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By NIKI TURNER
editor@ht1885.com

MEEKER | The town 
of Meeker has long enjoyed 
the convenience of having at 
least one independent down-
town pharmacy since 1904. 
That era came to an end 
with the closure of Meeker 
Drugs last week. The phar-
macy name will now be 
attached to a hospital-owned 
and operated facility under 
construction at Pioneers 
Medical Center (PMC). The 
hospital-based pharmacy is 
not expected to open until 
spring 2022, due to con-
struction delays, contract 
agreements, and licensing 
requirements (see the press 
release from PMC on Page 
6A).

A combination of fac-
tors—local and indus-
try-wide—came to bear on 
the closure of Meeker Drugs, 
a decision third-generation 
owner Diana Jones describes 
as “heartbreaking.” 

As the general public 
strives to find prescription 
medications at affordable 
costs, the pharmaceutical 
industry seeks to maintain 
its profit margins, squeezing 
pharmacies in the middle. 
Insurance companies and 

Medicaid/Medicare rules 
add hefty amounts of paper-
work and put pharmacy 
owners at risk of fines and 
audits. Agreements between 
insurance providers and 
pharmaceutical companies 
have insurers encouraging 
clients to bypass local phar-
macies in favor of mail-or-
der options. Medicare Part D 
plans require pharmacies to 
navigate a complex system 
of regulations that differ by 
private insurer and by indi-
vidual drugs. The paybacks 
on many of those medica-
tions don’t cover the costs 
of maintaining a brick-and-
mortar store. 

According to a 2018 
report from the University 
of Iowa’s Rural Policy 
Research Institute, from 
2003 to 2018, 1,231 of the 
nation’s 7,624 independent 
rural pharmacies closed, cre-
ating “drugstore deserts” in 
630 communities. 

Big retail pharma-
cy chains aren’t immune, 
either. In the fourth quarter 
of 2021, Rite Aid announced 
it would be closing 63 stores 
nationwide, and CVS plans 
to shut down 10%—900—
of its stores beginning in 
2022, citing competition 
from online options offered 

by tech giants like Amazon. 
Meeker Drugs—orig-

inally Meeker Drug—was 
started in 1962 by Herb and 
Bea Blagg, in the Main Street 
location where Prescriptions 
Salon and Spa now operates. 
When Herb Blagg’s grand-
daughter, Jones, bought the 
pharmacy in 2009 from her 
father’s wife Linda, she 
added the “S” to the name. 
The store relocated to the 
corner of Sixth and Main in 
2013, and Jones has worked 
to diversify the drugstore’s 
services ever since in an 
effort to keep the pharmacy 
viable.

Jones will continue to 
operate the coffee/soda/ice 
cream shop under the name 
Meeker Sweet Shop, and has 
added a UPS pickup/dropoff 
as well as a tuxedo rental 
service, and plans to remain 
invested in the local com-
munity where she has served 
as president of the Meeker 
Chamber board and has been 
instrumental in establishing 

the Meeker Skijor compe-
tition, which enters its third 
year in February. 

In May 2021, PMC 
CEO Liz Sellers responded 
to questions from the HT 
regarding the hospital’s plans 
to implement a retail phar-
macy that raised concerns 
about competition between 
a publicly-funded entity (the 
Eastern Rio Blanco Health 
Service District which sup-
ports PMC) and a private 
business. 

Sellers’ response, via 
email, stated, “The hospi-
tal has been in discussions 

around putting in a retail 
pharmacy for a couple of 
years. The goal behind 
the retail pharmacy is not 
to compete with Meeker 
Drugs. Rather, the hospital 
hopes to supplement the ser-
vices that the local phar-
macy is providing by offer-
ing prescriptions that they 
cannot offer. Currently, our 
residents in the Walbridge 
Wing have their prescrip-
tions filled outside of the 
community. Bringing this 
service back to Meeker is a 
win for everyone.”

For now, while construc-

tion is underway, PMC is 
working with multiple Rio 
Blanco County departments 
and the Rangely Pharmacy 
at Rangely District Hospital 
to determine a system for 
transferring prescriptions for 
PMC patients and Walbridge 
Wing residents to Meeker 
until the new PMC-based 
pharmacy opens this spring. 
Once those details are final-
ized, they’ll be made known 
to the public.

You can call the RBC 
Alerts hotline for up-to-date 
information, as well, at 970-
878-7110.

Meeker loses 
independent 

pharmacy

JESUS IS (fill in the blank) ...

For decades, travelers along eastbound Hwy. 64 
near Rangely have seen “Jesus is comming” (sic) 
scrawled in white paint high up on the rock face 
south of the highway. According to longtime res-
ident Kelvin White, the lettering didn’t get much 
attention until the last few years with the advent 
of social media. Sometime in the last two months, 
the word “comming” has been removed. According 
to local history buffs, the apparent misspelling is 
not an error, but an archaic spelling of the word 
“coming” taken from 1600s Bible translations. It’s 
unclear who removed the word (or how) or if there 
are plans to repaint, revise or replace it. If anyone 
knows, give the HT a call at 970-878-4017.
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(Right) the original loca-
tion of what became 
Meeker Drug on Main 
Street in the early 1900s. 
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Did we say something about 2021 being better than 2020? We don't recall, but we better not jinx it 
again ... so here's to the best 2022 you can have, and here's to whoever had the fortitude to stomp out 
a great big '2022' on the Paintbrush Park ball field, too.

HELLO 2022 ...

!@#$

County welcomes new 
building inspector 

PAGE 2A

HERALD TIMES FILE PHOTO 
(Above) the neon Meeker Drug sign hung along Main 
Street for decades. At the end of 2021, the pharmacy 
officially shut its doors.
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COUNTY      BEAT County welcomes new building inspector
By LUCAS TURNER

lucas@ht1885.com

RBC |  "I never want 
to be that guy, I want to 
be the guy that people see 
come in, and they come 
out to greet me as I go 
to greet them, and that's 
when you get away from 
the us versus them men-
tality,” said Matt Franks, 
Rio Blanco County’s new 
Building Inspector earlier 
this week in an interview 
with the HT.

Franks’ decision to 
apply for the job was 
motivated by a combi-
nation of his upbringing 
around master craftsmen/
tradesmen, 30-plus years 
of construction and oil-
field experience, and good 
timing. 

In the spring of 2020, 
Matt and his wife Jessica 
came to live at Trappers 
Lake as campground 
hosts. He says the planned 
six month trip is how they 
were first familiarized 
with the area, and some of 
the members of the com-
munity. “We loved it, that 
first drive up County Road 
8 was…awesome,” said 
Franks.

As  winter approached, 

the couple made the deci-
sion to stay until spring. 
“We wanted to see what 
Rio Blanco County had in 
store for us, if anything,” 
said Franks, noting that as 
he met more people and 
enjoyed few months of 
winter activities that were 
never available in Ohio, he 
felt like this was the place 
to be. "You get a sense 
when you talk to people 
like, this is it, this is the 
holy grail, this is where 
I've wanted to be all my 
life, or, this is where I've 
been all my life and I'm 
not going anywhere," he 
said.

Fortunately, Franks’ 
timing paid off, as the 
building inspector posi-
tion opened up at the right 
time, and by August he 
had started working. Since 
then, he said he’s been 
focused on learning the ins 
and outs of the job, and 
the county itself. Franks 
is no stranger to build-
ing inspections, code or 
safety rules though, hav-
ing worked in construction 
and oil and gas production 
back in Ohio for multiple 
decades. 

That experience 
informs his view of reg-

ulations and what some 
see as a conflict between 
“personal freedom” and 
safety, or rules, like the 
over 1,000 pages of build-
ing code specifications for 
the area. "There has to be 
some sort of a guideline, 
especially in extreme con-
ditions, which we are in,” 
said Franks, adding that 
despite his role, he is not 
a fan of government over-
reach. “For me, anytime 
there is regulation, you 
have to look at the regula-
tion, is it over-regulated? 
Is it extreme? When it's 
extreme, people start to get 
the feeling of, it's an us vs. 
them mentality,” he said.

The sometimes antago-
nistic relationship between 
business and government 
is something Franks hopes 
to avoid. That’s why he 
hopes contractors, home-
owners and others see the 
building department as a 
resource, not some kind of 
quasi-police. "I know that 
I am to be an enforcer of 
the code. But I don’t want 
to just be known as such. I 
also want to be an educa-
tor,”  said Franks.

That means taking the 
time to learn the ins and 
outs of safe building in 

the region, getting to know 
contractors, and keeping 
the lines of communica-
tion as wide open as pos-
sible.

Franks emphasized 
that his department's 
doors, phone lines and 
emails are open for any-
one with questions or con-

cerns, and offered some 
general advice to residents 
about the usefulness of 
permits, and understand-
ing the broader process. 
"When you get these per-
mits and you have these 
inspections, I'm not say-
ing it takes all the liabili-
ty, but the liability issue, 

that's the reason why we're 
doing it. It's insurance for 
that person," he said. "It is 
about responsibility, and 
we all play in that circle 
together. The responsibil-
ity and liability that I take 
in this position is crazy, 
but that's what it's for."

VACCINE CLINICS COVID-19 TESTING

RBC Department of Public Health & Environment  •  970.878.9520 Meeker ∙ 970.878.9525 Rangely
https://rbc.us/282/Public-Health  •  Email: publichealth@rbc.us

Vaccinations for COVID-19 (ages 5 and up) and 
flu are available now. All insurance is accepted. 

COVID-19 vaccines are free of charge. 
No appointment is necessary at our 

walk-in vaccine clinics.

Please be advised that testing for COVID-19 is recommended 
for all symptomatic individuals (please see https://www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html for list 
of symptoms), and all individuals who are exposed to a known 

case. It is advised to test 5 days after your last known exposure, 
or as soon as possible after you begin to develop symptoms. 

Testing is now available without an appointment. 
Drive up at the following times in Meeker and Rangely.

AT-HOME TESTING
Visit https://covid19.colorado.gov/covid-19-testing-at-home for info.

TRAVEL TESTING 
We offer same day rapid molecular testing for $45 at Public Health. 
Please check travel requirements for your specific destination. 

This publication is supported by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) as part of a financial assistance award totaling $292,794.00 with 100 percent funding by 
CDC/HHS. The contents are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official views of, nor an endorsement, by CDC/HHS, or the U.S. Government.

BOOSTER DOSES
Booster doses are available in Colorado for anyone over 
the age of 16, as long as 6 months have passed since 
initial MRNA series (Pfizer or Moderna), or 2 months 
since initial Johnson & Johnson dose

1st, 2nd and booster doses of Moderna and Pfizer 
COVID vaccinations are available at all of our clinics. 

NEW SCHEDULE BEGINNING JAN. 3RD, 2022

NEW WALK-IN VACCINE CLINIC SCHEDULE

TESTING IN
RANGELY 

DRIVE-UP, 101 E. MAIN ST.
Mondays 1pm-2pm

Wednesdays 10am-2pm
Friday 9-10am

Rapid tests not available on 
Wednesdays. 

VACCINES IN
RANGELY 
101 E. MAIN ST.

Wednesdays
12-5:30pm

TESTING IN 
MEEKER

DRIVE-UP, 200 MAIN ST. 
Mondays, Wednesdays and 

Fridays 10am-11am
Thursdays ONLY 10am-2pm

 Rapid tests not available on 
Thursdays.  

VACCINES IN 
MEEKER
200 MAIN ST. 

Thursdays
12-5:30pm

RBC COVID-19 UPDATES

OTHER VACCINATIONS

CURRENT CASE COUNTS AND 
STATISTICS CAN BE FOUND ON THE 
RIO BLANCO COUNTY DASHBOARD. 

SCAN THE QR CODE OR VISIT 
RBC.US/606/COVID-19-UPDATES

Please call to schedule an appointment 
for all other vaccines, including shingles, 

pneumonia, and childhood immunizations. 
Walk-ins for flu shots are welcome based 

on nurse availability.

Special to the Herald Times

RBC I According to Rio Blanco 
County Clerk and Recorder Boots 
Campbell, the press release issued last week 
from Garfield County regarding changes to 
license plates for Class C (personal proper-
ty) motor vehicles needs some clarification. 

First, people do not have to do anything 
new when renewing the registration on their 
vehicles. 

Current license plates cannot be trans-
ferred to another vehicle unless it is a 
personalized plate. Customers who want 

to keep the same number/letter configura-
tion — or who want to keep the old YV# 
plates, for example — will need to apply 
for a personalized plate. A new plate with 
the same number/letter configuration will 
be manufactured and mailed to them. 

Specialty plates (military, pioneer, 
Columbine, breast cancer plates, etc.) can-
not be personalized. Customers who wish 
to continue using specialty plates will get 
a new number/letter combo, but will not 
have to requalify for the specialty plates or 
repay the extra cost. Normal annual fees 
will apply. 

Clarification on license plate press release

LUCAS TURNER PHOTO
Matt Franks, RBC Building Inspector, brings more than 30 years of experience 
with construction, contractors and oil and gas to the role.

Yampa-White-Green Basin Roundtable Meeting
Wednesday January 12 at 6:00pm.

This meeting will be Online Only

Please see yampawhitegreen.com for meeting
information

If you have Public Comment, please email
yampawhitegreen@gmail.com by January 11, 2022.

www.ht1885.com/subscribe

RBC 
COVID 
STATS

mailto:lucas@ht1885.com
http://www.rbc.us/282/Public-Health
http://yampawhitegreen.com
http://www.ht1885.com/subscribe
www.rbc.us/606/Covid-19-Updates
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970.878.5868 n  271 E. MARKET  n  MEEKER, COLORADO
Open seven days a week n 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday through Saturday n  8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday

Prices effective Jan. 6th through Jan. 12th, 2022

/lb. 

/lb. 

FROZENFROZEN

DAIRYDAIRY
64 oz. Food Club

ORANGE JUICE ...............................................
$229

6 oz. Yoplait

YOGURT........................................................10 for   
$6

1 lb. Land O' Lakes

BUTTER ......................................................................
$299

32 oz. Mountain High

YOGURT ........................................................................
$299

8 oz. Food Club Shredded or

BLOCK CHEESE ........................................3 for   
$5

8 oz. Food Club Parmesan Romano Asiago

GRATED CHEESE ...............................
$279

10 oz. Cache Valley

STRING CHEESE ......................................
$299

PRODUCEPRODUCE
Fresh

BROCCOLI ...........................................................
$129

Green

BELL PEPPERS ...............................2 for   
$1

Fresh

CUCUMBERS ............................................2 for   
$1

Jalapeño

PEPPERS ................................................99¢/lb.
Fresh

CELERY HEARTS .........................2 for   
$3

1 lb. Mini

SWEET PEPPERS ................................
$299

5 lb.

RUSSET POTATOES ..........2 for   
$5

Fresh

YAMS ..............................................................................
$129

Zucchini

SQUASH ......................................................99¢/lb.
Fresh

PINEAPPLE ............................................99¢/lb.
Red

GRAPE TOMATOES ....................2 for   
$3

10-12 oz. Food Club Frozen/Steam Easy

VEGETABLES ..........................................................
$119

8.62-9.375 oz. Lean Cuisine

MEALS ...................................................................2 for   
$5

48 oz. Food Club Premium

ICE CREAM .......................................................
$299

GROCERYGROCERY
24/.5 L Food Club Purified

DRINKING WATER..................2 for   
$5

12-16 oz. Food Club

PASTA .......................................................................99¢
24 oz. Food Club

PASTA SAUCE ...................................2 for   
$3

18 oz. Food Club Concord

GRAPE JELLY ............................................
$119

14.5 oz. Food Club

TOMATOES ...................................................77¢
15 oz. Food Club

TOMATO SAUCE ..................................77¢
4 oz. Food Club Stems and Pieces

MUSHROOMS ......................................88¢
4 lb. Food Club

GRANULATED SUGAR ............
$229

5 lb. Food Club

ALL-PURPOSE FLOUR ...............
$229

16 oz. Food Club

SALAD DRESSING ....................2 for   
$4

20-24 oz. Food Club

KETCHUP ........................................................4 for   
$5

5.75-6 oz. Food Club

BLACK OLIVES ......................................4 for   
$5

MEATMEAT
Boneless Pork

SIRLOIN ROAST ....................................
$199

Boneless Beef

RUMP ROAST ..............................................
$499              

12 oz. Food Club Original Hickory

SMOKED BACON .................................
$399              

16 oz. Oscar Mayer

UNCURED WIENERS ...........2 for   
$5

9 oz. Bar-S Deli Shaved

HONEY HAM .........................................2 for   
$5

/lb. 

/lb. 

ChoiceChoice
Navel OrangesNavel Oranges

16.5 oz. Food Club 

Cake Mix

4 for $5
8 oz. Food Club 

Tomato Sauce

2 for 88¢ 16 oz. Food Club

Peanut Butter
$119   

59¢59¢/lb./lb.

Sportsman' s club 
meeting Jan. 6
MEEKER | The Meeker 
Sportsman's Club will hold 
its regular monthly meet-
ing Thursday, Jan. 6 at 7 
p.m. at the WREA Kilowatt 
Korner (233 6th St.). There 
is no specific agenda for 
the meeting but there 
will be a general update. 
Election of officers will be 
held. Most positions are 
available. We also need a 
raffle chairperson. If you 
are interested in serving in 
any of these roles, please 
make your interest known 
and plan on attending the 
meeting this Thursday. 
Also, the combination to 
the gate will be changed 
in the next couple of days. 
The new combination will 
be provided to everyone 
whose memberships are 
current for 2022. Most folks 
have already renewed their 
membership but applica-
tions will be available at 
the meeting. Membership 
applications are also avail-
able on the Club’s web 
page at:  https://meeker-
coloradosportsmansclub.
com/.  As you renew your 
membership, please take 
time to carefully review the 
rules as they have recently 
been updated.

Historical Society 
quarterly meeting
MEEKER | The Rio Blanco 
County Historical Society 
will hold its January quar-
terly meeting on Sunday, 
Jan. 16 at 2 p.m. at the 
Heritage Culture Center 
(517 Park). We’ll be dis-
cussing preservation of his-
toric photographs and doc-
uments, renewing mem-
berships and voting on 
board officers. Chili will be 
provided. Bring a chili top-
ping, side dish or dessert to 
share. Call (970) 878-9982 
with any questions.

Conservation 
district annual 
meeting
MEEKER | The annual meet-
ing and banquet for the 
White River Conservation 
District will be held Jan. 
13 at the Fairfield Center 
in Meeker (200 Main St.) 
at 5:30 p.m. RSVP for 
the banquet by Jan. 7 via 
phone (970-878-9838) or 
email whiterivercd@gmail.
com.

Rangely Chamber 
annual dinner 
tickets available
RANGELY | Rangely 
Chamber members, get 
your tickets now for The 
Old West Steak and Shrimp 
Dinner. General public tick-
ets (if there are leftovers) 
will be available Jan. 10, 
2022. Chamber member-
ship for 2022 must be paid 
before purchase. The din-
ner will be Feb. 19 from 7-9 
p.m. in the CNCC Colorado 
Room. Single tickets are 
$60, a table is $350. Call 
970-875-5290, email 
rangelychamber@gmail.
com or stop by 255 E. Main 
St. to purchase tickets or 
with any questions. 

Meeker book club
MEEKER | The book club 
will be reading "Dune" by 
Frank Herbert. We will dis-
cuss the book on Monday, 
Jan. 10 at 1 p.m. All are 
welcome to join in the fun.

Upcoming RBC 
free legal clinic
MEEKER | Free legal clin-
ic Wednesday, Jan. 12, 
2022 from 2-5 p.m. for par-
ties without an attorney. 
Contact the Meeker Library 
at 970-878-5911 to be 
added to the sign-up sheet. 
Space is limited. Volunteer 
attorneys will assist one-
on-one via computer link, to 
answer questions, help fill 
out forms, and explain the 
process and procedure for 
civil legal issues. 

NEWS NOTES

Beau Cameron 
Mohr was born on 
Wednesday, Dec. 22, 
2021, at 6:16 p.m. at 
Valley View Hospital 
in Glenwood Springs, 
Colorado. He weighed 
6 pounds, 6 ounces 
and was 18 inches 
long at birth. 
His parents are Chevy 
and Emily Mohr of 
Meeker. Paternal 
grandparents are 
Mike and Cheryl 
Mohr and paternal 
great-grandparents 
are Phil and Bobbi 
Mass, all of Meeker. 
Maternal grandpar-
ents are Laura and 
Rich Klinzmann of 
Meeker and Joseph 
Cardile of South Padre 
Island, Texas. Maternal 
great-grandparents 
are Art and Lila Cox 
of Meeker and Paul 
and Carolyn Cardile 
of South Padre Island, 
Texas. Also lovingly 
welcomed by seven 
uncles and three 
aunts. 

COURTESY PHOTO

NEW ARRIVAL ...
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By NIKI TURNER
editor@ht1885.com

The news that Meeker 
was losing its 
independent, family-

owned pharmacy, saddened 
me. 

I’m old enough to 
remember being able to 
call my family doctor at 
home late at night or on the 
weekends when we had a 
medical crisis and getting 
personal “telemedicine” 
the old-fashioned way. And 
there was rarely a bill that 
followed. I’m old enough 
to remember stories about 
former postmaster Dale 
Hallebach hand-delivering 
late packages on Christmas 
Eve. And in more recent 
days, I remember Meeker 
Drugs owner Diana Jones 
dropping off an emergency 
prescription at my house well 
after hours on a Friday. 

These kinds of personal 
stories are the ooey-gooey 
goodness that drive the 
plots of Hallmark movies, 
the appeal of the Cheers bar 
“where everybody knows 

your name,” and a precious 
commodity of small-town 
living we 
need to 
cherish and 
protect. 

I had no 
clue how 
complex it 
is to run a 
pharmacy—
with a complicated scheme 
of insurance programs, 
benefit managers, plus 
Medicaid rules and more—
until I started digging into the 
reason local pharmacies are 
disappearing. Every small 
business has its challenges 
behind the scenes, and 
they’re all different. As 
a business owner, I know 
how hard it is to tell your 
customers—who are also 
your friends and neighbors 
in a small town—that things 
are tough, whether it’s with 
finances or with staffing 
or logistics or your own 
health. Small, independent 
businesses are the backbone 
of our communities, and we 
should do what we can to 
protect them. 

We like to gripe a lot about 
“government overreach” 
and our loathing of “big 

government.” Government 
is easy to blame for all our 

woes. But “corporate 
overreach” might be even 
more dangerous to our way 
of life. The insurance and 
pharmaceutical industries 
are one example. The fact 
a mere handful of huge 
corporations control the 
meat-packing industry is 

another. I could go on, but I 
don’t have room. 

As I was told by some 
state lobbyists in a recent 
meeting, it’s a “pay to play” 
system if you want to have a 
voice at the legislative level. 
Money is the name of the 
game, and the big corporate 
overlords are the ones with 
the money. Who loses 
out? Family farms, small 
businesses, and anyone who 
gets in the way of corporate 
sprawl. It reminds me of the 
stories about the railroads 
being built, and families 
being run off their farms (or 
murdered in their beds) so 
the railroad could go through 
their land. We’re horrified by 
those tales from our nation’s 
history, and rightly so, yet we 
seem unable or unwilling to 
recognize the same processes 
at work today.

RIO BLANCO
HERALD TIMES

304 4th Street 
P.O. Box 720

Meeker, CO 81641

970-878-4017

— PUBLISHER —
Solas Publications, Inc.

— ADS & DESIGN  —
Caitlin Walker
ads@ht1885.com

— SUBS/BILLING  —
accounts@ht1885.com

— EDITORIAL —
 Niki Turner ~ Editor
editor@ht1885.com

Lucas Turner ~ 
Journalist

lucas@ht1885.com

 
U.S. Postal Service 

#338-020. 
Periodicals class 

postage is paid at 
Meeker, Colorado 

81641. Postmaster: 
send change of 

addresses to P.O. Box 
720, Meeker, CO 

81641-0720

© 2021 Solas 
Publications, Inc. 

All rights reserved.ht1885.com

Since 1885

MEMBER

EDITOR’S COLUMN
What we lose when we lose local

KAYE'S CORNER

By KAYE SULLIVAN
Special to the Herald Times

I’m changing my article last minute to 
share with you the awesome heart and 
generosity of the Town of Meeker. In 

an effort to help in some way, a small 
group of us initiated a donation drive for 
victims of the Marshall fire. 

The Meeker United Methodist Church 
provided space to sort and box items. 
The Methodist mission team reached 
out to Louisville for a specific delivery 
destination and coordinated a crew and 
trailer to drive over to Louisville. 

Others spread the word on Facebook, 
called friends, texted their contact list, 
and got the grapevine in Meeker going. 
Some rounded up shipping boxes and 
heaven knows where they came from 
because most of our businesses were 
closed.

Keep in mind that all this started 
on New Year’s Day when a person is 
supposed to be sleeping in, partying with 
friends, watching football, enjoying a day 
with family, and generally goofing off.

Instead, a constant stream of people 
showed up with bags and boxes of clothing, 
linen, books, toys, food, toiletries, and 
even animal food. Volunteers appeared, 
sorted, boxed, taped and made all the 
donations transportable. 

Another team of strong guys hauled 
all the boxes up the stairs and packed a 
trailer.

Get this: 70 boxes were assembled in 
just one day starting at 9 a.m. and packing 
the trailer by 6 p.m. We started with 
nothing, not even one box, and shipped 
off a trailer load in just a few hours. This 
was literally an operation planned less 
than 24 hours before and on one day (a 
holiday at that!) our little town pulled 
together an awesome donation for those 
in need.

Many of those arriving with donations 
had tears in their eyes, stories of friends 
or family impacted by the fire, and filled 
with empathy for all those suffering. We 
all have a huge ache in our hearts about 
this Colorado tragedy.

Jay and I lived for a short time in the 
adjacent town of Lafayette and had friends 
who lived in Louisville so we know 
that area a bit. Although it is suburbia, 
Louisville is a small town with its own 

identity and pride. It was 
a sweet town of parks, 
hikes, and caring people. 

Superior is a tiny 
historic town that also 
became a small shopping 
center hub containing 
a Target, office supply 
store, Costco, and Panera 
where I often met friends 
for lunch. Not only did Superior lose some 
500 structures, employees who worked in 
many of these retail outlets have no place 
left to report for work.

As we have all seen on the news, this 
awful fire just swept through burning 
everything in sight in a few minutes. If 
1,000 homes burned to the ground in 
Meeker, we would need help too.

These folks are not a mission in a far 
country but just over the mountain a few 
hours away. They are Coloradans just 
like us. I think the outpouring of goods 
and support indicates that many Meeker 
residents feel the same way. The victims 
are our buddies even if we don’t know 
them.

Every day trying to figure out this 
project has been a new mystery. Thanks 
to the outreach of many people, we 
have gained new information and new 
possibilities. Everything on this project 
is shifting every day. My belief is that 
recovery will take lots of time, so I will 
keep doing what I can to help.

We have been collecting donations all 
week and will see where we stand at end 
of day Thursday. In the meanwhile, we’ll 
reach out to determine how we can best 
help victims. Thus, I can’t tell you with 
any certainty what is planned for outreach 
in the future.

Recovery from a fire of this magnitude 
will take time and we may initiate other 
avenues of caring and assistance. And, 
yes, I am aware the Boulder County is 
discouraging donations at the moment so 
we will adjust where and when to delivery 
our collections that can be stored at the 
church in the meanwhile.

If you would like to help, you can 
contact the Methodist Church, 970-878-
5904 or me, 970-942-9201.

A variety of organizations are also 
coordinating cash, volunteer, and other 
ways to give. Just reach out and help if 
you can. With heartfelt thanks to all. 

Donations for 
Marshall Fire victims

Kaye 
Sullivan

The substance use problem in our community 
isn’t about “them.” It’s about us. Societal and 
biological issues are the root causes. Only 
together can we start to solve it. 

Together we can educate one another about 
the facts of substance use disorder. Together 
we can eliminate stigma. Together we can help 
our neighbors get treatment and recover. 

Read about Kristen Corrier’s story   
of substance use and recovery at 
solvingSUDtogether.org.

All of us are the solution.  
Together we can. WE  

CAN “Very smart, creative people are in recovery,” 
she said. “There’s this image that these people 

don’t have an education or aren’t capable of 
working. But it’s not localized to just a certain 
type of people. It can happen to anybody.”

Paid for by the Rural Alliance Addressing Substance Use Disorder Colorado

Together We Can Help Our Neighbors  
with Substance Use Disorder

solvingSUDtogether.org

We want to hear from you!
WREA has retained Inside Information, Inc. 
to conduct its 2022 Member Survey. 

Randomly selected members will receive a 
postcard in the mail. 

If you receive a postcard, please fill out the 
online survey as directed.

Please call WREA with any questions at 970-878-5041.

Your household has been 

randomly selected to take part in 

White River Electric Association’s 

member satisfaction survey. 

This survey helps us better 

know and serve you. Thanks in 

advance for your help!

YOUR OPINION COUNTS!

Use your mobile device  

to take a photo of this  

QR code or access: 

coopstats.com/wrea21 

Enter the survey ID on 

postcard reverse >>>

Members who do not complete the 

survey online may receive a call 

inviting participation by phone. 

Call 970-878-5041
QUESTIONS?

PHONE

COMPLETE ONLINE

Complete the survey online 

anytime before Feb. 4, 2022

Randomly selected 
members will 

receive a postcard 
for our 2022 survey.

Please join us for

Celebrating 34 years with the Meeker Police Department

Buffalo Hall @ Chippers Downtown
Friday, January 14, 2022

5:00 p.m.

RETIREMENT
  

Kathy’s

    Party

RADINO & CHUCKWAGON
Jan. 7 through 12, 2022

FRIDAY  l  JAN. 7
Chicken fried steak, boiled potatoes, 
green beans, orange

MONDAY  l  JAN. 10
Chicken patty sandwich, baked beans, 
garden vegetables, tropical fruit

TUESDAY  l  JAN. 11
Chili, tossed salad, fruit cocktail, 
cornbread

WEDNESDAY  l  JAN. 12
Shepherd’s Pie, yellow squash, orange, 
whole wheat roll

RBC SENIOR CITIZEN NUTRITION PROGRAM
Menu is subject to change. Please call before 8 

a.m. for meal reservation. Meals served at noon.
Chuckwagon (Shona): 878-9671

Radino (Tamra): 878-9638
Suggested Donation age 60+: $2.50/meal

 Under age 60: $10.25/meal
Questions, call Debra, 878-9650.

WE LOVE YOU!

HAPPY 8TH 
BIRTHDAY, 

KELLAN!

mailto:editor%40ht1885.com?subject=
http://www.ht1885.com
mailto:ads%40ht1885.com?subject=
mailto:accounts%40ht1885.com?subject=
mailto:editor%40ht1885.com?subject=
mailto:lucas%40ht1885.com?subject=
http://www.theheraldtimes.com
http://solvingsudtogether.org
wrea.org
mailto:whiterivercd%40gmail.com?subject=
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VETERAN VOICE

Identify the enemy correctly
By WES EUBANKS

Special to the Herald Times

Any veteran can tell you that 
your odds of getting killed 
are significantly increased 

if you are unable to identify the bad 
guys. The Commander in Chief is not the 
enemy, he is the elected President of the 
United States of America. Unfortunately 
his position is being used by very rich 
and powerful individuals from both 

political parties to achieve their personal 
and political agendas even if it means 
endangering American citizens and 
destroying our Constitution.  The crisis 
on our southern border and Covid-19 are 
the most egregious examples. Unchecked 
trafficking of humans, weapons and 
drugs, coupled with safety mandates 
that adversely impact middle class wage 
earners and their families, to include the 
young children, affect the very core of our 
Constitutional Republic.

LOOSE ENDS

By DOLLY VISCARDI
Special to the Herald Times

This is the best beginning after 
a terrible year I have ever 
experienced. I decided not 

to clutter up 2022 with New Year’s 
resolutions. Prior experience has 
finally knocked some sense into 
me. If I resolve to do something 
I am overthinking things. The 
key word here is resolve. That means I am 
planning to change my daily habits in a way 
that becomes impossible to meet. 

All through the years, I operated 
on schedule made by others. I got used 
to completing tasks for other people and 
meeting my own very high standards so that 
no one was unaware of how I resisted even 
the silliest edict being handed down. I hated 
being told how I must do my job, raise my 
family, or change myself in any way really. 
Underneath my follow-the-rules exterior 
was a rebellious, opinionated soul. My close 
friends and family know this about me and I 
can’t say it is something of which I am proud. 

My best laid plans of action for various 
changes never last more than a week or 
two. Oh, they appear to last as I continue 
exercising or eating healthy foods but I have 
never had a problem meeting my own goals. 
The difficulty with continuing making false 
resolutions is not only that they don’t work, 
but they produce a lot of stress and guilt. 
Unfortunately, some years my resolutions 
included those two words, which usually 
make most of us physically ill. I determined 
that if I lost weight, exercised differently, or 
ate less, I would be successful. This is just 

not true.
It is these tasks that I have taken 

on because someone else thinks I 
should that always fail. I delude 
myself into thinking these changes 
are good for me somehow, the 
people around me will see how hard 
I am trying and feel better about 
me. This false assumption is also 
not true. No one can say this is fake 
news for anyone, because this is 

my own personal fact. No one cares who is 
trying to make themselves better in any way, 
they are trying too hard to keep themselves 
in check. I am not the only one who learned 
long ago (in elementary school) to take my 
own appearance very seriously. I always tell 
my friends that I hated the viciousness of 
junior high girls, so that even now the overly 
sensitive, highly dramatic middle schooler 
remains at my core.

That is because the word resolution 
throws a kink in my completion of a task. 
It is too lofty. It brings to mind so many 
organizational meetings I have attended, 
where unable to make a resolution that would 
really have a positive effect, the governmental 
body decides to make a resolution of some 
sort. As a teller of fairy tales, I picture the 
parchment scroll unfurling as the appointed 
messenger barks out an edict from the royalty 
on parchment, “Hear, hear one and all. 

Queen of my own kingdom, every year 
I announce my yearly resolutions solemnly 
to uncaring listeners, so most every year I 
then mentally toss it into the trash. I made no 
resolutions. I am simply moving forward and 
continuing my usual way of trying to make a 
difference. Happy 2022!      

Best laid plans

Dolly 
Viscardi

CNCC CORNER

By DR. LISA JONES
Special to the Herald Times

Happy New Year to all our 
community members. To 
those who ventured out 

of the area during this time, 
welcome back! My family and 
I enjoyed our holiday both in 
Colorado as well as in our native 
Michigan. Though it seems that 
the winter break is never long enough, I 
am energized to be back at work in service 
to you and our students. 

Last semester, I met with many CNCC 
alumni, community members, business 
and industry partners and other friends, 
and all members of the CNCC college 
community. My leadership team and I 
crafted initiatives taken from our strategic 
plan that will advance our mission and 
closed out 59 years of history as a 
community college. 

As we embark on the next 60 years, 
our focus will be on institutional growth, 
strength, innovation, engagement and 
student programming and services. 
Although I have just one semester 
as president under my belt, I am 
understanding what makes this institution 
and the communities we serve so special. 

CNCC is proud of its signature 
programs but are aware that with time, 
change is required to stay ahead of industry 
needs. Our new Aviation (Flight) Program 
Director Nathan Hardin understands this. 

Hardin is a CNCC flight program 
graduate. He holds a Bachelor 
of Science in aeronautics and 
Master of Education in higher 
education leadership. He is also 
a proud veteran of the U.S. Navy. 

Thanks to the ingenuity 
of Carry Olson, CNCC’s 
agricultural business, animal 
science and equine program 
faculty member, CNCC will be 

growing its AG Business program in 
Craig. Given the number of ranches in 
Northwest Colorado, this move just makes 
sense. The College will be announcing 
this addition to the Craig campus at the 
Ranching For Profit Workshop at the 
Moffat County Fairgrounds on Friday, 
Jan. 28, 2022 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
This Dallas Mount workshop, entitled 
“Economic Leverage of Grazing,” will 
include snacks and lunch and is valued at 
$100 but will be free to our community 
members. This event promises to provide 
our ranchers and appropriate others with 
practical tools to improve profits in the 
business of ranching. 

This month, we kick off our 60th 
anniversary celebration with numerous 
events, starting with library displays at 
both campuses that will take you down 
memory lane and our Ranching for Profit 
Workshop. Keep posted on other events 
though our website at www.cncc.edu and 
our Facebook page. 

Happy New Year!

Dr. Lisa 
Jones

OPINION u 5A

Thanks from 
MES students

Dear Editor:
The students at Meeker 

Elementary School would 
like to say a heartfelt thank 
you! We raised over $6,000 
to help our sister school in 
Ghana buy computers. We 
will begin working with 
them in January and we 
are very excited! All of the 

kids and teachers helped 
and the wonderful people 
of Meeker came to shop! 
We would like to send a 
special thank you to the 
businesses who were so 
generous: Watt's Ranch 
Market, Nana Goose, 
Wendll's, Meeker Drugs, 
Outfitters, Blanco Cellars, 
the Meeker Herald, Diane's 
Framing, Jenna's Tea Shop, 
Rimrock Campground, 

Meeker Public Library, 
photographer Kelsey 
Peters, artist Ben Quinn 
and author Dolly Viscardi. 
Thank you, also to Aubrey 
Walsh and the OneSeed 
foundation for giving us 
this opportunity. 

Submitted by,
The grateful students 

at Meeker Elementary 
School

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Friday, January 28th, 9am - 3 pm

with Dallas Mount

During the workshop, Dallas will help 
you gain a better understanding the 
key ecological processes from the 
soil up. He’ll explain how ecology 
and economics are deeply connected 
and help you effectively plan for 
downturns, drought, and more.

You’ll learn the 5 Grazing Principles 
that apply to any environment. 
See examples of application 
of the principles in a variety of 
environments and explore practical 
ways you can apply the principles to 
your business.

Sponsored by:
FREE EVENT! 

($100 value)

Seating is limited
REGISTRATION 
DEADLINE
JAN. 21, 2022
Lunch will be provided 
for those that register 

before January 21st.

RANCHING for PROFIT WORKSHOP

Economic Leverage of Grazing

Moffit County Fairgrounds Below the Grandstands
Register at www.cncc.edu/dallasmount or call (970) 675-3345

In home appointments available!
Call 970-945-9720 or 970-824-2440.

Batteries, Repairs, Cleanings
NEW Hearing Aids

Answers to your questions!

Your hearing is important to you, and to those 
who love you! Don’t miss a word.

THE HEARING AID OFFICE      A free legal clinic for parties who have no attorney will be featured 
on the second Wednesday of each month at the Meeker Public Library. 
     By computer link, volunteer attorneys will answer questions, help fill 
out forms and explain the process and procedure for all areas of civil 
litigation, including family law, property law, probate law, collections, 
appeals, landlord-tenant law, small claims, veterans issues and civil 
protection orders. 

PLEASE CALL 970.878.5911 TO BE 
ADDED TO THE SIGN UP SHEET

Wednesday
Jan. 12, 2022

2 to 3 p.m.

FREE LEGAL CLINIC
MEEKER PUBLIC LIBRARY

Meeker
Christian
Church
443 School St. • 878-5105

ADULTS & CHILDREN 
Sunday School 10am Sun. 
Church Service 11am Sun. 

Not the only Christians, 
but Christians only

Meeker
Christian
Church
443 School St. • 878-5105

ADULTS & CHILDREN 
Sunday School 10am Sun. 
Church Service 11am Sun. 

Not the only Christians, 
but Christians only

Meeker
Christian
Church
443 School St. • 878-5105

ADULTS & CHILDREN
Sunday School 10am Sun.
Church Service 11am Sun.

Not the only Christians,
but Christians only

http://www.cncc.edu
http://cncc.edu/dallasmount
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GUEST COLUMN

By LUCAS TURNER
lucas@ht1885.com

I n the 15 years since Facebook opened its services to the general public, the site has grown 
massively, today boasting more than 2 billion active monthly users. Its sheer scale, reach and 
cultural significance makes it all but a necessity for business owners, community organizers 

and government entities alike.
Public message board groups hosted on the platform act as a forum for discussion, commerce 

and self-promotion. Small businesses rely on the site to reach and engage with both prospective 
and existing customers, promote new offerings, and directly manage sales. Government entities 
also use it to communicate with the public during fires, blizzards, and yes, even pandemics, to 
share up-to-date information in a timely fashion. 

RBC's Public Health Department is one example of this modern phenomenon of direct 
government-to-citizen communication, especially in the last two years. They used their 
Facebook page as a hub for updating the community on COVID-19 case counts, outbreaks, 
vaccination clinics and general information about the disease and what it meant for the local 
community. 

As a general rule, FB’s tools worked well for these tasks, up until the point that they didn’t. 
The department’s original page, started years ago by former county employees, was the first 
to experience problems with the platform. After sharing an informational video that received 
significant engagement, page admins found themselves unable to post new content, an issue that 
was never resolved. To this day, RBCPH’s first ever Facebook page sports a banner directing 
residents to the new public health page. The one that also doesn’t work anymore…

Approximately one year after the first public health page was rendered useless with zero 
explanation, the problem happened again, and that’s where this saga gets even stranger. It is 
more than strange, actually, it’s concerning for anyone who relies on Facebook (or any other big 
tech giant) for accessing information.

In late October 2021, the page disappeared from view entirely for all but page admins. The 
Public Health department’s primary direct-communication tool was again rendered useless and 
officially "unpublished." Operations went on nonetheless, but ongoing information campaigns 
stopped, up-to-date information for the community stopped, and there was no way to fix the 
problem.

To the more “adventurous” among us who like to play on the edge of Facebook's content 
moderation and/or community guidelines and “meme too close to the sun” this may not be a 
huge surprise. After all, Facebook regularly suspends/restricts accounts, demotes content and 
even permanently bans accounts/pages that violate its policies.

Its massive user-base also leads to automated content flagging systems making mistakes, and 
placing rule-abiding pages and personal accounts in the proverbial "Facebook jail." 

To mitigate this problem of false-positive content flags, Facebook offers an “appeal” process, 
for anyone who believes their content has been falsely flagged as being in violation of the rules. 

So, that’s good, right? Doesn’t this mean that so long as you follow the rules, your page/group/
account will be safe? If you are falsely flagged, you can get it worked out, right? Unfortunately, 
and perhaps unsurprisingly, it does not. RBC Public Health demonstrates a perfect example of 
this problem. One where Facebook, notorious for its terrible customer service apparatus (if we 
can even call it that), can implement restrictions and/or bans with zero justification, and skirt 
any accountability due to its power, size and influence.

RBCPH’s last post before being un-published in October 2021 shared factual information 
related to local vaccination clinics, their time, location and more. Previous content shared on 
the page included more clinic dates, videos, graphics and other content, promoting vaccinations, 
debunking myths, addressing misinformation and answering general questions from RBC 
residents.

So why did the page get unpublished? If rules were violated, shouldn’t said violation be 
explicitly listed? Perhaps, but in this case, it wasn’t. To this day, no content violations have been 
indicated by Facebook.

Should the appeals process offer recourse for mistakes in automated systems? Yes. When 
the appeals process is actually available. But when no violations are listed, how do you appeal? 
Answer, you cant.

When all else fails, should people have the right to more than just some automated help form 
deep in the bowels of Facebook’s “Help” Center to get assistance? 

Of course giant platforms should have some level of accountability not just to their 
shareholders. But to the human beings whose lives they have forcefully inserted their presence 
into, they’re really not accountable. Turns out you can have influence over a quarter of the 
planet’s population, and fail to be accountable to those people. Turns out that one day, your page, 
the audience you’ve built, and any systems you may have come to rely on might just poof out of 
existence, with no warning, no recourse, and zero communication from the platform.

At least, that’s the way it looks so far. Perhaps Facebook will eventually resolve the issue 
for the public health department, or not. Who knows? Maybe one day, when 25% of earth is 
connected to the “Metaverse” we’ll begin to understand why Facebook does what it does.

Additional information about vaccine clinics will be shared on the county’s primary 
Facebook page.  And you can, of course, expect to find continued coverage of COVID-19, 
vaccines, boosters, and everything related in the HT’s Facebook feed. For now ...

By NIKI TURNER
editor@ht1885.com

RBC I CEO and President of Mind 
Springs Health Sharon Raggio announced 
her resignation Tuesday, Jan. 4, “effective 
immediately” after 14 years at the helm of 
the organization. She had been planning to 
retire in June 2022, but made the decision to 
leave early following statewide media cov-
erage by the Colorado News Collaborative 
on the weaknesses of Colorado’s mental 
health systems — including Mind Springs.

In an statement delivered by email 

Tuesday, Raggio stated: “In the wake of 
recent media attention, I feel that my con-
tinued presence within the organization may 
act as a distraction from our core mission 
of delivering exceptional mental health and 
addiction recovery care to the communities 
we serve. Therefore, I made the difficult 
decision to resign from my position now 
rather than waiting for my planned retire-
ment in June.”

Mind Springs Health’s Chief Financial 
Officer, Doug Pattison, has been appointed 
as interim CEO by the organization’s board 
of directors. 

Facebook jail
Mind Springs CEO Raggio 

resigns, effective immediately

www.YourCommunityHospital.com

Advanced surgical and minimally
invasive treatments for your health care needs.

A Comprehensive Service of

Surgical Associates
of the Grand Valley

Meet Your
Full Spectrum 
Surgical Team.

970-243-9340

Andrew Morse, DO Courtney Fulton, MD David Lundy, MDRyan O’Dell, DO

PRESS RELEASE
Special to the Herald Times

MEEKER I Pioneers Medical Center 
(PMC) is excited to announce its services 
are expanding to include a retail pharmacy, 
Meeker Drug at Pioneers Medical Center, 
spring of 2022.

The construction of Meeker Drug at 
Pioneers Medical Center is nearly complete. 
The remaining approvals from various reg-
ulating entities are processing. These agen-
cies include: the Colorado State Board of 
Pharmacy, Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA), 
National Council for Prescription Drug 
Programs (NCPDP), U.S. Health Resources 
and Services (HRSA), several insurance pro-
viders including Medicare and Medicaid, ven-
dors, distributors.

The hospital has been working with 
Diana Jones to facilitate the transition from 
a downtown pharmacy to the PMC campus. 
Improved conveniences will include longer 
business hours, a drive-through pick-up, and 
a new, separate east entrance aside from the 
hospital’s main entrance.

“The pharmacy industry has changed so 
much with mail order, fighting with govern-
ment policy and big chains for Medicare con-
tracting and manufacturer price increases, it 
has become very difficult for an independent 
to keep up,” said Jones. “It was a hard deci-

sion but knowing that the community would 
not be left without a pharmacy I conceded that 
I could not hold on any longer. With programs 
accessible through an entity such as PMC, 
the community stands a chance to leverage 
the large corporations and sustain service to 
Meeker.”

PMC is grateful for the Jones’ whose fam-
ily is a staple in the local community. Diana’s 
grandfather operated Meeker Drug for 40 
years, with the Jones family succeeding him 
12 years ago. We are honored to be allowed 
to operate under the Meeker Drug tradename. 
The hospital aims to maintain the caring, 
quality and compassionate service the Jones’ 
have provided their customers over the years. 

“We are excited to offer the community 
a new location to fill their regular prescrip-
tions,” said PMC CEO Liz Sellers. “The 
pharmacy will be able to offer an array of 
prescription drugs to help support the commu-
nity’s needs. It will improve prescription ser-
vices for our Walbridge Wing residents. Upon 
approval of proper requirements, residents’ 
medications will be filled locally.” 

PMC will keep the community informed 
of the pharmacy’s progress with construction 
and the finalization of the various licensing 
requirements.

~ Pioneers Medical Center 
Board of Directors

PMC statement on pharmacy

SIGN UP FOR THE HT'S FREE 
EMAIL NEWSLETTER!

SIGN 
UP

http://www.facebook.com/ht.1885
mailto:editor%40ht1885.com?subject=
www.yourcommunityhospital.com
https://theheraldtimes.us19.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=a0f2ee560db49d40bd391490b&id=fd5d511efb
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RBC COVID-19 update for the week of Wednesday, Jan. 5
Special to the Herald Times

As of Wednesday, Jan. 5, Rio Blanco 
County Public Health was reporting 32 
active cases in Meeker and 18 active 
cases in Rangely in the last 14 days, with 
two new hospitalizations. 

The Omicron variant, which is surging 
nationwide, has been confirmed in the 
county and is expected to be the dominant 
strain, with an increase in breakthrough 
and reinfection rates showing up this 
week.
UPDATED ISOLATION & 
QUARANTINE GUIDELINES

Isolation and quarantine guidelines 
have been updated by the CDC. Visit 
https: / /covid19.colorado.gov/ isola-
tion-and-quarantine for the latest infor-
mation.

TESTING
Please be advised that testing for 

COVID-19 is recommended for all symp-
tomatic individuals (please see CDC 
website for list of symptoms), and all 
individuals who are exposed to a known 
case. It is advised to test 5 days after 
your last known exposure, or as soon as 
possible after you begin to develop symp-
toms. Testing is now available without an 
appointment, drive-up at the following 
times at public health in Meeker and 
Rangely.

New schedule beginning January 
3rd, 2022:

n Meeker: Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday 10am-11am, Thursdays ONLY 
10am-2pm. Rapid tests not available on 
Thursdays.  

n Rangely: Monday 1pm-2pm, 
Wednesdays 10am-2pm, and Friday 

9-10am. Rapid tests not available on 
Wednesdays. 

We will be closed for testing on 
Monday, Jan. 17.

Please see the following link for infor-
mation about Colorado's at-home testing 
program: https://covid19.colorado.gov/
covid-19-testing-at-home

Travel testing is available at RBC 
Public Health. We offer same day rapid 
molecular testing for $45. Please check 
travel requirements for your specific des-
tination. 
VACCINATIONS

Vaccinations for COVID-19 (5 and 
up) and Flu available - All Insurance 
accepted. COVID-19 vaccines are FREE 
of charge. Booster doses are now avail-
able for anyone in Colorado over the age 
of 16, as long as 6 months have passed 

since initial MRNA series or 2 months 
since initial J&J dose.

Walk-In clinics (no appointment 
necessary):

n Meeker: Thursdays, 12:00 - 5:30 
pm (Meeker Public Health Office)- 200 
Main St (Fairfield Center)

n  Rangely: Wednesdays, 12:00 - 
5:30 pm (Rangely Public Health Office)- 
101 E Main St (across from the library)

Please call to schedule an appointment 
for all other vaccines, including shingles, 
pneumonia, and childhood immuniza-
tions. Walk-ins for flu shots are welcomed 
on other days based on nurse availability.

n Other Clinic Locations and 
Times:  Pioneers Medical Center Walk-
In Clinic: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9:00 
- noon and 2:00 - 4:00 pm  (Johnson & 
Johnson and Moderna available)

OBITUARY POLICY: 
The Rio Blanco Herald Times chooses not 
to charge a publication fee for obituaries 

or death notices with a local connection to 
the county. It is our belief that publishing 

obituaries is a matter of public record and 
part of our responsibility as a newspaper to 
maintain a living record of our local history. 

This is made possible by our subscribers and 
supporters. If you need to submit an obituary 
or death notice, please stop by the office or 

email editor@theheraldtimes.com

Kenneth Lee Abbott
Dec. 28, 1953 ~ Dec. 30, 2021

Robert 'Bob' Ruckman
Jan. 8, 1944 ~ Dec. 27, 2021

Penny Pearce
Jan. 10, 1966 ~ Dec. 22, 2021

David Gordon Peckham
Jan. 11, 1974 ~ Dec. 29, 2021

Kenneth Lee Abbott was born Dec. 28, 1953. He passed away at 
the age of 69 on Dec. 30, 2021. 

Ken is survived by three brothers: Gary, Ronald and Mark Abbott 
and their families; his loving wife Joan Abbott; his two sons, Isaiah 
Abbott and wife Kirsten, Jerod Abbott and wife Jessica; seven 
beautiful grandchildren; many nieces, nephews and extended family. 
He was a loving, caring, kind husband, father, grandfather, Jack-of-
all-trades and dear friend. He will be sorely missed.

Robert Leonard 
(Bob) Ruckman 
passed away at 
Pioneers Medical 
Center in Meeker, 
Colorado, on Dec. 
27, 2021, following 
c o m p l i c a t i o n s 
from an abdominal 
aneurysm. He 
previously had a 
stroke in August 
2021 which left him 
paralyzed on his right 
side, and he was currently 
residing at the Walbridge 
Memorial Convalescent 
Wing in Meeker. He was 
77 years old.

Bob was born to Ray 
and Clara Ruckman at the 
original St Mary’s Hospital 
in Grand Junction, 
Colorado, on Jan. 8, 
1944. He was raised and 
attended school in Meeker, 
Colorado, until high school 
graduation in 1962.

Following graduation, 
Bob attended Western 
State College in Gunnison, 
Colorado, for a year, 
leaving because he said it 
was “too cold up there.” 
He began a second 
college year at Mesa State 
College in Grand Junction, 
Colorado, but left to enlist 
in the Army on March 10, 
1964.

In the Army Bob 
was trained as a nuclear 
weapons technician and 
spent time at both Redstone 
Arsenal in Huntsville, 
Alabama, and Sandia 
Base in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico. Following 
his training, he served 
as a nuclear weapons 
electronics specialist at 
the U.S. Army Depot in 
Fischbach, Germany.

While in Germany, 
Bob met his future wife, 
Bonnie, in November 
1966. She was in a study 
abroad program at the 
University of Strasbourg 
in Strasbourg, France, 
which was about an hour 
from Fischbach. They met 
through friends and Bob 
proposed a short three 
weeks later. It wasn’t quite 
love at first sight but pretty 
close!  

When Bob was 
discharged from the Army 
in February 1967, he left 
Europe and moved to 
Bonnie’s home town of 
Oxford, Indiana. Because 
Bonnie was a student 
at Purdue University in 
Lafayette, Indiana, and 
would be finishing her 
degree there the following 
year, he decided that it 
would be a good place for 
him to pursue the rest of 
his college career as well. 
But because Bonnie could 

not leave France 
until the end of 
the school year in 
June, Bob lived 
with her parents, 
whom he had 
never met before, 
until she came 
home. Her mother 
announced that he 
was the son they 
had never had!

Bob and Bonnie were 
married on July 29, 1967, 
in Oxford, Indiana, and 
established their home 
first in Lafayette, Indiana, 
and later in Oxford. 
While Bonnie finished her 
education and then taught 
school, Bob worked at 
Purdue as an electronics 
technician in the 
Bionucleonics Department 
and began taking classes 
at the Purdue College of 
Technology.

In August 1970, Bob 
received a Bachelor of 
Science degree with 
a major in industrial 
supervision. The couple 
then moved to Bob’s home 
state of Colorado because 
he missed the mountains. 
They bought a home in 
Golden, Colorado, and 
Bob worked as a maltster 
for the Adolph Coors 
Company.  

In 1972, Bob had the 
opportunity to return to 
Meeker and went into 
partnership with his 
brother, Jim, and their 
friend, Jack Holzberlein. 
They became Holzberlein-
Ruckman Construction 
Company, later Ruckman, 
Incorporated.  The 
company was primarily 
involved in home and small 
business construction. 

Following the economic 
downturn in the 1980s, 
the construction business 
was closed and Bob 
went to work for the Rio 
Blanco County Sheriff’s 
Department in January 
1985. He was employed 
as a detention officer but 
was later promoted to jail 
administrator. He remained 
in that position until his 
retirement in June 2006

Following retirement, 
Bob served as a substitute 
teacher in the Meeker 
school system and also 
worked for the Ninth 
Judicial District Court as 
a conservator and friendly 
visitor.

After Bonnie also 
retired in 2013, the couple 
bought a motor home and 
spent the winter months 
in Arizona. Bob loved 
building and repairing 
and was very good at 
just about anything.  He 
enjoyed traveling and most 

of all loved spending time 
with family, especially his 
grandchildren.

Bob was a senior 
member of Meeker Fire 
and Rescue and was a 
firefighter and EMT 
beginning in 1974, serving 
the citizens of Meeker 
and eastern Rio Blanco 
County in this capacity 
for 40 years. In other 
community activities, 
Bob was a member of the 
Meeker Community Choir, 
a 9Health Fair volunteer, 
and a member and past 
president of the Meeker 
Oldtimers Association.  He 
served on the Rio Blanco 
Search and Rescue Team, 
was a Red Cross volunteer 
and CPR and First Aid 
Instructor, served on the 
Safehouse Board, and was 
a past vice president of 
the Meeker Chamber of 
Commerce.

In addition to his 
bachelor’s degree, Bob 
also received an Associate 
of Applied Science in 
criminal justice degree at 
Colorado Northwestern 
Community College.

Bob was preceded 
in death by his parents 
and his brothers, Benton 
(Benny) and George (Joe) 
Ruckman. He is survived 
by his wife Bonnie (Copas) 
Ruckman of Meeker; his 
son Ron (Lisa) Ruckman 
of Pinedale, Wyoming; 
son Ben (Jolene) Ruckman 
of Windsor, Colorado; 
granddaughter Taylor 
(Orlando) Carrillo of 
Laramie, Wyoming; 
granddaughter Sydney 
Ruckman of Powell, 
Wyoming; and grandson 
Sean Ruckman of 
Pinedale; his brother Jim 
(Sue) Ruckman of Grand 
Junction; brother Jack 
(Elaine) Ruckman of 
Reno, Nevada; plus many 
much loved cousins and 
nieces and nephews.

The family is planning 
to have a celebration of 
life next summer and 
will announce details 
later.  In lieu of flowers 
donations may be made 
in Bob’s name to Meeker 
Fire and Rescue, PO Box 
737, Meeker, CO 81641. 
Donations will be used to 
fund EMT certification 
training for new EMTs.

The family knows that 
many people have stories 
they like to share about 
Bob and would invite 
everyone to send their 
written stories to Grant 
Mortuary at PO Box 333, 
Meeker, CO 81641.  The 
stories will be kept and 
shared by the family.

Penny Pearce, 
55, gained her 
heavenly wings 
on Dec. 22, 2021, 
at her home in 
Rangely, Colorado.

Penny was 
born in Plainview, 
Texas, in 1966, 
to Charles 
and Charlene 
Edwards. She 
graduated from Prairiland 
High School in Pattonville, 
Texas, where she loved 
to play sports and was a 
friend to many. Penny has 
been a resident of Rangely, 
Colorado, for the past 
14 years and in that time 
has come to know many 
people she loved and cared 
for deeply. 

She was one with a sense 
of humor like no other! 
She loved to make people 
laugh and she always 
had a good time where 
she went. Her children 
and grandchildren were 
the apple of her eye and 

time with them 
were her favorite 
moments. She 
stayed at home as 
her children grew 
and homeschooled 
them for most of 
their childhood. 
She had an 
imagination that 
made her kids’ 
and grandkids’ 

lives a fun adventure. She 
loved to do a lot of things 
in life like camping, car 
races, car shows, sports, 
reading, writing, singing, 
drawing, visiting new 
places, video games, 
drives down old dirt roads 
and most of all fishing. 
She was a loving friend, 
always there for others 
with a shoulder to cry on 
and an ear to listen; her 
wise words and comforting 
arms will be missed by 
many!

She was preceded 
in death by her mother 
Charlene Edwards in 2007, 

and her brother David 
Edwards this past October 
2021. She is survived 
by her father Charles 
Edwards of Paris, Texas; 
her daughter Amanda 
Kinney and spouse Cody; 
her son Nathan Pearce and 
spouse Alexandria; and 
11 grandchildren, all of 
Rangely, Colorado. 

Penny will have two 
celebrations of life: one 
in Paris, Texas, to be 
announced at a later time, 
and services in Rangely, 
Colorado, will be held on 
Jan. 10, her birthday, at 
The Elks Lodge from 5-8 
p.m. Please do not wear 
black, she did not want 
that. This is the party she 
would have p-worded, 
let’s celebrate Penny’s life 
the way she would have 
wanted. Flowers and cards 
can be sent to 208 River 
Rd., Rangely, Colorado, 
81648 or 80 County Road 
101, Rangely, Colorado, 
81648.  

David Gordon 
Peckham passed 
away on Dec. 29, 
2021, at the age of 
47. David was born 
on Jan. 11, 1974, 
in Long Beach, 
California. He en-
joyed his music 
and football teams 
and star gazing on 
clear nights. But 
most of all David enjoyed 
being a proud father. He 
loved his baby so much 
and he was his world. As 
soon as his son was born 
his life changed and he 
knew he wanted to be there 
for his child and did every-
thing he could to care and 
protect him. 

He had a unique per-
sonality and liked to have 
fun but made sure that 
everybody knew he was 
always right. He was of-

ten the life of the 
party and loved to 
dance in his own 
style. He was al-
ways very honest 
with his feelings 
and let everyone 
know it. He loved 
to have fun and 
enjoyed hanging 
out whether it 
be on the river, 

in the garage or just hav-
ing a few beers with those 
around him. He had three 
cats which were all like his 
children to him which he 
was always spoiling. Da-
vid was a very caring and 
kind person and he had so 
much more life to share. 

He is survived by his 
best friend and wife of 12 
years, Jennifer Hernandez 
of Rangely, Colorado; his 
six month old baby Evard 
Gordon Peckham; sister 

Emily Peckham of Long 
Beach, California.

He is preceded in death 
by his mother Bonnie El-
len Jaffe and father Danny 
Lee Peckham.

In lieu of flowers, if you 
would like to help support 
and care for David's six 
month old baby you can 
donate on Venmo to @Jen-
nifer-Hernandez-1293

A celebration of life will 
be held on his birthday, 
Tuesday, Jan. 11 at 11 a.m. 
at New Creation Church 
of Rangely, 115 Kennedy 
Dr., Rangely, Colorado, 
81648.  A viewing for fam-
ily and friends will be held 
Sunday, Jan. 9 at 6-8 p.m. 
at Ashley Valley Funer-
al Home, 410 North 800 
West in Vernal, Utah. On-
line condolences may be 
shared at www.AshleyVal-
leyFuneralHome.com

OBITUARY

OBITUARY

OBITUARY

OBITUARY

Ken 
Abbott

Bob 
Ruckman

Penny 
Pearce

David 
Peckham
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http://www.wrenergy.com
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 The Meeker Herald
125 years ago

• It is fun to receive orders that you need not obey 
unless you choose.

• The best conversationalist is the one who can listen 
the longest without betraying his annoyance.

The Meeker Herald
100 years ago

• Add mysteries of life: why is a saxophone called 
an instrument?

• Checkers may not be the greatest game in the 
world, but you hardly ever hear of anybody getting 
killed in quarrell about it.

The Meeker Herald 
50 years ago

• Two Meeker locals, Gayle Glasgow and Linda 
Hazelbaker have the honor of being selected as two of 
the six finalists from the applicants throughout the state 
of Colorado to compete in the Miss Colorado Wool 
Contest. 

• The sale of the historic Miller Martensen ranch 
east of Hayden was finalized on Dec. 22, 1971, and was 
announced last week. It was sold to Glen Paulk, Tom 
Hall, Jack Moss, and Dean Sandvick. 

The Meeker Herald 
25 years ago

• Good news: quality of the water in the White River 
is in excellent shape according to the US Geographical 
survey on Jan 7.

• The Meeker Cowboys basketball team finished 
their preseason on Dec. 19, in which they lost to 
Steamboat and won against Ouray. 

Rangely Times 
50 years ago

• Two Rangely College students died Sunday as the 
result of a one-car accident when their Ford Bronco ran 
off the road and skid sideways down a steep bank just 
six miles out of town.

• The official ground breaking for the new Rangely 
Public Library took place at the new construction site at 
Jones and Main on December 21. 

Rangely Times 
25 years ago

• The CNCC Fine Arts Department invites all 
singers in grades 3-8 to join the new chorus for kids for 
an opportunity to both sing and perform simple staging 
and choreography to popular tunes and arrangements. 

• Rangely senior Rebecca Olree Swam with the 
Moffat County team at Delta on Thursday and broke 
the Moffat County School record for the 200 IM with 
a time of 2:26.10, and broke the pool record which she 
set last year for the 100 yard breaststroke with a time 
of 1:10.08. 

DAYS GONE BY

CARPET
Tile & Hardwood
Carpet and Floor Coverings
SALES • INSTALLATION
Sales: Bob Lay/Gin Sheridan

140 East 26th St.
Rifle, Colorado 81650

999977770000....666622225555....1111555555553333

East Avenue

FFFFlllloooooooorrrr iiiinnnngggg    ttttoooo    ffff iiii tttt
yyyyoooouuuurrrr     hhhhoooommmmeeee....

VISIT RIFLE

PRESS RELEASE
Special to the Herald Times

The Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) is proposing 
to sell 3.73 acres of public lands 
in Rio Blanco County to Colorado 
Northwestern Community College 
(CNCC) to resolve inadvertent, 
unauthorized use of public lands. 
CNCC previously leased this parcel 
of public land for the operation of 
a shooting range. The lease expired 
in 2006 and the shooting range is 
operating without a lease.

The White River Field Office 
(WRFO) intends to prepare an 
Environmental Assessment (EA) 
to amend the 1997 White River 
Resource Management Plan. The 
EA would evaluate the appropriate-
ness of identifying the parcel con-
taining CNCC’s shooting range for 
disposal, making the land available 
for direct sale to CNCC.

“This facility serves local com-
munities by providing a resource 
for law enforcement education 
and training at CNCC, along with 
local police, sheriffs, and Federal 
agencies for qualifying their law 
enforcement personnel,” said Bill 
Mills, Field Manager for WRFO. 
“Considering this small adjustment 
to our Resource Management Plan 
will allow for the continued use and 
management of CNCC’s shooting 
range, while resolving an ongoing 

land use issue.”
The Federal Register notice 

gives the public 45 days to com-
ment on the scope of analysis and 
identification of relevant informa-
tion involving the proposed plan 
amendment identified in the plan-
ning criteria and disposal action. A 
description and map of the parcel 
is available online at: https://go.u-
sa.gov/x79BM. Written comments 
may be mailed to: Bill Mills, Field 
Manager, BLM, White River Field 
Office, 220 East Market Street, 

Meeker, CO 81641 or emailed to: 
blm_co_wrfo_sale@blm.gov.

Before including address, phone 
number, email address, or any other 
personal identifying information in 
your comment, you should be aware 
that your entire comment, including 
personal identifying information, 
may be made publicly available 
at any time. While you can ask us 
in your comment to withhold your 
personal identifying information 
from public view, we cannot guar-
antee that we will be able to do so.

BLM proposes 3.73 acre sale to CNCC

COURTESY PHOTO
The BLM is seeking public input on proposed plans to conduct fuels reduction for fire mitigation 
along the north and west sides of Meeker.

PRESS RELEASE
Special to the Herald Times

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) White 
River Field Office is seeking public input on a proposal 
to conduct a planned fuels reduction treatment along the 
north and west portion of the town of Meeker. This action 
would create a fuel break that would improve firefighter 
and public safety by reducing the hazardous fuel loading, 
which would decrease the likelihood that portions of the 
town of Meeker would be impacted by a wildland fire. 
The BLM is partnering with the Town of Meeker, Meeker 
Fire Department and Rio Blanco County on this project.

“Planned fuel breaks can be a more efficient way 
for firefighters to slow the progress of a wildfire while 
ensuring firefighter and public safety. Fuel breaks are an 
important strategy to minimize the risk of communities 
and infrastructure being impacted by wildfire events,” 

said White River Field Manager Bill Mills.
Public comments must be received by Feb. 2, 2022 via 

the ePlanning project website at the following link: https://
eplanning.blm.gov/eplanning-ui/project/2012510/510. 
The public’s input will assist the BLM in identifying 
any concerns with the proposed fuels reduction project. 
Before including your address, phone number, e-mail 
address or other personal identifying information in 
your comment, be advised that your entire comment — 
including your personal identifying information — may 
be made publicly available at any time.

For more information and to submit public comments, 
please visit the ePlanning project website at the 
following link: https://eplanning.blm.gov/eplanning-ui/
project/2012510/510.

For additional information contact the White River 
Field Office at 220 E. Market St. in Meeker or call 970-
878-3800.

BLM seeks public comment on hazardous 
fuels reduction along Meeker fire break

JAMES ROBERTS COURTESY PHOTO
Property owned by BLM where the CNCC shooting range is (above) 
could be sold to the college, clearing up inadvertent unauthorized use 
of public lands.

https://go.usa.gov/x79BM
https://go.usa.gov/x79BM
mailto:blm_co_wrfo_sale%40blm.gov?subject=
https://eplanning.blm.gov/eplanning-ui/project/2012510/510
https://eplanning.blm.gov/eplanning-ui/project/2012510/510
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http://
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BANK OF THE 
SAN JUANS

222 W. Main, Rangely
970-675-2222

COLORADO CPA 
SERVICES

118 W. Main, Rangely
970-675-2222

W.C. STRIEGEL
17030 Hwy. 64, Rangely

970-675-8444

WENDLL'S WHITE 
RIVER ROASTERS
206 Market, Meeker

970-878-3688

YOUR 
BUSINESS 

HERE!
SPONSOR 

HOME TEAM 
COVERAGE!

BANK OF THE 
SAN JUANS

500 Main, Meeker
970-878-5073

COULTER 
AVIATION

Meeker
970-878-5045

YOUR BUSINESS
HERE!

SUPPORT LOCAL 
SPORTS COVERAGE

970-878-4017

NORTHWEST AUTO 
SALES & SERVICE

485 Market St., Meeker
970-878-5026

WATT'S RANCH 
MARKET

271 E. Market, Meeker
970-878-5868

WENDLL'S WHITE 
RIVER ROASTERS

206 Market St., Meeker
970-878-3688

WHITE RIVER
CONVENIENCE

793 Market St., Meeker
970-878-5353

WHITE RIVER 
ELECTRIC 

ASSOCIATION, INC.
233 Sixth St., Meeker

970-878-5041

YOUR 
BUSINESS 

HERE!
SPONSOR 

HOME TEAM 
COVERAGE!

SPORTS & REC 

Special to the Herald Times

The Meeker Summer Rodeo 
Series is happy to announce the 6th 
year of the weekly summer rodeos. 

The summer of 2021 was a great 
year for the Summer Rodeo, with 
a record number of spectators who 
came on a weekly basis to enjoy the 
rodeo, 10 weeks in a row!

The Rodeo Season will again 
have a minimum of 10 Thursday 
night rodeos starting June 9. 

With your generous donations, 
the summer series will continue to 
offer an evening of fun for young 
and old alike. 

The 2021 Meeker Summer Rodeo 

series season, due to the generosity 
of our rodeo supporters like you, was 
a free spectator event. Our attendees 
were able to come and enjoy every 
Thursday, all summer, without any 
gate fees. Additionally, once again 
through charitable donations, we 
were able to offer $500 in additional 
prize money for the weekly bull 
riding event. This additional prize 
money brought in record numbers 
of riders including PBR accredited 
riders.

Our supporter base includes 30 
businesses and individual donors 
which came together to offer the 
northwest corner of Colorado this 
outstanding, weekly outdoor event. 

As well as monetary donations, other 
local businesses also donated gift 
certificates to offer at our weekly 
raffles — up to six prizes nightly for 
all 10 rodeos. Our concession stand 
was again supported by the local 
Meeker Lions Club and the Barone 
Junior High School eighth-grade 
class. The 2021 sales were near 
$10,000, helping fund the eighth-
grade yearly trip to Washington, D.C. 

Contact Regas Halandras 970-
629-9714 or Cody Edinger 970-
629-0182 for more information. 
Donations can be mailed to: Meeker 
Summer Rodeo Series C/O Regas K 
Halandras PO Box 677 Meeker, CO 
81641.

Meeker Summer Rodeo Series 
announces sixth year of weekly events

RANGELY 
BASKETBALL 
(VARSITY)
Jan. 7 @ Vail Christian
5:30 p.m. (girls) and 7 
p.m. (boys) 

Jan. 8 @ Vail Mountain
3:30 p.m. (girls) and 7 
p.m. 

Jan. 13 @ Home v. 
Hayden
5:30 p.m. (girls) and 7 
p.m. (boys) 

Jan. 14 @ De Beque 
5 p.m. (girls) and 6:30 
p.m. (boys) 

Jan. 15 @ Home v. 
Soroco
4 p.m. (girls) and 

Jan. 21 @ Home V. 
West Grand
5:30 p.m. (girls) and 7 
p.m. (boys) 

Jan. 21 @ Olathe
2:30 p.m. (girls) and 4 
p.m. (boys) 

RANGELY HS 
WRESTLING

Jan. 7-8 — Tournament 
of Champions @ Vernal
Jan. 14 — Duals @ 
Hayden
Jan. 15 — Hayden 
Tourney
Jan. 22 — Rangely 
Tournament
Jan. 29 — @ Grand 
Valley

MEEKER 
BASKETBALL 
(VARSITY)

Jan. 7 @ North Fork
3-9 p.m.

Jan. 8 @ Home v. 
Olathe
1-5:30 p.m.

Jan. 13 @ Grand Valley
3-10 p.m.

Jan. 15 @ Plateau 
Valley
1-5:30 p.m.

Jan. 20 @ Home v. 
Snake River
4:30-8:30 p.m.

Jan. 21 @ Caprock
3-9 p.m.

Jan. 22 @ Home v. 
Soroco
1-5:30 p.m.
Jan. 27 @ Home v. 
Rangely
4-8:30 p.m.

Jan. 29 @ Vail Mountain
1-4 p.m.

MEEKER HS 
WRESTLING

Jan. 6 — @ Home v. 
Delta/Rifle
Jan. 7-8 — Tournament 
of Champions @ Vernal
Jan. 13  — @ Grand 
Valley
Jan. 15 — @ Hayden
Jan. 18 — @ Moffat 
County
Jan. 21-22 — Rumble in 
the Rockies @ Lafayette
Jan. 26 — @ Palisade

LEAK AT RJSHS ...

MATT SCOGGINS PHOTO
This is what kept the Rangely Junior/Senior High staff and some helpful students busy 
Monday when they returned from winter break. “We had a failed joint in our fire suppression 
system yesterday morning which forced us to send students home and go to virtual learn-
ing. Students and staff jumped in to help with the cleanup and many of us ran home and 
grabbed our shop vacs to help. We have an amazing school community,” said Superintendent 
Matt Scoggins.

Submitted by Jeff 
Anderson

Special to the Herald 
Times

The 1975-1976 
Rangely Panther boys 
basketball team of Kirby 
Burchett, Tom Staley, 
Alan Stahlecker, Alan 
Ducey, Rory Enterline, 
Bryan Byers, Jeff 
Anderson, John Cook, 
Paul Allred, Bryan 
Fairchild, Steve Menge 
and David Collins was 
a high scoring and suc-
cessful team, and on 
December 20, 1975 they 
ended a 17 year win 
drought against the Rifle 
Bears.

This Rangely team 
still holds the winnin-
gest season record for 
the school, winning 
21 games and los-
ing only two. All five 
starters would end up 
as all-conference selec-
tions, Ducey, Stahlecker, 
Anderson, Fairchild, 
and Cook, a first in 
the mighty 10 team 
Northwestern League. 
They would score over 
100 points five times 
that year and average 90 
points a game. 

They would score 
115 points in a state 
tournament game, a 
state record that still 
stands. As the smallest 
school in AA, a class 
that no longer exists, 
they would end the sea-
son by capturing the 
AA State Consolation 
Championship in 

Denver.
The game that ended 

the losing streak by the 
Panthers was a record 
setting, all-time, school 
and state performance by 
the Panthers. Anderson, 
the six foot, seven inch 
center for Rangely, had 
a career record setting 
night, scoring 51 points, 
grabbing 27 rebounds, 
and shooting an unimag-
inable 24 for 27 from the 
field while going three 
for three from the free 
throw line, leading the 
Panthers to a 78-51 win 
over the Bears. The 51 
point individual scoring 
record ranked as one of 
the top ten individual 
scoring efforts for all 
classes in the history of 
the state of Colorado at 
that time. Anderson's 
24 made field goals still 
ranks in the top five in 
Colorado prep history, 
as does his 30 points 
scored in the second half 
of the game. 

"You have heard of 

players being ‘in the 
zone’”, said Anderson, 
who now resides in 
Arizona. "I was deep, 
deep in that zone. I 
never reached that level 
of play again, either in 
my high school or col-
lege career. It is hard to 
describe but I felt that 
I could not miss, and I 
rarely did. "

"I knew we would 
have a tough league 
opener at Rifle," 
Anderson recollects. 
"They had  a powerful 
front line, a 6'9" all con-
ference center and a 6'3" 
all conference forward. 
It would take a great 
effort to beat them at 
their place in our confer-
ence opener."

Up by 13 at half-
time, the Panthers went 
on a scoring blitz to put 
the Bears away. At one 
point Anderson scored 

25 straight points for 
Rangely, and gives cred-
it to his teammates for 
his record setting per-
formance. "We just had 
an amazing once in a 
lifetime team that year," 
said Anderson. "We 
ended up having one 
bad game at state but I 
will always believe we 
were the best team in 
Colorado that year."

Anderson would 
end the year averag-
ing 24 points and 15 
rebounds per game for 
the Panthers. He would 
be the first Rangey 
High School player to 
be named first team all-
state and would play in 
the AA all-state game, 
leading the north squad 
to victory.

After high school 
Anderson attended col-
lege and continued play-
ing ball in Montana.

Former Panther still holds strong record

HT FILE PHOTO
The 1975-76 RHS Panther basketball team.
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PRESS RELEASE
Special to the Herald Times

MEEKER | The Colorado Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Northwest 
District Office welcomes Bill Mills as the new Field Manager for the White River 
Field Office in Meeker, Colorado. Mills will assume responsibilities as the new field 
manager beginning Jan. 3. He will be responsible for the management and stewardship 
of more than 40 employees and over 1.4 million acres of public land in Rio Blanco 
County and portions of Garfield and Moffat County in northwestern Colorado.  

“We are delighted to welcome Bill Mills aboard as the new Field Manager for the 
White River Field Office here in northwest Colorado,” said District Manager Elijah 
Waters. “Bill has a proven history of building consensus and finding innovative 
solutions to manage public lands in Colorado, and we’re thrilled to have him join our 
team.”

Bill has been the Kremmling Field Manager since September 2018. He began 
his BLM career in 2010 as a at the BLM National Operations Center in Lakewood, 
Colorado. In 2014, Bill moved to the BLM Colorado State Office where he held a 
position of section chief in the Division of Support Services. In 2016, Bill transitioned 
to the Administrative Officer, Rocky Mountain District Staff in Canon City, Colorado.  

“I am honored to be the new Field Manager for the White River Field Office 
and to have the opportunity to work with such a talented staff,” said White River 
Field Manager, Bill Mills. “I look forward to continuing to connect with the local 
communities, government officials, Tribes, and stakeholders.”

Prior to his BLM career, Bill served in the U.S. Air Force from 1989-2009. Bill and 
his wife Chandra have six children and one grandson. They enjoy being active with 
their kids’ athletic programs. In his spare time, Bill enjoys boating, fishing and golf.

BLM Northwest District Office welcomes new field manager

COURTESY PHOTO
Bill Mills has been named the new Field Manager for the White 
River BLM Field Office.

TROOPER TIPS

By MASTER TROOPER 
GARY CUTLER

Colorado State Patrol

As we arrive in yet another year, 
it’s time for a few New Year 
resolutions. If you’ll indulge me, 

I have a suggestion for one of them this 
year. 2022 needs to have a little more 
happiness than the last two seem to have 
severely missed and I have tips to make 
it happier.

On top of Covid issues, Colorado 
has been getting hit hard with record 
breaking fatal crashes. Each morning I 
receive a report that lists all of the fatal 
crashes in the state that happened the day 
before.  There are days we receive up to 
five people who have lost their lives. This 

is awful and doesn’t have to be this way.
I have been working our roads for 18 

years, and have covered a lot of fatal and 
injury crashes. I can honestly say that 
not one of them happened without some 
form of careless driving. So, this time I’ll 
focus on talking about being careful when 
driving. Because sometimes all it takes is 
a small event that no one would believe 
will cause a crash.

It can be something as simple as 
tuning the radio to a new station, talking 
to a passenger, looking at something 
on the side of the road, eating, even 
daydreaming, anything that divides 
your attention from the road. Most of 
these crashes have one thing in common 
beyond the distraction: the vehicle went 
out of its lane because of the distraction. 

So please give driving the attention it 
needs and deserves. There is nothing 
worth your life.

When drivers drift out of their lane, 
even if it’s only a little bit, or for a 
short amount of time, it can have huge 
ramifications. Often the driver over 
corrects and they lose even more control 
of the vehicle.  Sometimes they strike a 
vehicle coming the other direction. They 
go down embankments, impact trees or 
over-turn. All of these add to the severity 
of a simple unintentional action.

For those drivers that do keep their full 
attention to driving, I want you watching 
out for those that aren’t fully paying 
attention to the road. You can still be 
doing everything right and have another 
driver hit you.  Try to keep these tips with 

you when driving.
Always look past your hood. I’m still 

surprised at how many people slam their 
brakes on at the last second because they 
didn’t look far enough past their vehicle 
and were shocked to see an obstacle 
in the roadway. Another important item 
is watching for vehicles drifting into 
your lane whether it be the same  or 
opposite direction. On interstates watch 
for vehicles that have lost control and 
might be coming across a median.

My message comes down to enjoy the 
ride, but be aware of your surroundings 
and you’ll be around a long time to 
remember the fun times.

As always, safe travels! 

New year resolution

CDPHE offers low-cost test 
kits during National Radon 

Action Month
PRESS RELEASE

Special to the Herald Times

RBC | Gov. Jared Polis has proclaimed January 2022, 
National Radon Action Month, and the Colorado Department 

of Public Health & Environment urges Colorado residents 
to test their homes for radon using a low-cost radon test kit.

Radon is the leading cause of lung cancer deaths among 
nonsmokers in America and claims the lives of about 21,000 
Americans each year. In Colorado, nearly half of homes have 
high radon levels, and more than 500 lung cancer deaths in 
the state each year are attributed to radon. The best way to 
protect against radon is to perform a simple, low cost test of 
your home.

Radon is a naturally occurring radioactive gas with no 
color, odor, or taste. Radon can easily enter homes and other 
buildings through small openings like cracks in foundations, 
openings around pumps and drains, and crawl spaces. 

“Testing your home for radon is simple and should be 
done when all your doors and windows are closed. That’s 
why January is a great time to test, during National Radon 
Action Month.” said Jill Hunsaker Ryan, executive director, 
CDPHE. “Our Free testing program helps keeps the public 
safe, especially families who may not be able to afford to test 
for radon otherwise. We want everyone to be safe from this 
silent cancer-causing gas.”

Homeowners who already have radon mitigation systems 
should retest their homes every few years to make sure the 
system is working properly. More information is available on 
the CDPHE website: www.coloradoradon.info 

Colorado residents urged to test homes for cancer-causing radon

✺✺✺
NEW YEAR'S RESOLUTION:

BE A BETTER CITIZEN BY READING 
YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER.

✺✺✺
HT1885.COM/SUBSCRIBE

http://grandriverhealth.org
www.theheraldtimes.com/subscribe
http://www.ht1885.com/subscribe
http://www.remindmagazine.com/rmcp
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The Birthday Song!

     “Happy Birthday 
to You” is thought to 
be the song that is 
sung the most around
the world!  It was written
by two sisters, Mildred 
and Patty Smith Hill.
They were teachers 
and wrote it as a 
“Good Morning to All” 
song for young children. 
The words have been
changed over the years 
to make it a birthday 
song. 
   

    Many people light candles on a cake and
sing a song before blowing out the candles.
 What do people do
when they blow out the
candles on their cake?

= Red
=  Yellow

=  Blue
=  Brown$

  Use this color 
code to see:

They think 
    of a secret:

     What is the date of your birthday? In our country, we all 
have our own special day to celebrate what is special about 
us. It is our birth day. Yes, the party fun starts when we are 
turning one and continues as long as we live. We also get to 
celebrate birthdays for everyone in our family – and our 
friends’ birthdays, too!  We celebrate birthdays all year round.
     In some countries, like Saudi Arabia, people do not 
celebrate birthdays due to religious beliefs. In other countries, 
like China, everyone celebrates his or her birthday together 
on the country’s New Year's Day. Everyone turns a year older 
at the same time! Children there may receive gifts of money. On
special birthdays very long noodles are served to bring long life.   

     What is the most 
delicious part of a 
birthday? The cake, 
of course! Everyone 
knows that you have 
to have a cake to 
celebrate!  

Party Games  
     What do you like to do at a birthday party? Here 
are some fun games to play. Just fill in the blanks 
with the missing vowels – a, e, i, o and u!

5. P__n    th__    T __ __l    
    __n    th__    D__nk__y!

and my 
favorite:

     

card license

How Old am I?  Fun Birthday Math Riddles!

  I am twice as 
old as my sister!

 And I am twice as old 
as you, Little Mouse!

I'm two!  Brother Mouse is the oldest of three children.                                Sister Mouse is younger 
        than Brother Mouse..              

                   
years 
old.

Sister 
Mouse is                  
  
    

    Can you read the clues below to figure out how old each one is?

    Uh-oh...
Hey, not on a
real donkey!

Grandpa Mouse is 35 times 
     as old as Little 
         Mouse.

   Grandma Mouse is 5 years younger       
                       than Grandpa Mouse Papa Mouse 

 is 5 times as 
  old as 
Brother Mouse

       Mama Mouse is half 
       as old as Papa Mouse 
        plus 17 more years.

zzzzzzzzz

         What 
         is the
        birthday 
        surprise 
          inside 
         this box?
          Follow 
          the dots 
           to see.

1
2 3 4 5 6

7891013 1112

14 15 16 17 18
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24
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27
28

29
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31
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33
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36
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38
39

40
41424344

45 46 47 48 49
50

4

3
510

1. celebrate the day a person was __________.
2. become one __________ older.
3. may decorate with __________ and streamers.
4. may wear colorful birthday __________ on our heads.
5. may hear the popular “Happy Birthday to You”
    __________ sung to us a few times.
6. make a __________ before we try to blow out the  
    candles on our cake in one breath.
7. share cake and __________ with our family and friends.
8. may receive a __________ in the mail.
9. may get __________ and good wishes.
10. look forward to special birthdays that give us
      the right to apply for a driver’s __________ or to sign 
      up to vote!     

On a birthday we:
born

year

wish

ice cream

presentsballoonshats

song
1

26

7

8

9

Birthday Celebrations

  I’ll bet the 
surprise is 
a puppy!
No, a ball!
No, a game!
No, a... 

Open 
   it!

1. P __ ñ __ t __ 2. Tr __ __ s __ r __      
         H __ nt3. M __ s __ c __ l      

      Ch __ __ rs 4. B __ ll __ __ n      
       St __ mp 

  Can you find and 
circle 20 words that 
have at least 3
vowels in them?

Little Mouse is the youngest
of the three children.  

Brother 
Mouse is

years 
old.

 N
ew

sp
ap

er
 F

un
! C

re
at

ed
 b

y A
nn

im
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 L
LC
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 2
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Newspaper Fun!
www.readingclubfun.com
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 Kids: color
  stuff in!

How do you like to celebrate... ...your birthday each year?

THEME: AMERICAN 
AUTHORS
1. Cause for a duel

5. Nelson Mandela's org.
8. "____ in the shade"
12. Andean people's chew

13. "White Wedding" singer
14. Like a haunted mansion
15. South American tuber, pl.

16. Type of cotton fiber
17. Desired forecast?
18. *"The Underground 

Railroad" author
20. Like West Wing office
21. Not silently
22. "When We Were Kings" 
subject
23. Hand over (2 words)
26. Barbecued
30. The Jackson 5 1970 hit
31. Repressed
34. "Alice Doesn't ____ Here 
Anymore"
35. State of dishonor
37. Three, to Caesar
38. Brightest star in Cygnus
39. Performer's time to shine
40. "No.1 Ladies Detective 
____" book series
42. African migrator
43. *"The Night Watchman" 
author
45. *"Little Women" author
47. Poor man's caviar
48. Analyze
50. Canter or gallop
52. *"A Farewell to Arms" author
56. Latin dance
57. Club on the links
58. Kind or courteous
59. Los ____, CA
60. Round feed storage
61. Not odd
62. Colonial times laborer
63. Band performance
64. Theodores, to friends

DOWN
1. Flat-bottomed boat
2. Scottish lake
3. Antioxidants-rich berry
4. Popular primo dish in Italian 
restaurant, pl.

5. Bye, to Edith Piaf
6. Wanderer
7. Garbed
8. *"Moby Dick" author
9. Length times width
10. Call someone, in the olden 
days
11. Poetic "ever"
13. Apple invention
14. Food contaminant
19. Run off to wed
22. Jean of Dadaism
23. Out of style
24. Find repugnant
25. Burn with coffee, e.g.
26. *Ursula K. Le ____
27. Jargon
28. It happens at a certain time 
and place
29. First novel, e.g.
32. Near in space or time
33. Not a win nor a loss
36. *"Song of Solomon" author
38. *"Chronicles" author and 
songwriter
40. *NY Times bestselling 
author Atkins or playing card
41. Gambling venue
44. Smidgins
46. Young swan
48. Eagle's nest
49. Young salmon
50. *"Miss Lulu Bett" author
51. Highest adult male singing 
voice
52. Snake's warning
53. Take as a wife
54. Got A+
55. Desires or cravings
56. Sticky substance



RIO BLANCO HERALD TIMES
Thursday, January 6, 2022

4B u PUBLIC NOTICES

FORECLOSURE
COMBINED NOTICE- MAILING 

CRS §38-38-103 FORECLOSURE SALE NO. 21-03
To Whom It May Concern: This Notice is given with regard to the following described 
Deed of Trust 
On October 5, 2021, the undersigned Public Trustee caused the Notice of Election and 
Demand relating to the Deed of Trust described below to be recorded in the County of 
Rio Blanco records.
Original Grantor(s): KAULAN W PENNELL
Original Beneficiary(ies): MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC. 
AS NOMINEE FOR AMCAP MORTGAGE LTD. DBA MAJOR MORTGAGE CO., ITS 
SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS
Current Holder of Evidence of Debt: THE MONEY SOURCE INC
Date of Deed ofTrust: April 28, 2014
County of Recording: Rio Blanco 
Recording Date of Deed of Trust: April 29, 2014
Recording Information (Reception No. and/or Book/Page No.): 308323 
Original Principal Amount: $214,051.00
Outstanding Principal Balance: $192,668.46
Pursuant to CRS §38-38-101( 4)(i), you are hereby notified that the covenants of the 
deed of trust have been violated as follows: Failure to pay principal and interest when 
due together with all other payments provided for in the evidence of debt ‘secured by the 
deed of trust and other violations thereof. 
THE LIEN FORECLOSED MAY NOT BE A FIRST LIEN
LOT 2 STEFFAN SUBDIVISION TOWN OF RANGELY, COLORADO ACCORDING TO 
THE PLAT THEREOF FILED APRIL 8, 1983 AS DOCUMENT NO. 210812 TOGETH-
ER WITH A PARCEL OF LAND LYING IN LOT 1 OF SAID STEFFAN SUBDIVISION, 
BEING MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: COMMENCING AT 
THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF SAID LOT 1;THENCE SOUTH 00°00’00” WEST, 
10.00 FEET TO THE TRUE POINT OF BEGINNING. THENCE SOUTH 58°42’42” 
EAST, 116.49 FEET TO A POINT ON THE SOUTH LINE OF SAID LOT 1; THENCE 
NORTH 90°00’00” WEST, ALONG SAID SOUTH LINE, 15.62 FEET; THENCE NORTH 
54°12’51” WEST, 103.46 FEET TO THE TRUE POINT OF BEGINNING; LESS AND 
EXCEPTING A PARCEL OF LAND LYING IN LOT 2 OF SAID STEFFAN SUBDIVI-
SION BEING MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: BEGINNING AT 
THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF SAID LOT 2; THENCE SOUTH 00°00’00” WEST 
ALONG THE EAST LINE OF SAID LOT 2, 12.19 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 81°32’40” 
WEST, 38.00 FEET; THENCE NORTH 58°42’42” WEST, 9.20 FEET TO A POINT ON 
THE NORTH LINE OF SAID LOT 2; THENCE SOUTH 90°00’00” EAST, ALONG SAID 
NORTH LINE 12.88 FEET; THENCE NORTH 68°49’54” EAST, 36.00 FEET TO THE 
TRUE POINT OF BEGINNING.
Also known by street and number as: 405 DARIUS AVE, RANGELY, CO 81648.
THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED HEREIN IS ALL OF THE PROPERTY CURRENTLY 
ENCUMBERED BY THE LIEN OF THE DEED OF TRUST

NOTICE OF SALE
The current holder of the Evidence of Debt secured by the Deed of Trust, described 
herein, has filed Notice of Election and Demand for sale as provided by law and in said 
Deed of Trust. 
THEREFORE, Notice Is Hereby Given that I will at public auction, at 10:00 A.M. on 
Wednesday, 02/02/2022, at Office of the Public Trustee, Rio Blanco County Courthouse, 
555 Main Street, Meeker CO 81641, sell to the highest and best bidder for cash, the said 
real property and all interest of the said Grantor(s), Grantor(s)’ heirs and assigns therein, 
for the purpose of paying the indebtedness provided in said Evidence of Debt secured 
by the Deed of Trust, plus attorneys’ fees, the expenses of sale and other items allowed 
by law, and will issue to the purchaser a Certificate of Purchase, all as provided by law.
First Publication: 12/9/2021
Last Publication: 1/6/2022
Name of Publication: Rio Blanco Herald Times

NOTICE OF RIGHTS
YOU MAY HAVE AN INTEREST IN THE REAL PROPERTY BEING FORECLOSED, OR 
HAVE CERTAIN RIGHTS OR SUFFER CERTAIN LIABILITIES PURSUANT TO COL-
ORADO STATUTES AS A RESULT OF SAID FORECLOSURE. YOU MAY HAVE THE 
RIGHT TO REDEEM SAID REAL PROPERTY OR YOU MAY HAVE THE RIGHT TO 
CURE A DEFAULT UNDER THE DEED OF TRUST BEING FORECLOSED. A COPY OF 
SAID STATUTES, AS SUCH STATUTES ARE PRESENTLY CONSTlTUTED, WHICH 
MAY AFFECT YOUR RIGHTS SHALL BE SENT WITH ALL MAILED COPIES OF THIS 
NOTICE. HOWEVER, YOUR RIGHTS MAY BE DETERMINED BY PREVIOUS STAT-
UTES
• A NOTICE OF INTENT TO CURE FILED PURSUANT TO SECTION 38-38-104 SHALL 
BE FILED WITH THE PUBLIC TRUSTEE AT LEAST FIFTEEN (15) CALENDAR DAYS 
PRIOR TO THE FIRST SCHEDULED SALE DATE OR ANY DATE TO WHICH THE 
SALE IS CONTINUED; 
•  A NOTICE OF INTENT TO REDEEM FILED PURSUANT TO SECTION 38 -38.;302 
SHALL BE FILED WITH THE PUBLIC TRUSTEE NO LATER THAN EIGHT (8) BUSI-
NESS DAYS AFTER THE SALE;
• IF THE SALE DATE IS CONTINUED TO A LATER DATE, THE DEADLINE TO FILE A 
NOTICE OF INTENT TO CURE BY THOSE PARTIES ENTITLED TO CURE MAY ALSO 
BE EXTENDED; 
• IF THE BORROWER BELIEVES THAT A LENDER OR SERVICER HAS VIOLATED 
THE REQUIREMENTS FOR A SINGLE POINT OF CONTACT IN SECTION 38-38-103.1 
OR THE PROHIBITION ON DUAL TRACKING IN SECTION 38-38-103.2, THE BOR-
ROWER MAY FILE A COMPLAINT WITH THE COLORADO ATTORNEY GENERAL, 
THE FEDERAL CONSUMER FINANCIAL PROTECTION BUREAU (CFPB), OR BOTH. 
THE FILING OF A COMPLAINT WILL NOT STOP THE FORECLOSURE PROCESS
     Colorado Attorney General            Federal Consumer Financial Protection Bureau
     1300 Broadway, 10th Floor         P.O. Box 4503
     Denver, Colorado 80203           Iowa City, Iowa 52244
     (800) 222-4444              (855) 411-2372
     www.coloradoattorneygeneral.gov         www.consumerfinance.gov
DATE: 10/05/2021
Rhonna Waldref, Public Trustee in and for the County of Rio Blanco, State of Colorado
By: Rhonna Waldref, Public Trustee
The name, address, business telephone number and bar registration number of the attor-
ney(s) representing the legal holder of the indebtedness is:
The name, address, business telephone number and bar registration number of the at-
tomey(s) representing the legal holder of the indebtedness is: 
Alison L. Berry #34531        David R. Doughty #40042       Elizabeth S. Marcus # 16092 
Lynn M. Janeway# 15592   Nicholas H. Santarelli #46592   Sheila J. Finn #36637 
Janeway Law Firm 9800 S. Meridian, Suite 400, Englewood, CO 80134 (303) 706-9990 
Attorney File# 19-023669
The Attorney above is acting as a debt collector and is attempting to collect a debt Any 
information provided may be used for that purpose.
©Public Trustees’ Association of Colorado Revised 1/2015BID REQUEST

ELECTION NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICES
AGENDAS

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF MEEKER

MUNICIPAL ELECTION
April 5, 2022

TO:
Any person, who is eligible by law, to 
be a candidate for the Offices of Mayor 
or Trustee for the Town of Meeker to be 
elected at the Municipal Election to be 
held on Tuesday, April 5, 2022 please take 
notice:
A candidate’s qualifications for eligibility to 
hold public office are:
1) Be a registered elector;
2) Attain the age of eighteen years or older 
on the date of the election and;
3) Reside in the town of Meeker for a period 
of at least twelve (12) consecutive months 
immediately preceding the date of the 
election.
Nomination petitions may be circulated 
and signed beginning on Tuesday, 
January 4, 2022. Nomination petitions 

READ AND SEARCH THROUGH
PUBLIC NOTICES ONLINE

rbheraldtimes.column.us/search

MISCELLANEOUS NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF RIO BLANCO COUNTY, COLORADO 

HEARING
Notice is hereby given that on Tuesday, 
January 11, 2022 the Rio Blanco County 
Board of County Commissioners will hold a 
public hearing beginning at 11:00 a.m. in the 
Rio Blanco County Historic Courthouse, 555 
Main Street, 3rd Floor Commissioner Meeting 
Room, Meeker, Colorado to consider the 
following:
PLIR-0001-21 Terra Energy Partners 
Water Recycling Facility. The applicant 
is requesting to construct a water recycling 
facility on Federal Lands (BLM). The property 
is located Within Sections 35, T1S, R98W, 6th 
P.M.
Copies of the documents may be obtained 
from the Rio Blanco County Planning 
Department at 555 Main Street in Meeker, 
Colorado, or you may call (970) 878-9510 for 
more information between the hours of 8:00 
am and 5:00 pm.
Published: December 9, 16, 23, 30, 2021, 
January 6, 2022
Rio Blanco Herald Times

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF RIO BLANCO COUNTY, COLORADO 

HEARING
Notice is hereby given that on Thursday, 
January 18, 2022 the Rio Blanco County 
Board of County Commissioners will hold 
a public hearing beginning at 11:00 a.m. 
at the Rio Blanco County Annex Building 
– Board Room, 17497 Hwy 64, Rangely, 
Colorado to consider the following:
2021 Land Use Regulation Amendments 
OTHR-0002-21 (1-3).  Recreational 
Vehicles, Central Water, Central Sewer, 
and Adjacent Owner Notification
OTHR-0002-21 Item 1: Small Lots - Add 
verbiage to CR, I, and C zoning districts 
that all lots less than 1 acre in size must 
have access to Central Water and Sewer 
Utilities. Pages 28, 30, and 31 of the 
current LUR respectively.
OTHR-0002-21 Item 2: RV’s Article 7, 
Section 7-610 – combine subsections A & 
B as follows:

 “Recreation Vehicle use on privately 
owned Legal parcels for longer than 
60 consecutive days must have/
acquire a water and sewer plan 
approved by the Rio Blanco County 
Building Department.”

OTHR-0002-21 Item 3: Adjacent Property 
Owner Notification:

 Change from ½ mile radius to 
Adjacent – Article 4, Section 4-101, 
Item I, sub-item 2: Page 40 of the 
current LUR

Copies of the documents may be obtained 
from the Rio Blanco County Planning 
Department at 555 Main Street in Meeker, 
Colorado, or you may call (970) 878-9510 
for more information between the hours of 
8:00 am and 5:00 pm.
Published: December 16, 23, 30, 2021, 
January 6 and 13, 2022
Rio Blanco Herald Times

TOWN OF MEEKER ACCEPTING 
APPLICATIONS FOR TRUSTEE

A member of the Meeker Board of Trustees 
has notified the Board of their resignation. 
The vacancy left by the resignation of Scott 
Creecy, will be filled by an appointment 
made by the Board of Trustees at its 
regular Board Meeting to be held January 
18, 2022. Interested individuals may obtain 
an Application for Board or Commission at 
www.townofmeeker .org under Documents 
& Forms or at Town Hall and must be 
received at Town Hall, 345 Market Street, 
Meeker, Colorado 81641 by 5:00 p.m. on 
Wednesday January 12, 2022.
Qualifications for the position of Trustee 
are (a) Registered voter within the Town 
of Meeker, (b) eighteen years of age or 
older, (3) must have resided in the Town 
of Meeker for at least twelve consecutive 
months immediately preceding the date of 
appointment.
The person appointed to the vacancy shall 
hold office until the election on April 5, 2022. 
For further information, please call Town 
Hall 878-5344
Board of Trustees, Town of Meeker
Mandi Etheridge, Town Administrator
Published: December 16, 23, 30 and 2021, 
January 6, 2022
Rio Blanco Herald Times

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF DINOSAUR
MUNICIPAL ELECTION

APRIL 5, 2022
To: Any person, who is eligible by law, to 
be a candidate for the Offices of Mayor 
or Trustee for the Town of Dinosaur to 
be elected at the Municipal election to 
be held on Tuesday, April 5, 2022 please 
take notice:
A candidate’s qualifications for eligibility to 
hold public office are:
1. Be a registered elector;
2. Attain the age of eighteen years or older 
on the date of the election and;
3. Reside in the Town of Dinosaur for a 
period of at least twelve (12) consecutive 
months immediately preceding the date of 
the election.
Nomination petitions may be circulated 
and signed beginning on Wednesday 
January 4, 2022. Nomination petitions 
and an information sheet for prospective 
candidates will be available at Town Hall, 
317 Stegosaurus Freeway, on or after 9:00 
am. January 4, 2022. Regular office hours 
at Town Hall are 9:00-12:00 and 1:00-5:00, 
Monday through Friday.
The last day for the circulation and signing 
of nomination petitions shall be Tuesday, 
January 24, 2022 on or before 5:00 p.m. All 
nomination petitions shall be filed with the 
Town Clerk at Town Hall by this date and 
time.
The following town Officers will be elected 
at the election:
1) Mayor - two-year term;
2) Three members of the Town Board of 
Trustees - four-year terms.
3) One member of the Town Board of 
Trustees - two0year term.
Dated this 14th day of December, 2021
Town of Dinosaur
By: Tamara Long
Town Clerk
Published December 30, 2021 and January 
6, 2022
Rio Blanco Herald Times

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF DINOSAUR
MUNICIPAL ELECTION

APRIL 5, 2022
You may register up to April 5, 2022 to vote 
in the Municipal Election. In order to be 
eligible to vote in the municipal election, 
you must be an U.S. Citizen, at least 
eighteen years of age and a resident of 
the state for twenty-two days prior to the 
election.
You may pick up registration forms at 
Dinosaur Town Hall, 317 Stegosaurus 
Freeway, Dinosaur Colorado, or register in 
Craig at the County Clerks Office. During 
regular business hours.
By: Tamara Long
Town Clerk
Published December 30, 2021 and January 
6, 2022
Rio Blanco Herald Times

TOWN OF DINOSAUR
MUNICIPAL ELECTION

APRIL 5, 2022
TO: THE REGISTERED ELECTORS OF 
THE TOWN OF DINOSAUR COLORADO 
ABSENTEE VOTERS:
Any registered elector of the Town of 
Dinosaur may cast a ballot at such election 
by an absentee voter’s ballot. Application 
for an absentee voter ballot may be made 
orally or in writing to the Town Clerk from 
this date forward until 5:00 p.m. on April 
1, 2022. All
Applications must be filed on or before such 
time and date.
All absentee voter ballots to be cast in the 
Municipal Election must be received by the 
Town Clerk on or before 7:00 p.m. Tuesday 
April 5, 2022, Election Day.
Please contact Tamara Long, Town Clerk 
at the Dinosaur Town Hall 374-2286, 
concerning any questions or requests you 
may have regarding absentee voter ballots.
TOWN OF DINOSAUR
By: Tamara Long
Town Clerk
Published: December 30, 2021 and 
January 6, 2022
Rio Blanco Herald Times

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Estate of Thomas Jay Alley,
Deceased

Case No.: 2021PR12
All persons having claims against the 
above-named estate are required to present 
them to the Personal Representative or to 
the District Court of Rio Blanco County, 
Colorado on or before April 30, 2022, or said 
claims may be forever barred.
Michael R. Kracht,
Personal Representative
PO Box 2333
Meeker, Colorado 81641
Published: December 30, 2021, January 6 
and 13, 2022
Rio Blanco Herald Times

Find the right senior 
living option with our 
personalized process
Our service is free, as we’re paid by 
our participating communities and 
providers.

1-844-991-4327

NOTICE OF HEARING BY PUBLICATION 
TO

INTERESTED PERSONS AND OWNERS 
BY DESCENT OR SUCCESSION 

PURSUANT TO § 15-12-1303, C.R.S.
To all interested persons and owners by 
descent or succession:
James S. Warner, Rose E. Warner, Charles 
Warner, Susan Legler, Richard Warner, 
James Warner, Jr., Michel Warner
A petition has been filed alleging that 
the above decedent(s) died leaving 
the following property (including legal 
description if real property):
Property 1
Description of Property: 
Real Property, legally described as follows:
Parcel Number 05M086319028002
Tract: 28 T: 6N R: 95W
NENE SEC 20 NWNW 80A 
Location of Property:
Moffat County, Colorado
The hearing without appearance on the 
petition will be held at the following time 
and location or at a later date to which the 
hearing may be continued:
Date: March 18, 2021 Time: 9:00 am  
Courtroom or Division:B
Address: P.O. Box 1150, 455 Main Street, 
Meeker, CO 81641
Note:
You must answer the petition on or before 
the hearing date and time specified above.  
Within the time required for answering the 
petition, all objections to the petition must 
be in writing, filed with the court and served 
on the petitioner and any required filing fee 
must be paid.   
The hearing shall be limited to the petition, 
the objections timely filed and the parties 
answering the petition in a timely manner.  
If the petition is not answered and no 
objections are filed, the court may enter a 
decree without a hearing.
Published: January 6, 13 and 20, 2022
Rio Blanco Herald Times

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
ANNOUNCEMENT

Meeker School District RE-1 is seeking 
proposals to install security cameras, 
software, and cabling at Meeker 
Elementary School. Proposals will be 
accepted until 4:00 p.m. on February 14, 
2022. For a more detailed scope of work, 
interested applicants may contact Chris 
Selle, at chris.selle@meeker.k12.co.us or 
970-878-9040.
Published: January 6, 13 and 20, 2022
Rio Blanco Herald Times

PUBLIC NOTICE
Richard and Gwenn Templin, 535 Garfield 
Street, Lots 10, 11, 12, and East one-half of 
lot B, all in Block 20, in the Town of Meeker, 
Colorado, are requesting a 5 ft variance 
from the required 10 ft side yard setback 
to construct a 1450 sq. ft. home on the 
property.
The Meeker Planning Commission will 
be holding a Public Hearing on Monday, 
January 10, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. at Town 
Hall, 345 Market Street, Meeker, Colorado, 
to consider the application and receive 
public comment. If you have any comments 
concerning the application, you are invited 
to attend the hearing or submit written 
comments to Town Hall, 345 Market Street, 
Meeker, CO, 81641, prior or during the 
public hearing.
Further information is available at the 
Meeker Town Hall or by telephone 
(970)878-4970 during the hours of 8:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.

Published: January 6, 2022
Rio Blanco Herald Times

PUBLIC NOTICE
A public hearing has been scheduled for 
January 18, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. at the Meeker 
Town Hall, 345 Market St., to consider an 
application for a Brew Pub License at 101 
East Market Street, Meeker, Colorado. The 
application was applied for on December 6, 
2021 by Smoking River Brewing Company 
LLC, PO Box 2673, Meeker, CO 81641. All 
papers, records, petitions and any other 
documents which any person desires to 
present to the Town Board, whether in 
support or opposition, must be filed no later 
than 5:00 p.m., Thursday, January 13, 2022 
at Town Hall, 345 Market Street, Meeker, 
Colorado.
Lisa Cook
Town Clerk
Published: January 6, 2022
Rio Blanco Herald Times

PUBLIC NOTICE
Pursuant to Title 34, Article 35, Paragraph 
3, of the Colorado Revised Statutes, Blue 
Mountain Energy, Inc. hereby issues notice 
that an application for a technical revision 
to the Deserado Mine Permit No. C-1981-
018 submitted by Blue Mountain Energy, 
Inc. 3607 CR 65, Rangely, CO 81648, 
was deemed complete for the purpose 
of filing. All review and comment periods 
as provided in the Act and Regulations 
promulgated thereunder initiate from this 
day of filing.
The revision (Technical Revision 73) allows 
for the addition of dewatering hole DW-
1R, including appropriate sediment control 
structures, pond, and light vehicle access.
The Deserado Mine Permit area lies within 
USGS 7.5 minute Quadrangle maps entitled 
“Rangely NE” and “Cactus Reservoir”. 
This area is situated in T3N, R101W, 6 
th P.M. in Rio Blanco County about 10 
miles northeast of the Town of Rangely. A 
copy of the technical revision application 
is available for public inspection at the 
Town Clerk’s office, Town Hall in Rangely. 
Written comments or objections to the 
application must be submitted to Colorado 
Division of Reclamation, Mining and Safety, 
1313 Sherman Street, Room 215, Denver, 
Colorado 80203, (303)866-3567 within ten 
(10) days of the date of publication.
Published: January 6, 2022
Rio Blanco Herald Times

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given of the filing of 
a Technical Revision 152 (TR-152) to 
the Colowyo Coal Mine, Mining Permit 
No. C-1981-019, by the Colowyo Coal 
Company L.P., 5731 State Highway 13, 
Meeker, CO. 81641, with the Colorado 
Division Reclamation Mining and 
Safety, Colorado Department of Natural 
Resources, 1313 Sherman Street, Room 
215, Denver, Colorado 80203. TR-152 
proposes additional highwall mining on the 
G7/8 seam in the northwest and southwest 
portion of the South Taylor Pit.
All of the areas to be affected by this 
Technical Revision are owned by 
Colowyo Coal Company L.P., Axial Basin 
Coal Company, the Bureau of Land 
Management, and the Colorado State Land 
Board, and are located approximately 28 

miles south of Craig, Colorado, west of 
Colorado State Highway 13 and west of 
Moffat County Road 51.
The affected area can be located on U.S. 
Geological Survey 7.5-minute quadrangle 
map Nos. N4015-W11245/7.5 (Axial, 
Colorado) and N4007.5-W11245/7.5 
(Ninemile Gap, Colorado) and is more 
particularly described as follows:
All or portions of Sections 2-6, 7-11, 14-22, 
and 28-30 of Township 3 North, Range 93 
West, all or portions of Sections 13, 15-18, 
20-24, 26-30, and 31-34 of Township 4 
North, Range 93, all or portions of Sections 
1-3, 10-12, and 14-15 of Township 3 North, 
Range 94 West, and all or portions of 
Sections 12, 13, 18, 23-27, and 34-36 of 
Township 4 North, Range 94 West of the 
6th P.M., Moffat County and Rio Blanco 
County, Colorado.
A precise description of the Permit 
Boundary can be found in Volume 16, 
Exhibit 1, Item 13 of the permit document 
and is included herein by reference.
A copy of the application for the Technical 
Revision is on file at the Moffat County 
Clerk and Recorder’s Office in the Moffat 
County Courthouse located at 221 West 
Victory Way, Craig, Colorado, 81625. 
Questions concerning this Technical 
Revision should be directed to Tony 
Tennyson, Reclamation Manager at 
Tri-State Generation and Transmission 
Association Inc., at (970) 824-1232.
Any person having an interest concerning 
this Technical Revision has the right to 
provide written comments or objections 
concerning this Technical Revision to the 
Colorado Division Reclamation Mining 
and Safety at the address noted above. 
Comments to the Division must be made 
within 10 days after the publication of this 
notice.
Published: January 6, 2022
Rio Blanco Herald Times

and an information sheet for prospective 
candidates will be available at Town Hall, 
345 Market Street, Meeker, on or after 8:00 
a.m., Tuesday, January 4, 2022. Regular 
office hours at Town Hall are 8:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.
The last day for the circulation and signing 
of nomination petitions shall be Monday, 
January 24, 2022, on or before 5:00 p.m. 
All nomination petitions shall be filed with 
the Town Clerk at Town Hall by this date 
and time.
The following Town Officers will be elected 
at the election:
1) Mayor – two-year term;
2) Three members of the Town Board of 
Trustees – all four-year terms.
Dated this 15th day of December, 2021.
TOWN OF MEEKER
By: Lisa Cook, Town Clerk
Published: December 23, 30, 2021, 
January 6, 13 and 20, 2022
Rio Blanco Herald Times

**BLM Worksession 5pm – Travel 
Management Plan***

Town of Rangely
January 11, 2022 - 7:00pm

Agenda
Rangely Board of Trustees (Town 
Council)
ANDY SHAFFER, Mayor
Trey Robie, Mayor ProTem

Don Davidson, Trustee
VACANT
Tim Webber, Trustee
Alisa Granger, Trustee
Keely Ellis, Trustee
1. Call to Order
2. Roll Call
3. Invocation
4. Pledge of Allegiance
5. Minutes of Meeting
a. Discussion and Action to approve the 
minutes of December 14, 2021, Town 
Council Meeting
6. Petitions and Public Input
7. Changes to the Agenda
8. Public Hearings - 7:10pm
9. Committee/Board Meetings
10. RBC Commissioner Reports
11. Council Reports
12. Supervisor Reports – See Attached
a. Chief Hamblin
13. Reports from Officers – Town 
Manager Update
14. Old Business
15. New Business
a. Discussion and action to approve the 
December Check Register
b. Discussion and action to approve 
Rangely Chamber “The Old West” Dinner 
Special Event Permit for February 19, 2022
c. Discussion and action to approve the 
Kum and Go Liquor License renewal
16. Informational Items
a. RBC Covid Update
b. Club 20 2022 Policy Meetings
c. Virtual Scoping Session for BLM Sage-
Grouse Planning
d. Rangely Chamber “The Old West” Steak 
and Shrimp Dinner
17. Board Vacancies
a. Planning and Zoning Board Vacancy

b. Community Garden Board Vacancies
18. Scheduled Announcements
a. Community Outreach meeting is 
cancelled for Jan 3, 2022, at 6:00 pm. 
b. Rangely District Library Board meeting 
is scheduled for Jan 10, 2022, at 5:00 pm
c. Western Rio Blanco Park & Recreation 
District Board meeting is scheduled for Jan 
10, 2022, at 7:00 pm
d. Giant Step Preschool Board meeting is 
scheduled for Jan 13, 2022, at 6:00 pm
e. Rural Fire Protection District Board 
meeting is scheduled for Jan 17, 2022, 
at 7:00 pm
f. Rangely Junior College District Board 
meeting is scheduled for Jan 18, 2022, at 
12:00 noon
g. Rangely School District Board meeting 
has been scheduled for Jan 18, 2022, at 
6:15 pm
h. Rio Blanco County Commissioners 
Board meeting is scheduled for Jan 18, 
2022, at 11:00 am
i. RDA/RDC Board meeting is scheduled 
for Jan 20, 2022, at 7:30 am
j. Rangely Chamber of Commerce Board 
meeting is scheduled for Jan 20, 2022, at 
12:00 noon
k. Rio Blanco Water Conservancy District 
Board meeting is scheduled for Jan 26, 
2022, at 6:30 pm
l. Rangely District Hospital board meeting 
is scheduled for January 27, 2022, at 
6:00 pm
m. Planning and Zoning meeting is 
scheduled for the January 2022 at 9:30 am
19. Adjournment
Published: January 6, 2022
Rio Blanco Herald Times

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF RIO BLANCO COUNTY, COLORADO

RIO BLANCO COUNTY HISTORIC 
COURTHOUSE

555 MAIN STREET, P.O. BOX 599
MEEKER, COLORADO 81641

This meeting will be streamed live on the 
RBC YouTube Channel:

https://www.yout ube.com/channel/
UCBicnhlMpB47tzL_NjN0FIg

Tentative Agenda January 11, 2022

1. 11:00 a.m. Call to order:
A. Pledge of Allegiance
B. Changes to the January 11, 2022 
Agenda
C. Move to approve the January 11, 2022 
Agenda including any changes
2. CONSENT AGENDA for January 11, 
2022
A. Move to approve the below listed 
items of the Consent Agenda.
B. Payroll Management Reports for 
December 23, 2021.
C. Meeting Minutes of December 14, 2021.
D. Meeting Minutes of December 21, 2021.
E. Budget Hearing Minutes of December 
14, 2021.
3. BUSINESS
A. Move to approve/deny Request for 
Reimbursement #6 for the Meeker Coulter 
Field Federal Grant #3-08-0041-014-
2021, total payment of $31,684.99, FAA 
reimbursement of $31,684.09 and sponsor 
reimbursement of $0.80.
B. Move to approve/deny Request for 
Reimbursement #6 for the Rangely 
Airport Federal Grant #3-08-0047-016-
2021, total payment of $35,914.30, FAA 
reimbursement of $35,304.59 and sponsor 
reimbursement of $609.71.
C. Move to approve/deny CDPS Annual 
Report for Discharges from the Application 
of Pesticides COG860000.
4. BID AWARDS
5. MOU’s, CONTRACTS, AND 
AGREEMENTS
6. RESOLUTIONS
7. OTHER BUSINESS
A. Road & Bridge Report – Scott Marsh
B. Public Comment
C. County Commissioners Updates
8. PUBLIC HEARINGS

Adjourn
The agenda is provided for informational 
purposes only; all times are approximate. 
Agenda items will normally be considered 
in the order they appear on the agenda. 
However, the Board may alter the Agenda, 
take breaks during the meeting, work 
through the noon hour and even continue 
an item for a future meeting date. The 
Board, while in session, may consider 

other items that are brought before it. 
Scheduled items may be continued if the 
Board is unable to complete the Agenda as 
scheduled.
The next regular Board meeting is 
tentatively scheduled for Tuesday, January 
18, 2022 in the Rio Blanco County annex 
Building, 17497 Hwy 64, Rangely, CO.. 
Please check the County’s website for 
information at http://rbc.us/18 6/Board-
of-County-Commissioners. If you need 
special accommodations please call 970-
878-9431 in advance of the meeting so that 
reasonable accommodations may be made.
Published: January 6, 2022
Rio Blanco Herald Times

Town of Meeker
Planning Commission Meeting

Monday, January 10, 2022
7:00 P.M. ~ Town Hall

345 Market Street, Meeker, CO
Due to COVID-19 precautions, the public 

is invited to attend by calling 970-878-
8091

I. Call to Order
II. Pledge of Allegiance
III. Roll Call
IV. Approval of the Agenda
V. Approval of the Previous Minutes
     a. Minutes from October 18, 2021

VI. Public Participation
VII. Public Hearing
   a. Consideration of preliminary plan 
of Meeker Terrace minor subdivision for 
Eastern Rio Blanco Health Service District
     b. Consideration of Variance Request 
by Richard & Gwenn Templin for side 
yard setback requirements at 535 Garfield 
Street, Lots 10,11,12 and East one-half of 
Lot B, Block 20
VIII. Other Planning Commission Business
IX. Adjournment
Published: January 6, 2022
Rio Blanco Herald Times

http://rbheraldtimes.column.us/search
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Advertise here for $15/wk!
ads@ht1885.com

AGENDA

PUBLIC NOTICES/CLASSIFIEDS u 5B

Your Locally-owned Internet Service Provider
Meeker & Rangely • (970)878-4421

BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

IS YOUR MARKETING

MISSINGMISSING SOMETHING?

SCHEDULE A FREEFREE  CONSULTATION!

Call 970.878.4017 or email 

haley@ht1885.com

HELP WANTED

ADA/EOE
Subject to change at any time!
For details and an application, 

please visit our website at 
meeker.k12.co.us/domain/10

or Meeker School District 
Administration at 555 Garfield 

St., Meeker, CO
 970-878-9040

Employment Opportunities

MEEKER
SCHOOL
DISTRICT 
RE-1

Meeker High School
· Head Track Coach

  

PIONEERS MEDICAL
CENTER

With the growth of Pioneers Medical 
Center and Colorado Advanced Othopedics 
Sports Medicine & Spine, we are excited to 
fill several positions. To see the full list of 

open positions, visit our website or scan the 
code below.

Complete an application online by 
scanning the code or by navigating 

to pioneershospital.org

EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES

Please visit www.rbc.us or Rio 
Blanco County HR at 555 Main 

Street, Meeker, CO. 970-878-9570
ADA/EOE

BOARDS AND 
COMMISSIONS

Volunteer Opportunities
The following Boards have posi-
tions available. If you are inter-
ested in serving on one or more 
of the following Boards, please 
complete an Application for Board 
or Commission and return to:  HR, 
PO Box i, Meeker, CO  81641 or 
hr@rbc.us, 970-878-9570. The 
Application can be found at the 
rbc.us website under Elected 
Offices & Boards.  

• Building Board of Appeals
• Board of Health
• Citizens Review Panel
• Columbine Park Board
• Community Services Block 
Grant Board (Min. 
requirements)
• Council on Aging Board
• Extension Advisory Board
• Fair Board
• Fairgrounds Board
• Historic Preservation Board
• Lodging Tax Board, Rng
• Planning Commission
• Rangely Library Board
• Weed Management 

EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES
Guest Services Representative

- Part-time, Leave Benefited
- Eligible for PTO, Illness/
Injury Leave, Holiday Pay
- Work 24-30 hours per wk.
- $14.52-$25.72/hour
- Need to be available to 
work a variety of shifts

Fitness-Specialty Instructor
- $15.97 - $25.72/hr
- Not certified? Mentorship 
Program Available-will train 
to be a Fitness Instructor

For details and an applica-
tion, go to ERBMRec.com 
or 101 Ute Road, Meeker.

970-878-7417 
EOE

 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Bureau of Land Management

[LLCON05000.L1610 0000.DU0000; COC-80216]
Notice of Intent to Amend the White River Resource Management Plan and Prepare an Environmental Assessment; Notice of Realty Action: Proposed Sale of Public Lands in 

Rio Blanco County, CO
AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management, Interior.
ACTION: Notice of intent and notice of realty action.
SUMMARY : The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is proposing to amend the 1997 White River Resource Management Plan (RMP) to allow for the disposal of 3.73 acres of public 
land to the Colorado Northwestern Community College (CNCC) at the appraised fair market value of $25,000.
DATES: Interested parties may submit written comments regarding the RMP amendment planning criteria and proposed land sale during the 45-day scoping and comment period 
initiated by publication of this notice in the Federal Register and ending on February 14, 2022. All timely comments will be considered during analysis of the RMP amendment and land 
sale proposal.
ADDRESSES: Send written comments to Monte Senor, Acting Field Manager, BLM, White River Field Office, 220 East Market Street, Meeker, CO 81641 or by email to blm_co_wrfo_
sale@blm.gov .
Project information, documents, and associated maps will be available for review during associated public comment and review periods during business hours Monday through Friday at 
the White River Field Office, except during federally recognized holidays. Project information will also be available on the BLM’s e-Planning website: https://go.usa.g ov/x79BM .
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Heather Sauls, Planning and Environmental Coordinator, BLM White River Field Office, telephone: 970-878-3855, or by email at hsauls@
blm.gov . Persons who use a telecommunications device for the deaf (TDD) may call the Federal Relay Service (FRS) at 1 (800) 877-8339 during normal business hours. The FRS is 
available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, to leave a message or question. You will receive a reply during normal business hours.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The direct sale would be subject to applicable provisions of Section 203 of the Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976, as amended 
(FLPMA), and BLM land-sale regulations. Publication of this notice in the Federal Register also segregates the subject lands from all appropriation under the public land laws, including 
the general mining laws, and from the mineral leasing and geothermal leasing laws, except the sales provisions of FLPMA. This notice initiates the public scoping process with a 45-day 
comment period for the RMP amendment and associated Environmental Assessment (EA) effort. The BLM invites the public to submit comments concerning the scope of analysis and 
identification of relevant information involving the proposed plan amendment identified in the planning criteria and disposal action.
The purpose and need of the proposed action is to resolve an inadvertent, unauthorized use on public lands for continued operations of an existing shooting range that has been in use for 
over 20 years. The CNCC shooting range was previously authorized in 1997, but the lease expired in 2006 and was never renewed. This action would allow continued use of the shooting 
range for training law enforcement officers while alleviating the BLM of any responsibility for oversight, management, and possible future remedial actions of any contamination at the site 
due to the use of lead ammunition. If this parcel is sold to CNCC, the BLM anticipates authorizing right-of-way grants for an existing access road and power line that serve the shooting range.
The CNCC shooting range is an outdoor range that is presently used by nearly every law enforcement agency in the area for training purposes. These agencies include the Rangely 
Police Department, Rio Blanco County Sheriff’s Office, Colorado Parks and Wildlife, and the National Park Service’s Dinosaur National Monument, all of which send their respective 
armed officers to the range to conduct firearms training. Additionally, CNCC’s National Park Ranger Academy conducts 6 weeks of firearms training annually at the range as part of the 
Federal Law Enforcement Training Center’s required curriculum for the basic training of seasonal law enforcement officers.
The RMP identifies parcels suitable for disposal, but the subject lands are not currently listed as available for disposal. The BLM will analyze the suitability for disposal of the 3.73 acres 
per the criteria listed in FLPMA Section 203(a). The proposed RMP amendment would allow for the lands to be sold if they are found suitable for disposal. The planning criteria identifying 
the issues and their analytical frameworks the BLM proposes to use to guide the effects analysis of the RMP amendment is provided for review on the BLM’s ePlanning website: https://
go.usa.g ov/x79BM .
The BLM is considering a direct sale of the following described lands:
Sixth Principal Meridian, Colorado
T. 1 N., R. 102 W.,
sec. 12, lot 2.
The area aggregates 3.73 acres.
If issued, the patent will include the following terms, covenants, conditions, and reservations:
A reservation to the United States for all minerals;
A reservation to the United States for ditches and canals constructed by authority of the United States under the Act of August 30, 1890 (43 U.S.C. 945);
Valid existing rights of record; and
Additional terms and conditions that the authorized officer deems appropriate.
Segregation: The segregation will terminate automatically upon issuance of a patent or on December 29, 2023, whichever occurs first. The BLM is no longer accepting land-use applications 
affecting the subject public lands, except applications to amend previously filed right-of-way applications or existing authorizations to increase grant terms in accordance with 43 CFR 
2807.15 and 43 CFR 2886.15.
Notification to Grazing Use Authorization Holders: This notice also initiates a 2-year notification to grazing-use authorization holders that the BLM is considering disposing of the 
subject lands and that such authorizations may be cancelled in accordance with 43 CFR 4110.4–2(b).
Additional opportunities to participate in this process: Interested parties will be notified when the Draft RMP amendment, EA, and unsigned Finding of No Significant Impact 
(FONSI) are ready for review and will be provided another 30-day comment period. Upon review of comments to the Draft RMP amendment, EA, and unsigned FONSI, a Proposed 
RMP amendment, EA, and signed FONSI will be completed. Interested parties will be notified again when the Proposed RMP amendment, EA, and signed FONSI are ready for review, 
which will initiate three separate external engagement opportunities. First, interested parties will be provided a 30-day protest period subject to 43 CFR 1610.5-2 on the proposed 
RMP amendment to the BLM Director. The BLM Director will review all protests and must render a decision on the protests to the land use planning decisions, which shall be the final 
decision for the Department of the Interior (43 CFR 1610.5-2(b)). Second, the notification will begin a separate, concurrent 60-day Governor’s consistency review of the proposed RMP 
amendment (43 CFR 1610.3-2(e)). The BLM Colorado State Director will review any inconsistencies with State plans, policies, or programs raised by the Governor and accept or reject 
recommendations proposed to resolve the inconsistencies. Any rejection of the recommendations will initiate a further 30-day appeal period for the Governor on the BLM Colorado State 
Director’s rejection of the recommendations. Third, the notification of the Proposed RMP amendment, EA, and signed FONSI will also begin a separate, concurrent 30-day protest period 
subject to MS2711.4(d) on the land-sale decision. The BLM Colorado State Director will review all protests and may sustain, vacate, or modify the RMP amendment and land sale, in 
whole or in part. In the absence of any protests, the BLM will develop the approved RMP amendment and Decision Record which will document the final determination of the Department 
of the Interior for the land sale.
In addition to publication in the Federal Register , the BLM will publish this notice in the Rio Blanco Herald Times newspaper once a week for 3 consecutive weeks. Any other subsequent 
notices related to the RMP amendment and land sale may also be published in the Rio Blanco Herald newspaper.
Before including your address, phone number, email address, or other personal identifying information in your comment, you should be aware that your entire comment, including your 
personal identifying information, may be made publicly available at any time. While you can ask us in your comment to withhold your personal identifying information from public review, 
we cannot guarantee that we will be able to do so.
(Authority: 43 CFR 2711.1-2, 43 CFR 1610.2)
Published: January 6, 13 and 20, 2022
Rio Blanco Herald Times

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Eastern Rio Blanco Board of Directors 
will be holding a public meeting to discuss 
the 2022 ERBC Board Director Elections 
and an official Election Resolution. As 

PROPOSED SALE OF PUBLIC LANDS IN RBC

MEEKER SCHOOL DISTRICT RE-1
Board of Education Work Session and 

Special Board Meeting 
555 Garfield St

Meeker, CO  81641
January 10, 2022 - 7:00 p.m.

Community members wishing to observe 
the meeting may use the following link: 
https://meet.google.com/xxd-xbvt-tts
Special Board Meeting
 1. Call to Order and Roll Call
 2. Pledge of Allegiance: Mr. Amack will 
lead the Pledge of Allegiance
 3. Welcome of Guests
 4. Approval of Agenda
Action Items:
 1. Approval:  Personnel Hires
 a. Preschool Paraprofessional - Janae 
Sanders
 b. Barone Middle School Part Time 
Paraprofessional - Annie Ellis

Other BOE Information:
Executive Session (if needed):  
Special Meeting Adjournment:  
Work Session:
 1. Construction projects update
 a. BMS HVAC/air quality improvements
 b. BMS Safety and Security
 c. Overall construction budget - BMS 
Safety and Security BEST Grant revenue
 2. COVID-19 Update/Discussion  - 
Current Protocols
 3. Finance
 a. Colorado Public School Finance 
Basics
 i. Finance formula
 ii.Total Program funding
 iii.Historical funding trends for Colorado 
public schools
 iv.School Finances annual processes
 b. Meeker School District budget trends
 i. Expenses trends

 ii. Revenue trends
 iii. Deficit spending trends
 c. FY22 Final Budget
 i. Anticipated changes from preliminary 
budget
 ii. Budget presentation format
 4. Meeker BOE self evaluation form
 5. Public comment format at BOE 
meetings
 6. Potential future discussion items
 7. Items introduced by board members
Published: January 6, 2022
Rio Blanco Herald Times

part of the 2022 Election Resolution, the 
type of election (Polling Place vs Ballot), 
the inclusion of any TABOR related items, 
selection of a Designated Election Official, 
the number of open Director Offices in the 
2022 election and other election related 
items will be discussed.
The meeting is expected to last around 
45 minutes and will begin 1-6-2022 at 
11:30am.  The meeting will be held virtually 
via the Zoom platform and all members of 
the public are welcome to join.
Published: January 6, 2022
Rio Blanco Herald Times
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6B u CLASSIFIEDS

Meeker, Colorado
970-878-4715

Assisting real estate buyers and sellers in the northwest Colorado area.
Call Steve Wix - 3rd generation Meeker Native, serving buyers 

& sellers in the Meeker area since 1980. Cell 970-629-9990. 

Experience And Expertise Make All The Difference.

stevewix@backcountryrealty.com
www.backcountryrealty.com

Member of Craig Board of Realtors & Aspen, Glenwood Springs, Rifle and Craig MLS. 
Providing International Exposure of Our Listings Since 1997!

TBD County Road 43-5 vacant irrigated acres on year around county road. Great 
views, good homesite. No HOA, utilities available. $150,000. SALE PENDING!
*760 & 780 12th St- Two vacant lots. $25,000 each.
*Five 6 to 8 Acre lots in east Rangely. $51,000 to $71,000.
*43 Acre lot in east Rangely. $180,000.
*6.4 Acre lot E Main St., Rangely. SOLD!
*195 Mesa Drive-5 Acres, large 2 story home, garage. $502,000. SOLD!
189 County Road 43-Large home, garage, shop, 11.5 irrigated acres. SOLD!
*6902 County Road 7- 5 Acres, home, shop. SOLD!

FOR SALE:

6900 CR 7-Unlimited opportunities await with 
this 35 acres rural property, featuring a domestic 
well, Lg. primary home w/ 5BD|2BA and a 
private guest house 1BD/1BA, heated garage, 
and workshop. Reduced $815,000
1161 CR 8-3BD|2BA|1952 SF log home on 5 
acres overlooking the river with a natural spring. 
Features include central air, updated electrical 
system, and domestic well. 
Reduced $415,000
NEW! 1131 Michael Cir-3 BD | 3 BA | 2779 SF 
home offering open concept living, updated 
appliances, new flooring, and a great location 
to the Meeker trail system, parks, Recreation 
Center, and schools. This home provides ample 
storage, generous room sizes, and beautiful 
natural light. Priced to Sell! $325,000
NEW! White River Condo, Unit 15-2BD | 1BA | 
879 SF, two-story floorplan with a 50 SF storage 
unit included, Private Park. $89,000.
1417 Silver Sage Rd-Elevated double lots in 
Sage Hills, great views w/ Lg. building envelope. 
Reduced $50,000
1085 Pinyon St.............................UNDER CONTRACT
White River Condos-Unit 3.....UNDER CONTRACT
White River Condos-Unit 13...UNDER CONTRACT
858 5th St...................................................................SOLD
1034 Julie Cir............................................................SOLD
1200 CR 119.................................................................SOLD
White River Condos-Unit 1.....................................SOLD

1161 C.R. 8

6900 C.R. 7

Homes are still selling and we have buyers 
waiting! It’s a great time to list your property!

  Alpine West   

 Properties

LLC

Mallari Arnold Associate Broker
mallari.alpinewest@gmail.com • 970.420.0585

Your Trusted Source for 
Anything & Everything 

Real Estate!
. FOR SALE IN MEEKER . 

Alex Plumb Owner/Broker
sold@alexplumb.realtor • 970.420.8076

 Call or text us. We are happy to help!

W.R. Condo, Unit 15

  

1131 Michael Cir.
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!

1085 Pinyon St.

1417 Silver Sage Rd.
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!
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NEW 58.37+/- Acres at Highway 13 & Rd. 15: Gateway to Meeker, development opportunity. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $700,440
58.25 acres east of Pioneers Medical Center.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$699,000 
NEW 8617 Rd. 8: 4BD/3BA, White River Valley views, 3.5± acres. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $490,000
12.69 acres close to Lake Avery, irrigation water rights, south facing views of the valley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $480,000
980 Cleveland St.: Enormous corner lot, 2BD/1BA main home upstairs, 1BD/1BA rental below . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $280,000
8.45 acres at the top of 6th Street, great building location for one or more homes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $249,000
825 3rd St . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . PENDING
7.46 acres on East Market St., great highway visibility, potential for residential, agricultural or commercial  . . . . . . . . . $245,000
73432 Hwy. 64  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . PENDING
GAME UNIT 11  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .SOLD
109 Market St.: Corner lot on HWY 13, surrounded by thriving businesses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $167,000
6 lots in Ridge Estates, 2-5 acre lots, domestic & irrigation water, private road, close to town . . . . . . Prices $45,000 - $130,000
13.45 acres south of Pioneers Medical Center  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $80,700

FREE Coffee & Conversation - 1st Friday of each month @ Streamline Realty Office, 8 a.m.

Streamline-Realty.com
970.878.7700

600 Main Street
Meeker, CO

REAL ESTATE CORNER

Rangely Duplex for Rent 1 or 2 bedroom 
duplex -Newly remodeled & landscaped. 
Please contact Rodney 970-462-6538 
or Sandy 970-462-6459.

Commercial office space available in 
Hugus Building, downtown Meeker. 
878-4138.

STORAGE DEPOT 10x25 unit. 878-
4808.

AVAILABLE NOW: Beautiful retail 
space downtown at 6th and Main 
in the historic Hugus Building. Call 
970-878-4138 for details.

Main Street Building 
Office and warehouse spaces 
available. Utilities included with 
monthly rent. Please call 970-683-
1875. 

FOR RENT - Halandras Building. 
Interior commercial office space. 
@425 sq feet. Two rooms. Off street 
parking Electricity included. Call 970-
629-9714

ASK ABOUT OUR CNC MACHINING 
Can’t get a metal part? We can make 
all kinds of parts. We have CNC 
Machine equipment, lathe and tooling 
to do the job. Contact Phil at Family 
Automotive and Machine. 
(970)878-5606. 

MISCELLANEOUS

RENTALS: RANGELY

RENTALS: MEEKER RENTALS: MEEKER

HHHHH
Western Slope In-Home Care 

www.westernslopehomecare.com
970-878-7008

ELDER CARE SERVICES

SAFEHOUSE 
If you are being abused physically or 
mentally, you can call SAFEHOUSE 

for confidential shelter and help.
878-3999

 Attention Rio Blanco County Veterans: 
Veterans may be eligible for mileage 
reimbursement for travel costs to receive 
VA medical care. If you do not currently 
receive VA travel compensation please 
contact the Rio Blanco County Veterans 
Service offices. Rangely: John ‘Hoot’ 
Gibson, 970-878-9695. Meeker: Joe 
Bob Dungan, 970-878-9690. Travel 
compensation is made possible through 
the Veterans Trust Fund Grant and 
VFW Post 5843.

Rangely Victim Services: An open 
door for the protection and care 
of abused and battered persons. 
Non-emergency call 629-9691. 
Emergencies call 911. Providing 
assistance for victims of violent 
crimes.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

u 225 Garfield Street — Remodeled 3BD, 2BA, corner lot. SOLD!
u 940 7th Street — 3BD, 1 BA, open kitchen, large deck. SOLD!

Celebrating 20 Years ~ Same office, Same Location!

brooksrealtymeeker.com
(970)878-5858 or (970)756-8772 cell

Colorado Statewide 

Network
To place a 25-word COSCAN Network ad in 91 Colorado newspapers for only $300, 

contact your local newspaper or email Colorado Press Association Network at 
rtoledo@colopress.net

MOBILE HELP    

LIFE INSURANCE    

Mobile Help, America's Premier Mobile 
Medical Alert System. Whether you're 
home or away. For safety and Peace of 
Mind.  No long Term Contracts! Free 

Brochure! 
Call Today! 1-844-996-4998        

AT&T WIRELESS PHONE SERVICE 

Great New Offer from AT&T Wireless! Ask 
how to get the new iPhone 12 mini for as 

low as $0 with trade in.  
While supplies last! 

Call: 1-877-384-5339

  DIRECTV   

DIRECTV for $69.99/mo for 12 months with 
CHOICE Package. Watch your favorite live 

sports, news & entertainment anywhere. One 
Year of HBO Max FREE.  Directv is #1 

Customer Satisfaction (JD Power & Assoc.)  
(some restrictions aplly) 

Call for more details! 1-888-725-0897

    COMPLETE CARE HOME WARRANTY  

Never Pay for Covered Home Repairs Again! 
Complete Care Home Warranty COVERS ALL 

MAJOR SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. 
30 DAY RISK FREE! $200 OFF! 

 2 FREE MONTHS! 1-877-374-4287

  DENTAL INSURANCE  
Dental Insurance from Physicians Mutual 

Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus 
procedures. Real Dental Insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do NOT WAIT! Call Now! Get 
your FREE Dental information kit with all the 

details! Call - 1-855-781-1668

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED Life 
Insurance! No Medical exam or health 

questions. Cash to help pay funeral and other 
final expenses. Call Physicians Life Insurance 

Company at 855-595-2161
or visit: www.life55plus.info/copa

RANCHES
125± acres - Vacant land with water 
rights. Close to town. $750,000.
BACK ON THE MARKET! 1001 County 
Rd. 36, Meeker - 145± total acres, ranch 
with 4 BD/3BA home, metal insulated 
shop, insulated barn and pipe corrals. 
Mostly irrigated with water and spring 
rights and creek. Only 3 miles from town. 
$1,200,000.
VACANT LAND
NEW! 1129 Gail Circle in Sanderson 
Hills – Great views, includes sewer and 
water taps, plus survey and some exca-
vation. $41,500. 

COMMERCIAL
NEW! Maybell Meat Processing, 
60240 Hwy. 40, Maybell – Full wild 
game processing in one of Colorado’s 
prime hunting areas.  Fully equipped 
building on 6 lots, also has two RV 
hookups and a private well. $280,000. 
Call for more details!

All advertising is subject to errors, 
omissions or changes without notice.

Western Exposures
Realty, llc

2777 CR 7, Meeker, CO 
westernexposures.com ◆ 970.878.5877

ONEA MILLER ~ Broker 
oneamiller@gmail.com ◆ 970.321.2777

SAMANTHA LOPEZ ~ Realtor
samlopez.we@hotmail.com ◆ 970.440.0411

  

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
866-977-2602

Limited Time O� er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  
install and activate the generator with a participating dealer. 
Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   

1-855-955-4723

FREEDOM.
TO BE YOU.

MKT-P0253

If you think oxygen therapy means 
slowing down, it’s time for a welcome 
breath of fresh air.

I don't know where I'm 
going from here, but I 

promise it won't be boring.
~ David Bowie

Your community news is also digital!

www.ht1885.com

COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS, 
BECAUSE COMMUNITY MATTERS.
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