
Special to the Herald Times

MEEKER I Some photos speak more than words. Such is the case with this one that 
came across our desk last week.  Most handlers that compete at the Meeker Classic
know these two. Pat and Ila Sturgeon have provided the practice field for the 
Meeker Classic since 2006. On their ranch west of town in Powell Park, Pat and 
Ila set up a practice course for handlers to work their dogs on while in Meeker. 
Scheduling times for practice is a ritual that many handlers look forward to each 
year. Not only do they get to work their dogs, but they get the opportunity to 
visit with Pat and Ila. It’s a hard call on what holds the greater attraction — the 
visits or the work! Needless to say, these handlers that come to Meeker have 
found friendship and wisdom in their time spent on the practice field down in 
Powell Park. 

Pat and Ila’s story is a heartwarming affirmation on the value of a true part-
nership and love. Introduced by mutual friend Spud Proctor, they first met 63 
years ago. Pat Sturgeon was 19 then — a young man working on his family’s 
sheep ranch at Axial Basin and Wilson Creek about 20 miles northeast 
of Meeker and Ila Chamberlain was from Rifle and a schoolgirl 
of 15 years — she was young, but obviously knew her mind. 
Recognizing each other from trips to the Rifle Sale 
Barn, their first date was a movie 
in Glenwood Springs. A year 
later, on Aug. 11, 1960, they 
were married. Both were 
underage (Pat then 20 
and Ila 16) they eloped 
to Grand Junction, 
Colorado, and came back 
to work and live on Pat’s 
family’s ranch.

On the ranch, the sheep 
trailed to the Red Desert in 
Wyoming from Meeker in 
the fall and it was there that Ila 
set up housekeeping in a sheep 
camp as a newlywed. Spending the 
winters in Wyoming and trailing back to 
Colorado for spring and summer, the migratory 

life of western sheep ranching became Pat and Ila’s life. When children came, Ila had to stay 
a bit closer to home — yet the sheep continued as their life’s work as they raised the two girls. 

Pat’s parents, George and Esther Sturgeon, retired and sold the ranch in the early 1970s. 
Pat and Ila were able to travel with their family to Canada for a couple summers, 

traveling by RV and seeing the country.  Pat worked on sheep ranches and 
construc- tion for a while and then, like most 

who have it in their blood — got 
back into the sheep business and 

bought the place in Powell Park 
where they still live today. 

Their sheep traveled West 
now to the Utah desert for the 
wintertime and then back up 
to Meeker and beyond to Burro 

Mountain for the summer and 
fall.  Nothing was trucked, they 

trailed both ways – logging many a 
mile on the roads between the winter 

and summer ranges. They had a few 
herders that worked for them, but Pat 

told his girls, “None of the herders works 
harder than your mom.” And so, mostly they 

did it all by themselves. Pat settled his sheep 
into their bedding ground each night at dusk, 

waiting until everyone was settled and then he’d 
return home to the house or sheep camp. 
Their family has grown now — two daughters, 

Shawna and Nancy, have given them six grandchildren 
and five great-grandchildren. Along the way, Jane Turnburke 

became a third unofficially adopted daughter that shares a special 
place in their family.  Over the years Pat and Ila have given time to 

their community -  serving as steadfast advocates for youth and agricul-
ture.  Warm and genuine, Pat and Ila always have time to visit and volunteer 

in the community. 
In recent years, Pat and Ila have sold the 

bulk of their flock and permits to another range 
operation that continues today. Sheep continue 
to be their focus as a farm flock now, that they 
graze and grow close to home.  The sheep 

wagon still sits at home for 
occasional use, and Pat and 
Ila’s days are still guided by 
the sheep and the season — 
spring lambing, summer hay, 
grazing, fall weaning and 
winter feeding. It’s a cycle 
of life, a labor of love that 
they’ve shared for 61 plus 
years together. What a trea-
sure — to work side by side 
for 61 years! Here’s to many 
more.

Serving the Citizens of Rio Blanco County Since 1885w Vol. 137, No. 27w February 10, 2022w ht1885.comw $100 

100% homegrown community journalism

Saturday: 40s/10s

Sunday: 40s/10s

• Rector to resign 2A
• Meeker spring 
board election 
cancelled 2A
• HT, chamber launch 
biz development 
Facebook group 2A
• News Notes 3A
• A new view 3A
• Opinion 4A
• Stockgrowers 6A
• Obituaries 7A
• Rangely 4-H Council 
receives award 8A
• Local Sports 1B
• Kids Page and 
Puzzles 3B
• Days Gone By 4B
• Help Wanted 5B
• Real Estate Corner 
6B

INSIDE

V ICK IE CL O S E/CO U R TES Y  PH O TO
Pat and Ila Sturgeon have provided 
the practice field for the Meeker 
Classic since 2006. They were mar-
ried Aug. 11, 1960, and have worked 
together ever since.

MEEK ER  H ER AL D/CO U R TES Y  PH O TO S
Below, one of the Black Diamond Mine fire's active vents with 
creosote, as well as a few news clippings about the mine from 
early 1900s Meeker Heralds.
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True Love: Working side-by-side for 61-plus years

By LUCAS TURNER
lucas@ht1885.com

RBC I “These mines that 
are burning in Colorado have 
been burning for many, many 
years, some of them over 100 
years,” said Tara Tafi, Senior 
Environmental Protection 
Specialist for Colorado 
Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Reclamation Mining 
and Safety (DRMS). Tafi over-
sees the department’s mine 
fire program, which catalogs, 
monitors and performs mitiga-
tion/abatement on a total of 38 
underground fires in the state of 
Colorado, including three in Rio 
Blanco County.

“The lion's share of them 
are between Glenwood Springs 
and Craig,” she noted, refer-
encing information compiled 
in decades of reports including 
a study commissioned in 2018 
titled “Colorado Underground 
Coal Mine Fires 2018 Inventory 
Report.” 

The report by Tetra Tech 
explores the science behind 
underground coal fires in detail, 
catalogs 38 underground fires in 
the state, assesses relative risks, 
and recommends potential abate-
ment/safety mitigation measures.
BLACK DIAMOND MINE

Among the fires in Rio 
Blanco County, the report lists 
the Black Diamond Mine Fire 
(approximately 1 mile northwest 
of Meeker, Colorado) at #12 
overall, with a relative risk score 
of 4.7, or “medium risk” due to 
elevated vent temperatures, high 
concentrations of CO (carbon 
monoxide) and proximity to a 
trail system, as well as the town. 

Located on a tributary of 
Anderson Gulch, operations 
at the mine go back as far as 
1904, when HT archives show 
a banner advertisement for 
‘Black Diamond Coal,” addition-
al records show the mine was 
worked at the time by George 
M. Lord in 1906, with ads not-

ing “the Black Diamond Mine 
is open.” From 1916 onward, 
the Electric Coal Company oper-
ated the mine, producing just 
over 30 tons of sub-bituminous 
coal (also called black lignite) 
until 1930 when the mine por-
tal was sealed due to a fire. 
Based on records from Colorado 
Geological Survey, DRMS, and 
HT archives examined so far, it 
is still unclear what originally 
sparked the fire that is still active 
today, more than 90 years later.

The main vent, where “sur-
face expression” of the fire is 
most evident, was the origi-
nal location of the mine portal 
(the structure surrounding the 
immediate entrance to a mine). 
Measurements of the vent taken 
in 2018 registered temperatures 
of 439 degrees Fahrenheit around 
a small area of blackened, creo-
sote-coated rocks that offer a 
visual indicator of its location.
2016 RISK MITIGATION

Rocks covering the area, 

called “riprap,” were put in 
place deliberately in 2016 as 
part of a DRMS reclamation 
project. Tafi oversaw the proj-
ect, which sought to mitigate 
wildfire danger by reducing or 
eliminating the fire’s surface 
expression. Reclamation work 
included excavation and backfill 
with rocks to create a fire break 
between the mine’s entrance and 
surface vegetation. 

Tafi said “In this situation it 
made sense to excavate it as deep 
as we could, cool all the mate-
rials on the surface that were 
burning, mix anything that had 
coal in it with non-carbonaceous 
material, like sandstone and soil, 
and then pack it back in and 
cover that whole area with rock.” 

She highlighted changes as 
a result of the work by describ-
ing the fire’s surface expression 
prior to 2016 as “a series of large 
fractures that were all venting 
and all hot.” As of 2018, Tetra’s 

Burning coal seams pose wildfire risk

u See MINES, Page 8A
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COUNTY      BEATCOUNTY      BEAT Rector to resign as commissioner
By NIKI TURNER

editor@ht1885.com

RBC | County commissioners con-
ducted a series of interviews for open board 
seats Tuesday, including an Extension 
Advisory Board that will work closely with 
Extension Agent Linda Masters in collab-
oration with Colorado State University. 
According to commissioners, the sev-
en-member board is “supposed to be in 
place, but hasn’t been for some time.” 

During the regular meeting, commis-
sioners appointed six to the board: Lenny 
Klinglesmith, Alden Vanden Brink, Angelo 
Theos, Callie Hendrickson, Kathy Nelson, 
and Sean Dimitz. 

Meeker doctor and educator Bob 
Dorsett was interviewed for a seat on the 
board of health. Diane Mobley was also 
interviewed and reappointed to a seat on 
the board of health. 

Jan Zuber, who moved to Meeker 
in 2020 to be closer to her son, was 
interviewed for the Historic Preservation 
Board and appointed along with Teresia 
Ruckman-Reed during the regular meeting. 
Reed was also appointed to the Meeker 
Cemetery Board. 

Ed Coryell, Melissa Dembowski and 
Quentin Smith were appointed to the Fair 
Board, which still has one open posi-
tion. Mike Morgan was reappointed to the 
Rangely Library Board and Ellen Conrado 
was appointed to the Meeker Library 
Board’s shared seat with the Town of 
Meeker. 

Appointments to the Area Agency on 
Aging were postponed.

Public Health Department Director 
Alice Harvey updated the commissioners 
on reporting for covid statistics, saying in 
the next few weeks the department will 
have the capability to track reinfections, 

breakthrough and booster breakthrough 
cases on the “report card.” 

Harvey said the prescription transfer 
program, set up while Pioneers Medical 
Center’s retail pharmacy is still under 
construction, is “working seamlessly.” 
Prescriptions — primarily for Medicare 
and hospice patients — are filled by the 
Rangely Pharmacy, transported to RBC 
Public Health in Meeker by RBC deputies 
from the Sheriff’s Office, and made avail-
able for local pickup. 

“It’s definitely sustainable for the short 
term,” she said. 

Influenza is present in the county, with 
no hospitalizations reported, although 
co-infections with covid are “making peo-
ple very sick.”

Sales and Use Tax Director Deb Morlan 
said county sales tax revenues for 2021 
were “all up,” with sales tax revenue up 
by about 40%, construction-related use tax 
revenue up more than 90% from 2020, and 
motor vehicle sales tax up about 14%.

She said the sales tax revenue for the 
towns is also up from 2020. “Shop at home 
really does make a difference.”

Budget and Finance Director Janae 
Stanworth updated the commissioners on 
expanded uses for federal coronavirus 
relief funding from the American Rescue 
Plan. The county has to report on what the 
funds — $1.2 million — are designated 
for, after April 30. The county has received 
half of the $1.2 million, with the other half 
expected in June. 

The rules and requirements for the fund-
ing are “very gray right now,” Stanworth 
said. 

Public Information and Program 
Director Carly Thomson sought direction 
from the board on pursuing an Associated 
Governments of Northwest Colorado grant 
with a $5,000 match for a feasibility study 
to repurpose the jail as a law enforcement 

training center, which has been discussed 
previously.

Commissioner Gary Moyer expressed 
frustration that the board had not discussed 
or brainstormed all options for the build-
ing’s potential use and that he didn’t want 
the county to be limited to one idea. “We 
haven’t, as commissioners, decided what 
to do,” he said.

The deadline, however, for pre-
sentations to the Northwest Colorado 
Development Council, which will deter-
mine what projects in the region get fund-
ing from the Office of Just Transition, is 
right around the corner. Commissioners 
Gates and Rector agreed that the board 
previously gave staff direction to move 
forward on the proposal to fund the law 
enforcement training center through the 
state’s Office of Just Transition. 

“We have to make a decision or get 
a direction,” Gates said. “That presen-
tation is due.” Gates and Thomson have 
both been working with the Northwest 
Colorado Development Council. The Town 
of Hayden has requested $1 million for 
a business park near the Yampa Valley 
Airport. The City of Craig has requested 
$450,000 for a solar array. Almost $2.8 
million is earmarked for the tri-county 
region (Rio Blanco, Routt and Moffat) for 
economic development projects in areas 
set to lose coal mines and coal-fired power 
plants as the state transitions to cleaner 
forms of energy.

During the regular meeting, the board 
approved a letter opposing Senate Bill 
16, which would change the state trans-
portation commission from 11 appointed 
members to nine elected members, one 
from each congressional district and one 
from the state at large. That would make 
the Western Slope one district, reducing 
representation on the commission.

Road and Bridge Director Scott Marsh 

said the monitoring system for spring load 
restrictions is not functional “and has not 
been for more than a year.” They’re watch-
ing the roads, and will implement restric-
tions if needed, “but there’s not much 
traffic out there,” he said.

Marsh also notified the commissioners 
he has a meeting set up with the gas com-
panies regarding repairing a hole on CR 25 
above a high pressure liquid gas line, and 
said the infrastructure funding in the Build 
Back Better program may provide more 
funding for bridges.

In commissioner updates:
Moyer said he testified at the state 

capitol against the mountain lion, bobcat 
and lynx hunting ban bill. That bill failed 
in committee with a 4 to 1 vote, but Moyer 
said backers are planning to get the item on 
the 2024 ballot. 

Gates said he had meetings with 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife on some pro-
posed changes, and a meeting with the 
interim CEO of Mind Springs left him 
“even more discouraged” about the state 
of the mental health center that provides 
services to a 10-county region and is 
searching for a new CEO. In positive news, 
he said, a press release from the governor’s 
administration indicated CDOT is planning 
more work on rural roads and the Garfield 
County side of Highway 13 is on there. 
“Hopefully we’ll get something accom-
plished on that side now.”

Commissioner Rector thanked the 
county and staff for their support, and 
announced his plans to resign as soon as 
the Rio Blanco County Republican Party 
finds a replacement to fill his seat. “It’s 
time for me to move on,” he said. 

The board went into executive session 
with County Attorney Don Steerman at the 
end of the meeting to discuss matters that 
may require negotiation or regarding pend-
ing litigation. 
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RBC I Total Cases to 
Date: 1,735
Meeker Active: 65
Rangely Active: 32
Hospitalizations in the last 
14 days: 7
Total Hospitalized: 133
Meeker School District: 9
Rangely School District: 1
Deaths: 12

Current
covid numbers

PRESCRIPTION TRANSPORTATION
We anticipate Meeker Drug at Pioneers Medical Center to open this spring. During this time, we understand there are patients with urgent 
prescription needs. 

If you are on Medicare or have immediate prescription needs, we have collaborated with Rio Blanco County and Rangely Pharmacy to 
provide a prescription transportation service. 

If you are a Medicare Patient or have urgent 
medication needs, you may access the 
pharmacy transportation service by doing the 
following:

1. Contact your provider. You will need to have a new 
prescription created and sent to Rangely Pharmacy.

2. Your provider will have paperwork for you to fill out.

3. Rangely Pharmacy will contact you to collect payment for 
your medication. Rangely Pharmacy will give you more 
information as to when your prescription will be ready for 
pick-up in Meeker. Once you’ve received your prescription, you 
may call Rangely Pharmacy with prescription related questions.

4. Patient’s date of birth and a valid ID will be required to 
pick up your prescription in Meeker. 

5. Your medication will be transported by the Rio Blanco 
County Sheri�’s Department from Rangely to Meeker,    
Monday - Thursday.

6. Your medication will be available for pick up at Rio Blanco 
County Public Health. 

Meeker Family Health 
Center
(970) 878-4014
Open Monday - Friday 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Saturday 
9 a.m. -  noon

Rangely Pharmacy 
(970) 675-2169
Open Monday - Friday 
9:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Rio Blanco County 
Public Health 
(970) 878 - 9520

PRESCRIPTION    
PICK-UP HOURS
Monday - Friday
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Fairfield Center
200 Main St #200

Rio Blanco County 
Sheri�’s Department
Pharmacy 
Transportation 
Monday - Thursday

Q: How do I access this service?
A: Contact your provider to learn more. At this time, the prescription 
transportation service is intended for Medicare patients and those with 
immediate prescription needs.

Q: Is there a cost to use the prescription transportation service?
A: No, Rio Blanco County Sheri�’s Department and Public Health are 
volunteering to help facilitate this program. 

Q: What types of insurance does Rangely Pharmacy accept?
A: Rangely Pharmacy accepts most insurances including Medicare Silver Scripts 
and Medicare Well Care. Rangely Pharmacy is not a DME (Durable Medical 
Equipment) supplier and cannot accept Medicare Part B.

Q: When will my prescription be ready for pick-up at Public Health?
A: Rangely Pharmacy will let you know the approximate day and time your 
prescription will be ready for pick-up in Meeker at Public Health. The Sheri�’s 
Department will be transporting Monday - Thursday. Prescriptions can be 
picked up at Public Health Monday - Friday during normal business hours. 

Q: Can I have a family member or friend pick up my medication?
A: Yes, they will need your date of birth and a valid ID at pick-up. You may also 
call Public Health to identify who will be picking up on your behalf. **Please 
note that prescriptions not picked up within a two week time frame 
will be disposed of or returned to Rangely Pharmacy without a 
refund.**

Q: My prescription isn’t at Public Health, what do I do?
A: Please call Rangely Pharmacy to ensure they received, filled and sent your 
prescription with the Sheri�'s Department to Meeker. If you have additional 
questions or if Rangely Pharmacy did not receive your prescription, please call 
your provider.

Q: I have questions about my prescription or I am not sure if the right 
medication was prescribed.
A: Call your provider.

Pharmacy transportation service FAQ

In last week's KNOW YOUR DISTRICT front page 
cutline, we said District 3 when we should have said 
District 2, and we also said Hwy. 13 instead of Hwy. 64 
... sorry about that, folks.

CORRECTION

By NIKI TURNER
editor@ht1885.com

MEEKER I In the 
first meeting in February 
2022, following rou-
tine business items, the 
Town of Meeker’s Board 
of Trustees approved a 
request from the Meeker 
Lions Club for a special 
event liquor license during 
the Meeker Skijor event 
at the 4-H Building at the 
Fairgrounds on Feb. 19.

Trustees also consid-
ered a request from VFW 
members Vicky Crawford 

and Rob Baughman to ded-
icate the bridges at Fifth 
and 10th streets in the 
names of Pete Kiser, Sr. 
and Earnest Garcia — both 
decorated World War II 
veterans who passed away 
in the last year. The bridge 
at Fifth Street (Circle 
Park) would be dedicated 
to Kiser, and the 10th St. 
bridge would be dedicated 
to Garcia. The two were 
the oldest members of the 
local VFW. Both were fix-
tures of the community 
for many years. The board 
agreed to draft a resolution 
and add it to the agenda at 
the next meeting.

Trustees approved per-

mits for the use of Ute Park 
for David Smith Ranches 
and the Meeker Classic. 
Representing the Meeker 
Classic, Regas Halandras 
checked with the board 
about minor maintenance 
projects at the Park and 
Maym Cunningham said 
live-streaming the event 
brought in 9,000 unique 
views over three days last 
year. 

Halandras also pro-
posed an idea for a type 
of pavilion structure at 
the site. Pricing for the 
large vendor tent has 
nearly doubled in the last 
year. Having a permanent 
structure at the site could 

expand use of the park. 
Halandras suggested some-
thing maintenance-free.

Trustees also discussed 
winter maintenance of the 
Circle Park Pond to make 
the pond usable for hockey 
or ice skating. Questions 
of jurisdiction and liability 
have been raised, as well 
as who would provide the 
maintenance. 

The Board officially 
canceled the spring elec-
tion for three board mem-
bers and the mayor due to 
lack of interested partici-
pants. Board members and 
the mayor will continue 
their service. 

Town board spring election cancelled
Special to the Herald 

Times

RBC I The Herald 
Times and Meeker 
Chamber of Commerce 
have teamed up to create 
an online community for 
local business owners to 
connect and grow their 
businesses. Today they 
will be launching the 
county’s first business development Facebook group 
“RBC Business Insiders.”

The group will feature marketing and busi-
ness development strategies including free webinars, 
social media tips, member discussions and real-world 
insights.

All local business owners and entrepreneurs are 
invited to join and participate. Everyone is encour-
aged to start discussions, ask questions and share 
ideas and words of encouragement with their fellow 
local business owners. Scan the QR code or visit 
facebook.com/groups/632515514627261 to join. 

HT, Chamber launch 
new business FB group

Informed 
citizens create
better 
communities.

ht1885.com/subscribe

Join 
now!
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http://ht1885.com/subscribe
facebook.com/groups/632515514627261
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/lb. 

FROZEN

DAIRY
6 oz. Yoplait

YOGURT ....................................................................10for   
$5

22 oz. Kozy Shack

PUDDING..........................................................2for   
$5

16 oz. Pillsbury

COOKIES......................................................................
$299

32 oz. Cache Valley

SHREDDED CHEESE.........................
$699

PRODUCE

56 oz. Red Button

ICE CREAM........................................................
$399 

28.6-32.7 oz. Crav'n 

PIZZA...............................................................................
$399 

2 ct.

HOT POCKETS.................................2for   
$4

32-46 oz. Red Button

PIE ..........................................................................................
$599

18.3-31.5 oz. DiGiorno

PIZZA ..............................................................................
$499

18 oz. Innovasian

MEALS ........................................................................
$499 

GROCERY
14-18 oz. Sweet Baby Ray's

BBQ SAUCE .........................................................
$169

16 oz. Pace Salsa or

PICANTE SAUCE..........................2for   
$4

15.25-16.25 oz. Betty Crocker

CAKE MIX .....................................................4for   
$5

12-16 oz. Betty Crocker

FROSTING.....................................................3for   
$5

12 oz. Franks

RED HOT SAUCE.................................
$299

25.4 oz. Martinelli

SPARKLING JUICE .....................2for   
$6

16 oz. Planters

PEANUTS.......................................................2for   
$7

16 oz. Ken's

DRESSINGS......................................................
$249

38 oz. Heinz

TOMATO KETCHUP............................
$399

18.6-19 oz. Campbell's

CHUNKY SOUP .........................................
$199

24/.5 L. Food Club Purified

DRINKING WATER ..................2for   
$5

5.5 oz. Pringles

CHIPS........................................................................2for   
$3

MEAT
Boneless Beef

RIBEYE STEAK.................................
$1099

32 oz. Bar-S Hickory Bacon Swiss

SAUSAGE ...............................................................
$499       

32 oz. Bar-S

JALAPEÑO SAUSAGE..............
$499               

40 oz. Bar-S Polish, Cheese Smoked or

SMOKED SAUSAGE ......................
$499

14 oz. Johnsonville Jalapeño Cheddar

SMOKED SAUSAGE..................
$369

/lb. 

16 oz. Food Club

Sour Cream

99¢ 8 oz. Food Club

Whipped Topping
$129  

16 oz. Food Club 

Cottage Cheese

99¢

399 

99 

......................
$499

o Cheddar

SMOKED SAUSAGE..................
$369

970.878.5868 n 271 E. MARKET  n MEEKER, COLORADO
Open seven days a week n 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday through Saturday n  8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday

Prices effective Feb. 10th through 16th, 2022

1 lb.

Strawberries

2 for $5  

Ripe

AVOCADOS ...............................................3 for   
$5

5 lb. bag

RED POTATOES.............................2 for   
$3

Jalapeño

PEPPERS ................................................89¢/lb.
Roma

TOMATOES .........................................99¢/lb.
6 oz.

BLACKBERRIES ..............................2 for   
$5

Fresh

PASSION FRUIT ...............................2 for   
$5

Whole

PINEAPPLE ......................................99¢/lb.
Cello Wrapped

ICEBERG LETTUCE...............................
$149

Red

GRAPE TOMATOES...................2 for   
$3

7.5 oz. Wholly Classic

GUACAMOLE........................................2for   
$6

5 oz. French Style

CREPES ....................................................................
$499

8 oz. Wonderful

PISTACHIOS .................................................
$499

6 oz.

GOLDEN BERRIES........................
$299

Small

PINK LADY APPLES................
$129

Red or Green

BELL PEPPERS.................................69¢
Crisp

CUCUMBERS...........................................69¢

Conservation Corps
RBC | Young people 
between 17 and 25 years 
of age: work outdoors in the 
beautiful Colorado outdoors. 
Gain skills, be part of a 
team, gain confidence, give 
back and build your mus-
cles. HS diploma or GED 
required, stipend and more 
provided. Learn more here 
about the Western Colorado 
Conservation Corps:  
https://www.wcccpartners.
org/positions-available

Meeker book club
MEEKER | The book club will 
be reading "Animal Dreams" 
by Barbara Kingsolver. We 
will discuss the book on 
Monday, February 14 at 1 
p.m. All are welcome to join 
in the fun.

'Valentines is So 
Cheesy'
MEEKER |  Monday, Feb. 
14, 4 to 8 p.m. at Smoking 
River Brewing Co.–order 
your cheese fondue, cup-
cakes and beer! Also avail-
able–Mini Couples Photo 
session with Mtn Made 
Media. Call to reserve your 
plate, 970.620.9448

Free community 
dinner at VFW
MEEKER |  Free Community 
Dinner at the Meeker 
V.F.W./American Legion, 
290 4th Street, Thursday, 
Feb. 17 from 5:30 pm to 
6:30 pm.

Stop the Bleed 
Classes Feb. 18
MEEKER |  Stop The Bleed 
Classes, Friday, Feb. 18 
from 3 to 5 p.m. and 6 
to 8 p.m. at the Meeker 
V.F.W./American Legion, 
290 4th Street.  SPACE IS 
LIMITED, please contact 
Vicki Crawford to sign-up, 
970-756-5023.  

Shoe collection 
drive
MEEKER |  Meeker High 
School student Ainsley 
Selle has organized a shoe 
collection drive in Meeker, 
working with funds2orgs.
com to collect shoes for 
people in third world coun-
tries such as Haiti and 
Africa. Boxes for collecting 
shoes will be located at 
Watts Ranch Market, the 
Church at Meeker, as well 
as the three school build-
ings. The last day to get all 
of the shoes collected will 
be Feb. 28. Your donations 
are appreciated.

Wagon Wheel OHV 
Club meeting Mar. 2
MEEKER |  The next 
meeting of the Wagon 
Wheel OHV Club will be 
Wednesday, March 2 at 
7 p.m. at Kilowatt Korner. 
Board elections will be held 
in April. Please step up to 
keep the club alive and get 
your membership forms in 
so your vote counts. Credit 
card payment is an option 
but checks are preferred. 
New membership forms 
are required annually. 
Email wagonwheelohvclub-
co@gmail.com or check 
the Wagon Wheel OHV 
Facebook page for more 
information. 

Wool Growers annu-
al meeting Mar. 4
MEEKER |  Mark your calen-
dars for the annual meeting 
of the Rio Blanco County 
Wool Growers will be held 
Friday, March 4 begin-
ning at 8:30 a.m. at the 
Fairgrounds. 

NEWS NOTES

Elk Mountain Inn 
owner Michele Morgan 
said the concept of a 
mural was of interest 
to her and others for 
many years before 
she was approached 
by the Chamber of 
Commerce to do one. 
She said she was 
able to contribute by 
choosing the artist 
from a list of propos-
als. Michele Morgan 
said she appreciates 
how the mural gives a 
good visual example 
of “what Meeker has 
to offer” and has gar-
nered many positive 
comments so far.

L U CAS  TU R N ER  PH O TO

A NEW VIEW ...

Please 
recycle this

paper!

https://www.wcccpartners.org/positions-available
https://www.wcccpartners.org/positions-available
http://funds2orgs.com
http://funds2orgs.com
mailto:wagonwheelohvclubco@gmail.com
mailto:wagonwheelohvclubco@gmail.com
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4A OPINION

By NIKI TURNER
editor@ht1885.com

Since I quit my 
alcohol habit 
almost nine months 

ago, I’ve had a lot more 
time, money and energy 
available (imagine that?). 
In lieu of my previously 
ever-present wine glass, 
I’ve started playing 
Solitaire on my phone. 
To my surprise, the 
simple game offers some 
applicable life lessons. 
I’ll share them here as a 
reminder for myself, and 
because maybe they’ll 
encourage some of you.

1. Breathe. I don’t 
know about you, but when 
I’m in competition-mode, 
I forget to breathe. This 
also applies to deadlines, 
driving, and conflict. I’m 
not alone, most of us 
don’t breathe effectively 
when stressed or busy, 
which means we aren’t 
getting enough oxygen 
to our brains and we feel 
even more stressed. In 
these multiple games of 
Solitaire, which is neither 
dangerous or costs me 
anything but spare time, 
I notice that the longer I 
forget to breathe because 
I’m hurrying up to get a 
higher score, the more 
mistakes I make and card 

placements I miss. 
Lesson? Take 
a deep breath, 
especially when 
you start to 
feel pressed or 
stressed. Breathing 
i m p r o v e s 
performance, whether in a 
game or at work.

2. It’s OK to quit, 
and sometimes quitters 
win. Now, start humming 
“The Gambler” by Kenny 
Rogers and sing along — 
“You’ve got to know when 
to hold'em, know when 
to fold'em, know when to 
walk away, know when 
to run…” Some games 
of Solitaire, like some 
situations in life, are simply 
unwinnable. By nature I’m 
stubborn and competitive, 
and I’m slowly learning 
to trust myself again. As 
a result, I’ll flip through 
the deck again and again, 
thinking something is 
going to change, even 
when I know it’s not. By 
accident, I figured out that 
as soon as I realize all 
the cards have been placed 
that can be placed, it’s 
time to quit. The earlier 
you quit when the game 
is unwinnable, the more 
points you get. Hmmm. 
Definite life lesson there. 
Something along the lines 
of accepting the things you 

cannot change, 
changing the things 
you can and the 
wisdom to know 
the difference, 
right?

3. Enjoy what 
you’re doing. 

Simple pleasures really do 
increase your happiness. 
Find your joy where you 
can, whether it’s watching 
high school sports, petting a 
dog, reading a book, taking 
a walk, learning a new craft, 
or playing a silly game on 
your phone. Find your joy, 
revel in it, and spread it 
around like glitter. We need 
more of it. 

n n n

If your paper was late 
last week (or you didn’t get 
one), it’s because the bulk of 
our subscriber copies went 
AWOL from the back dock 
of the Meeker Post Office. 
After tossing around more 
than a handful of paranoid 
conspiracy theories, we 
were relieved to learn the 
papers had mistakenly been 
picked up by one of the 
USPS drivers and spent 
the night in Craig. Whew! 
Human error is highly 
preferable to malicious 
intent. A huge thank you to 
everyone who took up the 
“case” and went searching! 

RIO BLANCO
HERALD TIMES

304 4th Street 
P.O. Box 720

Meeker, CO 81641

970-878-4017

— PUBLISHER —
Solas Publications, Inc.

— ADS & DESIGN  —
Caitlin Walker
ads@ht1885.com

— SUBS/BILLING  —
accounts@ht1885.com

— EDITORIAL —
 Niki Turner ~ Editor
editor@ht1885.com

Lucas Turner ~ 
Journalist

lucas@ht1885.com

U.S. Postal Service 
#338-020. 

Periodicals class 
postage is paid at 
Meeker, Colorado 

81641. Postmaster: 
send change of 

addresses to P.O. Box 
720, Meeker, CO 

81641-0720

© 2021 Solas 
Publications, Inc. 

All rights reserved.ht1885.com

Since 1885

MEMBER

EDITOR’S COLUMN

Life lessons from solitaire

KAYE'S CORNER

By KAYE SULLIVAN
Special to the Herald 

Times

One of the outstanding 
ongoing charity 
operations in 

Meeker is our local Food 
Pantry, open to anyone in 
need. For those short of 
funds, in-between jobs, 
or otherwise struggling, it 
is a place to relieve food 
insecurity.

This is a resource 
open to anyone living in 
or driving through our 
community. Located at the 
Meeker United Methodist 
Church, 809 Park Ave., the 
food bank is staffed by 
faithful volunteers from 
the church. To access food, 
contact the church 970-
878-5904 and someone 
will meet you to assist.

You may know that the 
Food Bank of the Rockies 
comes to Meeker once a 
month, but it is completely 
separate from the Meeker 
Food Pantry. The pantry is 
for Meeker from Meeker 
and a very gracious, 
thoughtful operation. 
Recipients are screened 
with respectful queries 
then sent off with a prayer 
and box of much needed 
food. 

Donations come from 
ranchers/hunters with extra 
game, individuals, and 
local organizations. Gift 
cards are welcome along 
with cash to purchase 
meat. Big-hearted folks 
quietly donate to this good 
cause and keep the pantry 
stocked year-round.

The pantry was started 
in 1986 and initially 
operated by Emma Lou 

Frisby whose 
husband, Dale, 
built shelves 
in the church 
basement to store 
food items. She 
asked folks what 
they needed then 
assembled a box 
based on their 
p r e f e r e n c e s . 
Emma Lou recalls travelers 
who were struggling with 
little to nothing and even 
gave one family pots and 
pans from her home.

Later, Vicky Johnson 
prayed about it and 
became the new food bank 
lady. Likewise, she served 
everyone in need with 
army blankets, vouchers, 
and food.  My sense is 
that Vicky and all these 
good folks enjoy their role 
of giving to others. Vicky 
says she sent off the needy 
with a prayer and feels the 
vast majority were good-
hearted people down on 
their luck.

Lest you think that is 
an old-fashioned story, 
food needs continue 
today. Ellene Meece tells 
of recently boxing up 
snack foods for a traveling 
family that was so hungry 
they devoured many of 
the health bars right in 
the church parking lot. It 
breaks my heart to realize 
that essential food needs 
are as great today as they 
were more than 30 years 
ago.

New signs have been 
ordered by the church to 
help spread information 
about the Pantry. If you 
are aware of someone in 
need, please let them know 
about this free resource.

A host of folks 
have provided 
support to this good 
cause including 
current director, 
Cindy Nelson, 
Peggy Strate, 
Emma Lou Frisby, 
Vicky Johnson, 
Karen Curry, Trish 
Hallebach, Ellene 

Meece, Lonnie White and 
many other volunteers. 
Everyone I interviewed 
commented that 99% of 
the recipients are indeed 
needy and extremely 
grateful. 

If you wish to donate, 
please keep these 
guidelines in mind:

The current wish list 
includes: 

n toilet paper, paper 
towels, canned fruit, 
cereal, cereal bars, boxed 
meals.

n Monetary gifts to 
purchase meat

n Food vouchers for 
fresh produce

n Granola or protein 
bars, small jars of peanut 
butter/jelly, granola snack 
packs, crackers, canned 
fruit with pop off lids.

Observe “use by dates” 
and leave old stuff as it 
must be tossed.

Nothing perishable.
No more rice or beans 

are needed right now.

P.S. Thanks to all I 
interviewed and I wish I 
had space for all of your 
heart-warming stories. 
With grateful thanks to all 
who support the pantry and 
the many caring volunteers 
who staff it. God bless.

Meeker food pantry

Kaye 
Sullivan

Friday, February 25, 2022

31st Annual

The substance use problem in our community 
isn’t about “them.” It’s about us. Societal and 
biological issues are the root causes. Only 
together can we start to solve it. 

Together we can educate one another about 
the facts of substance use disorder. Together 
we can eliminate stigma. Together we can help 
our neighbors get treatment and recover. 

Read about Christopher Ray’s story  
of substance use and recovery at
solvingSUDtogether.org.

All of us are the solution. 
Together we can. WE 

CAN Much of Chris’s life was defined by “ups” and 
“downs” of alcohol and drug use. After a near 

death experience, he is fully immersed in a 
substance-free life. He helped start SoBoat, a 

community to support those in recovery.
Paid for by the Rural Alliance Addressing Substance Use Disorder Colorado

Together We Can Help Our Neighbors 
with Substance Use Disorder

solvingSUDtogether.org

SUBMISSION DEADLINE
February 15, 2022

CASH PRIZES FOR THE BEST

ARTWORK   |   POETRY   |   FICTION   |   NONFICTION
Submit your work at: cncc.edu/waving-hands-review

YOUR WRITING & ARTWORK

mailto:editor%40ht1885.com?subject=
http://www.ht1885.com
mailto:ads%40ht1885.com?subject=
mailto:accounts%40ht1885.com?subject=
mailto:editor%40ht1885.com?subject=
mailto:lucas%40ht1885.com?subject=
http://www.theheraldtimes.com
http://www.gelbviehbulls.net
http://solvingsudtogether.org
http://www.cncc.edu/waving-hands-review
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THOUGHTS EXPRESSED ON 
OPINION PAGES ARE EXCLUSIVELY

THOSE OF THE WRITER AND DO 
NOT REFLECT THOSE OF THE 
HERALD TIMES. INFORMATION 

CONTAINED ON THE OPINION PAGES 
HAS NOT BEEN FACT-CHECKED.

WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO VALIDATE 
AND VERIFY. LETTERS ARE PRINTED 
IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER BY LAST 
NAME. SUBMIT SIGNED LETTERS 

ON MATTERS OF LOCAL INTEREST 
TO EDITOR@HT1885.COM, MAIL TO 
PO BOX 720, MEEKER, CO 81641 OR 
DROP OFF AT 304 4TH ST., MEEKER. 

THERE IS NO CHARGE. WE WILL 
NOT PUBLISH LIBEL, SLANDER, HATE 

SPEECH OR OTHER NONSENSE. 
DUE TO SPACE CONSTRAINTS, WE 

REQUEST SUBMISSIONS OF 500 
WORDS OR LESS. 

LOOSE ENDS

By DOLLY 
VISCARDI

Special to the Herald 
Times

When did it 
become socially 
acceptable to 

blame others for our own 
bad behavior? I know that 
it erupts in the privacy of 
our homes, as starting a 
family and raising children 
is stressful. It usually 
produces parents who lean 
on what they learned from 
their closest role models. 
No one can deny that 
parents or caregivers serve 
as their children’s teachers 
and work hard to show 
children how best to interact 
with others. Remaining 
calm, yet staying in 
control, is essential. The 
latest problem of going 
out into public spaces 
is everyone’s lack of 
control over escalating 
violence. It continues 
to be acknowledged by 
the increasing reports of 
flagrant rule-breaking on 
social media, television 
and radio. Most children 
eventually learn that 
bickering and arguing 
should never cross over to 
rude and offensive displays 
of anger.

No matter how hard 
each child’s family tries 
to make sure the children 
in their care learn these 
important lessons, it is 
never enough to keep some 
kids from “acting-out” no 
matter where they grow up. 
So much of the family’s 
influence on children is 
diluted by their experiences 
in school. This seems 
to be safety first. Little 
by little, they may lose 
any ability to accept any 

kindness, viewing 
someone’s attempt 
to befriend them 
as a threat. 
M a i n t a i n i n g 
one’s health 
by scrounging 
for food is the 
second lesson. 
Teachers soon 
discover which 
students haven’t 
brought a paper bag lunch 
or money for lunch. They 
catch a glimpse of each 
child’s flagging energy 
and inability to concentrate 
and focus. If that child has 
missed breakfast or does 
not have money for a hot 
lunch after their backpack 
has been searched, it 
becomes apparent someone 
needs to check with the 
principal  immediately 
to see if they have been 
overlooked by the safety 
net in place in most 
educational institutions 
these day.  

During the pandemic 
and recent surges of the 
variants of the original 
novel coronavirus, often 
just referred to as Covid-
19, our children have lost 
irretrievable time spending 
time away from home in 
school. This will ensure 
that we all get better at 
taking a closer look at our 
particular school district, 
as it will require that 
everyone becomes more 
aware of the difficulties 
faced by families. Truancy 
rates from remote rural 
schools, as well as 
economically strapped 
towns and cities, guarantee 
this will remain a serious 
problem nationally. Poor 
results in yearly testing are 
increasing at a rapid pace as 
reported by school districts 

that haven’t been 
able to offer 
computers or 
WiFi connections.  
Children are 
masters at hiding 
their deficiencies 
and disabilities 
and their school 
and home 
experiences have 
taught them that 

they must consider staying 
under the radar. One small 
misstep has always been 
followed by threats and 
violence.  

In addition, now that 
our social interactions 
seem to be resuming in 
public places, everyone has 
become complacent about 
acting inappropriately 
while participating in 
remote work or school 
sessions. The majority of 
us have spent too much 
time sitting in front of a 
computer. The despised 
classroom bullies are 
reappearing in both our 
work and living spaces. 
Now that we are spending 
increasing amounts of time 
on the computer, digital 
distress signals should 
send users a signal that 
warns everyone when a 
seemingly casual friendly 
conversation flares into 
unstoppable conflagration. 
A fire emoji or meme will 
work perfectly. We cannot 
hide behind our old bad 
habits when it comes 
to stopping this type of 
behavior, no matter what. 
“Burn, baby, burn,” one 
of my generation’s favorite 
time-worn phrases in the 
freewheeling ‘60s, needs 
to be mothballed with 
all the past solutions to 
achieve social justice for 
anyone. 

Bad behavior

Dolly 
Viscardi

OPINION 5A

Subdivision 
change a bad idea

Dear Editor:

I have been biting lips 
to keep my mouth shut, 
and I lost that war. I want 
to address the idea of 
changing the development 
size of lots to fit anyone, 
including a county 
commissioner. When you 
make exceptions for one 
you make them for all. It 
is a very bad precedent to 
set. I would like to explain 
why this is a bad idea.

While living in New 
Mexico I worked for 
major developers for over 
27 years. I know what 
major growing pains are 
and how they can impact 
the local people, wildlife 
and environment in 
general. Water, water run-
off, water that we drink, 
water gardens and crops 
with, are all impacted. 
The idea of downsizing 
what is acceptable for a 
septic system is extremely 
bad for ground water. 
It is that simple. When 
there are septic tanks 

and leach fields that are 
overdeveloped you will 
see a major increase in 
high nitrates. That is not 
good for the ground water, 
and especially the river. It 
damn sure is not good for 
people. 

If changed, every Tom, 
Dick, and Harry can then 
take five acres and develop 
them because a standard 
has been set.  I am speaking 
from personal experience. 
This was a major issue 
in New Mexico. No one 
listened and now much 
of the ground water is 
contaminated in a major 
way. It was about greed. 
Not with just nitrates, but 
things like hepatitis, and 
many other diseases. The 
water has, in many areas, 
become dangerous to use. 
Doing such a change puts 
everyone at risk. It's bad 
for the land, it's bad for 
the water, and in the end 
bad for the community. 
One should know and 
understand state laws 
before subdividing their 
land. The moss in the river 
I would bet is coming from 
higher nitrates from septic 
systems from homes built 

on the river along with the 
excessive spraying..  

It's bad enough we 
have tires that stack up, 
sometimes ground (no dust 
control) on top of a main 
ditch, close to the river 
and without addressing 
the water run-off of the 
toxins in the tires, or 
the disease factor. It is 
a major mosquito farm 
that also carries disease. 
We can also add that it 
is extremely unsightly 
along with toxic. I am not 
opposed to the effort even 
if there is no market for 
it, but it should be out at 
a land fill, NOT by water. 
Water is the most precious 
resource we have. You can 
go without food, but no 
one can go without water.  
The quality of that water 
is imperative for health of 
everyone, man and animal. 
I urge everyone to do 
some research on what I 
said. Demand better from 
everyone, even the county 
commissioners.  

Sincerely,
Michelle E. Hale CH.t.

Meeker

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Pesticide Applicator Workshop

Tuesday, February 15, 2022
                            Rio Blanco Fairgrounds       

8:30 am – 12:15 pm – Private & Commercial Applicator Core Credits This 
workshop will provide ALL seven required core credits for Colorado pesticide applicator 
license recertification:

• Laws & Regulations (2 credits)
• Applicator Safety
• Public Safety
• Environmental Protection
• Use of Pesticides
• Pesticides & Their Families

Lunch is included at 12:15 pm. The cost of the core credits and lunch is 
$65.00  Please pay at the door.  

Colorado Commercial Applicator Credits ($40.00/credit)
1:00 pm - Category 206 Turf
2:00 pm - Category 103 Agricultural Weed   
3:00 pm – Category 107 Rangeland
4:00 pm -- Category 109 Industrial & Right-of-Way   

−∞−
For more information or to register, please contact:

Linda S. Masters, CSU Extension  
linda.masters@rbc.us    phone 970-878-9494

Sandra McDonald, Mountain West PEST   sandra@mountainwestpest.com

Sponsor – CSU Extension Rio Blanco County
Colorado State University, U.S. Department of Agriculture and Colorado County Cooperative Extension programs are available to all without discrimination

PLEASE CALL AND PRE-
REGISTER SO THAT WE CAN 

PLAN FOR LUNCH.

NEVER PAINT AGAIN
Nationwide Builders is proud to introduce 

MT. STATES WESTERN EXTREME COMPOSITE SIDING
Be a part of our 2022 Show Homes Campaign and Save!

5 homeowners in this general area will be 
given the opportunity to have

MT. STATES WESTERN EXTREME COMPOSITE SIDING
Applied to their home with decorative trim at a very low cost. This amazing 

new product has been engineered speci�cally to combat the harsh 
Colorado climate, and eliminates constant painting and maintenance 

costs. Backed with fade and lifetime material warranty, and providing full 
insulation, summer and winter, this product can be installed on most types 

of home. It comes in a wide variety of colors and is now being o�ered to the 
local market.Your home can be a showplace in your vicinity. We will make it 

worth your while if we can use your home.
Financing Available WAC “O�er Limited-CALL NOW!”

INSULATED WINDOWS ALSO AVAILABLE
For an appointment, please call toll free:

1-888-540-0334
Nationwide Builders

3 Generations of Experience - www.nbcindustries.com
COVID-19 precautions will be used

SCAN
HERE

CBD PAIN
RELIEF CREAM

GREAT FOR:
BACKACHES

ARTHRITIS
MUSCLE ACHES

The relief you need exactly where you need it most.

USE CODE: PAIN & get 3 FREE Gifts

greencbdtoday.com/colorado

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
866-977-2602

Limited Time O� er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  
install and activate the generator with a participating dealer. 
Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   

No Clipping 
Required.
The AARP® Auto Insurance 

Program from The Hartford.1

  

ON AUTO INSURANCE

ON AVERAGE, AARP MEMBERS ENJOY

$5072 SAVINGS

Your savings could be 
even more!

when they switch from companies like

GEICO, State Farm and Allstate

Call The Hartford now to request a FREE money-saving quote. 

1-833-498-1989
No coupon necessary.

FREE duffel 
bag when you 
request your 
free quote!3

Not an AARP member? If you’re 50 or over, request a FREE quote and more information today! 

Call The Hartford
1-833-498-1989

AARP and its af� liates are not insurers. Paid endorsement. The Hartford pays royalty fees to AARP for the use of its intellectual property. These fees are used for the general purposes of AARP. AARP membership is 
required for Program eligibility in most states.
The AARP Auto Insurance Program from The Hartford is underwritten by Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its af� liates, One Hartford Plaza, Hartford, CT 06155. It is underwritten in AZ by Hartford Insurance Company 
of the Southeast; in CA by Hartford Underwriters Insurance Company; in WA, by Hartford Casualty Insurance Company; in MN, by Sentinel Insurance Company; and in MA, MI and PA, by Trumbull Insurance Company. 
Auto is currently unavailable in Canada and U.S. Territories or possessions. Speci� c features, credits and discounts may vary and may not be available in all states in accordance with state � lings and applicable law. 
Applicants are individually underwritten and some may not qualify.
1In Texas, the Auto Program is underwritten by Redpoint County Mutual Insurance Company through Hartford of the Southeast General Agency, Inc. Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its af� liates 
are not � nancially responsible for insurance products underwritten and issued by Redpoint County Mutual Insurance Company.
2Average savings amounts based on information reported by customers who switched to The Hartford from other carriers between 1/1/20 and 12/31/20. Your savings may vary. 3Gift is a limited time offer and not 
available in all states. Email address required in most states. Allow 4-7 weeks for delivery. Bottle not included.
*Based on customer experience reviews shared online at www.thehartford.com/aarp as of October 2021.                                                                  006131
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GUEST COLUMN

By ED PECK
Special to the Herald Times

After you have 
gathered as much 
about your parents 

as you can, you are ready to 
tackle the third generation: 
your grandparents. If 
you can, visit your 
grandparents. Repeat this 
type of interview asking 
the same questions about 
your parents. Be prepared 
this time to take notes. 
Grandparents have 
richer memories 
of their families. 
They listened at 
the dinner table 
better. You 
can do these 
i n t e r v i e w s 
t o g e t h e r 
with spouses. 
Doing separate 
interviews isn’t 
as productive at 
this age. Couples at 
this age share so many 
memories that whatever 
one has forgotten, the 
other remembers. Listen 
to how the stories are sooo 
different from what your 
parents told you. Get as 
many dates and places 
about their parents and 
grandparents as you can. 

Just like you did 
before. Go home and 
rewrite the group sheets, 
adding correctons, 
adding generations, and 
especially write down 
the stories. This may the 

last chance to record the 
words of this generation. 
Highlight missing dates 
and places. Now you have 
a solid base to work up a 
family tree chart. It is easy 
to download a preprinted 
four generation chart from 
online. 

Third and fourth 
generation information 
is tougher to get. Once 
you have exhausted your 

opportunities for getting 
first-hand information 
you will still have a lot 
of highlighted blanks to 
fill in. Don’t give up. 
There are always ways 
to fill in missing blanks. 
Documents are more in 
the public domain for this 
generation. Obituaries 
can be found if you know 
where to look. But there is 
better source of collected 

information: the Keeper of 
the Keys.

In the old English 
manors, it was not the 
Lord or Lady who kept 
the household running, 
paid the bills and kept 
the secrets. It was the 
housekeeper who held that 
power. She had keys to 
every door in the castle. 
In every family, if you're 
lucky, you can find the 
one person who has taken 
on the responsibility of 
keeping the family tree: 

the keeper of the keys. 
The great aunt who 

keeps a shoe box 
full of newspaper 
clippings, family 
postcards, pictures 
and other treasure. 
Sometimes you 
can find an uncle 
who has already 

saved what he 
has on a computer. 

Someday, you could 
be that person, so do it 

right!
Now is the time to find 

the relative who is the 
Keeper of the Knowledge. 
Someone who can help 
you fill in the blanks. We 
will cover that in the next 
issue.

Ed Peck can be reached 
thru this newspaper and 
also the White River 
Museum on Park Ave. He 
available for guidance 
at no cost. Contributions 
to the museum are 
encouraged.

The keeper of the keys

Saturday, February 26,  2022 1 PM (MST)
At the Ranch 7673 E Hwy 40, Jensen, UT

Selling 65 Black Angus bulls, 5 yearling Simmental bulls,  2 
yearling Black Hereford bulls, 2 18-month-old Black Angus bulls, 

2 18-month-old Hereford bulls and 10 females.
Sale will be on www.liveauctions.com.

Bulls will be PAP, semen and trich tested.  Free delivery of 5 or 
more bulls up to 150 miles.  

Free feeding on bulls until May 15, 2022.
For more information call

 Randan Vincent • (435) 828-1116 • www.rvbarangus.com

15th Annual Bull & Female Production Sale  

Special to the Herald Times

MEEKER I Parenting is a tough 
job. At 6 p.m. this Thursday, Feb. 10, 
at Meeker High School, join speaker 
Brooks Gibbs for a free seminar for 
tips on raising socially savvy, emo-
tionally resilient, happy and friendly 
kids.

Gibbs, a social psychologist and 
“passionate advocate for resilience 
education,” will share “simple solu-
tions for solving complex problems 
like bullying, sibling rivalry, melt-
downs, anger, disrespect, motivation, 
mental health and more.”

“What is at the root of most 
childhood behavioral problems? 
Perfectionism, approval addiction, 
and a handful of irrational demands. 
Cure a child of these and most of 
their social and emotional problems 
are solved,” states Gibbs’ website 
(https://www.brooksgibbs.com/).

The seminar is free for parents.

Free parenting seminar tonight 
at Meeker High School

WHAT: #RaiseThemStrong Live 
Seminar
WHERE: Meeker High School 
Auditorium
WHEN: Thursday, Feb. 10 at 6 
p.m.

CO U R TES Y  PH O TO S
It was another full house for this year's Rio Blanco Stockgrowers dinner 
and dance, held last Saturday at the Fairfield Center.

STOCKGROWERS ...

www.theheraldtimes.com/subscribe
http://grandriverhealth.org
http://www.rvbarangus.com
https://www.brooksgibbs.com/
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www.YourCommunityHospital.com

Advanced surgical and minimally
invasive treatments for your health care needs.

A Comprehensive Service of

Surgical Associates
of the Grand Valley

Meet Your
Full Spectrum 
Surgical Team.

Advanced surgical and minimallyAdvanced surgical and minimallyAdvanced surgical and minimallyAdvanced surgical and minimallyAdvanced surgical and minimallyAdvanced surgical and minimallyAdvanced surgical and minimallyAdvanced surgical and minimally

970-243-9340

Andrew Morse, DO Courtney Fulton, MD David Lundy, MDRyan O’Dell, DO

Charlotte Sizemore Mobley, 73, 
of Meeker, Colorado, passed away on 
Feb. 4, 2022, at her daughter’s home 
in Roosevelt, Utah.

Charlotte was born June 7, 1948, 
in Grand Junction, Colorado, the 
daughter of Roy C. Sizemore and 
Sally Sheridan Sizemore. She grew 
up in Meeker, Colorado, where she 
attended school, graduating from 
Meeker High School in 1966.

During the summer months while growing 
up, Charlotte could be found working at the 
family business, Sizemore’s Resort, as a cabin 
girl. She was Range Call Rodeo Queen for 
Rio Blanco County and the town of Meeker 
the summer of 1966. In the fall after her 
graduation she moved to Greeley, Colorado,  

where she attended college at 
Colorado State College for a brief 
time but put off her education when 
she met and fell in love with her 
future husband, Alan Mobley, a 
local boy from Rio Blanco County.

Charlotte and Alan were married 
at St. James Episcopal Church Sept. 
7, 1968. They lived in Colorado for 
many years before moving to Idaho 
in 1979. While there Charlotte 

returned to college and received her degree 
in nursing from North Idaho College. The 
couple returned to Colorado and their home 
town of Meeker in 1987. She worked as an 
RN for over 32 years before retiring. She was 
so glad to have her nursing profession and was 
able to support herself after Alan died in 2001.

Charlotte was devoted to her religion with 
a deep faith and strong Christian beliefs and 
loved the Lord. Reading the bible, attending 
church, prayer group and bible studies were a 
huge part of her life.

Watching her grandchildren play sports 
and being a part of their lives was very 
rewarding to her. Some of her many activities 
were quilting, reading, visiting with friends 
and family and she also was involved with a 
weekly bridge group and a weekly lunch with 
friends.

Charlotte will be missed and is survived by 
her son, Travis (Mandy) Mobley of Meeker, 
Colorado; daughter, Tanya (Dewain) Boren 
of Roosevelt, Utah; eight grandchildren, 
Brody (Angela) Clark, Dalton Clark, Jaxson 
Clark and Alana Boren all of Utah. Dylan 

Mobley, Alicia Mobley, Regan Mobley 
and Jace Mobley of Meeker. Three great-
grandchildren, Daimon Clark, Daxton Clark 
and Bellemee Clark. Sisters, Suzanne Jones 
of Arizona and Francelle (Lee) Robinson of 
Wyoming and brother, Mike (Kathy)

Sizemore of Meeker along with all her 
nieces and nephews

She is now reunited with her husband, 
Alan Mobley and her parents that preceded 
her in death.

Funeral services will be held Tuesday, 
Feb. 15, 2022, at 11 a.m. at the Fairfield Center 
with a viewing from 9-10:45 a.m. Burial will 
be in the Highland Cemetery. 

Condolences may be shared at www.
hullingermortuary.com

Ronald Jack Hedge, 71, from Dinosaur, Colorado, passed 
away on Feb. 1, 2022, after a battle with dementia and then a 
brief illness. 

He was born on Aug. 15, 1950 in Denver, Colorado. As a 
small child, his family lived at the Clubhouse in Indian Hills, 
where many great memories were made with extended  family 
and of course all the horses! 

He graduated from Arvada West High School, where 
he excelled in football and wrestling and earned numerous 
athletic awards. He then attended Western State College and 
the University of Northern Colorado. 

He then proudly served as a medic in the U.S. Army. He 

essentially toured Europe in his Army ambulance and had 
many great stories about this time in his life. 

After the Army, he married Linda Betts and they were 
blessed with three children.They lived in Glenwood Springs 
for 26 years and owned Hedge Concrete. 

Ron and Linda then bought a home in Dinosaur, Colorado, 
where they could watch deer from the front window and enjoy 
the beautiful canyons and rivers nearby. He started a handyman 
business and they also owned and ran Blue Mountain Animal 
Boarding. 

Ron was an avid outdoorsman and enjoyed hunting and 
fishing with family and friends in our beautiful Colorado 

wilderness areas. His other joy and comfort 
was his beloved Bible. 

He is survived by his children: Angela 
Grant, Aaron Hedge and Sarah Hedge; two 
grandchildren, Jordon Grant,19, and Harper 
Hedge, 9; and a large, loving, extended 
family. 

A celebration of his life will be held this 
summer in the mountains that he loved. We 
will especially miss his hugs, his stories 
and his wonderful sense of humor. 

Rest in peace, Ronnie.

Estella Margret Fulton passed away 
peacefully on Feb. 1, 2022.

Marge was born to William and Stella 
Findlay in Rifle, Colorado, on Oct. 5, 1921. 
The family lived in Parachute, Colorado, 
and she joined her siblings Jim, George, 
Charley, Ernie and Mary (Eliasen). Later she 
had two younger brothers, Donald and Fred. 
She, living to 100 years old, survived all her 
siblings.

Marg grew up in and around Meeker, 
Colorado, where she met her husband 
Robert Fulton. They were married Feb. 15, 
1947, and Bob was sworn in as Rio Blanco 
County Sheriff at that time so they combined 
their honeymoon with the National Sheriff's 
Convention in Denver.

In the spring of 1954, Bob, Marg and three 
children, Judy, Bev and Tom, moved to the YZ 
Ranch on the South Fork of the White River. 
Bob was the ranch foreman but Marg made 
the ranch run smoothly by feeding any stray 

cowboy who sat at her table, there 
were times when there were over 15 
hungry young men she was feeding 
three hearty meals a day.

She added two delightful 
children to the family in 1959 and 
1961, Jim and Sheri. There was also 
a move from Meeker to Glenwood 
Springs, Colorado, where Bob was 
Chief of Police. Marg loved life in 
Glenwood. She was the Welcome 
Wagon Representative, worked at the Coast 
to Coast store, and belonged to a sorority that 
preformed many civic duties.

Her life completely took a turn in April 
1969. Bob, Marg, Tom, Jim and Sheri — 
along with all their worldly goods — got in 
a Dodge van and headed North, no, not to 
Alaska but to Toad River, British Columbia, 
Canada. They bought a Lodge on the Alaska 
Highway and she immediately put her 
culinary skills to work feeding 100s of brave 

souls traveling that bumpy, twisting, 
basically gravel road to Alaska. Marg 
formed lifelong friendships while in 
that far North country. 

Bob and Marg retired and sold 
Toad River Lodge in 1977. They 
built a house on land they retained 
by a little lake, which provided daily 
entertainment watching moose, 
swans and ducks out the big kitchen 
window. 

Bob passed away in June 1992. Marg 
continued to spend her summers at Toad 
River, her favorite place on Earth. She only 
missed going one summer, 2020, due to a 
broken hip, but was right back in May 2021 
sitting in her porch swing ready to have coffee 
with whoever came by for a chat. She was 
even asking to go again a week before she 
passed even though it was 40 degrees below 
zero, she would have gladly packed her little 
bag and gone "Just One More Time"!

Estella Margret lived an astonishing life, 
filled with people she loved and dearly loved 
her in return. She once mentioned to family 
that she had not really accomplished anything 
important and we assured her that she collected 
people and made each and everyone who sat 
with her a while know they were special, 
deserved respect and were loved. Now, that's 
an amazing accomplishment in our book.

Marg is survived by five children, Judy 
Fleming, of Fort Saint John, British Columbia; 
Beverly White and her spouse Floyd of Green 
Valley, Arizona; Tom Fulton and his spouse 
Cec of Toad River, British Columbia; Jim 
Fulton and his spouse Kanina of Toad River, 
British Columbia; and Sheri Fulton and Gary 
Dresser of Fort Saint John, British Columbia. 
She has eight surviving grandchildren (one 
preceded her in death), 12 great-grandchildren, 
and five great- great-grandchildren.

Our grief today will pass on to beautiful 
memories of a life well lived!

OBITUARIES
Charlotte Sizemore Mobley

June 7, 1948 ~ Feb. 4, 2022

Ronald Jack Hedge
Aug. 15, 1950 ~ Feb. 1, 2022

Estella Margret Fulton
Oct. 5, 1921 ~ Feb. 1, 2022

Charlotte 
Mobley

Estella 
Fulton

OBITUARY POLICY: 
The R io B lanco H erald Times chooses not to charge a publication fee for obituaries or death notices with a local connection to the county. It is our belief that publishing 

obituaries is a matter of public record and part of our responsibility as a newspaper to maintain a living record of our local history. This is made possible by our subscribers and 
supporters.  you nee  to submit an obituary or eath notice, please stop by the o fice or email editor@theheraldtimes.com

Ronnie 
Hedge

www.yourcommunityhospital.com
http://www.hullingermortuary.com
http://www.hullingermortuary.com
http://www.wrenergy.com
http://www.remindmagazine.com/rmcp
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Above, the Skull Creek fire abatement area.

VACCINE CLINICS COVID-19 TESTING

RBC Department of Public Health & Environment  •  970.878.9520 Meeker ∙ 970.878.9525 Rangely
https://rbc.us/282/Public-Health  •  Email: publichealth@rbc.us

Vaccinations for COVID-19 (ages 5 and up) and 
flu are available now. All insurance is accepted. 

COVID-19 vaccines are free of charge. 
No appointment is necessary at our 

walk-in vaccine clinics.

Please be advised that testing for COVID-19 is 
recommended for all symptomatic individuals (please 

see https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/
symptoms-testing/symptoms.html for list of symptoms), 
and all individuals who are exposed to a known case. It is 
advised to test 5 days after your last known exposure, or 
as soon as possible after you begin to develop symptoms. 

Testing is now available without an appointment. 
Drive up at the following times in Meeker and Rangely.

AT-HOME TESTING
Visit https://covid19.colorado.gov/covid-19-testing-at-home for info.

TRAVEL TESTING 
We o�er same day rapid molecular testing for $45 at Public Health. 
Please check travel requirements for your specific destination. 

This publication is supported by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) as part of a financial assistance award totaling $292,794.00 with 100 percent funding by 
CDC/HHS. The contents are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official views of, nor an endorsement, by CDC/HHS, or the U.S. Government.

BOOSTER DOSES
Booster doses are available in Colorado for anyone over 
the age of 12, as long as 5 months have passed since 
initial MRNA series (Pfizer or Moderna), or 2 months 
since initial Johnson & Johnson dose

1st, 2nd and booster doses of Moderna and Pfizer 
COVID vaccinations are available at all of our clinics. 

NEW WALK-IN VACCINE CLINIC SCHEDULE

TESTING IN
RANGELY 

DRIVE-UP, 101 E. MAIN ST.
Mondays 1pm-2pm

Wednesdays 10am-2pm
Friday 9-10am

Rapid tests not available on 
Wednesdays. 

VACCINES IN
RANGELY 
101 E. MAIN ST.

Wednesdays
12-5:30pm

TESTING IN 
MEEKER

DRIVE-UP, 200 MAIN ST. 
Mondays, Wednesdays and 

Fridays 10am-11am
Thursdays ONLY 10am-2pm

Rapid tests not available on 
Thursdays. 

VACCINES IN 
MEEKER
200 MAIN ST. 

Thursdays
12-5:30pm

RBC COVID-19 UPDATES

OTHER VACCINATIONS

CURRENT CASE COUNTS AND 
STATISTICS CAN BE FOUND ON THE 
RIO BLANCO COUNTY DASHBOARD. 

SCAN THE QR CODE OR VISIT
RBC.US/606/COVID-19-UPDATES

Please call to schedule an appointment 
for all other vaccines, including shingles, 

pneumonia, and childhood immunizations. 
Walk-ins for flu shots are welcome based 

on nurse availability.
CASE 

COUNTS

report commissioned by the DRMS notes 
the fire’s main vent ”had deposited creo-
sote over an area of 100 square feet.” It 
also said further abatement isn’t neces-
sary, but suggested further investigations 
into some vents still close to vegetation.
SKULL CREEK

On the west side of Rio Blanco 
County, the Skull Creek Fire offers an 
example of best-case-scenario outcome 
for a coal mine fire, as it is considered 
completely extinguished. Thanks to a rel-
atively easy access location, an abatement 
effort (also in 2016) proved successful 
after mass excavation, mixing/cooling of 
hot materials and regrading of the area. 
As of February 2018, DRMS report said 
“no active or dormant vents were discov-
ered, and no coal combustion or oxidation 
odors were noticed.” This is no small 
feat for what has long been described as 
an impossible task, especially for larger 
fires.
AXIAL/RINEAU 2

Two additional fires north of Meeker 
are at the Rineau Number 2 mine (6.5 
miles) and Axial Mine (18 miles) fires. 
The Rineau fire is the only mine fire in 
the state not fully assessed for risk by 
Tetra Tech’s 2018 report, which states 
“The Rienau Number 2 Mine Fire was not 
visited for this inventory at the request 
of the landowner.” Tetra did, however, 
estimate the fire to pose a “moderate risk” 
due to historical data indicating that fire 
activity had decreased since 2003, when 
the Meeker Fire Department extinguished 
a small brush fire that started at the base 

of the hill near the backfilled mine entry.
The Axial Coal Mine fire (also known 

as Streeter/Collom) which is in Moffat 
County inside the Colowyo Mines permit 
boundary, was listed at #5 of 38 for risk 
priority in 2018. Tetra gave the fire a 
risk score of 6.8 due to surface tempera-
tures exceeding 850 degrees Fahrenheit, 
proximity to Highway 13, and devel-
oping fractures. As it turned out, their 
assessment proved reasonable, as the 
underground fire sparked the Streeter Fire 
which prompted evacuations of Colowyo 
Coal Mine, shut down Highway 13 and 
burned roughly 1,600 acres.

The highest ranked hazard risks for 
fires as of 2018 were both in South 
Canyon near Glenwood Springs, with 
scores of 8.3 and 8.1.
ONGOING RISKS

Tetra Tech’s 2018 underground fires 
report notes that coal mine “susceptibility 
to change necessitates diligent monitor-
ing and engineered safeguards to pro-
tect human health and the environment.”  
Fires can, for example, change from “dor-
mant” and low risk to visibly-active and 
moderate or even high-risk, depending on 
what happens underneath the surface. As 
the flames consume coal underground, 
mine support structures and coal columns 
can collapse, destabilizing ground above 
to create sinkholes and other subsidence 
features. This type of unseen activity can 
also create new fractures that allow more 
oxygen to reach the fire, fueling it further.

In addition to the changing nature of 
existing fires, new fires can pop up in 
abandoned mines as coal oxidizes, caus-
ing spontaneous combustion. Wildfires, 
lightning strikes, and unsafe burning/

dumping practices have also been known 
to spark these kinds of fires.

Fire officials on the front range have 
said they are investigating coal mine fires 
as one potential source for the deadly 
Marshall Fire, which burned more than 
1,000 homes, the most destructive fire in 
state history. If investigators do pinpoint 
a coal mine fire as the cause, the conclu-
sion would echo 2002’s coal seam fire 
in Glenwood Springs, which burned 29 
homes and more than 12,000 acres.
PREPARATION IS KEY

Experts point out that these types of 
events, while concerning, aren’t worth 
losing sleep over, particularly when safe-
ty mitigation work has been done. “It’s 
just one of those deals where we could 
go and pick all kinds of those things out 
and it would just break us,” said Doug 
Overton, who served as an emergency 

first responder for decades, including 
about 10 years as Meeker’s Fire Chief. He 
recalled battling a fire north of Meeker 
that was believed to have been started by 
the Black Diamond Mine, though he and 
other local fire officials couldn’t pinpoint 
an exact date.

Tara Tafi said regular monitoring of 
coal mine fires also goes a long way to 
reduce risk. “We keep an eye on them to 
make sure whatever reclamation methods 
we’ve implemented have been effective, 
and thus far at Black Diamond it has 
been,” she said. 

On top of monitoring, Colorado will 
receive $10 million in new federal infra-
structure funding to combat the old fires, 
which could help extinguish more his-
toric fires for good. More on that in the 
Colorado Sun: Colorado gets $10 million 
federal money to fight coal fires like 
Marshall Mesa (coloradosun.com)

MINES: Skull Creek fire abatement successful, other fires still burning
u Continued from Page 1A

R O X IE FR O MAN G  PH O TO
The Rangely 4-H Council was awarded the 2021 Small Town America Civic 
Volunteer Award from CivicPlus. This a very prestigious award and the 
group placed in the top 100 national winners. This year CivicPlus had 700 
nominations from 49 states. In addition to the council’s award, Rangely 
4-H member and three-time Colorado State Fair Champion Cash Leisher-
Fromang was honored for “Outstanding Public Service  Volunteerism” by 
CivicPlus for Rio Blanco County. The 4-H Council and Cash each received a 
letter and certificate of recognition. The group will potentially be eligible 
for a volunteer service module to help organize others in their community 
to be of service. Millard Rose, CivicPlus Vice President, stated, “Your vol-
unteer’s service to your community is an inspiration to all, and is exactly 
what this award program had in mind when 
it was developed.”  The nominations came from Rio Blanco County 
Commissioner Jeff Rector and nominees 2020/2021 accumulated communi-
ty service and volunteer work was taken into consideration by CivicPlus. 

VOLUNTEER AWARD ...

http://www.rbc.us/282/Public-Health
https://www.rbc.us/606/COVID-19-Updates
https://www.theheraldtimes.com/fire-spurs-evacuation-of-colowyo-mine/rio-blanco-county/
https://coloradosun.com/category/news/wildfire/marshall-fire/
https://coloradosun.com/category/news/wildfire/marshall-fire/
https://www.postindependent.com/news/coal-seam-fire-memories-still-burning-a-decade-later/
https://www.postindependent.com/news/coal-seam-fire-memories-still-burning-a-decade-later/
https://coloradosun.com/2022/02/09/coal-fires-colorado-federal-stimulus-firefighting/
https://coloradosun.com/2022/02/09/coal-fires-colorado-federal-stimulus-firefighting/
https://coloradosun.com/2022/02/09/coal-fires-colorado-federal-stimulus-firefighting/


By TIFFANY 
JEHOREK

Special to the Herald 
Times

MEEKER I Meeker 
wrestling was once again at 
home — for the final time 
in 2022 — for the Meeker 
Duals.

“It was a step back 
from the meat grinder type 
tournaments that we have 
been competing in, even 
the Center tournament 
was a step back from what 
we have been doing, but 
there were still some tough 
kids there,” commented 

assistant coach Stryker 
Lane.

There were two pools. 
Pool A consisted of Delta, 
Hayden, Basalt, Coal Ridge 
and Meeker Gold.

Cowboys on the Meeker 
Gold team were Sklar 
Browning at 106 pounds, 
Owen Hannemann (120), 
Dawson Richardson (126), 
Trinden Powell (160), 
Teagan Sheridan (182), and 
Tate Kerchel (220).

Competing in Pool B 
was Grand Valley, Rangely, 
Olathe, Soroco and Meeker 
Black.

Cowboys on the Meeker 
Black team were Dillon 
Hobbs (106), Bo Muxlow 
(113), Trae Kennedy (120), 
Clay Crawford (126), Ty 
Goedert (132), Abe Maupin 
(138), Trevor Keys (145), 
Connor Blunt (152), 
Cade Blunt (160), Kelton 
Turner (170), Brendan 
Clatterbaugh (182), Judd 
Harvey (220).

“Our black team won 
the tournament and Meeker 
gold ended up ninth,” 
commented Lane.

Meeker Gold beat 
Soroco in the finals to take 
ninth and Meeker Black 
went 52-24 over grand 
valley, 72-12 over Olathe, 
61-12 over Rangely, 78-6 
over Soroco and in the 
finals 48-21 over Hayden 
to take first.

“It was a good weekend 
and we wrestled well and 
got out what we wanted 
from it,” said Lane, “and 
in a dual format we could 
manage how and who the 
kids wrestled; we got what 
we wanted out of it and we 
are looking good.”

The Cowboys have 
now entered the post 
season and are looking 
forward to regionals. The 
regional team will be Zeek 
Gianinetti (106), Muxlow, 
Kennedy, Crawford, 
Goedert, Maupin, Jake 
Blazon (145), Connor, 

Cade, Turner, Hayden 
Shults (195), Harvey, and 
Tanner Musser (HWT).

“We will be going 
down healthy and ready 
to wrestle hard; taking 14, 
a full team to regionals,” 
wrapped up Lane.

Meeker’s regional 
tournament will be hosted 
by Del Norte High School 
and will begin Friday at 
4 p.m., there will be one 
championship round and 
two consolation rounds. 
The tournament will pick 
back up Saturday at 10 a.m. 

As a team the Cowboys 

are sitting fourth in the 
rankings across the state 
and currently have 10 
ranked Cowboys: Kennedy 
is ranked fifth, Crawford 
(9), Goedert (4), Maupin 
(12), Connor (2), Cade (9), 
Turner (2), Clatterbaugh 
(5), Harvey (3), and Musser 
(3). 
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BANK OF THE 
SAN JUANS

222 W. Main, Rangely
970-675-2222

COLORADO CPA 
SERVICES

118 W. Main, Rangely
970-675-2222

W.C. STRIEGEL
17030 Hwy. 64, Rangely

970-675-8444

WENDLL'S WHITE 
RIVER ROASTERS
206 Market, Meeker

970-878-3688

YOUR 
BUSINESS 

HERE!
SPONSOR 

HOME TEAM 
COVE�GE!

BANK OF THE 
SAN JUANS

500 Main, Meeker
970-878-5073

COULTER 
AVIATION

Meeker
970-878-5045

MA FAMIGLIA
RESTAURANT

410 Market St., Meeker
970-878-4141

NORTHWEST AUTO 
SALES & SERVICE

485 Market St., Meeker
970-878-5026

WATT'S RANCH 
MARKET

271 E. Market, Meeker
970-878-5868

WENDLL'S WHITE 
RIVER ROASTERS

206 Market St., Meeker
970-878-3688

GO-FER
FOODS

812 Market St., Meeker
970-878-5381

WHITE RIVER 
ELECTRIC 

ASSOCIATION, INC.
233 Sixth St., Meeker

970-878-5041

YOUR 
BUSINESS 

HERE!
SPONSOR 

HOME TEAM 
COVE�GE!
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Regional wrestling starts Friday at Del Norte HS

MATT S CO G G IN S  PH O TO
Panther wrestlers wrapped up the regular season 
last weekend.

MATT S CO G G IN S  PH O TO
Meeker wrestlers are set 
for regionals this week-
end starting Friday. As 
a team the Cowboys are 
sitting in fourth and have 
10 ranked wrestlers.

Special to the Herald Times

RANGELY I This weekend the Panther wrestling team 
finished up their regular season with a home duel on Thursday 
and a duel tournament in meeker Saturday. Thursday night the 
Panthers hosted the Coalridge Titans. Prior to the matches a 
parent appreciation was shown. 

“I would like to thank all of the parents once again for all of 
the support they give and allowing their kids to be a part of such 
an amazing sport,” commented head coach JC Chumacero. 

The Panthers had a close dual and ended up coming away 
with a win in front of their home crowd. 

On Saturday the Panthers were in a pool with four other 
teams, facing off against Grand Valley, Soroco, Meeker varsity, 
and Olathe. 

“We started off the day with what felt to me, slow and 
sluggish,” said Chumacero. “We lost the dual but I believe it 
would have/should have been much more competitive had we 
wrestled to our full potential”. 

The Panthers rebounded, beating Soroco but then had a very 
difficult matchup against Meeker. “We lost the dual against 
Meeker, but I was very impressed with how we wrestled 
against a top ranked team,” commented Chumacero. 

The Panthers finished their pool defeating Olathe, and in the 
placing dual and the final dual they faced off against Coalridge 
once again. It was another close one but the Panthers fell short 
by one match. 

On the weekend Aydan Christian went 4-2, Kobey Chism 
4-2, Braxton Moore 3-1, Zane Varner 4-1, Alex Black 3-2, and 
Kasen LeBleu 1-4. Landon Carlson, Colton Stevens, Izaiah 
Moody, Brent Cantrell, and Joseph Adams came up short this 
weekend “but all wrestled close competitive matches” , said 
Chumacero. Byron Mackay did not wrestle this weekend as 
no teams had a heavyweight. Next weekend the Panthers will 
wrestle in Buena Vista at the regional tournament where the 
young men will try to place in the top four to qualify for the big 
show the following weekend at Ball Arena in Denver.

Panthers head 
to regionals

CHAMPS
OF THE WEEK

MEEKER COWBOY

CONNOR 
BLUNT

KEIHLIN 
MYERS

PANTHERS

MEEKER COWBOY

CONNOR 
BLUNT

trinden 
powell

COWBOYS

MHS WRESTLING

Senior Leader
4-0 Meeker Duals

RJSHS BASKETBALL

Led the panthers 
with 14 points, 11 
rebounds, five steals 
and four assists

MATT S CO G G IN S  PH O TO
The lady Panthers hosted Cedaredge for a league match on Saturday and lost 28-51. Mergelman led 
in scoring with 12, followed by Halcomb with seven, Scoggins and Ducey with four and Cantrell with 
one. Scoggins led in rebounding with nine followed by Mergelman with eight and Cantrell with seven. 
The Panthers have a busy week hosting Caprock on Thursday for senior night followed by Baggs on 
Friday and travel to North Park for another league matchup on Saturday.

PANTHERS LOSE TO CEDAREDGE ...

http://www.cncc.edu
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Special to the Herald Times

RANGELY I The 
Rangely boys’ varsity bas-
ketball team lost Saturday's 
home conference game 
against Cedaredge by a score 
of 58-50. The Panthers started 
slow but outscored the Bruins 
16-9 in the second quarter to 
carry a 24-22 lead into half-
time. Rangely and Cedaredge 
traded shots for much of 
the third quarter before the 
Bruins jumped out to a 10 
point lead entering the fourth 
quarter. That lead proved to 
be the Panthers demise as 
they couldn’t close the gap. 

“Cedaredge is a good 
team. Except for three min-
utes in the third quarter, I 
thought this was the best 
we’ve looked all season. I’m 
very proud of how hard these 
boys continue to work and 

improve,” stated coach Kyle 
Boydstun.  Keihlin Myers led 
the Panthers with 14 points, 
11 rebounds, 5 steals and 4 
assists. Fisher Winder con-
tributed 11 points and 3 three 
pointers, with Kevin Wren 
following with 8 points. The 
Panther “C” team pushed 
the Bruins to two over-
times before losing by only 
three points. On the JV side, 
Cedaredge got the victory.

Rangely has another busy 
weekend with upcoming 
home games against Caprock 
Academy on Thursday and 
Little Snake River on Friday. 
The Panthers travel to North 
Park on Saturday to wrap up 
league play. 

Panthers fall to Cedaredge Bruins 58-50

CO U R TES Y  PH O TO
Left, Panther Fisher 
Winder and right, Panther 
Kevin Wren.

By TIFFANY JEHOREK
Special to the Herald Times

MEEKER I  The Cowboys are on 
a 10-game win streak after two big wins 
this last weekend on the road, they have 
improved to 11-3 overall and are 6-1 in the 
league. 

They played Soroco, a non-league game, 
an extra game they picked up after the West 
Grand boys canceled their season.

“Both games this week we continued 
to play really well,” said head coach Klark 
Kindler.

Meeker was down early against Soroco, 
10-3, “we missed some open looks, but 
when someone hit a three pointer it took 
the lid off of the basket and we turned it 
around,” Kindler said.

“We shot well from the perimeter and it 
opened things up against their zone and our 
posts could operate in there and we pulled 
away in the second half,” commented 
Kindler. 

The final score was 71-46; Liam Deming 

and Zagar Brown each had 14 points, Ryan 
Sullivan scored 11 and Jace Mobley 10.

“We had very balanced scoring and 
their defense could not focus on just one 
player, they had to guard all five spots,” 
said Kindler.

Saturday, led by Deming with 20 points, 
Meeker came out big and maintained a huge 
lead over North Park. The final score was 
70-31.

Currently the Cowboys are sitting atop 
their league.

“We got help this weekend as Vail 
Mountain beat Vail Christian, and we are 
alone in first place,” commented Kindler, 
“our only league loss was early, before 
Christmas, to Vail Christian.”

This weekend Meeker travels to Baggs on 
Thursday to play Little Snake River, Friday 
they will be at home against Cedaredge 
which could be a league decision game. If 
the Cowboys win they will have sealed the 
league, but if Cedaredge wins, that puts the 
Cowboys in a five way tie in the league. 
After their big home game Friday they will 
play in DeBeque on Saturday.

Meeker Cowboys 6-1 in league basketball play

CO U R TES Y  PH O TO S
The Moffat County High School swim team finished up its season at the 2022 Southwest Girls Conference meet at Colorado Mesa University with prelimi-
naries on Friday and finals on Saturday. Swimmers swam individual as well as relay events Friday. The MCHS A Medley Relay (Vivian Brown, Natalie Lopez, 
Megan Neton, Sarah Johnson) and B Medley Relay (Wagner Brown, Kate Lockwood, Morgan Schacht, Jayden Hill) made it to finals on Saturday. Both Medley 
relays dropped times but just missed qualifying for state. The 200 Free Relay B (Kate Lockwood, Natalie Lopez, Maddy Caddy, Morgan Schacht) and A (Vivian 
Brown, Sarah Johnson, Vivian Brown, Megan Neton) also made it to finals. Again, dropping time but also just missing state qualification. MCHS Swim Team is 
coached by Melany Neton, practices at the Meeker Recreation Center and has four Meeker girls on the team.

FINAL SEASON MEET FOR MEEKER SWIMMERS ...

CO U R TES Y  PH O TO
MHS senior players, from left, are Flor Lujan, Hadley Franklin, Sarah Kracht, Hailey Knowles, Savannah 
Mendenhall and MyKayla Wille.

By TIFFANY JEHOREK
Special to the Herald Times

MEEKER I The lady Cowboys only had one game 
this week as they had previously played Soroco. This week 
they also traveled to North Park Saturday and suffered a 
tough 65-73 loss.

“Our team played well,” said head coach Jamie Rogers. 
“We just had some foul trouble we couldn’t overcome.”

North Park shot 31 free throws and made 29 of them, 
nearly half their points coming from Cowboy mistakes.

Hailey Knowles had another double-double with 11 
rebounds and 23 points. Sarah Kracht scored four points 
in the first half but in the second half “drove hard to the 
basket and made some breakaway layups and finished with 
22 points,” commented Rogers.

Ainsley Selle had seven rebounds and “a couple of great 
put backs off of offensive rebounds,” said Rogers, “and 
Hadley Franklin had one of her best games; she made some 
strong offensive moves and had some big rebounds.”

The lady Cowboys now sit 6-6 overall and 3-2 in the 
league. 

This week they look forward to three games and lots of 
action as they play Thursday in Baggs against Little Snake 
River, Friday they host Cedaredge, and then Saturday travel 
to Debeque.

Lady Cowboys drop one to North Park

CO U R TES Y  PH O TO
This season's senior players are, from left, Liam Deming, Peter Hanks, Zach 
Simonsen, Chakwah Brink and Zagar Brown.
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THEME: KINGS AND QUEENS
ACROSS
1 . O utback birds
5. Pilgrimage to Mecca

8. ell, to Sofia oren
1 2. Impose a tax
1 3 . N o way!
1 4 . Malicious burning

1 5. _ _ _ _  over
1 6. R adiant light
1 7. R an easily
1 8 . * " The K ing of S taten Island"  

star Pete
20. G oyim, alt. sp.
21 . Mork from O rk, e.g.
22. Common furniture wood

23 . " Der R ing des N ibelungen"  
composer
26. Petroleum product ( 2 words)
3 0. S hakespearean fuss
3 1 . L oan shark
3 4 . V illage People hit
3 5. City in France
3 7. S treet, in Paris
3 8 . S how in progress ( 2 words)
3 9 . Tiny purse
4 0. W as almost out of gas, e.g. 
( 2 words)
4 2. * First H  in H R H
4 3 . Type of bag
4 5. U nguarded
4 7. B rick and mortar carrier
4 8 . R esiz e a dress, e.g.
50. " For _ _ _ _  the B ell Tolls"
5 . et ix royal rama (  
words)
55. B ridal veil fabric
56. O ne who hoes
57. N ot far
59 . O rderly arrangement
60. Drunkard, slangily
61 . S tare
62. Country club pegs
63 . Drivers'  licenses, e.g.
64 . * 201 9  movie " Q ueen &  
_ _ _ _ "

DOWN
1 . N ot Moose or S hriner
2. Fitting reward
3 . Iris holder
4 . Forest spirit
5. G ingerbread sculpture
6. K itchen garb
7. * B illie _ _ _ _  K ing
8 . * Q ueens neighbor

9 . ES PN  trophy
1 0. Denials
1 1 . December 3 1 st, e.g.
1 3 . L owest points
1 4 . Plural of alga
1 9 . Intestinal obstruction
22. O pposite of their
23 . * Prince Charles'  domain
24 . Temples'  innermost 
sanctuaries
25. N ot stay in ( 2 words)
26. Perceive by touch
27. * The N B A' s K ansas City-
_ _ _ _  K ings ( 1 9 72-75)
28 . More unfriendly
29 . * L ate " L ive"  K ing of CN N
3 2. R ussia' s mountain range
3 3 . S eek a seat
3 6. * The last " king"  of R ussia
3 8 . Proprietor
4 0. * The _ _ _  Q ueen, regal 
chess character in " Through the 
L ooking G lass"
4 1 . Public disapproval
4 4 . Coz y and comfortable
4 6. Two of these do not make 
a right
4 8 . N ear the wind
4 9 . Potato soup partner, pl.
50. " S he _ _ _ _  a Y ellow R ibbon"
51 . Add to payroll
52. N ative of Thailand
53 . L ash mark
54 . Member of N ational S ocialist 
G erman W orkers'  Party
55. G iant pot
58 . " S hiny H appy People"  band

NEWS 3B

Obama
Washington

Roosevelt

Cleveland Kennedy

5
10

Jefferson

1. First African-American President; encourages students to  
    get a good education; likes basketball: Barack ________. 
2. One story tells that our first president never “told a lie” and  
     confessed to cutting down a cherry tree: George ________.
3. Family was poor, but he learned to read and write; loved books;  
    tallest president; fought to keep the nation united: Abraham ________.
4. First president to travel outside the U.S.; first American to win the 
    Nobel Peace Prize; Teddy Bear named for him: Theodore ________.
5. Became president 12 years after his father: George W. ________. 
6. Wrote most of the Declaration of Independence; designed his own home: Thomas ________.
7. President who served 2 terms not back-to-back; married in the White House: Grover ________.
8. First president to have his photo taken; had an alligator; kept a diary: John Quincy ________.
9. On the $50 bill; fought in Civil War where he was the first 4-star general: Ulysses S. ________.
10. Was governor of Arkansas; can play the saxophone: “Bill” ________.  
11. Never married; his niece went to the White House to be his hostess: James ________.
12. Five-star Army General; first president to ride in a nuclear-powered submarine: Dwight D. ________. 
13. Youngest elected president; set up the Peace Corps to help poor countries: John F. ________. 
14. At 13, took part in a Revolutionary War battle; was taken prisoner and slashed 
      with a sword for refusing to clean a British officer’s boots: Andrew ________.
15. His wife, Dolly, saved a favorite portrait of George Washington before the British
      attacked the city of Washington and burned down the White House: James ________.
16. He was inaugurated as President when he was 78 years old: Joe ________.   

     Read the clues below and fill in the puzzle 

Lincoln

Bush

Biden

Adams

Grant

Buchanan

Eisenhower

Jackson

Madison

Clinton

1

2

3 4

6

7

8

9

11
16

12

13

14
15

    Do you know which two U.S. presidents 
were born in February and have holidays 
on the calendar? Can you recognize them  
by their profiles, which you’ve probably
seen many times on coins?   

Presidents Day
     Fill in the blanks 
with the letters that 
spell the last names of 
these two presidents:

Pop
Quiz!

1. President  O __ a __ a

2. President  T __ u __ p 

LIBERTY

Cleveland

by their profiles, which you’ve probably

LIBERTY

IN 
GOD WE
TRUST

1

2 3
4

5

6 7

89

10

  1. Did you know that
     George Washington 
     was the

U.S. President?

 2. Who is on every penny and 
     five-dollar bill? Unscramble 
     the letters to find out:

A  M  A  R  B  H  A

N  I  C  N  L  O  L
__ __ __ __ __ __ __

__ __ __ __ __ __ __

3. Draw a line from the name to
    the number that tells each 
    president’s order in history.

1. George Washington
2. John F. Kennedy
3. Abraham Lincoln
4. Barack Obama
5. Joe Biden

4. Who might be our 50th president?

R = Red  B = Blue

Grover Cleveland was our 22nd and 24th President.

16
35
46
 1
44

Follow the color key to find out:

st

Presidential Number Challenges!

                     How many Presidents can you name? Get a pencil 
and paper, and gather your family or friends. Write down all the 
names you can think of, and then check your list to see if you 
named all of the U.S. presidents! (Note: Don’t forget that 
Grover Cleveland served as both the 22nd and 24th President.)

1. Ronald Reagan
2. Ulysses S. Grant
3. Abraham Lincoln
4. James E. Carter

  So put on your
Presidential hat...
um...I mean your 
thinking cap and 
get into the games!

  Wow! 
That’s 
tough...

1. Circle the name of 
    Thomas Jefferson’s
    home.
2. Put an “X” on the 
    presidential home
    used for relaxing.

4. Underline
    George Washington’s 
    home.

Camp David White House

Monticello

Mount Vernon

  Presidents had 
other careers  
before leading the 
nation. Fill in this 
crossword with 
their jobs: lawyer

1.

2.
3. 3. Draw a square 

    around the house
    where the President
    lives.

  Read the four names 
of Presidential homes 
on the right, then:

  The Lincoln kids kept my great, great, great, great 
grandfather as a pet in the                     White House.

  A few of our
cousins lived 
there too!

soldier

actor
farmer

4.

What Did They Do? Where Did They Live?   
Challenge

  Puzzle!

Harding, Coolidge,

Cleveland, Harrison,

Fillmore, Pierce

B

B B

B
B

B
B B

B

B B
B
B
B B

B
B
B

B
B
B
B
B

B
R
R
RR

R
R
R

R

R R
R
R
R

R
R

R
R

R
R
R
RR

R
R

B B B BB R R

R R

R R

R R
B B

B

B B

B

B B RR RR  N
ew

sp
ap
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un
! C
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nn
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LC

 ©
 2
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2

Newspaper Fun!
www.readingclubfun.com

  

Annimills LLC © 2022 V7

 Kids: color
  stuff in!

Check out your library for cool... ...books about the Presidents’ lives.

LIBERTY

2022

with the last name of the correct President:
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PUBLIC NOTICES

A CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 
TO  W H O M IT MAY  CO N CER N , and, 
particularly, to the electors of the 
R io B lanco Fire Protection District                                                 
of  R io B lanco County, Colorado.
N O TICE IS  H ER EB Y  G IV EN  that an 
election will be held on the 3 rd day of May 
2022 between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 
7:00 p.m.  At that time, two ( 2)  directors will 
be elected to serve 3 -year terms and one 
( 1 )  director will be elected to serve a 1 -year 
term.  Eligible electors of the R io B lanco 
Fire Protection District interested in serving 
on the board of directors may obtain a S elf-
N omination and Acceptance form from the 
District Designate  Election O ficial (DEO)  
Cassandra Denney
R io B lanco Fire Protection District

24 0   7th S t. /  PO  B ox 73 7
Meeker, CO   8 1 64 1
9 70-8 78 -3 4 4 3

The O fice o  the DEO is open on the 
following days: Mon –  Fri from 8 :00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m.    
The deadline to submit a S elf-N omination 
and Acceptance is close of business on 
Friday, February 25, 2022  ( not less than 67 
days before the election) .  

fi a it o  ntent To e  rite n
Candidate forms must be submitted to the 
o fice o  the esignate  election o ficial by 
the close of business on Monday, February 
28 , 2022  ( the sixty-fourth day before the 
election) .
N O TICE IS  FU R TH ER  G IV EN , an 
application for an absentee ballot shall be 
file  with the esignate  election o ficial no 
later than the close of business on Tuesday 
preceding the election May 3 , 2022. 
/s/ Cassandra Denney, DEO
Published: February 3  and 1 0, 2022
R io B lanco H erald Times

CALLS FOR NOMINATION & ELECTION NOTICES

The Meeker Herald
125 years ago

• The Valentine ball 
next Monday will be a 
masquerade and tickets 
are now on sale at the post 
office.

• Dr. Sampson, state 
organizer for the Woodmen 
of the World, arrived in town 
Sunday evening and spent 
most of the week organizing 
a lodge of that society here.  

The Meeker Herald
100 years ago

• Mrs. Bert Taylor 
entertained at a house party 
given for her friends at the 
ELC Ranch Tuesday and 
Wednesday.   

• Terry Miller recently 
wrote an article about the 
importance of the cattle 

business and it was exhibited 
in the Denver Record-
Stockman.

The Meeker Herald 
50 years ago

• Meeker high school 
will be represented by 5 
wrestlers, who left yesterday 
with their coaches to attend 
the State Class AA Wrestling 
tournament in Aurora. 

• The annual march 
of Dimes drive is now 
underway and Mrs. Bryce 
Purkey, county chairman, 
anticipated a goal of $400 to 
be reached by the end of the 
month towards birth defects 
research and awareness. 

The Meeker Herald 
25 years ago

• The Bowling Brats, 
Meeker YABA bowling 

league, bowled its annual 
youth/adult tournament this 
past Sunday at White River 
Bowl. 

• The Meeker 
Sportsmen’s Club will 
hold their annual Winter 
Rendezvous Blackpowder 
Shoot this Saturday.

Rangely Times 
50 years ago

• Mrs. Joanna Martin will 
head the 1972 Heart Fund 
Campaign in Rangely’s local 
drive against heart and blood 
vessel diseases.

• The community of 
Rangely has advanced the 
search for better ways of 
treating life-threatening 
kidney disease through a 
people-to-people effort on 
behalf of a local boy who 
once played tackle on the 
Rangely High School 

football team. 

Rangely Times 
25 years ago

• In a move to make 
the annual Chamber 
feast more accessible to 
everyone, the Rangely 
Area Chamber of 
Commerce board decided 
to replace the Crab Crack 
with a new theme. “A 
taste of Rangely” echoes 
food festivals promoted 
by larger towns and 
cities, and local chefs will 
have the opportunity to 
showcase their talents.

• Ten free Colorado 
blue spruce trees will be 
given to each person who 
joins The National Arbor 
Day Foundation during 
February 1997.

DAYS GONE BY

#93

A CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
TO  W H O M IT MAY  CO N CER N , and, 
particularly, to the electors of the Artesia 
Fire Protection District of Moffat County, 
Colorado.
N O TICE IS  H ER EB Y  G IV EN  that an 
election will be held on the 3 rd day of May, 
2022, between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 
7:00 p.m. At that time ( 3 )  three directors will 
be elected to serve 3 -year terms.
Eligible electors of the Artesia Fire 
Protection District interested in serving on 
the board of directors may obtain a S elf-
N omination and Acceptance form from the 
District Designate  Election O ficial (DEO)
L aurance Elarton
PO  B ox 3 9 , 3 01  S tegasauras FW Y
Dinosaur, CO  8 1 61 0
9 70-3 74 -24 4 4  or 9 70-58 0-24 3 9
artesiafire ept gmail.com
The O fice o  the DEO is open on the 
following days: B y Appointment from 1 0 
a.m. to 2 p.m.
The deadline to submit a S elf-N omination 
and Acceptance is close of business 
( 5:00pm)  on February 25, 2022 ( not less 
than 67 days before the election.)

fi a it o  ntent To e  rite n 
Candidate forms must be submitted to the 

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF MEEKER

CANCELLATION OF MUNICIPAL 
ELECTION

APRIL 5, 2022
To: The Electors of the Town of Meeker, 
Colorado
Please take notice that the regular 
Municipal Election of April 5th 2022 has 
been canceled by resolution of the Town 
B oard of Trustees. As provided by the laws 
of the S tate of Colorado and ordinance 
of the Town of Meeker, the Town B oard 
of Trustees has determined to cancel the 
election since there are no more candidates 
than o fices to be fille  at the municipal 
election, inclu ing write in can i ates filing 
a fi a its o  intent to hol  o fice.
If you have any q uestions regarding the 
cancellation of the municipal election, you 
may contact the Town Clerk, L isa Cook, at 
the Meeker Town H all, telephone number 
( 9 70)  8 78 -4 9 62.
Dated this 2nd day of February 2022.
Town of Meeker
L isa Cook, Town Clerk
Published: February 1 0 and 1 7, 2022
R io B lanco H erald Times

A CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
TO  W H O M IT MAY  CO N CER N , and, 
particularly, to the electors of the R angely 
H ospital District of R io B lanco County( ies) , 
Colorado. N O TICE IS  H ER EB Y  G IV EN  that 
an election will be held on the 3 rd day of 
May, 2022, between the hours of 7:00 a.m. 
and 7:00 p.m. At that time, 2 directors will 
be elected to serve 3 -year terms. Eligible 
electors of the R angely H ospital District 
interested in serving on the board of 
directors may obtain a S elf- N omination 
and Acceptance form from the District 
Designate  Election O ficial (DEO)  o i 
Dillon R angely H ospital District 225 Eagle 
Crest Drive R angely, CO  8 1 64 8  9 70-675-
4 5 The O fice o  the DEO is open on 
the following days: Monday - Friday from 
9  a.m. to 5 p.m. The deadline to submit a 
S elf-N omination and Acceptance is close 
of business on Friday, February 25, 2022 
at 3 :00pm ( not less than 67 days before 
the election) . If the DEO  determines that 
a S elf-N omination and Acceptance form 
is not su ficient, the eligible elector who 
submitted the form may amend the form 
once, at any time, prior to close of business 
on Monday, February 28 , 2022. Earlier 
submittal is encouraged as the deadline 
will not permit curing an insu ficient orm. 

fi a it o  ntent to e  rite n Can i ate 
orms must be submitte  to the o fice o  the 
esignate  election o ficial by the close o  

business on Monday, February 28 , 2022 
at 3 :00pm ( the sixty-fourth day before the 
election) . N O TICE IS  FU R TH ER  G IV EN , 
an application for an absentee ballot 
shall be file  with the esignate  election 
o ficial no later than the close o  business 
on Tuesday preceding the election, April 
6, 0 . angely ospital District o i 

Dillon  Designate  Election O ficial oste  
1 /27/2022, 02/03 /2022 and 2/1 0/2022 
R io B lanco H erald Times and R angely 
District H ospital website B etween 75-1 00 
days before a regular election, the DEO  
shall provide public notice of a call for 
nominations. The call must state the o fices 
to be voted upon, where to obtain a self-
nomination form, deadline for submittal of 
said form, and information on obtaining an 
absentee ballot. Due to the enactment of 
S B 21 -262, starting with the May 3 , 2022, 
regular elections, special districts must: 1 .)  
perform notice of the Call for N ominations 
in 2 ways, depending on the type of special 
district. 2.)  metropolitan districts created 
after 1 /1 /2000 must provide the notice to 
each registered elector via email or mail in 

BID REQUEST
Piceance Weed and Pest District

Aerial Spraying and Hand Spraying of 
Pesticides

The Piceance W eed and Pest District is 
soliciting bids for pesticide aerial spraying 
and pesticide hand spraying. B id packets 
are available by calling Chris U phoff at 
9 70-274 -09 69  or email tcuphoff@msn.com. 
Mailed bids are due to the B oard of County 
Commissioners, P.O . B ox 59 9 , Meeker, CO  
8 1 64 1 , no later than 4 :00 p.m. on February 

addition to a second form of notice. 3 .)  all 
other special districts ( including metropolitan 
istricts organi e  prior to anuary 1, 000) 

must make publication in addition to a 
second form of notice. Metropolitan districts 
organi e  a ter anuary 1, 000  1. Must 
email or mail the Call for N ominations notice 
to all email addresses or mailing addresses 
( if no email address is known)  found in 
the Clerk &  R ecorder list( s)  of district 
electors registered as of 1 50 days prior to 
the election. and one of the following 2. i. 
publication, as efine  at 1 13.5 501( ) ii. 
including the notice as a prominent part of a 
newsletter, annual report, billing insert, billing 
statement, letter, voter information card or 
other notice of election, or other information 
mailing sent by the metropolitan district 
to the eligible electors of the metropolitan 
district iii. posting the information on the 
o ficial website o  the o ficial website o  the 
metropolitan district iv. for districts with < 
than 1 ,000 eligible electors in a county with 
a population of less than 3 0,000, posting the 
notice in 3  places within district boundaries 
an  the clerk  recor er’s o fice through the 
day the after the Call for N ominations closes. 
C. .S. 1 13.5 501(1.7) ll other special 
district types and metropolitan districts 
organi e  be ore anuary 1, 000  1. Must 
pro i e notice by publication, as efine  at 
1 13.5 501( ) an  one o  the ollowing . a. 

Mailing the notice, at the lowest cost option, 
to each address at which one or more active 
registered electors of the local government 
resi es as specifie  in the registration list 
provided by the county clerk and recorder 
as of the date that is 1 50 days prior to 
the date of the regular local government 
election ( see above)  b. including the notice 
as a prominent part of a newsletter, annual 
report, billing insert, billing statement, letter, 
voter information card or other notice of 
election, or other information mailing sent 
by the metropolitan district to the eligible 
electors of the metropolitan district c. posting 
the in ormation on the o ficial website o  
the the district d. for districts with < than 
1 ,000 eligible electors in a county with a 
population of less than 3 0,000, posting the 
notice in 3  places within district boundaries 
an  the clerk  recor er’s o fice through the 
day after the Call for N ominations closes. 
C. .S. 1 13.5 510(1.5 Di ision o  ocal 
G overnment –  Department of L ocal Affairs 
–  2022 Election S D-6 R evised 1 1 /22/2021
Published: February 1 0 and 1 7, 2022
R io B lanco H erald Times

o fice o  the esignate  election o ficial by 
the close of business on Monday, February 
28 , 2022 ( the sixty fourth day before the 
election.)
N O TICE IS  FU R TH ER  G IV EN , an 
application for an absentee ballot shall be 
file  with the esignate  election o ficial no 
later than the close of business on Tuesday 
preceding the election, April 26, 2022.
/s/ L aurance Elarton
Designate  Election O ficial
Published: February 1 0, 2022
R io B lanco H erald Times

PAYROLL ACCOUNTS PAYABLE
TOWN OF MEEKER
1/31/22
GENERAL FUND
Town of Meeker, Payroll = PD 
S upplemental, $57,259 .4 8
CR A, Emp. R etirement - PD, $3 ,4 55.04
CR A, Emp. R etirement, $8 ,205.9 0
CR A, Emp. L oan Payments, $1 ,4 26.59
CEB T, H ealth, Dental, V ision &  L ife Ins., 
$23 ,3 29 .1 7
Emp. W ithholding, Federal W ithholding, 
$5,4 3 1 .8 8
Emp. W ithholding, S tate W ithholding, 
$2,03 7.00
Emp.W ithholding, Medicare W ithholding, 
$2,21 4 .3 6
Emp. W ithholding, S S  W ithholding, 
$5,74 5.74
MH R C, Emp. Donation, $1 7.50
S tandard Ins, Co., L ife/AD& D Ins., 
$1 ,01 3 .1 4
W ashington N ational Ins., Cancer Ins., 
$9 6.1 2

tmos, an. atural as, 1,6 .41
All Copy Products, Dec. Monthly L ease, 
$3 8 3 .8 7
All Copy Products* , Copier L ease, $3 8 3 .8 7
Century L ink, Dec. Phone S vc., $263 .8 5
Chipper’ s Downtown* , Appetiz ers for 
R etirement Party, $4 20.00
CIR S A, Detainee Med., Comm. S vc. &  
O ccup, $3 ,4 8 3 .3 5
CIR S A* , Insurance Addition 2020 Ford 
E-1 50, $1 6.53
CM S , an. ostage, 59.45
Community Counts, 2022 Membership 
Dues, $1 00.00
Cox, K asey* , Annual W ebsite H osting &  
S S L  Cert., $1 73 .9 9
Curtis B lue L ine* , U niform Pants &  S hirts / 
PD, $4 4 5.3 0
Dana S afety S upply Inc., Patrol V eh. U plift / 
PD, $9 ,607.00
E war , ay tty., Muni u ge S c., 
$3 25.00
Elevation Cakes* , Cupcakes for R etirement 
Party, $8 3 .9 7
Excel Fire Protection, R epair L eaking Fire 
S prinkler / B ldg., $702.50

entity raphics C , e ecti e Truck 
L ettering / PD;  B anner, $63 8 .22
International Institute of Muni, Annual 
Membership / Clerk, $1 1 5.00
ason’s utomoti e, ater ump, 

Thermostat &  Coolant, $3 65.3 5
ason’s utomoti e, 4 ew Tires 016 

Interceptor / PD, $9 4 2.52
McG uire Auto* , Alternator for G rader / PW , 
$1 9 6.25

Meeker Chamber, Annual S upport, 
$60,000.00
Mountain Cross Engineering, Engineering 
5th S t. S idewalks, $5,4 4 0.00
Muni Code, Annual Fee for H osting O nline 
Code, $4 08 .00
MV B  - V IS A, Tiles 3 rd Floor / B ldg.;  
Christmas Party;  Meals Trng., L odging / 
PD, $3 ,64 6.77

etworking o  the ockies, an. T 
S upport, $2,000.00
N orthwest Auto, 2 N ew Tires 2000 Dump 
Truck / PW , $3 3 4 .3 8
Ols ewski, Massih  Maurer , an. egal 
Fees, $2,4 3 1 .00
O erton ecycling, an. ecycling 
Contributions, $625.00
O erton ecycling , an. Trash S c., 
$24 7.00
Praters Plumbing &  H eating, Plumbing 
R epair / Animal S helter, $570.00
R B  H erald Times* , L egal Publication, 
$9 3 .00

C leet Management , an. uel, 
$3 ,029 .67
R B C H istorical S ociety, S ponsorship 
for 2022 Meeker Mustang Makeover, 
$5,000.00

C CT Dept., an. nternet S c., 164.00
R B C S ales &  U se Tax Adj.* , Dec. S ales 
Tax Adjustment, $1 6,1 56.07

C Sheri ’s O fice, 1st Qtr. Dispatch 
S vc., $20,000.00

ocky Mountain eser e, an. Monthly 
Admin Fee, $79 .1 0
R ocky Mtn. R eserve* , H R A Monthly 
R eimbursement, $3 ,78 9 .3 6

nion Telephone, an. Cell hone S c., 
$555.1 6
U S  Postmaster, PO  B ox R ental / Election, 
$1 3 0.00
W estS lope Consulting, L TD., Asbestos 
R eport for Town H all, $1 ,050.00
W hite R iver Distributing, B ottle W ater, 
$4 0.50
W hite R iver Electric, Dec. Electricity, 
$2,8 4 8 .07
Y our Parts H aus, Couplings, $1 4 .1 9
Total General Fund: $259,211.62
WATER FUND
Town of Meeker, Payroll, $1 6,54 0.4 8
CCO ER A, Emp. R etirement, $2,4 9 3 .00
CCO ER A, Employee L oans, $653 .4 7
CEB T, H ealth, Dental, V ision &  L ife Ins., 
$6,9 1 1 .26
Emp. W ithholding, S S  W ithholding, 
$2,8 1 3 .9 2
Emp. W ithholding, Medicare W ithholding, 
$658 .06
Emp. W ithholding, Federal W ithholding, 

TOWN OF RANGELY
Check Register

January-22
VENDOR, AMOUNT, DESCRIPTION
AED AU TH O R ITY , 1 9 4 0.00, Expenses
AFL AC, 254 .51 , Payroll Deduction
AG N C, 2500.00, Expenses
AL L  CO PY  PR O DU CTS  IN C, 8 9 7.67, 
Expenses
AMAZ O N  CAPITAL  S ER V ICES , 527.9 1 , 
Expenses
APCO  IN TER N ATIO N AL  IN C, 3 4 5.00, 

Expenses
AR AMAR K , 9 7.9 6, Expenses
AV -TECH , 1 65.50, Expenses
B O Y -K O  S U PPL Y  CO , 1 72.8 6, 
Expenses
C D E , E E, 40.00, 
Expenses
CAN Y O N  PIN TADO  V ETER IN AR Y  
CL IN IC, 254 .3 5, Expenses
CAS EL L E IN C, 1 4 1 8 .00, S oftware 
S upport
CCN C IN C, 1 00.00, Expenses
CEB T, 3 53 76.58 , L ife Insurance
CEN TU R Y L IN K , 1 705.66, 
Communication
CIMAR R O N  TEL ECO MMU N ICATIO N S  
L L C, 55.00, Communication
CIR S A, 28 1 9 2.4 5, Expenses
CL U B  20, 200.00, Expenses
CO L O R ADO  MU N ICIPAL  L EAG U E, 
1 4 61 .00, Expenses
CO L O R ADO  R U R AL  W ATER  AS S N , 
3 00.00, Expenses
CO L U MN  S O FTW AR E PB C, 62.9 1 , 
Expenses
CO X , MAR Y B EL , 4 0.00, Expenses
D V DSO , DO D , 100.00, Council 
S tipend
DIR ECTV , 4 75.50, W R V  Expenses
DU CEY ’ S  EL ECTR IC, 1 6768 .59 , Expenses
EATO N  S AL ES  &  S ER V  ICE, 4 3 5.50, 
Expenses
EL L IS , K EEL Y , 1 00.00, Council S tipend
EMC PL U MB IN G  &  H EATIN G  IN C, 
3 09 7.4 0, Expenses
FB I-L EEDA, 1 220.00, Expenses
FER G U S O N  W ATER W O R K S , 1 58 .8 0, 
Expenses
FIDEL ITY  ADV IS O R  FU N DS , 1 9 064 .9 9 , 
Payroll Deduction
FIR S T B AN K CAR D, 53 21 .1 1 , Expenses
FPPA, 8 8 3 .09 , PD Insurance
G IO V AN N IS  ITAL IAN  G R IL L , 9 6.52, 
Expenses
G L O B AL  CH EMICAL S , 3 01 00.8 5, 
Expenses
G R AN G ER , AL IS A, 1 00.00, Council 
S tipend
H AMB L IN , TIR Y N N , 4 0.00, Expenses
H IL TO N , K EL L ER , 4 0.00, Expenses
H IR ER IG H T IN C, 1 1 65.50, Expenses

 COO E COM , 74.45, Expenses
K IN N EY , K IMB ER , 3 7.25, Expenses

$1 ,3 8 0.59
Emp. W ithholding, S tate W ithholding, 
$8 73 .00
MH R C, Employee Donation, $1 7.50
S tandard Ins. Co., L ife/AD& D Ins., $3 1 8 .66
W ashington N ational Ins., Cancer Ins., 
$9 8 .1 3
U S  Postmaster, W ater B illing Pstg., $224 .00
All Copy Products, Dec. Monthly L ease, 
$8 4 .26
All Copy Products* , Copier L ease, $8 4 .26

tmos, an. atural as, 863.33
Century L ink, Dec. Phone S vc., $1 9 .51
CIR S A, O ccup. AD& D Insurance, $58 .75
CM S , an. ostage, 160.59
Craig Colorado, W ater Test, $9 0.00
ason’s utomoti e, ater ump, 

Thermostat &  Coolant, $3 65.3 4
McG uire Auto* , Alternator for G rader / PW , 
$1 9 6.25
Muni Code, Annual Fee for H osting O nline 
Code, $72.00
MV   V S , hone S c.  O fice Supplies, 
$4 4 .04
N orthwest Auto, 2 N ew Tires 2000 Dump 
Truck / PW , $3 3 4 .3 8

C leet Management , an. uel, 
$677.64

C CT Dept., an. nternet S c., 36.00
ocky Mountain eser e, an. Monthly 

Admin Fee, $20.9 0
R ocky Mtn. R eserve* , H R A Monthly 
R eimbursement, $1 ,1 3 1 .8 8

nion Telephone, an. Cell hone S c., 
$9 0.1 0
W hite R iver Electric, Dec. Electricity, 
$2,9 3 9 .8 3
Total Water Fund: $40,251.13
Total All Funds: $299,462.75
Published: February 1 0, 2022
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K O K O PEL L I AN IMAL  H O S PITAL , 8 9 .56, 
Expenses
MAIL  S ER V ICES , 9 9 9 .08 , S ervices
MO O N  L AK E EL ECTR IC AS S N , 
1 1 8 9 6.58 , Electricity
MO U N TAIN  W ES T/MO U N TAIN  AL AR M, 
53 .20, Expenses
N EL S O N , K O DI R AE, 1 00.00, Council 
S tipend
N ETW O R K S  U N L IMITED, 263 5.1 0, 
S upport/S ervices
N ICH O L S  S TO R E, 208 .59 , Expenses
PIER IN G , L IS A, 4 0.00, Expenses
PIN N ACO L  AS S U R AN CE, 1 60.00, 
Expenses
PIPEL IN E TES TIN G  CO N S O R TIU M, 
1 9 1 5.00, Expenses
PITN EY  B O W ES  IN C, 4 8 .4 4 , Expenses
PR ATER ’ S  PL U MB IN G  &  H EATIN G , 
1 58 .00, Expenses
PS I W ATER  TECH N O L O G IES  IN C, 
1 222.9 6, Expenses
Q U IL L  CO R PO R ATIO N , 1 58 .9 0, 
Expenses
R AN G EL Y  AR EA CH AMB ER , 700.00, 
Expenses
R AN G EL Y  AU TO  PAR TS  &  S U PPL Y , 
1 4 8 9 .74 , Expenses
R AN G EL Y  H AR DW AR E, 2252.9 6, 
Expenses
R AN G EL Y  S CH O O L  FO U N DATIO N  IN C, 
1 58 9 6.61 , S ales Tax Funding
R AN G EL Y  TR AS H  S ER V ICE, 9 63 .28 , 
S ervices
R AN G EL Y , TO W N  O F, 729 5.4 2, U tilities
R IO  B L AN CO  CO U N TY , 4 3 1 79 .9 0, 
Expenses
R IO  B L AN CO  CO U N TY  AB S TR ACT, 

1 1 1 1 .00, Expenses
R O B IE, TR EY , 1 00.00, Council S tipend
S AL T L AK E W H O L ES AL E S PO R TS , 
1 561 .8 0, Expenses
S B T IN TER N ET, 4 5.00, Expenses
S CH MEU S ER  G O R DO N  MEY ER  IN C, 
6704 .79 , Expenses
S EN ER G Y  B U IL DER S  L L C, 3 8 56.3 6, 
Expenses
S G S  ACCU TES T IN C, 3 4 0.54 , Expenses
S H AFFER , AN DR EW , 1 50.00, Council 
S tipend
S IMS , TER ES A, 1 50.00, Expenses
S N O W S H O E EN G IN EER IN G  CO MPAN Y , 
1 073 5.00, Expenses
S TAN DAR D IN S U R AN CE CO MPAN Y  R C, 
74 5.73 , L ife Insurance
S U MMIT EN ER G Y  L L C, 8 9 4 20.3 0, G as 
Transmission/Tra nsport
TR AN S U N IO N  R IS K  &  AL TER N ATIV E, 
75.00, S ervices
U N CC, 7.9 2, S ervices
U S A B L U EB O O K , 29 8 .1 3 , Expenses
V ER IZ O N  W IR EL ES S , 71 6.8 7, Expenses
V IR TU AL  ACADEMY , 3 9 0.00, Expenses
W .A.R .M., 209 7.8 4 , Expenses
W EB B ER , TIMO TH Y , 1 00.00, Council 
S tipend

EST, T O  , 50.00, Expenses
W EX  B AN K , 4 261 .07, Fuel
W H ITE R IV ER  MAR K ET, 57.67, Expenses

C E , E , 300.00, u ge’s ee
W R B  R EC &  PAR K  DIS TR ICT, 4 3 .75, 
Expenses
370,369.00
Published: February 1 0, 2022
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1 8 , 2022. If hand delivered, the bids are 
due no later than 1 1 :00 a.m. on February 
22, 2022 to the County Commissioners, 
County Administration B uilding, 555 
Main S treet, Meeker, CO . The bids will 
be opened according to the agenda on 
February 22, 2022. All bids must be clearly 
marked Piceance W eed and Pest B id with 
“ Pesticide Aerial S praying or Pesticide 
H and S praying”  on the outside of the bid.
Published: February 1 0 and 1 7, 2022
R io B lanco H erald Times
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Your Locally-owned Internet Service Provider
Meeker & Rangely • (970)878-4421

BUSINESS & SERVICE 

HELP WANTED

ADA/EOE
Subject to change at any time!
For details and an application, 

please visit our website at 
meeker.k12.co.us/domain/10

or Meeker School District 
Administration at 555 Garfield 

St., Meeker, CO

970-878-9040

Employment Opportunities

MEEKER
SCHOOL
DISTRICT 
RE-1

Meeker High School
· Head Track Coach

  

PIONEERS MEDICAL
CENTER

With the growth of Pioneers Medical 
Center and Colorado Advanced Othopedics 
Sports Medicine & Spine, we are excited to 
�ll several positions. To see the full list of 

open positions, visit our website or scan the 
code below.

Complete an application online by 
scanning the code or by navigating 

to pioneershospital.org

EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES

Please visit www.rbc.us or R io 
B lanco County H R  at 555 Main 

S treet, Meeker, CO . 9 70-8 78 -9 570
ADA/EO E

AGENDAS & HEARINGS

BOARDS AND 
COMMISSIONS

Volunteer Opportunities
The following B oards have posi-
tions available. If you are inter-
ested in serving on one or more 
of the following B oards, please 
complete an Application for B oard 
or Commission and return to:  H R , 
PO  B ox i, Meeker, CO   8 1 64 1  or 
hr@rbc.us, 9 70-8 78 -9 570. The 
Application can be found at the 
rbc.us website under Elected 
O ffices &  B oards.  

•  B uilding B oard of Appeals
•  B oard of H ealth
•  Citiz ens R eview Panel
•  Columbine Park B oard
•  Community S ervices B lock 
G rant B oard ( Min. 
req uirements)
•  Council on Aging B oard
•  Extension Advisory B oard
•  Fair B oard
•  Fairgrounds B oard
•  H istoric Preservation B oard
•  L odging Tax B oard, R ng
•  Planning Commission
•  R angely L ibrary B oard
•  W eed Management 

EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES
Full-time Recreation 
(Aquatics) Coordinator
- Medical, Dental & Vision 
Benefits
- PTO & Illness Leave, 
Holiday Pay, PERA 
Retirement
- $15.97 to $23.83/hour

Part-time Childcare
Attendant
- Non-benefitted
- $12.56-$15.60/hr
- M-Th, 8:30 a.m. to noon
- Must be 16 years of age

Fitness-Specialty 
Instructor
- $15.97-$25.72 per hour
- Not Certified? Mentorship 
Program available. 
Will train to be fitness 
instructor.

For details and an application, 
go to ERBMRec.com or 101 Ute 
Road, Meeker. 970-878-7417. 

EOE

Justin Floors Inc
970.618.2380
justintime6955@msn.com

· · ·
www.justinfloorsinc.com

Carpet · Luxury Vinyl
Hardwood · Tile

Quartz & Granite Countertops

QUALITY & EXPERIENCE

AUTOMOTIVE BODY
SHOP MANAGER

▸ W ork with Cook, a premier 
employer in the Y ampa V alley since 
1 9 62.
▸ Manage the daily operation of a 
busy body shop
▸ G enerous pay plan
▸ Excellent benefits package 
including 4 01 k and year-end bonus
▸ Must have 3  years of body shop 
experience

Contact S cott Cook
scott@cookchevrolet.com

9 70-8 24 -21 00
1 776 W  V ictory W ay, Craig, CO

MEEKER SANITATION DISTRICT
S EN IO R  CITIZ EN  S EW ER  R ATE 

R EDU CTIO N  PR O G R AM
If you live in a household with one family 
member who is 65 years or older, as shown 
by a state issued drivers license or ID, 
birth certificate, school recor s, military 
discharge documents, or other supporting 
documentation acceptable to the Meeker 
S anitation District, you may q ualify for a 
reduced sewer rate. Eligible households 
will receive a discount on their sewer bill 
each month.
To q ualify for the program, the total gross 
family income for all residents of the 
household must be less than $1 ,8 8 6.77 
per month or $22,64 1 .21  per year as 
evidenced by the federal income tax 
returns for all household members for the 
year 0 1.  you are not require  to file an 
income tax return, please provide copies of 
all income including 2022 S ocial S ecurity 
statement received by the household for 
the year 2021 .
If you have been previously enrolled in this 
program, the Meeker S anitation District 
has your proo  o  age on file an  will only 
req uire that you provide the income tax 
return or written proof of income. In order to 
q ualify for the program please provide the 
Meeker S anitation District with the req uired 
information no later than May 3 0 th of each 
year. Y our reduction will become effective 
the following month after the information 
req uired is presented to the Meeker 
S anitation District.
If you have any q uestion or need further 
in ormation, please contact the o fice o  the 
Meeker S anitation District at 8 78 -51 9 2, or 
stop by at 265 8 th S treet.

ublishe  anuary 7 an  ebruary 3, 10, 
and 1 7, 2022
R io B lanco H erald Times

RATE 
REDUCTION

FINAL 
SETTLEMENT

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF RIO BLANCO COUNTY, COLORADO 

HEARING
N otice is hereby given that on Tuesday, 
February 22nd, 2022 the R io B lanco 
County B oard of County Commissioners 
will hold a public hearing beginning at 1 1 :00 
a.m. in the R io B lanco County H istoric 
Courthouse, 555 Main S treet, 3 rd Floor 
Commissioner Meeting R oom, Meeker, 
Colorado to consider the following:
PRZ-0002-21 Third Amendment of Elk 

N O TICE O F FIN AL  CO N TR ACTO R ’ S  
S ETTL EMEN T

To all individuals, corporations, governments 
or governmental subdivisions or agencies, 
business trusts, estates, trusts, limited 
liability companies, partnerships, 
associations, or other legal entities that 
have furnished labor, materials, sustenance, 
or other supplies used or consumed by the 
contractor, H aselden Construction L L C., 
or such contractor’ s subcontractor( s) , in 
or about the performance of work, or who 
have supplied laborers, rental machinery, 
tools, or eq uipment to the extent used in the 
prosecution of the work, for the construction 
project described as follows:

Meeker School District RE-1
Meeker H igh S chool S tadium Improvements 

and B arone Middle S chool S ecurity 
mpro ements ( une 0 1  December 

2021 )
550 S chool S treet,
Meeker, CO  8 1 64 1

and whose claim or claims therefore have 
not been paid by the said contractors, or 
its subcontractors, N O TICE IS  H ER EB Y  
G IV EN  that on the 1 4  th day of February 
2022, at the contractor’ s hour of 1 0:00 
A.M., at the Meeker S chool District, District 

min O fice, 555 arfiel , Meeker, CO 
81641, final settlement will be ma e or work 
contracted to be done by the said contractor, 
for the above described project and all 
appurtenances which are a part of said 
pro ect. Verifie  statements o  the amounts 
due and unpaid on account of such claim 
or claims shall be file  with an  recei e  
by Chris S elle, P.O . B ox 1 08 9 , Meeker, CO  
8 1 64 1 , by such time and date.
Date  anuary 5, 0
N V 5

y  ohn sery
Title: O wner’ s R epresentative
Published: February 3  and 1 0, 2022
R io B lanco H erald Times

PART TIME HELP WANTED RANGELY…
Elder Care 

L ooking for a caring and reliable individual 
( 1 8  yrs. or older)  for Friday, S aturday &  
Sun ay’s.  Occasional fill in  or other care 
giver.   2-3  hours a day.  Duties include:  
B reakfast and Dinner preparation &  clean 
up.   Dispense medication at meal time 
( already in a pill box) .  Casual conversation 
with a very sweet married couple that are 
capable of getting around on their own but 
need help with preparing meals.  Family 
is in town and always available but works 
full time.  A few minutes a day dedicated 
to tidying up if time allows.   $1 5.00/hr.  
R eferrals will be req uested.  Please call 
if interested and we will discuss further 
q uestions and details.  ( 9 70)  629 -0574 .  
L eave a message… call will be returned.   

TO W N  O F MEEK ER  ~ B O AR D O F 
TR U S TEES  MEETIN G

Tuesday, February 1 5th 2022
7:00 P.M. ~ Town H all

3 4 5 Market S treet, Meeker, CO
Due to COVID-19 precautions, the public 

is invited to attend by calling 970-878-
8091

I. Call to O rder
II. Pledge of Allegiance
III. R oll Call
IV . Approval of the Agenda
V . Approval of the Previous Minutes
V I. Approval of Monthly Disbursements
V II. Public Participation
This is an opportunity for Citizens to bring 
comments and questions to the Board 
of Trustees not being addressed in the 
Regular Meeting Agenda.  In consideration 
of other regularly scheduled agenda items, 
comments will be limited to 3 minutes or 
less.  Citizens are asked to approach the 
podium state their name and address for 
the record.
V III. N ew B usiness
a. Consideration of R esolution # 03 -2022 
designating 5th street bridge as the Peter 
F K iser Memorial B ridge and 1 0th street 
bridge as the Ernie E G arcia Memorial 
B ridge
b. Consideration of L etter of S upport for 
Pioneers Medical Foundation Enterprise 
Z one Contribution Project
IX . S taff R eports
a. Police
b. Public W orks
c. Town Clerk
d. Town Attorney
e. Town Manager
X . Mayor’ s R emarks
X I. O ther B oard B usiness
X II. Executive S ession pursuant to C.R .S . 
24 -6-4 02( 4 ) ( e)  for determining positions 
relative to matters that may be subject 
to negotiations, developing strategy for 
negotiations, and instructing negotiators.
X III. Adjournment
Published: February 1 0, 2022
R io B lanco H erald Times

MEEKER SCHOOL DISTRICT RE-1
Board of Education Work Session and 

Special Board Meeting
555 Garfield St

Meeker, CO 81641
February 14, 2022 - 7:00 p.m.

Community members wishing to 
observe the meeting may use the 

following link:   https://meet.google.
com/uwj-tebn-ckc

The Work Session will run from 7:00 
p.m. to approximately 7:45 p.m.

BOE Discussion Items:
1 . Construction projects update
a. B MS  H V AC/air q uality improvements
b. B MS  S afety and S ecurity
c. O verall construction budget - B MS  S afety 
and S ecurity B ES T G rant revenue
2.Extracurricular Activity Cancellation 
Protocol
3 .Policy U pdate
a. L eave Policy S ummary
b. 0 0119 olicy e iew  D , , 
G B Q EA, IH CDA
c. G B G G  - S taff L eave
4 . S uperintendent Evaluation R ubric
5. Capital Projects L ist
6. Meeker B O E self evaluation form
7. Potential future discussion items
8 . CO V ID-1 9  U pdate/Discussion - Current 
Protocols
9 . Public comment format at B O E meetings
1 0. Items introduced by board members
The Special Board Meeting will begin at 
approximately 7:45 p.m.
Special Board Meeting
1 . Call to O rder and R oll Call
2. Pledge of Allegiance: Mr. deV ergie will 
lead the Pledge of Allegiance
3 . W elcome of G uests
4 . Approval of Agenda
Action Items :
1 . Approval: Personnel H ires - S pring 
Coaches ( As presented)
2. Acceptance: Fiscal Y ear 2021  Financial 
Audit ( As presented)
3 . Approval: Designate use of B MS  S afety/
S ecurity B ES T G rant funds as project 
revenue
4 . Approval: Expenditure out of Capital 
R eserve up to $3 0,000 for hot water heaters 
at MES
5. Approval: Expenditure out of Capital 
R eserve up to $7,000 to install handwashing 
station at MES
Other BOE Information:
Executive Session:  C.R .S . 24 -6-4 02 ( 4 )
( f)  - Personnel Matter
Special Meeting Adjournment 
Published: February 1 0, 2022
R io B lanco H erald Times

Creek Ranch PUD-Rezone.  The applicant 
( Elk Creek R anch O wners Association)  is 
req uesting to rez one a +/ - 4 2 acre property 
from Agricultural ( AG )  to Planned U nit 
Development ( PU D)  for the purpose of 
conforming to the L and U se R esolution 
( 201 6)  governing R io B lanco County.  
The property will be added to the current 
Planned U nit Development Agreement.  
The property is located within the S E ¼  of 

S ection 1 0 and N E ¼  of S ection 1 5, T1 S , 
R 9 3 W  of the 6th P.M.  The parcel of ground 
is referred to as the “ N orth 4 0”  parcel.
Copies of the documents may be obtained 
from the R io B lanco County Planning 
Department at 555 Main S treet in Meeker, 
Colorado, or you may call ( 9 70)  8 78 -9 51 0 
for more information between the hours of 
8 :00 am and 5:00 pm.

ublishe  anuary 0, 7, ebruary 3, 10 
and 1 7, 2022
R io B lanco H erald Times

The Town of Meeker is seeking a knowledgeable and enthusiastic individual 
who enjoys working with the public and serving the community. Ideal 
candidates will possess a solid understanding of how to interpret municipal 
and land use codes, be comfortable guiding development and community 
planning and helping manage economic and residential growth in Meeker. 
This position will serve the Planning Commission and develop cooperative 
working relationships with Town staff as well as other agencies throughout the 
region. Experience working with planning/land use, economic development 
and grant writing will be looked upon favorably. The salary range for the 
Community Development/Planner position is $60,000 - $70,000 depending 
on qualifications (DOQ) with an excellent benefit package. Visit the Town’s 
web site at www.townofmeeker.org/job-opportunities for a complete job 
description and to access the Application for Employment. Meeker is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer.

Please submit your application with a cover letter, resume and references 
by 5:00 pm February 25, 2022 to:

Mandi Etheridge, Town Administrator
345 Market Street, Meeker, CO 81641

970.878.5344
mandi@town.meeker.co.us

Community Development/Planner Position
Meeker, CO

BUSINESS 
INSIDERS
Join our new 
Facebook 
group!

JOE FENNESSY
LOCAL ATTORNEY

MEEKER
970.878.4783

WILLS · TRUST · POA · PROBATE

joe@fennessylaw.com
LAWYER

RANGELY
970.220.2529

DEEDS · MINERALS · WATER

Join 
now!

http://www.cimarrontelecommunications.com
http://www.skandiawf.com
https://www.meeker.k12.co.us/page/employment-opportunities
http://www.pioneershospital.org
http://www.rbc.us
mailto:hr%40rbc.us?subject=
http://www.erbmrec.com
https://meet.goo
http://gle.com/uwj-tebn-ckc
http://gle.com/uwj-tebn-ckc
mailto:mandi%40town.meeker.co.us?subject=Contact%20from%20HT%20help%20wanted%20ad
facebook.com/groups/632515514627261
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6B CLASSIFIEDS

Meeker, Colorado
970-878-4715

Assisting real estate buyers and sellers in the northwest Colorado area.
Call Steve Wix - 3rd generation Meeker Native, serving buyers 

& sellers in the Meeker area since 1980. Cell 970-629-9990. 

Experience And Expertise Make All �e Difference.

stevewix@backcountryrealty.com
www.backcountryrealty.com

Member of Craig Board of Realtors & Aspen, Glenwood Springs, Rifle and Craig MLS. 
Providing International Exposure of Our Listings Since 1997!

*760 & 780 12th St- Two vacant lots. $25,000 each.
*Five 6 to 8 Acre lots in east Rangely. $51,000 to $71,000.
*43 Acre lot in east Rangely. $180,000.
TBD County Road 43-5 vacant irrigated acres. Great views. SOLD!
*6.4 Acre lot E Main St., Rangely. SOLD!
*195 Mesa Drive-5 Acres, large 2 story home, garage. $502,000. SOLD!
189 County Road 43-Large home, garage, shop, 11.5 irrigated acres. SOLD!
*6902 County Road 7- 5 Acres, home, shop. SOLD!

FOR SALE:

NEW! 1560 CR 15-Ranch, 3BD | 1.5BA cabin 
including 2 domestic wells, 390±acres w/ 
multiple outbuildings & fenced pastures/pens. 
$1,200,000.
6900 CR 7-Unlimited opportunities await 
with this 35 acres rural property, featuring a 
domestic well, Lg. primary home w/ 5BD|2BA 
and a private guest house 1BD/1BA, heated 
garage, and workshop. Reduced $815,000
1161 CR 8-3BD|2BA|1952 SF log home on 
5 acres overlooking the river with a natural 
spring. Features include central air, updated 
electrical system, and domestic well.  Reduced 
$415,000
NEW! 138 Main St 2 BD|1.5BA|1712 SF. Quaint 
home, great location within walking distance 
to Meeker amenities. Enjoy the cozy fireplace 
nook, custom o�ice, fenced backyard complete 
with sprinkler system and garage. $245,000.
White River Condo, Unit 15-2BD | 1BA | 879 
SF, two-story floorplan with a 50 SF storage 
unit included, Private Park. $89,000.
White River Condo, Unit 3-2 BD | 1 BA | 874 
SF, single level floorplan with a 201 SF storage 
unit included, River Access. $89,000.
1417 Silver Sage Rd-Elevated double lots 
in Sage Hills, great views w/ Lg. building 
envelope. Reduced $50,000
1131 Michael Cir...........................UNDER CONTRACT
1085 Pinyon St........................................................SOLD

6900 C.R. 7

1560 C.R. 15

Homes are still selling and we have buyers 
waiting! It’s a great time to list your property!

  Alpine West   

 Properties Properties

LLC

Mallari Arnold Associate Broker
mallari.alpinewest@gmail.com • 970.420.0585

Your Trusted Source for 
Anything & Everything 

Real Estate!

. FOR SALE IN MEEKER .

Alex Plumb Owner/Broker
sold@alexplumb.realtor • 970.420.8076

 Call or text us. We are happy to help!

W.R. Condo, Unit 15

  

1417 Silver Sage Rd.

N
EW

!

138 Main St.

1161 C.R. 8

N
EW

!

58.37+/- Acres at Highway 13 & Rd. 15: Gateway to Meeker, development opportunity.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $700,440
58.25 acres east of Pioneers Medical Center.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$699,000
8617 Rd. 8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . PENDING
12.69 acres close to Lake Avery, irrigation water rights, south facing views of the valley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $480,000
NEW 2257 Rd. 6: Horse property, 22+ acres w/ irrigation, cute 2BD/2BA cabin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $449,000
NEW 830 10th St.: Great condition 4BD/2.5BA, attached garage, adjoining lot included . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $349,000
980 Cleveland St.: Enormous corner lot, 2BD/1BA main home upstairs, 1BD/1BA rental below . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $280,000
8.45 acres at the top of 6th Street, great building location for one or more homes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $249,000
825 3rd St . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .SOLD
7.46 acres on East Market St., great highway visibility, potential for residential, agricultural or commercial  . . . . . . . . . $245,000
NEW CRAIG 1905 W 2nd St. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . PENDING
73432 Hwy. 64  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .SOLD
NEW 1/5 Interest in the Sheridan Gravel Pit, close to hospital . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $200,000
109 Market St.: Corner lot on HWY 13, surrounded by thriving businesses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $167,000
3 lots in Ridge Estates, 2-5 acre lots, domestic & irrigation water, private road, close to town . . . . . . . Prices $65,000 - $80,000
13.45 acres south of Pioneers Medical Center  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $80,700

FREE Coffee & Conversation - 1st Friday of each month @ Streamline Realty Office, 8 a.m.

Streamline-Realty.com
970.878.7700

600 Main Street
Meeker, CO

������������������

R angely Duplex for R ent 1  or 2 bedroom 
duplex -N ewly remodeled &  landscaped. 
Please contact R odney 9 70-4 62-653 8  
or S andy 9 70-4 62-64 59 .

1  B DR  apartment @ 223  Main. 
Furnished. $600/month. Includes 
utilities. $600 security deposit up 
front. 9 70-220-21 50.

1  B DR , 1  B A house. S mall pets ok, 
fenced yard. $8 00/mo plus utilities. 
9 70-3 9 0-251 9 .

Commercial o fice space a ailable in 
H ugus B uilding, downtown Meeker. 
8 78 -4 1 3 8 .

5 B R /2 B A house, 752 1 0th S treet, 
Meeker  Minimum 1  year lease, 
$1 500/month + utilities + deposit. N o 
pets. Email 752rental@gmail.com for 
more info. 9 70-9 4 2-7501 . 

S TO R AG E DEPO T 1 0x25 unit. 8 78 -
4 8 08 .

AV AIL AB L E N O W : B eautiful retail 
space downtown at 6th and Main 
in the historic H ugus B uilding. Call 
9 70-8 78 -4 1 3 8  for details.

Main Street Building 
O ffice and warehouse spaces 
available. U tilities included with 
monthly rent. Please call 9 70-68 3 -
1 8 75. 

FO R  R EN T - H alandras B uilding. 
Interior commercial office space. 
@4 25 sq  feet. Two rooms. O ff street 
parking Electricity included. Call 9 70-
629 -9 71 4

AS K  AB O U T O U R  CN C MACH IN IN G  
Can’ t get a metal part?  W e can make 
all kinds of parts. W e have CN C 
Machine eq uipment, lathe and tooling 
to do the job. Contact Phil at Family 
Automotive and Machine. 
( 9 70) 8 78 -5606. 

MISCELLANEOUS

RENTALS: RANGELY

RENTALS: MEEKER

RENTALS: MEEKER RENTALS: MEEKER

W estern S lope In-H ome Care 
www.westernslopehomecare.com

9 70-8 78 -7008

ELDER CARE SERVICES

SAFEHOUSE
If you are being abused physically or 
mentally, you can call S AFEH O U S E 

for confidential shelter and help.
878-3999

 Attention R io B lanco County V eterans: 
V eterans may be eligible for mileage 
reimbursement for travel costs to receive 
V A medical care. If you do not currently 
receive V A travel compensation please 
contact the R io B lanco County V eterans 
Ser ice o ices. angely  ohn oot’ 

ibson, 970 878 9695. Meeker  oe 
B ob Dungan, 9 70-8 78 -9 69 0. Travel 
compensation is made possible through 
the V eterans Trust Fund G rant and 
V FW  Post 58 4 3 .

R angely V ictim S ervices: An open 
door for the protection and care 
of abused and battered persons. 
N on-emergency call 629 -9 69 1 . 
Emergencies call 9 1 1 . Providing 
assistance for victims of violent 
crimes.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Celebrating 20 Years ~ Same office, Same Location!

NEW PRICE!
79 ACRES, C.R. 7

$141,000

brooksrealtymeeker.com
(970)878-5858 or (970)756-8772 cell

TM

1-866-943-9321
promo code N7017

* Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus $299 in taxes & fees. Single supplement and seasonal surcharges may apply. Add-on airfare 
available. Onboard Credit requires purchase of Ocean View or Balcony Cabin. Oers apply to new bookings only, made by 3/31/22. Other terms & 
conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

FROM
$1,949*

$1,699*

Seattle • Vancouver • Ketchikan • Juneau • Skagway •
Glacier Bay • Anchorage • Denali • and more — Visit Denali 
National Park and Glacier Bay National Park on the same 
incredible trip! Cruise through the Gulf of Alaska and the 
Inside Passage as you discover the best of the Frontier State 
by land and by sea.

12 days, departs May - September 2022
GRAND ALASKAN CRUISE & TOUR

FREE ONBOARD CREDIT

R A N CH E S
125± acres - V acant land with water 
rights. Close to town. $750,000.
BACK ON THE MARKET! 1001 County 
Rd. 36, Meeker - 1 4 5±  total acres, ranch 
with 4  B D/3 B A home, metal insulated 
shop, insulated barn and pipe corrals. 
Mostly irrigated with water and spring 
rights and creek. O nly 3  miles from town. 
$1,200,000.
VA CA N T  L A N D
NEW! 1129 Gail Circle in Sanderson 
Hills –  G reat views, includes sewer and 
water taps, plus survey and some excava-
tion. $41,500. SOLD!

COM M E R CIA L
NEW! Maybell Meat Processing, 
60240 Hwy. 40, Maybell –  Full wild 
game processing in one of Colorado’ s 
prime hunting areas.  Fully eq uipped 
building on 6 lots, also has two R V  
hookups and a private well. $280,000.
Call for more details!

All advertising is subject to errors, 
omissions or changes without notice.

Western Exposures
Realty, llc

2777 CR 7, Meeker, CO 
westernexposures.com ◆ 970.878.5877

ONEA MILLER ~ Broker 
oneamiller@gmail.com ◆ 970.321.2777

SAMANTHA LOPEZ ~ Realtor
samlopez.we@hotmail.com ◆ 970.440.0411

SOLD!
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Find Your Perfect 
RV Rental!

Start Planning the Road Trip 
of a Lifetime 

rentrvusa.com/colorado

RVshare connects millions 
of renters to the perfect RV
rental and provides a safe, 
secure booking experience.

The louder a man tells you he's 
honest, the harder you must hold on 

to your purse.
~ Robert Jordan

Informed citizens are the 
BEST citizens!

ht1885.com/subscribe

http://www.backcountryrealty.com
http://www.alexplumb.realtor
http://www.streamline-realty.com
mailto:752rental@gmail.com
http://www.westernslopehomecare.com
http://www.brooksrealtymeeker.com
http://www.westernexposures.com
http://www.workatusic.com
http://www.rentrvusa.com/colorado
http://www.theheraldtimes.com/subscribe
http://www.ht1885.com



