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Propane Sales for the White River Valley

By HEATHER SACKETT
Aspen Journalism

RBC I Six years after the 
application was filed, a judge has 
granted a water conservancy dis-
trict in northwest Colorado a water 
right for a new dam-and-reservoir 
project that top state engineers 
had opposed.

Rio Blanco Water Conservancy 
District now has a 66,720 acre-
foot conditional water right to 
build a dam and reservoir between 
Rangely and Meeker, known as 
the White River storage project or 
the Wolf Creek project. The con-
servancy district is proposing an 
off-channel reservoir with a dam 
110 feet tall and 3,800 feet long, 
with water that will be pumped 
from the White River.

But the decree, while grant-
ing Rangely-based Rio Blanco the 
amount of storage it was seeking, 
doesn’t allow the district all the 
water uses that it initially wanted. 
The decree grants Rio Blanco a 
water right for municipal use for 
the town of Rangely; augmenta-
tion within its boundaries; miti-
gation of environmental impacts; 
hydroelectric power; and in-res-
ervoir use for recreation, pisca-
torial and wildlife habitat. The 
conservancy district will not be 
able to use the water for irrigation, 
endangered fish or augmentation 
in the event of a compact call.

For more than five years, 
state engineers had argued that 
the project was speculative and 
that Rio Blanco couldn’t prove 
a need for the water. Engineers 
had asked the court to dismiss 
Rio Blanco’s entire application 
in what’s known as a motion for 
summary judgment. Division 6 
Water Judge Michael O’Hara III 
agreed in part with state engi-
neers and dismissed some of Rio 
Blanco’s requested water uses in 
an order filed Dec. 23. That left 
the fate of just three water uses to 
be determined at trial: Colorado 
River Compact augmentation, 

endangered fish and hydroelectric 
power.

After seeing his order, the 
parties asked O’Hara if they 
could postpone the trial, which 
was scheduled for Jan. 4, while 
they hammered out a settlement 
agreement. The final decree and a 
stipulation, filed Thursday night, 
cancel and replace O’Hara’s Dec. 
23 order and let the parties avoid 
a trial.

“When you come to agree-
ments, you are much more likely 
to live with those than having the 
judge force you to do things you 
didn’t really want to do,” O’Hara 
told the parties in a Dec. 31 con-
ference call.

Both sides said they are happy 
with the terms of the decree. 
Conservancy district Manager 
Alden Vanden Brink said that 
after six years of working out 
issues, the decree brought a sense 
of elation and a sigh of relief to 
the community of Rangely. The 
district is very pleased with the 
final result, he said.

“Folks kept holding their 
breath,” Vanden Brink said. “And 
now we’ve got a step forward for 
drought resiliency.”
SETTLEMENT AND 
STIPULATION

The main issue for state engi-
neers, who were the sole remain-
ing opposer in this case, was 
whether Rio Blanco could prove 
it needed the water. According 
to Colorado water law, new con-
ditional water rights cannot be 
granted without a specific plan 
and intent to put the water to 
beneficial use. State engineers 
maintained that the conservancy 
district had not proven that water 
rights it already owned wouldn’t 
meet its demands.

But Rio Blanco said its exist-
ing water rights in their current 
locations were insufficient and 
that it needed a new reservoir on 
Wolf Creek to meet current and 
future needs. And district officials 

said they were wary of seeking 
to transfer these rights and uses 
to a new reservoir because that 
requires a water-court process 
whose outcome is not guaranteed; 
therefore they needed the new 
conditional storage right. Even if a 
water court approved the changes, 
Rio Blanco still said there was not 
enough storage in the White River 
basin to meet demands during a 
drought or for future uses.

State engineers and Rio 
Blanco disagreed about how 
much, if any, water Rio Blanco 
needed for Rangely, irrigation, 
endangered fish and other uses. 
Rio Blanco agreed to give up 
two of the three water uses left to 
be determined at trial: Colorado 
River Compact augmentation and 
endangered fish.

According to the decree, if 
Rio Blanco in the future is suc-
cessful at moving any of their 
existing water rights to the Wolf 
Creek project, the same portion of 
water granted by the decree will 
be canceled, eliminating duplicate 
water rights in the reservoir.

A stipulation agreed to by both 
parties lays out further restrictions 
on the water use.

According to the stipulation, 
annual releases from the reservoir 
will be limited to 7,000 acre-
feet for municipal and in-basin 
augmentation uses. Up to 20,720 
acre-feet of water can be used for 
mitigation of the environmental 
impacts of building the project. 
But once the exact amount of 
water needed for future mitiga-
tion is determined, the difference 
between that amount and the 
20,720 acre-feet will be canceled, 
reducing the total amount of water 
decreed.
COMPACT COMPLIANCE

State Engineer Kevin Rein 
said the final decree is a good 
outcome, reached in the spir-
it of cooperation. Even so, state 
engineers were never willing 
to compromise on giving Rio 

Blanco water for Colorado River 
Compact compliance.

“That’s something that we 
would have held fast on in trial 
and we held fast on discussing it 
with them,” Rein said. “It’s more 
a matter of something that does 
not legally occur right now with 
the state of Colorado water law.”

Rio Blanco had proposed 
that 11,887 acre-feet per year 
be stored as “augmentation,” or 
insurance, in case of a compact 
call. Releasing this replacement 
water stored in the reservoir to 
meet downstream compact obli-
gations would allow other water 
uses in the district to continue and 
avoid the mandatory cutbacks in 
the event of a compact call.

Many water users in the 
White River basin, including the 
towns of Rangely and Meeker, 

have water rights that are junior 
to the 1922 interstate compact, 
meaning these users could bear 
the brunt of involuntary cutbacks. 
Augmentation water would pro-
tect them from that.

State engineers said augmen-
tation use in a compact-call sce-
nario is not a beneficial use under 
Colorado water law and is inher-
ently speculative. This doesn’t 
seem to be a settled legal issue, 
and O’Hara said in his motion 
that he would not rule on whether 
compact augmentation was specu-
lative.

“We believe the augmenta-
tion for compact compliance was 
very difficult to allow just due to 
the complexities of the Colorado 
River Compact and the Upper 
Colorado River compact, and it’s 
gratifying that Rio Blanco listened 

to us and we were able to get a 
final decree that didn’t include 
that component,” Rein said.

The water-right decree rep-
resents just the first step toward 
constructing the project, which 
will need approvals from fed-
eral agencies. Every six years, 
in what’s known as a diligence 
filing, Rio Blanco must show the 
water court that it is moving for-
ward with the dam and reservoir 
in order to keep its water right. 
Fort Collins-based environmen-
tal group Save the Colorado has 
already said it will oppose the 
project.

Aspen Journalism is a local, 
nonprofit, investigative news orga-
nization covering water and riv-
ers. Support Aspen Journalism’s 
work by visiting https://www.
aspenjournalism.org/donate/

Rio Blanco secures water right 
for Wolf Creek reservoir project SNOWDY ... 

SWEARING IN ...

LUCAS TURNER PHOTOS
Newly-elected county commissioner Ty Gates (left) and re-elected incumbent Jeff Rector (right) took their oaths of office Tuesday led by Clerk and Recorder Boots 
Campbell. Gates replaces retiring commissioner Si Woodruff. Commissioner Gary Moyer, who was elected in 2018, will chair the board this year. Find our report on the 
first regular meeting of 2021 on PAGE 2A.

CAITLIN WALKER PHOTO
A snow cowboy across from the Meeker post office became a bit of a sensation 
last week, with some residents stopping to snap selfies with the frigid fellow. His 
presence brought plenty of smiles.

Q&AVACCINE
With  Rio Blanco County Public Health

Friday, Jan. 15th ~ 7 p.m.
Streaming on Facebook Live and at ht1885.com 

http://www.ht1885.com
http://www.wrenergy.com
https://www.aspenjournalism.org/donate/
https://www.aspenjournalism.org/donate/
https://www.facebook.com/ht.1885/live/
http://www.ht1885.com 
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Whatever you’re going through, crisis counselors and professionally 
trained peer specialists are available to help. 

Call Colorado Crisis Service’s hotline at 
1-844-493-TALK(8255)
There is no wrong reason to reach out.

Special to the Herald Times

RBC I Julia Eskelson of Meeker and Hannah Wilkie of Rangely are among 328 students who qualified 
for Chadron State College’s Fall 2020 President's List. The students have a 4.0 grade point average on a 4.0 
scale. To qualify, students must be enrolled in 12 credit hours of coursework, be seeking their first bachelor's 
degree, and have no incomplete grades during the semester. 

Eskelson, Wilkie make President's List at CSC

New board holds lengthy first meeting in 2021
COUNTY      BEAT

By LUCAS TURNER
lucas@ht1885.com

RBC I Newly-elected Rio Blanco County 
Commissioner Ty Gates was sworn into office 
Tuesday morning. Commissioner Jeff Rector was 
also sworn in for his second term prior to the 
board’s first official meeting of 2021.

Tuesday’s regular meeting included a check-
in with Public Health Director Alice Harvey, 
who gave an update on the county’s COVID-19 
incidence rate, which has increased in the last 
14 days.

Harvey said the uptick was partially related 
to a mass testing clinic last week for returning 
CNCC students, which identified nine positive 
cases. “There’s a lot of Meeker cases too, not 
associated with CNCC,” said Harvey.

Commissioner Moyer asked if there was any 
indication of the county going to a lower restric-
tion level on the state’s COVID dial. Harvey said 
she had not received an update from the CDPHE, 
who last told her they would be watching to see 
if the county’s incidence rate increased.

Harvey also updated the board on the status 
of vaccinations in the county. “We’re in a very 
good spot in terms of our data, we’ve vaccinated 
12% of our adult population, statewide that’s [at] 
about 3-4%.” Harvey added that the county had 
administered 97% of allocated doses, compared 
to the statewide average of 52%. 

So far vaccine clinics have seen “high turn-
out” according to Harvey.

Referencing a recent phone conversation with 
a “Denver resident,” commissioners Moyer and 
Rector expressed concerns about non-residents 
trying to come to the area for vaccinations. “I 
just wanna make sure that those vaccines are 
being used for people with at least some tie to 
Rio Blanco County,” said Moyer. 

Harvey said the allocated vaccines are intend-
ed for residents, and that no one from the Front 
Range had shown up requesting vaccination. She 

clarified that certain individuals such as residents 
of Dinosaur who work in the county, traveling 
nurses and second home owners would still be 
eligible for vaccination even if they’re not full 
time residents.

Harvey described the vaccination planning 
process as a massive undertaking, noting that 
with case counts increasing, department employ-
ees could easily be spread thin between shot 
clinics, testing, contact tracing and other related 
activities. 

“But we also have about 10 to 12 medical 
personnel that live in this county who have vol-
unteered to help with shot clinics,” said Harvey. 
She said federal immunization funding had been 
increased to $75,000 through 2022, (specifically 
for COVID vaccination efforts), and that some of 
that money could be used to pay vetted medical 
personnel to help with vaccine clinics. She said 
although the county does qualify to get contract 
nurses from the state, she wants residents to be 
able to get their vaccine from someone local.

County Attorney Todd Starr stated concerns 
about whether or not medical personnel working 
for the county would qualify as independent 
contractors. After some discussion of poten-
tial options, Starr and other staff including HR 
Director Laura Smith and Finance Director Janae 
Stanworth, agreed to meet later in the week to 
discuss the best way to manage hiring additional 
temporary personnel for assistance with COVID 
vaccinations. The board will also ask department 
heads for potential staff members who could 
receive training to help with contact tracing.

During their regular meeting the board also 
approved 19 regular business items, some of 
which happen at the beginning of every year. 
Those items included appointing Commissioner 
Gary Moyer as the board Chairman, appoint-
ing Commissioner Gates to the 911 board and 
approving a comment letter to Colorado Parks 
and Wildlife about wolf reintroduction, to name 
a few.

Road and Bridge Director Dave Morlan 
shared his regular update including information 
about a DOLA hearing he would be attending 
virtually Thursday. He also shared that Terra 
Energy Partners was planning to drill 16 new 
wells in the basin.

During commissioner updates, Commissioner 
Gates shared that he had been completing train-
ing certifications. Commissioner Moyer said 
he attended a stakeholder meeting about wolf 
reintroduction. Commissioner Rector said he 
attended meetings about pandemic response and 
public lands. He also mentioned the potential for 
Board of Health responsibilities to be taken away 
from the board, and for community volunteers to 

make up the Board of Health.
The board went into executive session to dis-

cuss personnel matters with Starr.
Tuesday’s swearing in of commissioners, reg-

ular board meeting and Board of Health update 
were all live streamed. You can view those meet-
ings on our Facebook page or, if you are not on 
Facebook, on our website, www.ht1885.com.

The HT will host a live question and answer 
session with RBC Public Health this Friday, Jan. 
15 at 7 p.m. The event will be livestreamed on 
the HT Facebook page and website, www.ht1885.
com. If you have any vaccine questions you'd 
like answered, please submit them to editor@
ht1885.com.

LUCAS TURNER PHOTO
Incoming Commissioner Ty Gates (left) and second-term Commissioner Jeff Rector (center) were 
sworn in on Tuesday. (Right) Commissioner Gary Moyer on the board.

Rio Blanco 
County COVID 
Stats as of 
Weds., Jan. 12

Total Cases to 
Date: 324

Deaths: 2

Meeker Active
Cases: 15
Meeker School 
District: 0

Rangely Active 
Cases: 16
Rangely School 
District: 1

Current Hospital 
RBC: 1

Total Hospitalized: 
18

Live updates on 
COVID-19 stats are 
available at https://
rbc.us/606/COVID-19-
Updates

http://www.wrea.org
mailto:lucas%40ht1885.com?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/ht.1885/live/
http://www.ht1885.com
https://www.facebook.com/ht.1885/live/
http://www.ht1885.com
http://www.ht1885.com
mailto:editor%40ht1885.com?subject=
mailto:editor%40ht1885.com?subject=
https://rbc.us/606/COVID-19-Updates
https://rbc.us/606/COVID-19-Updates
https://rbc.us/606/COVID-19-Updates
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Details on today's vaccine clnic
RBC | Today's community COVID vaccination clinic will be open 

to the remainder of Tier 1A citizens, health care workers with less 
direct contact with COVID-19 patients and 70+ individuals only. 
Please bring proof of residency. See PAGE 6A for further details. This 
change is due to vaccine allocation and the fact we did not receive 
the planned allotment, along with new guidelines from the CDPHE. 
Testing for COVID-19 is recommended for all symptomatic individuals 
and all individuals who have been exposed to a known case. If you 
have no symptoms, but have been exposed, it is advised to test 5-7 
days after your last known exposure, or as soon as possible after you 
begin to develop symptoms. Testing is available at both Meeker and 
Rangely public health Monday through from 10 to 11 a.m. Please do 
not call for an appointment. Vehicles will be served in order of arrival.

It's not too late to get health insurance
RBC | It's not too late to get health insurance for 2021. Join a free 

virtual drop-in Second Chance Health Insurance Enrollment Event 
and get help from Health Coverage Guides and Brokers to enroll in 
health insurance for coverage starting Feb. 1. Jan. 14 from 5-8 p.m. 
Join Zoom meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85045579187?p-
wd=b3cvZXhPcnJQcWh3djNPczV1MVFadz09

Meeting ID: 850 4557 9187, Passcode: 029231.

Historical Society annual meeting Jan. 17
RBC | The annual membership meeting for the Rio Blanco County 

Historical Society is coming up on Jan. 17 and will be held virtually 
over Zoom (call 970-878-9982 for details). This is the time to renew 
memberships, or join for the first time, and to elect officers for the 
board for the coming year. Election issues will include appointing 
Jay Sullivan as board vice president and approving Sparky Pappas 
as a board member. Current members can call in or pick up a voting 
slip prior to the meeting to participate. To renew or join as a member 
online visit http://rbchistory.org/donate/, or mail a check to PO Box 
413, Meeker CO 81641; or drop off payment at the White River 
Museum at 565 Park Ave., in Meeker.

Short-staffed? Grow your own talent!
RBC | Good help is hard to find, yet great teams are more 

important now than ever. If you’re part of a healthcare profession 
(medical, dental, pharmaceutical, behavioral, home health, assisted 
living, and so much more), you’re invited to a panel discussion about 
new opportunities to grow your existing or new staff. Visit http://bit.ly/
CNCCHealthCareSurvey to complete a short survey, and receive a 
follow-up email with useful information. For any other questions and 
to schedule a visit with our team contact Sasha Nelson, Colorado 
Northwestern Community College Director of Workforce Training at 
970-824-1118 or email sasha.nelson@cncc.edu.

CNCC classes in Meeker and Rangely
HISTORY OF ETHICS
Enrich your personal and private life by learning how ethics 

impacts your daily life. Join instructor Gregory LaPoint in learning the 
basic history of ethics, how ethics is viewed in the modern era and 
how ethics can affect your life. You may wish to purchase the book: 
Natural Law and its Relevance by LaPoint. 7 to 8:30 p.m. Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, Feb. 2 through March 11. Cost is $126 for 12 days of 
class. The class will be taught via webinar and is 100 percent online. 
Meeker seniors 62+ receive 50 percent off. Register at https://www.
cncc.edu/community-programming-registration or by calling 970-824-
1118.

AMERICAN HEART ASSOCIATION SKILLS TEST
Now there’s a new, quicker way to certify or recertify for CPR-

AED/First Aid. Test your skills. Take an American Heart Association 
Online course and then travel to Craig to complete the two-hour skills 
practice and test. You must bring proof of successful completion of 
an AHA online course within 3 months of your skills test. Skills testing 
on your schedule is available for larger groups. Enrollment is open for 
testing March 6 and May 1. Meeker seniors 62+ receive 50 percent 
off. Register at https://www.cncc.edu/community-programming-regis-
tration or by calling 970-824-1118.

NEWS BRIEFS

WATT’S RANCH MARKET
970.878.5868 n  271 E. MARKET  n  MEEKER, COLORADO

Open seven days a week n 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday through Saturday n  8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday
Prices effective Jan. 14 through 20, 2021

FROZENFROZEN
6 ct. Creamies

ICE CREAM .............................2 for   $6
7 oz. Banquet

POT PIES ...........................................88¢

DAIRYDAIRY
10 oz. Caciq

QUESO...................................................
$299

64 oz. Full Circle

ALMOND MILK .......................
$279

5.3 oz. Chobani

FLIP YOGURT ...........................
$119

32 oz. Mountain High

YOGURT ............................................
$299

8 oz. Food Club

BLOCK CHEESE ............3 for   $5MEATMEAT
16 oz. Jennie-O 93% Lean

GROUND TURKEY ..................  $349
Beef Sirloin

TIP ROAST ............................................  $349
16 oz. Bar-S

JUMBO FRANKS ...................
$119

32 oz. Bar-S
HICKORY BACON SWISS
SAUSAGE ..........................................

$449
32 oz. Bar-S
JALAPENO CHEDDAR
SAUSAGE ..........................................  $449

PRODUCEPRODUCE
6 oz. Blackberries or

RASPBERRIES ...................2 for   $4
Ripe

MANGOS .....................................5 for   $5
Bunch

CILANTRO ..............................2 for   $1
Jalapeño

PEPPERS ...........................99¢/lb.
Red on the vine

TOMATOES .....................88¢/lb.
4 ct. bag Ripe

AVOCADOS ................................
$399

15.5 oz. Litehouse

VEGGIE DIPS ..........................
$399

Green

CABBAGE ..........................69¢/lb.
Crisp

CUCUMBERS ...................2 for   $1
3 ct. Romaine

LETTUCE HEARTS ..........2 for   $4

GROCERYGROCERY
16 oz. Food Club

SALAD DRESSING ...............
$199

16 oz. Newman's Own

SALAD DRESSING ......2 for   $6
6 ct. Nestle

HOT COCOA MIX ...............99¢
6.9 oz. Zatarain's

RICE DISHES .....................4 for   $5
12 oz. Wide Awake

COFFEE .............................................
$399

14-15.25 oz. Food Club Canned Corn or

GREEN BEANS ....................69¢
15 oz. Food Club

CANNED CHILI  ...............99¢
15 oz. Food Club
CREAM OF CHICKEN OR
MUSHROOM SOUP ......79¢
16 oz. Food Club

REFRIED BEANS ............69¢
16 oz. Food Club

PEANUT BUTTER ............
$119

20 ct. Tide

PODS ....................................................
$699

Texas
Grapefruit

8 oz. Food Club

Shredded Cheese

3 for   $5

5 oz. Food Club

Tuna

79¢ 
12 oz. Food Club

Frozen Vegetables

99¢

2 for   $1
/lb. 

CHERYL HOUSER COURTESY PHOTO
The icicles at Bear Mountain Inn are providing an 
ever-changing view, with one making its way from the roof's 
eave to the ground, about nine feet.

ICE, ICE ...

COURTESY PHOTO
MHS principal Amy Chinn (left) and Meeker School District Superintendent 
Chris Selle (right)  received a $32,952 lighting rebate check from WREA 
General Manager Alan Michalewicz (center) on Tuesday.

PRESS RELEASE
Special to the Herald Times

MEEKER I White River Electric 
General Manager, Alan Michalewicz, 
was pleased to deliver a $32,952 light-
ing rebate check to Meeker High School 
on Tuesday, January 12, 2021. Meeker 
School Superintendent Chris Selle and MHS 
Principal Amy Chinn were more than happy 
to receive the rebate that will be applied to 
the school district construction fund. WREA 
encourages all its membership to look into 
energy efficiency and lighting rebates. 
WREA’s rebates are provided as a part 
of Tri-State Generation & Transmission’s 
overall energy efficiency and rebate pro-
gram. Michalewicz said, “We are always 
happy to find ways to support the Meeker 
School District, and we hope to see more 
of our membership utilize the rebate pro-
gram.” More information on energy efficien-
cy rebates can be found at WREA’s website 
www.wrea.org or by calling Todd Gerloff at 
WREA (970-878-5041).

WREA delivers $32K 
rebate check to 

Meeker High School

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85045579187?pwd=b3cvZXhPcnJQcWh3djNPczV1MVFadz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85045579187?pwd=b3cvZXhPcnJQcWh3djNPczV1MVFadz09
http://rbchistory.org/donate/
http://bit.ly/CNCCHealthCareSurvey
http://bit.ly/CNCCHealthCareSurvey
mailto:sasha.nelson%40cncc.edu?subject=
https://www.cncc.edu/community-programming-registration
https://www.cncc.edu/community-programming-registration
https://www.cncc.edu/community-programming-registration
https://www.cncc.edu/community-programming-registration
http://www.wrea.org
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By NIKI TURNER
editor@ht1885.com

While everyone is up 
in arms about deci-
sions made by Twitter, 

Facebook and other tech giants to 
delete accounts or remove apps, 
let’s take a peek back in time. The 
Bill of Rights was ratified in 1791. 
Within just a few years legal cases 
surrounding the interpretation of 
the amendments and their applica-
tion were in the highest courts of 
the land.

In the 226 years since, thou-
sands of court cases have sought 
clarification, definition, and inter-
pretation of that document; cases 
centered on separation of church 
and state, freedom of speech, libel 
laws, freedom of the press, voting 
rights, civil rights and so much 
more. 

That was the purpose of estab-
lishing a governmental system 
that would be fluid and flexible 
enough to grow as a nation as times 
changed. 

And here we are again. The 
inception of “social media” has 
created new confusion about free 
speech, about legal implications, 
about slander and libel, and so 
much more. 

Let’s start with this: In the First 
Amendment we are promised free-
dom of speech as well as freedom 
of the press. While similar, they are 
not quite the same. 

A free press provides a link 

between the people and the gov-
ernment and vice versa. Hence the 
reason we endure hours of town, 
county, and local board meetings 
wherein deci-
sions are made 
that affect citi-
zens. The press 
abides by a 
code of ethics 
and standards 
that revolve 
around seek-
ing and telling 
the truth, min-
imizing harm, 
verifying and protecting sources, 
etc., and are subject to legal and 
financial repercussions if they 
don’t. The press — the legitimate 
press — has rules to follow. Most 
newspapers, television stations, 
and radio stations fall under the 
“free press” category. 

Falling under the protection of 
the freedom of speech, we have 
comedians, musicians, publishers 
of explicit material, cable TV pun-
dits and commentators and talk 
radio hosts and bloggers and lives-
treamers and podcasters and… the 
list is endless, and there are no 
rules. Anyone can declare him or 
herself an expert, a citizen-jour-
nalist, a pundit, or a commentator 
under the right to free speech.

The internet has changed the 
scope of the information playing 
field. Now we have a plethora of 
“free-speech” media sites that pur-
posely blur the line between free 

speech and free press. They make 
themselves look like “news” but 
they follow no rules, abide by no 
ethical constraints. It’s not that the 
free speech folks are doing any-
thing that’s not legally protected, 
it’s that they have no accountabil-
ity for what they say or the effects 
their words might have. They 
aren’t required to print corrections, 
or avoid libelous statements, or 
avoid inciting a riot. 

When we learned about free 
speech in school, we learned that 
free speech carries consequences. 
You can stand on the street corner 
and wave a sign that says, "down 
with pick-a-party" and no one can 
stop you if you aren’t trespassing, 
disturbing the peace, or otherwise 
being a nuisance. But if you scream 
“fire” in a crowded theater and 
someone is trampled to death, or 
falls and cracks a tooth, you can 
be held liable for that death or 
injury in a court of law. In other 
words, you’re free to say what you 
want, but don’t try to cry “free 
speech” when your words have 
consequences. 

The same is true on social 
media sites and the internet. These 
are privately owned companies. 
Customers agree to their terms of 
service (you know, that long scroll-
ing box no one ever reads?) when 
they sign up. If they violate those 
terms, that business has every right 
to cut them off, the same way a bar-
tender can cut off a drunk without 
serving him or her another drink.

Don't get 'free speech' and 
'free press' confused

EDITOR’S COLUMN
Don't change 
livestock town code
Dear Editor:

I have a few things for the 
town board to hear on their 
proposed town code change to 
livestock in town by being a 
livestock owner in town and no 
one can seem to answer where 
to message the town board this 
as well.

I am a livestock owner in 
town. Me and my family have 
always had livestock in town 
limits since I was born 30 years 
ago and before. It’s a shame 
that you would even consider 
changing the already small 
amount of large livestock you 
can have in town which at this 
time is two of any sheep, goats, 
donkeys, horses, cattle, llama, 
alpaca, etc. with already strict 
codes about their care and pens 
being clean in place because if 
you think that just these owned 
livestock in town bring in flies 
and smell in spring and summer 
you are mistaken. Dogs and cats 
do as well. The cattle at Ute Park 
and down by 10th St. Bridge and 
hogs do as well. And especially 
with what our world has showed 
us this year with COVID and 
not being able to get things at 
grocery store like eggs, milk, 
chicken, beef, pork, produce, 
etc. There are many neighbors 
and townspeople that knew we 
have this and stopped by, called, 
and asked for eggs, goats milk 
or even an old hen to process for 
dinner to buy if it wasn’t cutting 
into the food for my family.

I am proud to say that I could 
help five, yes that’s right, five 
families for weeks to months and 
still do with eggs, milking our 
goats three times a day instead 
of once or twice to give extra to 
help someone that needed milk, 
eggs for their child or cooking 
or making bread because you 
couldn’t find it at the store or are 
limited to something your family 
needs more of one of since your 
family size is bigger or could not 
afford the price increase.

It was somewhat of a breath 
of fresh air to know I can’t get 
meat at the store. All I had to 
do to feed my family if push 
comes to shove and let me tell 
you many times it did and I 
had to process old chickens and 
rabbits for meat and I could 
feed my family or someone else 
struggling off our chickens, 
rabbits, goats. One thing I would 
like to ask the board is what 
is it you are considering, large 
livestock? Is it all listed or just 

a few classes or classes like 
cattle and horses? What are you 
wanting to limit us to now on 
large livestock and chickens and 
rabbits? Yes, there are more cattle 
and horses being stored in the 
town’s backyard. I have a feeling 
it has a lot to do with the fact of 
the stall fees that now sit empty 
at RBC Fairgrounds are too high. 
Lower them down. It used to be 
full just a few short years ago 
to the point there was a waiting 
list to get an animal placed there 
when it was just half of the price 
it is now at $60 per stall and 
head. It’s a shame you want to 
change what has been in this 
town for years. We have always 
been an agricultural community 
in the town and county and is a 
part of why we continue to live 
here and have for many, many 
years. We have always tried to 
help our neighbors and with 
putting more code limits will 
make us stop doing so because 
won’t be able to and will have 
to restrict it to just ourself due to 
the limits.

Sincerely,
The McCord family

Meeker 

Forced introduction 
of wolves
Dear Editor:

To the Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife Commissioners: What 
a sad and horrifying moment 
to have the ballot force the 
introduction of the wolf into 
Colorado and our lives. It is 
even more tragic to be informed 
that financial assistance to 
achieve this came from beyond 
Colorado’s borders. It was 
supported and sponsored by 
people that have nothing to gain 
and nothing to lose.

This forced introduction has 
absolutely no winning results for 
our state, our citizens or our way 
of life. The demise of one elk, 
one deer, one beef, one sheep, or 
one anything is a total loss to our 
future.

My family has been in 
agriculture for nearly 100 years, 
raising sheep and cattle. We have 
also promoted habitat to support 
a limited hunting livelihood. 
The wolf does not provide an 
enhancement to the well-being 
of the ranching environment and 
definitely is a mortal threat to our 
limited big game herd.

How readily I can remember 
the majesty of growing up in 
Colorado when we had the 
largest mule deer herd in the 

world and places like Rifle, 
Colorado, could brag about being 
the “buckskin capitol of the 
world.”

That magnificent mule deer 
herd is now gone. This loss is 
due to many causes, mostly 
man-made, of which the wolf 
entry only sinks the changes 
of resurrection even more — 
beyond the pale of words.

Please hold local meetings 
before making the decisions you 
are going to be forced to make 
establishing a no return, no win 
environment. This wolf thing is 
a terrible political effort. Thank 
you for hopefully allowing us 
to share in the making of the 
travesty.

Gus R. Halandras
Meeker

Community vaccine 
distribution way 
ahead
Dear Editor:

Thanks to our County 
Commissioners, Pioneer’s 
Hospital staff, and the Public 
Health Nurses I got the 
Moderna COVID vaccine 
last Thursday at the Fairfield 
Center without an appointment, 
in a wonderfully efficient 
operation.  My friends in 
Boston, Connecticut, San 
Francisco, Hawaii, and New 
York don’t know when they can 
get it, so a small community in 
Colorado is way ahead of those 
cosmopolitan communities. 
What a relief to be safe.

Jim Magid
Meeker

Public health 
vaccine rollout 
impressive
Dear Editor:

COVID-19 continues to 
spread across the globe. It 
manages to disrupt lives, 
livelihoods, businesses. Our 
social lives and family lives are 
upended and with sadness we see 
some of the most vulnerable ones 
fighting for their lives and some 
do not make it….

Now with the vaccines, 
growing hope is coming our way, 
and as we are cautious, masked 
and distanced, the new infection 
numbers are trending down. The 
number of vaccinated individuals 
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AMERICAN statesman, diplomat, 
Founding Father, and fourth president 
James Madison has been hailed as the 

“Father of the Constitution” for his pivotal role 
in drafting and promoting the Constitution and 
the Bill of Rights. He unequivocally stated to 
the General Assembly of the State of Virginia in 
1778: “We have staked the whole future of our 
new nation, not upon the power of government; 
far from it. We have staked the future of all our 
political constitutions upon the capacity of each 

of ourselves to govern ourselves according to the moral principles of 
the Ten Commandments.”

 John Quincy Adams, the sixth president, likewise wrote in a letter 
to his son (Jan. 10, 1813): “The law given from Sinai was a civil and 
municipal as well as a moral and religious code . . . laws essential to 
the existence of men in society and most of which have been enacted 
by every nation which ever professed any Code of Law.”

American culture today, however, is running as fast as it can, 
in an all-out sprint, away from that, away from any semblance of 
morals, and we see the horrendous results increase every day. To 
illustrate further, can you guess who said the following? “The Ten 
Commandments have lost their validity. . . . Conscience is a Jewish 
invention. It is a blemish like circumcision.” Those were the words 
of Adolf Hitler, but they reflect the thinking of many (if not most) 
people today. The Moral Law of God is no longer valid, appropriate, 
binding, or suitable for an “enlightened society” that has grown 
beyond such “superstition and backwardness.” Conscience exists 
only in weaklings.

Further still, government has not helped our deterioration. On the 
contrary, it has made it worse. Former President Ronald Reagan once 
quipped, “I have wondered at times what the Ten Commandments 
would have looked like if Moses had run them through the U.S. 
Congress.” How much truer that is today! The late apologist Ravi 
Zacharias (1946–2020) is quoted as saying, in fact: “The reason we 

have 17,000 pages in our law books is because we cannot follow 
ten lines on a tablet made of stone.” Indeed, the problem is not the 
need for more laws, rather the need is to obey God’s laws. We have 
removed them from our schools, our courtrooms, our culture, and 
even our thinking.

On Blackwell’s Island in the middle of the East River in New York 
City (renamed Roosevelt Island in 1973), there was a penitentiary 
until 1935 and a graveyard for criminals. On one grave was a marker 
that read, “Here lies the fragments of John Smith who contradicted His 
Maker, played football with the Ten Commandments, and departed 
this life at the age of 35. His mother and wife weep for him. Nobody 
else does.” That marker revealed a man who tried to defy the law of 
God. No person can play football with the Ten Commandments and 
escape the punishment of God. Oh, but how many there are today 
who do so!

So, how important are the Ten Commandments, that is, God’s 
Moral Law? Are they outdated? Are they for a different dispensation? 
Do they apply only to the Old Testament times of Law but not the so-
called New Testament age of grace? Are they legalistic and therefore 
violate our Christian liberty?

The purpose of these studies, which come from a series of 
messages I am still preaching, is to examine God’s Moral Law and 
answer such questions. We will discover that Scripture could not be 
clearer that God’s Moral Law is just as rich, just as relevant, and 
just as required now as it was when God etched it on those tablets of 
stone. I cannot adequately express how deeply this study has affected 
me, not only as a Bible expositor but simply as a Christian first and 
foremost, and I pray the same for every reader.We hope you will 
visit our website www.TheScriptureAlone.com, where you will find not 
only our podcast of these devotional studies but also other resources 
for Christian growth, including messages in MP3 media files. You 
are also invited to worship with us at Grace Bible Church (on the 
corner of 3rd and Garfield) at 10:30 A.M. each Lord’s Day, where 
the ministry is: “continu[ing] stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and 
fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers” (Acts 2:42). 

■  Dr. J.D.              
Watson

Introduction to the Ten Commandments
By Dr. J. D. Watson

Pastor-Teacher, Grace Bible Church

CONSERVATION CORNER

I'M  HERE TO HELP YOU (AND YOUR RELATIONSHIP). 

chance of all trades
maintenance, repairs, RENOVATIONS and PRETTY MUCH ANYTHING ELSE 

YOU CAN THINK OF. HOME OR BUSINESS. TALK OR TEXT. 970.220.2228

HONEY DO ' S NOT GETTING
 ' HONEY DONE ' ? 

By PMC PROVIDERS
Pioneers Medical Center

MEEKER I We are writing 
in response to Dr. Bob Dorsett’s 
previous letter on Jan. 7, 2021. His 
response is greatly appreciated, as 
it does point out some needed 
clarification. We understand how 
he reached his interpretation, so 
we are taking an opportunity to 
clarify.

First, for transparency, 
here is our process in writing 
this column. I, Dr. Justin Grant, 
have had the privilege to draft 
the articles representing PMC 
providers. Each article has been 
reviewed by my peers (the PMC 
providers) and has undergone 
multiple revisions based upon 
their critiques and suggestions, 
until each provider is comfortable 
with the article’s contents.

Subsequently, these articles 
represent Pioneers Medical 
Center’s providers (including this 
article, which has undergone the 
same process), and are not the sole 
opinion of any single provider. 
Additionally, it is important to 
note that as a group, we range 
the political spectrum from left 
to right.

Regarding the letters’ purpose, 
we have all seen and heard a 
plethora of misinformation, 
including emotionally driven 
opinions about COVID and what 
actions everyone should be taking.

We have also all heard differing 
“headline evidence” from varying 
news organizations ranging the 
political spectrum from CNN to 
Fox News. Furthermore, we have 
seen legitimately peer-reviewed 
evidence evolve as we continue 
to learn through this pandemic. 
Consequently, a surfeit of 
confusion has led to antagonistic 
extremes. Addressing these 
extremes and endeavoring to 
unify our community has been the 
primary purpose of our column. 
We believe that evaluating the 
actual evidence is the best way 
to do this, as it will help each 
person better understand their 
own situations and that of their 
neighbor’s. It is our hope that this 
understanding will help us reach 
across to our neighbor instead 
of throwing stones at him or her 
for individual decisions he or she 
makes.

Concerning Dr. Dorsett’s 
inference that we are implying 
you should not listen to medical 
or health experts — that is not at 
all our intent nor expectation. Our 
point is simply that COVID has 
not been around long enough for 
“COVID experts" to exist, and too 
often these touted experts are aired 
with a political agenda. We (the 
worldwide medical community) 
simply do not yet have enough 
information regarding COVID to 
be experts about it. For example, 
the full extent of asymptomatic 
transmission is still debated in 
the most respected corners of the 

medical community. It will likely 
be years before we have answers 
to questions with any relative 
certainty. As such, our comments 
are to caution against emotional 
attachment to surface-level 
information provided by “COVID 
experts” aired on politically 
opposing mainstream sources (ie 
Fox News vs CNN). New studies 
often have confusing, misleading, 
and contradicting headlines 
regarding the study’s implications 
amongst organizations across the 
political spectrum. So, instead of 
listening to those “experts,” we 
are encouraging our community 
to be as educated on this topic 
as possible, continually reviewing 
emerging evidence, and becoming 
immune to the political divide we 
see happening across the country 
— which has arguably reeked as 
much havoc as the virus itself.

Regarding vaccination, we do 
have an article addressing this 
coming over the next couple 
weeks. In short, as a preview, 
we are not telling anyone to not 
vaccinate, we fully support those 
who personally choose to do so, 
and we encourage vaccinating 
high risk individuals. We are 
simply presenting evidence for 
everyone to make informed 
decisions for themselves, as no 
medical treatment/medicine is 
without risks. The vaccine is brand 
new, and there are still a multitude 
of unknown risks. The currently 
known risks include anaphylaxis 
(which is treatable), and, at the 
time of this writing, there is one 
documented death following the 
COVID vaccine; though it has not 
been determined if the vaccine 
caused the death, and it may still 
be determined to not be the cause. 
The point is, there is no risk-free 
decision, and we do believe it is 
both unwise and irresponsible to 
blankly tell everyone, regardless 
of personal risk or health status, to 
take a new medicine that still has 
significant unknowns and is being 
presented with heavily biased 
information (studies provided 
by the medicine’s manufacturers 
who are immune to any legal 
repercussions). In time, unbiased 
third party evidence may very 
well fully support currently 
presented evidence. However, the 
medical community has witnessed 
the opposite occurrence more than 
once. Until then, this is our current 
state of affairs, and only time will 
reveal stronger evidence to guide 
our decisions as individuals and as 
a community. To be crystal clear, 
we will say again, we are not 
discouraging anyone from getting 
vaccinated, and we fully support 
everyone who decides to do so. 
There are definitely those whose 
benefits outweigh the risks. We 
are only attempting to provide an 
unfiltered, ethically responsible, 
review of the evidence to help 
people decide for themselves. 
This is still the United States 
of America, and we all have a 

choice. Stay tuned for our next 
column as we attempt to use 
what evidence we have to answer 
common questions and address 
risk.

A note addressing Dr. Dorsett’s 
critique of the accuracy of our 
presented information.

First, we greatly appreciate it. 
Ongoing constructive discourse 
about the evidence is exactly what 
we need. Right is the figure from 
the referenced article where I (Dr. 
Grant) obtained the information 
regarding the IFR ranges by age. 
I used a ruler on my laptop screen 
to make straight lines across for 
an approximation of the values. 
I did combine age groups for the 
sake of taking up fewer lines in 
the paper (ie 5 to 19 years old 
instead of listing 5 to 9, 10 to 
14, and 15 to 19 separately); and 
doing so does not leave out any of 
the data. This method is not exact, 
but feel free to do this yourself 
and compare to the values in our 
previous article (copied below).

I believe you will find the 
values will be close enough 
for the stated point and for this 
conversation. However, repeating 
the exercise again myself for the 
purpose of this article, I do have 
a few corrections to make (see 
asterisk).

n 0-4 years old = 0.0009% to 
0.001%*

n 5-19 years old = 0.0003% 
to 0.008%

n 20-29 years old = 0.0011% 
to 0.015%

n 30-39 years old = 0.008% 
to 0.1%

n 40-49 years old = 0.1% to 
0.12%**

n 50-59 years old = 0.08% to 
0.17%***

n 60-69 years old = 0.09% to 
1.2%

n 70-79 years old = 0.15% to 
9%****

n Greater than 80 years old = 
2% to 10%

*0.009% to 0.01%
**0.01% to 0.4%
***0.08% to 1.0%
****0.6% to 9%
As you can see, we did not lop 

off “75% of the published IFR.” 
We did not discuss the parts of 
the article that did not pertain 
to our conversation (such as the 
death rate comparison of different 

countries).
We agree with Dr. Dorsett that 

a healthy lifestyle alone will not 
stop the virus. It is interesting to 
wonder, though, how much lower 
would the death rate be if we did 
not have such rampant metabolic 
and cardiovascular disease? 
If we did not have a metabolic 
and cardiovascular “pandemic,” 
would COVID be so devastating?

It is also now clear that social 
distancing, hand washing, and 
mask wearing will not stop the 
pandemic either. It will only slow 

the spread. Only herd immunity 
will defeat the virus, and there 
is hope that combined potential 
natural and vaccinated immunities 
will hasten COVID’s end. In 
the meantime, emphasizing 
your health will decrease your 
personal risk, and following 
public health measures (such as 
hand washing, social distancing, 
etc.) will help minimize the 
risk of overburdening our local 
healthcare resources.

Let us keep investigating 
emerging evidence, striving 

to understand its implications, 
striving to understand each 
other, and reviewing it together 
in constructive discourse — 
constructive towards both, 
protecting our vulnerable and 
safely returning to normalcy.

#MeekerReviewed 
#MeekerCommunity 

#MeekerFamily
References:
“Age-specific mortality and 

immunity patterns of SARS-
CoV-2.” Megan O’Driscoll, et al.

Nature. November 2020.

Response to Dr. Dorsett
GUEST COLUMN

is gradually climbing and with 
time, we will see a return to a 
normal life.

Last Thursday I very much 
enjoyed attending the first 
public Meeker vaccination clinic 
conducted by Rio Blanco County 
Public Health under the direction 
of Alice Harvey RN, BSN, MSN. 
Two-hundred and nine citizens 
received their first round of 
Moderna vaccine at the Fairfield 
Center. It was heartwarming and 
impressive to see how Meeker 
citizens, mainly seniors, lined 
up for their first shot. It was so 
exciting to see the Rio Blanco 
County health workers, boosted 
by a group  of volunteers, calmly 
guiding the citizens through a 
registration and immunization 
process while maintaining social 

distancing  in the process. My 
compliments to Alice Harvey, 
RN, and her professional team 
and the medical volunteers. 

This is one of those many 
moments when I appreciate 
the privilege of living in Rio 
Blanco County. This is also 
a moment to thank our three 
county commissioners for their 
unwavering support of the public 
health program. Yes, COVID 19 
has been and is a huge headache 
for all of us but our county 
leaders stayed the course and 
staunchly are in support of our 
public health department as 
evident in the smooth rollout 
of the vaccination programs to 
our healthcare facilities, first 
responders and now the public.  

Rio Blanco County Proud,
Albert Krueger, MD

Meeker
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PHASE 1

Highest-risk health care workers and 
individuals:

• People who have direct contact with 
COVID-19 patients for 15 minutes or more 
over a 24-hour period. 

• Long-term care facility staff and residents.

PHASE 2 PHASE 3

The general public:

• Anyone age 16-59.

Coloradans age 70+, moderate-risk health 
care workers, first responders, frontline 
essential workers, and continuity of state 
government:

• Health care workers with less direct contact 
with COVID-19 patients (e.g. home health, 
hospice, pharmacy, dental, etc.) and EMS. 

• Firefighters, police, COVID-19 response 
personnel, correctional workers, and funeral 
services.

• People age 70 and older. 

• Frontline essential workers in education, 
food and agriculture, manufacturing, U.S. 
postal service, public transit and specialized 
transportation staff, grocery, public health, 
frontline essential human service workers, 
and direct care providers for Coloradans 
experiencing homelessness.

• Essential officials from executive, legislative 
and judicial branches of state government. 

• Essential frontline journalists.

Higher-risk individuals and other 
essential workers:

• People age 60-69.

• People age 16-59 with obesity, 
diabetes, chronic lung disease, 
significant heart disease, chronic 
kidney disease, cancer, or are 
immunocompromised.

• Other essential workers and 
continuity of local government.

• Adults who received a placebo during 
a COVID-19 vaccine clinical trial.

21A

1B

3
Winter Spring Summer

*Timeline subject to change based on 
supply chain. Prioritization subject to 
change based on data, science, availability.

Revised date: 12/30/2020

Note: CDPHE recognizes the Tribal sovereignty of the Ute Mountain Ute and Southern Ute Indian Tribes, and that the Tribes 
have the authority to determine how vaccine supply will be prioritized for their populations, even if their prioritization 
scheme is different than what CDPHE recommends. Some federal entities such as the Bureau of Prisons, Department of 
Defense, Department of State, Veteran’s Hospital Association, and Indian Health Services will be vaccinated by the federal 
government. Children and pregnant people are not included in this preliminary phased approach; they may be prioritized for 
vaccine contemporaneously when/if safety and efficacy data are available with the appropriate ACIP recommendation. 

Rio Blanco County Department of Public Health & Environment · 970-878.9520 Meeker · 970.878.9525 Rangely · www.rbc.us/606/Covid-19-Updates

COVID-19 VACCINE DISTRIBUTION

At this week’s community clinic, Public Health is ONLY able to vaccinate any remaining Tier 1A residents, 
Coloradans age 70+, fi rst responders, and health care workers with less direct contact with COVID-19 patients.

Please bring identifi cation or proof of residency (i.e. utility bill with Meeker, Rangely or Dinosaur address) 
This change is due to vaccine allocation and the fact we did not receive the planned allotment, along with new guidelines from CDPHE.

Community Vaccination Clinic (see above for requirements) Thursday, Jan. 14, 2 to 6 p.m.
Meeker: Fairfi eld Center, 200 Main St. | Rangely: LDS Church, 125 Eagle Crest Drive

No appointment required, fi rst come fi rst serve, social distancing guidelines in effect

Scheduled Drive Through Clinics will take place at the Rio Blanco County Fairgrounds Monday, Jan. 18, 4 to 6 p.m., Monday, Jan 25, 4 to 6 
p.m., Monday, Feb. 1, 4 to 6 p.m. Rangely location and dates coming soon!

ALL CLINICS ARE CONTINGENT ON VACCINE 
AVAILABILITY AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

BEGINNING MARCH 1ST:

By DAVE MARSTON
Writers on the Range

RBC I If there’s a dominant force in the 
Colorado River Basin these days, it’s the Walton 
Family Foundation, flush with close to $5 billion to 
give away.

Run by the heirs of Walmart founder Sam 
Walton, the foundation donates $25 million a year 
to nonprofits concerned about the Colorado River. 
It’s clear the foundation cares deeply about the River 
in this time of excruciating drought, and some of 
its money goes to river restoration or more efficient 
irrigation. 

Yet its main interest is promoting “demand 
management,” the water marketing scheme that 
seeks to add 500,000 acre-feet of water to declining 
Lake Powell by paying rural farmers to temporarily 
stop irrigating. 

In November 2020, that focused involvement 
paid off. The Colorado Conservation Water Board 
boosted demand management into a “step two work 
plan,” moving the concept closer toward policy in 
the state, which leads the Upper Basin states of New 
Mexico, Wyoming and Utah in drought-management 
planning.  

But is this approach, which verges on turning 
water into a commodity, good for the Colorado 
River? And was the public debate sufficient for 
policy about a water source that’s vital to 40 million 
people?

Without doubt, the foundation has supported 
the region’s nonprofits. During the last four years, 
over 60 Colorado River philanthropic organizations 
received between $5,000 and $2.9 million each, with 
seven organizations including the Environmental 
Defense Fund (EDF), The Nature Conservancy, 
and Western Resource Advocates each receiving $1 
million or more in 2019 alone.  A good share of the 
Walton Foundation’s $25 million in annual donations 
also went toward testing demand management on 
numerous creeks and tributaries in the Upper Basin 
states of Colorado, New Mexico and Wyoming.

The Walton Foundation also paid EDF millions 
to carry out crucial aspects of a $29 million pilot 
program for demand management in the Lower Basin 
states of Nevada, California and Arizona.

Then, there’s the Walton Foundation funding 
media to do stories about the Colorado River. What’s 
troubling is that some of the stories produced omit the 
Walton Foundation’s role in advocating for demand 
management. 

Because the foundation’s reach is so extensive, 
few of its critics are willing to speak publicly. 
They charge that the Walton Family Foundation 
doesn’t just have a seat at the table, it sets the table’s 
agenda. Lately, though, some “water buffaloes” seem 
skittish about a policy that leads to water speculation, 
which raises the question: Are the critics of demand 
management gaining traction?

Dan Beard, former chief 
of the Bureau of Reclamation 
under President Clinton, hopes 
so. 

“They (Walton Family 
Foundation) think they’ve found 
the solution,” he said “The way 
they’ve done that is to get all 
the nonprofits on their side. I 
think that’s a horrible result, 
especially for the environmental 
community. We need to sow the 
seeds of intellectual curiosity. 
If you’ve come to a conclusion 

and you don’t deviate from that, you’re nothing more 
than an intellectual dictator.” 

Then, there’s the impact of Walton Foundation 
money on media nonprofits. 

Brent Gardner-Smith runs Aspen Journalism, 
a nonprofit statewide news organization that has 
received $100,000 annually for six years from the 
Walton Foundation. Public radio station KUNC has 
received three years of similar funding for its “water 
desk.” 

In May 2020, the two nonprofits collaborated in 
a story exploring the investment group Water Asset 
Management (WAM), speculating that it sought to 
“buy and dry” agricultural water, leaving behind 
barren dust bowls. What was not reported, that only 
municipalities can “buy and dry” under Colorado’s 
already tough water anti-speculation laws. The big 
omission was that a Walton-funded nonprofit, the 
Nature Conservancy – had an ongoing demand 
management study – exactly where WAM was 
buying land.   

Colorado College journalism instructor Corey 
Hutchins said he was surprised to hear the size of 
some of the funding KUNC and Aspen Journalism 
each receiving $100,000 apiece for several years: 
“That sounds like a big Colorado water story in 
itself,” he said. “You might also worry about self-
censorship."

A story by Politico, a for-profit news conglomerate, 
is illustrative. In 2018, Politico received a $200,000 
grant from the Walton Foundation for special projects. 
In December, Politico ran a feature on the drought-
stricken Colorado River that quoted the Walton 
foundation’s head of Colorado River philanthropy, 
Ted Kowalski. Yet the foundation’s involvement in 
river policy wasn’t mentioned; nor was Politico’s 
previous funding from the Walton foundation noted.

Even odder, the recent New York Times article 
on water speculation in the Colorado River Basin 
omitted the Walton influence.

Joel Dyer, former editor for Boulder Weekly, 
who wrote a critical Walton piece, sees the issue of 
transparency this way: “They’ve (the Walton Family 
Foundation) spread their money so much they’ve 
diluted anyone who could push back. The big stories, 

Who calls the shots on the Colorado River?

WRITERS ON THE RANGE

By RON GRANGER
Special to the Herald Times

RBC I The start of our spring 
semester has begun, and many stu-
dents are back on campus.  We 
are looking forward to a successful 
spring semester knowing that it is 
going to be different than other 
years, however, moving back to 
normal is our goal.

Our semester will start as we 
did in the fall with face-to-face, 
blended, and online classes.  We 
will have students in our residence 
halls, provide dining services, and 
have opportunities for our students 
to enjoy the great outdoors in our 
region. We are truly committed to 
making this semester the best it can 
possibly be for all.

One thing that will be differ-
ent this spring will be the rein-
troduction of intercollegiate sports. 
Barring any last-minute changes, 
our athletic teams will begin play 
starting in January. Volleyball and 

soccer, which 
are normally 
fall sports, 
will play 
games along-
side the other 
sports that 
usually par-
ticipate in the 
spring. Most, 
if not all, 
games will 
be against 

our SWAC (Scenic West Athletic 
Conference) counter parts from 
Idaho, Utah, and Nevada. Our 
coaches are excited about their 
players and feel we will be very 
competitive in one of the tough-
est conferences in the country.  
Although this puts a strain on our 
athletic department, they are pre-
pared and excited for the athletic 
seasons to begin. We are waiting to 
learn what limitations may be set 
on attendance at the games, but will 
share that information as soon as it 

is available.
Although we will continue to 

have some restrictions this semes-
ter, our plan is to continue giving 
our students a complete college 
experience as they work toward 
their goals.  All of us will be work-
ing closely with the students, our 
communities, our county public 
health departments, and others in 
hopes that this semester will go as 
smooth as our fall semester.  CNCC 
is dedicated to keeping our stu-
dents, community members, staff, 
and faculty safe and still provide 
an excellent experience for those 
who have made us their college of 
choice.

As our students start returning, 
we want to take this time to thank 
everyone for the support and ded-
ication to CNCC.  Because of this 
support, CNCC is a great place 
for our students, staff, faculty, and 
communities and will continue 
to be a shining star in northwest 
Colorado.

By COLORADO PRESS 
ASSOCIATION

Special to the Herald Times

RBC I The first rule of jour-
nalism is to “show,” not just “tell.” 
We decry Wednesday’s

siege of the U.S. Capitol as an 
attack not just on democracy, but 
also on the free press, and we urge 
Coloradans to see that attack with 
their own eyes.

The words “Murder the Media” 
were scratched into a door inside 
the building. A throng of rioters 
smashed journalists’ camera equip-
ment and tied the cords into a 
noose. Another throng assaulted a 
journalist, who later was held at 
gunpoint by police.

In case those affronts seem 
merely a D.C. problem, consider 
that a protester waved a sign read-
ing “Media is the Virus” outside 
Colorado’s Capitol on Wednesday. 
And know that journalists here, like 

journalists nationwide, have been 
harassed and threatened increasing-
ly over the past four years as “the 
enemy of the people.”

For an industry loathe to make 
itself the story, there is a temptation 
to stay silent. But in the face of this 
week’s attack on our nation’s capi-
tal, the Colorado Press Association 
instead asks news readers, viewers 
and listeners throughout our state to 
join us in denouncing these acts of 
aggression. Threatening journalists 
and blocking our ability to report 
news are assaults not just on our 
trade, but also on Americans’ right 
to know what our leaders are up to 
and to keep them accountable.

Just like so many in the U.S., 
we watched in horror as the events 
at our nation’s Capitol unfolded 
on Wednesday. We were glued to 
TV broadcasts, reading local and 
national newspaper coverage and 
incessantly updating social media 
feeds.

Without brave journalists in the 
field bringing us that vital cov-
erage at the risk of their safety, 
Americans would not have been 
able to see what was taking place 
nor have the now much-needed 
conversations about how to move 
forward.

Freedom of the press and 
democracy are not separate things. 
They are indelibly intertwined. 
Weaken one and you weaken the 
other. That’s why attacking jour-
nalists, just like attacking the elect-
ed officials and institutions we 
cover, cannot be tolerated. “No 
American should be harassed and 
threatened for doing a lawful job, 
let alone those who are constitu-
tionally empowered and crucial to 
a healthy nation,” says Colorado 
Press Association Executive 
Director Tim Regan-Porter. “These 
threats don’t just harm journalists 
and their outlets; they harm the 
entire country.”

Spring semester around the corner

CPA's statement on Washington

CNCC CORNER

GUEST COLUMN

Ron Granger

u See WATER, Page 7A

Dave 
Marston

http://www.rbc.us/606/Covid-19-Updates
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Not the only Christians, 
but Christians only

By NIKI TURNER
editor@ht1885.com

RBC I  Instability in the 
energy industry comes as no 
surprise. For decades energy 
market volatility drove the 
economic boom and bust cycles 
that shaped the landscape of 
northwest Colorado for better or 
worse. As changing technologies 
and a shifting focus toward 
renewable energies begin to take 
a heavy toll from communities 
dependent on fossil fuel revenue, 
the state is jumping in with a 
plan. 

Two years in the making, 
the Just Transition Action Plan 
was released to the public on 
Dec. 31, 2020. The 20-page 
memo is intended to provide a 

summarized plan of action for 
replacing the jobs and revenue 
now subsidized by fossil fuels 
with sustainable alternatives. 

According to the report, 
the average coal worker earns 
$92,000 a year plus benefits. 
That’s a substantially higher 
number than the average worker 
in a typical local community 
($54,357 average in 2019 
dollars). 

Accumulated taxes from 
fossil fuel industries currently 
provide as much as 80% of tax 
revenue for impacted counties, 
leaving already vulnerable 
infrastructure further weakened 
by loss of funding. 

How to replace high-paying 
jobs and tax revenue from 
fossil fuels are among the goals 

addressed in the state’s action 
plan. However, with the state 
budget slashed by COVID-19, 
there’s no telling where the 
funding will come from, although 
the state has committed to 
helping impacted communities. 
Rio Blanco County is identified 
as a Tier 1 community for level 
of impact. 

Retraining workers , 
supporting local business 
growth, and finding ways to 
collaborate with the federal 
government are all part of the Just 
Transition program. According 
to Wade Buchanan, Office of 
Just Transition Director, in an 
interview with the Colorado 
Sun, creating and implementing 
a nationwide transition plan is 
the best way to move forward. 

Just Transition action plan released

the big ideas, who’s going to look 
into that?”

Primary source for overall 
theme of Walton’s pushing to 
pay irrigators to sell low-value ag 
water to cities is in this white paper 
they funded called Liquid Assets.  
The thrust is simple, eliminating 
low-value ag like alfalfa, with 
improved efficiency, frees water 
for development.

  
References:
h t t p s : / / w w w .

waltonfamilyfoundation.org/
learning/the-liquid-assets-project-
lessons-learned  

1 s t  p a r a g r a p h . 
https://8ce82b94a8c4fdc3ea6d-
b1d233e3bc3cb10858bea65ff05
e18f2.ssl.cf2.rackcdn.com/cb/b7/
d8c2a59b485fb405abee459d7f12/
wff-2018-990-pf.pdf 

Walton Family 990pf – how 
much they have to give, last filing 
2018.  

 2nd paragraph. https://www.
waltonfamilyfoundation.org/
grants-database Annual donations 
$25 million. Walton Family 
Foundation grant list 

3rd paragraph.  
Off the record interview with 

a Colorado official (who feared 
retribution and wanted anonymity) 
who recounted how Ted Kowalski 
tried to get the Walton Family 
Foundation to enter the System 
Conservation Pilot Program 
alongside: Metropolitan Water 
District of California, Denver 
Water, CAP and Southern Nevada 
Water.  Kowalski was told Walton 
Foundation could enter only by 
funding or working with a water 
district. His claims were verified 
by a 2017 donation to $400,000 to 
Denver Water from WFF

4th paragraph. Interview 
with Becky Mitchell about the 
November move into second stage 
of studying Demand management 
– ergo, how to implement. Off 
the record statement from CWCB 
official that upper basin states 
follow Colorado, since Colorado 
has lion’s share of system water in 
Colorado 

5th paragraph. WFF 
grants database https://www.
waltonfamilyfoundation.org/
grants-database  

6th paragraph. Walton Family 
Foundation grants database, link 
above. Embedded Citation for 
demand management program 
that Nature Conservancy carried 
out on canal where Water Asset 
Management purchased land. 
Interview of TNC official, Aaron 
Derwingson.

7th paragraph. https://www.
usbr.gov/lc/region/programs/
PilotSysConsProg/pilotsystem.
h t m l # : ~ : t e x t = T h e % 2 0
Pilot%20Program%20is%20
testing,term%20drought%20
on%20the%20Colorado 

8th paragraph. Aspen 
Journalism website (20 demand 
management stories in 2020) and 
Politico story (Dec. 4th about 
Alternative Transfer Methods 
(ATM) – which Walton’s funded 
via direct donations along with 
the CWCB and TU – verified by 
phone interview with TU staffer, 
Mely Whiting) with embedded link 
below where story is mentioned. 
Aspen Journalism did same story 
here is reprint link to Aspen Times 
(note private donors in story 
below—that is Walton’s donation 
according to Whiting) ATM is 
another demand management type 
program to pay farmers to fallow 
fields. 

 https://www.aspentimes.com/
news/local/how-a-high-elevation-
irrigation-study-in-kremmling-
could-help-colorado-avoid-future-
water-shortages/ 

10th. Paragraph. Interview 
with Dan Beard former Bureau of 
Reclamation head via phone early 
December. Quote confirmed  

12th paragraph. Two phone 
interviews with Brent Gardner-
Smith and one phone interview 
with Luke Runyon and subsequent 
email where he confirmed how 
many stories they were required 
to write and how much KUNC 
received from Walton Family 
Foundation annually, including 
2021. 

13th paragraph. WAM story 
link. https://www.aspenjournalism.
org/western-colorado-water-
purchases-stir-up-worries-about-
the-future-of-farming/ 

 14th paragraph. Can water 
be separated from land on 
BuRec funded irrigation canals? 
Background interview with river 
restoration expert and TU staffer, 
who wants to remain anonymous 
since TU’s budget depends on 
WFF donations. 

 15th paragraph. Email and 
phone interview with Corey 
Hutchins who confirmed his quote 
via email. 

16th paragraph. Politico story. 
https://www.politico.com/news/
magazine/2020/12/04/rancher-
colorado-river-climate-west-
water-crisis-341705 

And the proof the $200,000 
grant: 

Walton Family Foundation 
grant database https://www.
waltonfamilyfoundation.org/
grants-database 

17th paragraph. NY Times 
article … https://www.nytimes.
c o m / 2 0 2 1 / 0 1 / 0 3 / b u s i n e s s /
colorado-river-water-rights.html 

18th paragraph. Joel Dyer 
interview and confirmed quote via 
email. 

Dave Marston is the publisher 
of Writers on the Range, 
writersontherange.org, a nonprofit 
dedicated to spurring lively 
conversation about the West.

WATER: Walton influence
u Continued from Page 6A

Special to the Herald Times

RBC I Radon is a naturally occurring 
radioactive gas responsible for more than 
500 lung cancer deaths in Colorado each 
year. The colorless, odorless, tasteless gas 
can enter homes through cracks in the foun-
dation or other openings and can accumu-
late unless properly mitigated. Long-term 
radon exposure is the leading cause of lung 
cancer in nonsmokers and the second-lead-
ing cause of lung cancer in smokers.

Testing is easy, and high radon levels 
usually can be mitigated by a certified mit-
igation professional.

 A limited amount of free short term and 
long term radon testing Kits are available 
at the Rio Blanco Public Health office in 
Rangely and Meeker and can be picked 
up during regular office hours at either 
location.

The cost of the kit and associated testing 
are included in this limited offer. Funding 
for the kits was provided by the State of 

Colorado in a small limited award to help 
the residents of Rio Blanco County main-
tain their health and lung safety. Residents 
of Rio Blanco County are encouraged to 
call with any questions or concerns involv-
ing radon, radon testing and radon mitiga-
tion.

For more information please contact: 
Rio Blanco County Public Health at 345 
Market St. in Meeker or call 970-878-9520 
or 209 E. Main St. in Rangely 970-878-
9520.

Rio Blanco County Public Health 
offering free radon testing kits

SUBSCRIBE FOR 
$3.33 A MONTH.

970.878.4017
THEHERALDTIMES.COM/
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The Meeker Herald 
125 years ago

n Being killed by electricity 
is a shocking way to die.
n Simp Harp, manager of 

the stage and express company, 
took a trip over the Meeker-
Rifle division in the early part of 
this week, and reported the road 
in very smooth condition on his 
return to Meeker.

The Meeker Herald 
100 years ago

n Arthur Brisbane says 
that the rainbow was the 
first great advertising. It had 
position. It had color. It held out 
a promise of benefit. And then 

it has the value of repetition, 
because it was repeated in the 
same position and color and 
promise after every rain—
always opposite the sun.
n John Moore, ranch 

foreman at Marvine Lodge, 
spent a few days in town during 
the week. He reports about three 
foot of snow in Marvine valley.

The Meeker Herald
50 years ago

n Carla Michelle arrived as 
fast as she could to be Meeker’s 
first baby of 1971. Her mother, 
Mrs. Jerry Seely, smiles her 
pride in her baby daughter who 
was born at 3:30 a.m., Saturday, 
Jan. 9, weighing 8 pounds 
and measuring 20-½ inches in 
length. The baby’s parents are 
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Seely.
n Five elected county 

officials received their oath 
of office at 2 o’clock Tuesday 
afternoon in the Commissioner’s 
room of the courthouse. Taking 
the oat of office conducted by 
Clerk and Recorder Sue Mantle 
were Robert Kracht, sheriff; Dr. 
David Eskelson, coroner; Dale 
Frisby, assessor; Wilton Warton, 
surveyor; and Bill Brennan, 
commissioner, Dist. 1. 

The Meeker Herald
25 years ago

n In the Meeker area there 
are 21 llamas. Una Raley has 
13 of them at her ranch just 

south of Rio Blanco. Zippora 
Stahl has a bachelor herd of four 
meadowed at the eastern edge 
of town. Susan Bailey has five 
pastured along RBC 8 while 
Ron and Donna Hilkey’s four 
llamas wander freely around 
Adams Lodge. Linda and Jerry 
Steele have five llamas along 
RBC 13 near the golf course.   
n The county sheriff 

and the county’s drug sniffing 
dog Xaro searched the entire 
Meeker high school during the 
Christmas break … the dog did 
not find any drugs at all.

Rangely Times 
50 years ago

n Moving to a new location 
this week in the Comstock 
Building (the old Ford garage) 
on Main Street was Eddy’s 
Pizzeria. 
n Beware of the half-truth; 

you may have gotten hold of the 
wrong half.

Rangely Times 
25 years ago

n The pipeline will 
carry water from the Kenney 
Reservoir to the Rangely Water 
Treatment Plant. The pipeline 
will replace the current system 
pump station. The town has 
had frequent problems with the 
present pumping system because 
the pumps wear out frequently, 
Kenney said.

DAYS GONE BY

David Lynn Fetterolf, 74, of 
Clinton, Oklahoma went to be 
with the Lord on Dec. 22, 2020. 
He was born on Oct. 22, 1946 
in Grand Junction, Colorado to 
Clarence Orlan Fetterolf and 
Sylvia (Petrik) Fetterolf.

He loved the Lord and was 
an amazing father and great role 
model to his four children. He 
served his country proudly and 
served as a medic in the U.S. Air 
Force. He served his community 
in Rangely, Colorado as a police 
officer for two years. He then 
continued his education and 
received his Bachelor of Science 
degree in physical science. He 
worked as a water chemist at Fort 
St. Vrain Nuclear Power Plant 
and Public Service Company of 
Colorado in Platteville, Colorado 
until his retirement in 2002.

In 2002, he and his wife, 
Valencia, purchased the Elk City-
Clinton KOA Campground in 
western Oklahoma which they 

owned and 
o p e r a t e d 
until 2015.

Dave had 
a passion for 
flying and 
could often 
be found at 
the Clinton 
a i r p o r t 
working on 
his Cessna 
182. He was 

an enthusiastic taekwondo black 
belt and loved a good game of 
golf. His sense of humor knew 
no limits and he was always a joy 
to be around. He was a member 
of the First Baptist Church in 
Clinton.

He is survived by his wife of 
34 years, Valencia N. Fetterolf; 
his daughter Cynthia Scherping 
of Fruita, Colorado, daughter 
Ginger Lee and husband Clint 
of Poway, California, son 
Zachary Fetterolf and wife 

Danielle of Strasburg, Colorado, 
and daughter Lara Metcalf and 
husband Bryon of Severance, 
Colorado.

He is preceded in death by 
his mother and father Orlan 
and Sylvia Fetterolf and young 
brother Orlan Dennis Fetterolf 
and a (step) son James Feather.

He is also survived by 
seven grandsons, Ben and Paul 
Scherping, Marshall and Sam 
Feather, Garin Lee, Jet and 
Dash Fetterolf and two great-
grandsons, Beau and Jack 
Scherping.

He is loved and will be 
tremendously missed by his 
family and friends.

A memorial service will be 
held at a later date.

To plant a beautiful memorial 
tree in memory of David Lynn 
Fetterolf, please visit https://tree.
tributecenterstore.com/memorial-
tree?oId=19434578&source=tco_
description

William Dallas (Bill) Miller, 
84, passed away on Jan. 10, 2021. 
He was born on April 13, 1936, 
in Daggett, California, to Dallas 
and Dorothy (Cotten) Miller. He 
grew up in Meeker, Colorado, 
and graduated from Rio Blanco 
County High School in 1954. 

After high school, Bill attended 
Mesa Jr. College in Grand 
Junction where he wrestled at 
the collegiate level. In 1959, he 
completed his student teaching 
in Meeker and later that year, 
he wed Carole Klinglesmith on 
May 10. Bill taught English and 
coached high school football and 
wrestling in Limon, Colorado, 
until 1967 when he, Carole, and 
their three daughters moved to 
Yuma, Arizona. That school year, 
Bill taught and coached at Kofa 
High School. The next year, the 
family moved to Indio, California, 
where he again taught English and 
coached football and wrestling, 

later serving 
as athletic 
director at 
Indio High 
S c h o o l . 
Later, he 
t a u g h t 
independent 
studies at La 
Quinta High 
School. 

In 1996, 
Bill retired 

from teaching; however, he spent 
many evenings refereeing football 
games and wrestling matches 
and many days starting track 
meets at high schools in southern 
California. Coach Miller looked 
forward to every Friday morning 
to enjoy breakfasts with his fellow 
teachers and coaches. He enjoyed 
dove hunting in both Arizona and 
Mexico and fishing in Montana 
with his Springer Spaniel dogs. 
He was a master woodworker 
designing ways to make life 

easier around the home. Bill was 
commonly found in front of the 
TV rooting for the Denver Broncos 
and USC. He and his wife spent 
multiple hours traveling back and 
forth to their homes in Meeker, 
Colorado, and Indio, California, 
and made it interesting by driving 
different routes exploring the 
western states. Bill, also called 
Granddad, was known for his 
impeccable sense of humor and 
ways of teasing.  

Bill is survived by his wife 
Carole, of 61 years, his brother Jon 
Miller, his daughters Fawn Moore 
and Dana (Les) Flareau, five 
grandchildren, and eight great-
grandchildren.

He was preceded in death by his 
parents, his eldest daughter Dawn 
DeSantos, and his granddaughter 
Bethany Garcia.

Due to the current 
circumstances, a memorial service 
in Indio is planned for the spring.

David Fetterolf Bill Miller

David Lynn Fetterolf
Oct. 22, 1946 ~ Dec. 22, 2020

William Dallas (Bill) Miller
April 13, 1936 ~ Jan. 10, 2021

OBITUARIES

Meet MSD's new band director
By SOPHIA GOEDERT

Special to the Herald Times

MEEKER I Newcomers in 
this little town have become 
more frequent as the years go 
on. One of the more recent addi-
tions, Randy Adams and his 
wife, are from a small town 
outside of Indianapolis, Indiana. 
Vacationing in Colorado made 
the couple fall in love with the 
state, causing Adams to set up 
alerts on his phone to notify him 
of job openings in Colorado. 

The couple's journey to 
Meeker started last June. “We 
were drinking strawberry 
wine in a Kansas winery when 
a notification pops up on my 
phone: Band Director Position 
in Meeker, CO,” Adams said. 
They decided to make a pit stop 
in Meeker after finding out the 
town is in the Rockies. The trip 
made it a “no-brainer” that this 
is their dream destination and 
also his dream job. 

Adams describes his intro-
duction into the music world 
as something he fell into. He 
loves being able to conduct all 
ensembles. His students' suc-
cess reflects back to him and 
he experiences a great sense 
of pride watching his students 
succeed from sixth grade all the 
way to 12th grade.  

His diverse background in 
conducting the Indianapolis 
Trombone Choir, jazz bands, 
and other bands and choirs has 
led him to different teaching 
jobs for all ages. Most of his 
time in Indianapolis was spent 
teaching band to elementary 
school children. He later moved 
on to teach middle school and 

high school students in Arizona, 
Tennessee and ultimately, here. 
All of these experiences play 
into what he hopes to create here 
in Meeker. 

He spent his first semester 
in Meeker observing and learn-
ing who all the players were 
in his program. That way he 
can better understand what route 
to take that students will be 
interested in. “I don’t want to 
force anybody into anything,” 
he states. He currently has a 
few plans in the works that will 
add something new to Meeker’s 
band program. He hopes to get a 
drumline started for middle and 
high school students that can 
one day turn into a competitive 
drumline. He also hopes to start 
up a jazz band for the kids as 

well. 
Adams and his wife have 

fallen in love with Meeker since 
they’ve moved into town. He 
describes this town as “living 
in a painting.” Moving here 
allowed them to get out of city 
traffic where they’d have to 
drive one and half hours in and 
out of the city to get to work 
everyday. Whereas now, they get 
to hike whenever with our quick 
access to scenic walkways all 
around town. 

There’s much to look for-
ward to with the new ideas and 
opportunities in the Meeker 
band program. Be sure to keep 
an eye out for announcements 
about concerts or performances 
to help support the local band 
and choir kids. 

Beware 
of the half-
truth; you 
may have 
gotten hold 
of the wrong 
half.

~ Rangely Times
50 years ago

OBITUARY POLICY: The Rio Blanco Herald Times chooses not to charge a publication fee for obituaries or death notices with a local connection to the county. It is our opinion that publishing obituaries is a matter of public 
record and part of our responsibility as a newspaper to maintain a living record of our local history. If you need to submit an obituary or death notice, please stop by the office or email editor@theheraldtimes.com

ADOBE STOCK PHOTO
Meeker School District's band programs have a new director. 
Randy Adams hails from Indiana and loves being able to con-
duct all ensembles. He has plans to add a few new things to 
Meeker's program, including a drumline and jazz band.

Listen to free newscasts of the 
top stories from each edition of 

the Herald Times.

Available in your favorite podcast 
app and at www.ht1885.com

Being an informed citizen is 
easier than ever!

Rio Blanco County NewsRio Blanco County News

Click to 
subscribe!

https://tree.tributecenterstore.com/memorial-tree?oId=19434578&source=tco_description
https://tree.tributecenterstore.com/memorial-tree?oId=19434578&source=tco_description
https://tree.tributecenterstore.com/memorial-tree?oId=19434578&source=tco_description
https://tree.tributecenterstore.com/memorial-tree?oId=19434578&source=tco_description
mailto:editor%40theheraldtimes.com?subject=First%20baby%20of%202018
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/rio-blanco-county-news/id1510052072
https://podcasts.google.com/feed/aHR0cHM6Ly9mZWVkcy5zb3VuZGNsb3VkLmNvbS91c2Vycy9zb3VuZGNsb3VkOnVzZXJzOjgxMzc5MzEzOC9zb3VuZHMucnNz
https://www.stitcher.com/show/rio-blanco-county-news
https://soundcloud.com/ht1885
https://open.spotify.com/show/3RUyHNG9PyDf1cn3nvWtpu
http://www.ht1885.com
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SPORTS &  REC 

BANK OF THE 
SAN JUANS

500 Main, Meeker
878-5073

COULTER AVIATION
Meeker

878-5045

MA FAMIGLIA 
RESTAURANT

Henry & Kris Arcolesse
410 Market, Meeker

878-4141

NORTHWEST AUTO 
SALES & SERVICE

485 Market St., Meeker
878-5026

WATT'S RANCH 
MARKET

271 E. Market, Meeker
878-5868

WHITE RIVER
CONVENIENCE
793 Market Street

878-5353

WHITE RIVER 
ELECTRIC 

ASSOCIATION, INC.
233 Sixth Street, Meeker

878-5041

YOUR BUSINESS HERE!
SPONSOR YOUR HOME 
TEAM FOR $12.50/week!

BANK OF THE 
SAN JUANS

222 W. Main, Rangely
675-2222

COLORADO CPA 
SERVICES

118 W. Main, Rangely
675-2222

W.C. STRIEGEL
17030 Hwy. 64, Rangely

675-8444

YOUR BUSINESS HERE!
SPONSOR YOUR HOME 
TEAM FOR $12.50/week!

 

Sports stories are 
posted in the HT as 
space allows in the 

following order: varsity 
stories, junior varsity 
stories, junior high 

stories, miscellaneous 
stories. Contact us at 
editor@ht1885.com 

with questions.

#37

Area wrestlers compete at Vernal tournament

2021 Cowboy wrestling schedule

By TIFFANY JEHOREK
Special to the Herald Times

RBC I With open gyms and tournaments in other 
states, RBC club wrestlers participated in the Tournament 
of Champions (TOC) in Vernal, Utah, last Saturday. The 
TOC has been known to be one of the toughest tourna-
ments in the area. This year the tournament was divided 
into varsity, junior varsity and girls tournaments located 
in one facility. 

The varsity club from Meeker included Ty Goedert 
at 120 lbs., Connor Blunt (145), Trinden Powell (152), 
Kelton Turner (160), Brendan Clatterbaugh (170), Dax 
Sheridan (182), Colby Clatterbaugh (195), Judd Harvey 
(220) and Tanner Musser (285). Wrestling JV for 
Meeker were Coy Richardson (113), Owen Hanneman 
(120), Tanner Godwin (120), Abe Maupin (126), Jake 
Blazon (132), Kaden Franklin (138), Teagan Sheridan 
(170), Tate Kerchal (220), Noah LeBlanc (220), and 
Hayden Shults (220). No girls traveled and wrestled for 
these meets. 

Rangely varsity wrestlers included Zane Varner 
(152), AJ Garner (182), Jaxon Torsell (195) and Byron 
Mackey (285). 

The official wrestling season, which should have 
started just after football ended, was pushed back due to 
COVID to begin on Jan. 4. Then, at the direction of the 
governor’s office and Colorado Department of Public 
Health, the Colorado High School Activities Association 
moved the start to Jan. 25. After public outcry, they 
changed it again. The first official day of practice will 
be Jan. 18 and first duals on Jan. 29.

The entire season, which will only be five weeks 
of the regular season, will look much different than in 
years past. There will only be duals; each team is only 
allowed 20 duals, 20 each for varsity and JV. Only two 
teams are allowed in the gym at a time. Schools with two 
gyms can have quads and tris instead of just duals as the 
teams can remain separated. At the time of announce-
ment the Denver area was in level orange for COVID 
and all public spectator information and the number of 
kids allowed in the gym stemmed from this information. 
The bulletin, which was expected from CHSAA by 
the end of last week, still had not been released as of 
Tuesday this week. Details are still fluid and informa-
tion on total numbers allowed in the gym is unreliable 
until this information is published. 

The dual format poses issues for smaller schools. 
Teams that cannot fill the majority of the weights will 
have a hard time finding opponents that are willing to 
wrestle as so many of the kids will have the potential to 
not have a match. If only one team has a participant in a 
particular weight, that wrestler will receive an automat-
ic win via forfeit. At the end of the season, these wins 
could potentially improve the rankings, which will be 
necessary to participate in regionals. Only the top eight 

wrestlers from each class will go to regionals. Regionals 
are tentatively scheduled for March 5-6, but each class 
will wrestle separately and only for one day. The top two 
wrestlers from each weight class will move on to the 
state tournament which is scheduled for March 12-13, 
but again each class will only wrestle for one day.

The official schedule is not available, but the first 
tentative dual for Meeker is in Rifle: a quad with Rifle, 
Delta, and Eagle Valley on Friday, Jan. 29. 

Meeker coach JC Watt said, “The boys wrestled hard 
this weekend. They looked good for pre-season competi-
tion and are only going to get better.” Practice officially 
starts Jan. 18. 

At the TOC, Clatterbaugh placed second, Turner 
third, and Musser sixth. For JV Maupin placed fourth, 
Blazon third, Franklin third, Sheridan placed fourth, 
LeBlanc placed second and Shults placed fourth. 

Results for Rangely wrestlers at the TOC were not 
available as of press time. 

Returning seniors include Clatterbaugh, who placed 
second at the state tournament last year,  and Sheridan 
who returned to state for the second time in 2020. For 
the 2021 season Trae Kennedy, Musser, Blunt, and 
Goedert are also returning state qualifiers. 

The 2021 coaches on Watt’s team are Carl Padilla, 
Tyrell Turner, Kurt Blunt, Trevor Grant, Justin Grant, 
and new to the coaching staff for 2021 is Stryker Lane. 

DERBY DAY ...

COURTESY PHOTO
On Saturday, Jan. 9, 2021, ERBM Recreation and Park District held its annual 
Cardboard Derby Sled Race, drawing 52 participants. After a warm breakfast of 
burritos and hot chocolate/coffee, the races began! The winners by age are as 
follows: Fastest Division: 2 and under Paxton Dupire; 3 and 4 Luke Muxlow; 5-7 
Payton Muxlow; 8-10 Sebastian Bumgart; 11-13 Tucker Chinn; 14-18 (no partici-
pants); 19 and older Melissa Bumgart; Family Division-Dawson, Lorissa and Beau 
Muxlow; Fastest Overall Division-Sebastian Bumgart; Biggest Wipeout Division-
Cherlynn Muxlow; Most Creative Division-Mackenzie Denney.

TIFFANY JEHOREK PHOTO
MHS senior Colby Clatterbaugh.

GAYLE ZIMMERMAN PHOTO
MHS senior Dax Sheridan.

TIFFANY JEHOREK PHOTO
RHS senior AJ Garner.

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

mailto:editor%40ht1885.com?subject=
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THEME: THE GRAMMY 
AWARDS
ACROSS
1. Nothing-but-net in basketball
6. "Zip it!"
9. The ____ in Switzerland
13. Ann Patchett's novel "Bel 
____"
14. "Mele Kalikimaka" wreath
15. Ten million, in India
16. Fire in one's soul
17. Crematorium jar
18. Trail follower
19. *Artist with most 2021 
Grammy nominations
21. *Powerhouse Award 
2020 winner with six 2021 
nominations
23. *____ Sayer's "You Make 
Me Feel Like Dancing"
24. Pettifoggery
25. Lending letters
28. "Through" in text
30. Butcher's discards

35. Fortune-telling coffee 
remnant
37. Crew equipment
39. Asian goat antelope
40. "Polar Express" roof rider
41. Toughness
43. *Two-time Grammy winner 
Kelly
44. Watch word?
46. *Best New Artist nominee 
Cyrus
47. "Clueless" catch phrase
48. *Black Pumas' nominated 
record
50. Hand-me-down
52. NYC time zone
53. *____ Loaf, winner of one 
Grammy
55. Nirvana's "Come as You 
____"
57. *Post Malone's twice-
nominated work
61. *Venue of 2021 Grammy 
Awards
65. Dig, so to speak
66. Reunion bunch
68. Silk-patterned fabric

69. On Elsa of Arendelle's head
70. Historical period
71. Join the cast of, two words
72. Balkan native
73. Dog's greeting
74. Bed cover
DOWN
1. Union foe
2. Stuff for sale, sing.
3. Capital of Indiana, for short
4. Counter seat
5. "The Green ______"
6. Swerve
7. *"I Can't Breathe" artist
8. Delhi language
9. Seed coat
10. Trickster in Norse mythology
11. Like "Dead Poets Society" 
school
12. Blood fluids
15. Winnowing remains, pl.
20. Salmon variety, pl.
22. Flying saucer acronym
24. Event attendance
25. Kind of committee, two 
words
26. Movie trailer, e.g.

27. He had no cause?
29. *"____ on Me" by Lady 
Gaga and Ariana Grande
31. Cheese on Peloponnese
32. "...when out on the lawn 
there ____ such a clatter..."
33. Large-eyed lemur
34. *"Folklore" nominee and 
recipient of 10 Grammys
36. Nancy Sinatra's boots
38. Sinbad's seven
42. Semolina source
45. Cloth armband
49. Get the picture
51. Movie genre, pl.
54. Off kilter
56. Longer than #70 Across
57. A and B, e.g.
58. Doing nothing
59. *Katy Perry's 2013 Grammy-
nominated song
60. Stewie Griffin's bed
61. Unforeseen obstacle
62. Low-cal
63. One of Great Lakes
64. Email folder
67. Composer Gershwin

(Yeah, we're kind of excited about it.)

 The HT is now offering high quality black and 
white OR color copies, as well as faxing, scanning 

and more. Notarization services also available!

304 4th Street, Meeker, CO
Mon. through Thurs., 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

http://www.remindmagazine.com/rmcp
http://www.YourCommunityHospital.com
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1. Joseph Robinette ________ Jr. was born in
Scranton, PA, on November 20,1942.

2. As a child, Joe stuttered. He practiced
________ by reciting poems in front of a mirror.

3. When Joe was 13, his family moved to
Mayfield, ________, so his dad could
find work.

4. Joe attended a private high school, but
he had to wash windows and weed gardens
to help his _______ afford the tuition.

5. In high school, Joe played _______.
6. Later, Joe studied history and ________
    science at the University of Delaware.
7. While on spring break, he met Nelia Hunter,

whom he ________ a few years later.
8. After graduating from college, Joe studied

law and became a ________.
9. After the family moved back to Delaware,

Joe started his own law ________.

10. Joe and Nelia had
three ________.

11. In 1972, at just 29
years old, Joe ran to represent 
Delaware in the U.S. ________ 
and won.

Photo: U.S. Senate

Photo: U.S. Senate

  I love flying over 
all the events!

 Presidential Inauguration
2021

         On January 20, 2021, Joseph Biden will 
become our country’s 46th president. That 
date, Inauguration Day, is when a newly 
elected president officially takes office. 
President Biden’s first day will be very busy – 
full of speeches, services, parades, parties 
and dancing.  

Read the clues to fill in the crossword:

Biden

speaking

Delaware

family

football

political

married

lawyer

firm

children

Senate

tragedy

Vice President

experience

President

oldest

1

2

3

4
5

6
8

9

10

11

1213

14

15

16

12. That same year, the Biden family
suffered a ________ when Joe’s

              wife and daughter died in 
              a car accident. 
13. Joe served as a Senator. In 2008
           he was elected _________   ________ under 

     President Obama, and served for two terms.
14. Joe helped President Obama by sharing

ideas from his political ________.
15. In 2020, Biden accepted the nomination as
      the Democratic candidate for ________.
16. In 2021, at age 78 years old, Joe Biden

is the ________ person ever inaugurated
as U.S. President !

      

On Inauguration Day, Kamala Harris will 
become the first woman – and person of 
color – to become a U.S. Vice President.

  Pets at the 
White House

dog
cat

V R J U B O B C A T O I E W S M V C N
H E L E P H A N T R Z L M E F J R O U 
I J Z Z H A J V D C K D R Y K N P W R
I P F U F D O G R S J Y Q O C I Z K A
U U H O R S E E T A S N B M O X U P B
A L L L H C G Z R K X S E P S S C E B
P A A B S D A B A D F R A J H F T T I
E A O X A N E Z N A D X R R E N O E T
E Y C B R Z A X H A M S T E R R X Q R
H R E V C A R K G M Y T U U P G M U I
S U O W A F E R E C B N X C A N A R Y
W H F U T R A C C O O N F U O T Q G A

zebra
rooster
raccoon
elephant

sheep
cow
snake
badger

horse
bobcat
bear
canary

A Packed Schedule!

     These events usually take place on Inauguration Day for a President-elect and his family. Match each event to its description:

     My name is Andrew Jackson. When I became President in
1829, things did not go so smoothly. People forced their way 
into the White House. They stood on furniture in muddy boots.  
They broke glasses and plates. I left to spend the night in a hotel!

    Lots of different pets have 
lived at the White House. Can
you find and circle these?

hamster
rabbit

1. Wreath Laying Ceremony
2. Vice President’s

Swearing-In ceremony
3. President’s Swearing-In ceremony
4. Inaugural Address
5. Departure of the outgoing President
6. Inaugural Luncheon
7. Inaugural Parade
8. Inaugural Balls
9. National Prayer Service

White House Moving

A. New President and First Lady escort former President and First Lady from the Capitol.
B. President-elect gives an oath pledging to serve the American people. This is the

moment when the President-elect becomes the President!
   
C. Vice President-elect gives oath to uphold American values.
D. Many groups in Washington D.C. hold fancy celebrations in the evening.
E. This is held after ceremonies are over; more people are expected to attend this than any

other event; balloons and confetti will rain onto the streets.
F. President and Vice President go to a religious service at Washington National Cathedral.
G. President-elect visits Arlington National Cemetery, lays flowers to honor fallen soldiers.
H. Food prepared to the taste of incoming President; served to politicians, family and friends.
I. After being sworn in, new President speaks to the American people of future plans.

7
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Newspaper Fun!
 

www.readingclubfun.com

  Kids: color
stuff in!

...his term in the White House!  Today the new President begins...

     When Presidents 
change, we shift 
things in and out 
of the White House in 
about five hours!
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START YOUR NEW YEAR WITH KNOWLEDGE.
Name _____________________________________________________________
Mailing Address____________________________________________________
Telephone Number _________________________________________________
Email address _____________________________________________________

Are  you gifting this subscription to someone else? Please provide their info. below.
Name _____________________________________________________________
Mailing Address_____________________________________________________

Check one:
❑ I am including a check with this form. Please make checks payable to the Herald Times.

❑ Please charge my credit card (please circle which option you'd prefer in the table to the right  >>>>>>>>>>)

Card# _______________________________________________   Ex._______   3-digit code_______
Billing Address_____________________________________________________________________

Return this form to Rio Blanco Herald Times, PO Box 720, Meeker, CO 81641 with your 
payment. Questions? Call 970-878-4017 or email accounts@ht1885.com.

IN-COUNTY OUT-OF-
COUNTY

6 MONTHS: 
$25

6 MONTHS: 
$35

ONE YEAR: 
$40

ONE YEAR: 
$60

TWO YEARS: 
$75

TWO YEARS: 
$110

ONLINE 
ONLY: $25

ONLINE 
ONLY: $25

OPTIONS:

http://www.theheraldtimes.com/subscribe
mailto:accounts%40ht1885.com?subject=
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∙ACCOUNTS PAYABLE∙

∙MISC NOTICES∙
Public Notice:

Plaintiffs:
Lance A. Coulter and Danette K. Coulter

Defendants:
JOHN W. HUGUS, H.J. HAY, L.B. WALBRIDGE, 
H.H. JOY, V.I. HOUSE, GRACE S. BLAIR, 
ANNIE WILDHACK, H.A. WILDHACK, AND ALL 
UNKNOWN PERSONS WHO CLAIM UNDER 
OR THROUGH THE NAMED DEFENDANTS OR 
WHO CLAIM ANY INTEREST IN THE SUBJECT 
MATTER OF THIS ACTION
District Court, Rio Blanco County, Colorado
Case No. 20CV30017

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORA DO, 
TO THE ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANTS: You 
are hereby summoned and required to appear 
and defend against the claims of the Complaint 
filed with the Court in this action, by filing with 
the Clerk of this Court a written answer or other 
re sponse. You are required to file your an swer or 
other response within 35 days af ter the service of 
this summons upon you. Service of this summons 
by publication shall be complete on the day of the 
last publication. A copy of the Complaint may be 
obtained from the Clerk of the Court.
If you fail to file your answer or other response 
to the Complaint in writing within 35 days after 
the date of the last publica tion, judgment by 
default may be ren dered against you by the 
court for tile relief demanded in the Complaint 
without further notice.
This is an action to quiet title to plaintiff for 
the real property situate in Rio Blanco County, 
Colorado and described as LOT B; BLOCK 41; 
TOWN OF MEEKER, COUNTY OF RIO BLANCO, 
COLORADO.
Dated: December 17, 2020
Melody D. Massih, Reg. #24683
P.O. Box 916
Glenwood Springs, CO 81602
Tel: 970-928-9100
Fax: 970-928-9600
Published: December 24, 31, 2020, January 7, 14 
and 21, 2021
Rio Blanco Herald Times

TOWN OF RANGELY
Check Register
December-20

VENDOR, AMOUNT, DESCRIPTION
AFLAC, 297.15, Payroll Deduction
ALL COPY PRODUCTS INC, 897.67, Expenses
BADGER METER INC, 3123.37, Expenses
BLUE 360 MEDIA LLC, 385.02, Expenses
BOY-KO SUPPLY CO, 196.75, Expenses
BREMER, PAUL, 20.47, Expenses
CALDWELL, JEANNIE, 40.00, Expenses
CALIFORNIA WOK, 10.00, Shop N Dine
CANYON PINTADO VETERINARY CLINIC, 15.00, 
Expenses
CASELLE, INC, 1418.00, Software Support
CEBT, 33276.82, Life Insurance
CENTURY EQUIPMENT COMPANY, 395.30, 
Expenses
CENTURYLINK, 1612.64, Communication
CERTIFIED BUSINESS SERVICES INC, 219.75, 
Expenses
CIMARRON TELECOMMUNICATIONS LLC, 
55.00, Communication
CIRSA, 2390.00, Property/Risk Insurance
COLOCPA SERVICES PC, 31.25, Expenses
COLUMN SOFTWARE PBC, 69.28, Expenses
COX, MARYBEL, 40.00, Expenses
CREATIONS BY JA-MEL, 63.00, Expenses
DAN E WILSON, ATTORNEY AT LAW LLC, 
4732.38, Services
DIRECTV, 462.25, WRV Expenses
DUCEY'S ELECTRIC, 1244.37, Expenses
EL AGAVE, 215.00, Shop N Dine
ELLIS, KEELY, 100.00, Council Stipend
FBI-LEEDA, 695.00, Expenses
FEDERAL EXPRESS, 249.25, Expenses
FIDELITY ADVISOR FUNDS, 20831.01, Payroll 
deduction
FIRST BANKCARD, 1486.81, Expenses
FPPA, 682.92, PD Insurance
GARNER, JR RICHARD E, 100.00, Council 
Stipend
GEER, LUKE D, 100.00, Council Stipend
GIOVANNI'S ITALIAN GRILL, 835.00, Shop N Dine
GRANGER, ALISA, 100.00, Council Stipend
HACH, 377.00, Expenses
HAMBLIN, HANNAH, 140.00, Expenses
HAMBLIN, TIRYNN, 40.00, Expenses
HIRERIGHT INC, 129.02, Expenses
HUGHES, JORDAN, 40.00, Expenses
IDENTITY GRAPHICS LLC, 48.40, Expenses
KUM & GO, 265.00, Shop N Dine
LEECH, JESSE, 40.00, Expenses
MACKAY, JANET, 32.66, Expenses
MAIL SERVICES, 643.31, Services
MAIN STREET CAFÉ, 30.00, Shop N Dine
MOON LAKE ELECTRIC ASSN, 15978.29, 
Electricity
MOSS, TAD, 74.23, Expenses
MOUNTAIN STATES PIPE & SUPPLY, 1937.78, 
Expenses
MOUNTAIN WEST SECURITY LLC, 299.40, 
Expenses
MULLEN, JOCELYN, 40.00, Expenses
NETWORKS UNLIMITED, 2351.48, Support/
Services
NEWMAN SIGNS, 126.03, Expenses
NICHOLS STORE, 67.85, Expenses
NICHOLS STORE, 40.00, Shop N Dine
PIERING, LISA, 40.00, Expenses
PINNACOL ASSURANCE, 2481.60, Expenses
PINYON TREE LIQUORS, 385.00, Shop N Dine
PROFESSIONAL TOUCH, 1623.26, Expenses
QUILL CORPORATION, 77.93, Expenses
RANGELY AUTO PARTS & SUPPLY, 992.11, 
Expenses
RANGELY AUTO PARTS & SUPPLY, 30.00, Shop 
N Dine
RANGELY CONOCO, 75.00, Shop N Dine
RANGELY HARDWARE, 2391.00, Expenses
RANGELY HARDWARE, 1370.00, Shop N Dine
RANGELY LIQUOR STORE, 150.00, Shop N Dine
RANGELY SCHOOL FOUNDATION INC, 
14569.50, Sales Tax Funding
RANGELY TRASH SERVICE, 815.00, Services
RANGELY, TOWN OF, 5064.76, Utilities
REED, DONALD, 170.31, Expenses
RESOURCEFUL COMPLIANCE, 89.90, Expenses
RIO BLANCO COUNTY, 21173.75, Expenses
ROBIE, TREY, 100.00, Council Stipend
ROCKY MOUNTAIN WEED MANAGEMENT, 
153.00, Expenses
ROSE, KAYLA, 20.00, Shop N Dine
SBT INTERNET, 45.00, Expenses
SCHMEUSER GORDON MEYER INC, 17328.50, 
Expenses
SENERGY BUILDERS LLC, 3173.50, Expenses
SGS ACCUTEST INC, 346.59, Expenses
SHAFFER, ANDREW, 150.00, Council Stipend
SIMS, TERESA, 150.00, Judge's Fee
STANDARD INSURANCE COMPANY RC, 687.30, 
Life Insurance
STEWART WELDING & MACHINE INC, 26.00, 
Expenses
STOUT, 52.23, Expenses
SUMMIT ENERGY, 50278.23, Gas Transmission/
Transport
SWEETBRIAR, 505.00, Shop N Dine
TAYLOR FENCE COMPANY, 125.64, Expenses
THATCHER CHEMICAL CO, 1949.25, Expenses
TRANSUNION RISK & ALTERNATIVE, 50.00, 
Services
UNCC, 64.07, Services
UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, 
4729.00, Expenses
VERIZON WIRELESS, 955.19, Communication
WC STRIEGEL INC, 21448.27, Expenses
WEBBER, TIMOTHY, 100.00, Council Stipend
WEX BANK, 3362.66, Fuel
WHITE RIVER MARKET, 30.96, Expenses
WHITE RIVER MARKET, 1235.00, Shop N Dine
WILCZEK, KAREN, 300.00, Judge's Fee
WILDFLOWER, THE, 40.00, Shop N Dine
WRB REC & PARK DISTRICT, 173.17, Expenses
Total: 258,168.59
Published: January 14, 2021
Rio Blanco Herald Times

PAYROLL ACCOUNTS PAYABLE
TOWN OF MEEKER

12/31/20
GENERAL FUND
Town of Meeker, Payroll, $48,623.93
CRA, Emp. Retirement - PD, $2,806.12

TOWN OF RANGELY
Ordinance 692 (2020)

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING AND REENACTING SECTION 10.14.030 OF THE RANGELY MUNICIPAL CODE, CLARIFYING AND 
AMENDING APPLICABLE SECTIONS, PROVIDING FOR OPERATOR CERTIFICATION BY THE CHIEF OF POLICE AND PROVIDING 
NEW PROVISIONS REQUIRING THAT PROTECTIVE HELMETS BE WORN BY OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLE OPERATORS UNDER THE 
AGE OF EIGHTEEN AND ALLOWING THE OPERATION OF GOLF CARTS ON ALL ROADS WITHIN THE TOWN LIMITS. 
WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of the Town of Rangely (“Council”) at its meeting on June 22, 2020 determined to schedule a public 
hearing to obtain public input concerning changes to Section 10.14.030 of the Rangely Municipal Code (“Code”), clarifying and amending 
existing provisions and adding requiring the use of protective helmets by underage operators ( and their passengers) of off  highway 
vehicles (“OHV”s) within the Town of Rangely; and 
WHEREAS, public hearings were held on October 27, 2020 and November 24, 2020 by the Council at the Rangely Town Hall with public 
notice thereof having been given in the Rio Blanco Herald Times newspaper on October 22, 2020 and November 19, 2020; and
WHEREAS, the Council has duly considered the input given at such hearings by the public; and, 
WHEREAS, the Council desires to make clear that golf carts are allowed to be operated within the Town limits but only if the operator of 
the golf cart is ten or more years old, and that operators of golf carts are not required to wear helmets; and 
WHEREAS, based on the testimony received, the advice of Town staff and the experience of members of the Council, the Council 
FINDS AND DETERMINES that it is in the best interests of the citizens, especially the minor citizens, of the Town that the following ordi-
nance provisions be adopted, and that the facts contained below justify and mandate that changes be made to the applicable provisions of 
Town’s Municipal Code (“Code”), and that the wearing of helmets for minor operators and passengers are necessary, to wit:
1. Certain minor operators of off-highway vehicles should wear safety helmets while operating off-highway vehicles within the Town limits, 
as authorized by C.R.S. §42-4-1502.
2. The residents and citizens of the Town have had adequate opportunity to provide input, as required by law.
3. Protection of minor operators ( and their passengers) of off-highway vehicles within the Town is in the best interests of the public health, 
safety, and welfare of the Town and citizens of the Town of Rangely.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE TOWN OF RANGELY, COLORADO:
A. If any part of this ordinance is invalidated for any reason, it shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance.
B. This ordinance shall be effective thirty (30) days after publication following final passage.
C. Section 10.14.030 of the Code is hereby amended so that it shall read in its entirety as follows:
10.14.030 Operation of Off-Highway Vehicles
1. No person under the age of ten (10) years may operate an off-highway vehicle (which includes what are commonly termed “side-by-
side” vehicles) (OHV) on the public streets, roads, and alleys of the Town as designated in Section 10.14.020 above, unless the person is 
accompanied by and under the immediate supervision of a guardian who is sixteen (16) years of age or older. The phrase “under immedi-
ate supervision” shall mean that, at a minimum, the operator who is under the age of sixteen (16) is within close proximity of the guardian. 
For this section, “guardian” means a parent or sibling of the minor operator or another responsible person who is sixteen (16) years or 
older. For this section, “minor operator” is an operator of an OHV who is under the age of sixteen (16).
2. A person under the age of sixteen (16) years who operates an off-highway vehicle (as defined in section 10.14.020) shall:
     a. Be physically able to place both feet firmly on the footrests.
     b. Be physically able to reach fingers comfortably around the handlebars and brake levers even when the handlebars are turned.
     c. Be physically able to stand with knees bent with at least two (2) inches space between their seat and the OHV seat.
     d. Be physically able to easily reach the foot controls; and
     e. Have sufficient strength and familiarity to operate the OHV controls and meet the following requirements:
          I. Squeeze the hand and foot brakes to safely slow and stop the OHV.
          II. Operate the shift lever.
          III. Set and release the parking brake.
          IV. Press the brake(s) with sufficient pressure on an incline and decline to stop and hold the OHV in place. 
          V. Operate the OHV controls without looking at them; and
          VI. Be able to demonstrate hand signals for stopping and turning.
3. The Chief of Police of the Town shall provide for one or more Colorado peace officers to train and or instruct minor operators of OHV s 
in a safety education and familiarization program
(“SEFP”) approved by the Chief. No minor operator shall operate an OHV within the Town limits unless such minor operator has obtained 
a certificate issued or authorized by the Chief of Police after the minor operator has successfully completed the SEFP.
4. It is a violation of this section 10.14.030 if a person operates an OHV on a road, roadway, or alley within the limits of the Town while 
carrying any person or riding in any position that may reasonably interfere with the operation or control of the OHV or with the view of the 
operator.
5. Nothing in this section 10.14.030 shall be construed to authorize a violation of any provision of the Code or of any statute of the State of 
Colorado or of the Model Traffic Code that is in effect in the Town of Rangely.
6. It is a violation of this section 10.14.030:
     a. For any operator of an OHV within the limits of the Town of Rangely to exceed a speed of fifteen (15) miles per hour.
     b. For any person under the age of eighteen (18) years to operate an OHV within the limits of the Town unless such operator and each 
passenger who is under the age of eighteen (18) is wearing a properly fitted and fastened United States Department of Transportation 
safety  rated protective headgear designed for motorized vehicle use. For this section “properly fitted and fastened” means worn in a 
manner recommended by the manufacturer of the helmet.
     c. For the operator of an OHV to carry a passenger unless the passenger is seated as designed and recommended by the manufacturer.
7. Whip flags are recommended to be attached to an OHV operated by a person under the age of sixteen (16) years.
8. OHVs may be operated during all hours of the day.
9. Golf carts are not included in the definition of “OHV” for this ordinance; however, it is a violation of this section 10.14.030 for any person 
under the age often (10) to operate a golf cart within the Town limits. Helmets are not required for operators of golf carts. 
The Town Council deems it appropriate to publish the title of this ordinance which summarizes the ordinance and hereby gives notice that 
the entire text is available for public inspection and acquisition in the office of the Town Clerk.
READ, APPROVED AND ORDERED PUBLISHED ON FIRST READING AT ITS REGULAR MEETING THIS 27th DAY OF OCTOBER, 
2020 BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF RANGELY, COLORADO.  
§Andy Shaffer
Andy Shaffer, Mayor
Attest: §Marybel Cox
Marybel Cox, Town Clerk
PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED ON SECOND READING AFTER PUBLIC HEARING AT ITS REGULAR MEETING THIS 24TH 
DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2020 BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF RANGELY, COLORADO.
§Andy Shaffer
Andy Shaffer, Mayor
Attest: §Marybel Cox
Marybel Cox, Town Clerk
Published: January 14, 2021
Rio Blanco Herald Times

Public Notice:
Plaintiffs:

Si H. Woodruff and Susan L. Woodruff
Defendants:

HENRY A. WILDHACK, ANNIE WILDHACK, 
NICHOLAS C. MATZ BISHOP OF DENVER IN 
TRUST FOR THE CATHOLICS OF MEEKER, 
THOMAS KILDUFF, JAMES HAYES, DAVID 
E. MCMILLIAN, REINHOLD HARTKE, LENA 
HARTKE, A.C. MOULTON, BENJAMIN E. 
CURRY AND ALL UNKNOWN PERSONS WHO 
CLAIM UNDER OR THROUGH THE NAMED 
DEFENDANTS OR WHO CLAIM ANY INTERESTS 
IN THE SUBJECT MATTER OF THIS ACTION
District Court, Rio Blanco County, Colorado
Case No. 21CV30001

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORA DO, 
TO THE ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANTS: You are 
hereby summoned and required to appear and 
defend against the claims of the Complaint filed with 
the Court in this action, by filing with the Clerk of 
this Court a written answer or other re sponse. You 
are required to file your an swer or other response 
within 35 days af ter the service of this summons 
upon you. Service of this summons by publication 
shall be complete on the day of the last publication. 
A copy of the Complaint may be obtained from the 
Clerk of the Court.
If you fail to file your answer or other response 
to the Complaint in writing within 35 days after 
the date of the last publica tion, judgment by 
default may be ren dered against you by the 
court for tile relief demanded in the Complaint 
without further notice.
This is an action to quiet title to plaintiff for 
the real property situate in Rio Blanco County, 
Colorado and described as LOT B; BLOCK 17; 
TOWN OF MEEKER, COUNTY OF RIO BLANCO, 
COLORADO.
Dated: January 12, 2021
Melody D. Massih, Reg. #24683
P.O. Box 916
Glenwood Springs, CO 81602
Tel: 970-928-9100
Fax: 970-928-9600
Published: January 14, 21, 28, February 4 and 
11, 2021
Rio Blanco Herald Times

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the Town of Meeker is 
accepting bid proposals for a new patrol vehicle 
for the Police Department. The vehicle should be 
a new 2020 OR 2021 Crew Cab ½ Ton Pickup 
Truck. Bid Specifications and/or general information 
may be obtained at Town Hall, 345 Market Street, 
Meeker, CO 81641 or at townofmeeker.org, or by 
calling 970.878.4100
Bids will be accepted at the Town Hall until 
February 2, 2021 at 5:00 PM. The bid will be 
awarded at the regular Town of Meeker Board of 
Trustees meeting on February 16, 2021 at 7:00 PM.
The Town reserves the right to reject any and all 
bids; to change, add, or amend the specifications; 
to waive any informalities; and the right to disregard 
all nonconforming or conditional bids or counter 
proposals. Each proposal shall be reviewed and 
considered consistent with the provisions of 
the Town of Meeker Purchasing Policy. The bid 
proposal must be placed in an envelope, securely 
sealed and labeled “Meeker Police Patrol Vehicle 
Bid” and be received no later than February 2, 2021 
at 5:00 PM.
For additional information please call (970) 878-
4975.
Published: January 14 and 21, 2021
Rio Blanco Herald Times

TOWN OF MEEKER
NOTICE OF FINAL CONTRACTOR SETTLEMENT

TOWN OF MEEKER WATER SUPPLY 
IMPROVEMENTS PHASE 2

Notice is hereby given that on February 2, 2021 
at or about 7:00 P.M., during the regular Board of 
Trustees meeting at the Meeker Town Hall, 345 
Market Street, Meeker, Colorado, final settlement 
will be made to Gould Construction and all project 
subcontractors, including project partners for the 
Town of Meeker Water Supply Improvements Phase 
2 project, any person, co-partnership, company, 
association of persons, or corporation who has an 
unpaid claim with the companies listed above, as 
a project subcontractor or project partner, or for 
labor and materials, or reimbursement for related 
expenses, may file a verified statement, at any time, 

CRA, Emp. Retirement, $6,522.36
CRA, Emp. Loan Payments, $1,190.02
CEBT, Health, Dental, Vision & Life Ins., $21,258.50
Emp. Withholding, Federal Withholding, $5,162.66
Emp. Withholding, State Withholding, $2,028.62
Emp.Withholding, Medicare Withholding, $1,896.62
Emp. Withholding, SS Withholding, $4,926.60
MHRC, Emp. Donation, $26.50
Standard Ins, Co., Life/AD&D Ins., $928.36
Washington National Ins., Cancer Ins., $172.09
A-1 Heating, Service Call Extended Diag., $328.25
A-1 Heating, Backflow Insp., Changed Ball Valve, 
$660.06
ABILA, Acct. Software Maintenance, $2,564.54
All Copy Products, Dec. Copier Lease, $348.93
Alsco, Coveralls, $21.71
Associated Governments of NW Colo., Annual 
Dues, $2,500.00
Atmos, Dec. Natural Gas, $1,159.65
Blue 360 Media, CO. Peace Officers Handbook, 
$336.35
CIRSA, Property / Casualty Ins., Renewal, 
$50,856.06
Club 20, Annual Membership, $200.00
CMRS-PB, Reimburse December Postage, $47.82
CO. Dept of Revenue, Outstanding Judgements, 
$15.00
Colo. Federation of Animal Welfare, Membership 
Dues / AC, $45.00
Colo. Municipal Clerks Assoc., Annual Membership 
/ Cook, $130.00
Colorado Document Security, Document 
Destruction / PD, $50.00
Colorado Municipal League, Membership Dues, 
$1,432.00
Column Software, PBC, Legal Publications, 
$205.47
Curtis Blue Line, Badges / PD, $130.00
Grand Jct. Pipe, 2" Hoses for Ute Park, $433.01
Hatten Enterprises LLC, CDL School & Test / 
Dinwiddie, Levi, $1,305.00
Jason's Automotive, Fix Flat Tire / St., $25.00
McGuire Auto, Antifreeze, Welding Helmet & 
Gloves, $471.58
Meeker Auto, Windshield for Side x Side / Ute Park, 
$994.30
Meeker Sand & Gravel, 3/4" Road Base, $1,634.80
Networking of the Rockies, Jan. Monthly IT 
Support, Cables, $1,693.67
Olszewski, Massih & Maurer, Dec. Legal Fees, 
$1,853.00
Overton Recycling, Dec. Trash Service, $162.00
Pinnacol Assurance, Claim Deductible, $676.33
Pinnacol Assurance, Annual Workers Comp. 
Renewal, $13,964.29
Pioneer's Medical Center, DOT Phys / Dinwiddie & 
Smith, $210.00
RBC Fleet Management, Dec. Fuel, $1,070.51
Rocky Mountain Reserve, Dec. Monthly Admin 
Fee, $74.05
Rocky Mountain Reserve, Dec. Claims, $2,537.66
Salt Lake Wholesale Sports, Ammo, $265.00
Samuelson's, Sign Posts, Hoses / Ute Park, 
$1,139.88
Union Telephone, Dec. Cell Phone Service, 
$556.77
Valley Hardware, Shelving / Animal Shelter, 
$490.35
Watt's Ranch Market, Dog Food, Cleaning Supplies 
/ AC, $160.96
Western Slope Consulting, Oct. - Dec. Planning 
Services, $992.50
Western Slope Consulting, Final Comp Plan 
Update, $15,089.16
Total General Fund: $202,373.04
WATER FUND
Town of Meeker, Payroll, 15673.65
CCOERA, Emp. Retirement, $2,505.60
CCOERA, Employee Loans, $747.54
CEBT, Health, Dental, Vision & Life Ins., $7,356.18
Emp. Withholding, SS Withholding, $2,703.42
Emp. Withholding, Medicare Withholding, $632.26
Emp. Withholding, Federal Withholding, $1,497.85
Emp. Withholding, State Withholding, $517.38
MHRC, Employee Donation, $18.50
Standard Ins. Co., Life/AD&D Ins., $320.34
Washington National Ins., Cancer Ins., $123.41
US Postmaster, Water Billing Pstg., $119.81
ABILA, Acct. Software Maintenance, $2,564.53
All Copy Products, Dec. Copier Lease, $76.64
Alsco, Coveralls, $21.71
Atmos, Dec. Natural Gas, $572.88
CIRSA, Property / Casualty Ins., Renewal, 
$11,163.52
CMRS-PB, Reimburse December Postage, $120.50
Column Software, PBC, Legal Publications, 
$134.22
Core & Main, MIU's for Meters, $1,685.00
Craig Colo., Water Test, $90.00
Data West, Billmaster Software Maintenance, 
$4,682.13
DPC Industries, Chlorine Canister Chg., $80.00
Fed Ex, Water Sample Pstg., $60.32
Filter Tech System Inc., Sodium Hypochlorite Feed 
System, $17,965.00
Filter Tech System Inc., Solenoid Valves, $577.31
Gould Construction, Final Payment Well Project, 
$4,737.50
Grand Jct. Pipe, Fittings & Pipe for Stock, 
$2,518.45
McGuire Auto, Antifreeze, Welding Helmet & 
Gloves, Chain, $551.67
Meeker Auto, Coupler, Tape, $42.10
Olszewski, Massih & Maurer, Dec. Legal Fees, 
$513.50
Pinnacol Assurance, Annual Workers Comp. 
Renewal, $2,610.71
RBC Fleet Management, Dec. Fuel, $219.88
Rocky Mountain Reserve, Dec. Monthly Admin 
Fee, $20.95
Rocky Mountain Reserve, Dec. Claims, $758.00
Samuelson's, Fasteners, $142.54
Timberline Electric, Electronics on New Chlorine 
Feed Sys., $2,520.60
Union Telephone, Dec. Cell Phone Service, $90.60
Utility Notification Center, Line Locates, $37.25
Valley Hardware, Bushings, Bolts, Sprayer, $38.02
Watt's, Meal - Water Leak, $32.31
West Elk Supply, 6 Drums Sodium Hypochlorite, 
$875.00
Total Water Fund: $87,718.78
Total All Funds: $290,091.82
Published: January 14, 2021
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RIO BLANCO COUNTY
RIO BLANCO COUNTY ROAD 73 BRIDGE 

REPLACEMENT
CDOT #BRO C490-007 – PROJECT # 23510

REQUEST FOR BID
PROJECT NAME AND LOCATION: Rio Blanco 
County Road (CR) 73 Bridge Replacement, 
Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) 
Project No. BRO C490-007 Construction Project 
Code No. 23510. This project is located on CR 73 
which is north of Colorado State Highway 64 Mile 
Post 34.5 on Rio Blanco County right-of-way in 
the County of Rio Blanco, Colorado crossing the 
White River. Construction will take place entirely 
within the Rio Blanco County’s right-of-way. 
Construction specifications will follow the “2019 
Colorado Department of Transportation’s Standard 
Specifications for Road & Bridge Construction”. 
Project Special Revisions and Standard Provisions 
applicable to this project are included with the Bid 
Package.
SCOPE OF WORK : The project consists of 
construction of a new structure adjacent to the 
existing structure and using the existing structure 
and road alignment as an in-place detour. The 
Contractor and Rio Blanco County shall jointly 
obtain a permit for Stormwater Management during 
construction. The permit shall be transferred to 
Rio Blanco County after project is accepted by Rio 
Blanco County. The Erosion Control Supervisor will 
be provided by Rio Blanco County and will monitor 
the SWMP. Traffic Control Management (TCS) will 
be provided by Rio Blanco County as required along 
County Road 73.

This project includes funding by a CDOT-
administered FHWA Grant, but due to project 
location and road classification the project is exempt 
from Davis-Bacon wage requirements. There will be  
0 % DBE contracting goals and 0  hours of On the 
Job Training.
CONTRACT DOCUMENTS: Contract Documents 
shall be available on January 14, 2021 at www.
govbids.com/scripts/co1/public/home1.asp , or on 
the County’s website at https://www.rbc.us/bids.
aspx .
BIDDER QUALIFICATIONS: Vendors must be listed 
on the most current CDOT Pre-qualified Contractor 
Listing.
PROJECT ENGINEER AND QUESTIONS: Van 
Pilaud, County Engineer, (970) 878-9590, Fax (970) 
878-3396. All Bidders are advised to examine the 
site and become familiar with all conditions. Any 
questions regarding this Project are to be directed 
in writing to Van Pilaud before noon on Thursday, 
January 28, 2021  at the above address or fax 
number.
WORK SCHEDULE: The Project shall start after 
the Notice to Proceed is issued and be completed 
according to the contract document.
MANDATORY PRE-BID MEETING: Bidders must 
attend the mandatory pre-bid meeting: January 
25, 2021 at 10:00 A.M. at the Rio Blanco County 
Road & Bridge Dept., 570 Second Street, Meeker. 
Covid-19 precautions will be enforced. Please bring 
your mask.
BID SUBMITTALS: Bidder shall submit sealed bids 
for this project which shall include all information 
required by the contract documents. Bids shall have 
Bidder’s name and address and “ SEALED BID-CR 
73 BRIDGE REPLACEMENT CDOT #BRO C490-
007 PROJECT # 23510 ” printed on the outside.
Each bid must include a certified check or cashier’s 
check in the amount of not less than five percent 
(5%) of the total bid, made payable to Rio Blanco 
County, or by a bid bond in like amount executed by 
a surety company. The Bid Form must be complete 
with unit bid prices for each item. The Bid Form must 
also be signed. CDOT Forms 606, 1413, and 1414 
shall be included. If any of these items are missing, 
the bid will be considered non-responsive.
Mailed bids are due no later than 4:00 P.M. on 

∙MEETING AGENDAS∙

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF RIO 

BLANCO COUNTY, COLORADO HEARING
Notice is hereby given that on Thursday, January 
26, 2021 the Rio Blanco County Board of 
County Commissioners will hold a public hearing 

Board of County Commissioners of
Rio Blanco County, Colorado

Rio Blanco County Annex Building
17497 Hwy 64

Rangely, CO 81648
To attend by phone, please call 970-878-9432

January 19, 2021
1. 11:00 a.m. Call to order:
     A. Pledge of Allegiance
     B. Changes to the January 19, 2021 Agenda
2. CONSENT AGENDA for January 19, 2021
     A.    Move to approve the below listed items 
of the Consent Agenda.
     B.    Meeting Minutes of January 12, 2021
3. BUSINESS
     A.    Permission letter to the Town of Meeker 
granting permission for the Meeker Lions Club to 
serve alcohol at the Snow Ball, Skijoring event.
4. MOU’s, CONTRACTS, AND AGREEMENTS
    A.    Agreement with A&S Construction to set an 
asphalt plant and aggregate stockpile at the Quin 
Gravel Pit.
5. OTHER BUSINESS
A.
B. Public Comment
Published: January 14, 2021
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TOWN OF MEEKER
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Tuesday, January 19, 2021
7:00 P.M. Board Meeting

Town Hall
345 Market Street, Meeker, CO

Due to COVID-19 precautions, the public is invited 
to attend by calling 970-878-8091.

Call to Order
Pledge of Allegiance
Roll Call
Approval of the Agenda
Approval of the Previous Minutes
Approval of Monthly Disbursements
Public Participation
This is an opportunity for Citizens to bring 
comments and questions to the Board of Trustees 
not being addressed in the Regular Meeting 
Agenda. In consideration of other regularly 
scheduled agenda items, comments will be 
limited to 3 minutes or less. Citizens are asked to 
approach the podium state their name and address 
for the record.
Staff Updates
New Business:
Discussion of Ute Park leases for 2021.

up to final settlement, of the amount due with the 
Town, pursuant to Section 38-26-107, C.R.S., as 
amended.
Failure on the part of any Claimant to file such 
verified statement with the Town Board, prior to the 
final settlement on said contract, will relieve the Town 
of Meeker from any liability for such Claimant’s claim. 
More information is available at (970)878-5344 or at 
Town Hall, 345 Market Street, Meeker, CO 81641.
Lisa Cook, Town Manager
Published: January 14 and 21, 2021
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Tuesday, February 2, 2021. Do not depend on 
overnight delivery.
Hand delivered bids will be accepted from 8:00 A.M. 
to 10:45 A.M. on February 3, 2021.
Mailing: RBC Commissioners, Attn: Lori Zentmeyer, 
P.O. Box 599, Meeker, CO 81641
Hand-delivery address: RBC Commissioners, Attn: 
Lori Zentmeyer, 555 Main St. 3 rd Floor Meeker, 
CO 81641
BID OPENING: Bids shall be opened and read in 
public at 11:15 A.M. on February 3, 2021  at the 
Commissioners’ Meeting Room at 555 Main Street, 
3 rd Floor in Meeker. Bids submitted after 11:00 
A.M. shall be returned unopened. Bids submitted 
and opened shall not be withdrawn for 30 days 
thereafter.
BID AWARD: The Rio Blanco County Board of 
County Commissioners reserve the right to reject 
any or all bids; to waive any informalities in bids; and 
to accept the bid that, in the opinion of the Board, 
is in the best interest of the County of Rio Blanco, 
State of Colorado.
ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS: An EEO-1 Report 
must still be submitted to the Joint Reporting 
Committee if the contractors and subcontractors 
meet the eligibility requirements (29 CFR 1602.7); 
we will no longer require certification. For additional 
information regarding these federal requirements, 
please refer to: http://www.eeoc.gov/states/jobpat/
e1instruct.html .
TITLE VI ASSURANCE: Rio Blanco County, in 
accordance with the provisions of Title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 (78 Stat. 252, 42 US.C. SS 2000d 
to 2000d-4) and the Regulations, hereby notifies 
all bidders that it will affirmatively ensure that any 
contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, 
disadvantaged business enterprises will be afforded 
full and fair opportunity to submit bids in response to 
this invitation and will not be discriminated against 
on the grounds of race, color, or national origin in 
consideration for an award.
RIO BLANCO COUNTY
Dated: January 11, 2021
By: Jeff Rector, Chairman
Published: January 14 and 21, 2021
Rio Blanco Herald Times

Mayor’s Remarks
Town Manager’s Report
Town Attorney’s Report
Other Board Business
Executive Session:
Pursuant to C.R.S. 24-6-402(4)(f)(I) for discussion 
of personnel matters.
Adjournment
Published: January 14, 2021
Rio Blanco Herald Times

beginning at 11:00 a.m. in the Rio Blanco County 
Historic Courthouse, 555 Main Street, 3rd Floor 
Commissioner Meeting Room, Meeker, Colorado to 
consider the following:
Sheep Creek Minor Subdivision PSUB-0006-20.  
The applicant is requesting to subdivide and rezone 
the property into two lots. The property is located 
at 38527 County Road 33, Meeker Colorado, Lying 
within Tract 104 of the 1908 GLO Resurvey, aka: in 
Sections 29 & 32, T1N, R94W.
Address – 38527 Highway 13, Meeker Colorado.
Copies of the documents may be obtained from 
the Rio Blanco County Planning Department at 555 
Main Street in Meeker, Colorado, or you may call 
(970) 878-9510 for more information between the 
hours of 8:00 am and 5:00 pm.

This is Abe. 

Abe doesn't get his 
news from social media.

Abe is smart.

Be like Abe.

THEHERALDTIMES.COM/SUBSCRIBE

970-878-4017
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TOWN OF RANGELY
Ordinance 693 (2020) 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTIONS (A) 13.04.050, 13.04.130 & 13.04.140, AND (B) 13.08.040, 13.08.050, 13.08.060, 13.08.070, & 13.08.120 AND (C) 13.12.130 & 13.12.170 OF THE RANGELY MUNICIPAL CODE TO INCREASE THE WATER, GAS AND WASTEWATER RATES 
AND CAPITAL INVESTMENT FEES TO PROVIDE SUFFICIENT REVENUES TO MAINTAIN THE BALANCES OF THE WATER, GAS AND WASTEWATER ENTERPRISE FUNDS. 
WHEREAS, the Town Council has determined that an incremental increase in a portion of the user fees for the water, gas and wastewater enterprises and Capital Investment fees are necessary in order to keep up with inflationary pressures, qualification for grants and to maintain the 
economic health of the enterprise funds; 
WHEREAS, the Town Council determines that is in the best interest of the Town of Rangely and necessary for the preservation of the general welfare of the people of the Town of Rangely to maintain the economic health of the water, gas and wastewater enterprises. 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL FOR THE TOWN OF RANGELY, COLORADO: 
A. 13.04 Water
Section 1. Water Rate Schedule. Section 13.04.050 (B) is hereby amended to read as shown under “New Revised Language,” as follows: 
13.04.050 Tapping and plant investment fees 
CURRENT LANGUAGE: (B) Within Town limits a plant investment fee shall be paid to the Town prior to the issuance of any certificate of occupancy for new buildings or structures or expanse of existing buildings or structures. Expansion shall not only mean physical expansion of a build-
ing or structure but also be calculated at a rate of seven hundred dollars ($700) per dwelling unit or non-residential unit 
NEW REVISED LANGUAGE: (B) Within Town limits a plant investment fee shall be paid to the Town prior to the issuance of any certificate of occupancy for each new building or structure and for the expansion of any existing building or structure. Expansion shall not only mean physical 
expansion of a building or structure but also includes the requirement that a plant investment be paid per each new single-family dwelling or single non-residential unit, single business, whether a dwelling or a or non-residential unit, with the fee set at a rate of One thousand five hundred 
dollars ($1,500) per each new dwelling or non-residential unit. 
Section 2. Water Rate Schedule. Section 13.04.050 (D) is hereby amended to read as shown under “New Revised Language,” as follows: 
CURRENT LANGUAGE: (D) Tap Fees and plant investment fees outside Town limits shall be twice those charged within Town limits except that in-Town fees shall apply when a owner of property to be served has submitted a petition for annexation as provided in Section 13.04.070 
Services outside Town limits of this Chapter. If no such petition is submitted, the Town makes the tap and actual costs exceed the sum of eight hundred dollars ($800), the applicant shall pay such excess costs before the water is turned on 
NEW REVISED LANGUAGE: : (D) Tap Fees and plant investment fees outside Town limits shall be twice those charged within Town limits except that in-Town fees shall apply when a owner of property to be served has submitted a petition for annexation as provided in Section 13.04.070 
Services outside Town limits of this Chapter. If no such petition is submitted, and the Town makes the tap and actual costs exceed the sum of Three thousand dollars ($3,000), the petitioner shall pay the required tap fee(s) plus such excess costs before the water is turned on. 
Section 3. Water Rate Schedule. Section 13.04.130 (A) is hereby amended to read as shown under “New Revised Language,” as follows: 
13.04.130 Rates -Bills - Penalty for Nonpayment 
CURRENT LANGUAGE: (A) In-Town Rates: All users of the municipal water system within the Town Limits shall be billed a service charge of fourteen dollars seventy cents ($14.00) per month for each commercial building, church, dwelling unit or other use, and Three dollars and forty five 
cents ($3.45) per month for each one thousand (1000) gallons or portion thereof metered. The service charge shall be applied to each dwelling unit, whether or not such unit or units are served by individual meters or master meters. 
NEW REVISED LANGUAGE: (A) In-Town Rates. All users of the municipal water system within the Town of Rangely shall be billed and shall pay a base monthly service charge of seventeen dollars ($17.00) for each commercial building, church, dwelling unit and other use, plus three 
dollars and ninety-five cents ($3.95) per one thousand (1000) gallons or portion thereof metered. The service charge shall be applied to each dwelling unit unless otherwise noted, whether or not such unit or units are served by individual meters or master meters. 
Customers designated as Commercial shall be billed and shall pay a monthly base service charge as determined by the meter size shown in TABLE 1 below and Three dollars and ninety-five cents ($3.95) per month for each thousand gallons or portion thereof metered.
TABLE 1-Tiered Rates for In-Town and Out-of-Town COMMERCIAL WATER METER SIZES:

Meter Size 5/8”-3/4” 1.0” 1.5” 2.0” 3.0” 4.0” 6.0” 8.0”
Ratio to 5/8” 1 2 4.4 6.9 14.8 25.9 59.5 102.7
Flow GPM 18.5 37 81 127 273 480 1100 1900
In-Town Base Rate 
Rounded

$17.00 $23.00 $38.00 $47.00 $75.00 $98.00 $156.00 $169.00

Out-of-Town Base Rate $24.00 $33.00 $55.00 $68.00 $111.00 $145.00 $232.00 $251.00
Rate/1000 Gal In-Town $3.95 $3.95 $3.95 $3.95 $3.95 $3.95 $3.95 $3.95
Rate/1000 Gal Out-Town $7.35 $7.35 $7.35 $7.35 $7.35 $7.35 $7.35 $7.35

Customers designated as Commercial, Master Metered RV Parks and Mobile Home Parks shall also be billed and shall pay a base monthly service charge of one dollar and five cents ($1.05) per RV Unit Space plus a base monthly service charge of seventeen dollars ($17.00) for each 
manufactured (or mobile) home set in the Park. Unit configuration in each Park will be updated as necessary to reflect RV Unit Spaces vs. Mobile Home Unit Spaces and the Town shall bill and the owner shall pay each month according to the proper assignment of each space in the park. 
It is the responsibility of the RV/Mobile Home Park Owner or designee to provide current and accurate space assignment information directly to the Town’s Utility Clerk and/or Utilities Department in order to prepare an accurate monthly billing. These additional service charges shall be 
applied to each dwelling unit unless otherwise noted, whether or not such unit or units are served by individual meters or master meters. 
Section 3. Water Rate Schedule. Section 13.04.130 (B) is hereby amended to read as shown under “New Revised Language,” as follows: 
13.04.130 Rates - Bills - Penalty for Nonpayment 
CURRENT LANGUAGE: (B) Out-of-Town Rates: All users of the municipal water system outside the Town Limits shall be billed a base monthly service charge for each commercial building, church, dwelling unit and other use, and Six dollars and Eighty-Five cents ($6.85) per month for 
each one thousand (1000) gallons or portion thereof metered except that in-town rates shall apply where an owner of property to be served has submitted a petition for annexation as provided in Section 13.04.070 Services outside the Town Limits of this Chapter. 
NEW REVISED LANGUAGE: (B) Out-of-Town Rates. All users of the municipal water system outside the Town of Rangely shall be billed and shall pay a base monthly service charge for each commercial building, church, dwelling unit or other use, and seven dollars and thirty  five cents 
($7.35) per one thousand (1000) gallons or portion thereof metered. Non-Commercial Dwelling Units, Churches and Other Uses will incur a base service charge for their water service and meter in the amount of twenty-four dollars ($24.00) per month. Each customer designated Com-
mercial shall be billed and shall pay a monthly service charge based on the meter size shown in the TABLE 1 above plus seven dollars and thirty-five cents ($7.35) per month for each one thousand (1000) gallons or portion thereof metered. In-Town Rates shall apply where an owner of 
property to be served has submitted a petition for annexation as provided in Section 13.04.070 Services outside the Town Limits of this Chapter. 
Section 4. Water Rate Schedule. Section 13.04.130 (C) is hereby amended to read as shown under “New Revised Language,” as follows: 
13.04.130 Rates -Bills -Penalty for Nonpayment 
CURRENT LANGUAGE: (C) Bulk Rates. Each bulk tank user purchasing treated water shall be billed at the rate of Seven dollars and eleven cents ($7.11) per month for each one thousand 
(1,000) gallons or portion thereof 
REVISED LANGUAGE: (C) Bulk Rates. Each bulk tank user purchasing treated water shall be billed at the rate of Seven dollars and sixty-one cents ($7.61) per month for each one thousand 
(I ,000) gallons or portion thereof 
Section 5. Water Deposits. Section 13.04.140 is hereby amended to read as shown under “New Revised Language,” as follows: 
13.04.140 Rates -Bills-Penalty for Nonpayment 
CURRENT LANGUAGE: The Town shall require as a condition of provision providing water, gas, and/or wastewater service, either singly or in any combination, a cash deposit of one hundred dollars ($100) as security for billing rendered. For the time the deposit is with the Town and the 
utility connection maintained, interest will be allowed the depositor as determined by the Colorado Public Utilities Commission for customer utility deposits, or in the absence of such determination, by the Town manager and based on the average interest earnings obtained by the Town 
on its investments. If over any period of twenty-four (24) consecutive months a review of the customer’s account shows that no more than four (4) monthly billings have been paid after the due date and that no utility service has been shut off for non-payment of a billing, the deposit with 
accrued interest shall be returned to the customer. In case of a shut off of a utility service for non-payment of a billing to a customer to whom a deposit has been returned, such service shall not be restored until there shall has been placed with the Town a deposit in the same amount and 
in the same manner as if the customer were new. Such deposit, if it has not been returned to the customer, may be credited to the customer’s account in case of non-payment of utility bills or discontinuance of service.
REVISED LANGUAGE: The Town shall require as a condition of provision providing water, gas, and/or wastewater service, either singly or in any combination, a cash deposit of two hundred dollars ($200) as security for billing rendered. For the time the deposit is with the Town and the 
utility connection maintained, interest will be allowed the depositor as determined by the Colorado Public Utilities Commission for customer utility deposits, or in the absence of such determination, by the Town manager and based on the average interest earnings obtained by the Town 
on its investments. If over any period of twenty-four (24) consecutive months a review of the customer’s account shows that no more than four ( 4) monthly billings have been paid after the due date and that no utility service has been shut off for non-payment of a billing, the deposit with 
accrued interest shall be returned to the customer. In case of a shut off of a utility service for non-payment of a billing to a customer to whom a deposit has been returned, such service shall not be restored until there shall has been placed with the Town a deposit in the same amount and 
in the same manner as if the customer were new. Such deposit, if it has not been returned to the customer, may be credited to the customer’s account in case of non-payment of utility bills or discontinuance of service. 
B. 13.08 GAS
Section 1. Gas Deposits. Section 13.08.040 is hereby amended to read as shown under “New Revised Language” as follows: 
CURRENT LANGUAGE: The Town shall require as a condition of provision providing water, gas, and/or wastewater service, either singly or in any combination, a cash deposit of one hundred ($100) dollars as security for billing rendered. For the time the deposit is with the town and the 
utility connection maintained, interest will be allowed the depositor as determined by the Colorado Public Utilities Commission for customer utility deposits, or in the absence of such determination, by the Town manager and based on the average interest earnings obtained by the Town 
on its investments. If over any period of twenty-four (24) consecutive months a review of the customer’s account shows that no more than four ( 4) monthly billings have been paid after the due date and that no utility service has been shut off for non-payment of a billing, the deposit with 
accrue d interest shall be returned to the customer. In case of a shut off of a utility service for non-payment of a billing to a customer to whom a deposit has been returned, such service shall not be restored until there shall has been placed with the Town a deposit in the same amount and 
in the same manner as if the customer were new. Such deposit, ifit has not been returned to the customer, may be credited to the customer’s account in case of non-payment of utility bills or discontinuance of service. 
REVISED LANGUAGE: The Town shall require as a condition of provision providing water, gas, and/or wastewater service, either singly or in any combination, a cash deposit of two hundred ($200) dollars as security for billing rendered. For the time the deposit is with the town and the 
utility connection maintained, interest will be allowed the depositor as determined by the Colorado Public Utilities Commission for customer utility deposits, or in the absence of such determination, by the Town manager and based on the average interest earnings obtained by the Town 
on its investments. If over any period of twenty-four (24) consecutive months a review of the customer’s account shows that no more than four ( 4) monthly billings have been paid after the due date and that no utility service has been shut off for non-payment of a billing, the deposit with 
accrued interest shall be returned to the customer. In case of a shut off of a utility service for non-payment of a billing to a customer to whom a deposit has been returned, such service shall not be restored until there shall has been placed with the Town a deposit in the same amount and 
in the same manner as if the customer were new. Such deposit, if it has not been returned to the customer, may be credited to the customer’s account in case of non-payment of utility bills or discontinuance of service. 
Section 2. Gas Service Installation fee. Section 13.08.050 is hereby amended to read as shown under “New Revised Language” as follows: 
CURRENT LANGUAGE: Upon an application for a new gas service or where upgrading of an existing service is required, the Town manager shall install or upgrade such service. The applicant or consumer shall pay to the Town a gas service installation fee for such new gas service or for 
such upgrading of an existing service. Said fee shall be established by resolution of the Town council following a public hearing on said resolution. 
REVISED LANGUAGE: Upon an application for a new gas service or where upgrading of an existing service is required, when proper payment has occurred, the Town manager shall install or upgrade such service. The applicant or consumer shall pay to the Town a gas service installation 
fee of five hundred dollars ($500) minimum for such new gas service or for such upgrading of an existing service. Said fee shall be established by ordinance of the Town council following a public hearing on said ordinance. 
Section 3. Gas Capital Investment Fee. Section 13.08.060 is hereby amended to read as shown under “New Revised Language” as follows: 
CURRENT LANGUAGE: A capital investment fee shall be paid to the Town prior to the issuance of any building permit for new buildings or structures or expansion of existing buildings or structures. Expansion shall not only mean physical expansion of a building or structure but also 
conversions from one use to another and expansion of existing uses within a building. Such fee shall be calculated at a rate of two hundred dollars ($200) per dwelling unit or non-residential unit. 
REVISED LANGUAGE: A capital investment fee shall be paid to the Town prior to the issuance of any building permit for any new building or structure or expansion of an existing building or structure. Expansion shall not only mean physical expansion of a building or structure but also a 
conversion from one use to another ( change of use) and expansion of an existing use within a building or structure. Such fee shall be One thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500) per dwelling unit or non-residential unit. 
Section 4. Gas Rates. Section 13.08.120 is hereby amended to read as shown under “New Revised Language” as follows: 
CURRENT LANGUAGE: All consumers of the public gas utility shall pay a monthly demand charge and a commodity charge based on consumption of gas in order to create revenue sufficient to meet expenses of operation and maintenance of the public gas utility system, to pay any 
debts thereof, establish reserves, and make reasonable and necessary improvements. Said demand charge shall be billed for each commercial building, church, dwelling unit, or other use.
Any change in rates shall be made by resolution of the Town council following a public hearing duly advertised. 
REVISED LANGUAGE: Each person connected to the Town’s public gas utility shall be billed and shall pay a monthly demand charge plus a monthly commodity charge based on consumption of gas, in order to create revenue sufficient to meet expenses of operation and maintenance of 
the public gas utility system, to pay any debts thereof, to establish reserves, and to make reasonable and necessary improvements. Said monthly demand charge shall be billed and paid for each commercial building, church, dwelling unit, and other use. Any change in rates shall be made 
by ordinance of the Town council following a public hearing duly advertised. 
C. 13.12 WASTEWATER
Section 1. Wastewater Plant Investment Fees. Section 13.12.130 (A) is hereby amended to read as shown under “New Revised Language” as follows: 
CURRENT LANGUAGE: (A) As a condition of a new sewer service within the Town limits, a plant investment fee shall be paid to the Town prior to the issuance of any certificate of occupancy for new buildings or structures or expansion of existing buildings or structures. Expansion shall 
not only mean physical expansion of a building or structure but also conversions from one use to another and expansion of existing uses within a building. Such fees shall be calculated at a rate of seven hundred dollars ($700) per dwelling unit or non-residential unit. 
REVISED LANGUAGE: (A) As a condition of a new sewer service within the Town limits, a plant investment fee shall be paid to the Town prior to the issuance of any certificate of occupancy for a new building or structure or expansion of an existing building or structure. Expansion shall 
not only mean physical expansion of a building or structure but also a conversion from one use to another ( change of use) and an expansion of an existing use within a building or structure. Such fees shall be One thousand hundred dollars ($1,500) per dwelling unit or non-residential 
unit. 
Section 2. Wastewater Rate Schedule. Section 13.12.170 is hereby amended to read as shown under “New Revised Language” as follows: 
13.12.170 Rates-Based on Units 
CURRENT LANGUAGE: All users of the municipal wastewater system shall be billed a sewer service charge based on service units. Each service unit within the Town limits shall be Twenty  Seven dollars and Forty-Two cents ($27.42) per month. Each service unit outside the Town limits 
shall be Fifty-Four dollars and Eighty-Two cents ($54.82) per month Customers designated as Commercial shall also be billed an additional .00197 cents per gallon of metered water use in excess of 8000 gallons. In-Town rates shall apply where an owner of properly to be served has 
submitted a petition for annexation as provided in Section 13.12.110 Services outside Town Limits of this Chapter.
NEW REVISED LANGUAGE: 
13.12.170 Rates - Based on Usage. Each user of the Town’s municipal wastewater system shall be billed and shall pay a monthly sewer service charge based on service units. Each service unit within the Town limits shall be Thirty dollars and Forty-Two cents ($30.42) per month. Each 
service unit outside the Town limits shall be Fifty-seven dollars and Eighty-Two cents ($57.82) per month. Customers designated as Commercial shall also be billed and shall pay an additional .00197 cents per gallon of metered water use in excess of 8000 gallons per month. In-Town 
rates shall apply where an owner of property to be served has submitted a petition for annexation as provided in Section 13.12.110 Services outside Town Limits of this Chapter. Service Units shall be as follows:

RESIDENTIAL:

∙ Dwelling Unit 1 unit

COMMERCIAL: One unit plus the following

∙ Service Stations 1 unit

∙ Office, Motels, Clinics (each five rooms, etc.) 1 unit

∙ Bars & Restaurants (each 25 seating capacity) 1 unit

∙ Hospital 4 units

∙ Car Wash (each bay) 4 units

∙ Laundries (each 1.5 washing machines) 1 unit

∙ Schools without dorms (each 30 students and faculty) 1 unit

∙ Schools with dorms (each 20 students and faculty) 1 unit

∙ Recreation District facility (each 20 person cap.) 1 unit

Section 4. Severability. If any part of this ordinance is invalidated for any reason, it shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance. 
Section 5. Effective Date. This ordinance shall be effective thirty (30) days after publication following second reading and final passage. 
Section 6. Publication of Summary. The Town Council deems it appropriate to publish the title of this ordinance, together with a summary of the ordinance and with a statement that the full text is available for public inspection and acquisition in the office of the Town Clerk. 
READ, APPROVED AND ORDERED PUBLISHED ON FIRST READING AT ITS REGULAR MEETING THIS 27th DAY OF OCTOBER, 2020 BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF RANGELY, COLORADO.  
§Andy Shaffer
Andy Shaffer, Mayor
Attest: §Marybel Cox
Marybel Cox, Town Clerk
PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED ON SECOND READING AFTER PUBLIC HEARING AT ITS REGULAR MEETING THIS 24TH DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2020 BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF RANGELY, COLORADO.
§Andy Shaffer
Andy Shaffer, Mayor
Attest: §Marybel Cox
Marybel Cox, Town ClerkPublished January 14, 2021 in the Rio Blanco Herald TImes
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DISTRICT COURT, WATER DIVISION 6, COLORADO
TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED IN WATER APPLICATIONS

IN WATER DIVISION 6

Pursuant to C.R.S. 37-92-302, you are hereby notified that the following pages comprise a resume of Applications and Amended Applications filed in the office of Water Division 6, during the month of DECEMBER 2020.

2020CW3056 Routt and Rio Blanco Counties IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION FOR WATER RIGHTS OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA IN ROUTT AND RIO BLANCO COUNTIES, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA’S 
APPLICATION FOR ABSOLUTE SURFACE AND STORAGE WATER RIGHTS. 1. Name, address, telephone number of applicant: United States of America, c/o U.S.D.A Forest Service, Regional Hydrologist, 1617 Cole Boulevard, Lakewood, Colorado 80401. 
2. Introduction: this Application seeks confirmation of storage and surface water rights within the Medicine Bow-Routt National Forest. 3. The beneficial uses claimed for the water rights below are stock watering and wildlife. 4. The priority date claimed for the water 
rights below is 2020.  The claimed appropriation dates are set forth below. STORAGE WATER RIGHTS. 5. Legal descriptions and data for each storage water right: All Legal descriptions refer to N.M.P.M. All UTM coordinates are in UTM, NAD83, Zone 13N. All 
amounts are ABSOLUTE. Maps showing the locations of the structures are attached hereto as Exhibit 1 (structures in Water District 44), Exhibit 2 (Water District 54), and Exhibit 3 (Water District 58). A. WATER DISTRICT 44. 1) Name: California Park Exclosure 
Pit. Legal description: 4510997N, 320422E; NE ¼ NE ¼ Sec. 22, T.9N R.87W, Routt County. Source: Tributary to Second Creek, tributary to First Creek, tributary to Elkhead Creek, tributary to Elkhead Reservoir, tributary to Yampa River. Date of initial appropriation: 
June 16, 1967. Date of first beneficial use: September 19, 1970. Means of initial appropriation: Decision document signed. Stock dam length, height: Length: 135 feet, Height: 6 feet. Surface area of high water line: 0.05 acres. Amount claimed: 0.05 acre-feet ABSOLUTE. 
2) Name: California Park Guard Station Pit #1. Legal description: 4515454N, 319066E; SW ¼ NW ¼ Sec. 3, T.9N R.87W, Routt County. Source: Tributary to Circle Creek, tributary to Elkhead Creek, tributary to Yampa River. Date of initial appropriation: August 12, 
1992. Date of first beneficial use: July 1, 1993. Means of initial appropriation: Decision document signed. Stock dam length, height: Length: 45 feet, Height: 20 feet. Surface area of high water line: 0.04 acres. Amount claimed: 0.09 acre-feet ABSOLUTE. 3) Name: 
Hole in the Wall Pit #5. Legal description: 4512747N, 316929E; NW ¼ NE ¼ Sec. 17 T.9N R.87W, Routt County. Source: Tributary to Hinman Creek, tributary to Elk River, tributary to Yampa River. Date of initial appropriation: August 12, 1992. Date of first bene-
ficial use: July 6, 1993. Means of initial appropriation: Decision document signed. Stock dam length, height: Length: 37 feet, Height: 6 feet. Surface area of high water line: 0.05 acres. Amount claimed: 0.23 acre-feet ABSOLUTE. 4) Name: Meaden Peak Reservoir #1. 
Legal description: 4517417N, 321383E, NE ¼ NW ¼ Sec. 35 T.10N R.87W, Routt County. Source: Tributary to Elkhead Creek, tributary to Yampa River. Date of initial appropriation: July 18, 1961. Date of first beneficial use: July 6, 1962. Means of initial appropri-
ation: Maintenance document signed. Stock dam length, height: Length: 30 feet, Height: 10 feet. Surface area of high water line: 0.07 acres. Amount claimed: 0.17 acre-feet ABSOLUTE. 5) Name: Meaden Peak Pit #2. Legal description: 4518440N, 321583E; SW ¼ 
NE ¼ Sec. 26 T.10N R.87W, Routt County. Source: Tributary to Elkhead Creek, tributary to Yampa River. Date of initial appropriation: September 12, 1990. Date of first beneficial use: July 6, 1991. Means of initial appropriation: Construction of development. Stock 
dam length, height: Length: 80 feet, Height: 28 feet. Surface area of high water line: 0.09 acres. Amount claimed: 0.23 acre-feet ABSOLUTE. 6) Name: Saddle Mountain Pit #1. Legal description: 4518334N, 320180E; NW ¼ SE ¼ Sec. 27 T.10N R.87W, Routt County. 
Source: Tributary to Elkhead Creek, tributary to Yampa River. Date of initial appropriation: December 31, 1989. Date of first beneficial use: July 1, 1990. Means of initial appropriation: Construction of development. Stock dam length, height: Length: 65 feet, Height: 
25 feet. Surface area of high water line: 0.03 acres. Amount claimed: 0.15 acre-feet ABSOLUTE. 7) Name: Saddle Mountain Pit #8. Legal description: 4517514N, 319514E; NE ¼ NW ¼ Sec. 34 T.10N R.87W, Routt County. Source: Tributary to Circle Creek, tributary 
to Elkhead Creek, tributary to Yampa River. Date of initial appropriation: December 31, 1991. Date of first beneficial use: July 1, 1992. Means of initial appropriation: Construction of development. Stock dam length, height: Length: 30 feet, Height: 4 feet. Surface area 
of high water line: 0.06 acres. Amount claimed: 0.09 acre-feet ABSOLUTE. 8) Name: Saddle Mountain Pit #11. Legal description: 4517695N, 319779E, NE ¼ NW ¼ Sec. 34 T.10N R.87W, Routt County. Source: Tributary to Circle Creek, tributary to Elkhead Creek, 
tributary to Yampa River. Date of initial appropriation: August 12, 1992. Date of first beneficial use: July 1, 1993. Means of initial appropriation: Decision document signed. Stock dam length, height: Length: 40 feet, Height: 6 feet. Surface area of high water line: 0.03 
acres. Amount claimed: 0.08 acre-feet. 9) Name: Saddle Mountain Pit #12. Legal description: 4516232N, 319065E; SW ¼ SW ¼ Sec. 34 T.10N R.87W, Routt County. Source: Tributary to Circle Creek, tributary to Elkhead Creek, tributary to Yampa River. Date of 
initial appropriation: December 31, 1990. Date of first beneficial use: July 1, 1991. Means of initial appropriation: Construction of development. Stock dam length, height: Length: 30 feet, Height: 3 feet. Surface area of high water line: 0.05 acres. Amount claimed: 0.05 
acre-feet ABSOLUTE. B. WATER DISTRICT 54. 10) Name: Crane Park Pit #1. Legal description: 4533249N, 336369E; NW ¼ NE ¼ Sec. 8 T.11N R.85W, Routt County. Source: Tributary to Middle Fork Little Snake River, tributary to Little Snake River, tributary 
to Yampa River. Date of initial appropriation: June 12, 1984. Date of first beneficial use: July 2, 1985. Means of initial appropriation: Decision document signed. Stock dam length, height: Length: 100 feet, Height: 5 feet. Surface area of high water line: 0.08 acres. 
Amount claimed: 0.32 acre-feet ABSOLUTE. 11) Name: Crawford Creek Pit #1. Legal description: 4525536N, 318113E; NW ¼ NW ¼ Sec. 4 T.10N R.87W, Routt County. Source: Tributary to Slater Creek, tributary to Little Snake River, tributary to Yampa River. 
Date of initial appropriation: September 30, 1979. Date of first beneficial use: July 1, 1980. Means of initial appropriation: Construction of development. Stock dam length, height: Length: 50 feet, Height: 2 feet. Surface area of high water line: 0.12 acres. Amount 
claimed: 0.12 acre-feet ABSOLUTE. 12) Name: Crawford Creek Pit #2. Legal description: 4525158N, 318081E; SW ¼ NW ¼ Sec. 4 T.10N R.87W, Routt County. Source: Tributary to Slater Creek, tributary to Little Snake River, tributary to Yampa River. Date of 
initial appropriation: September 30, 1979. Date of first beneficial use: July 1, 1980. Means of initial appropriation: Construction of development. Stock dam length, height: Length: 60 feet, Height: 15 feet. Surface area of high water line: 0.12 acres. Amount claimed: 
0.25 acre-feet ABSOLUTE. 13) Name: Crawford Creek Pit #3. Legal description: 4523967N, 317917E, NW ¼ NW ¼ Sec. 9 T.10N R.87W, Routt County. Source: Tributary to Slater Creek, tributary to Little Snake River, tributary to Yampa River. Date of initial 
appropriation: September 9, 1983. Date of first beneficial use: July 1, 1984. Means of initial appropriation: Construction of development. Stock dam length, height: Length: 60 feet, Height: 30 feet. Surface area of high water line: 0.04 acres. Amount claimed: 0.07 acre-
feet ABSOLUTE. 14) Name: Crawford Creek Pit #4. Legal description: 4523511N, 318829E; SE ¼ NE ¼ Sec. 9 T.10N R.87W, Routt County. Source: Tributary to Slater Creek, tributary to Little Snake River, tributary to Yampa River. Date of initial appropriation: 
September 8, 1983. Date of first beneficial use: July 1, 1984. Means of initial appropriation: Construction of development. Stock dam length, height: Length: 30 feet, Height: 3 feet. Surface area of high water line: 0.04 acres. Amount claimed: 0.08 acre-feet ABSOLUTE. 
15) Name: Crawford Creek Pit #5. Legal description: 4522365N, 318572E; NE ¼ NW ¼ Sec. 16 T.10N R.87W, Routt County. Source: Tributary to Adams Creek, tributary to Slater Creek, tributary to Little Snake River, tributary to Yampa River. Date of initial appro-
priation: June 16, 1987. Date of first beneficial use: September 7, 1988. Means of initial appropriation: Decision document signed. Stock dam length, height: Length: 0.7 feet, Height: 8 feet. Surface area of high water line: 0.02 acres. Amount claimed: 0.04 acre-feet 
ABSOLUTE. 16) Name: Crawford Creek Pit #6. Legal description: 4522486N, 317781E; NE ¼ NE ¼ Sec. 17 T.10N R.87W, Routt County. Source: Tributary to Crawford Creek, tributary to Slater Creek, tributary to Little Snake River, tributary to Yampa River. Date 
of initial appropriation: September 7, 1983. Date of first beneficial use: July 1, 1984. Means of initial appropriation: Construction of development. Stock dam length, height: Length: 45 feet, Height: 10 feet. Surface area of high water line: 0.02 acres. Amount claimed: 
0.02 acre-feet ABSOLUTE. 17) Name: Johnson Creek Pit #4. Legal description: 4530783N, 323999E; SW ¼ SW ¼ Sec. 18 T.11N R.86W, Routt County. Source: Tributary to Johnson Creek, tributary to South Fork Little Snake River, tributary to Little Snake River, 
tributary to Yampa River. Date of initial appropriation: September 30, 1991. Date of first beneficial use: July 1, 1992. Means of initial appropriation: Construction of development. Stock dam length, height: Length: 153 feet, Height: 26 feet. Surface area of high water 
line: 0.07 acres. Amount claimed: 0.30 acre-feet ABSOLUTE. 18) Name: King Solomon Pit #2. Legal description: 4532466N, 335481E; NW ¼ SW ¼ Sec. 8 T. 11N, R85 W, Routt County. Source: Tributary to King Solomon Creek, tributary to Middle Fork Little 
Snake River, tributary to Little Snake River, tributary to Yampa River. Date of initial appropriation: September 1, 1993. Date of first beneficial use: September 1, 1993. Means of initial appropriation: Construction of development. Stock dam length, height: Length: 95 
feet, Height: 16 feet. Surface area of high water line: 0.05 acres. Amount claimed: 0.15 acre-feet ABSOLUTE. 19) Name: Sawtooth Pit #3. Legal description: 4519848N, 310224E; SW¼ SW¼ Sec. 22 T.10N R.88W, Routt County. Source: Tributary to Sawtooth Creek, 
tributary to Slater Creek, tributary to Little Snake River, tributary to Yampa River. Date of initial appropriation: October 31, 1993. Date of first beneficial use: July 1, 1994. Means of initial appropriation: Construction of development. Stock dam length, height: Length: 
126 feet, Height: 10 feet. Surface area of high water line: 0.07 acres. Amount claimed: 0.05 acre-feet ABSOLUTE. 20) Name: Sawtooth Pit #4. Legal description: 4520027N, 309745E; NW¼ SW¼ Sec. 22 T.10N R.88W, Routt County. Source: Tributary to Sawtooth 
Creek, tributary to Slater Creek, tributary to Little Snake River, tributary to Yampa River. Date of initial appropriation: October 31, 1993. Date of first beneficial use: July 1, 1994. Means of initial appropriation: Construction of development. Stock dam length, height: 
Length: 85 feet, Height: 7 feet. Surface area of high water line: 0.08 acres. Amount claimed: 0.19 acre-feet ABSOLUTE. 21) Name: Sawtooth Pit #5. Legal description: 4520443N, 309428E; SE¼ NE¼ Sec. 21 T.10N R.88W, Routt County. Source: Tributary to Sawtooth 
Creek, tributary to Slater Creek, tributary to Little Snake River, tributary to Yampa River. Date of initial appropriation: October 31, 1993. Date of first beneficial use: July 1, 1994. Means of initial appropriation: Construction of development. Stock dam length, height: 
Length: 131 feet, Height: 5.5 feet. Surface area of high water line: 0.06 acres. Amount claimed: 0.09 acre-feet ABSOLUTE. 22) Name: Sawtooth Pit #7. Legal description: 4523440N, 307502E; NW¼ SE¼ Sec. 8 T.10N R.88W, Routt County. Source: Tributary to South 
Fork Slater Creek, tributary to Slater Creek, tributary to Little Snake River, tributary to Yampa River. Date of initial appropriation: September 13, 1993. Date of first beneficial use: July 1, 1994. Means of initial appropriation: Decision document signed. Stock dam 
length, height: Length: 90 feet, Height: 7 feet. Surface area of high water line: 0.04 acres. Amount claimed: 0.03 acre-feet ABSOLUTE. 23) Name: South Fork Snake Pit #1. Legal description: 4524396N, 320002E; SE ¼ SW ¼ Sec. 3 T.10N R.87W, Routt County. 
Source: Tributary to Slater Creek, tributary to Little Snake River, tributary to Yampa River. Date of initial appropriation: September 30, 1985. Date of first beneficial use: September 30, 1985. Means of initial appropriation: First documented field visit. Stock dam length, 
height: Length: 100 feet, Height: 20 feet. Surface area of high water line: 0.04 acres. Amount claimed: 0.04 acre-feet ABSOLUTE. 24) Name: Sugarloaf Grizzly Pit #1. Legal description: 4519264N, 311626E; NE¼ NW¼ Sec. 26 T.10N R.87W, Routt County. Source: 
Tributary to Grizzly Creek, tributary to Slater Creek, tributary to Little Snake River, tributary to Yampa River. Date of initial appropriation: September 12, 1983. Date of first beneficial use: July 1, 1984. Means of initial appropriation: Construction of development. Stock 
dam length, height: Length: 84 feet, Height: 5 feet. Surface area of high water line: 0.03 acres. Amount claimed: 0.08 acre-feet ABSOLUTE. 25) Name: Sugarloaf Grizzly Pit #2. Legal description: 4159553N, 311430E; SW¼ SW¼ Sec. 23 T.10N R.87W, Routt County. 
Source: Tributary to Grizzly Creek, tributary to Slater Creek, tributary to Little Snake River, tributary to Yampa River. Date of initial appropriation: September 12, 1983. Date of first beneficial use: July 1, 1984. Means of initial appropriation: Construction of develop-
ment. Stock dam length, height: Length: 90 feet, Height: 13 feet. Surface area of high water line: 0.04 acres. Amount claimed: 0.06 acre-feet ABSOLUTE. 26) Name: Wildlife Pit #2. Legal description: 4528850N, 336388E; SW ¼ SE ¼ Sec. 20 T.11N R.85W, Routt 
County. Source: Tributary to Independence Creek, tributary to King Solomon Creek, tributary to Middle Fork Little Snake River, tributary to Little Snake River, tributary to Yampa River. Date of initial appropriation: June 12, 1984. Date of first beneficial use: July 1, 
1985. Means of initial appropriation: Decision document signed and construction of development. Stock dam length, height: Length: 60 feet, Height: 4 feet. Surface area of high water line: 0.04 acres. Amount claimed: 0.04 acre-feet ABSOLUTE. 27) Name: Wildlife 
Pit #3. Legal description: 4526174N, 342521E, SW ¼ NE ¼ Sec.36 T.11N R.85W, Routt County. Source: Tributary to Silver City Creek, tributary to Middle Fork Little Snake River, tributary to Little Snake River, tributary to Yampa River. Date of initial appropriation: 
October 14, 1999. Date of first beneficial use: October 14, 1999. Means of initial appropriation: Aerial imagery of documented use. Stock dam length, height: Length: 40 feet, Height: 4 feet. Surface area of high water line: 0.02 acres. Amount claimed: 0.02 acre-feet 
ABSOLUTE. C. WATER DISTRICT 58: 28) Name: Bee Stockpit. Legal description: 4453633N, 326175E; NW ¼ SE ¼ Sec. 21 T.3 N, R86 W, Rio Blanco County. Source: Tributary to Oak Creek, tributary to Yampa River. Date of initial appropriation: March 19, 
1975. Date of first beneficial use: July 6, 1975. Means of initial appropriation: Decision document signed. Stock dam length, height: Length: 20 feet, Height: 12.5 feet. Surface area of high water line: 0.05 acres. Amount claimed: 0.16 acre-feet ABSOLUTE. 29) Name: 
Broken Dam Stockpit. Legal description: 4450283N, 323710E; SE ¼ SW ¼ Sec.32 T.3N R.86W, Rio Blanco County. Source: Tributary to South Spronks Creek, tributary to Spronks Creek, tributary to North Hunt Creek, tributary to Hunt Creek, tributary to Yampa 
River. Date of initial appropriation: October 5, 1999. Date of first beneficial use: October 5, 1999. Means of initial appropriation: Aerial imagery of documented use. Stock dam length, height: Length: 100 feet, Height: 12 feet. Surface area of high water line: 0.03 acres. 
Amount claimed: 0.03 acre-feet ABSOLUTE. 30) Name: Coal Creek Stockpit. Legal description 4436948N, 326321E; SW¼ SW¼ Sec. 10 T.1N R.86W, Routt County. Source: Tributary to Coal Creek, tributary to Bear River, tributary to Yampa River. Date of initial 
appropriation: August 28, 1990. Date of first beneficial use: August 28, 1990. Means of initial appropriation: Aerial imagery of documented use. Stock dam length, height: Length: 100 feet, Height: 6 feet. Surface area of high water line: 0.37 acres. Amount claimed: 1.5 
acre-feet ABSOLUTE. 31) Name: Egeria Stockpit #4. Legal description: 4434063N, 327583E; SE ¼ NE ¼ Sec. 22 T.1N, R.86 W, Routt County. Source: Tributary to Gardner Creek, tributary to Bear River, tributary to Yampa River. Date of initial appropriation: August 
14, 1987. Date of first beneficial use: July 16, 1988. Means of initial appropriation: Decision document signed. Stock dam length, height: Length: 60 feet, Height: 4 feet. Surface area of high water line: 0.02 acres. Amount claimed: 0.02 acre-feet ABSOLUTE. 32) Name: 
Fenceline Stockpit. Legal description: 4453939N, 325531E; NE ¼ SW ¼ Sec. 21 T.3N, R.86 W, Rio Blanco County. Source: Tributary to Oak Creek, tributary to Yampa River. Date of initial appropriation: March 19, 1975. Date of first beneficial use: July 6, 1975. 
Means of initial appropriation: Decision document signed. Stock dam length, height: Length: 15 feet, Height: 5 feet. Surface area of high water line: 0.03 acres. Amount claimed: 0.12 acre-feet ABSOLUTE. 33) Name: Morrison Stock Pit #2. Legal description: 4444342N, 
354701E; SE ¼ SW ¼ Sec.16 T.2N R.83W, Routt County. Source: Tributary to Morrison Creek, tributary to Yampa River. Date of initial appropriation: May 1, 1991. Date of first beneficial use: July 6, 1992. Means of initial appropriation: Decision document signed. 
Stock dam length, height: Length: 20 feet, Height: 4 feet. Surface area of high water line: 0.02 acres. Amount claimed: 0.01 acre-feet ABSOLUTE. 34) Name: Oak Creek Stockpit. Legal description: 4454061N, 327361E; SE¼ NW¼ Sec. 22 T.3N R.86W, Routt County. 
Source: Tributary to Oak Creek, tributary to Yampa River. Date of initial appropriation: September 7, 1999. Date of first beneficial use: September 7, 1999. Means of initial appropriation: Aerial imagery of documented use. Stock dam length, height: Length: 52 feet, 
Height: 6 feet. Surface area of high water line: 0.01 acres. Amount claimed: 0.02 acre-feet ABSOLUTE. 35) Name: South Hunt Stockpit. Legal description: 4446444N, 326799E; SW¼ SW¼ Sec. 15 T.2N R.86W, Routt County. Source: Tributary to Mill Creek Ditch 
(Yankee Creek), tributary to Bull Creek, tributary to South Hunt Creek, tributary to Yampa River. Date of initial appropriation: July 15, 2009. Date of first beneficial use: July 15, 2009. Means of initial appropriation: Date of first documented field visit. Stock dam length, 
height: Length: 30 feet, Height: 20 feet. Surface area of high water line: 0.01 acres. Amount claimed: 0.01 acre-feet ABSOLUTE. 36) Name: Trout Creek Stockpit. Legal description: 4453401N, 324533E; SE ¼ SE ¼ Sec. 20 T.3N R.86W, Routt County. Source: Tributary 
to Oak Creek, tributary to Yampa River. Date of initial appropriation: March 19, 1975. Date of first beneficial use: July 6, 1976. Means of initial appropriation: Decision document signed. Stock dam length, height: Length: 52 feet, Height: 3 feet. Surface area of high 
water line: 0.08 acres. Amount claimed: 0.11 acre-feet ABSOLUTE. SURFACE WATER RIGHTS. 6. Legal descriptions and data for each surface water right: All Legal descriptions refer to N.M.P.M. All UTM coordinates are in UTM, NAD83, Zone 13N. All amounts 
are ABSOLUTE. The locations of these structures are depicted in Exhibits 1 and 3. 7. A. WATER DISTRICT 44. 37) Name: Wet Park Spring #4. Legal description: 4446902N, 293883E; NW ¼ NE ¼ Sec. 18 T.2N R.89W, NMPM, Rio Blanco County. Source: Tributary 
to South Fork Williams Fork, tributary to Williams Fork, tributary to Yampa River. Date of initial appropriation: December 31, 1983. Date of first beneficial use: July 1, 1984. Means of initial appropriation: Management plan signed. Amount claimed: 0.01 cfs ABSOLUTE. 
B. WATER DISTRICT 58. 38) Name: Crystal Spring. Legal description: 4511386N, 343817E, NW ¼ SE ¼ Sec.18 T.9N R.84W, Routt County. Source: Tributary to Elk River, tributary to Yampa River. Date of first beneficial use and initial appropriation: September 
10, 2000. Means of initial appropriation: First documented field visit. Amount claimed: 0.01 cfs ABSOLUTE. 39) Name: Long Draw Spring Development. Legal description: 4505299N, 341146E; SW ¼ NW ¼ Sec. 1 T.8N R.85W, Routt County. Source: Tributary to 
Greenville Creek, tributary to Elk River, tributary to Yampa River. Date of initial appropriation: May 2, 1979. Date of first beneficial use: July 16, 1979. Means of initial appropriation: Decision document signed. Amount claimed: 0.01 cfs ABSOLUTE. 8. Name(s) and 
address(es) of owner(s) or reputed owner(s) of the land upon which any new diversion or storage structure, or modification to any existing diversion or storage structure is or will be constructed or upon which water is or will be stored, including any modification to the 
existing storage pool: United States of America. 9. Remarks. The Applicant shall install and maintain such measuring devices and keep such records as the Division Engineer for Water Division 6 may require for administration of the above water rights.

20CW3057 RIO BLANCO COUNTY, BLACK ELK RANCH, LLC, c/o Jonathan C. Swain, 36266 296th Ave, Bellevue, IA 52031. (Please address all correspondence and inquiries regarding this matter to: Curran A. Trick, Keller Law, LLC, P.O. Box 
771222, Steamboat Springs, CO 80477, ctrick@kellerlawllc.com, 877-529-2125). APPLICATION FOR CONDITIONAL WATER RIGHTS in RIO BLANCO COUNTY. 1. Name, mailing address, email address, and telephone number of Applicant: BLACK ELK 
RANCH, LLC, c/o Jonathan C. Swain, 36266 296th Ave, Bellevue, IA 52031. 563-580-7467. Jonathan@classicrewind.com. 2. Overview of Application: Applicant seeks conditional fill and storage water rights for four off-channel ponds located in Rio Blanco 
County, Colorado.  The Ponds will be filled by a feeder ditch known as the Black Elk Feeder Ditch, which will be sourced from a point of diversion on an unnamed tributary to Morapos Creek, a tributary to the Williams Fork River. 3. Name of Ponds: Black Elk 
Pond 1; Black Elk Pond 2; Black Elk Pond 3; Black Elk Pond 4 (“Black Elk Ponds”). 4. Structure Location information (UTM Format):  The Black Elk Ponds will be located in the SW/4 of Section 25, Township 3 North, Range 91 West, 6th P.M., Rio Blanco 
County, Colorado; and are more specifically located as listed in the below table, and as depicted on the attached Exhibit A:

Note: UTMs from GIS based on a GPS site survey location +/- 15 feet.  See Map Attached as Exhibit A. 5. Source: Unnamed tributary to Morapos Creek, Tributary to the Williams 
Fork River, Tributary to the Yampa River. 6. Point of Diversion: 6.1. Black Elk Feeder Ditch: The Black Elk Ponds will be filled from the Black Elk Feeder Ditch point of diversion, 
located in the SW/4 of the SE/4 of Section 25, Township 3 North, Range 91 West, 6th P.M., Rio Blanco County, Colorado; at a location more particularly described as follows:

7. Date of Initiation of Appropriation:  September 3, 2020. 8. How Appropriation Was Initiated: By forming intent to appropriate and by commencement of engineering work for the Black Elk Ponds consisting of siting, surveying, and designing the proposed Black 
Elk Ponds. 9. Proposed Uses:  Stock water, recreation, piscatorial, and fish and wildlife habitat. 10. Amounts Claimed (Conditional): 10.1. Black Elk Feeder Ditch Fill Right:  2.0 cubic feet per second (CFS), Conditional. 10.2. Total Claimed Storage Capacity 
of Black Elk Ponds in Acre-Feet (Conditional):

10.3. Refill Claim (Conditional): Applicant claims an initial refill right up to the amounts equaling the claimed initial storage amounts in acre-feet for the Black Elk Ponds, for all decreed uses and for the purposes of replenishing flows and for replacement of 
evaporation and/or seepage, at a flow rate not to exceed 2.0 cubic feet per second. 11. Surface Area of high-water Line:

11. Surface Area of high-water Line:  

12. Names and addresses of owner(s) or reputed owners of the land upon which any new or existing diversion or storage structure is or will be constructed, or upon which water is or will be stored:  The Applicant is the owner of the land upon which all structures 
will be located and upon which the water will be stored. WHEREFORE, Applicant respectfully requests that the Court enter a decree granting the requested appropriation for conditional water rights as described in this Application. (4 pgs, 1 map exhibit).

The water right claimed by this application may affect in priority any water right claimed or heretofore adjudicated within this division and owners of affected rights must appear to object and protest within the time provided by statute, or be 
forever barred.

You are hereby notified that you will have until the last day of February 2021 to file with the Water Court a Verified Statement of Opposition, setting forth facts as to why a certain Application should not be granted or why it should be granted only in part or 
on certain conditions.  A copy of such Statement of Opposition must be served on the Applicant or the Applicant’s Attorney, with an affidavit or certificate of such service being filed with the Water Court, as prescribed by Rule 5, C.R.C.P.  The filing fee for the 
Statement of Opposition is $192.00, and should be sent to the Clerk of the Water Court, Division 6, 1955 Shield Dr. Unit 200, Steamboat Springs, CO  80487.

                     
        MARY ANN NINGER  
        CLERK OF COURT   
        ROUTT COUNTY COMBINED COURT
        WATER DIVISION 6
        /s/ Julie A. Edwards             
        Deputy Court Clerk

Published January 14, 2021 in the Rio Blanco Herald Times 
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BUSINESS  SERVICE

Casey Tech Services, LLC
For ALL

your local computer 
support needs!

MARTY CASEY
970.878.4650

support@caseytechservices.com

• Computer Diagnostics & Repair

• Virus & Spyware Clean-up &
Removal

• Audio/Visual Cabling & Consulting

• Residential & Business
Networking Solutions

Family Automotive

It’s not rocket science.

262 6th Street | PO Box 476 | Meeker, CO 81641

970-878-5606
Complete Automotive Repairs

Computer Diagnostics | Machining | Fabricating | Welding

Phil Mass
Mike Mohr

The Blind Guy Shades, LLC
Bringing Shade to Your Life

Regas K Halandras
Owner

PO Box 677
Meeker, CO 81641

970-629-9714
BlindGuyShades@gmail.com
www.skandiawf.com

-Custom Window Coverings
-Add Beauty to Any Window
-Increased Energy Effi ciency
-Shades, Shutters, Blinds
-Horizontal, Vertical, Black-Out
-Wood & Fabric
-Made in the USA

Kent Trunck | 720.276.3293 | catrimcon@gmail.com

Home Repairs
Renovations

Carpentry, Cabinets, 
Tile & More

Windows
Doors

Call 970-878-4017 or email ads@ht1885.com for more info.

Auto Glass Auto Body
Chip Repair Spray-In Bedliners

43904 highway 13
(located behind
Samuelson Hardware)

970-878-0000

Farm Bureau Insurance

James A. Amick
Agent
James.Amick@cfbmic.com

733 Main St.• PO Box 659• Meeker
Office: 970-878-3664  Fax: 970-878-3415  Cell: 970-942-8524

970-629-3605 • 970-439-5025
303 W. Main St., Rangely

BRENTON SERVICE COMPANY
Electrical • Refrigeration • Heating

Cooling • HVAC • Appliance Repair

Commercial • Residential • Industrial
24 HOUR SERVICE

Stewart Welding
98 County Road 46

• Trailer Axles & Accessories •
24 - Hour Service on Welding & Machine Work

Reflex Spray On Bedliner Dealer

Certified Oilfield Welders
Ed Stewart: 675-2063
SHOP PHONE: 675-8720

Our readers are
 your customers!

Advertise here for just $15/week!

ads@ht1885.com | 970.878.4017

WWW.CIMARRONTELECOMMUNICATIONS.COM

345 7th Street
Meeker, CO 81641

970-878-4421

YOUR LOCALLY OWNED
HIGH SPEED INTERNET SERVICE PROVIDER

Critters R Us Pest Control
Personal/Livestock & Property Protection | Wildlife Enhancement & Animal Exlusion Systems

BUGS, BED BUGS, 
FLIES, SPIDERS &

CRITTERS

Mice, bats, birds, beavers, 
squirrels, skunks, raccoons, 

voles, snakes & more!

Serving 
North West, Western, 

Central Colorado, 
Southwest Wyoming 

& More

970-824-5505
Cell 970-620-1454

Solutions to Your 
Pest & Nuisance 
Wildlife Problems

Member Colorado Wildlife 
Control Operators Association

Insured, Licensed by the 
Colorado Department of 

Agriculture #14056

KEVIN AMACK, AGENT
Rangely l Meeker

675-5455 878-4036

RIO BLANCO COUNTY

ELECTRICAL WORK
OF ALL KINDS

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

739 East Main Street, Rangely • 563 Market Street, Meeker

675-8368 • Alan Ducey • 878-4144
24-HOUR SERVICE

DUCEY’S
ELECTRIC

RANGELY

MEEKER

The HT is now offering:
Graphic design, Print and Digital Campaigns, Ad Design, Social Media 
Management, SEO, Branding, Brand Strategy, Logos, Video, Signage, 
Banners, Posters, Business Cards, Booklets, Brochures, and more! 
Select any option you need or choose a package!

Call or email to set up a  FREE consultation! 
ads@ht1885.com or 970.878.4017

ADD YOUR LISTING FOR $15/WEEK. FREE COLOR AND AD DESIGN INCLUDED!

FIREWOOD

635 E. Market St., Meeker

● $165.00 per cord or $1.30/cf ●
● Assorted hardwoods ●

● U Select, Load & Haul ●

HOURS: 
Sat. 

9a-12p

Let people know what 
you have to offer.

Advertise here for just $15/week!

ads@ht1885.com | 970.878.4017

Your Locally-owned Internet Service Provider
Meeker & Rangely • (970)878-4421

Our readers are 
your customers!

Advertise here for just $15/week!
ads@ht1885.com | 970.878.4017
PO BOX 720, MEEKER, CO 81641

Targeted advertising for your 
target market.

Advertise here for just $15/week!
ads@ht1885.com | 970.878.4017
PO BOX 720, MEEKER, CO 81641

Diversify your marketing diet.

ads@ht1885.com | 970.878.4017
PO BOX 720, MEEKER, CO 81641

970.878.4017 | ADS@HT1885.COM
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Graphic design, Print and Digital Campaigns, Ad Design, Social Media 
Management, SEO, Branding, Brand Strategy, Logos, Video, Signage, 
Banners, Posters, Business Cards, Booklets, Brochures, and more! 
Select any option you need or choose a package!

Call or email to set up a  FREE consultation! 
ads@ht1885.com or 970.878.4017

ADD YOUR LISTING FOR $15/WEEK. FREE COLOR AND AD DESIGN INCLUDED!

FIREWOOD

635 E. Market St., Meeker

● $165.00 per cord or $1.30/cf ●
● Assorted hardwoods ●

● U Select, Load & Haul ●

HOURS: 
Sat. 

9a-12p

Let people know what 
you have to offer.

Advertise here for just $15/week!

ads@ht1885.com | 970.878.4017

Only 43% of people trust digital ads.

82%  trust print.
Make the power of print work for you 

with your community newspaper.

Email ads@ht1885.com or 
call 970-878-4017 to get started.

Colorado Statewide 
Classified Advertising 
Network

Colorado Press Network 

Buy a 25-word statewide classified line ad in newspapers across the state of 
Colorado for just $300 per week.  Ask about our frequency discounts! 

Contact this newspaper, call Colorado Press Network, 
720-274-7174 or email: rtoledo@colopress.net

PIONEERS MEDICAL 
CENTER

With the growth of  Pioneers Medical Center & Colorado 
Advanced Orthopedics Sports Medicine & Spine, we are 

excited to fill the following positions:

FULL TIME (Eligible for Benefits)
• Patient Care Tech
• Development Coordinator
• Registered Nurse Acute Care/ED
• Certified Nurse Aide - Home Health
• Home Health Care Services Director
• Meals on Wheels Volunteers
• Medical Laboratory Technician
• Pharmacy Technician
• Central Sterile Processing Tech
• Registered Nurse - Surgical Unit

To see full list of  open positions, see our website or 
scan the code below.

Complete an application online by scanning the 
code above or by navigating to

www.pioneershospital.org

CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED

bit off a little more than you can chew?

chance of all trades
maintenance, repairs, RENOVATIONS and PRETTY MUCH ANYTHING ELSE 

YOU CAN THINK OF. HOME OR BUSINESS. TALK OR TEXT. 970.220.2228

WRECKED IT?
I ' LL FIX IT !

970-878-4017
ht1885.com

Let's talk 
about logical 
fallacies–gaps 
in logic that 
invalidate an 
argument or 
opinion.

#4 Black 
or white 
thinking
When the 
debater 
presents two 
alternatives 
as the only 
possibilities, 
when in 
reality many 
possibilities 
exist.

Happy 
fallacy-
finding!

Rio Blanco Care Coordinator 
The Health Partnership is known and 
respected throughout Northwest Colorado 
for compassionately connecting people to 
health and well-being resources, through 
collaboration with community partners. We 
are looking for individuals that share this 
vision for our communities. If you have 
the passion to help people live longer, 
healthier lives visit our website, https://
thehealthpartnership.org/employment/ for 
details! This is a full-time position with great 
benefits including health, dental, paid time 
off, 401k and disability insurance. The Health 
Partnership is an EOE.

HELP WANTED
Tech-savvy book reader to work with 

all ages 24-hours per week. Able 
to listen, to lead crafts for kids, and 
to recommend books for all ages. 
Bi-lingual a plus. Apply in person. 

Meeker Regional Library.

FREEDOM OF 
SPEECH. 

FREEDOM OF 
RELIGION.

 FREEDOM OF THE 
PRESS. 

FREEDOM TO 
ASSEMBLE. 

FREEDOM TO 
PETITION.

1/3 of Americans cannot name any of the freedoms 
protected by the First Amendment.

Don't be one of them.

www.pioneershospital.org
www.rbc.us
http://www.newshowerdeal.com/rbht
http://www.theheraldtimes.com/subscribe
https://thehealthpartnership.org/employment/
https://thehealthpartnership.org/employment/
http://www.theheraldtimes.com


RIO BLANCO HERALD TIMES
Thursday, January 14, 20218B u NEWS

Editorial Deadline*: Mondays, 5 p.m. editor@ht1885.com

Display Advertising Deadline: Mondays, 5 p.m. ads@ht1885.com

Classified/Legal Deadline: Tuesdays, 3 p.m.ads@ht1885.com
* This might come as a surprise, but we are not all-knowing, nor are we mind readers. If you think something deserves news coverage, you've gotta tell us about it! 

You can send story ideas and news tips** to editor@ht1885.com, call 970.878.4017 or message us on Facebook or Instagram.
**The Reporter's Shield Law gives journalists the right to protect the identity of any source who would like to remain anonymous.

RIO BLANCO HERALD TIMES | 970-878-4017 | 304 4th Street, Meeker, CO 81641

SILVER SAGE RV PARK RV 
314 E. Main Street. 
RV Spaces for rent. 

Managers: Dan & Debbie Shadlow 
(970)675-2259 or cell: (253)222-3261 or 

(253)222-3469

Rangely Duplex for Rent 1 or 2 bedroom 
duplex -Newly remodeled & landscaped. 
Please contact Rodney 970-462-6538 or Sandy 
970-462-6459.

SPACIOUS 2BD/1BA apartments available 
immediately. Owner pays trash, sewer, water 
and heating. Coin operated laundry on-site. 
$550/$600 monthly. 970-756-4895.

Commercial office space available in Hugus 
Building, downtown Meeker. 878-4138.

STORAGE DEPOT 10x25 unit. 878-4808.

AVAILABLE NOW: Beautiful retail space 
downtown at 6th and Main in the historic 
Hugus Building. Call 970-878-4138 for details.

Storage units for rent in Meeker. 
Rocky Mountain Storage 

1251 Market St. 
10x10 $50 per mo
5x10 $40 per mo

970-878-3700

ASK ABOUT OUR CNC MACHINING Can’t 
get a metal part? We can make all kinds of 
parts. We have CNC Machine equipment, 
lathe and tooling to do the job. Contact 
Phil at Family Automotive and Machine. 
(970)878-5606. 

MISCELLANEOUS

RENTALS: RANGELY

RENTALS: MEEKER RENTALS: MEEKER
CLEAN REMODELED 2BD apartments, in-
house laundry, storage units available, close 
to shopping and the downtown area & more. 
$625 per month. Western Exposures Realty 
LLC (970) 321-2777.

HHHHH
Western Slope In-Home Care 

www.westernslopehomecare.com
970-878-7008

ELDER CARE SERVICES

ANNOUNCEMENTS ANNOUNCEMENTS
SAFEHOUSE 

If you are being abused physically or 
mentally, you can call SAFEHOUSE for 

confidential shelter and help.
878-3131

Veterans Service Offices Rio Blanco County: 
Veterans Service Officer - Joe Dungan, 
Wednesday, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m., County 
Administration Building, 200 Main Street Suite 
300, Meeker. 878-9690 office, 878-3219 home. 
Fax 878-9581. Rangely: Veterans Service 
Officer - Hoot Gibson, Tuesday and Thursday, 1 
p.m. to 3 p.m., County Annex, 17497 State Hwy 
64, Rangely. 878-9695 office, 675-2669 home. 

New Eden Pregnancy Care Services - 
pregnancy tests, emergency supplies, 
guidance by trained volunteers, classes on 
pregnancy and child care, post-abortion 
support, referrals.
Meeker: Thursdays, Noon to 5 p.m., 345 Main 
Street, Meeker. Email: newedenpcs@gmail.
com or (970)878-5117 
Rangely: Mondays, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
Thursdays, 1 p.m. to 7 p.m., 219 Sunset 
Avenue Rangely. Email: newedenrangely@
gmail.com or (970) 675-2300. All services 
are confidential. 

AA & Al-Anon Meetings - Rangely Alcoholics 
Anonymous - Open meetings Tues & Thurs, 7 
p.m., 115 Kennedy Dr., St. Timothy’s Episcopal 
Church, Rangely. 
Al-Anon meets Monday, 8:15 p.m., 207 S. 
Sunset, 1st Baptist Church, Rangely. Al-Anon 
info call 970-629-5064 or 970-629-2970. 
Women’s NA/AA meetings, Monday 1:30 p.m., 
St. Timothy’s. 

RIO BLANCO Masonic Lodge #80 meets 
2nd and 4th Thursday, 7:00 p.m., at 7th and 
Park, Meeker. 

RBC | Attention Rio Blanco County Veterans: 
Veterans may be eligible for mileage 
reimbursement for travel costs to receive VA 
medical care. If you do not currently receive 
VA travel compensation please contact the 
Rio Blanco County Veterans Service offices. 
Rangely: John ‘Hoot’ Gibson, 970-878-9695. 
Meeker: Joe Bob Dungan, 970-878-9690. Travel 
compensation is made possible through the 
Veterans Trust Fund Grant and VFW Post 5843.

Rangely Victim Services: An open door 
for the protection and care of abused and 
battered persons. Non-emergency call 
629-9691. Emergencies call 911. Providing 
assistance for victims of violent crimes.

Nice quiet out of town two bedroom two bath 
house for rent. 970-878-4320.

A lie can 
travel halfway 
around the 
world while 
the truth is 
putting on its 
shoes.

~ Jonathan Swift

REAL ESTATE CORNERREAL ESTATE CORNER

RESIDENTIAL
NEW! 760 2nd St. – New updates. This 3 
bedroom 2 bathroom home is situated in 
a great area of town and move-in ready. 
Recently updated with new paint, new car-
pets, stainless steel range, fridge & dishwash-
er, butcher block countertops and much more.  
Large family room on the lower level and the 
main level living room has a rock fireplace. 
Beautiful views and large heated garage. 
$242,500.
RANCHES
NEW! Ranch with lots of irrigation water, 
meadows, gravel, pond and White River 
frontage west of Meeker. $900,000. Call for 
details!
NEW! 10,225 steel shop building with 14’ 
OH Doors on 25.185 acres west of Meeker.
Could be a part of great shop house. Has well 
water. $600,000. Call for details!
1001 County Rd. 36, Meeker - 145± acre 
ranch with 4 BD/3BA home, metal insulated 

shop, insulated barn and pipe corrals. Mostly 
irrigated with water and spring rights and 
creek. Only 3 miles from town. $1,100,000.
VACANT LAND
Vacant lot – 1176 Main St. Reduced to 
$19,500 PENDING
NEW Lot 8 – 1176 Main St., $27,500 
PENDING
5 acres vacant land in Cross L Estates – 
Realtor Owned, Owner Financing. $56,000.
Sanderson Hills Lots – Great building sites! 
REDUCED! $28,000/ea.
COMMERCIAL
NEW-White River Condominiums on 680 
Water St. 19 Units for sale with adjoining 
common area, park with access to the White 
River.  Call for detail!
975 Market St. – Commercial Property 
located on prime corner location on Highway 
13. $200,000. SALE PENDING!

All advertising is subject to errors, omissions, or changes without notice.

 

ONEA MILLER ~ Broker 
oneamiller@gmail.com

970-321-2777

2777 County Rd. 7 Meeker, CO
www.westernexposures.com
970.878.5877

All advertising is subject to errors, omissions 
or changes without notice.

Ma Famiglia Italian Restaurant, 410 Market St.
Business & Real Estate. Turnkey & Profitable. $695,000!✴ ✴

 Happy New Year! Cheers to new beginnings 
and fresh starts. The best is yet to come!

brooksrealtymeeker.com
(970)878-5858 or (970)756-8870 cell

◆ 1298 Cleveland St. — 4 BD, 2 BA home. $317,500. SALE PENDING!
◆ 485 First St. — GREAT location! 3 BDR, 1 1/2 BA. $252,000. SOLD! 

2.5 lots (18,750 Sf)  2 BD, one full bathroom, Older 
home w/ many electrical & plumbing upgrades. One 

car att. garage

$115,000

NEW! 50 E. Garfield St.

Celebrating 20 Years ~ Same office, Same Location!

Meeker, Colorado
970-878-4715

stevewix@backcountryrealty.com
www.backcountryrealty.com

Member of Craig Board of Realtors & Aspen, Glenwood Springs, Rifle and Craig MLS. 
Providing International Exposure of Our Listings Since 1997!

Assisting real estate buyers and sellers in the northwest Colorado area.

Sellers – Interview me before listing your property. I can 
make your selling experience pleasant.

Buyers – I can help you buy any property for sale in 
Colorado, at no charge to you.

Call Steve Wix – 3rd generation Meeker Native, serving buyers & 
sellers in the Meeker area since 1980.  Cell 970-629-9990.

Experience And Expertise Make All The Difference.

To advertise your listings, email ads@ht1885.com or call 970-878-4017.

Bear Mountain Inn-Income producing Bed&Breakfast w/Apartment Unit+Beautiful Yard......$595,000
73209 Hwy 64 - 11.02 ac w/updated 5BD|2BA|2,032 SF home, good well, heated shop+views.$385,000
NEW 1022 Julie Cir-3BD|2BA|1,984 SF home w/single car garage, workshop, & Lg.back yard.$256,000
1947 CR 12 - 3BD|1BA Log cabin with vaulted ceiling and fishing access on the White River....$250,000
1959 CR 12 - 3BD|1BA Log cabin offering a rustic charm, fishing, BLM+Forest access nearby..$250,000
NEW 880 Main St - Newly updated 4BD|2BA|2,030 SF home, Lg. lot and guest/rental cabin..$220,000
1042 Park Ave - Classic 2 story 3BD|1BA|2,340 SF home w/ rustic barn, 3 Lg. lots+fruit trees...$195,000
410 Cleveland St...........................................................................................................................................SALE PENDING
763 12th St............................................................................................................................................................................SOLD
1409 Silver Sage Rd..........................................................................................................................................................SOLD

 

F O R  S A L E  I N  M E E K E R

F O R  S A L E  I N  R A N G E L Y

Visit us or Call for Additional Details

Your Trusted Source for Anything and Everything Real Estate

Alpine West Properties

Alex Plumb - Owner/Broker

970-420-8076

sold@alexplumb.realtor

Mallari Arnold - Associate Broker

970-420-0585

mallari.alpinewest@gmail.com

1042 Park A%e 1959  CR 12

Bear Mountain Inn880 Main St 1022 Julie Circle

LLC

1947 CR 12

NEW

39.34 Acres3 Hwy 64

NEW

CABIN #3 

NEW TBD Hwy 64 - Residential parcel near Rangely/Dinosaur.
Easy access to Hwy 40 & 4x4 trails. This property is located in the
heart of outdoor recreation w/ access to public lands.............$37,500
1511 La Mesa Cir............................................................................................SOLD
2534 E. Main St.............................................................................................SOLD

DREAM YARD

CABIN #2

3 LOTS, L���� SHOP

HOMES ARE S�I�� SE��IN�

& WE HAVE BUYERS THAT WANT TO BUY!
It's not too late to sell! Please Call or Text Us. 

We are Happy to Help!

NEW

673± acres on the White River with residence at 1157 Rd. 57 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,290,000
Remodeled 21 room motel, bar/restaurant, office at 723 Market St. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $975,000
640 acres, hunting, grazing & recreation w/ home. 1986 Rd. 41 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $799,000
Prime location, retail business & spacious residence at 223 8th Street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . PENDING
Building pad on 29+ acres w/ fishing access, 30 miles east of Meeker . . . . . . . . . . . . . $299,000
7.46 acres w/ great highway visibility at HWY 13 & Road 8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $245,000
Bustling location, vacant corner lot at 109 Market Street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $175,000
Build your new business on the corner of Market & 11th Street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .SOLD
View of the Flat Tops from this 1/2 acre lot on Silver Sage Rd. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $50,000
Eighteen 2-5 acre lots in Ridge Estates, next to golf course . . . . . . . Prices $45,000 - $160,000
Valley views & southern exposure, 14,740 sq. ft. vacant lot on Andrea Cir. . . . . . . . . . . . .$29,000Streamline-Realty.com · YourMeekerExpert@gmail.com

970.878.7700 ∙ 970.623.2900
600 Main Street · Meeker, CO

FIND
YOUR DREAM 
HOME HERE!
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