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K A T I E  K I N G  P H OT O
Kathy Staley and her husband Gary are celebrating 25 years in business.

COU RT E SY  P H OT O
MHS student Ainsley Selle collected more than 250 pairs of shoes for a shoe 
drive sponsored by the Toll Gate Creek Chapter of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution.

BY KATIE KING
Special to the Herald Times

RANGELY I In November of 
2021, Rangely’ s small town gift 
shop, Sweetbriar, turned 25. The best 
smelling place in town, the boutique 
holds treasures unlike anywhere else 
in Rangely. Owners Kathy and Gary 
Staley put their day' s work into making 
the gift shop feel like home. You will 
walk in and be immediately surrounded 
by flowers, cozy gifts, and scents that 
warm your spirit. 

Sweetbriar is located at 713 E. Main 
St. in Rangely, but that is not where its 
story began. The shop previously lived 
between the Loaf N’  Jug and White 
River Market with the 713 E. Main St. 
location housing inventory. 

The shop’ s journey began with the 
original owner’ s family which included 
Kathy’ s mother and her sister-in-law. 
When the first owners were ready to 
move on, Kathy couldn’ t leave the then 
tiny store to perish, so Kathy and her 
husband Gary took over. In 2008, they 
moved and grew into the spacious four-
room showroom on Main St. 

In the spirit of teamwork, Kathy 
and Gary still work together in life 
and business as owners of Sweetbriar 
—  even citing the shop as their second 
home. With no other employees, Kathy 
spends her days tending to the shop and 
fresh flowers that sweeten the space 
and are available for sale. 

Gifts and souvenirs are not usually 
the most important things in a small 
boom or bust town.

Kathy contributes her success in 
Rangely to staying true to her values. 

She believes in diligence, faith and 
honesty. She also believes that holding 
respect for your fellow business 
owner and neighbor is important. The 
challenges of providing a non-necessity 
through economic downturns are ones 
that many businesses don’ t survive. 
While big businesses like Amazon 
may provide convenience, Sweetbriar 
provides small town service where the 
joy, love and warmth can be taken home 
along with a delightful customer service 
experience. Kathy remains hopeful 
that in times of economic challenges, 
people will realize that giving a gift 
to the community by shopping local 
will prevail over “ ...shopping here as 
an afterthought when their gift didn’ t 
arrive on time.”   

As Kathy describes the delicate 
balance between customer service 
and holding space for customers to 
discover her delightful treasures in 
the store, her business acumen is 
apparent. Every consumer knows an 
overbearing salesperson and that is not 
the experience offered at Sweetbriar. 
Kathy shares her greatest business 
accomplishment as continuing to be in 
business 25 years later and serving the 
community. Sweetbriar won Business 
of the Year from the Rangely Chamber 
of Commerce in 2014. 

Congratulations to Sweetbriar and 
the Staleys on their 25th business 
anniversary. Be sure to stop by 
Sweetbriar the next time you are in the 
market for home decor, gifts or jewelry. 
The key to sustaining small businesses 
is the community’ s efforts to support 
them beyond necessity and that last-
minute Mother’ s Day gift.

Sweetbriar turns 25!

BY LUCAS TURNER
lucas@ht1885.com

RANGELY I Colorado 
legislators secured more 
than $100 million in fund-
ing for projects around 
the state as part of HR 
2471 - the “ Consolidated 
Appropriations Act”  of 
2022. The “ omnibus”  spend-
ing bill represents the first 
time in a decade that Senate 
and House Appropriation 
committees have accepted 
“ Congressionally Directed 
Spending”  (CDS) requests, 
which Colorado Senators 
Michael Bennet and John 
Hickenlooper took full 
advantage of.

“ Coloradans from rural to 
urban parts of our state were 
presented [ with]  an opportu-
nity to tell Washington direct-
ly about the challenges their 
communities face.”  Senator 
Bennet told the HT, noting 
that he was “ grateful”  fund-
ing would be allocated all 
over the state, including a 
large chunk for Rangely –  $5 

million.
Upon finalization of the 

process, funds are designat-
ed for a major “ Geothermal 
Solar”  upgrade that when 
complete will provide 
locally-generated power 
for Rangely’ s wastewa-
ter treatment facilities. The 
project will use proprietary 
technology developed by 
Cogency Power, who pitched 
the concept of Highly 
Concentrated Photovoltaic 
Thermal (HCVPT) to 
Rangely Trustees last spring. 
Utilizing highly-efficient 
aerospace grade solar pan-
els, parabolic mirrors, heat 
capture and geothermal stor-
age, Cogency’ s hybrid power 
generation/storage solution is 
designed to create a decen-
tralized power generation/
storage option. If effective 
at a larger scale, the tech 
could mean reduced energy 
bills and some level of grid 
resilience. 

In terms of dollar 
amounts for a total of 64 
projects statewide, Rangely’ s 

federal award is near the top 
at # 3. Town Manager Lisa 
Piering said she appreciat-
ed how much money was 
ultimately awarded to rural 
western slope communities 
via CDS requests, noting 
that the town is waiting to 
have money on hand before 
moving forward, which could 
take up to two months.

Piering also expressed 
renewed excitement about 
the potential of the new tech 
to offer a financial boon 
for Rangely and northwest 
Colorado. The project could 
bring new jobs to the area, 
and if ultimately successful, 
lay the groundwork for more 
expansive operations and 
economic development of 
the region. 

Piering noted that this 
potential future would also 
likely mean partnering with 
Colorado Northwestern 
Community College for 
workplace-training opportu-
nities in areas like installa-
tion, maintenance and even 
manufacturing. 

BY LUCAS TURNER
lucas@ht1885.com

RBC I “ The more I 
learned about these aquifers, 
the more I looked at them 
as not really storage”  Said 
Dr. Mario Sullivan, Instructor 
of Science/Oceanography 
at Colorado Northwestern 
Community College in 
Rangely. 

He spoke with members 
of the White River Alliance 
last week, detailing known 
geologic hydrologic infor-
mation on the Powell Park 
Aquifer (just on the other side 
of the river from Meeker) 
and the Agency Park aqui-
fer (west of Meeker after 
Highway 13 cuts through the 
Grand Hogback). 

Referencing data collect-
ed in 1985 by the United 
States Geological Survey 
(USGS), Sullivan explained 
why the area’ s aquifers might 
be better described as “ a geo-
logical deposit that happens 
to hold water”  than tradition-
al aquifers. 

Powell/Agency park 
aquifers differ from “ clas-
sic aquifers”  in a few ways, 
mostly that they don’ t have 
a “ confining bed”  or specif-
ic recharge point. They are 
more like underground riv-
ers than underground lakes, 
demonstrated in their high 
rates of “ transmissibility”  
which describes how freely 
water flows through them. 
Sullivan said the authors of 
the 1985 study noted that the 
aquifers were some of the 
most transmissive they had 
ever seen.

All this information can 

be used to explain what hap-
pens in June and July when 
agricultural water users start 
pulling up to 250 cubic feet 
per second (CFS) from the 
river for irrigation purposes.

Data plotting “ flow vari-
ability”  in the White River 
seem to indicate that the 
Middle Reach and Lower 
Reach are “ hydrologically 
coupled.”  When the river 
below South Fork drops in 
June, the flows in the mid-
dle and lower reaches closely 
mirror each other. Irrigation 
water, particularly if it’ s flood 
irrigation, takes water out of 
the river, but “ recharges”  the 
aquifer, eventually making its 
way back into the river as 
“ return flow.”

Meeker Trustee Travis 
Day who also drills water 
wells in the area, assisted in 
answering questions about 
hydraulic/hydrological fea-
tures and how they actually 
affect residents on the ground. 
According to Day, the effects 
of aquifer recharging via irri-
gation can be observed in 
places where fields used to 
get flood irrigated, such as 
subdivisions on the mesa. 
“ Wells up there used to pump 
year round when they flood 
irrigated the fields,”  said Day, 

adding “ they dried up the 
fields and now the wells up 
there, they' ll go dry 33 days 
after they shut water off.”

Dr. Bob Dorsett asked 
questions about the infor-
mation presented as well, 
describing the correlation 
between the middle and 
lower reaches of the river as 
“ counter-intuitive.”  

“ It seems to me that 
would imply a kind of a brit-
tle ground water system, oth-
erwise wouldn' t you expect 
the groundwater reservoir to 
act as a kind of a buffer to 
absorb excess runoff in the 
surface water, and vice versa 
recharge the river when the 
river drops? ”  asked Dorsett. 

Sullivan re-iterated that 
the aquifer system does pro-
vide at least some buffer, but 
explained that water does 
flow through it fairly quickly. 
“ I look at it as a pile of rocks 
and gravel that got deposited 
a long time ago and it just so 
happens that they cut some 
ditches through it and that 
recharges it,”  said Sullivan. 
He also said that a few old 
stories suggest the river did 
not flow year round in the 
middle-reach around the turn 
of the century, before irriga-
tion ditches were put in place.

PRESS RELEASE
Special to the Herald 

Times

MEEKER I Meeker 
may be a small town in 
northwest Colorado, but 
thanks to the efforts of 
local high school student, 
Ainsley Selle, the commu-
nity of Meeker is having 
a global impact on those 
in need. Selle participat-
ed in a Shoe Drive spon-
sored by the Toll Gate 
Creek Chapter of the 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution and collected 
over 250 pairs of shoes 
from her community.

When Ainsley’ s mother 
(science teacher at Meeker 
High School), saw a post 
about a shoe drive on the 

Facebook page of a friend, 
she immediately asked, 
“ How can my high school 
help? ”  Michelle. Selle 
learned that the Toll Gate 
Creek Chapter in Aurora 
was conducting a shoe 
drive with the goal of col-
lecting at least 2,500 pairs 
of gently worn or new 
shoes. These shoes would 
ultimately be distributed 
to budding entrepreneurs 
in developing countries 
where shoes are not easy 
to find. The entrepreneurs 
would resell the shoes 
inexpensively to residents. 
The money earned from 
shoe sales would be used 
to support or start up new 
businesses. 

Sophomore Ainsley 
Selle, daughter of Chris 

and Michelle Selle, imme-
diately took up the respon-
sibility of collecting the 
shoes. She promoted the 
shoe drive at the Meeker 
Public Schools and in the 
community of Meeker. 
Over time, she collected 
enough shoes to fill a pick-
up truck. When her bas-
ketball team traveled to 
Limon for regional basket-
ball, the shoes came with 
her and were transferred to 
the Toll Gate Creek DAR.

“ I call this a win-win-
win-win project,”  says the 
TGC Chapter public rela-
tions chair, Vicki Moore. 
“ We clean out our closets 
of our “ guilt”  shoes— the 
ones that we paid for but 

Rangely solar project gets 
green light with omnibus cash

Area aquifers more like 'geological 
deposits that happen to hold water'

MHS student collects 250+ pairs of shoes

u See SHOES,
Page 10

The more I learned about these 
aquifers, the more I looked at 

them as not really storage.
~ Dr. Mario Sullivan

Instructor of Science/Oceanography, CNCC
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By NIKI TURNER

editor@ht1885.com

RBC | RBC Extension 
Agent Linda Masters updated 
commissioners on the possi-
bility of a specialist position 
paid for by a CSU program. 
The program is “ still very 
fluid”  she said, and details 
have yet to be confirmed. 
Masters also sought direction 
regarding the open position 
at the extension office being 
turned into a part-time sea-
sonal position instead of a 
year-round position. 

RBC Road and Bridge 
Director Scott Marsh told 
the commissioners there has 
been an 18% increase in a bid 
for dump truck equipment. 

Sheriff Anthony Mazzola 
updated the board regard-
ing the sheriff’ s department, 
including the continuation of 
prescription transports while 
Pioneers Medical Center gets 
its new retail pharmacy ready 
to open. For the jail, Mazzola 
said the cost of housing an 
inmate in the Moffat County 
Jail in January was $10,339. 
In February the cost was 
$5,526.

The numbers are based 
on average daily inmate 
population, and are “ under 
what we’ ve been budgeting,”  
Mazzola said. The projected 
budget was for $181K for 
the year. “ We’ re looking at 
coming in well below that 
if we keep these numbers. I 

think I” m going to be coming 
in between $400-500K below 
the 2021 budget. That’ s real 
dollar savings.”

The department is still 
down by two employees.

Mazzola also shared with 
the board about the $275,000 
donation received from 
Marvine Ranch, with those 
funds earmarked for two 
patrol vehicles and license 
plate readers. In the regu-
lar meeting, commissioners 
approved the purchase of the 
two patrol vehicles.
EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT/IT

Emergency Manager 
Eddie Smercina and IT 
Director Dylon Merrell said 
they have conducted an inter-
nal review of the county’ s 
cybersecurity plan, which is 
required now on many fed-
eral grant applications. The 
review concluded that there 
are improvements that could 
be made, but they come at 
a cost of between $35K and 
$350K a year. Grant opportu-
nities are available. 
FACILITIES 

Facilities Director Eric 
Jaquez updated the board on 
the Meeker Airport water-
line project. Delays and cost 
increases in supplies make 
the full project untenable 
at this time. Jaquez recom-
mended moving ahead with 
the drainage project, but not 
going forward with the water-

line replacement at this time 
and “ sticking with the drain-
age project, which was the 
original problem.”
REGULAR MEETING

In the regular meeting, 
commissioners Ty Gates and 
Gary Moyer (Jeff Rector was 
not present due to illness), 
awarded the bid for the pur-
chase of two patrol vehicles 
for the sheriff’ s department 
to Grand Junction Chrysler/
Dodge/Jeep for $173,000. 

During public hearings, 
the board approved resolu-
tions allowing for a minor 
subdivision off CR 17 
(Buford/New Castle Road). 
The Aspen Estates minor 
subdivision will be rezoned 
rural residential and subdi-
vided into five covenant-con-
trolled lots. Also approved 
were a property line adjust-
ment at Ridge Estates and 
a final amended plat at Bob 
Regulski’ s Sleepy Cat prop-
erty. 
WORK SESSION

The board returned to a 
work session Tuesday after-
noon to discuss prioritizing 
projects to be funded by the 
American Rescue Plan. Of 
the approximately $1.2 mil-
lion, $200K was set aside 
for a Department of Human 
Services eligibility position. 
The county needs to prioritize 
additional projects to meet 
reporting requirements at the 
end of April. 

Up for discussion were 
a “ sand shed”  at Road and 
Bridge, aerial imagery 
for GIS and the assessor’ s 
office, rural water develop-
ment expansion in Rangely, 
expansion of Rangely sewer 
system, expansion of raw 
water irrigation system for 
Columbine Park and Rangely 
airport, moving more appli-
cations to the cloud to allow 
for working off-premise 
along with a virtual desktop 
interface, cybersecurity, and 
a backup generator for the 
Fairfield Center complex. 

Projects have to fit into 
government guidelines for 
funding.

“ It’ s not a free-for-all,”  
said Budget and Finance 
Director Janae Stanworth. 

Further discussion will be 
held.

Change a child’s story.

CASAOFTHENINTH.ORG

Court-appointed special advocates strive to protect every child’s 
right to grow up in the embrace of a loving family. 

Volunteer training starts April 7th!
Contact Brittney Shonk, Advocate Supervisor, for info.

Brittney@casaoftheninth.org or 970-987-4332.

Pie Auction

rio blanco 
masonic lodge

Prime Rib Dinner y

Proceeds
 bene�t

Local 
Masonic 

scholarships 
for RBC 

students

Sunday, April 10 ~ Doors open at 4 p.m.
$25/plate ~ Fairgrounds 4-H Building

Contact Bernie Gantt for RSVP/advance tickets, 970.220.2034

Fundraiser

Shhhh ... 
It’s a Surprise!!

Please join us
Saturday, March 26th  ~ 1-4 p.m. 

u Kilowa� Korner, Meeker
as we celebrate 

Vicky Johnson’s 80th Birthday!

Light refreshments will be provided. 
No gifts please. 

And remember, it’s a surprise!!

BY NIKI TURNER
editor@ht1885.com

RBC I The Rio Blanco County 
Republican Party held its assembly 
last weekend to determine which can-
didates will proceed to the primary 
ballot in June. 

The following individuals were 
nominated for the four-year terms that 
are up for election:

 Commissioner District 1 - 
Virginia " Ginny"  Love and Douglas 
Overton. Vincent Wilczek did not turn 
in a petition for the District 1 com-
missioner seat, and received less than 
30% of the delegate vote at the assem-
bly. Todd Shults did not attend the 

assembly or turn in a petition. 
 Sheriff– Anthony Mazzola and 

Richard Garner
 Clerk &  Recorder– Shawn Luce
 Treasurer– Rhonna Waldref
 Assessor– Renae Neilson
 Surveyor– Leif Joy
 Coroner– Laura Smith

For the recall election of 
Commissioner Gary Moyer, Ginny 
Love and Terry Smalec have turned 
in petitions to be the successor can-
didate. If elected, the successor will 
fill the seat until January 2023 when 
the winner of the general election in 
November will be sworn in. The recall 
election is set for May 10. Ballots will 
be mailed out mid-April.

Republican assembly results

BY NIKI TURNER
editor@ht1885.com

RBC I The 2-1 vote on 
March 15 by the Rio Blanco 
County Commissioners to 
move forward with a plan 
to “ defund”  the county’ s 
Dominion voting equipment 
and go to a hand count 
resulted in the receipt of 
a letter from the Colorado 
Secretary of State’ s office.

The vote to amend the 
budget, removing the 
$14,000 line item for the 
state-certified voting system 
would have required a 
public hearing process 
before implementation. The 
Secretary of State’ s office, 
however, responded to the 
plan Friday, March 18, 
stating:

“ The Colorado Secretary 
of State’ s Office urges Rio 
Blanco County to consider 
federal and state law 
implications when making 
its final decision. To the 
extent the Commission’ s 
decision presages an intent 
to not use any voting system 
equipment for the coming 
2022 General Election, 

the county will be out of 
compliance with federal and 
state law.”

Specifically, the Help 
America Vote Act of 2002, 
requires jurisdictions 
conducting elections that 
include a race for a federal 
office, must provide an 
accessible voting option 
through the use of “ at 
least one direct recording 
electronic voting system 
or other voting system 
equipped for individuals 
with disabilities at each 
polling place.”

According to the letter, 
removing funding for the 
current system without 
replacing it with another 
certified electronic voting 
system would be a violation 
of the Help America Vote 
Act, as well as state law.

In order to remain in 
compliance, the county can 
either maintain its current 
voting system contract or 
purchase another certified 
system for use in the 2022 
General Election.

Rio Blanco County 
purchased the Dominion 
voting system equipment in 

2017 at a cost of $81,546, 
plus costs for onsite elections 
support and annual licensing 
and fees of $13,695, in 
response to changes in the 
Colorado state statutes.

At the time, the 
Dominion system was the 
only state-certified option. 
According to the Secretary 
of State’ s letter, there is now 
another option available: 
Clear Ballot. The Clear 
Ballot voting system is used 
in Douglas and Garfield 
counties. 

The group claiming 
election fraud occurred 
in Rio Blanco County 
and other counties, led by 
Shawn Smith, who gave a 
presentation to the county 
commissioners last year, is 
now the subject of a lawsuit 
brought by the Colorado 
League of Women Voters, 
among others, on allegations 
of voter intimidation. 
Members of the U.S. Election 
Integrity Project (USEIP) and 
other affiliated groups, have 
reportedly gone door-to-door, 
sometimes armed, seeking 
information from residents 
about their voter registration 
status, whether they voted in 
the 2020 election, and for 
whom they voted.

Members of the local 
group connected to 
USEIP were present at the 
commissioners’  meeting last 
week in Rangely, and spoke 
in support of defunding the 
voting system contract. 

The topic was not on 
the agenda at this week’ s 
commissioners’  meeting. 

Voting system a federal/state req.

Ramirez named to honor roll
MEEKER | Arely Ramirez of Meeker 

has been named to the dean’s honor roll 
at Wichita State University for the fall 2021 
semester. To be included on the dean's honor 
roll, a student must be enrolled full time (at 
least 12 credit hours) and earn at least a 3.5 
grade point average on a 4.0 scale. 

mailto:editor@ht1885.com
http://www.casaoftheninth.org
http://www.pioneershospital.org
mailto:editor@ht1885.com
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FROZEN

DAIRY
6 oz. Yoplait

YOGURT ....................................................................10for   
$6

1 lb. Tillamook

BUTTER.......................................................................
$399

11.5 oz. Simply

JUICE ..........................................................................3for   
$4

16 ct. Kraft

AMERICAN CHEESE..........................
$399

PRODUCE

7.5-11.88 oz. Banquet

FROZEN MEALS...................................3for   
$4

12 ct. Hot Pocket

FAMILY PACK....................................
$1049 

22 oz. Bertolli

FROZEN MEALS ...................................
$649

12 ct. Crav'n

ICE CREAM CUPS .....................2for   
$7

GROCERY
5.5 oz. Pringles

CHIPS.........................................................................2for   
$3

16 oz. Kraft

SALAD DRESSING..................2for   
$5

16.85-18 oz. Kraft

BBQ SAUCE..............................................2for   
$3

12 oz. Food Club

HONEY MUSTARD...................4for   
$5

12 oz. Food Club Horseradish

MUSTARD.....................................................4for   
$5

30 oz. Food Club Coarse Ground

DIJON MUSTARD ..........................4for   
$5

15 oz. Stagg

CHILI WITH BEANS...................
$179

24 oz. American Beauty

PASTA.....................................................................3for   
$4

15 oz. La Victoria

TACO SAUCE.............................................2for   
$5

12 ct. Simply Done Ultra Soft

BATH TISSUE......................................
$1099

75 SF. Simply Done

ALUMINUM FOIL..............................2for   
$5

/lb. 

MEAT
Bone In Pork

BOSTON BUTT ROAST ..........
$199

Boneless Beef

RIBEYE STEAK .........................................
$999       

16 oz. Oscar Mayer Classic Uncured

WEINERS.........................................................2for   
$5    

16 oz. Bar S

BOLOGNA ..............................................................
$188

/lb. 

/lb. 

12 oz. Food Club Nacho Sliced

Jalapeños

2 for $3
52 oz. Food Club

Orange Juice
2 for $5

970.878.5868 271 E. MARKET  MEEKER, COLORADO
Open seven days a week  7 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday through Saturday   8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday

Prices effective Mar. 24th through Mar. 30th, 2022

1 lb.

STRAWBERRIES.........................2 for   
$5

Fresh

ASPARAGUS.................................................
$149

Ripe

AVOCADOS ................................................2 for   
$4

Fresh

JALAPEÑO PEPPERS...........99¢/lb.
32 oz. Baby Cut

CARROTS................................................................
$188

1 lb. Mini

SWEET PEPPERS.................................
$188

Fresh

ARTICHOKES......................................2 for   
$5

Roma

TOMATOES.............................................99¢/lb.
Navel

ORANGES................................................................
$129

Fresh

TOMATOES .......................................99¢/lb.

/lb. 

Fresh
Lemons

20 oz. Food Club

Bacon
$699  

2 for $1 

Conservation district 
river committee 
meeting Mar. 30
������The Planning Advisory 
Committee (PAC) of the 
White River Conservation 
District will be meeting 
on Wednesday, March 
30 at the Rio Blanco Fire 
Protection Building in 
Meeker. The meeting will 
run from 6-8 p.m. The PAC 
will be updated on the 
projects generated from 
the Diversion and Riparian 
Assessments, review the 
proposed outline for the 
Phase II report, and dis-
cuss the priority projects 
for Phase III of the Water 
Initiative.

Livestock watering 
facility funding
������Landowners and 
Public Land Permittees: the 
White River and Douglas 
Creek Conservation Districts 
are offering a stipend to 
landowners/permittees with-
in the Conservation Districts 
to implement projects to 
maintain and/or improve 
livestock watering facilities 
(including ponds), during 
this extended drought peri-
od. Landowners/permittees 
are eligible to apply for up to 
four projects.
Applications for this funding 
are a short two-page doc-
ument. Completed applica-
tions will be approved on 
a first come, first served, 
basis pending funding 
availability that has been 
secured through grants.  
The respective district board 
will review and make the 
final decisions on applica-
tion approval at monthly 
board meetings. 
To apply for this funding 
assistance, please contact 
the Districts’ office at 970-
878-9838.  Applications are 
due by April 1, 2022.

Library book club
��������The book club 
will be reading "Homegoing" 
by Yaa Gyasi. We will dis-
cuss the book on Monday, 
April 11 at 1 p.m. at Meeker 
Public Library. All are wel-
come to join in the fun.

����������

RBC Public Health will be offering free 
blood pressure checks during White 

River Roundup lunches
TUESDAYS IN RANGELY &

FRIDAYS IN MEEKER

RADINO & CHUCKWAGON
Mar. 25 through 30, 2022

BLOOD PRESSURE
CHECKS

FRIDAY l MAR. 25
Roast beeef and gravy, baked potato (w/ 
sour cream & butter), green beans, pear, 
orange juice

MONDAY  l  MAR. 28
Chili, tossed salad, fruit cocktail, cornbread

TUESDAY l MAR. 29
Sweet and sour chicken, brown rice, 
oriental vegetables, applesauce

WEDNESDAY  l MAR. 30
Biscuits and gravy, scrambled eggs, 
Fiber One (1/2 cup), pear

RBC SENIOR CITIZEN NUTRITION PROGRAM
Menu is subject to change. Please call before 8 

a.m. for meal reservation. Meals served at noon.
Chuckwagon (Shona): 878-9671

Radino (Tamra): 878-9638
Suggested Donation age 60+: $2.50/meal

 Under age 60: $10.25/meal
Questions, call Debra, 878-9650.

CHOCOLATE

PRESS RELEASE
Special to the Herald Times

RBC I I’ d like to take this time to 
thank all that signed my petition to be RBC 
Commissioner for District 1 and for the dele-
gates who voted for me at the local assembly. 
I am on the ballot!  I’ m honored and excited to 
continue listening and meeting with the people 
of RBC to start a new powerful, yet positive 
approach to serving our county. If you have 
any questions, comments or suggestions, please 
feel free to call me at 970-314-5023, email me 
at: Love4RBC@ gmail.com, or instant message 
me on Facebook. I’ m ready to start working for 
all of you!

Here is my speech I gave at the RBC 
Republican Assembly on Saturday, March 19. 
I’ m sharing so you know where I am coming 
from and what I hope to accomplish as your 
next county commissioner.  

“ Thank you all for being here today and 
participating in a democratic process that our 
country has committed to for 233 years and 
counting. My name is Virginia Love, but most 
of you know me as Ginny. I am asking for your 
vote to be placed on the ballot for District 1 
Commissioner.  

My family homesteaded in Rio Blanco 
County in 1917, and I am proud to be a 

third-generation resident. Thirty-two years ago 
I married my husband Sam and we worked 
side by side ranching for 22 years. During this 
time we had 10 years of bred heifer sales that 
spanned three states. We built out two rural 
subdivisions that have contributed to a higher 
tax base and brought  wonderful people to the 
county. 

We have four sons, two daughters-in-law 
and four grandchildren. We raised our sons 
and taught them the importance of hard work, 
ethics, and dedication to the job before them. At 
meals, we discussed local, state, national, world 
politics, and news.

I was active in my children’ s school-relat-
ed activities, coordinating PeeWee Wrestling 
for 18 years, and I helped form the school 
Accountability Committees, where I served as 
president at each school. Working with both 
educators and children was enlightening, and 
I have some ideas about how to encourage our 
schools to become more involved with local 
government. I was also a Safehouse respond-
er and would like to help revamp its pres-
ence in RBC. I was involved in a Tri-County 
Economic Development group with Moffatt 
and Garfield Counties. I have served on the 
County’ s Planning Commission since 2014 and 
helped update our current land-use regulations. 
The planning commission is vital in ensuring 

that we adhere to state and federal statutes, and 
the rules/regulations set forth in our own coun-
ty. In 2020, I was appointed to the 9th District 
Judicial Commission where we judge the judges 
to ensure that citizens are given fair trials, and 
treated with respect. Through these various 

Love announces bid for commissioner

u See LOVE, Page 9

COU RT E SY  P H OT O
Ginny Love is running for the District 
1 Commissioner seat in the May recall 
election.

https://blancocellars.com/
mailto:Love4RBC@gmail.com
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By NIKI TURNER
editor@ht1885.com

You may remember 
the tale of the North 
Going Z ax and the 

South Going Z ax from Dr. 
Seuss’ s book “ The Sneetches 
and Other Stories.”  In 
short, these two species of 
Z ax were so prideful and 
stubborn, they refused to 
compromise on anything, 
to the point that they just 
stopped and got stuck and 
the world went on around 
them.

From politicians to 
preachers to pundits, it 

seems the 
only thing 
a n y o n e 
t a l k s 
a b o u t 
is what 
t h e y ’ r e 
a g a i n s t , 
never what they’ re for. 
That makes for some 
pretty pointless Z ax-like 
communication. If all I 
know about you is what 
you’ re against, we’ re going 
to have a hard time finding 
common ground. But if I 
know what you’ re for, we’ re 
likely to realize we share 
more commonality than we 

might have expected. 
We’ re going to need to 

find where we can agree and 
cooperate if we’ re to survive 
and thrive, and that’ s not 
possible if all we can talk 
about is what we’ re against. 

“ What are you for? ”  
sets an entirely different 
tone than “ What are you 
against? ”  One brings energy 
into the conversation and 
one sucks the life out of it. 
One propels us forward, one 
tangles us up in futility.

It’ s time to start having 
those positive conversations. 
Time to stop acting like 
Z axes.
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MEMBER

“Never budge! That’s my rule. Never budge 
in the least! Not an inch to the west! Not an 
inch to the east! I’ll stay here, not budging! I 
can and I will if it makes you and me and the 

whole world stand still!”
~ The South Going Zax
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Zaxes
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By KAYE SULLIVAN
Special to the Herald Times

Here’ s an amazing resource 
in Meeker and Rangely —  
the New Eden Pregnancy 

Care Center. Free to users, staffed 
entirely by volunteers, and 
completely sourced by donations, 
new parents couldn’ t ask for more 
assistance.

Especially because our local hospitals 
provide no birthing center or specialized care 
for pregnant women or new babies, these 
humble places are centers of care and hope. 

Some 70 years ago my husband had to 
be birthed in Glenwood Springs, not locally, 
because the Meeker hospital didn’ t offer 
birthing services. Apparently, the same saga 
continues today and I find that astonishing.

For us lucky mothers who received 
intensive prenatal care including routine 
checkups, vitamins, advice then followed up 
by similar routine checkups of our newborns 
—  I guess you could call us spoiled. 

Pregnant women, foster families, 
struggling parents will find a friendly place 
of caring and resources that are just amazing. 
Even in our safe communities, domestic 
violence or similar situations affecting 

children cause a need for temporary 
foster care. Many households take 
on the loving challenge of being a 
foster family and providing a safe 
haven for children. When they don’ t 
possess the necessary supplies, New 
Eden helps them out.

Here you can receive formula, 
diapers, baby supplies, baby food, 
and maternity clothes. It’ s an 
amazing store of clean clothing for 

your children and babies. I just wanted to 
touch every cute tiny piece of clothing along 
with the toys and books. It’ s truly a baby 
clothing center of the first order.

As well, free pregnancy tests, educational 
resources and referrals to specialists are 
available. Coming along soon in Meeker will 
be a mobile van providing ultrasound tests.

Headed by Director Brooke Slaughter, the 
Meeker center is open Thursdays from 1– 6 
p.m. at 345 Main St.

A similar operation is available in Rangely 
headed by Director Melissa Norman at 219 S. 
Sunset, open Monday 10 a.m. –  4 p.m. and 
Thursday 1-4 p.m.

Thank you ladies, all the volunteers, and 
donors who make these places available to 
those in need.

New Eden Pregnancy Care Center

Kaye 
Sullivan
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By DOLLY VISCARDI
Special to the Herald Times

"He l l o . 

Hellooooooooo… ?  Dolly, 
Dolly, Did you just call?  Do 
you need something? ”

     These unexpected “ butt 
calls”  have turned to the dark 
side. My mobile phone calls 
are beginning to be a real 
problem, at least for anyone 
and everyone who ever gave 
me their phone number. On 
the surface, there is supposed 
to be an easy fix. I keep 
trying to winnow down my 
contact list. It appears to be a 
simple task. 

     Yet, my cell 
phone is running 
amok.  Most of the 
unintended calls 
have only one thing 
in common: they 
are on my contact 
list.  Some of the 
people who get 
these annoying 
calls are not only surprised, 
they are clearly irritated. I 
understand completely. 

     My flimsy, originally 
funny excuse, “ I am sorry, 
my phone wanted to talk to 
you”  doesn’ t work anymore. 
It started out with family 
and friends but has extended 
to bothering anyone and 
everyone who happened 
to give me their cell phone 

number. Posterior 
pocket calls still 
prevail. No longer 
can I get away with 
a quick apology. 
Better to be done 
with it and start all 
over. 

      Even those 
of us who justify 

our need to have the phone 
close at hand for family, 
find it harder to explain a 
lack of cell phone finesse. 
So. I will continue to pull 
out the silliest excuse of all.  
My phone has become the 
worst personal assistant one 
can ever imagine. Artificial 
Intelligence of some sort is 
giving her the orders now. 
Mea Culpa!

Artificial intelligence

Dolly 
Viscardi

April
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5:30 -

8:00 P.M.

I N R A N G E L Y A T T H E

O L D A C E H I

RIO BLANCO COUNTY
STATE OF THE RIVER EVENT

J o i n t h e C o l o r a d o R i v e r D i s t r i c t &

R i o B l a n c o W a t e r C o n s e r v a n c y D i s t r i c t f o r

PLEASE RSVP ON OUR WEBSITE:
bit.ly/rioblancoSOR22

Potato Bake Dinner Provided
F R E E - M U S T R S V P

HEY THERE, BUSINESS INSIDERS!
Join our private Facebook group for marketing tips, 
tricks and support!

Join now!

mailto:editor%40ht1885.com?subject=
http://www.ht1885.com
mailto:ads%40ht1885.com?subject=
mailto:accounts%40ht1885.com?subject=
mailto:editor%40ht1885.com?subject=
mailto:lucas%40ht1885.com?subject=
http://www.theheraldtimes.com
bit.ly/rioblancoSOR22
facebook.com/groups/632515514627261
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THOUGHTS EXPRESSED ON OPINION PAGES ARE EXCLUSIVELY THOSE 
OF THE WRITER AND DO NOT REFLECT THOSE OF THE HERALD TIMES. 
INFORMATION CONTAINED ON THE OPINION PAGES HAS NOT BEEN FACT-
CHECKED. LETTERS ARE PRINTED IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER BY LAST NAME. 
SUBMIT SIGNED LETTERS ON MATTERS OF LOCAL INTEREST TO EDITOR@
HT1885.COM, MAIL TO PO BOX 720, MEEKER, CO 81641 OR DROP OFF AT 
304 4TH ST., MEEKER. THERE IS NO CHARGE. WE WILL NOT PUBLISH LIBEL, 
SLANDER OR HATE SPEECH. DUE TO SPACE CONSTRAINTS, WE REQUEST 

SUBMISSIONS OF 500 WORDS OR LESS. 

All of us are the solution. Business owners, family 
members, community leaders — we all carry the weight 
of helping our neighbors with substance use disorder.  
Local treatment options, harm reduction strategies, stories 
of others who have walked the path to recovery, are all 
available on our website. It’s local and confidential.

WE 
CAN

Paid for by the Rural Alliance Addressing Substance Use Disorder Colorado

solvingSUDtogether.org
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By SEAN 
VONROENN

ERBM Executive Director

Thanks to the entire 
Meeker community, 
program participants 

and visitors who made 
2021 a great all-around 
year after the whirlwind 
of 2020. Please find below 
a brief description of 
many accomplishments 
and highlights of the 
ERBM Recreation and 
Park District team over 
the past year; and if you’ d 
like more information on 
any of these items please 
access our agency’ s 2021 
Annual Report by scanning 
the QR code below or 
visit www.ERBMrec.com/
annualreport. 

Key ERBM highlights 
in 2021 included: 
celebration of ERBM’ s 
40th anniversary with 
giveaways and promotion 
throughout the year; 
completion of the Circle 
Park Pond along with 
grand opening event and 
Colorado Lottery Starburst 
Award for this project; 

new outdoor and pool 
inflatables to enhance 
special events; significant 
plumbing repair and lap 
pool resurfacing during 
May maintenance closure; 
critical information 
technology updates 
including new computers, 
phones, as well as 
planning work for fiber 
installation in 2022; MRC 
flooring updates in the 
fitness room, lounge and 
office areas; significant 
budget stabilization efforts 
including $120,000 in 
annual staffing reductions 
in response to over 30% 
reduction in tax revenue 
over the last three years; 
and in-depth analysis of 
ERBM programming and 
user fees which yielded 
incremental increases in 
MRC drop-rates and other 
fees in 2021.  

Coming up in 2022 
ERBM looks forward 
to continued work with 
the Town of Meeker on 
two grant applications 
toward a second phase 
of work at Circle Park 
and in-town river 
corridor improvements. 
The Colorado Water 
Conservation Board 
(CWCB) just recently 
approved one of these 
grants for $150,000 which 
is anticipated to be utilized 
to offset final design 
development and project 
management costs. ERBM 
and the Town have applied 
for a $500,000 grant from 
Great Outdoors Colorado 
which will determine the 
extent to which this project 

is able to move forward in 
the near future. 

ERBM scheduled 
capital improvements 
in 2022 include some 
big-ticket infrastructure 
items with: 1) the main 
lower parking lot at MRC 
receiving new asphalt and 
subsurface work; 2) the 
existing undersized MRC 
pool dehumidification 
system will be replaced 
with an updated and 
properly sized unit; and 
3) MRC and maintenance 
shop will undergo a full 
fiber-optic cable network 
installation to update 
information technology 
capab i l i t i e s  and 
functionality. Additionally, 
this year ERBM will be 
conducting an extensive 
ADA compliance review 
at all facilities; and 
continuing to work on 
financial sustainability 
efforts through a review 
of the District’ s fiscal 
policies, cost recovery 
goals, asset management, 
and ongoing operational 
and personnel costs. 

In uncertain times, we 
at ERBM are thankful to 
help make Meeker such 
an awesome place to live, 
work and play!  Be sure 
to mark your calendar 
and cast your vote in the 
upcoming May 3rd special 
district election at the 
Fairfield Center where 
ERBM has six candidates 
running for three open 
seats. As always, if you 
have any questions or 
feedback for us please stop 
in and see us anytime.

ERBM 2021 Annual Report 
available; district updates

TAP FOR ERBM'S 2021 
ANNUAL REPORT:

We want our 
votes back
Dear Editor:

While we waited with 
anticipation for the 2016 
results, the ground swell 
support for Trump grew 
until we knew he would 
win the 2020 election. So 
the cataclysmic turn of 
events including the ‘ made-
for-TV’  staged Jan. 6 riots 
and the refusal to hear any 
lawsuit with evidence that 
the election was stolen 
made me immediately 
suspect something had 
happened to our vote.

I met Trump in 2016 at a 
rally in Buffalo, New York; 
I read every book he wrote 
and many written about 
him. I trust him: he fulfilled 
his campaign promises 
then continued meeting 
honorable goals. When he 
said that he would likely 
never accept the legitimacy 
of the election, I knew the 
election had been stolen.

I started researching 
every sourced fact I 
could find including 
why the courts refused 
to hear evidence that the 
election was stolen. I met 
with friends who also 
researched what happened 
to our election. We formed 
our local group— Restore 
America: United. We held 
public meetings to inform 
residents we suspected the 
election was stolen. 

We listened to Retired 
Air Force Colonel Shawn 
Smith, Dr. Douglas G. 
Frank, Mike Lindell, Steve 

Bannon, Sherronna Bishop,  
Debbie Perry-Smith; we 
researched information 
distributed by trusted 
freedom groups such as 
U.S. Election Integrity 
Plan (USEIP); and gathered 
files of sourced evidence 
proving the election was 
stolen.  

… and we watched Tina 
Peters.

Then before the Trusted 
Build of the Rio Blanco 
County (RBC) Dominion 
machine ’ s operating 
system, we invited retired 
Colonel Shawn Smith 
to attend via Z oom a 
Commissioner ’ s meeting, 
and I called Mesa County 
Clerk Tina Peters. Smith and 
Peters advised us to request 
that our Commissioners 
write a letter to our County 
Clerk requesting a delay 
of the Trusted Build so the  
integrity of the Trusted 
Build could be verified. 
Our County Clerk denied 
receiving the letter in time 
to act on it. 

We attended Dr. Frank’ s 
Z oom meeting at which he 
explained how he proved 
pre-set algorithms stole 
the 2020 elections. Frank’ s 
scientific investigation 
proved that numerous states 
throughout America had 
more registered voters in 
many counties than eligible 
voters. Rio Blanco County  
was one of those counties. 
I was on the Z oom meeting 
and asked Dr. Frank what 
were the results in RBC —  
he said 100.7% registered 
voters —  more than if 

every eligible voter were 
registered: impossible at 
more than 100%. 

So we held more public 
meetings and were trained 
by the Colorado Concerned 
Citizens to implement a 
Voter Integrity Project 
Survey (Project). Our 
findings showed fraud — 
deceased, vacant residents, 
and out-of-state residents 
voted. I wrote an article 
in the Herald Times and 
Rangely Review presenting 
our findings. The SOS 
department wrote a scathing 
attack of our group and our 
voter integrity project in 
an attempt to convince our 
County residents that our 
Project was illegitimate. 

We wrote Letters to 
the Editor responding to 
the attack. We wrote our 
Voter Process Proposal 
and presented it to our 
Commissioners. We 
presented a defense of the 
integrity of hand-counting 
votes to the Rio Blanco 
Commissioners. 

In the Tuesday vote 
addressing the supplemental 
budget in order to defund 
the appropriations for 
Dominion ‘ Voting Systems,  
C o m m i s s i o n e r s - - G a r y 
Moyer (District 1) and Jeff 
Rector (District 2) voted 
in our favor;  Ty Gates 
(District 3) voted against 
our favor. Rio Blanco 
County Clerk and Recorder 
Boots M. Campbell 
spoke against our favor, 
stating lawsuits that the 
Secretary of State (SOS) 
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u See LETTERS, Page 6 TAP FOR 
REPORT
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Meeker
Christian
Church
443 School St. • 878-5105

ADULTS & CHILDREN
Sunday School 10am Sun.
Church Service 11am Sun.

Not the only Christians, 
but Christians only

Meeker
Christian
Church
443 School St. • 878-5105

ADULTS & CHILDREN
Sunday School 10am Sun.
Church Service 11am Sun.

Not the only Christians, 
but Christians only

Meeker
Christian
Church
4 4 3  School St.  • 878-5105

ADULTS & CHILDREN
Sunday School 10 am Sun.
Church Service 11am Sun.

Not the only Christians,
but Christians only

A U C T I O N !
Annual Spring

Consignment Auction 
Sat., Apr. 9, 9 a.m. 

2368 S. 1500 E. 
(Hwy. 40) in Vernal, Utah

Equipment of all kinds, many 
vehicles, semi’s, trailers, campers, 
boats, ATV’s, snowmobiles, pipe, 
generators, air compressors, 
tools, snow blower, guns, ammo, 
saddles, tack, yard and garden 
items, lawn mowers, household 
furniture, antiques and collectibles, 
and much more! 

For More Information or to 
consign to this auction, please 
call ZJ Auction Service Inc. at 

435-828-7424 or go to 
www.zjauction.com
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By ED PECK
Special to the Herald Times

No, we didn’ t just open 
a trunk and find a 
surprise from Mother. 

It’ s just an expression used by 
Scandinavians to complain 
about joint pain, which 
seems to be a gene passed 
on through generations. 
Sometimes genes carry the 
predisposition to certain 
ailments and diseases. The 
Russian Royals are an 
example of this. Too many 
intermarriages produced 
hemophilia. A scratch 
shortened the lifeline of the 
Romanov Prince. 

People have become 
more aware of preventative 
medicine lately. TV doctors 
push the idea of early 
detection giving patients a 
better chance of survival. 
Sounds like a good idea, 
time will tell. Anyway, the 
result is people are trying to 
find out if their ancestors had 
certain health issues. It has 
become a major reason why 
some people start a family 
tree. Doctors at Pioneer 
Medical Center have an 
extensive list of diseases and 
cancers they want to know 

if you or your parents and 
grandparents had. People 
have asked me if someone 
has collected medical 
information on their family 
tree. The answer is yes. 
The problem is government 
HIPPA laws prevent access 
to even family members. 
The result is that public tree 
databases don’ t promote 
collection of medical data for 
fear of lawsuits. Individual 
members can post family 
documents such as stories 
or even copies of death 
certificates with cause of 
death. Those documents are 
not controlled by the website. 
Obituaries can be a good 
source of cause of death or 
long-term illnesses. Just be 
aware that the information 
may not be from a doctor’ s 
diagnosis. Even old coroners’  
reports had ambiguous terms 
like ABLEPSY, AGUE, 
APOPLEX Y, BARREL 
FEVER [ alcoholism] , 
GRIPPE, DROPSY, and 
CADUCEUS. The best 
suggestion I have to you is, 
be bold about asking living 
family members about 
cancers, heart problems, 
fragile bones, eye problems, 
allergies and things that 

often are passed onto future 
generations. Push past all 
the old stigmas. Old families 
don’ t want to talk about the 
negative. I contrast that with 
today’ s elderly generation 
offering you an ORGAN 
RECITAL, any time you 
ask them “ how are you” . 
Histories of dyslexia, ADD 
and color blindness can help 
teachers correctly identify 
problems often disguised as 
behavior problems. Write 
those important things down 
for your children. Couple 
that information with a 
three-generation chart. Early 
testing for certain cancers 
can save lives. I wouldn’ t 
waste time worrying about 
male pattern blindness 
(the trait of all husbands 
not to see ketchup bottles 
in refrigerators) or Viking 
Knees. TEX AS RIBS ARE 
MORE IMPORTANT 
THAN VIKING KNEES, 
unless you have to bend over 
to pick them up.

As always, I welcome 
suggestions for future 
columns. 

Ed Peck can be reached 
through this newspaper or 
the White River Museum.

I have inherited my mother's Viking knees!

might file. This is coercive 
manipulation.

Create a fear, separate 
the people, control the 
communication, you 
control the people. The 
SOS is trying to create a 
fear among Coloradoans, 
separate those of us who 
stand for God and America; 
control the communication 
through their media and 

legislative propaganda, so 
they can control us. 

We, however, work 
to preserve the integrity 
of every legal resident’ s 
vote because as Abraham 
Lincoln said, “ Elections 
belong to the people.”

Respectfully,
Susie Berardi

Restore America: United
Rangely

Gratitude for 
assembly support
Dear Editor:

I would like to express 
my sincere gratitude to 
the delegates, alternates, 
Republican Committee 
members, and attendees that 
attended and participated at 
the 2022 Rio Blanco County 
Republican Assembly. I 

would especially like to 
acknowledge the hard work 
and commitment of the Rio 
Blanco County Republican 
Central Committee to 
ensure the event was well 
organized, informative, and 
engaging.

The overwhelming show 
of support by party delegates 
as well as alternates was 
greatly appreciated. It was a 
great day to be in attendance 
with so many like-minded 
patriots. The process we 
use to choose and elect 
our representatives is 
important and I appreciate 
everyone taking the time 
out of their busy schedules 
to help choose the people 
that will be on the ballot 
for the Republican Primary 
Election slated for June 
28, 2022. I was humbled 
by the vast amount of 
support and warm words of 
encouragement as I advance 
forward in the political 
process to be elected the 
next Sheriff of Rio Blanco 
County.

I would like to apologize 
in advance to everyone. 
During the next two weeks 
I will have limited ability 
to make phone calls or 
answer emails because of 
family and professional 
commitments.

At the end of this week, I 
will be flying to Ft. Benning, 
Georgia to attend my son’ s 
graduation from US Army 
Airborne School. Anthony 
“ AJ”  is the next generation 
of my family to attend 
Army Airborne training 
and move on to serve in a 
US Army Airborne unit. I 
served two years in the 35th 
Signal Battalion (ABN) at 
Ft. Bragg, North Carolina. 
I also had two great uncles 
that served in the 101st and 
the 82nd Airborne Divisions 
respectively during WW2 
and jumped into France on 

D-Day. I will be pinning my 
airborne wings on my son, 
and it goes without saying 
that I could not be prouder. 
After graduation “ AJ”  will 
be assigned to an airborne 
unit at Ft. Bragg, North 
Carolina. My son will be 
the fifth generation to serve 
in the US military dating 
back to WW1 and carries on 
a proud family tradition of 
service to our nation.

The following week 
I will be attending an 
FBI Law Enforcement 
Executive Development 
training course. The goal 
of the course is to advance 
the science and art of law 
enforcement leadership and 
promote the exchange of 
information to improve law 
enforcement management 
practices through training, 
education, and networking 
among police professionals 
across the United States. 
Like all great training 
opportunities, this course is 
sure to be informative as 
well as challenging.

Continuing education 
is important at every 
level of law enforcement. 
Continuing education 
creates a better, well 
rounded law enforcement 
officer who can think 
critically, problem solve, 
and has a wider perspective 
to address issues that may 
arise within our community 
which makes us all safer.

I assure you that during 
this period away I will 
devote as much time and 
effort as possible to answer 
questions and respond to 
emails.

Thank you again for 
everyone’ s continued 
support and understanding.

Sincerely,
Rich Garner

Candidate for Rio Blanco 
County Sheriff

Bridge to home
Dear Editor:

The veterans proposing 
the dedication of the town 
bridges to veterans is 
commendable.

“ Bridge to Home”  
seems fitting to all who 
have served and returned 
home …  either living or 
deceased. 

God bless all of our 
veterans!

J.P. Jones
Meeker

Me versus we
Dear Editor:

Few would argue our 
world is in shambles, 
national leadership 
and local leadership 
are in chaos. Our local 
government is not exempt 
of problems. We have 
righteous, good-willed 
people, and even a few 
swamp rats. Some are 
into politics for “ me”  
(themselves) and some 
are in it for “ we” , (the 
citizens). I’ ve found a way 
to easily see who’ s who. 

I read the letters of 
intent presented by all 
candidates. I’ m convinced 
of one thing; our vote 
shouldn’ t be wasted on 
the “ me”  candidates, 
it is earned by the “ we”  
candidates. 

The “ me”  candidates 
brag of their personal 
accomplishments in life, 
omitting any forethought 
of problem solving and 
failing to identify problems 
of their own making. A 
“ me”  candidate tries only 
to impress us with his/her 
personal achievements, 
self-serving. The “ me”  
candidate is only interested 
in serving their personal 
desire to be important and 
not in serving the needs of 
“ we”  the community. 

LETTERS: continued
u Continued from Page 5

u See MORE LETTERS,
Page 7

http://www.coloradoadvancedorthopedics.com
http://www.cookchevy.com
http://www.zjauction.com
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VACCINE CLINICS COVID-19 TESTING

RBC Department of Public Health & Environment  •  970.878.9520 Meeker ∙ 970.878.9525 Rangely
https://rbc.us/282/Public-Health  •  Email: publichealth@rbc.us

Vaccinations for COVID-19 (ages 5 and up) and 
flu are available now. All insurance is accepted. 

COVID-19 vaccines are free of charge. 
No appointment is necessary at our 

walk-in vaccine clinics.

This publication is supported by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) as part of a financial assistance award totaling $292,794.00 with 100 percent funding by 
CDC/HHS. The contents are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official views of, nor an endorsement, by CDC/HHS, or the U.S. Government.

BOOSTER DOSES
Booster doses are available in Colorado for anyone over 
the age of 12, as long as 5 months have passed since 
initial MRNA series (Pfizer or Moderna), or 2 months 
since initial Johnson & Johnson dose

1st, 2nd and booster doses of Moderna and Pfizer 
COVID vaccinations are available at all of our clinics. 

NEW WALK-IN VACCINE CLINIC SCHEDULE

VACCINES IN
RANGELY 
101 E. MAIN ST.

Wednesdays, 12-5:30pm
*MAR. 30 RANGELY 
CLINIC CANCELED*

COVID-19 testing is available 
by appointment in both 

Meeker and Rangely.
Call 970-878-9520 to 

schedule.

Home test kits are now 
available at public health. 
Please call 970-878-9520 

to request. 

For more information please visit:  
https://rbc.us/606/COVID-19-Updates

VACCINES IN 
MEEKER
200 MAIN ST. 

Thursdays
12-5:30pm

RBC COVID-19 UPDATES

OTHER VACCINATIONS

CURRENT CASE COUNTS AND 
STATISTICS CAN BE FOUND ON THE 
RIO BLANCO COUNTY DASHBOARD. 

SCAN THE QR CODE OR VISIT
RBC.US/606/COVID-19-UPDATES

Please call to schedule an appointment 
for all other vaccines, including shingles, 

pneumonia, and childhood immunizations. 
Walk-ins for flu shots are welcome based 

on nurse availability.

CASE 
COUNTS

MORE LETTERS: continued
u Continued from Page 6

The “ we”  candidates may reference 
professional accomplishments however 
they identify issues they see as 
problematic. They provide ideas of how to 
address these issues if elected. They have 
goals to help “ we”  the citizens and they’ ll 
admit their own shortcomings, they’ re 
true to the fact not everyone is perfect. 
To be a “ we”  candidate, you must possess 
and maintain the desire to serve “ we”  the 
citizens while foregoing focus on your 
personal ambitions and notoriety. 

Frankly, I don’ t care if you’ re the 
president of NASA, or the custodian at a 
campground. The positions for which you 
are seeking our votes comes with high 
standards, including honesty, integrity, 
and service to all citizens of the county.

A candidate’ s letter in the HT dated 
Feb. 2, 2022, left me totally confounded 
and is a prime example of the “ me”  
candidate.

Incumbent Sheriff Anthony Mazzola 
stated: he is the President of the CSOC, 
“ providing quality relevant programs 
and support with integrity, transparency 
and accountability.”  In 2020 and 2021 
he was part of numerous committees, 
“ seeking amendments to law enforcement 
reform bills.”  “ He fought to strengthen 
the voice of law enforcement at the 
capitol.”  He, along with the CSOS, and 
Colorado Chiefs of Police Assn and the 
FOP “ made a tremendous difference in 
many bills presented.”  He states he was 
appointed twice, to the Colorado POST 
board and he’ s a “ very active member”  of 
the Lions Club where he was “ president 
for two years.”  He’ s also a member of the 
V.F.W., a former president of the board of 
directors, for the WREA and he currently 
serves on the CNCC Foundation Board. 

What does any of this have to do with 
being a successful Sheriff for “ we”  the 
citizens of Rio Blanco County?  

Do you drive your patrol car to and fro, 
attending said meetings?  Do you spend 
taxpayer money for hotels, meals, and get 
paid by us during these excursions?  When 
do you have time to be Sheriff?  How well 
have you overseen the Sheriff Office? 
Why such poor relationships between your 
office and other L.E. Agencies? Why close 
the county jail to save money, then spend 
those savings by hiring more patrol staff, 
buying new equipment, giving pay raises, 
and paying to export our inmates?  How 
can you claim this is fiscally responsible? 
What are the actual numbers saved and 
spent?  

What makes less sense is the fact you 
and/or your undersheriff stated in a prior 
news release, the pay increase were a 
retention measure, used to compete with 
Rangely and Meeker Police Departments. 
Neither of these agencies pay anywhere 
near what the sheriff office paid even 
before you gave pay raises.

What have you done for “ we”  the 
community?  How does gallivanting 
around the state serve Rio Blanco County 
citizens?  What have you done that is 
productive for the citizens of Rio Blanco 
County during the past two terms?  Why 
should “ WE”  vote for you?  

“ We”  the citizens elected you to be Rio 
Blanco County Sheriff and to perform all 
the duties and requirements of this sacred 
office, yet it appears you’ve committed 
most of your time to “ me”  endeavors, 
seeking notoriety over the performance 
of your statutory duties. Your letter to 
the paper supports my statements and 
therefore demands answers.

Roy Kinney
Rangely

Bravo, Commissioner Gates
Dear Editor:

Standing up for truth and facts requires 
a clear head and a good moral foundation 
to stand on. Thank you so much for 
casting the dissenting vote concerning the 
voting machines during the last meeting 
of the Board of County Commissioners 
in Rangely.  

There is a movement in our nation to 
question the integrity and fairness of our 
system to elect our leaders, from local 
ones all the way up to the President…

Apparently, a defeated former president 
called the top election official of a state 
which was lost to his opponent. There is 
a widely circulated quote by the losing 
candidate: " What I want to do is this. I 
just want to find 11,780 votes, which is 
one more than [ the 11,779-vote margin 
of defeat]  we have, because we won the 
state.”

The defeated former president continues 
to claim that he has won the election 
but has not delivered any evidence of 
widespread voter fraud or has won a 
single lawsuit confirming voter fraud. He 
has not conceded and has tried to obstruct 
the peaceful transfer of power.

There are a substantial number of US 
citizens who claim widespread voter fraud 
and want to change voting procedures 
including some of our citizens here in Rio 

Blanco County. 
Our Clerk and Recorder Boots 

Campbell and all the election judges have 
not found any voter fraud or irregularities, 
there is no reason to believe that any 
votes were stolen. Nevertheless, people 
are pushing the conspiracy theories and 
our commissioners Rector and Moyer are 
right in the middle of it…

Thank you again, Commissioner Gates 
for standing up for the truth and not 
bending to the pressure exerted by citizens 
with no evidence of voter fraud on their 
side. I totally respect their opinions and 
their right to express them.  With this 
letter to the editor, I am expressing my 
opinion as well. 

I will defend my right to vote. With 
a deep passion for my freedom and the 
freedom of my fellow citizens I object to 
the notion of stolen elections. Bring me 
the evidence of election fraud… show me 
the facts!

There is zero proof of the voting 
machines stealing votes. Nevertheless, 
there is an organized attack to raise 
serious doubt about our voting process. 
Our previous president is mobilizing 
his people to promote unsupported 
accusations which in the minds of his 
followers, repeated, turn into facts in their 
minds. Fortunately, our courts are still 
impartial and do not fall for unproven 
accusations. 

As free people we believe that all 
citizens in the United States of America 
have the right to vote and their vote is 
counted.  

All Americans know very well, if you 
lose a game you smile at your opponent, 
shake hands, and move on. We now have 
Americans who are angry at the opponents 
and the referee, do not shake hands, do not 
accept defeat but rather want to change the 
rules of the game. Numerous democracies 
were lost after leaders undermined the 
key tool of democracy, the right to vote. 
Clerk and Recorder Boots Campbell and 
Commissioner Gates are my defenders 
of our democracy, and they stand for 
freedom for all of us.  

Submitted with passion to defend our 
freedom,

Albert Krueger
Meeker

Thanks from Lucero family
Dear Editor:

On Feb. 18, Cisco, Brielle, and myself 
were involved in a car accident on Hwy.  

139. We are now home and although Cisco 
has a long recovery ahead of him we are 
beyond blessed to be alive.  We would like 
to thank the Rangely Fire Department, 
ambulance crews, Classic flight crew, Rio 
Blanco Sheriff' s department, Dispatch.

Utah gas employees and people that 
stopped to offer assistance. 

Rangely emergency Room, doctors and 
nurses —  all of the RDH employees. 
You all went above and beyond. I am so 
thankful for being a part of RDH. 

We are incredibly moved by so many 
people in this community that offered or 
took care of all of our animals —  picked 
up and delivered hay. Made sure our house 
was ready for our arrival. The building of 
the ramp so Cisco can use his wheelchair.

So many people that brought meals, put 
batteries in our truck, had it maintained 
and brought the truck to Grand Junction. 
The generous help in getting a motel while 
Cisco was in St. Mary’ s. And the many 
friends that offered their homes for us and 
our families to stay during that time. 

The Rangely Chamber of Commerce. 
The generous amount of donations was 
unbelievable and appreciated. Scout 
Energy, Cisco and I are so grateful for the 
company and employees for all of your 
support. 

And last, but certainly not least the fire 
department for escorting us home with 
Cisco. 

We love our community and can’ t thank 
you all enough for everything you’ ve 
done. We are truly grateful and blessed. 

Thank you,
Cisco, Jeani Lucero and family

A question for Rector
Dear Editor:

I attended Tuesday’ s commissioner 
meeting with the intention to ask 
Commissioner Jeff Rector a question, but 
he wasn’ t present. This is the question 
I was going to ask: “ You stated you 
intend to resign when a replacement could 
be found. It is my understanding the 
committee cannot offer a replacement 
until your letter is in place. Seems like a 
catch-22, can you offer an explanation?  
The committee cannot go forward until 
your letter is in place.

Carol Parr
Meeker 

http://www.rbc.us/282/Public-Health
https://www.rbc.us/606/COVID-19-Updates


RIO BLANCO HERALD TIMES
Thursday, March 24, 2022

�� ����

PRESS RELEASE
Special to the Herald 

Times

RBC I George C. 
Wenschhof (1941-2022) 
and Glenda F. Wenschhof 
(1949-2011) were ranchers 
and active members of 
the community in the 
Meeker, Colorado area. 
George was best known for 
having designed and, with 
the assistance of skilled 
professionals, constructing 
the first private 
hydroelectric plant on his 
ranch in Meeker. Glenda 
was an active member in 
numerous cattlemen and 
ladies organizations, as 
well as both being members 
of a church. 

While George was the 
innovator who took charge 
of the daily operations, 
Glenda took care of all the 
back office correspondence 
and bookkeeping functions. 
She was credited with 
keeping things on track 
until her passing in 2011.

Jaclyn met and married 
George in 2011 and moved 
to Meeker, Colorado. 
With the passing of 
George in January, 2022, 
Jaclyn put forth the idea 
and opportunity to help 

the students within the 
area by making available 
a scholarship for the 
development of ranch-
related vocational skills 
education.

There are now two 
separate scholarships 
available, at $1,000 each, 
for high school seniors 
in Rio Blanco County 
pursuing vocational 
programs. Applications are 
available through the high 
school counselors or at the 
White River Museum. 

When asked, George 
once told a group at a 
hydroelectric conference 
that he had a CBE 
degree, that is, “ Cowboy 
Engineering.”  That was 
his way of saying that he 
was able to accomplish 
many things by relying on 
his lifetime of vocational 
life skills learned through 
on-the-job training, 
informal, and hands-on 
learning. 

G e o rg e  w a s 
mechanically gifted and 
an advocate for vocational 
skills development 
in any form. He and 
Glenda found a shortage 
of vocational-skilled 
professionals in the area 
and very few scholarship 
opportunities for formal 

vocational learning for 
young people today. As a 
result, they are making this 
scholarship available for 
the development of ranch-
related skills development 
for students in Rio Blanco 
County who wish to attend 
any accredited institution. 

Some of the “ ranch-
related”  skills qualifying 
for this funding include, 
but are not limited to: 
electrician, plumbing, 
carpentry, welding, CDL 
licensure, and mechanics 
(diesel, gas and e-vehicle). 
Also included are training 
programs that enhance 
the community, such as: 
HVAC, appliance repair, 
vet technician, equine/
animal husbandry, certified 
medical technician. 

The scholarship fund 
is administered by the Rio 
Blanco County Historical 
Society.

The application process 
is as follows: Fill out the 
application, including 
written or video responses 
to the essay questions, 
and provide two reference 
letters from non-family 
members. 

Essay questions can be 
written or presented in video 
format. Introduce yourself. 
Who are you, where are 
you from, and how would 
you best describe yourself?  
Experience. Do you 
currently have any ranch-
related skills experience?  
If so, explain. Scholarship 
Role in Your Life. Why 
are you applying for this 
scholarship?  How do you 
expect this scholarship and 
your chosen vocational 
development to help you 
in the future?  Then what?  
What are your career 
aspirations?

Applications and essays 
must be submitted to the 
school counselor or to Terri 
Ruckman-Reed at the Rio 
Blanco County Historical 
Society at 565 Park Ave., 
Meeker, CO 81641, by 5 

p.m., March 31, 2022. 
The selection committee 

will then select applicants 
for a final interview before 
the scholarship is awarded. 
Award will be announced 
by April 29, 2022 

The selection committee 
consists of three voting 
members and one non-
voting member who can 
vote only if one member 
resigns or is unable to 
participate in the selection 
process. 

Q&A
Is the scholarship 

available to any high 
school senior living in Rio 
Blanco even if they don’ t 
attend school in Meeker, 
CO?  Yes. 

Are any students 
exc luded  f rom 
consideration for this 
scholarship?  Yes. Students 
who are related to 
Committee members.

Can the scholarship 
be used for traditional 
academic coursework in 
general education and/or 
in pursuit of an academic 
degree outside of those 
listed such as Business 
Management, Education, 
Finance, Nursing, or 
Computer Science?   No.

Is the scholarship based 
on high school academic 
standing?  No.

Is the scholarship 
based on financial need?  
Somewhat. Financial need 
is one consideration along 
with the essay/video and 
interview.

Is there a formal 
application process?  Yes. 

About the Sponsors
George C. Wenschhof.
George had undiagnosed 

dyslexia and as such did 
not do well in school, 
finding reading and 
spelling difficult. He was, 
however, a gifted hands-
on learner and sought out 
individuals who could 
teach him what he needed 
to know. Then relying on 
his mechanical abilities and 
skills innovated to meet the 
present needs. 

Prior to becoming a 
rancher, George owned 
and operated an excavating 
business laying cable 
under the highways, 
and a commercial knife 
sharpening business he 
started in his garage 
with only a small knife 
sharpener. He taught 

himself the business, 
adapted machinery to 
provide a better product, 
and was in demand across 
the country at major 
publishing companies, the 
US Mint and US Postal 
Service where he modified 
the cutting machines for 
self-sticking. He served 
40 years in the military 
in many capacities, 
including, but not limited 
to flight mechanic, pilot, 
and Standards Instruction 
Pilot (SIP), providing 
check rides, training, 
and qualifying helicopter 
pilots.  He achieved 
advanced levels of flight 
and maintenance skills and 
was maintenance-certified 
for all models of helicopter 
and all fixed wing planes 
up to a 747-cargo plane. 
He was instrumental in the 
development and testing 
of the first night vision 
goggles and was awarded 
the Broken Wing award for 
safely landing a disabled 
aircraft.

He began ranching at 
age 58. he partnered for five 
years with a local rancher 
who in return taught him 
how to become a good 
cattleman.  George sold his 
knife-sharpening business 
and home in Pennsylvania 
and moved to the Meeker 
area. He acquired the –  
T –  ranch in 2001 where 
together with Don Hilkey 
innovated and upgraded the 
ranch’ s overall operations. 
Together they welded 
iron fences, gates, and 
holding pens, installed a 
2000’  irrigation pivot with 
bridgework to cross the 
ditches, built and finished 
a concrete headgate with 
screen filters for the 
irrigation, and a designed, 
excavated, and constructed 
one of the first privately-
owned hydroelectric 
system in the State of 
Colorado to cover the 
electrical expenses of the 
ranch.

Glenda F. Wenschhof
Glenda and 

George were married 
for over 40 years until 
her passing in 2011.  
During their marriage 
they developed several 
successful businesses 
thanks to Glenda’ s 
promotional and back-
office expertise and 
abilities; she was the glue 

that kept everything running 
smoothly.  While George 
may have been the one 
carrying out the company’ s 
frontline activities, Glenda 
made sure that every detail 
was taken care of, such as 
making sure all calls were 
made, certifications filed, 
banking and accounting 
kept current, reports filed, 
and paychecks were on 
time. It didn’ t take long to 
realize that she was both a 
calming and a stabilizing 
force in their personal 
relationship and working 
endeavors. She enjoyed 
participating in community 
and church activities and is 
sorely missed by those who 
came to know and love her.

Jaclyn M. Wenschhof, 
Ph.D.

Jaclyn returned to 
college after her three sons 
were grown. She went on to 
earn her Masters and Ph.D. 
in Education, Community, 
and Human Resources 
before moving to Glenwood 
Springs, Colorado. 
In 2003, she began a 
neurotherapy practice 
using best-practices in 
EEG neurofeedback, EFT, 
and other psychological 
and behavioral techniques. 
Together with her 
colleague, Jana C. Harr, they 
specialized in working with 
individuals with chronic 
and neurodegenerative 
conditions including, 
but not limited to, ADD/
ADHD, sleep disorders, 
d e p r e s s i o n / a n x i e t y , 
Parkinson’ s, trauma, and 
head injuries.

In 2011, she met and 
married George and moved 
to Meeker, Colorado, 
commuting to Glenwood 
Springs daily. She and 
George noticed the limited 
availability of skilled 
vocational professionals 
as well as the lack of 
opportunities for the 
students of the area to get 
the ranch-related skills 
needed to be successful 
within the community.

With the passing of 
George in January, 2022, 
Jaclyn put forth the idea 
and opportunity to help 
the students within the 
area by making available 
a scholarship for the 
development of ranch-
related vocational skills 
education.

Two new scholarships available for RBC students

www.YourCommunityHospital.com

Advanced surgical and minimally
invasive treatments for your health care needs.

A Comprehensive Service of

Surgical Associates
of the Grand Valley

Meet Your
Full Spectrum 
Surgical Team.

Advanced surgical and minimallyAdvanced surgical and minimallyAdvanced surgical and minimallyAdvanced surgical and minimallyAdvanced surgical and minimallyAdvanced surgical and minimallyAdvanced surgical and minimallyAdvanced surgical and minimally

970-243-9340

Andrew Morse, DO Courtney Fulton, MD David Lundy, MDRyan O’Dell, DO

Are you tired of seeing that old car, truck, RV or Boat? Donate it!
It’s a gi� to you and a gi� to HopeWest Meeker. We make it easy!

1. Call Terri at 970-255-7254 to get started
2.   Towing will be arranged
3.     Your vehicle will be sold and proceeds 

go to HopeWest Meeker 

Donate your old 
vehicle to benefit 
HopeWest Meeker!

HopeWestCO.org

Any Vehicle, Any Condition,
Free Towing, Tax Deductible

364 7th Street, Meeker
(970) 878-9956

www.outfittersdiner.com

www.yourcommunityhospital.com
http://www.hopewestco.org
http://grandriverhealth.org
http://www.outfittersdiner.com
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boards and involvement, I have learned to 
listen, work together with all involved, and 
be a leader. 

As your County Commissioner, I pledge 
to make decisions in the best interest of the 
county and with the input of our citizens.

I will be a full-time Commissioner, with 
regular weekly business hours in Rangely 
and Meeker. On the days I am not attending 
meetings, I will work from 8 a.m. to when-
ever is necessary to get the job done. I will be 
there for all of you. My hours will be posted 
along with how I can be reached directly. I 
will have an open-door policy and welcome 
questions, suggestions and complaints with 
the same respect for all. If I don’ t know an 
answer, I will seek it and follow up. I have 
been asked to explore the idea of having 
some evening commissioner meetings to 
accommodate citizens who work during the 

day. We need the Commissioner Corner 
brought back in the local paper to keep citi-
zens up to date. 

I will work with the other commis-
sioners, as a team, to foster an environ-
ment of unity by empowering and respect-
ing all citizens, elected officials, and Rio 
Blanco County employees, who are some 
of the greatest assets we have. I will not 
micro-manage the department heads, believ-
ing if the best candidate was chosen for that 
position, the commissioners need to support 
them, be available if a change is needed, and 
ensure through discussions and reporting 
that taxpayers are being represented and 
taken care of in the best way possible.  It is 
imperative for our county employees to feel 
important, needed and most of all supported 
and respected. By all departments working 
together, the commissioners are free to com-
mit our time to help RBC be successful in 
other areas. Having budget shortfalls does 
not necessarily mean we always must cut 
funding, but by putting our heads together 

we can share resources, look for ways to 
increase revenues, and not carve away at 
personnel or our important local services.  
Positivity helps minds be more creative. 

I will collaborate with all taxing dis-
tricts in the county with the goal of uniting 
efforts on winning grants and maximiz-
ing the impact of capital projects because 
we all serve the same citizen base— work-
ing together we can accomplish more. It’ s 
important to be available and listen to their 
ideas and get a feel for what they feel is 
important in our county, to be responsible, 
resourceful and accountable. 

I will cooperate to expand citizen adviso-
ry groups such as, but not limited to: health 
and human services, agriculture, energy coa-
litions, economic development, lodging/tax-
ing boards, historic preservation and weed 
management. It is vital we have continued, 
positive, working relationships with all our 
boards and groups, to promote rewarding 
results. 

I will stand with other rural counties, to 

keep a watchful eye on our state and national 
politicians, to stay knowledgeable on the 
issues that can affect our County, and work 
with groups of all types to see that our water, 
oil, gas, coal, our livelihoods, and other 
assets are protected for future generations. 
Living in a rural county does not mean we 
should give up representation and respect. 

I want to be a strong, positive, calming 
voice for RBC. I believe you can be all 
three. I also believe that our county would 
benefit by listening, having open and honest 
discussions, and coming together for the 
betterment of all citizens.  I will never forget 
that respect and honesty should be adhered to 
at all times, also understanding that integrity 
is what you do when no one else is watching. 

I would greatly appreciate your vote and 
support today, and I welcome you to be part 
of a powerful, yet positive team going for-
ward. Thank you.”

Thanks again— it’ s a blessing to live in 
Rio Blanco County. I look forward to talking 
to you. 

LOVE: continued
u Continued from Page 3

The Meeker Herald
125 years ago

•  John W. Lowell, 
Jr., had an unpleasant 
experience with wolves 
recently, at least the Craig 
Courier so reports. He was 
on his way horseback from 
Lily to Craig, and when 
about 10 miles from his 
destination he noticed three 
large gray wolves charging 
after him. The snow was too 
deep for the young man’ s 
horse to make much of a 
race, and being unarmed 
Johnny quickly realized he 
had to run some kind of a 
bluff. Wheeling his horse, 
he let forth several yells 
which would have put 
any Comanche to shame, 
and they had the desired 
effect, for the wolves gave 
up the chase. Mr. Lowell 
was thoroughly frightened, 
however, and he doesn' t 
want to undergo another 
incident of that kind. 

•  Gates Kersberg arrived 
Saturday eve. He will open 
up in the wholesale liquor 
trade about the 15th of 
April, Mr. K. has leased 
two storerooms in the Baer 
building, and is remodeling 
them to suit the business. 

The Meeker Herald
100 years ago

•  The last storm of the 
season put in appearance 
last Friday evening. The 
storm was preceded by 
thunder and lightning; 
followed by rain, and during 
the night, snow to the extent 
of 6 or 7 inches. Saturday 

started off with snow and 
light blizzard. Cleared off 
in forenoon. Then followed 
sunshine and a cold night. 

•  A Herald subscriber 
sends us the following, 
which, we think, is worthy 
of consideration: Much 
of the future progress of 
a town depends upon the 
home life of the community. 
If the town is divided into 
business, social, religious 
and political cliques or 
groups, with hard and 
fast lines drawn and each 
pulling against the others, 
there is but little opportunity 
for real progress. …  The 
closed mind is the heritage 
of a town divided against 
itself. It imbibes but few 
new thoughts, and those 
few are centered around the 
particular clique to which 
the mind belongs. The 
open mind gathers in much 
good for new thought, and 
that thought is capable of 
expansion and development 
in many ways. The open 
mind is the one for this 
town.

The Meeker Herald 
50 years ago

•  Chosen as king and 
queen to reign over the 
1972 Pep Club dance 
Saturday night in the junior 
high gim were Miss Janelle 
Gentry and Nick Kritsas. 
Attendants to the queen 
were Miss Joyce Merriam 
and Miss Cindy Goedert. 
Nick’ s attendants were Ken 
Norell and Russell Kincher. 

•  H.G. “ Si”  Berthelson 
of Meeker, a member of 

Governor John Love’ s 
Special Advisory 
Committee addressed 
the Rifle Chamber of 
Commerce membership last 
week regarding the proposed 
underground nuclear blast 
(Rio Blanco) in the Piceance 
Creek Basin northwest 
of Rifle. Berthelson told 
the membership that as a 
member of the committee 
he had in fact voted in 
favor of the 90-kiloton 
shot which the Atomic 
Energy Commission and 
the industrial sponsors say 
is designed to free natural 
gas trapped in “ tight rock 
formations.”

The Meeker Herald 
25 years ago

•  Meeker volunteer 
firemen doused down a barn 
on the Neil Dow ranch, also 
known as the Old Oldland 
Place long Highway 64 near 
mile marker 63 last week. 
Ranch hands had finished 
burning ditches earlier in the 
day, but the wind rekindled 
the fire and blew it into the 
corral where it destroyed a 
loafing shed. 

•  If an idea for an 
innovative new way to mine 
soluble minerals works out, 
up to 100 high-paying jobs 
could be created in Rio 
Blanco County. The Rio 
Blanco Coard of County 
Commissioners on March 
25 granted a special use 
permit to American Soda 
LLC, a Glenwood Springs 
mineral mining company, 
for an experimental 
sodium bicarbonate mining 

operation along Piceance 
Creek. 

Rangely Times 
50 years ago

•  About 20 citizens 
were on hand for the 
public meeting Monday 
night to discuss the 
proposed one cent sales 
tax for the Town of 
Rangely. After a short 
discussion, the consensus 
of those present appeared 
to be that the sales tax was 
the most equitable and fair 
way to share the burden 
of city government as 
compared to a raise in 
property taxes.

•  One of the many 
FHA projects included 
a play presented in the 
high school auditorium 
for the elementary school 
during the first week of 
March. “ The Stolen Prince”  
was an Oriental play with 
imaginary settings. 

Rangely Times 
25 years ago

•  More than 15 weeks 
after Rangely’ s swimming 
pool dumped most of its 
contents down a structural 
crack, it’ s nearly full and 
ready to use again.

•  Tyler Matrisciano 
received a very high honor 
this past weekend in Craig 
at the Moffat County 
Wrestling Regionals. Not 
only was he crowned 
champion the last two 
weekends, he also received 
Outstanding Wrestler for 
the tournament. 
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SCAN
HERE

CBD PAIN
RELIEF CREAM

GREAT FOR:
BACKACHES

ARTHRITIS
MUSCLE ACHES

The relief you need exactly where you need it most.

USE CODE: PAIN & get 3 FREE Gifts

greencbdtoday.com/colorado
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Find Your Perfect 
RV Rental!

Start Planning the Road Trip 
of a Lifetime 

rentrvusa.com/colorado

RVshare connects millions 
of renters to the perfect RV
rental and provides a safe, 
secure booking experience.

TM

1-866-943-9321
promo code N7017

* Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus $299 in taxes & fees. Single supplement and seasonal surcharges may apply. Add-on airfare 
available. Onboard Credit requires purchase of Ocean View or Balcony Cabin. Oers apply to new bookings only, made by 3/31/22. Other terms & 
conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

FROM
$1,949*

$1,699*

Seattle • Vancouver • Ketchikan • Juneau • Skagway •
Glacier Bay • Anchorage • Denali • and more — Visit Denali 
National Park and Glacier Bay National Park on the same 
incredible trip! Cruise through the Gulf of Alaska and the 
Inside Passage as you discover the best of the Frontier State 
by land and by sea.

12 days, departs May - September 2022
GRAND ALASKAN CRUISE & TOUR

FREE ONBOARD CREDIT

Prepare for power 
outages today 
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(866) 977-2602

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty* 
A $695 Value!

No Clipping 
Required.
The AARP® Auto Insurance 

Program from The Hartford.1

  

ON AUTO INSURANCE

ON AVERAGE, AARP MEMBERS ENJOY

$5072 SAVINGS

Your savings could be 
even more!

when they switch from companies like

GEICO, State Farm and Allstate

Call The Hartford now to request a FREE money-saving quote. 

1-833-498-1989
No coupon necessary.

FREE duffel 
bag when you 
request your 
free quote!3

Not an AARP member? If you’re 50 or over, request a FREE quote and more information today! 

Call The Hartford
1-833-498-1989

AARP and its af� liates are not insurers. Paid endorsement. The Hartford pays royalty fees to AARP for the use of its intellectual property. These fees are used for the general purposes of AARP. AARP membership is 
required for Program eligibility in most states.
The AARP Auto Insurance Program from The Hartford is underwritten by Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its af� liates, One Hartford Plaza, Hartford, CT 06155. It is underwritten in AZ by Hartford Insurance Company 
of the Southeast; in CA by Hartford Underwriters Insurance Company; in WA, by Hartford Casualty Insurance Company; in MN, by Sentinel Insurance Company; and in MA, MI and PA, by Trumbull Insurance Company. 
Auto is currently unavailable in Canada and U.S. Territories or possessions. Speci� c features, credits and discounts may vary and may not be available in all states in accordance with state � lings and applicable law. 
Applicants are individually underwritten and some may not qualify.
1In Texas, the Auto Program is underwritten by Redpoint County Mutual Insurance Company through Hartford of the Southeast General Agency, Inc. Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its af� liates 
are not � nancially responsible for insurance products underwritten and issued by Redpoint County Mutual Insurance Company.
2Average savings amounts based on information reported by customers who switched to The Hartford from other carriers between 1/1/20 and 12/31/20. Your savings may vary. 3Gift is a limited time offer and not 
available in all states. Email address required in most states. Allow 4-7 weeks for delivery. Bottle not included.
*Based on customer experience reviews shared online at www.thehartford.com/aarp as of October 2021.                                                                  006131

PRESS RELEASE
Special to the Herald Times

MEEKER I Pioneers 
Medical Center (PMC) has 
recently been listed as one of 
the best hospitals for patient 
experience in the Western 
US. The list, compiled by the 
prestigious Becker’ s Hospital 
Review, includes 27 facili-
ties in Arizona, California, 
Colorado, Idaho, Montana, 
New Mexico, Oregon, Utah, 
Washington, and Wyoming.

“ We’ re honored to be 

included in this list,”  said Liz 
Sellers, CEO at PMC. “ We’ re 
driven by our purpose, which 
is to provide high-quali-
ty, individualized care. Part 
of that care is providing an 
exceptional patient experi-
ence during every stage of 
treatment. Our entire staff 
goes above and beyond to 
ensure each patient receives 
the best possible experience. 
It’ s extremely rewarding to 
see these efforts recognized 
by a prestigious publication 
such as Becker’ s.”

Becker’ s list of top 27 
hospitals was compiled 
using the Hospital Consumer 
Assessment of Healthcare 
Providers and Systems 
(HCAHPS) scores provided 
by the Centers for Medicare 
&  Medicaid Services (CMS). 
The HCAHPS creates a sum-
mary containing the average 
star ratings of 10 separate 
metrics related to patient 
experience. The data used to 
determine the top 27 hospi-
tals was compiled between 
July 1, 2020, and March 31, 

2021, and includes PMC’ s 
hospital, Colorado Advanced 
Orthopedics, Sports Medicine 
and Spine, Meeker Family 
Health Center, and The 
Walbridge Memorial Wing 
Long Term Care residence.

Every facility included 
in Becker’ s list received a 
five-star patient experience 
summary rating.

Pioneers Medical Center 
was one of only six facil-
ities in the entire state of 
Colorado and the only 
Critical Access Hospital 

(CAH) in the state to be 
included on this list.

About Pioneers Medical 
Center

Pioneers Medical Center 
is a community-based health-
care facility serving Meeker 
and the White River Valley 
of Northwest Colorado since 
1950. With one of the most 
highly trained teams of med-
ical professionals along the 

Western Slope of Colorado, 
PMC offers a full spectrum of 
healthcare services to patients 
in the region, including hos-
pital, family health, ortho-
pedics, and long-term care. 
PMC’ s team is committed to 
delivering exceptional levels 
of care that enable patients 
to celebrate and enjoy life to 
its fullest.

Pioneers Medical Center named one of top hospitals in Western US

http://www.greencbdtoday.com/colorado
http://www.workatusic.com
http://www.rentrvusa.com/colorado
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(Right) Selle collected enough gently 
used shoes to fill a pickup bed.

COU RT E SY  P H OT Onever wore because they were uncom-
fortable, or we wore them once for a 
special occasion. The collected shoes 
go to entrepreneurs who can now fund 
their businesses (only individuals and 
families). People who can’ t find shoes in 
those nations have access to shoes. The 
economic impact of the shoes builds the 
nation’ s economy. Hence, a win-win-win-
win.”

Ultimately, the TGC Chapter collect-
ed over 3,200 pairs of shoes to be sent 
around the world. Thanks to the hearts 
of young women like Ainsley Selle, and 
the support of local communities, we can 
make an impact on the world.

The National Society Daughters of the 
American Revolution (DAR) is a wom-
en’ s service organization whose members 
can trace their lineage to an individual 
who contributed to securing American 
independence during the Revolutionary 
War. Today’ s DAR is dynamic and 
diverse, with over 185,000 members in 
3,000 chapters in the United States and 
abroad. DAR members annually provide 
millions of hours of volunteer service to 
their local communities across the coun-
try and world. DAR chapters participate 
in projects to promote historic preserva-
tion, education, and patriotism. Over one 
million members have joined the organi-
zation since its founding in 1890. 

If you are interested in learning more 
about DAR membership, visit www.face-

book.com/TGC.NSDAR.AuroraCO or 
contact tollgatecreekDAR@ gmail.com

The National Society Daughters of 
the American Revolution was founded in 
1890 to preserve the memory and spirit 
of those who contributed to securing 
American independence. For more than 
130 years, the DAR has strived to bring 
awareness to the honorable sacrifices 
and enduring legacy of all patriots who 
fought for America’s freedom. Through 
the DAR Genealogical Research System 
(www.dar.org/GRS), the public can access 
a free database of information amassed 
by the DAR about these patriots. DAR is 
a nonprofit, nonpolitical women’s service 
organization with more than 185,000 
members in approximately 3,000 chapters 
worldwide. Any woman 18 years or older, 
regardless of race, religion, or ethnic 
background, who can prove lineal descent 
from a patriot of the American Revolution 
is eligible for membership. DAR members 
passionately carry out the timeless mis-
sion of promoting historic preservation, 
education and patriotism. To learn more 
about the work of today’s DAR, visit www.
dar.org.

If you would like more information 
about this topic, please call Vicki Moore 
at 719-440-8746, or email vickijmoore@
gmail.com.  

SHOES: donations will be sent around the globe
u Continued from Page 1

PRESS RELEASE
Special to the Herald 

Times

RANGELY I What 
is the name of your busi-
ness?

Kelly O. Clark
Of Counsel
McDonough Law LLC 
When did you start 

your business?
I have been an attor-

ney for over 30 years. I 
leveraged my early expe-
rience in the oil patch and 
construction estimating 
into a diverse legal career 
stateside and overseas. 
Most recently, as General 
Counsel for a large water/
wastewater utility under 
USEPA directed Court 
Order, I was responsible for 
a complete overhaul of the 
contract and Improvement 
Project procurement 
regime that completed over 
$450MM in construction of 
treatment and transmission. 
Also, I was primary counsel 
in negotiations with USEPA 
toward a 25-year compli-
ance decree to address 
alleged Clean Water Act 
violations. To fund all of 
these capital improvement 
projects I was also involved 
in the rating, pricing and 
marketing of over $250MM 
in municipal bonds and 
refunding of existing secu-
rities.

Why did you start your 
business/ start doing what 
you do?

My extended family 
convinced me it was the 
right career for me.

Where can people find 
your business/ or contact 
you?

My office is located on 
Main Street in Rangely.  

You may contact me via 
website, email and phone.

https:/mcdonoughlaw-
llc.com/kelly-o-clark/

kelly@mcdonoughlaw-
llc.com

720-255-1918
Tell us a little about 

yourself…
Both sides of my fam-

ily homesteaded in Rio 
Blanco County.  My father 
and mother were raised 
in Rangely; I was born 
in Durango and we visit-
ed and hunted RBC often 
when I was growing up.  I 
left home and moved to 
Rangely out of high school 
to work in the oil patch with 
my cousin Carl Rector.

I attended both 
Western State and Mesa 
College before graduat-
ing from the University of 
Denver Daniels College 
of Business.  I graduated 
from St. Mary’ s University 
School of Law in San 
Antonio, Texas a little over 

30 years ago and I’ ve been 
practicing law and running 
businesses since then.

My wife Christen and I 
moved to Rangely last year 
and we love living here and 
getting to know the com-
munity.

Are you having any 
special deals?

FREE LEGAL DALY
April 8, 2022 
The Gathering Place 
616 E. Main Street
Rangely, CO
Call or schedule online 

for IN PERSON 
30 Minute Consultation
970-776-3311
https:/ /mcdonough-

lawllc.com/april-8-2022-
rangely/

What is something you 
would like people to know?

My wife and I are here 
to join the community and 
help in any way we can.

Business Spotlight: Kelly O. 
Clark, McDonough Law, LLC

By CHRISTOPHER OSHER
Colorado Springs Gazette
& SUZAN GREENE

Colorado News Collaborative

RBC I A pattern of “ severe, life-threatening”  pre-
scription errors by the troubled mental health center 
responsible for treating 10 Western Slope counties put 
many of its patients at risk, according to the findings of 
an official investigation that three state agencies with-
held from the public for more than nine months.

The problems only came to light this month as 
reporters for the Colorado News Collaborative, includ-
ing The Gazette, were investigating. 

State officials kept the June 2021 findings secret 
despite mounting public concerns about the Grand 
Junction-based Mind Springs Health and its psychiatric 
hospital, West Springs. Mind Springs patients remained 
in the dark even though problems were so acute that 
the state’ s Medicaid contractor would not authorize 
payment for newly admitted hospital patients for three 
months until Mind Springs agreed to make wide-ranging 
changes.

The state’ s hidden investigation found that of a sam-
ple of 58 Mind Springs outpatient clients, nearly half 
received a quality of care so poor that it was categorized 
as having potentially “ severe, life-threatening impact.”  
Two died.

“ If there are things being investigated there and 
problems being found, the public has a right to know,”  
says Wendy Wolfe, a Summit County resident whose son 
has been treated by Mind Springs for more than seven 
years. “ Without public disclosure, how else do we know 
it’ s safe to send our families, our community there? ”  

As of this writing, state regulatory agencies did not 

answer reporters’  questions about why they didn’ t alert 
the public to the potentially fatal prescribing errors 
once last year’ s investigation was complete. And Mind 
Springs executives have not commented about what the 
findings say about the center ’ s quality of care.

Mind Springs’  CEO, Sharon Raggio, and two of its 
other top executives have resigned since December, when 
the Colorado News Collaborative (COLab) exposed the 
organization’ s long pattern of failing to provide safe-
ty-net care for which it is paid tens of millions in state 
and federal tax dollars each year. 

More concerns came to light this month when 
reporters uncovered a June 2021 letter written by Rocky 
Mountain Health Plans, the private company Colorado’ s 
Department of Health Care Policy and Financing con-
tracts to manage and pay Medicaid benefits on the 
Western Slope. As part of that contract, the company is 
among those responsible for investigating complaints 
about Mind Springs and two other Western Slope com-
munity mental health centers, and for holding them 
accountable.

Investigation into Mind Springs reveals 
'severe, life-threatening' prescription errors

u See MIND SPRINGS, Page 11

on edge

COU RT E SY  P H OT O
Lawyer Kelly Clark has set up shop on Main 
Street in Rangely. Schedule a free 30 minute 
legal consultation by calling 970-776-3311 or visit 
https://mcdonoughlawllc.com/april-8-2022-rangely/

http://www.remindmagazine.com/rmcp
http://www.facebook.com/TGC.NSDAR.AuroraCO
http://www.facebook.com/TGC.NSDAR.AuroraCO
mailto:tollgatecreekDAR@gmail.com
http://www.dar.org/GRS
http://www.dar.org
http://www.dar.org
mailto:vickijmoore@gmail.com
mailto:vickijmoore@gmail.com
http://mcdonoughlawllc.com/kelly-o-clark/
http://mcdonoughlawllc.com/kelly-o-clark/
mailto:kelly@mcdonoughlawllc.com
mailto:kelly@mcdonoughlawllc.com
https://mcdonoughlawllc.com/april-8-2022-rangely/
https://mcdonoughlawllc.com/april-8-2022-rangely/
https://mcdonoughlawllc.com/april-8-2022-rangely/
https://mcdonoughlawllc.com/april-8-2022-rangely/
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D E A N  H U M P H RE Y /COL A B P H OT O
A state investigation last spring found a pattern of serious prescription errors and other quality of care 
problems at Mind Springs Health, the Grand Junction based mental health safety-net provider for 10 West 
Slope counties.

MIND SPRINGS: 48% of sampled outpatient clients received 
care so poor they faced 'severe, life-threatening impact'
u Continued from Page 10 Based on information it 

received from a whistleblow-
er physician within Mind 

Springs, Rocky Mountain Health Plans launched its own 
inquiry last spring.

The letter to Mind Springs’  chief medical officers 
shows that Rocky Mountain Health Plans’  investigation 
last spring found nearly half of a sampling of 54 patients 
at West Springs had received deficient care. Those 
patients were readmitted to the psychiatric hospital from 
February 2020 through February 2021 within 30 to 60 
days of having been released. 

Mind Springs drastically cut outpatient services 
after it opened a new $34 million psychiatric hospital in 
December 2018 that doubled its inpatient beds from 32 
to 64. It now spends nearly three times more on hospi-
talizations than other community mental health centers 
and its patients are readmitted at four times the rate, 
payment data show.

“ If you look at the data, look at readmission rates and 
follow-up after patient discharge…  Mind Springs Health 
continues to be, at the hospital, off the charts compared 
to other psychiatric hospitals,”  David Mok-Lamme, a 
Rocky Mountain Health Plans executive said during a 
recent town hall meeting in Mesa County. “ We’ re talking 
multiple times readmission rates and a fraction of the 
followup rate.”  

The company’ s June 2021 letter shows that, of a 
sampling of 58 outpatient clients prescribed high doses 
of the tranquilizer benzodiazepine between February 
2020 and February 2021, there were concerns about the 
quality of care given to 52, and 28 (48%) received care 
so poor they faced “ severe, life-threatening impact.”

Mind Springs’  medical staff had prescribed many 
of those patients high doses of stimulants in addition to 
their benzodiazepine, which places a patient at risk of 
overdosing. Benzodiazepine use also is particularly risky 
for people with substance use disorders. 

The investigation found that two of the outpatient 
clients in the samping died. Mind Springs and its psychi-
atric hospital did not have sufficient oversight to detect 
or prevent what the findings called “ aberrant prescrib-
ing,”  the letter shows.

Rocky Mountain Health Plans conducted its probe 
last spring after a Mind Springs physician, the whis-
tleblower, contacted the company about concerns over 
Medicaid management, prescribing practices, lack of 
peer review and other treatment problems the whis-
tleblower said were harming patients at Mind Springs 
facilities.

The Department of Health Care Policy and Financing 
officials, which controls Medicaid funding and holds 
the contract with company, as well as Colorado’ s 
Department of Human Services –  which authorizes 
community mental health centers and is also supposed 
to oversee quality of care within them –  spent weeks 
this winter blocking efforts by COLab and The Gazette 
to obtain information through Colorado’ s Open Records 
Act about the whistleblower investigation and other 
complaints about Mind Springs.

The Colorado Department of Public Health and 
Environment, which is responsible for licensing mental 
health care facilities in the state, has not mentioned on 
its website Mind Springs’  potentially fatal prescription 
errors, nor the deaths of two of its outpatient clients 
uncovered during the investigation. That website was 
created to give the public access to information about 
mental health provider prescription errors, fatalities and 
licensing citations so prospective patients and their fam-
ilies can assess the safety of a clinic or hospital.

The three state departments have long been criticized 
for overlooking and downplaying problems at Mind 
Springs and some of the 16 other regional community 
mental health centers that are supposed to serve as the 
core of Colorado’ s behavioral health safety net. As 
COLab has reported, the state has given the centers 
non-compete contracts and a privileged rate status for 
nearly 60 years, without meaningful oversight, and state 
officials have a long pattern of caving to pressures by 
the centers’  lobbying group to avoid closer scrutiny of 
their operations.

The Department of Health Care Policy and Financing 
released the letter detailing  Rocky Mountain Health 
Plans’  findings only after its executive director, Kim 
Bimestefer, learned that news reporters were obtaining 
it another way.

For its part, the Department of Human Services 
has not released documents about the investigation’ s 
findings despite several requests under the state’ s open 
records law and the many times its executive director, 
Michelle Barnes, has touted her agency’ s commitment 
to ensuring more transparency and accountability in 
Colorado’ s mental health safety-net system. As of this 
writing, Barnes and Dr. Morgan Medlock –  the crisis 
psychiatrist Gov. Jared Polis recently appointed to over-
see that system by leading a soon-to-be-launched agen-
cy called the Behavioral Health Administration within 
the Human Services department –  have declined to be 
interviewed.

The Polis administration’ s reticence about revealing 
and discussing problems at Mind Springs and other 
community mental health centers comes as mental health 
care advocates and state lawmakers are questioning state 
agencies’  effectiveness in overseeing publicly-funded 
behavioral health care services. As The Gazette recently 
reported, Colorado’ s Legislative Audit Committee this 

month authorized the state auditor to draft a bill seeking 
to examine that oversight question and to closely inves-
tigate all 17 centers.

Lawmakers also are debating other mental health 
care bills, including some to direct the spending of $450 
million in federal American Rescue Plan Act funding 
on behavioral health services and another to set the 
responsibilities for the Behavioral Health Administration 
before it launches in June. 

Even though state officials say that agency will serve 
as the centralized “ umbrella”  for all things related to 
publicly-funded mental health care in Colorado, it won’ t 
control most of the funding for community behavioral 
health care, 82% of which comes through the sepa-
rate Department of Health Care Policy and Financing. 
Critics say that means oversight responsibility will still 
be divided between three departments that have a long 
history of not communicating. And Coloradans seeking 
meaningful investigations into how their or their family 
members’  cases have been handled –  as well as members 
of the public trying to watchdog the state’ s mental health 
system –  will still have to navigate a frustrating ask-
your-mother, ask-your-father bureaucracy.

Mind Springs is under contract with the state to pro-
vide care to people who are indigent or on Medicaid, and 
to anyone experiencing a mental health crisis in Eagle, 
Garfield, Grand, Jackson, Mesa, Moffat, Pitkin, Rio 
Blanco, and Routt and Summit counties.

In Summit, where the community has been particu-
larly vocal about its dissatisfaction with Mind Springs’  
services, officials found its crisis care so deficient that 
they canceled three contracts with Mind Springs and 
convinced residents to pass a new tax to pay for alterna-
tive mental health services.

Even as problems at Mind Springs were becoming 
increasingly apparent, state officials deliberately with-
held from the public details of last spring’ s whistleblow-
er investigation, emails obtained under Colorado’ s open 
records law show. State officials who had been informed 
of the potentially fatal prescription errors debated how 
forthcoming they should be about them. On April 19, 
2021 Susanna Snyder, a policy official at the Department 
of Health Care Policy and Financing, noted to Curt 
Curnow, the department’ s quality health and improve-
ment director, that Mind Springs accepts patients from 
another Medicaid payer, Colorado Access, which serves 
several counties on the Front Range and Eastern Plains.

“ I know they’ ve reported to other areas of the state 
and requested confidentiality during investigation but do 
we have any obligation in the interim? ”  Snyder asked in 
one email, referring to the Mind Springs investigation 
and whether other payers should be alerted.

Curnow, that same day, emailed back that their agen-
cy could note an investigation “ is taking place, which 
the department is closely monitoring.”  However, he con-
tinued, the department “ cannot disclose the details”  of 
the quality of care concern “ at this point in time.”  Four 
other Health Care Policy and Financing employees were 
copied on the communication.

The investigation last spring determined that of 
the sample of 52 outpatient clients whose treatment 
was found to have been concerning, one physician was 
involved in the care of 18, or 35%, of those clients.  

Records show that a psychiatrist, Dr. Thomas 
Newton, resigned from Mind Springs in May after he 
was placed on administrative leave due to “ aberrant 
prescribing”  practices revealed during the investiga-
tion. Newton remains licensed to practice medicine in 
Colorado, and regulators in charge of physician licens-
ing at the Colorado Department of Regulatory Agencies 

have posted no details about the controversy over his 
care at Mind Springs on its online license lookup tool. 
Newton has not returned telephone calls, text messages 
and emails seeking comment.

An elderly Mind Springs patient who later died was 
discharged from West Springs hospital with prescrip-
tions for high doses of benzodiazepine and other med-
ications that, when used together, can cause problems 
with breathing, the investigation found. The man’ s death 
was due to respiratory failure, though the investigation 
could not definitively link it to improper care. Another 
patient who received no followup care after being dis-
charged from West Springs died due to an overdose of 
painkillers.

The allegations by the physician who blew the whis-
tle were so serious that in April, Rocky Mountain Health 
Plans denied Mind Springs payment for new hospital 
admissions. The halt on payment was lifted after Mind 
Springs agreed to a corrective action plan in June.

Records show that throughout much of the past year, 
Mind Springs has remained under that corrective action 
plan, which requires its facilities to make 17 improve-
ments in protocols to prevent similar life-threatening 
errors. While many of those changes already have been 
made, Mind Springs still is finalizing some of the new 
protocol requirements.

Additional problems have surfaced since the conclu-
sion of the investigation into aberrant prescribing. 

In December, Rocky Mountain Health Plans notified 
state health officials that from July 1, 2018 through 
December 15, 2021, it had reviewed 472 quality of care 
concerns involving Mind Springs and West Springs. 
Of those, 251 –  nearly 60% –  had some validity, with 
68 of those –  or 16% –  found to have posed severe, 
life-threatening risks to patients. Some of those cases 
occurred after Mind Springs agreed to corrective actions 
last spring.

COLab’ s reporting in December prompted the three 
state agencies with oversight over community mental 
health centers to launch an audit in January into whether 
Mind Springs is under-serving the public. 

The health department found “ zero deficiencies,”  its 
records show.

The Department of Human Services found only 
administrative problems. Those range from Mind 
Springs’  failure to report to the state 40% of critical 
incidents such as prescription errors or injuries within 
the required 24 hours, to its pattern of releasing patients 
from its hospital without the proper paperwork for con-
tinued treatment.  

Rocky Mountain Health Plans, investigating on 
behalf of the Health Care Policy and Financing depart-
ment, is still asking questions.

Dozens of current and former Mind Springs employ-
ees have come forward over the past few months to 
describe how they say the organization fails to properly 
care for patients –  and also ignores their humanity.

“ I had to put a man in his 70s out on the street in his 
shirt and diaper in his wheelchair. It was winter time,”  
says Sarah Mackie, a former admissions coordinator at 
West Springs, noting she was instructed to do so. “ That 
was the worst. Just the worst. I think about it all the 
time.”

This story was reported as part of the Colorado News 
Collaborative, a coalition of more than 160 news outlets 
across the state, including this one.

“If once the people become inattentive to the public 
a�airs, you and I, and Congress and Assemblies, Judges 
and Governors, shall all become wolves. It seems to 
be the law of our general nature, in spite of individual 
exceptions.”

~ Thomas Je�erson

                  DON'T MISS A BEAT | ht1885.com/subscribe
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BANK OF THE 
SAN JUANS

222 W. Main, Rangely
970-675-2222

COLORADO CPA 
SERVICES

118 W. Main, Rangely
970-675-2222

W.C. STRIEGEL
17030 Hwy. 64, Rangely

970-675-8444

WENDLL'S WHITE 
RIVER ROASTERS
206 Market, Meeker

970-878-3688

YOUR 
BUSINESS 

HERE!
SPONSOR 

HOME TEAM 
COVE�GE!

BANK OF THE 
SAN JUANS

500 Main, Meeker
970-878-5073

COULTER 
AVIATION

Meeker
970-878-5045

MA FAMIGLIA
RESTAURANT

410 Market St., Meeker
970-878-4141

NORTHWEST AUTO 
SALES & SERVICE

485 Market St., Meeker
970-878-5026

WATT'S RANCH 
MARKET

271 E. Market, Meeker
970-878-5868

WENDLL'S WHITE 
RIVER ROASTERS

206 Market St., Meeker
970-878-3688

GO-FER
FOODS

812 Market St., Meeker
970-878-5381 

WHITE RIVER 
ELECTRIC 

ASSOCIATION, INC.
233 Sixth St., Meeker

970-878-5041

YOUR 
BUSINESS 

HERE!
SPONSOR 

HOME TEAM 
COVE�GE!
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Cowboys open season against Miners

By TIFFANY 
JEHOREK 

Special to the Herald Times

MEEKER I Cowboy 
baseball is finally back to 
a normal schedule. In 2020 
they were able to play one 
game before the season shut 
down, last year it started 
late, but it is finally back on 
schedule.

This year coaching for 
the Cowboys once again is 
head coach Donald Blazon 
and assistants Dylan Mobley 
and Cody Smith. The trio 
coaches one of the biggest 
rosters they have had 
including seniors Liam 
Deming, Z ach Simonsen, 
Peter Hanks, Ty Goedert, 
John Hampton Hightower, 
and Damik Chintala. There 
are 23 additional Cowboys 
that join the seniors. 

“ Most of our games are 
away for the first month,”  
commented Mobley. “ The 
weather needs to get better 

and we have only been in the 
gym as the field is still too 
snowy and muddy.”

“ Our program is only 
going to continue to get 
better. We lost a little bit of 
hitting from last year with 
the seniors that graduated but 
if we have solid defense and 
improve as the year goes 
in our defense and hitting 
we should do well. There 
are quite a few pitchers and 
catchers returning which is 
nice, so we should be able 
to rotate them out,”  said 
Mobley. “ Donald and Cody 
have done a great job with 
the summer program of 
scrimmages and practices 
and they have been doing 
preseason skills to get the 
boys ready.”

The Cowboys opened 
their season to the Miners of 
North Fork Tuesday, a team 
that returned nearly all of 
their returning starters and 
have been historically strong. 
No longer in Meeker’ s 

league for 2022, it was a 
tough game to open with and 
the Cowboys had a hard time 
getting their bats going. 

Opening on the mound, 
Demming pitched the first 
four innings and Johnathon 
Fitzgibbon’ s finished it out. 

Ethan Quinn opened the 
game with a double down 
the left field line, but the 
Cowboys struggled to catch 
up to the pitch. 

Chintala made a diving 
catch in left to keep at least 
two runs from scoring, but 

the final score was 13-0, the 
Miners. 

Saturday the teams travel 
to Delta for a game against 
Gunnison. The games will be 
live streamed on Coffee With 
Coaches. 

Special to the Herald Times

RANGELY I The 
Rangely Panthers track and 
field team had its first meet 
on Friday, March 18, at 
the Rifle Invitational. This 
was the first time that Rifle 
has hosted a meet in three 
years and it was nice being 
back there. They have nice 
facilities and do a good job 
of hosting meets. This year 
there were 20 teams for the 
boys and 22 teams for the 
girls; the teams ranged in size 
from 5A to 1A. The Panthers 
had 20 athletes participate, 
they were missing a few 
since it was the end of their 
spring break, while some 
of the athletes were coming 
home from spring break and 
met the team in Rifle.

“ I am very pleased 
with how all the athletes 
performed for the first meet 
of the year. It was exciting to 
see the girls placing seventh 
overall in such a big meet.”  
said Coach Beth Scoggins. 
The girls were led by Mary 

Scoggins in points as she won 
the long jump and helped the 
spring medley relay take first 
place. Scoggins, a senior, 
had a great meet. She broke 
the school record in the long 
jump with a jump of 17 feet 
2.5 inches, which was held 
by Larrisa Hinamen since 
2000. Scoggins also set a new 
class record in the mile with 
a time of 5:46.83. She also 
competed in the 800-meter 
run finishing in 2:39.46. 

Other teammates that 
helped score individually 
for the girls were senior 
Hayley Burr, juniors Kyrah 
Phelps and Rylee Allred, 
sophomore Annika Cantrell 
and freshman Miah Wren. 
Burr placed sixth in the 100 
hurdles (19.10) and then third 
in the 300 hurdles (52.36). 
Phelps placed eighth in shot 
(28’  3” ) and sixth in the 
discus (91’  4” ). Allred placed 
seventh in shot (28’ 9.75” ) 
and  also threw discus for 
(82’  3” ). Cantrell placed third 
in high jump (4’  10” ) and ran 
the 200 (37.18). Wren placed 
eighth in the 400 (1:08.35) 
and ran the 200 (30.80).

Sophomore Macy Morgan 
had a great day of racing. She 
took 1:09 off her time in the 
mile (7:09.47) and had a great 
800 (3:21.05). Sophomore 
Emma Smith ran the 100 
(15.18) and long jumped (13’  
1.5” ). Senior Brooke Filfred 
threw the shot (23’  3.75” ) 
and discus (71’ 8” ). New to 
the team are sophomores 
Kastyn Dembowski, Ryann 
Mergelman and Laurie 
Ward. Dembowski ran the 

100 (15.51), high jumped (4’  
4” ) and long jumped (12’  
1.75” ). Mergelman triple-
jumped (26’  8.5” ) and ran 
the 200 (32.51) and 400 
(1:21.12). Ward ran the 100 
(18.64). The girls put two 
relays together: the sprint 
medley relay and the 4x200 
relay. The sprint medley 
relay took first overall 
(2:01.44) Burr (100), Smith 
(100) Dembowski (200) and 
Scoggins (400). The 4x200 
was made up of Wren, Ward, 
Mergelman, and Cantrell 
with a time of 2:12.52.

The boys didn’ t score well 
as a team but they had some 
great performances with 
several new personal bests. 
Junior Kenyon Cochrane 
was the only one who scored 
for the boys. Cochrane threw 
discus for third place (139’  
10” ) and shot (36’  7.25” ). 
Senior Timothy Scoggins 
did a variety of events: 
running, throwing and 
jumping. Scoggins ran the 
400 (57.08) shot (36’  1” ) and 
high jumped (5’  4” ). Senior 
Joseph Adams , new to the 
team, threw the discus (53’  
1” ) and ran the 800 (2:37.28). 
Junior Andrew Dorris high 
jumped (5’  6” ), ran the 1,600 
(5:02.20) for a new personal 
best, and the 800 (2:10.13). 
Junior Kevin Wren triple 
jumped (32’  1.75” ), long 
jumped (15’  7.25” ) and ran 
the 200 (27.61) all three 
being a personal best. Junior 
Fisher Winder also triple 
jumped (35’  .25” ) and long 
jumped (16’  11” ), both a new 
personal best. Freshmen Clay 

Allred and James Talbot had 
a great first high school meet. 
Allred long jumped (15’ ), 
triple jumped (31’  6” ) and 
ran the 400 (60.26). Talbot 
ran the 1,600 (5:46.05) and 
the 3,200 (12:17.67). 

The boys also put 
together a 4x200 and a 
4x400. Unfortunately, the 
4x200 was disqualified. The 
4x400 made up of Allred, 
Adams, Talbot and Dorris 
ran a 4:12.93. 

The Panthers will be 
running this Saturday at the 
first North Fork Invitational 
held at Hotchkiss, Colorado. 

It will be a smaller meet 
but will have some good 
competition. “ The Panthers 
have been known to compete 
very well at this track and I 
look forward to seeing what 
they will do this year at this 
track,”  Scoggins said. 

Panthers compete at first track meet of season

COU RT E SY  P H OT O
Above, Zach Eskelson and Dagon Dade pass the baton at the Rifle Invitational. Eskelson also took second 
place in the shot put at the event.

MHS track competes at Rifle Invitational
By TIFFANY JEHOREK

Special to the Herald Times

MEEKER I On last Fridays very 
chilly morning the Meeker Cowboys 
track team participated in the Rifle 
invitational. Over 30 teams were pres-
ent from across the western slope of 
Colorado. It was spring break for the 
Cowboys so not every Cowboy was 
able to attend but head coach Hallie 
Blunt took 34 kids to the Rifle event.

Coach Blunt was able to have more 
than three kids per event, so a lot of the 
kids were able to try out events they 

have never done. 
“ I am really excited about all of the 

kids out and the results from our first 
meet, began coach Blunt. ” I think we 
have a lot to discuss and work on as a 
coaching staff but we definitely have 
so much potential” . Here are the results 
for the kids placing in the top three at 
this event that featured hundreds of 
kids.

 Kelton Turner 100 meter dash, 
third place  11.47 seconds

 Turner, third place Pole vault 10 
feet 6 inched

 Meeker girls relay A, second in 
4x200 meter relay

 Z ach Eskelson, shot, second 
place,  42 feet 6 inches

 Hailey Knowles, second place, 
discus 100 feet 5 inches 

“ This season is going to be fun 
because our kids are willing to work 
hard not just in individual events but 
for the team, and I’ m looking for-
ward to the rest of the season,”  Blunt 
wrapped up.

This week the Cowboy pole vault-
ers travel to Denver for a technique 
clinic while the rest of the team is on 
spring break. They return to action next 
week for Meeker’ s home track meet. 

CHAMPS
OF THE WEEK

MEEKER COWBOY

CONNOR 
BLUNT

MARY 
SCOGGINS

PANTHERS

MEEKER COWBOY

CONNOR 
BLUNT

HAILEY
KNOWLES

COWBOYS

MHS GOLF, MHS 
TRACK & FIELD
Threw discus 100'5" 
at Rifle meet; on 
varsity for Meeker 
golf, which shot a 70 in 
the first scramble

RJSHS TRACK & 
FIELD
Broke the school 
record in long jump 
and set a new class 
record in the mile

M A T T  SCOG G I N S P H OT O
Senior Mary Scoggins 
had an excellent meet, 
breaking the school 
record in long jump 
with 17 feet 2.5 inches 
and setting a new class 
record in the mile with a 
time of 5:46.83.

RI CH  K L I N Z M A N N  P H OT O
Cowboy boasts a big roster this year. Seniors include Liam Deming, Zach 
Simonsen, Peter Hanks, Ty Goedert, Hamp Hightower and Damik Chintala, 
along with 23 other players.

http://www.cncc.edu
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Fruits Grains

Protein

Vegetables

1. exercise 
2. choose snacks 
3. wash 
4. sleep
5. get your energy flowing
    each morning by 
6. brush and floss

1. get homework done 
2. do all of your chores
3. limit time playing video 
    or computer games
4. watch the weather
    and temperature too
5. keep your room clean
6. be kind and thoughtful 

Good Nutrition - Healthy Living

Healthy Living

    Have you seen and used the “food plate”?
It is a simple way to tell with one look if 
you are eating about the right amount of 
food from each of the food groups at meals.  
     The plate is divided into four parts to 
show serving sizes for fruits, vegetables, 
grains and foods that have proteins. The
dairy (like me – milk!) is added on the side.   
Are you choosing healthy amounts of foods 
that will provide the nutrition you need 
               to grow and be healthy?

     Small snacks are good for us. They keep our energy up! We all 
need calories to live, but if we eat many more calories than we need, 
we can gain more weight than we should. (Our family doctors can 
help us learn what weight range is healthiest for each of us.) Fill in 
the missing vowels to spell out some good treats:  

 Yummy, Healthier Treats!

Dairy

     Did you notice that the
area for “vegetables” is 
the largest on this plate?

Read the clues to fill in the puzzle:
1. The four areas of the ________ show you 
    how much of each food group you should eat.
2. Choose foods from each food group every day:  
    fruits, vegetables, ________ and beans, grains and dairy.  
3. The area for  ________ is the largest: carrots, peas, spinach, green beans, potatoes, squash.
4. ________ and vegetables are loaded with vitamins A and C for good skin, eyes and healing. 
5. ________ products made from low-fat milk have calcium for building strong bones and teeth.
6. Foods in the grain group have carbohydrates that give you ________.
7. Whole ________ have more fiber, so try whole-wheat noodles or pizza crust.
8. ________ to build muscles comes from meat, fish, beans and nuts.
9. Some fat is needed for your body and brain to run well. Choose an 
    ________ rather than fats that are solid. 
10. We can buy fresh vegetables and fruits or ones that were ________  
      or canned right after picking – they are all nutritious.
11. Choose snacks that have less fat or salt, and cereals with less ________.
12. When you eat out, choose the ________ meals on the menu.
      

A. that are less sugary 
    or less sticky
B. your teeth each day
C. eating breakfast
D. 30 to 60 minutes a day
E. your face, hands and 
    hair as often as needed
F. long enough each night

A. before you play
B. so you can find things
C. of your classmates, friends
     and family members
D. so you don’t slide behind
E. so you have time for friends,
    hobbies and other activities
F. and wear the right clothes 

     Every day we have to make choices about the foods we eat and how we take
care of ourselves. Here are 12 ways to help you be the best that you can be!
Match up the first part of each idea with the second part that makes sense: 

1. p __ __ n __ t 
    butter on apple 
     or pear slices

2. lowfat 
  yogurt

    with fr __ __ t
3. v __ g __ t  __ bl __

   sticks with 
   low-fat dips

4. whole-grain,
    low-sugar

    c __ r __ __ l

5. milk or w __ t __ r
    instead of

    soda 6. a small square
    of dark

    ch __ c __ l __ t __

7. sm __ __ th __ __ s
    made from fruits like 
strawberries, bananas,

and blueberries

8. make your
    own tr __ __ l

     mix
9. __ __ tm __ __ l

    walnut bars

* Source: USDA

vegetables

plate

meat

Fruits

grains

Protein

Dairy

frozen

energy

oil

sugar

healthier

1

2

3
4

5

6
7

8

9
10

11

12

     Every food we eat has something that will help our body grow. Some foods are very nutritious.   
Others are tasty, but are not very helpful. Can you choose the 12 foods below that help us keep 
our bodies healthy? Draw a circle around the 12 best foods from the five basic food groups:

Good Nutrition?

1% 
milk

SODA
SODA

Chips
Potato

1. Fish and turkey 
      have lots of
    a. vitamins & fiber 
    b. protein 

2. Broccoli and carrots
     have lots of
    a. vitamin A & C
    b. fat

3. Beans are a super food! 
    They have lots of protein 
    and iron, like meat or fish,
    as well as fiber & 
    nutrients found in 
    many vegetables.
              a. True
              b. False
           

Pop Quiz!
     Read the three 
  statements and 
  circle “a” or “b”.

     Remember that everyone is different 
and that is O.K.! So, feel good and be 
happy. Work on reaching your own goals.
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Newspaper Fun!
www.readingclubfun.com
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 Kids: color
  stuff in!

We are eating more of the... ...brightly colored foods at school, too!

THEME: GARDENING
ACROSS
1.  Betting probability
5 .  Once headed by J .  E dgar 
H oover
8 .  Formally surrender
12.  G ravy holder
13 .  N ile dweller, for short
14 .  M ore certain
15 .  T iny bit
16 .  a. k. a.  Bruce Banner
17 .  One who plies one' s 
trade
18 .  * " D ays to _ _ _ _ ,"  on a 
seed packet
20 .  Big- ticket _ _ _ _
21.  A partments, e. g.
22.  * P lumerias are often 
used in this H awaiian 
greeting
23 .  Scrooge' s visitors
26 .  D igging into
3 0 .  W hat Carl L ewis did
3 1.  Bestow
3 4 .  M onth before N isan

 ress it  a are
3 7 .  Choler
3 8 .  On a store tag
3 9 .  Central points
4 0 .  P aul Reubens'  H erman
4 2.  M other lode stuff
4 3 .  A frican bloodsucking 
pests
4 5 .  Salty dogs
4 7 .  Current tense of # 3 0  
A cross
4 8 .  Retches
5 0 .  Bovine cries

5 2.  * L ike an aggressive weed
5 5 .  Frustration, in a comic 
book
5 6 .  * H olds a plant stem to a 
support
5 7 .  T ype of hot sandwich
5 9 .  One born to J apanese 
immigrants
6 0 .  U rban legends, e. g.
6 1.  Check out
6 2.  Shakespeare' s " at 
another time"
6 3 .  " T he _ _ _ _  W ho L oved 
M e"
6 4 .  * Flower' s location after a 
garden?

DOWN
1.  K imono closer
2.  Banish to H ades
3 .  Crunched numbers
4 .  Facebook' s update feature
5 .  * Seed plant' s harvest
6 .  * G oes to seed
7 .  Rotten and stinky
8 .  * P lant variety
9 .  Famous canal
10 .  H old as a conviction
11.  M ake a blunder
13 .  Church service oil
14 .  Salesman' s speech, e. g.
19 .  L oosen laces
22.  T ennis do- over
23 .  * Splice, to a gardener
24 .  N imbi on ikons
25 .  I n the cooler (2 words)
26 .  Former Saint Brees
27 .  " P ulling my leg,"  e. g.

28 .  M other- of- pearl
29 .  * K ind of thumb
3 2.  P iz z eria output, pl.
3 3 .  " _ _ _ _  you kidding? "
3 6 .  * N  in N - P - K
3 8 .  Sneaked glances

4 0 .  Slammer
4 1.  " T he Shawshank 
Redemption"  theme
4 4 .  Served raw
46  saac o  science fiction
4 8 .  T his D ogg can rap

4 9 .  W hat E lton J ohn tickles, 
sing.
5 0 .  Street in A nytown, U SA
5 1.  G uesstimate phrase (two 
words)
5 2.  Bodily disorders

5 3 .  L ope de _ _ _ _ , Spanish 
playwright
5 4 .  Building ex tensions
5 5 .  N urses'  org.
5 8 .  _ _ _ _  time in golf
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ME E K E R TO WN  O F 2 0 2 2 Drinking Water Quality Report
Covering Data For Calendar Y ear 2 0 2 1

Public Water S ystem I D : CO0152505
E sta es informació n importante.  Si no la pueden leer, necesitan que alguien se la traduz ca.

We are pleased to present to you this year’s water quality report. Our constant goal is to provide you with a safe and dependable 
supply of drinking water.  Please contact MANDI ETHERIDGE at 970-878-5344 with any questions or for public participation 
opportunities that may affect water quality.

General I nformation
All drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be 
expected to contain at least small amounts of some contaminants.  
The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that the 
water poses a health risk.  More information about contaminants and 
potential health effects can be obtained by calling the Environmental 
Protection Agency’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline (1-800-426-4791) 
or by visiting epa.gov/ground-water-and-drinking-water.

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking 
water than the general population.  Immunocompromised persons 
such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who 
have undergone organ transplants, people with HIV-AIDS or other 
immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be 
particularly at risk of infections.  These people should seek advice 
about drinking water from their health care providers.  For more 
information about contaminants and potential health effects, or to 
receive a copy of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
and the U.S. Centers for Disease Control (CDC) guidelines on 
appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium 
and microbiological contaminants call the EPA Safe Drinking Water 
Hotline at (1-800-426-4791).

The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) 
include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs, and wells. 
As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, 
it dissolves naturally occurring minerals and, in some cases, 
radioactive material, and can pick up substances resulting from the 
presence of animals or from human activity. Contaminants that may 
be present in source water include:

•Microbial contaminants: viruses and bacteria that may come from 
sewage treatment plants, septic systems, agricultural livestock 
operations, and wildlife.
•Inorganic contaminants : salts and metals, which can be naturally-
occurring or result from urban storm water runoff, industrial or 
domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining, or 
farming.
•Pesticides and herbicides: may come from a variety of sources, 
such as agriculture, urban storm water runoff, and residential uses.
•Radioactive contaminants: can be naturally occurring or be the 
result of oil and gas production and mining activities.
•Organic chemical contaminants : including synthetic and volatile 
organic chemicals, which are byproducts of industrial processes and 
petroleum production, and also may come from gas stations, urban 
storm water runoff, and septic systems.

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, the Colorado 
Department of Public Health and Environment prescribes 
regulations limiting the amount of certain contaminants in water 
provided by public water systems.  The Food and Drug 
Administration regulations establish limits for contaminants in 
bottled water that must provide the same protection for public 
health.

Lead in Drinking Water
If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems 
(especially for pregnant women and young children). It is possible 
that lead levels at your home may be higher than other homes in the 
community as a result of materials used in your home’s plumbing. If 
you are concerned about lead in your water, you may wish to have 
your water tested. When your water has been sitting for several 
hours, you can minimize the potential for lead exposure by flushing 
your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water for drinking 
or cooking. Additional information on lead in drinking water, testing 
methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available 
from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (1-800-426-4791) or at 
epa.gov/safewater/lead. 

Source Water Assessment and Protection ( SWAP)
The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment may 
have provided us with a Source Water Assessment Report for our 
water supply. For general information or to obtain a copy of the 
report please visit wqcdcompliance.com/ccr.  The report is located 
under “Guidance: Source Water Assessment Reports”.  Search the 
table using 152505, MEEKER TOWN OF, or by contacting 
MANDI ETHERIDGE at 970-878-5344.  The Source Water 
Assessment Report provides a screening-level evaluation of 
potential contamination that could occur. It does not mean that the 
contamination has or will occur. We can use this information to 
evaluate the need to improve our current water treatment capabilities 
and prepare for future contamination threats. This can help us ensure 
that quality finished water is delivered to your homes. In addition, 
the source water assessment results provide a starting point for 
developing a source water protection plan.  Potential sources of 
contamination in our source water area are listed on the next page.

Please contact us to learn more about what you can do to help 
protect your drinking water sources, any questions about the 
Drinking Water Quality Report, to learn more about our system, or 
to attend scheduled public meetings. We want you, our valued 
customers, to be informed about the services we provide and the 
quality water we deliver to you every day.
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Detected Contaminants

MEEKER TOWN OF routinely monitors for contaminants in your drinking water according to Federal and State laws. The 
following table(s) show all detections found in the period of January 1 to December 31, 2021 unless otherwise noted. The State of 
Colorado requires us to monitor for certain contaminants less than once per year because the concentrations of these contaminants 
are not expected to vary significantly from year to year, or the system is not considered vulnerable to this type of contamination. 
Therefore, some of our data, though representative, may be more than one year old. Violations and Formal Enforcement Actions, if 
any, are reported in the next section of this report.

N ote: Only detected contaminants sampled within the last 5 years appear in this report. If no tables appear in this section then no
contaminants were detected in the last round of monitoring.

Disinfectants Sampled in the Distribution System
TT Requirement: At least 95% of samples per period (month or quarter) must be at least 0.2 ppm O R

If sample size is less than 40 no more than 1 sample is below 0.2 ppm
Typical Sources: Water additive used to control microbes

Disinfectant
N ame

Time Period Results N umber of Samples 
Below Level

Sample 
Siz e

TT 
V iolation

MRDL

Chlorine December, 2021 Lowest period percentage of samples 
meeting TT requirement: 100%

0 2 No 4.0 ppm

Lead and Copper Sampled in the Distribution System

Contaminant 
N ame

Time 
Period

9 0 th

Percentile
Sample 

Siz e
U nit of 

Measure
9 0 th

Percentile 
AL

Sample 
Sites 

Above 
AL

9 0 th

Percentile 
AL 

E x ceedance

Typical Sources

Copper 10/13/2021 
to 

10/18/2021

0.93 20 ppm 1.3 1 No Corrosion of 
household plumbing 
systems; Erosion of 

natural deposits

Lead 10/13/2021 
to 

10/18/2021

7.8 20 ppb 15 1 No Corrosion of 
household plumbing 
systems; Erosion of 

natural deposits

Copper 06/03/2021 
to 

06/08/2021

0.82 20 ppm 1.3 0 No Corrosion of 
household plumbing 
systems; Erosion of 

natural deposits

Disinfection Byproducts Sampled in the Distribution System

N ame Y ear Average Range
Low – H igh

Sample 
Siz e

U nit of 
Measure

MCL MCLG MCL 
V iolation

Typical Sources
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I norganic Contaminants Sampled at the E ntry Point to the Distribution System

Contaminant 
N ame

Y ear Average Range
Low – H igh

Sample 
Siz e

U nit of 
Measure

MCL MCLG MCL 
V iolation

Typical Sources

leaching from 
septic tanks, 

sewage; erosion of 
natural deposits

Nitrate-Nitrite 2021 0.17 0.17 to 0.17 1 ppm 10 10 No Runoff from 
fertilizer use; 
leaching from 
septic tanks, 

sewage; erosion of 
natural deposits

Secondary Contaminants* *
**Secondary standards are non-enforceable guidelines for contaminants that may cause cosmetic effects (such as skin, or tooth 

discoloration) or aesthetic effects (such as taste, odor, or color) in drinking water.

Contaminant 
N ame

Y ear Average Range
Low – H igh

Sample 
Siz e

U nit of 
Measure

Secondary Standard

Sodium 2021 11.55 7.9 to 14.9 4 ppm N/A

V iolations, Significant Deficiencies, and Formal E nforcement Actions

N on- H ealth- Based V iolations
These violations do not usually mean that there was a problem with the water quality. If there had been, we would have notified 
you immediately. We missed collecting a sample (water quality is unknown), we reported the sample result after the due date, or 

we did not complete a report/notice by the required date.

N ame Description Time Period

NITRATE FAILURE TO MONITOR AND/OR 
REPORT

07/01/2021 - 09/30/2021

CHLORINE EQUIPMENT VERIFICATION OR 
CALIBRATION - R531

07/02/2020 - Open

Additional V iolation I nformation
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O ur Water Sources

Sources ( Water Type - Source Type) Potential Source( s)  of Contamination

WELL NO 1 (Groundwater-Well)
WELL NO 2 (Groundwater-Well)
WELL NO 3 (Groundwater-Well)
WELL NO 4 (Groundwater-Well)
WELL NO 5 (Groundwater-Well)
WELL NO 6 (Groundwater-Well)
WELL NO 7 (Groundwater-Well)
WELL NO 8 (Groundwater-Well)

Row Crops, Pasture / Hay, Deciduous Forest, Evergreen Forest, 
Road Miles

Terms and Abbreviations

• Max imum Contaminant Level ( MCL) − The highest level of a contaminant allowed in drinking water.
• Treatment Technique ( TT) − A required process intended to reduce the level of a contaminant in drinking water.
• H ealth- Based − A violation of either a MCL or TT.
• N on- H ealth- Based − A violation that is not a MCL or TT.
• Action Level ( AL) − The concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers treatment and other regulatory 

requirements.
• Max imum Residual Disinfectant Level ( MRDL) − The highest level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking water. There 

is convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary for control of microbial contaminants.
• Max imum Contaminant Level Goal ( MCLG) − The level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no 

known or expected risk to health. MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.
• Max imum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal ( MRDLG) − The level of a drinking water disinfectant, below which there 

is no known or expected risk to health. MRDLGs do not reflect the benefits of the use of disinfectants to control microbial 
contaminants.

• V iolation ( N o Abbreviation) − Failure to meet a Colorado Primary Drinking Water Regulation.
• Formal E nforcement Action ( N o Abbreviation) − Escalated action taken by the State (due to the risk to public health, or

number or severity of violations) to bring a non-compliant water system back into compliance.
• V ariance and E x emptions ( V / E ) − Department permission not to meet a MCL or treatment technique under certain 

conditions.
• Gross Alpha ( N o Abbreviation) − Gross alpha particle activity compliance value. It includes radium-226, but excludes 

radon 222, and uranium.
• Picocuries per liter ( pCi/ L) − Measure of the radioactivity in water.
• N ephelometric Turbidity U nit ( N TU ) − Measure of the clarity or cloudiness of water. Turbidity in excess of 5 NTU is 

just noticeable to the typical person.
• Compliance V alue ( N o Abbreviation) – Single or calculated value used to determine if regulatory contaminant level

(e.g. MCL) is met. Examples of calculated values are the 90th Percentile, Running Annual Average (RAA) and Locational 
Running Annual Average (LRAA).

• Average ( x - bar) − Typical value. 
• Range ( R) − Lowest value to the highest value.
• Sample Siz e ( n) − Number or count of values (i.e. number of water samples collected).
• Parts per million =  Milligrams per liter ( ppm =  mg/ L) − One part per million corresponds to one minute in two years or 

a single penny in $10,000.
• Parts per billion =  Micrograms per liter ( ppb =  ug/ L) − One part per billion corresponds to one minute in 2,000 years, 

or a single penny in $10,000,000.
• N ot Applicable ( N / A) – Does not apply or not available.
• Level 1  Assessment – A study of the water system to identify potential problems and determine (if possible) why total 

coliform bacteria have been found in our water system.
• Level 2  Assessment – A very detailed study of the water system to identify potential problems and determine (if possible) 

why an E. coli MCL violation has occurred and/or why total coliform bacteria have been found in our water system on 
multiple occasions.

MEEKER TOWN OF, PWS ID: CO0152505                                  2022 CCR Page 4 of 6

Disinfection Byproducts Sampled in the Distribution System

N ame Y ear Average Range
Low – H igh

Sample 
Siz e

U nit of 
Measure

MCL MCLG MCL 
V iolation

Typical Sources

Total 
Haloacetic 

Acids 
(HAA5)

2021 2.8 2.8 to 2.8 1 ppb 60 N/A No Byproduct of drinking 
water disinfection

Total 
Trihalome

thanes
(TTHM)

2021 6 6 to 6 1 ppb 80 N/A No Byproduct of drinking 
water disinfection

Radionuclides Sampled at the E ntry Point to the Distribution System

Contaminant 
N ame

Y ear Average Range
Low – H igh

Sample 
Siz e

U nit of 
Measure

MCL MCLG MCL 
V iolation

Typical Sources

Combined 
Radium

2021 0.38 0 to 1.5 4 pCi/L 5 0 No Erosion of 
natural deposits

Combined 
Uranium

2021 1.1 0.72 to 1.7 4 ppb 30 0 No Erosion of 
natural deposits

I norganic Contaminants Sampled at the E ntry Point to the Distribution System

Contaminant 
N ame

Y ear Average Range
Low – H igh

Sample 
Siz e

U nit of 
Measure

MCL MCLG MCL 
V iolation

Typical Sources

Barium 2021 0.02 0.02 to 0.02 4 ppm 2 2 No Discharge of 
drilling wastes; 
discharge from 
metal refineries; 

erosion of natural 
deposits

Fluoride 2021 0.03 0 to 0.12 4 ppm 4 4 No Erosion of natural 
deposits; water 
additive which 

promotes strong 
teeth; discharge 

from fertilizer and 
aluminum 
factories

Nitrate 2021 0.15 0.13 to 0.17 3 ppm 10 10 No Runoff from 
fertilizer use; 
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N on- H ealth- Based V iolations
These violations do not usually mean that there was a problem with the water quality. If there had been, we would have notified 
you immediately. We missed collecting a sample (water quality is unknown), we reported the sample result after the due date, or 

we did not complete a report/notice by the required date.

N ame Description Time Period

Please share this information with all the other people who drink this water, especially those who may not have received this notice 
directly (for example, people in apartments, nursing homes, schools, and businesses). You can do this by posting this notice in a public 
place or distributing copies by hand or mail.

Describe the steps taken to resolve the violation(s), and the anticipated resolution date: Nitrate violation was due to sampling to late in 
the sample period and was unable to resample due to time. It was resolved by making a policy to sample at the beginning of the sample 
period. The chlorine violation was due to not recording continuous monitoring equipment verification. It was resolved by adding a 
spread sheet that is required to be filled out twice a week.

TOWN OF MEEKER 
2022 Drinking Water Quality Report

For Calendar Year 2021

Published March 24, 2022 in the Rio Blanco Herald Times

http://www.theheraldtimes.com/subscribe
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Justin Floors Inc
970.618.2380
justintime6955@msn.com
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www.justinfloorsinc.com

Carpet · Luxury Vinyl
Hardwood · Tile

Quartz & Granite Countertops

QUALITY & EXPERIENCE

NO JOB TOO SMALL

JOSH WEAVER · 970.620.1901

basements · septics · dump truck work 
driveways · rock landscaping 

e x c a v a t i n g

D I ST RI CT  COU RT  Rio Blanco County, 
Colorado

Court A ddress:  4 5 5  M ain Street, P . O.  Box  
115 0

M eeker, CO 8 16 4 1
P hone:  (9 7 0 ) 8 7 8 - 5 6 22

D ivision:  B
N OT I CE  T O CRE D I T ORS 

E state of Charlotte Mobley a/k/a 
Charlotte S. Mobley, D eceased 

Case N umber 2022PR30002
A ll persons having claims against the 
above named estate are req uired to 
present them to the personal representative 
or D istrict Court of Rio Blanco, County, 
Colorado  on or before July 15, 2022, or 
the claims may be forever barred.
T ravis M obley, P ersonal Representative
P . O.  Box  7 8 2
M eeker, CO 8 16 4 1
ST E E RM A N  L A W  OFFI CE S
/ s J ohanna M .  B orc hard , E sq .  # 4 4 5 8 7
P ublished:  M arch 10 , 17  and 24 , 20 22
Rio Blanco H erald T imes

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

AGENDA

BID REQUESTS

INVITATION FOR BIDS
Garfield Street: Water Line Replacement

CLOSING BID DATE – April 05, 2022
TOWN OF MEEKER
345 Market Street
Meeker, CO 81641

Y ou are hereby invited to bid for the 
construction o  t e arfield treet, 
W ater L ine Replacement P roject for the 
T own of M eeker.  T his project includes 
the construction of approx imately 1,20 0  
linear feet of water line, the installation of 
appurtenant fittings, and 0 linear eet o  14  
diameter steel casing beneath the Sulphur 
Creek box  culvert.  T he project site is located 
on arfield treet ro  c ool treet to 
T hird Street.  T he P roject Owner is the T own 
of M eeker.  T he P roject E ngineer is Chris 
H ale, P . E .  of M ountain Cross E ngineering, 
I nc.  in G lenwood Springs.

 co plete set o  plans, specifications, and 
contract documents may be obtained after 
M arch 17  th , 20 22 from M eeker T own H all, 
3 4 5  M arket Street.  A  mandatory pre- bid 
meeting will be held at the M eeker T own 
H all, 3 4 5  M arket Street, on M onday, M arch 
28  th , 20 22, at 10 : 3 0  a. m.
A ll Bid P roposals and Bid Security shall 
be sealed in an en elope it  arfield 

treet - Water ine eplace ent  ritten on 
the front.  Bid P roposals shall be mailed or 
delivered to M eeker T own H all, 3 4 5  M arket 
Street, M eeker, CO 8 16 4 1 by 3 : 0 0  p. m. , 
T uesday, A pril 5  th , 20 22 at which time 
bids will be opened and read aloud.  T he 
T own Board of T rustees will award the bid 
on T uesday A pril 19  th , 20 22 at 7 : 0 0  p. m.  
at T own H all, 3 4 5  M arket Street in M eeker.  
E ach bid must be accompanied by a bid 
bond or a check in the amount of 10 % of the 
bid made payable to T he T own of M eeker 
as bid security, along with 3  references for 
similar work.  P erformance and P ayment 
Bonds are req uired.  T he successful bidder 
must maintain workers compensation and 
general liability insurance in the amount of 
no less than $ 1,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  during the project.
T he T own reserves the right to reject any 

County of Rio Blanco
4V0 – Replace Wildlife fence
A D V E RT I SE M E N T  FOR BI D S

Sealed Bids for the construction of Rangely 
Airport, 4V0 - Replace Wildlife Fence 
Project, will be received by County of 
Rio Blanco , at t e o fice o  t e Clerk , at 
555 Main St. 3rd Floor, Meeker, Colorado 
81641  until 2:00 pm  local time on 
April 1, 2022 . The bids will be publicly 
opened and read aloud in the presence 
of Bidders at 2:00 pm  on April 1, 2022 .
P roject includes demolition of approx imately 
19 ,10 0  feet of 8 - foot tall electrical fence and 
construction of approx imately 19 ,10 0  feet of 
8 - foot wildlife fence.

o bids ill be recei ed a ter t e specified 
hour and date and may not be withdrawn 
a ter t e ti e fixed or opening t e  
T he Owner reserves the right to waive 
irregularities in the bids and reject any 
and all bids.  N o bids will be considered in 

ic  t e roposal, pecifications or any 
pro isions a e been odified
Bids will be received for a single prime 
Contract.  Bids shall be on a unit price basis, 
as indicated in the Bid Form.  T he bidder 
must supply all information req uired by the 
bid or proposal or s and specifications
E ach bid must be accompanied either by 
a certified c eck, payable to County of Rio 
Blanco  in t e a ount o  fi e percent  
of the bid, or by a Bid Bond in a like amount 
and ex ecuted by an approved surety 
company.  T he check or bond will be retained 
by the Owner as liq uidated damages if the 
successful bidder refuses or fails to enter 
into contract and performance bond in 
accord it  is bid it in fi teen 1  days 
a ter date o  notification o  a ard
M inimum wage rates as established by the 
Secretary of L abor are applicable to the 
work performed on this project.

e ssuing O fice or t e idding 
D ocuments, consisting of P roject M anual 
and P lan Set, is:  T - O E ngineers, 217 5  
W . 3 0 0 0  S.  Suite 20 0 , H eber City, U T  8 4 0 3 2.  
P rospective Bidders may ex amine the 

idding ocu ents at t e ssuing O fice on 
M ondays through T hursdays between the 
hours of 8 : 0 0  and 5 : 0 0  and Fridays between 
the hours of 8 : 0 0  and 12: 0 0  and may obtain 
copies of the Bidding D ocuments from the 
ssuing O fice as described belo

I nterested bidders must obtain the Bidding 
D ocuments from the T - O E ngineers Online 
P lan Room at www. to- engineersplanroom.
com.  Bidding D ocuments may be ordered 
in hard copy format for purchase at cost 
(nonrefundable).  E lectronic Bidding 
D ocuments in P D F format may be 
downloaded for no cost.  T o be placed on 
the plan holders list, bidders must register at 
www. to- engineersplanroom. com.
Bids may not be withdrawn after the time 
fixed or sub itting t e  e O ner 
reserves the right to waive irregularities in 
the bids and reject any and all bids.
T he County of Rio Blanco and Rangely 
A irport, in accordance with the provisions of 
T itle V I  of the Civil Rights A ct of 19 6 4  (7 8  
Stat.  25 2, 4 2 U . S. C.  § §  20 0 0 d to 20 0 0 d-
4  and t e egulations, ereby notifies all 
bidders t at it ill a fir ati ely ensure t at 
any contract entered into pursuant to this 
advertisement, disadvantaged business 
enterprises will be afforded full and fair 
opportunity to submit bids in response to 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
E state of D A V I D  L A W RE N CE  BROW N , 
a/k/a D avid L .  Brown, D avid Brown, and 
D ave Brown, D eceased
Case N umber:  22P R3 0 0 0 3
A ll persons having claims against the 
above- named estate are req uired to 
present them to the personal representative 
or to the D istrict Court of Rio Blanco 
County, Colorado on or before J uly 22, 
20 22, or the claims may be forever barred.
W illiam G .  Collin, E sq .
K E L L E R L A W , L L C
A ttorneys for P ersonal Representative
5 8 4  Y ampa A venue
Craig, CO 8 16 25
P ublished:  M arch 17 , 24  and 3 1, 20 22
Rio Blanco H erald T imes

2022 RIO BLANCO COUNTY
CHIP SEAL PROJECT

PROJECT NAME, LOCATION AND 
GENERAL SCOPE OF WORK
20 22 Rio Blanco County Chip Seal 
P roject.   W ork consists of seal coating 
and fog coating approx imately 18 . 18  
miles of County Road 8  in the M eeker 
D istrict.   Be aware there may be other 
County and/or State projects in the area 
that may affect material transport routes 
and/or travel delays.
CONTRACT DOCUMENTS
Contract D ocuments shall be available 
on- line at www.govbids.com/ scripts/
co1/public/home1.asp, or on the 
county’ s website at www.rbc.us on the 
Bid P ostings page, or at the Rio Blanco 
County Road and Bridge D ept.  5 7 0  2nd 
Street, M eeker, Colorado  8 16 4 1 on 
M arch 17 , 20 22.
VENDOR QUALIFICATIONS
V endors must be listed on the most 
current CD OT  P re- q ualified Contractor 
L isting.
WORK SCHEDULE
T his project shall start M ay 2, 20 22 and 
complete by M ay 26 , 20 22, pending 
delays due to adverse conditions.   
Contractor shall submit a firm work 
schedule with bid.  
PROJECT SUPERINTENDENT AND 
QUESTIONS
V an P ilaud, County E ngineer, (9 7 0 ) 
8 7 8 - 9 5 9 0 , Fax  (9 7 0 ) 8 7 8 - 3 3 9 6 .   M ailing 
address:   Rio Blanco County Road 
and Bridge D ept. , 5 7 0  Second Street, 
M eeker, CO 8 16 4 1.
A ll V endors must ex amine the sites and 
become familiar with all site conditions.   
A ny q uestions regarding this project are 
to be directed in writing to V an P ilaud 
before A pril 5 , 20 22 at noon at the above 
address or fax  number.
MANDATORY PRE-BID MEETING
V endors must attend mandatory pre- bid 
meeting:
M arch 29 , 20 22 at 11: 0 0  A . M .  at the Rio 
Blanco County Road & Bridge D ept. , 5 7 0  
Second Street, M eeker.  
BID SUBMITTALS
Bids shall have V endor’ s name and 
address and “SEALED BID-2022 CHIP 
SEAL PROJECT” written on the sealed 
envelope.   A ll req uired documents shall 
be included with the bid or it shall be 
rejected.
E ach bid must include a certified check 
or cashier ’ s check in the amount of not 

HOSPITAL BOARD 
HEARING

this invitation and will not be discriminated 
against on the grounds of race, color, or 
national origin in consideration for an award.

e idder is ereby notified t at t is 
project is subject to FA A  Federal Contract 
P rovisions, including, but not limited 
to:  Buy A merican P reference, D avis 

acon, fir ati e ction, o ern ent-
wide D ebarment and Suspension, and 
G overnment- wide Req uirements for D rug-
Free W orkplace.
A s used in this notice and in the contract 
resulting from this solicitation, the “ covered 
area  is Colorado, Rio Blanco County, 
Rangely.
A  pre- bid conference will be held at 1:00 pm
local time on March 24, 2022 at the Rangely 
A irport T erminal Building on the east side of 
Rangely, CO with a site tour of the airport to 
follow after the pre bid meeting.
A ttendance at the pre- bid conference is not
mandatory, but strongly encouraged.
Owner:  Rio Blanco County
By:  Boots M .  Campbell
T itle:  Clerk & Recorder
P ublished:  M arch 17  and 24 , 20 22
Rio Blanco H erald T imes

less than five percent (5 % ) of the total 
bid, made payable to Rio Blanco County, 
or by a bid bond in like amount ex ecuted 
by a surety company.
Mailed bids are due no later than 10:45 
A.M. on Thursday, April 7, 2022.  Do 
not depend on overnight delivery.  
M ailing A ddress:   RBC Commissioners, 
P . O.  Box  5 9 9 , A ttn:   L ori Z entmeyer, 
M eeker, CO  8 16 4 1.
Hand delivered bids will be accepted 
from 8:00 A.M. to 10:45 A.M. on April 
7, 2022.  H and- delivery address:   Rio 
Blanco County Commissioners, 5 5 5  M ain 
St. , 3 rd Floor, M eeker, CO.
BID OPENING
Bids shall be opened and read in public 
at 11: 15  A . M .  on A pril 7 , 20 22 at the Rio 
Blanco County Courthouse, 5 5 5  M ain 
Street, 3 rd Floor Board Room, M eeker, 
CO.   Bids submitted after 10 : 4 5  A . M .  will 
be returned not opened.   Bids submitted 
and opened shall not be withdrawn for 3 0  
days thereafter.
BID PREFERENCE
C. R. S.  8 - 19 - 10 1, et. seq , shall be 
observed on all construction contracts 
on public projects.   T he law states 
that when a construction contract for 
a public project is to be awarded to 
a bidder, a resident bidder shall be 
allowed preference against a nonresident 
bidder from another state eq ual to the 
preference given or req uired by the 
state in which the nonresident bidder is 
a resident.
BID AWARD
T he Rio Blanco County Board of County 
Commissioners reserve the right to reject 
any or all bids;  to waive any informalities 
in bids;  and to accept the bid that, in 
the opinion of the Board, is in the best 
interest of the County of Rio Blanco, 
State of Colorado.  
RI O BL A N CO COU N T Y , COL ORA D O
D ated:  M arch 17 , 20 22
By:  T y G ates, Chairmain
P ublished:  M arch 17  and 24 , 20 22
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and all bids;  to change, add, or amend the 
specifications  to ai e any in or alities  
and the right to disregard all non- conforming 
or conditional bids or counter proposals.  
E ach proposal shall be reviewed and 
considered consistent with the provisions of 
the T own of M eeker P urchasing P olicy.
Contact Russ Overton with the T own of 
M eeker 9 7 0 - 8 7 8 - 5 5 3 0  or 9 7 0 - 8 7 8 - 5 3 4 4  for 
additional information or with any q uestions 
regarding this project.

T H E  BOA RD  OF T RU ST E E S
OF T H E  T OW N  OF M E E K E R

M andi E theridge, T own A dministrator
P ublished:  M arch 17 , 24  and 3 1, 20 22
Rio Blanco H erald T imes

PUBLIC NOTICE
MEDICAL RECORD DESTRUCTION

PIONEERS MEDICAL CENTER
E astern Rio Blanco County H ealth Service 
D istrict, dba P ioneers M edical Center, 
formerly known as P ioneers H ospital of Rio 
Blanco County, will be destroying medical 
records related to visits and/or test results 
performed at P ioneers M edical Center 
in M eeker, Colorado D ecember 3 1, 20 11 
and prior.
Records selected for destruction will 
include all records for patients over the age 
of 18  at the time of treatment or prior to 
D ecember 3 1, 20 11.  A dditionally, records 
of minor children at the time of treatment 
D ecember 3 1, 20 11 and prior who are now 
28  years of age or greater are scheduled 
for destruction.  M edical records destruction 
will begin A pril 15 , 20 22.
I f you wish to have a copy of any of these 
medical records set to be destroyed, 
please contact the H ealth I nformation 
M anagement D epartment at 9 7 0 - 8 7 8 - 9 26 7 .
P ublished:  M arch 3 , 10 , 17  and 24 , 20 22
Rio Blanco H erald T imes

MEDICAL RECORDS 
DESTRUCTION

MEEKER SCHOOL DISTRICT RE-1
Board of Education Regular Meeting

555 Garfield Street
Meeker, CO 81641

March 28, 2022 - 7:00 p.m.
Google Meet link:   https://meet.google.
com/iye-ushz-jvu
1.  Call to Order and Roll Call
2.  P ledge of A llegiance:  M r.  A llen will lead 
the P ledge of A llegiance
3 .  W elcome of G uests
4 .  A pproval of A genda
District Celebrations:
Student Celebrations:  D rama Club / 
A ddams Family V alues Cast
Staff Recognition: 
General Public Comment Session: 
(comments limited to three minutes)
Public/Committee Reports:  D A C, M eeker 
E ducation Foundation, BOCE S/SA C
Principal Reports:  M E S, BM S, M H S
Superintendent Report : 20 220 3 28  Board 
M eeting Report
Consent Agenda:
1.  A pproval:  M inutes from Regular Board 
M eeting on February 28 , 20 22

2.  A pproval:  M inutes from Special Board 
M eeting on M arch 14 , 20 22
3 .  A cceptance:  Financial Reports and 
Check V ouchers for February 20 22
Action Items:
1.  P ersonnel A ctions -  T BD
2.  A pproval:  P olicy T hird Reading:  
20 220 119  P olicy Review
3 .  A pproval:  P olicy Second Reading:  
G BG G  -  Staff L eave
4 .  A pproval:  Superintendent E valuation 
Summary
Other BOE Information:
1.  P olicy First Reading:  K B -  P arent and 
Family E ngagement
2.  Capital P rojects L ist
3 .  P otential Future D iscussion I tems
4 .  Construction U pdate
5 .  COV I D - 19  P rotocols -  U pdates 
I mplemented on February 28 , 20 22
6 .  Other
Executive Session (if needed): 
Adjournment
P ublished:  M arch 24 , 20 22
Rio Blanco H erald T imes

NOTICE OF HEARING ON MOTION
P etitioner provides notice to A L L  
I N T E RE ST E D  P A RT I E S that the Court 
will hold a hearing on A pril 19 , 20 22, at 
9 : 0 0 am on the M otion to E stablish the 
N umber of Board M embers for E astern Rio 
Blanco County H ealth Services D istrict.  A ny 
interested parties may participate in this 
hearing by logging into or calling W ebE x  
at the designated time.  T he process for 
accessing W ebE x  for the hearing is as 
follows:
Judge Norrdin’s Virtual Courtroom
T o appear by video:  (preferred) you can 
download the W ebex  M eeting A pp at 
www.webex.com/downloads.html/
for your smartphone or computer and 
join using access code/meeting number 
9 22- 8 3 5 - 8 9 7  to appear in J udge N orrdin’ s 
virtual courtroom.To appear by phone:  
dial 7 20 - 6 5 0 - 7 6 6 4  and when prompted 
enter the nine- digit access code 9 22- 8 3 5 -
8 9 7  (J udge N orrdin’ s virtual courtroom 
number) and press # , then press #  again.
INSTRUCCIONES PARA COMPARECER 
EN LA SALA VIRTUAL DEL JUEZ 
NORRDIN TODAS
LAS CAUSAS Y AUDIENCIAS A MENOS 
DE QUE SE INDIQUE LO CONTRARIO
P ara comparecer por video (lo cual es lo 
q ue el juez  espera de usted):  descargue la 
aplicació n de W E BE X  M eeting en www.
webex.com/downloads.html/ en su 
telé fono inteligente o computadora, e 
ingrese a la sala del tribunal a la hora y 
fecha programadas para su audiencia e 
ingrese el có digo de acceso y el nú mero de 
reunió n 9 22 8 3 5  8 9 7 .
P ara comparecer por telé fono:  llame al 7 20 -
6 5 0 - 7 6 6 4  y cuando se le indiq ue, ingrese 
el có digo de acceso de nueve dí gitos 9 22 
8 3 5  8 9 7  (nú mero de la sala virtual del juez  
N orrdin) y marq ue la tecla numeral (# ), 
despué s marq ue la tecla numeral (# ) una 
vez  má s.
N ú mero de reunió n (có digo de acceso):  9 22 
8 3 5  8 9 7
P ublished:  M arch 24 , 3 1, A pril 7  and 14 , 
20 22
Rio Blanco H erald T imes

ELECTION NOTICES
TOWN OF RANGELY BOARD TRUSTEE 

OPEN SEATS
T he T own of Rangely will be accepting 
letters o  interest to fill t ree seats on t e 
T own Board of T rustee’ s.  P lease submit all 
letters of interest no later than T hursday, 
M arch 3 1, 20 22, by 5  p. m.  to:
T own of Rangely
20 9  E  M ain
Rangely, CO 8 16 4 8
A T T N ;  T own Clerk
P lease include a phone number and email 
address in the letter.  T hank you.
M arybel Cox , Clerk/T reasurer
mcox@rangelyco.gov
9 7 0 - 6 7 5 - 8 4 7 6
P ublished:  M arch 3 , 10 , 17  and 24 , 20 22
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RANGELY SCHOOL FOUNDATION 
BOARD MEMBER AT LARGE OPEN 

SEAT
T he Rangely School Foundation will be 
accepting letters o  interest to fill t e 
member at large board seat.   T he board 

NOTICE OF CANCELLATION
and

CERTIFIED STATEMENT OF RESULTS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN by the A rtesia 
Fire P rotection D istrict, M offat County, 
Colorado, that at the close of business on 
the six ty- third day before the election, there 
were not more candidates for director than 
o fices to be filled, including candidates 

NOTICE OF MAIL BALLOT ELECTION
C. R. S.  1- 7 . 5 - 10 7 (2. 5 ) (a) 1- 5 - 20 5 (1)(a), 

(c), (d) and (2) SOS Rule 12. 5
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN and 

filing a fida its o  intent to be rite-in 
candidates;  therefore, the election to be 
held on M ay 8 , 20 22 is hereby canceled 
pursuant to section 1- 13 . 5 - 5 13 (6 ) C. R. S.  
T he following candidates are hereby 
declared elected:
P aul M .  J achim, 3  year term, until M ay 
20 2 5
W endy S.  Berry, 3  year term, until M ay 
20 25
N ichole E .  Becker, 3  year term, until M ay 
20 25
/s/ L aurance E larton D esignated E lection 
O ficial
Contact P erson:  Colleen Z ufelt
3 0 1 Stegosaurus, D inosaur, CO 8 16 10
9 7 0 - 3 7 4 - 24 4 4
P ublished:  M arch 24 , 20 22
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particularly to the electors of the W estern 
Rio Blanco M etropolitan Recreation and 
P ark D istrict, Rio Blanco County, State of 
Colorado:
NOTICE IS HEREBY given that a regular 
election of the W estern Rio Blanco 
M etropolitan Recreation and P ark D istrict 
shall be held on T uesday, M ay 3 , 20 22, 
from 7 : 0 0  a. m.  until 7 : 0 0  p. m.  T he election is 
being conducted as a mail ballot election.  
M ail ballots will be mailed to eligible electors 
no earlier than 22 days (A pril 11, 20 22) 
prior to the election and no later than 15  
days (A pril 18 , 20 22) prior to the election.  
T he drop off location for the delivery of mail 
ballots and receipt of replacement ballots 
shall be located at W estern Rio Blanco 
M etropolitan Recreation and P ark D istrict, 
6 11 S.  Stanolind A ve. , and shall be open 
M onday through T hursday between the 
hours of 8 : 0 0  a. m.  and 4 : 0 0  p. m.  beginning 
at least 22 days (A pril 11, 20 22) prior to the 
election day and from 7 : 0 0  a. m.  and 7 : 0 0  
p. m.  on election day.

A t said election, the electors of the D istrict 
shall vote for [  and against Ballot I ssue 1A  
and for]  D irectors to serve 2, 3  year terms 
o  o fice on t e oard o  irectors o  t e 
D istrict:

ere are no candidates or o fice
allot ssue certified by t e Western io 

Blanco M etropolitan Recreation and P ark 
D istrict:
W estern Rio Blanco M etropolitan 
Recreation and P ark D istrict 1A :
SH A L L  T H E  W E ST E RN  RI O BL A N CO 
M E T ROP OL I T A N  RE CRE A T I ON  A N D  

 C  C  E  
BE  I N CRE A SE D  BY  $ 9 5 0 ,0 0 0 . 0 0  I N  
CA L E N D A R Y E A R 20 23 , A N D  BY  
W H A T E V E R A D D I T I ON A L  A M OU N T S 
A RE  RA I SE D  A N N U A L L Y  I N  E A CH  
SU BSE Q U E N T  CA L E N D A R Y E A R, 
BY  I N CRE A SI N G  T H E  G E N E RA L  
OP E RA T I N G  M I L L  L E V Y  OF T H E  
D I ST RI CT  FROM  4 . 0  M I L L S T O 8 . 0  M I L L S 
U P ON  T A X A BL E  RE A L  A N D  P E RSON A L  
P ROP E RT Y  W I T H I N  T H E  D I ST RI CT , 

consists of two T own of Rangely T rustee’ s 
and two Rangely School D istrict Board 
members and a member at large.
P lease submit all letters of interest no 
later than T hursday, M arch 3 1, 20 22, by 
5  p. m.  to:
L isa P iering
C/O T own of Rangely
20 9  E  M ain
Rangely, CO  8 16 4 8
P lease include contact information in the 
letter.   T hank you.
Rangely School Foundation Board
P ublished:  M arch 3 , 10 , 17  and 24 , 20 22
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SU CH  RE V E N U E S T O BE  COL L E CT E D , 
RE T A I N E D , A N D  SP E N T  FOR T H E  
P U RP OSE S OF FU N D I N G  T H E  D I ST RI CT ’ S 
G E N E RA L  OP E RA T I ON S, P U RCH A SI N G  
E Q U I P M E N T , P E RFORM I N G  RE P A I RS 
A N D  M A I N T E N A N CE  T O D I ST RI CT  
FA CI L I T I E S, A N D  A N Y  OT H E R L A W FU L  
D I ST RI CT  P U RP OSE S, A N D  SH A L L  T H E  
D I ST RI CT  BE  P E RM I T T E D  T O COL L E CT , 
RE T A I N , A N D  SP E N D  A L L  P ROP E RT Y  
T A X  RE V E N U E S D E RI V E D  FROM  T H I S 
M I L L  L E V Y  I N CRE A SE  A S A  V OT E R-
A P P ROV E D  RE V E N U E  CH A N G E  A N D  A N  
E X CE P T I ON  T O L I M I T S W H I CH  W OU L D  
OT H E RW I SE  A P P L Y  U N D E R A RT I CL E  
X , SE CT I ON  20  OF T H E  COL ORA D O 
CON ST I T U T I ON  OR A N Y  OT H E R 
A P P L I CA BL E  L A W ?
W estern Rio Blanco M etropolitan Recreation 
and P ark D istrict
enni er oel - esignated Election O ficial

9 7 0 - 6 7 5 - 8 211
P ublished:  M arch 24 , 20 22
Rio Blanco H erald T imes
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Meeker, Colorado
970-878-4715

Assisting real estate buyers and sellers in the northwest Colorado area.
Call Steve Wix - 3rd generation Meeker Native, serving buyers 

& sellers in the Meeker area since 1980. Cell 970-629-9990. 

Experience And Expertise Make All �e Difference.

s t e v e w i x @b a c k c o u n t r y r e a l t y .c o m
w w w . b a c k c o u n t r y r e a l t y . c o m

Member of Craig Board of Realtors & Aspen, Glenwood Springs, Rifle and Craig MLS. 
Providing International Exposure of Our Listings Since 1997!

*760 & 780 12th St- Two vacant lots. $25,000 each.
*Five 6 to 8 Acre lots in east Rangely. $51,000 to $71,000.
*43 Acre lot in east Rangely. $180,000.
TBD County Road 43-5 vacant irrigated acres. Great views. SOLD!
*6.4 Acre lot E Main St., Rangely. SOLD!
*195 Mesa Drive-5 Acres, large 2 story home, garage. $502,000. SOLD!
189 County Road 43-Large home, garage, shop, 11.5 irrigated acres. SOLD!
*6902 County Road 7- 5 Acres, home, shop. SOLD!

FOR SALE:

6900 CR 7-Unlimited opportunities await with 
this 35 acres rural property, featuring a domestic 
well, Lg. primary home w/ 5BD|2BA and a 
private guest house 1BD/1BA, heated garage, 
and workshop. Reduced $815,000
1161 CR 8-3BD | 2BA | 1952 SF log home on 5 
acres overlooking the river with a natural spring. 
Features include central air, updated electrical 
system, and domestic well.  Reduced $415,000
138 Main St-2BD | 1.5BA | 1712 SF, Home w/ 
fireplace nook, custom o�ice, fenced backyard 
w/ sprinklers & garage. Near all amenities. 
$245,000
1251 White River Rd-Lot 6, Ridge Estates, 3.22 
± acres with domestic community water and 
use of the HOA irrigation system. $135,000
NEW! White River Condo, Unit 17-2BD | 1BA 
877 SF, two-story floorplan, private laundromat 
& park w/ river frontage. $89,000.
White River Condo, Unit 15-2BD | 1BA | 879 
SF, two-story floorplan with a 50 SF storage unit 
included, Private Park. $89,000.
1417 Silver Sage Rd-Elevated double lots in 
Sage Hills, great views w/ Lg. building envelope. 
Reduced $50,000
1301 White River Rd...................UNDER CONTRACT
1307 Sage Ridge Rd...................UNDER CONTRACT
688 7th St............................................UNDER CONTRACT
White River Condo, Unit 3.....UNDER CONTRACT
1131 Michael Cir............................UNDER CONTRACT

6900 C.R. 7

1251 White River Rd.

  Alpine West   

 Properties

1251 White River Rd.

 Properties

LLC

Mallari Arnold Associate Broker
mallari.alpinewest@gmail.com • 970.420.0585

Your Trusted Source for 
Anything & Everything 

Real Estate!

. FOR SALE IN MEEKER .

Alex Plumb Owner/Broker
sold@alexplumb.realtor • 970.420.8076

 Call or text us. We are happy to help!
W.R. Condo, Unit 17

  

W.R. Condo, Unit 15

138 Main St.

1161 C.R. 8

N
EW

!

NEW 15807 Road 8: Panoramic views, southern exposure, 5 acres, 3BD/2.5BA energy efficient home . . . . . . . . . . . . $834,000
58.37± Acres at Highway 13 & Road 15: Gateway to Meeker, raw land ready for development.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $700,440
58.25 Acres east of Pioneers Medical Center: Surveyed, partially fenced, corrals, Highway 13 access. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$699,000
12.69 Acres 15 minutes east of Meeker: Borders Lake Avery State Land, water rights, southern exposure . . . . . . . . . $480,000
PENDING 8617 Road 8: 10 miles from Meeker, 4BD/2BA log home, well water, 2.88 acres, valley views . . . . . . . . . . $450,000
NEW 350 Garfield Street: 3BD/2.75BA ranch style home, detached garage, large lot, abundant parking . . . . . . . . . . . $450,000
REDUCED 2257 Road 6: 22+ acres w/ irrigation, loafing sheds, energy efficient 2BD/2BA log cabin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $434,900
NEW 475 Cedar Street: 6BD/2BA, ranch level w/ full basement, overlooking town of Meeker. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $400,000
PENDING 830 10th Street: Two story, 4BD/2.5BA, central air, attached garage, adjoining lot included . . . . . . . . . . . . $349,000
PENDING 8 East Main Street: 2,664 square feet, zoned rural residential, opportunity to convert to a home . . . . . . . . $298,000
PENDING 980 Cleveland St.: Corner lot, multi-family layout, 2BD/1BA upper level, 1BD/1BA lower level . . . . . . . . . $280,000
8.45 acres at the top of 6th Street: Development potential, water tap paid, borders trail system, views . . . . . . . . . . . . $249,000
SOLD 7.46 Acres on East Market Street: Horse property, water rights, development potential  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $245,000
SOLD CRAIG 1905 W 2nd Street: Comfortable bi-level 3BD/1.75BA, attached garage, fenced yard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $229,000
1/5 Interest in the Sheridan Gravel Pit: Income producing, established lease, close to Pioneers Medical Center . . . . . $200,000
PENDING 1276 Hill Street: 3BD/2BA home, detached workshop, borders Ute Park and China Wall trailhead . . . . . . $199,000
109 Market Street: Highway commercial corner lot, bustling location, surrounded by thriving businesses  . . . . . . . . . . $167,000
13.45 Acres south of Pioneers Medical Center: Annexed into the town, surveyed and ready for development.  . . . . . . $80,700
1200 Flag Creek Drive: Ridge Estates Lot 26, 3.28 acres, great western views, utilities to lot line  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $80,000
1200 White River Road: Ridge Estates Lot 17, 2.28 acres, utilities to lot line, one mile from Meeker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $70,000
NEW 871 9th Street: 11,280 square foot vacant lot, elevated southern views . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $67,000
SOLD 1363 Robert Street: South facing vacant lot in Sage Hills, utilities to lot line, close to trail system . . . . . . . . . . . . $43,000SOLD 1363 Robert Street:

FREE Coffee & Conversation - 1st Friday of each month @ Streamline Realty Office, 8 a.m.

Streamline-Realty.com
970.878.7700

600 Main Street
Meeker, CO
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Rangely D uplex  for Rent 1 or 2 bedroom 
duplex  - N ewly remodeled & landscaped.  
P lease contact Rodney 9 7 0 - 4 6 2- 6 5 3 8  
or Sandy 9 7 0 - 4 6 2- 6 4 5 9 .

8 5 0 + sq ft apartment (recently 
remodeled).  $ 7 0 0 /month + matching 
deposit.  H eat, cable T V , water, 
sewer & trash included.  Coin 
laundry in building.  N S/N P .  E mail 
info@ meekerapartments. com for 
application, or call/tex t (9 7 0 ) 7 5 6 -
4 8 9 5 !

Co ercial o fice space a ailable in 
H ugus Building, downtown M eeker.  
8 7 8 - 4 13 8 .

ST ORA G E  D E P OT  10 x 25  unit.  8 7 8 -
4 8 0 8 .

A V A I L A BL E  N OW :  Beautiful retail 
space downtown at 6 th and M ain 
in the historic H ugus Building.  Call 
9 7 0 - 8 7 8 - 4 13 8  for details.

Main Street Building 
Office and warehouse spaces 
available.  U tilities included with 
monthly rent.  P lease call 9 7 0 - 6 8 3 -
18 7 5 .  

Moving Auction 
Saturday March 26th 10:00AM 

2094 County Road 326 Silt Colorado (6 miles south of I-70) 
Semi tractor, older motor grader, 20 ish pickups some run some don’ t, tractors, 
tools, pickup parts, bumpers, winches, 6  pack saddles, 5 0 +  nylon ropes, 
horse tack, feed sleds, welders, 3 pt attachments, creaser, 2 sheep camps 
and more.  For more info call Steve Claypoole CP  A uction Service 9 7 0 - 26 0 -
5 5 7 7  www. cpauction. com call us about a sale or you

FOR RE N T  -  H alandras Building.  
I nterior commercial office space.  
@ 4 25  sq  feet.  T wo rooms.  Off street 
parking E lectricity included.  Call 9 7 0 -
6 29 - 9 7 14

A SK  A BOU T  OU R CN C M A CH I N I N G  
Can’ t get a metal part?  W e can make 
all kinds of parts.  W e have CN C 
M achine eq uipment, lathe and tooling 
to do the job.  Contact P hil at Family 
A utomotive and M achine.  
(9 7 0 )8 7 8 - 5 6 0 6 .  

MISCELLANEOUS

RENTALS: RANGELY

REAL ESTATE

STORAGE

RENTALS: MEEKER

W estern Slope I n- H ome Care 
www. westernslopehomecare. com

9 7 0 - 8 7 8 - 7 0 0 8

ELDER CARE SERVICES

SAFEHOUSE
I f you are being abused physically or 
mentally, you can call SA FE H OU SE  

for confidential shelter and help.
878-3999

 A ttention Rio Blanco County V eterans:  
V eterans may be eligible for mileage 
reimbursement for travel costs to receive 
V A  medical care.  I f you do not currently 
receive V A  travel compensation please 
contact the Rio Blanco County V eterans 
Service offices.  Rangely:  J ohn ‘ H oot’  
G ibson, 9 7 0 - 8 7 8 - 9 6 9 5 .  M eeker:  J oe 
Bob D ungan, 9 7 0 - 8 7 8 - 9 6 9 0 .  T ravel 
compensation is made possible through 
the V eterans T rust Fund G rant and 
V FW  P ost 5 8 4 3 .

Rangely V ictim Services:  A n open 
door for the protection and care 
of abused and battered persons.  
N on- emergency call 6 29 - 9 6 9 1.  
E mergencies call 9 11.  P roviding 
assistance for victims of violent 
crimes.

Local buyer seeks properties 
in Meeker for remodeling. 

Jayne and Steve Coley, Real 
Estate with R&R, 970-230-0009

ANNOUNCEMENTS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

 79 Acres, C.R. 7 —  V acant land with great potential!  $141,000

Celebrating 20 Years ~ Same office, Same Location!

780 11th St.
M ove- in ready & spotless!  3 BD , 2 full BA  

home.  L ower family room with pellet stove, 
metal roof and oversiz ed fenced back yard.

$285,000

brooksrealtymeeker.com
(970)878-5858 or (970)756-8772 cell

RANCHES
1001 County Rd. 36, Meeker -  14 5 ±  total 
acres, ranch with 4  BD /3 BA  home, metal 
insulated shop, insulated barn and pipe 
corrals.  M ostly irrigated with water and 
spring rights and creek.  Only 3  miles from 
town.  $1,100,000.

COMMERCIAL
NEW! Maybell Meat Processing, 
60240 Hwy. 40, Maybell –  Full wild 
game processing in one of Colorado’ s 
prime hunting areas.   Fully eq uipped 

building on 6  lots, also has two RV  
hookups and a private well.  $280,000.
Call for more details!

VACANT LAND
135± acres –  V acant land with creek, 
pond, water rights and hay meadows.  
$899,000.
NEW! Vacant Lot on Juniper Rd., 
Sage Hills. N ice 11,4 20  Sq . Ft.  lot with 
great views.  E asy lot to build on.  Sewer 
tap paid for and available.  $54,500.

All advertising is subject to errors, 
omissions or changes without notice.

Western Exposures
Realty, llc

2777 CR 7, Meeker, CO 
westernexposures.com ◆ 970.878.5877

ONEA MILLER ~ Broker 
oneamiller@gmail.com ◆ 970.321.2777

SAMANTHA LOPEZ ~ Realtor
samlopez.we@hotmail.com ◆ 970.440.0411

  

HELP WANTED

ADA/EOE
Subject to change at any time!
For details and an application, 

please visit our website at 
meeker.k12.co.us/domain/10

or Meeker School District 
Administration at 555 Garfield 

St., Meeker, CO

970-878-9040

Employment Opportunities

MEEKER
SCHOOL
DISTRICT 
RE-1

Meeker Elementary School
· Classroom Teacher
  open until filled

Barone Middle School
· Math & Science Teacher
   open until filled
· Principal Application deadline 
April 4th at 4:00 p.m. MST

Meeker High School
· Head Football Coach
   Application deadline March    
  24th at 4 p.m. MST
· Science Teacher open until filled

  

PIONEERS MEDICAL
CENTER

With the growth of Pioneers Medical 
Center and Colorado Advanced Othopedics 
Sports Medicine & Spine, we are excited to 
�ll several positions. To see the full list of 

open positions, visit our website or scan the 
code below.

Complete an application online by 
scanning the code or by navigating 

to pioneershospital.org

EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES

P lease visit www. rbc. us or Rio 
Blanco County H R at 5 5 5  M ain 

Street, M eeker, CO.  9 7 0 - 8 7 8 - 9 5 7 0
A D A /E OE

AUTO BODY TECHNICIAN
▸ E x perienced A uto Body T echni-
cian needed for a busy body shop
▸ G enerous pay plan
▸ Excellent benefits package includ -
ing 401k and year-end bonus
▸ M ust have 2 years of body shop 
ex perience

Contact Bill G uess
970-824-2100

1776 W Victory Way, Craig, CO

T he M eeker Cemetery D istrict is seeking 
seasonal non-benefited laborers o can 
work outdoors 3 2- 4 0  hours per week,  A pril 
4 th –  September 3 0 th.   D uties include but 
are not limited to:   perform manual labor, 
maintenance and repair of sprinkler hoses 
and systems, ground maintenance and 
mowing.   M ust be able to lift, pull, and carry 
5 0  lbs.   E x perience in small landscaping 
machines and eq uipment considered a plus.   
Rate of pay will be determined at D OE , 
and P E RA  will be paid for the season.   Y ou 
can pick up an application at the M eeker 
Cemetery, 26 5  County Road 4 , between 
the hours of 8 - noon M onday- Friday.   
A pplications will be accepted through A pril1, 
20 22.

GCC Energy – King II 
Underground Coal Mine 
in Hesperus, Colorado is 

recruiting for:
CO Fireboss, Production 

Foreman and MSHA Certified 
Underground Electrician(s)

High quality coal in strong demand, long 
term reserves, excellent working conditions, 
great opportunity for advancement. Our coal 
is used in the manufacturing process for 
cement and not tied to steam coal electricity 
generation making for a more secure 
future. Full Benefits. Highly competitive pay 
($39.50 – 50/hr depending on position.) For 
interview consideration or questions please 
contact and/or email resume.
Matt Watson
970-385-4528 Ext. 6518
Fax: 866-718-7172
Email: mwatson@gcc.com

T he W hite River & D ouglas Creek 
Conservation D istricts are seeking a self-
motivated, results oriented individual for the 
O fice anager partti e position located in 
M eeker, CO.   
Submit resume and cover letter by 5 : 0 0  p. m.  
A pril 4 , 20 22.  See job announcement and 
description at www.whiterivercd.com for 
more information.

K evin A mack I nsurance A gency 
employment opening for 

Customer Sales and Service 
representative in eeker o fice  

T his is a career- type training 
opportunity.  W ork in a professional 
o fice setting it  prospects and 

current customers to service 
and sell State Farm insurance 
and financial ser ice products  
REQUIRES: A bility to study for 
and pass State licensing tests.  

Strong people skills.  G reat 
communication skills.  G ood 

listening skills.  L ow drama.  Be 
motivated by sales bonuses.  

D ependable.  Optimistic.  Computer 
skills.  P otential to work here for 

several years as it takes at least a 
year to learn this position.  H ave to 
like helping people and be willing 
to go the ex tra mile to take care of 
our customers.  Business casual 
dress code.  P ay range $ 15  –  20  
per hour plus commissions and 
bonuses when licensed.   P aid 

time off and 3 % retirement match.   
A pply at 6 28  M ain St.   

AUCTION

AUCTION

A U CT I ON :  A nnual Spring 
Consignment A uction Saturday, A pril 
9 th at 9  a. m.  23 6 8  S.  15 0 0  E .  (H wy.  
4 0 ) in V ernal U tah.  E q uipment of all 
kinds, many vehicles, semi' s, trailers, 
campers, boats, A T V ' s, snowmobiles, 
pipe, generators, air compressors, 
tools, snow blower, guns, ammo, 
saddles, tack, yard and garden items, 
lawn mowers, household furniture, 
antiq ues and collectibles, and much 
more!  For more information or to 
consign to this auction, please call 
Z J  A uction Service I nc.  at 4 3 5 - 8 28 -
7 4 24 .

H eavy E q uipment Operator and 
skilled laborers needed for an 
oilfield pro ect in t e eeker 
area    Oilfield experience 
req uired.   P lease call D arrell 
A rchibeq ue at 9 7 0 - 4 4 2- 0 19 9 .  

EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES
Seasonal Park Laborers (2)
- $13.82-$20.78 per hour
- Seasons: April 1-August 
31, May 1-September 30

Lifeguards
- $12.56-$15.60 per hour
- Incentive $0.50 raise 
for performance after 
3 months after meeting 
requirements.

Specialty Instructors
- $15.97-$26.88 per hour
- Will mentor

For details and an application, 
go to ERBMrec.com or 101 Ute 
Road, Meeker. 970-878-7417. 

EOE

For advertising rates, email ads@ht1885.com

or call 970-878-4017

Colorado Statewide 

Network
To place a 25-word COSCAN Network ad in 91 Colorado 

newspapers for only $300, contact your local newspaper or  a l 
Colorado Press Association Network at l l
        V

        T  for . mo for  
months ith H  ackage.  atch 
your fa orite li e sports  ne s & 
entertainment any here.  irst  months 
of H  a  inema  Sho time  Star  
and pi  ncluded  irect  is  in 

ustomer Satisfaction J  o er & 
Assoc.  Some estrictions apply. 

Call a l 1-888-7 5- 897

 

reat e  ffer from AT&T 
ireless  Ask ho  to get the ne  

i hone  mini for as lo  as  
ith trade in. 

hile supplies last  

Call: 1-877-384-5339

               V      

reen oads ain elief ream.  reat 
for ackaches  arthritis  muscle aches & 
more.  et pain relief e actly here you 
need it most.  Use code A  to get three 

 ifts  
Visit: http://greencbdtoday.com/colorado           

Use Happy Jack® mange to treat horse 
mane dandruff & lice. 
              At Tractor Supply® 
              . leabeacon.com

HELP 
WANTED
@ Ol’ Crows Beer 

& Beverage.

Call Joe, 
970-220-2029

SUBMISSION DEADLINES:
Editorial: (Stories, photos, letters, etc.)
Mondays, 5 P.M. editor@ht1885.com

Display Advertising:
Mondays, 5 P.M. ads@ht1885.com
Classified/Legal Advertising:
Tuesdays, NOONads@ht1885.com
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