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NEW MOO ...

KARI BRENNAN COURTESY PHOTO
It's one of the busiest times of year for local ranchers, with new life is making its way into the world at the 
Brennan ranch in the Piceance Basin (above) and all around Rio Blanco County.

By LUCAS TURNER
lucas@ht1885.com

RANGELY I Town of 
Rangely trustees approved the 
Town’s Drought Emergency 
Response Plan during their reg-
ular meeting Tuesday. The plan 
outlines four stages of emergen-
cy response 

n Stage 1: Minor Shortage 
Potential - Voluntary Restrictions 
on Water Use

n Stage 2: Moderate 
Shortage Potential - Mandatory 
Limited Restrictions on Water 
Use

n Stage 3: Severe Shortage 
- Mandatory Restrictions on 
Water Use

n Stage 4: Curtailment of 
Nonessential Water Use

The plan lists parameters 
for determining how severe a 
water shortage is, ranging from 
demands starting to fall below 
supply limits at the less-severe 
level, to stream usage being 
unable to sustain demand at 
the very severe level. Voluntary 
restrictions on water use would 
include encouraging residents 
conserve water in various ways 
like refraining from washing 
streets, parking lots and side-
walks, or watering lawns less 
frequently. Mandatory restric-
tions during more severe drought 
conditions include instituting 
Tier pricing based on month-
ly water usage for residential 
properties, restrictions on vehi-
cle and equipment washing and 
others. 

The response plan also spec-
ifies that residents and visitors 
will be notified via Reverse 
911 and other methods in the 
event that water restrictions are 
implemented. You can read more 
details in the plan at https://
tinyurl.com/rgdroughtresponse

Trustees received an update 
from Town Water Manager Don 
Reed, who among other items 
said the town should be “more 
forceful” in assisting with the 
Rio Blanco County water con-

servancy district with the Wolf 
Creek Reservoir. Reed also dis-
cussed a CR2 water line proj-
ect, which would bring potable 
water to 56 users. When discuss-
ing the town’s drought response 
plan, he emphasized the need 
for defining fines and enforce-
ment measures during times of 
critical curtailment. If the Town 
ever reaches “stage 4” it could 
require water to be shipped into 
town for essential uses.

Town manager Lisa Piering 
talked about a meeting with 
Western Slope Oil and Gas 
Association to discuss needed 
improvements to the community 
garden and efforts to get 4-H and 
high school students involved.

Rangely Police Chief Ti 
Hamblin spoke to the board about 
the department's K9 program. 
Hamblin said a private donor 
recently pledged up to $10,000 
to help fund a K9 replacement, 
including some costs for training 
and equipment. The total price 
tag will be closer to $15,00 but 
Hamblin said he would be able 
to cover the rest with his exist-
ing operational budget.

Rangely approves 
four-stage drought 
response plan

By LUCAS TURNER
lucas@ht1885.com

RBC I Rio Blanco County has a new employee in a brand new 
position heading into spring. 

Edward (Eddie) Smercina has been on the job for about one month 
with the newly created title of “Emergency and Natural Resources 
Manager,” a combination of two formerly distinct jobs within the 
county. 

Though his title may be new, Smercina said the combination of 
roles makes sense in a county like Rio Blanco. “It definitely ties in a 
lot, especially when you're talking about wildfire and oil and gas, and 
a lot of hazard mitigation.”

Smercina grew up in Craig, and recently graduated from Chadron 
State University earning a bachelor’s degree in rangeland management 
with an emphasis in wildlife. He also spent two summers doing recla-
mation work with the Twenty Mile Mine’s environmental engineering 
department. "The first summer I did an internship, my second summer 
I went back just because I enjoyed it," said Smercina, adding that he 
specifically enjoyed and learned a lot about land management during 
that time. 

He believes that background was a big reason why the county hired 
him, since he admits he doesn’t have as much experience in emergen-
cy management. Luckily however, he works under Commissioner Ty 
Gates, the former emergency manager. 

Smercina says in addition to providing specialized training, the 
commissioners have all been helpful in getting him up to speed on his 
various job responsibilities. One month in, and he’s figuring out his 
own time-management system for handling the new position effec-
tively.

“One third I use for emergency management, one third I use for 
natural resources, and one third I use for oil and gas,” he said, describ-
ing a sort of balancing act. 

Smercina noted that much of his time goes to working directly with 
the oil and gas industry, due in part to pressure on operators created 
by changes to federal and state laws. “Oil and gas is changing, it's not 
going away in the county, but it's definitely changing a lot. Especially 
with a lot of the federal government changes that they're doing to 
NEPA and everything like that right now,” he said.

State pressure also plays a role, according to Smercina. He noted 
the large number of orphaned wells the state has identified in RBC, 
fortunately he’s also ready for that type of work. “That was more my 
wheelhouse stepping into this position, the reclamation side of things,” 
he said.

One aspect he did not expect was how political the job could be. 
“My second week on the job, [Commissioner] Gary Moyer and I tes-
tified on two wolf bills down at the capitol,” said Smercina, adding 
“that was a really good eye-opener for me to understand the role of 
politics in our lives.”

With a job that involves balancing the interests and goals of a 
myriad of government agencies, industry players and residents of two 
different communities, Smercina takes a simple and honest approach. 
“A lot of it is just being seen, cause if you're not being seen, you're not 
being heard, and that's kind of what I've come to figure out.”

When it comes down to it, Eddie Smercina says his ultimate pri-
ority is representing the county and the will of the people living in it. 
“With everything I do I speak for the county, and the people of the 
county. I just wanna make sure that the livelihood of this area is pro-
tected and it's not gonna be infringed upon by other governing bodies, 
or other areas around the state.”

RBC hires emergency and natural resources manager

LUCAS TURNER PHOTO
Eddie Smercina is the county's new emergency and natural 
resources manager.

TOWN OF RANGELY 
DROUGHT EMERGENCY 

RESPONSE PLAN
Stage 1: Minor 
Shortage Potential
Voluntary Restrictions on 
Water Use
Stage 2: Moderate 
Shortage Potential
Mandatory Limited 
Restrictions on Water Use
Stage 3: Severe 
Shortage
Mandatory Restrictions on 
Water Use
Stage 4: Curtailment 
of Nonessential Water 
Use

http://www.ht1885.com
http://www.wrenergy.com
mailto:lucas%40ht1885.com?subject=
https://tinyurl.com/rgdroughtresponse
https://tinyurl.com/rgdroughtresponse
mailto:lucas%40ht1885.com?subject=


RIO BLANCO HERALD TIMES
Thursday, March 25, 20212A u NEWS

Spring Project 
Auction & BBQ 

Fundraiser

Saturday, April 3
4:00 to 7:00 p.m.

***
Meeker High School Ag Lot & Shop

(east side of high school)
550 School Street, Meeker

***
Hamburgers and hot dogs 

with chips and a drink ~ $8

Brought to you by the 
Meeker FFA Chapter

*SILENT AUCTION*
4:00 to 6:30 p.m. 

Bid on student projects and 
community donations; final 

bids at 6:30 and winners 
announced at 6:30

*DESSERT DASH*
5:00 to 6:00 p.m.

Pool your money together as a 
table; the table with the most 
money gets first pick on their 

dessert!

Proceeds help support
Future Farmers of America!

EAT

BID

WIN!

By LUCAS TURNER
lucas@ht1885.com

RBC I   Commissioners met 
Tuesday, March. 23 for work ses-
sions and a regular meeting to 
discuss various county business.
CONSTITUTIONAL 
COUNTY SANCTUARY

Rio Blanco County 
Commissioners discussed a pro-
posed “constitutional sanctuary 
county” resolution drafted by 
Rangely residents Elaine Urie, 
Dan Eddy and Susan Berardi. 
Interim County Attorney Todd 
Starr commended the “principle” 
of the resolution, but expressed 
doubts over “implementation.” 

"As your lawyer I don't know 
what a constitutional county 
sanctuary is," commented Starr. 
He further explained “In para-
graph two they talk about 'no 
county funds will be used to 
restrict the constitutional rights 
[etc] of RBC residents,' how can 
you argue with that? Except, we 
do do that, because we arrest peo-
ple from time to time for DUI, or 
we arrest people for committing a 
crime. And that's not what they're 
intending to address here, but it 
does."

Starr also asked, “who's gonna 
decide the order [is] unconsti-
tutional?” Emphasizing that the 
resolution’s language may leave 
too much room for interpretation.

Commissioner Gary Moyer 
wondered if changes to the res-
olution could mitigate potential 
implementation issues down the 
road, to which Starr replied “I 
don't know how you would do 
that without a lot of considerable 
effort.” Starr later added that it 
would be easier for the county 
to adopt it if they could “reduce 
it considerably and make it a 
statement of policy,” as a way of 
showing RBC’s recognition of 
individual rights. “It's Western 
Colorado, we honor property 
rights and we honor individual 
liberties,” he said.

Rangely resident Susan 
Berardi, who teaches English at 
CNCC, helped draft the reso-

lution, attended the work ses-
sion Tuesday and shared further 
information with the board. “You 
raise a good point about interpre-
tation,” said Berardi. She con-
tinued, “We didn't feel it was a 
matter that would stop it from 
being adopted because we felt 
most anything that arises has to 
be interpreted.”

Berardi also said she and 
other residents felt the resolution 
was necessary due to “a variety 
of situations happening around 
the country that are really border-
line, in terms of are they actually 
adhering to the constitution.”

Commissioner Moyer said “I 
certainly agree with this in prin-
ciple. I think we do have to do 
it with our eyes open,” adding 
that the county needed to stay 
out of a potential “quagmire” in 
the event that someone sued the 
county or other entity after feel-
ing their constitutional rights had 
been violated, like in the example 
of a DUI arrest.

Commissioner Rector said 
“We all agree that the principle 
of this thing is incredible, but 
the implementation of it, and if 
it gets abused...things get abused 
today."

Starr also encouraged the 
board to consider if the Town of 
Meeker would adopt such a reso-
lution. “It is a relevant consider-
ation for you as representatives of 
the entire county,” he said.

RBC board members encour-
aged Berardi to share the reso-
lution with the Town of Meeker 
to which Berardi agreed. Starr 
then said another work session 
involving all stakeholders could 
give everyone an opportunity to 
be heard before the board makes 
a final decision. 
XTO/CPW LAND 
EXCHANGE

Colorado Parks and Wildlife 
area wildlife manager Bill deV-
ergie asked the board to sign a 
letter supporting a land exchange 
between CPW and XTO energy. 
deVergie said CPW owns prop-
erty that has no public access 
because it is surrounded by pri-

vate XTO land. According to deV-
ergie, the orientation of property 
boundaries also impacts XTO. “If 
they wanna do something on their 
surface they can’t without having 
to consult with us.” 

To solve these problems, 
deVergie said both parties had 
worked out an “equitable swap” 
of 960 acres, allowing CPW to 
open up hundreds of acres to 
public access, and allowing XTO 
to use their own property with-
out consulting CPW. The board 
approved a letter authorizing the 
land swap during their regular 
meeting.
CRYSTAL CREEK 
RANCH

deVergie also asked the board 
to reconsider their stance on 
the proposed sale of the Crystal 
Creek Ranch to CPW. He said 
the landowners had expressed 
frustration regarding the board’s 
recent decision to sign a letter of 
opposition. “They’re questioning 
why they are getting infringed 
upon in their private property 
rights to determine who they sell 
their property to,” said deVer-
gie, adding, “They’ve offered, if 
you’d like, to come in and have a 
discussion.” He said the commis-
sioner’s letter had already neg-
atively impacted the sale of the 
property, and asked them to con-
sider adopting a neutral position, 
rather than direct opposition. “It’s 
an important thing in their life,” 
said deVergie, “this is their future 
as a family, they just don’t get it.”

Commissioner Moyer 
responded, “It’s the public funds 
used to purchase it that my con-
stituents that I’ve heard from 
have a lot of issues with.”

“I think we oughta discuss 
that,” said Rector. “I never looked 
at it in that light.” 

Commissioner Gates agreed 
the board should revisit the issue 
with all entities and stakeholders 
involved. 

“My opinions and concerns 
haven’t changed,” said Moyer, 
“We've got policy countywide, 
even though it's targeted at 
NEPA; no net gain of federal 

lands, to me the same principle 
applies.” Moyer noted that more 
government-controlled land lim-
its “future economic potential.”

deVergie said, “If we don’t do 
the best we can to maintain the 
hunters and sportsmen that are 
coming, it’s just like losing the 
energy companies. It’s death by a 
thousand cuts.”

The board will discuss the 
matter again during a work ses-
sion on April 13, 2021.
REGULAR MEETING

Regular business items 
approved by the board included:

n a liquor license for Ripple 
Creek Lodge

n an amendment to the per-
sonnel policy handbook, granting 
special “public health emergency 
leave” to all employees. 

n appointment of Meeker 
resident Jeffrey Prystupa to the 
board of health for a term expir-
ing January 2022.

n advertisement for public 
health nurse in Rangely to refill 
the position

n approval of a decision 
letter to Colorado Department 
of Wildlife regarding the XTO-
CPW land exchange

Commissioners also 
approved/signed various let-
ters, including one in sup-
port of keeping the Bureau of 
Land Management office in the 
west. They also signed a letter 
to Colorado state Senator Bob 
Rankin and Representative Perry 
Will, opposing Colorado Senate 
Bill 21-062. RBC Sheriff Anthony 
Mazzola explained that due to 
COVID-19, law enforcement 
agencies around the state made 
changes to reduce the jail popula-
tion, including issuing court sum-
mons to people who committed 
certain minor crimes instead of 
putting them in jail. According to 
Mazzola, the policies were very 
effective at reducing the jail pop-
ulation, but caused “unforeseen 
issues” including an increase in 
property crime statewide. SB 
21-062 would make some of the 
COVID related changes perma-
nent, which Mazzola and other 
local law enforcement agencies 
oppose. He argued the bill would 
limit law enforcement officers’ 
ability to use their own discretion 
about who should be detained 
in jail.

COUNTY      BEAT

By NIKI TURNER
editor@ht1885.com

RBC I A bill under con-
sideration in the Colorado Senate 
— and up for its third reading 
today, March 25, in the Agriculture 
and Natural Resources committee 
— would limit big game hunting 
licenses issued to nonresidents to 
no more than 25% of licenses sold.

SB21-150, titled “Reserve 
Big Game Hunting Licenses for 
Residents” was introduced March 
1 by sponsors Sen. Rob Woodward 
(R-Dist. 15), Sen. Leroy Garcia 
(D-Dist. 3) and Sen. Dennis Hisey 
(R-Dist. 2).

None of the sponsoring sena-
tors were available for comment 
before press time Wednesday.

According to information pro-
vided by the Colorado Outfitters’ 
Association, 12 residents would 
need to buy licenses to make up 
for one non-resident elk license, 
or resident fees will need to be 
increased to make up for the short-
fall in revenue to CPW. There 
were 11,000 leftover elk licenses 
last year. 

The bill, if passed, could have 
a detrimental impact on the hunt-

ing economy of the western slope, 
where most landowner leases 
and vouchers are sold to nonres-
idents, and nonresidents provide 
the majority of income for outfit-
ters, as well as bringing significant 
outside revenue into the region’s 
small businesses.

Email addresses and Capitol 
phone numbers for the members of 
the Senate Agriculture and Natural 
Resources committee are listed 
below along with the bill sponsors: 

Senate Agricultural and 
Natural Resources committee:
senatorsonnenberg@gmail.com 
(303-866-6360)
rhonda.fields.senate@state.co.us 
(303-866-4879)
don.coram.senate@state.co.us 
(303-866-4884)
jessie.danielson.senate@state.
co.us (303-866-4856)
kerry.donovan.senate@state.co.us 
(303-866-4871) - Chair of Senate 
Ag Committee 

Bill sponsors:
rob.woodward.senate@state.co.us 
(303-866-4853)
leroy.garcia.senate@state.co.us 
(303-866-4878)
dennis.hisey.senate@state.co.us 
(303-866-4877)

Senate bill would reduce available 
nonresident big game hunting 

licenses from 35% to 25% of total

Legislation looks to 
limit hunting licenses 
for non-residents

By HT Staff

MEEKER I Pro golfer 
Greg Norman said his official 
goodbye to Seven Lakes Ranch 
via Instagram post on Monday, 
Mar. 22. Norman purchased the 
11,900 acre property in 2004 for 
$9.5 million and relisted it last 

year with real estate company 
Hall and Hall for $40 million. 

According to reports, 
Norman plans to return to his 
home state of Queensland, 
Australia. 

There's no official word 
yet on who the valley's newest 
ultrarich neighbor will be.

Seven Lakes Ranch property to 
change hands for $40 million
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WRCD planning advisory meeting Mar. 25
MEEKER | The White River Conservation District’s Planning 

Advisory Committee (PAC) will be meeting on Thursday, March 25 
at 6 p.m. in Meeker at the Rio Blanco Fire Protection District Building 
(240 7th St.). A virtual link will be provided upon request. Please email 
whiterivercd@gmail.com to request a link for the virtual meeting. 
The PAC will hear updates from the diversion structure and riparian 
assessment teams and updates on grant funding and the new coor-
dinator position.

Adults 60+ invited to provide input
RBC | The Aging Services Coalition of Northwest Colorado is 

seeking input from adults 60 and over, and their caregivers, through a 
survey. The coalition, consisting of organizations serving older adults 
and individual community members, was created in 2020 to imple-
ment strategies to resolve gaps in and barriers to services needed to 
allow older adults to live safely and with dignity in our communities.  
Covering Grand, Jackson, Moffat, Rio Blanco and Routt counties, the 
survey focuses on four areas: transportation, communication, social 
engagement and housing. Responses will inform local leaders on the 
desires and needs of older adults in our communities. Respondents 
have the opportunity to win one of several $25 Visa gift cards by com-
pleting the survey before the Mar. 31 deadline. The survey is avail-
able in English and Spanish at northwestcoloradohealth.org/survey. 
For more information, contact Leigh Hull, Aging Services Coordinator, 
at lhull@northwestcoloradohealth.org.

Arbor Day poster contest for 5th graders
RBC | Fifth-graders can submit entries to the 2021 Colorado Arbor 

Day poster contest through March 31. This year’s contest theme is 
“Celebrate Trees in our Community.” Students are asked to create a 
poster that reflects their understanding of the important role trees play 
in our communities and how trees can be celebrated. For submission 
requirements, please visit http://coloradotrees.org/programs/?#poste

Fairfield grant apps due Apr. 1
MEEKER | The deadline for the semi-annual Freeman E. Fairfield 

grant applications will be 5 p.m. Thursday, April 1, 2021. Applications 
may be mailed to P.O. Box 2302, Meeker, Colorado,  81641 or deliv-
ered to Diane Dunham, 438 E. Market  Applications must be received 
— not postmarked — by April 1, 2021. Application forms now avail-
able via email. Request through email to blldunham18@gmail.com.

Wagon Wheel OHV meeting April 7
MEEKER | The next meeting of the Wagon Wheel OHV Club 

will be April 7 at Kilowatt Korner at 7 p.m. (COVID-19 precautions 
observed). Officer and board elections will be held at the April meet-
ing.

Calling all small business owners!
MEEKER | Please join us Tuesday, April 13 for the first-ever 

Virtual Small Business Day at the Main Street Now Conference. With 
content designed uniquely for small business owners and their sup-
porters with guidance and actionable insight to help entrepreneurs 
move forward in our continuously changing commerce landscape. 
Since Meeker is a Main Street community we can register up to five 
businesses FOR FREE! Ask us for the code. Otherwise, registration 
is only $25. Call 970-878-5510 for more details.

R100 returning to Meeker this June
MEEKER | The Meeker Sportsman's Club is proud to be hosting 

the R100 again in 2021. Promote your business and be seen at the 
event by over 500 participants. The R100 will be held June 25-27 this 
year. We are expecting 500-plus participants. We would like to offer 
you this opportunity to be a part of this event. All sponsorship forms 
are due by May 10. If you have any questions, please contact: Cassie 
McGuire at 970-665-8822.

NEWS BRIEFS

WATT’S RANCH MARKET
970.878.5868 n  271 E. MARKET  n  MEEKER, COLORADO

Open seven days a week n 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday through Saturday n  8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday
Prices effective Mar. 25 through Mar. 31 , 2021

FROZENFROZEN
10 ct. Eggo

WAFFLES ..................................2 for   $5
130 ct. Totinos

PIZZA ROLLS ..........................
$799

56 oz. Red Button

ICE CREAM ...............................
$399

DAIRYDAIRY
16 oz. Land O Lakes Sweet Cream

BUTTER ...............................................
$299

5.3 oz. Oikos

YOGURT ...........................................99¢
4 pk. Jello Pudding or 

GELATIN SNACKS ............
$219

MEATMEAT
Beef Sirloin

TIP ROAST ......................................
$349 

Beef New York

STRIP STEAK ...................................  $899
Bar-S Bun Length or

JUMBO FRANKS .........................  $119

PRODUCEPRODUCE
Red Cluster

TOMATOES ..................................
$129

Jalapeno

PEPPERS .............................89¢/lb.
Bunch

GREEN ONIONS ..............2 for   $1
Roma

TOMATOES ......................99¢/lb.
Ripe

MANGOS ..........................2 for    88¢
Choice

NAVEL ORANGES ..89¢/lb.
Fresh Whole

PINEAPPLES ...............89¢/lb.
Loose Russet

BAKER POTATOES .39¢/lb.

GROCERYGROCERY
15-16 oz. Hunt's

MANWICH SAUCE ..............99¢
18-19 oz. Progresso

SOUP .................................................2 for   $3
15 oz. Dennison

CHILI WITH BEANS ............
$149

15 oz. Wolf Homestyle Chili or 

CHILI WITH BEANS .........
$149

24 oz. Pace

PICANTE SAUCE .....................
$249

24 fl. oz Food Club

EVAPORATED MILK ...99¢
12 pk. La Croix

SPARKLING WATER.............
$399

10 pk. Perrier

SPARKLING WATER ........
$499

5 oz. Starkist in Oil or Water

TUNA ...................................................89¢
4 pk. Snack Pack Gelatin or 

PUDDING ........................................99¢
24.5-37.2 oz. Yuban or Maxwell House

COFFEE ............................................
$799

60-144 ct. Kleenex

FACIAL TISSUES ......2 for   $5
24-48 ct. Simply Done Designer 
10 INCH OR 6.8125 INCH
PAPER PLATES.............2 for   $5

/lb. 

/lb. 

10 LB. Food Club

Flour
$399 

52 oz. Food Club

Orange Juice

2 for $5
8oz. Food Club

Cream Cheese
$159  

FreshFresh
BroccoliBroccoli

99¢99¢/lb./lb.

/lb. 

The CSU Rio Blanco County Extension Office held a 
fruit tree pruning workshop on Saturday, March 20 
at the home of Connie Hughes. Don’t think you can 
grow fruit trees in Meeker? The trees at Connie’s 
prove that you can. She has 14 fruit trees includ-
ing plum, cherry, pear and a couple of varieties of 
apples that are thriving even though they were due 
for some pruning.

Susan Carter, Area Extension Agent and Horticulture 
Agent and her husband, who also has a degree in 
horticulture, traveled from Grand Junction to Meeker 
to demonstrate the when, how and why of fruit tree 
pruning. Attendees learned how to select branches 
to prune, the proper angle to cut and what benefits 
to expect when the tree produces fruit this summer. 
For example, thinning branches that cross each 
other through the center of the tree helps to open up 
the tree canopy to sunlight. Sunlight and photosyn-
thesis are the driving forces behind fruit production. 
Thinning and pruning will also result in larger, easier 
to reach and better fruit.

Watch for similar workshops in the future. For more 
information or to suggest topics of interest, contact 
Linda Masters at the RBC Extension office 970-878-
9494.

COURTESY PHOTO

TREE PRUNING WORKSHOP  ...

Whatever you’re going 
through, crisis counselors and 

professionally trained peer 
specialists are available to help. 

Call Colorado Crisis Service’s hotline at

 1-844-493-TALK(8255)
There is no wrong reason to reach out.

mailto:whiterivercd%40gmail.com?subject=
http://northwestcoloradohealth.org/survey
mailto:lhull%40northwestcoloradohealth.org?subject=
mailto:blldunham18%40gmail.com?subject=
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By DOLLY VISCARDI
Special to the Herald Times

MEEKER I While living 
in Meeker away from the 
crowds appeals to most long- 
term residents for a wide variety 
of reasons, one of the most 
frequently cited is safety. The 
events of this past year have 
threatened that sense of security. 
While on the surface, the 
rancorous disagreements between 
the County Commissioners and 
some of their former employees 
has cracked a wide-open wedge 

between residents. 
Now the rift is 
widening. 

Interviewing new 
county residents over 
the years, I often asked 
about the appeal of 
living somewhere they 
feel safe.  While most 
cited the low crime 
rate, some cited their 
appreciation for the 
neighborliness shown 
in many different 
ways. The long year behind us 
has taken a toll on some of that 

feeling of security. 
It is the state-

mandated shutdown 
of the community 
businesses, as well the 
social distancing and 
resulting isolation for 
most county residents 
that fuels the vitriol 
that continues to cause 
fireworks for most 
discussion about the 
issues that we all face. 
Some governmental 

officials appear to have chosen 
sides and the rudeness displayed 

in many public settings, as 
well as on social media, is 
only increasing. The worsening 
paranoia funnels into the air 
and leaves us with a toxic local 
atmosphere. We continue to be 
warned about not keeping our 
masks on and allowing more 
people into our businesses or 
public gatherings.

The hardest thing for me is 
seeing the effect the divisiveness 
has on children. So many adults 

4A u OPINION

RIO BLANCO
HERALD TIMES

304 4th Street 
P.O. Box 720

Meeker, CO 81641

— PUBLISHER —
Solas Publications, Inc.
— ADS & DESIGN  —

Caitlin Walker
ads@ht1885.com

— SUBSCRIPTIONS  —
accounts@ht1885.com

— EDITORIAL —
 Niki Turner ~ Editor
editor@ht1885.com

Lucas Turner ~ Journalist
lucas@ht1885.com

 

U.S. Postal Service #338-020. 
Periodicals class postage 

is paid at Meeker, Colorado 
81641. Postmaster: send 

change of addresses to P.O. 
Box 720, Meeker, CO 

81641-0720

970-878-4017
© 2020 Solas Publications, 

Inc. All rights reserved.

www.ht1885.com Your award-winning community newspaper, serving the citizens of Rio Blanco County since 1885.

By NIKI TURNER
editor@ht1885.com

Our founding fathers 
established three branch-
es of government: execu-

tive, legislative and judicial. 
In a simplistic explanation, 

the legislative branch — the rep-
resentatives elected by the peo-
ple — determine laws that need 
to be made for the best and high-
est good of their constituents. 
The executive branch then has 
the power to uphold (or veto) 

those laws, 
and the judi-
cial branch 
determines if 
laws passed 
are in compli-
ance with the 
Constitution 
of the U.S. 
The judicial 
branch is 
charged with the task of inter-
preting the law and determining 
if those laws comply with the 
intent of the Constitution.

When laws are put in place 
that defy the rights we’re guar-
anteed as citizens of the United 
States, we have the right as 
citizens to take our govern-
ments to court and ask judges 
to decide if those laws violate 
our Constitutional rights. That’s 
the Grand Experiment we’ve 
inherited, and which has worked 
for more than two centuries. 
Our Constitution — by design 
— is a fluid and flexible legal 
document, designed to evolve 
and adapt to the needs of an 

ever-growing and changing con-
stituency. 

Let’s use the system as it was 
designed, for our benefit. 

Change comes from with-
in, not without. It comes from 
increased understanding and a 
change of perspective. If we 
want to influence our neighbors 
just to the east, we need to intro-
duce them to our culture and 
customs, and we need to be open 
to theirs. 

Just a thought. 

Three branches of government

EDITOR’S COLUMN

LOOSE ENDS

Dolly 
Viscardi

By KAYE SULLIVAN
Special to the Herald Times

MEEKER I When friends 
would tell me about their 
physical therapy, I used to think 
it was like 
going to a 
spa with 
m a s s a g e s 
and warm 
compresses 
to soothe 
you. Now 
that I have 
my own 
s e s s i o n s , 
I ’ v e 
learned it’s 
more like 
boot camp 
with workouts and cold packs.

However, I’ve become a great 
advocate of physical therapy 
as assistance to recover from 
injuries, cope with aging body 
parts, receive post-op care, and 
make our bodies stronger. It’s a 
medical intervention when the 
answer is not drugs or surgery.

To me, physical therapists 
are angels of mercy who can 
target a specific exercise to a 
specific body part or ache. These 
specialists help us discover a 
healthy way to reclaim declining 
or painful health conditions. 

The therapists are cheerleader 
extraordinaire. “Keep going!” 
“You can do 5 more.” “Let’s get 
you on this stationary bike to 
warm up.” Heck, I haven’t been 

on any bike for many years, 
much less to start an hour of 
PT. But, with my therapist’s 
encouragement I manage not to 
fall off the bike.

Their gym includes many 
devices to help patients move, 
stretch, reach, squat, etc. 
including stairs, mats, walking 
areas with support rails, bikes, 
and more.  While under care, 
patients can use the Pioneers PT 
equipment any time.

Physical therapists also show 
patients how to accomplish 
home care such as how do I ice 
my hips? It’s another torture but 
with ice packs, a long towel to 
“strap” them to the body, and 
courage to endure the cold it 
does help relieve discomfort.

Think of physical therapy as 
getting your own personal coach 
who helps you understand what 
is wrong, how your body parts 
relate, and why specific exercises 
can help. Home treatment plans 
are determined then it’s up to 
you to put in the hard work.

To practice as a physical 
therapist in the U.S., you must 
earn a physical therapy degree 
from an accredited physical 
therapist education program and 
pass a state licensure exam.

Advanced education is 
also available via residency 
or fellowship programs. For 
example, one of my relatives is 
an occupational specialist in hand 

Physical therapy 
to the rescue

KAYE'S CORNER

Kaye 
Sullivan

Safety and security

KEEP IT 
CONTROLLED.

YOU CAN BE HELD FINANCIALLY AND CRIMINALLY RESPONSIBLE FOR DAMAGES TOYOU CAN BE HELD FINANCIALLY AND CRIMINALLY RESPONSIBLE FOR DAMAGES TO
PUBLIC OR PRIVATE PROPERTY RESULTING FROM AN OUT-OF-CONROL BURN.PUBLIC OR PRIVATE PROPERTY RESULTING FROM AN OUT-OF-CONROL BURN.

Check your location. Controlled burns 
are allowed in Rio Blanco County and 
the Town of Rangely but not within 
Meeker city limits.

Check the forecast. If high winds are 
predicted, reschedule your burn.

The Sheriff’s offi ce does not give 
permission to burn or not burn, but 
we ask that you contact the Rio 
Blanco County Sheriff’s Offi ce at 
970-878-9600 and give dispatch your 
name, the location of your controlled 
burn and a callback number. We will 
advise you of any restrictions in place, 
including Red Flag warnings or fi re 
bans, at that time.

Supervise your controlled burn 
at all times. Leaving a burn 
unattended is illegal.

PLANNING A CONTROLLED BURN? 
PROTECT YOURSELF AND 
OTHERS WITH THESE 
SIMPLE STEPS:

u See LOOSE ENDS, Page 6A u See KAYE'S CORNER, Page 6A

(970) 241-2871 • hrwco.org  

524 30 Road, Suite 3, Grand Junction, CO 81504 

Homeowners and Landlords, 
Does your home need  

something fixed, 
repaired, or replaced?

The Housing Rehabilitation Loan Program  
from Housing Resources could help you  

make health and safety repairs to your home

Homeowners and Landlords,  
the Housing Rehabilitation  
Program from Housing  
Resources could help YOU  
make health and safety repairs 
to your home and rentals!

The Housing Rehabilitation 
Loan Program provides  
financial assistance to  
income-qualifying homeowners 
and landlords in need of health 
and safety repairs to maintain 
their existing home and  
continue living in it.

Electrical • Plumbing 
Heating • Windows 

Roofs • Accessibility

Call us today to  
see if you qualify! 
(970) 773-9748 
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MEN have tried to govern society by 
adding law after law after law to the 
books but shun the very laws that 

make most of all those others unnecessary. 
Would the 17,000 pages in our law books be 
needed if we just followed God’s ten lines that 
will fit on a single page?

Our second primary text, therefore, 
is Exodus 34:28: [God] wrote upon the 
tables the words of the covenant, the ten 
commandments. In his shock and sorrow at the 

sight of the people worshipping the golden calf (Ex. 32), Moses broke 
the original stone tablets, which God here replaced. What a picture 
this is! That breaking of the tablets foreshadowed the breaking of 
God’s Moral Law that began then and would continue for millennia 
to come. 

Is it any wonder, then, why most of the ten commandments 
are phrased in the negative? After all, why do they persist with that 
incessant, off-putting, “Thou shalt not”? The answer, of course, is 
that they presuppose man’s naturally sinful condition, his bent toward 
sin (Jeremiah 17:9). Why have many in our day worked so diligently 
to remove the Ten Commandments from our courts of law? Simply 
because they do not want to face God’s perfect, moral, and ethical 
standard, for it condemns them before court is even in session. The 
Moral Law stands forever as the very foundation of right behavior. It 
serves to outline exactly how we are to live. 

The ten commandments are referred to as such here in our text (and 
Deuteronomy 10:4) using the Hebrew dāb̠ār (word or speech), so this 
can be literally translated: “the ten words” because they are exactly what 
God said. The ten are divided into two parts. The first part consists of four 
“words” that address what man’s relationship should be to the one true 
God. Then, using six “words,” the second part goes on to outline what our 
relationship should be to other men. 

To make all this even easier to assimilate, I am indebted to one 
commentator’s wonderful summary of the Moral Law in ten actual words: 
“(1) religion, (2) worship, (3) reverence, (4) time, (5) authority, (6) life, (7) 
purity, (8) property, (9) tongue, and (10) contentment.” We will build on 
those throughout our study, examining the same three principles for each 
one: the Old Testament commandment; the New Testament counterpart; 
and the combined confrontation.

My Dear Friend, I would encourage you to familiarize yourself 
with Exodus 20:1–26 and then memorize God’s Moral Law as we work 
through it. Why? Because we should learn it, love it, live it, and even 
legislate it. Oh, what this would do for our families, churches, culture, 
and nation!

We hope you will visit our website www.TheScriptureAlone.com, 
where you will find not only our podcast of these devotional studies but 
also other resources for Christian growth, including messages in MP3 
media files. You are also invited to worship with us at Grace Bible Church 
(on the corner of 3rd and Garfield) at 10:30 A.M. each Lord’s Day, where 
the ministry is: “continu[ing] stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and 
fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers” (Acts 2:42). 

■  Dr. J.D.              
Watson

The Governance of the Moral Law
By Dr. J. D. Watson

Pastor-Teacher, Grace Bible Church

THOUGHTS EXPRESSED ON OPINION PAGES ARE EXCLUSIVELY 
THOSE OF THE WRITER AND DO NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT 

THOSE OF THE HERALD TIMES. YOU ARE WELCOME TO SUBMIT 
SIGNED LETTERS ON MATTERS OF LOCAL INTEREST TO EDITOR@
HT1885.COM, MAIL TO PO BOX 720, MEEKER, CO 81641 OR DROP 

OFF AT 304 4TH ST., MEEKER. THERE IS NO CHARGE. DUE TO 
SPACE CONSTRAINTS, WE REQUEST SUBMISSIONS OF 500 WORDS 

OR LESS.

Soil health plays an important role in the success of any agricultural operation. This is especially 
true of soil moisture. Soil acts as a major storage reservoir for moisture. According to NRCS, soil with 
just 1% of organic matter in the top 6 inches of soil can hold approximately 27,000 gallons of water 
per acre. This is a substantial amount of water that could be available to support plant growth and 
ultimately grazing livestock. With Rio Blanco County in exceptional to extreme drought, soil health 
will play a critical role in this year’s grass production. 

Soil moisture levels are affected by several factors, both inherent (non-changing) and dynamic 
(changing). Examples of these are soil texture, soil depth, organic matter, and salt concentrations. 
Ground- management practices can affect the soil’s moisture holding capacity (compaction). 
Producers can increase their soil moisture retention levels by avoiding driving equipment on 
wet soils, preventing livestock from creating loafing areas or heavy-use trails on productive land, 
increasing residual cover through cover crops, and implementing no-till or low-till systems. 

The current soil moisture deficit in Western Colorado is significant and spring rains are going to 
be critical for grass production.  With such a soil moisture deficit, little runoff is expected from snow 
or rain.  The land needs a big drink!  Preferably over a several week/month period.

Available soil moisture is a dynamic soil health indicator. Because there are so many factors 
that influence soil health, it is difficult to categorize on large landscapes.  Physical testing of soil can 
determine the moisture content of a specific location for crops.  Local resources for more information 
include the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and CSU Extension.  You may also find 
more information on the Soil Health Tab of the White River and Douglas Creek Conservation Districts 
at www.whiterivercd.com. 

CONSERVATION CORNER
Soil Moisture

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Meeker
Christian
Church
443 School St. • 878-5105

ADULTS & CHILDREN 
Sunday School 10am Sun. 
Church Service 11am Sun. 

Not the only Christians, 
but Christians only

RADINO & CHUCKWAGON
Mar. 26 through 31, 2021

FRIDAY  l  MAR. 26
Pork calico chili w/ crackers, stewed tomatoes, 
mixed fruit, cornbread

MONDAY  l  MAR. 29
Hamburger w/ bun, potato casserole, asparagus, 
pears

TUESDAY  l  MAR. 30
Cook’s Choice - may include choice of meat/
pasta/rice/potato/vegetable/fruit

White River Roundup continues to provide lunch to 
those aging adults 60+. Both Radino and Chuckwag-

on are providing home delivered meals M, Tu, W 
and F. To reserve a lunch, call and leave a message 
before 8 a.m. Radino: (970)878-9638 Chuckwagon: 

(970)878-9671

WEDNESDAY  l  MAR. 31
HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Chicken fried steak, potatoes 
w/ gravy, green beans, apricots, Rice Krispy 
treats

Thanks for vote
Dear Editor:

I would like to thank the 
commissioners for their 3-0 
vote against reappointing Dave 
Morlan. He was given multiple 
opportunities to be decent to his 
staff and when he wasn’t, the 
commissioners stood by their 
promises knowing that there 
may be political consequences. 
I’m willing to sign a waiver 
releasing all the information 
in the executive session I was 
involved in. I would like to see 
that Dave Morlan do this as well 
so the public can see why they 
made their decision.

Roy Gilbert
Rangely

Support, 
appreciate county 
commissioners
Dear Editor:

As members of the Rio Blanco 
County business and agriculture 
community, we stand in support 

of our county commissioners’ 
efforts to be fiscally responsible 
and push back against the constant 
overreach from the state and 
federal government.

With the continued decline 
of the fossil fuel industry, which 
accounts for the overwhelming 
majority of tax revenue generated 
in Rio Blanco County, we are 
experiencing a revenue reduction 
of over $2.3 million in 2021 
alone. There is no reason to think 
that we will not continue to see 
additional revenue drops of this 
magnitude for several years due to 
the continued negative regulations 
passing down from the state. In 
addition, the introduction of the 
wolf will have a negative impact 
on our economy. Because of these 
negative impacts, budgets will be 
reduced both in the private and 
government sectors.  

As businesspeople, we 
understand how difficult 
these decisions are for our 
commissioners. We appreciate and 
support our county commissioners 
who recognize the need to make 
spending reductions accordingly, 

no different than we in the private 
sector must deal with. We are 
fully aware that if budget cuts are 
not made consistent with revenue 
reductions, there will be a need 
to increase taxes in the future. 
This would have an even greater 
negative impact on our already 
challenging economic outlook. 

The financial impact resulting 
from the COVID-19 virus has 
been much less in Rio Blanco 
County than in other counties in 
Colorado as well as the rest of 
the country. This is largely due 
to Rio Blanco County choosing 
not to enforce the state mandates 
and to make recommendations 
only, therefore respecting our 
rights as individuals, business 
owners and landowners. We 
appreciate and support the county 
commissioner’s efforts to resist 
government overreach and for 
allowing us to make decisions for 
ourselves. 

Signed,
Bill Wille, Lee Overton, Steve 

Overton, Susan Berthelson, 
Jeff Squire, Bob Coquoz, Jason 

Coquoz, Wiley Berthelson, David 
Tipton, Joe E. Brown, Kari D. 

Brennan, Sharon L. Lyke, Travis 
Adams, Ed Coryell, Lisa Moffitt, 
Anderson Horse Shoeing, Doug 

Overton, Ben Rogers, Perry 
French, Mike Chintala, Scott 

Bowman, Wade Cox, Frank Huitt, 
Elaine Urie, Nancy Owens, Mona 

Avey, Shawna Eubanks, Mark 
Scritchfield, Mark Etchart, Arlene 

Fritzlan, Betsie Thompson, 
Aaron Weston, Rodger Polley, 

Justin Yardley, McKale Palacios, 
Marvin Noel, Rebecca R. Noel, 
Rita A. Reich, Ron Reich, M.L. 
Morgan, Paula Morgan, Evers 

and Jessica Olivas, John and 
Sandy Payne, Mike Hayes, Melva 

Woodley, Sam Tolley, Antler 
Taxidermy, Overton Recycling, 
Jerry Belland, Sharon Clapper, 

JBD, Justin Grant, DO, Melinda 
Parker, Janice McPherson, Terry 

L. Goedert, Russell Ranch, Cox 
Livestock, White River Bakery, 

Elk Mountain Inn, Athlos 
Life, West Highlands Farms, 
Belland Builders, Sagebrush 
Inv. Company, Nichols Store, 
Hayes Petroleum, Giovanni's 

Restaurant, El Agave Restaurant, 
The Brunch Truck, Yardley 

Automotive, Rangely True Value, 
Northwest Auto, Land Owner, 
Fritzlan Guest Ranch, Etchart 

Fertilizer, Iron Works, Farm 
Girl Goats Soaps, Grammies 

Oven, Sophie Ann Designs, Urie 
Trucking, Former KR Fishing 

Rentals

Support our elected 
officials
Dear Editor:

Our great nation 
is experiencing a 
counterproductive political 
division like no other time in 
history. The division between 
the two major political parties 
is alarming; but even more 
disturbing, is the Republican 
Party has suffered a decline of 
support and trust from its loyal 
members.

Through the election process, 
the current Republican officials 
were voted into office by a 
majority vote. The people spoke 
and we must honor their voice 
by showing our respect and 
support in accordance with the 
Republican Principles and Party.

The Rio Blanco GOP Officers 
recognize it is imperative we, 
and the Rio Blanco County 
Central Committee members, 
publicly support our Republican 
elected officials, whether it is at 
the county, state or federal level. 
We believe this will not only 
bolster constituent support and 
trust of elected Republicans but 
also that of the Republican Party 
as a strong, patriotic affiliation.

Thank you.
Rio Blanco County GOP 

Officers
Sam Tolley, Chair

Mona Avey, Vice Chair
Kelly Scott, Secretary/

Treasurer

Change my mind
Dear Editor:

I’m vaccinated and have had 
Covid, I don’t have to wear a 
mask, change my mind.

Joe Foster
Meeker

Rumor circulating
Dear Editor:

It has been brought to 
my attention that a story is 
circulating around Meeker 
stating that I signed a "Recall 
Gary Moyer Petition". That 
is a LIE!! Gary Moyer is my 
brother, and I have not and 
will not sign said petition. I 
know Gary to be intelligent, 
informed, hard-working and 
passionate about the county and 
community.

I believe the reasons for 
the discord and division of the 
citizens in our county are multi-
layered. If everyone could stop, 
be still, and take a step back 
they would realize that there 
is enough blame to go around. 
And, not all of it rests on Gary's 
shoulders.

There are kind, prayerful, 
courageous, dedicated people 
on both sides of this issue. 
It troubles me when "Team 
Recall" claims the moral high 
ground. I call foul and throw 
a flag. The before-mentioned 
rumor is evidence to that false 
claim.

Let me be clear, I support 
Gary Moyer as Rio Blanco 
County Commissioner. Not 
submitting his name for 
sainthood, only stating that he 
is a good man in a tough job.

Respectfully,
Bev Brennan

Meeker

Be a smarter citizen for 
$3.33 a month.

theheraldtimes.com/
subscribe

By HARRISON RAINE
Special to the Herald Times

RBC I For the 2021 fire 
season, the writing is on the 
wall. The West, despite a few 
days of intense winter, is far 
drier than it was leading up to 
last year’s record-breaking fires. 

As a hotshot crewmember, 
the reality of what’s to come 
fills me with two distinct 
thoughts: money and dread. 
With my financial stability tied 
to overtime pay, I know that 
my pockets will be full when 
I am laid off next winter. But 
the unrelenting fires that stand 
between now and then make me 
nervous. 

I also know that I am not 
alone. Across the West, people 
in homes and communities 
are filled with anxiety as they 
look at dry timber and brown 
hillsides that are usually white 
this time of year. For them, when 
the air fills with smoke, there 
won’t be any fire paychecks, just 
a prolonged sense of uncertainty.

Drought levels often serve as 
a good indicator of the fires to 
come, and things are far worse 
now than they were in the build-
up to 2020. Rich Tinker, an author 
of the U.S. Drought Monitor at 
the Climate Prediction Center, 
told me, “In 2020, the highest 
we got to anywhere, was a D2 
— Severe Drought. Now we are 
looking at D3 — D4 — Extreme 
and Exceptional Drought across 
much of the West and almost all 
of the Southwest.” 

When Nick Nauslar, a fire 
meteorologist at the National 
Interagency Fire Center, talks 
about the fire season to come, 

he’s particularly blunt: “The 
deck is stacked against us. I 
fully expect a busier season than 
normal across the Southwest.” 

For Tinker and Nauslar, 
the areas of concern primarily 
encompass the Four Corners 
states of Utah, Colorado, New 
Mexico and Arizona. When you 
put together light snowpack, dry 
fuels and high temperatures, 
every wildland firefighter knows 
what that means.

In my time as wildland 
firefighter, the question I get 
asked again and again is whether 
I am ever scared. The answer to 
this question is “yes,” but not in 
the life-or-death sense in which 
it’s asked. 

There are far more constant 
threats than the flames 
themselves. Smoke, for one. 
Carbon emissions, for another. 

I think I’m worried most by 
the knowledge that damage from 
these wildfires affects the health 
of millions of people, and that 
the large wildfires of today are 
ensuring even bigger ones in 
the future. Everyone should be 
concerned about this reality, not 
just those of us on the fire line. 

Wildfires and their 
management are known by 
some researchers as a “wicked 
problem,” where no optimal 
solution exists. For decades, 
forest managers were convinced 
that suppressing all fires was 
the answer. But we’ve known 
for a while now how misplaced 
those beliefs were, even as many 
agencies cling to that failed 
strategy of a century ago. 

Jerry Williams, former fire 
and aviation director for the U.S. 

Forest Service, puts it best about 
our stubborn wrongheadedness: 
“Every year we set a new 
record, we invest more in 
(fire) suppression, invest less 
in mitigation and wonder why 
we’re not getting on top of it.” 
If someone who directed the 
largest wildland firefighting 
force in the world makes this 
statement, it’s probably time to 
try something else.

What we need are policies and 
programs that address wildfires 
in ways beyond just putting 
fires out. This spring, Colorado 
showed that it’s willing to 
learn from last season’s pain 
when Gov. Jared Polis and state 
legislators from both sides of 
the aisle released a series of bills 
aimed at wildfire mitigation, not 
only wildfire suppression. 

These bills are exciting 
for several reasons such as: 
allocation of millions for forest 
health projects and grants for 
communities and individual 
homeowners to carry out their 
own hazard reduction projects. 
Also there is an attempt to seek 
out incentives for markets to 
address fuel mitigation through 
biomass energy. 

The millions the state 
spends now on restoring forests 
and hardening homes pale in 
comparison to the costs of 
firefighting and rebuilding 
homes. Every dollar spent 
on prevention saves $17 in 
suppression costs, according to a 
report commissioned by former 
Utah Gov. Gary R. Herbert.

 There is also a bill to 
allow former inmates with 
firefighting experience to seek 

future employment with the 
state, which will help ensure a 
consistent workforce. 

I hope the federal government 
is taking notes.

Harrison Raine is a 
contributor to Writers on the 
Range, writersontherange.org, a 
nonprofit dedicated to spurring 
lively conversation about 
the West. He started fighting 
wildfires in 2016 and lives in 
Colorado.

WRITERS ON THE RANGE

We can act now to fight wildfires
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chance of all trades
Renovations, repairs, maintenance and more 

for your home or business.
970.220.2228 | chanceofalltrades@gmail.com

HONEY DO'S 
NOT GETTING 

'HONEY DONE'?

Enid Esther Steffen was born on Feb. 9, 1941 to Antone Bryan 
(Whitey) and Mary Jean Eliasen near Elk Creek in eastern Rio Blanco 
County.  Enid was the fourth of 15 children in the Eliasen family. She 
was raised in Rio Blanco County and graduated from Meeker High 
School in 1959.  

In 1962, Enid met David Steffen while working in Steamboat 
Springs, where they were married on June 9, 1962.  They made their 
way back to Meeker in 1968, where they raised their three children. 
Enid worked at Pioneers Hospital for a time, until she went to work at 
The Bakery in 1979. In 1980, she and David purchased The Bakery, 
which they ran for 30 years. The Bakery was more than just a place to 
eat, as the lives of many young people were positively impacted, by 
touring, working in or having lunch specials during school. Enid loved 
showing the second graders how donuts were made and loved even 
more showing off their thank you letters when they were seniors.  She 
enjoyed working in the flower garden and always loved playing with her 
children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

She is survived by her three children: Mike Steffen, Theresa Steffen 

and Lisa (Roger) Hanna; seven grandchildren 
and nine great-grandchildren; brothers Edgar 
Eliasen, Johnny Eliasen, Jerry Eliasen and Ron 
Eliasen; sisters Ellie (Don) Anding, Jenny (Ken) 
Megahey, Sue Eliasen, Zina Eliasen and Sara 
(Mac) Richardson, along with numerous nieces 
and nephews.

Enid was preceded in death by her parents; 
sisters Elaine Webber and Liz Devore; brothers 
Earl Eliasen, Ellis Eliasen and Elton Eliasen; 
nephews Scott Anding, Justin C. Eliasen, Matthew 
Richardson and niece Brandi Jennings.

Enid passed away in the Walbridge Wing on 
March 15 with family at her side. A celebration of 
her life will be held this summer.

In lieu of flowers, the family suggests memorial contributions be 
made in Enid’s memory to Meeker Education Foundations to fund 
school supplies, a cause dear to her heart.

Enid Esther Steffen
Feb. 9, 1941 ~ March 15, 2021

OBITUARY

John Anthony Daugherty
Jan. 14, 1940 ~ March 18, 2021

A celebration of life will be held at a later date. His family asks that in lieu of flowers, contributions be made in his name to the charity of your 
choice. Donations can be mailed to Grant Mortuary at P.O. Box 333, Meeker, Colorado, 81641, and will be sent to the selected charity. 

DEATH NOTICE

PRESS RELEASE
Special to the Herald Times

RANGELY I Colorado 
Community College System 
(CCCS) Chancellor Joe Garcia 
has announced five finalists 
in the running for president 
of Colorado Northwestern 
Community College (CNCC). 
CNCC President Ron Granger 
will retire at the end of his 
term in July 2021, concluding a 
40-year career in academia.

The search advisory 
committee, comprised of college 
and community representatives, 
conducted a thorough screening 
and preliminary interviews with 
applicants in order to identify 
those best suited to lead CNCC 
with long-term success.

The finalists are Dr. Josh 
Baker, Dr. Lisa Jones Copprue, 
Tim Gibbs, Dr. Sandra Kiddoo 
and Keith Peterson.

Presidential finalists will 
meet virtually with the CNCC 
community in March and April 
through open community forums 
to allow faculty, staff, and college 
constituents to learn more about 

their experience, leadership 
style, and philosophies on a 
variety of issues.

The virtual community 
forums are scheduled as follows:

n Tim Gibbs–Monday, 
March 22, 3:00 - 4:30 pm

n Dr. Lisa Jones Copprue–
Tuesday, March 23, 3:00 - 4:30 
pm

n Keith Peterson–Thursday, 
April 1, 3:00 - 4:30 pm

n Dr Sandra Kiddoo–Friday, 
April 2, 3:00 - 4:30 pm

n Dr. Josh Baker–Monday, 
April 5, 3:00 - 4:30 pm

Bios for each finalist and 
more information for upcoming 
forums are available on CNCC’s 
website at the following 
link: https://www.cncc.edu/
presidential-search.

Feedback surveys will be 
requested from participants who 
interact with finalists. Surveys 
will be reviewed by Chancellor 
Garcia prior to his selection of 
the new CNCC president. Input 
from the college community 
is encouraged and will be 
instrumental in the selection 
process.

Five finalists for 
CNCC president

By SAMUEL MERZ
4-H Reporter

RBC I It’s a Way of Life 
Community Club met on Tuesday, 
March 16 at 6 p.m. New business 
discussed included:

n MQA in Meeker – April 8 
from 4-7 p.m. - first year livestock 
members and all new seniors

n District Retreat – April 10 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. in Meeker. 
Ages 13–18. Signups open until 
March 26.

n Horse Safety Day March 20 
from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

n Shooting Sports Mandatory 

Training March 30 from 7-8 p.m.
n Small Animal Weigh In: 

May 2
n Rabbit and Poultry Tag In: 

June 27 
Hoyt Garcia did a demon-

stration on ringneck pheasants 
including their different charac-
teristics and body parts. Garrett 
Merz did a demonstration on 
fishing and the different kinds 
of reels. Specifically, he focused 
on how to use a bait caster 
rod. Samuel Merz did a demon-
stration on the different parts 
of a western saddle, its history 
and proper care. Sierra Gomez 

and Jayda 
Gould did 
a demon-
stration on 
what every-
day items 
you might 
find pork 
and lamb 
by-products 
in. After 
the meeting 
we made 
and painted 
fingerprint clovers out of pottery 
to take home.

By MONTEY FRANKLIN
4-H Reporter

MEEKER I On March 8, 
2021, Cambrey Rogers, Mollee 
Vroman and Miles Etchart led 
members of the It’s Showtime 
4-H club in pledges to start things 

off.  Then followed the icebreak-
er led by Marryn Shults.  After 
the icebreaker was the treasurer’s 
report done by Hayden Shults. 
Then Klayton Carroll and Teagan 
Smithread the county council 
report.

Immediately after was the 

discussion of important upcom-
ing dates: Officer training Friday, 
March 12 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
April 10 District retreat — all 
members must be 10 years of age 
or older.  Registration for this is 
open from March 15-26. On May 
2, sheep, goat, and swine weigh-
in happens, and then on June 27, 
there will be poultry weigh-in. 

The club then proceeded to 
talk about record books. Kids need 
to keep up on it, and make sure 
that they do their goals and keep 
up on feed and supplies inventory 
as it will be much easier now 
when you purchase these items. 
Make sure to also keep up on your 
health records as those will be a 
factor as well.  Make sure that 
families keep up on taking pic-
tures throughout the year as well.

Jace and Mollee Vroman, 
Cora Lewis, Owen and Miles 
Etchart, and Hattie Brennan did 
their demonstrations in a night at 
the museum form factor as well. 
Next meeting is April 12 at 6:30 
p.m. 

It's a Way of Life club report

Virtual community forums 
scheduled with candidates

It's Showtime club report

Samuel Merz

Enid Steffen

believe that some children 
among us are not aware of this 
divide. Unless adults spend time 
with children, they often miss the 
clues that reveal that they know 
so much more. Developmental 
milestones are reached as 
they age, but much of their 
socialization skills are taught by 
both their teachers and parents.    
They express their feelings in 
so many different ways; both 
verbal and non-verbal. Leaving 

classmates out of the group on 
the playground or teasing other 
kids in the classroom are only a 
few of the common actions most 
adults try to change by becoming 
role models to the children. Role 
models are getting harder to find 
these days.

Talking with a friend about 
the political divisions that 
are ever-present these days, I 
realized the neighborliness that 
so many people mentioned as an 
asset seems to be fading away. 
That surprises me, as I still find 

that when someone is in trouble 
and needs help, most people 
are more than willing to be a 
good neighbor. It could be that 
it has changed somehow. People 
aren’t willing to lend a hand 
if themselves if their motives 
or intentions are questioned. 
As the community opens up 
successfully this summer, it will 
be helpful if all of us find a 
way to resolve our differences. 
Feeling comfortable and safe is 
essential for cooperating with 
each other and moving forward.

LOOSE ENDS: continued
u Continued from Page 4A

therapy and helps employees like 
lumber workers regain hand use 
after work related accidents. 

One of my nieces has an 
advanced degree in speech and 
language therapy whose work in a 
hospital includes helping post-op 
patients recover their swallowing 
abilities after breathing tubes 
have been inserted or helping 
stroke victims regain speaking 
skills. 

Physical therapists have 
wide ranging expertise and get 
their own work out every day 
demonstrating to patients how to 
correctly perform the prescribed 
exercises.

On a personal note, I will 
add that my current need for 

physical therapy is not seeking 
the fountain of youth or training 
for the senior Olympics. I’m just 
trying to regain the functionality 
I had last fall, before COVID.

Many months of isolating 
at home plus two months of 
suffering from COVID meant 
I did not exercise enough, or 
at all. Classes at the rec center 
were often disrupted and shame 
on me, I didn’t walk enough. 
I call it COVID body atrophy. 
After several months of feeling 
lousy, I decided I was ready to 
fight back.

It is an uphill battle to return 
to the relatively healthy person 
I was (for my age as they say) 
back in October. Granted, I am 
a senior with body aging issues 
but COVID made all those issues 
worse and even returned to me 

pain in my broken ankle area 
that was supposedly healed three 
years ago.

I am especially grateful that 
Meeker Pioneers Hospital offers 
outstanding physical therapy 
to cope with issues like mine. 
Thanks to the outstanding staff 
for personal service, offering 
hope, encouragement, and even 
those tough weekly goals.

To my knowledge, most health 
care insurance providers require 
a referral from your primary care 
physician to receive physical 
therapy services. It is NOT a 
walk-in clinic.

If a patient, also understand, 
that PT provides the exercises, 
but you need to embrace them 
at home and continue on your 
own. Not a spa, a workout with 
ice packs!   

KAYE'S CORNER: continued
u Continued from Page 4A
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A U C T I O N !
Annual Spring

Consignment Auction 
Sat., April 10, 9 a.m.

2368 S. 1500 E. (Hwy. 
40) in Vernal, Utah

Equipment of all kinds, Many 
Vehicles, Semi’s, Trailers, Campers, 
Boats, ATV’s, Side by Sides, Pipe, 
Generators, Air Compressors, Tires, 
Tools, Guns, Ammo, Saddles, Tack, 
Lawn and Garden items, Furniture 
and much, much more.
For More Information or to consign 
to this auction, please call ZJ 
Auction Service Inc. at 435-828-7424 
or go to www.zjauction.com

PRESS RELEASE
Special to the Herald Times

RBC I It was a weekend of 
reconnecting, celebrating our live-
stock production, and uplifting 
those in need throughout Colorado 
and neighboring states as the agri-
culture industry celebrated “Meat 
In day” on March 20. Rather than 
villainizing meat protein sources, 
producers and consumers alike ral-
lied to show their support for agri-
culture and livestock production. 

Across all of Colorado, March 
20 was a day of celebration and 
appreciation for the agriculture 
industry. More than 35 cities and 
counties signed proclamations in 
order to promote the importance of 
agriculture in Colorado; designat-
ing March 20 as “Cattlemen’s Day,” 
“MeatIn Day,” or other similar des-
ignations. Colorado Cattlemen’s 
Association (CCA) expresses our 
sincere gratitude for all those who 
hosted and participated in the vari-
ous gatherings around the state. The 
strength of the industry is rooted in 
your communities, and your voices 
were heard and your contributions 
are recognized statewide. 

To this extent, this movement 
and support for the agricultural 
industry transcended beyond rural 
areas as urban communities and 

consumers also rose to the occa-
sion to unite behind the contri-
butions of agriculture. “While we 
saw rural Colorado turn out in 
record numbers and with record 
donations collected, we were also 
encouraged by the strengthening of 
a bond between metropolitan and 
rural voices around this effort,” said 
Janie VanWinkle, CCA President. 
“We are appreciative of the sup-
port around the Meat In movement 
and look forward to continuing to 
strengthen this partnership across 
the state and nation into the future.”

With more than 75 events, plus 
countless restaurant and retailer 
specials, meat was on the menu 
and tables across the state. At the 
75 events alone, more than 25,000 
people were offered complimentary 
barbecue meals, including more 
than 1,200 food insecure Denver 
residents. However, a Meat In day 
meant more than just enjoying a 
delicious meal with friends, fam-
ily, and neighbors. “Many events 
emphasized supporting and feed-
ing the food insecure. Donations 
were collected at varying events 
to support their local communities 
and the broader beef industry,” said 
Terry Fankhauser, CCA Executive 
Vice President. “The tally is ongo-
ing, but as of late, over $300,000, 
supporting need-based causes, has 

been collected in the name of Meat 
In day.”

On the backside of this cele-
bratory movement is a proposed 
ballot initiative that would drasti-
cally harm animal agriculture and 
consumer access to affordable food 
in Colorado. Initiative #16 would 
limit beneficial animal husbandry 
practices and stipulate unrealistic 
harvest requirements for livestock. 
Now more than ever, livestock pro-
ducers and consumers need to come 
together and support Colorado from 
pasture to plate. 

The unity that was showcased 
with the Meat In movement across 
the entire state is encouraging for 
bridging between agriculture and 
urban audiences. Let this momen-
tum around the Meat In move-
ment serve as an example for how 
Coloradans can work together for a 
viable, beneficial future. 

Colorado Cattlemen’s 
Association’s (CCA) is the state’s 
premier cattlemen’s association 
serving as the principal voice and 
advocate for Colorado beef pro-
duction. CCA accomplishes this 
through its vision of “advancing 
the legacy” of beef production for 
its members by ensuring a dynamic 
and profitable industry that pro-
vides growth and opportunity for 
future generations.

BY ROXIE FROMANG
Special to the Herald Times

RANGELY I Colorado’s 
agriculture industry responded to 
Governor Jared Polis’ meat-free 
proclamation, by offering up bar-
becues (Meat Ins) statewide. 

Governor Polis recently signed 
a proclamation declaring March 
20 a day everyone should go with-
out eating meat and instead urg-
ing people to opt for plant-based 
foods. The proclamation dubbed 
the day ‘Meat-out Day.’

This did not sit well with 
many lifelong Rio Blanco County 
ranching families nor support-
ers of agriculture throughout the 
United States.  Agriculture is a 
significant economic driver in 
our state, contributing $41 bil-

lion to the Colorado economy and 
employing nearly 173,000 peo-
ple, according to the Colorado 
Department of Agriculture.  The 
livestock industry is big business 
in Colorado, a state that is the 
third-largest producer of sheep 
and lambs in the U.S. and has 
2.7 million head of cattle. The 
CDA also notes that approximate-
ly 60% of the state’s $7.1 billion 
in agricultural cash receipts are 
attributed to livestock.  

On March 9 the Rio Blanco 
County Commissioners approved 
a resolution recognizing the many 
past and current contributions of 
livestock producers and support 
for the local ranching industry 
proclaiming March 20, 2021 as 
Rio Blanco County's Meat-In Day.

Shortly after the March 9 meet-

ing Tim Webber, Jeff and Rebecca 
Rector, Jennifer Hill, Frank Huitt, 
Gary Moyer, Jeff LeBleu, Shawn 
Morgan, Brandon and Connie 
Lister, Bill and Janie Leigh, 
Giovanni’s Italian Grill, El Agave 
Mexican Restaurant, Rangely Fire 
Department, the Town of Rangely, 
and The Rangely Area Chamber 
of Commerce came together to 
organize a celebration for the 
occasion.  The smokers fired up 
at the Rio Blanco County Western 
Annex building and slowly 
cooked 250 pounds of succulent 
beef brisket for 26 hours prior to 
the event on Saturday March 20.  
Rio Blanco County Commissioner 
Jeff Rector reports around 500 
residents enjoyed the beef dinner 
with all the fixings.

Colorado agriculture unites to celebrate industry

MEEKER GENERAL MERCANTILE FACEBOOK PHOTO
Meeker General Mercantile hosted a well-attended lunch barbecue on Saturday, March 20 along 
with the Rio Blanco Cattlewomen and several other local business sponsors. Local restaurants 
around the county also hosted meat-centric specials and deals all day.

Meeker Lions Club put on 
a well-attended Celebrate 
Agriculture barbecue down-
town on Saturday evening, 
serving up burgers and hot 
dogs.

CAITLIN WALKER PHOTO

ROXIE FROMANG PHOTOS
(Left) Jeff Rector shows off his Dutch oven cooking skills at Rangely's Saturday barbecue. (Right) 
Twelve-year-old Karina Quijada poses for a photo before enjoying the meal with her family.

TRAILBLAZERS ...

SOPHIA GOEDERT PHOTO
Callie Hendrickson, executive director of the White River and Douglas Creek 
Conservation Districts, and her sister Janie VanWinkle, president of the Colorado 
Cattlemen's Association, received Denver Business Journal Trailblazer awards 
during a virtual event, which residents gathered to watch at the Meeker Fire 
House (above).

www.grandriverhealth.org
http://www.zjauction.com
http://www.fisherliquorbarn.com
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A less expensive way to help get the dental 
care you deserve!

Don’t wait! Call now  
and we’ll rush you a  
FREE Information Kit  
with all the details.

• Get help paying dental bills and keep more money  
   in your pocket

• This is real dental  insurance — NOT just a discount plan

• Get affordable coverage before your next checkup 

1-855-429-7670
dental50plus.com/copa

Insurance Policy P150

6210 0519

Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

$19./mo.
99

where available

ADD TO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

Blazing Fast 
Internet!

CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card  Promo Code: DISH100

O�er ends 7/14/21.

2-YEAR TV PRICE
GUARANTEE

“All o�ers require credit quali�cation, 24-month commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. 
Hopper, Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. Upfront fees may apply based on credit quali�cation.

190 CHANNELS
Including Local Channels!

America’s Top 120 Package

for 12 Mos.
MO.

FREE

* Requires eAutopay discount and includes Hopper 
Duo DVR ($5 discount for 24 months) or Wally/211

SMART 
HD DVR 

INCLUDED

* Requires eAutopay discount and includes Hopper 

INCLUDED

FREE
STREAMING 

ON ALL 
YOUR DEVICESYOUR DEVICES

FREE
VOICE 

REMOTE

The DISH Voice Remote with the Google Assistant requires 
internet-connected Hopper, Joey, or Wally device. 

Customer must press Voice Remote button to activate feature.

The DISH Voice Remote with the Google Assistant requires 

1-833-955-3264

$6499

Guaranteed, modified whole life coverage 
from Physicians Life Insurance Company 
that’s affordable and easy to get.

Final Expenses
Check this off your to-do list!

Call for a FREE Information Kit.

1-855-403-3383
>> www.life55plus.info/copa

• Guaranteed acceptance for ages 45 to 85*
• No medical exam! No health questions!
• Lock in your rate for life

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies. Benefits 
reduced first two years. Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L770OK; TN: L770TN). 
6238

1-855-955-4723
MKT-P0108© 2020 Inogen, Inc. All rights reserved.

Call Inogen Today To 
Request Your FREE Info Kit

One solution for oxygen at 
home, away, and for travel
Introducing the INOGEN ONE
It’s oxygen therapy on your terms

No more tanks to re� ll. No more deliveries. No more hassles 
with travel. The INOGEN ONE portable oxygen concentrator 
is designed to provide unparalleled freedom for oxygen 
therapy users. It’s small, lightweight, clinically proven 
for stationary and portable use, during the day and at 
night, and can go virtually anywhere — even on most 
airlines. Inogen accepts Medicare and many private 
insurances!

Reclaim Your 
Freedom And
Independence NOW!

PRESS RELEASE
Special to the Herald Times

RBC I The Slash EV Ranch 
along Colorado’s White River 
has been conserved in perpetu-
ity by the Colorado Cattlemen’s 
Agricultural Land Trust (CCALT). 
The project was made possible 
with the support from Colorado 
Parks and Wildlife (CPW), The 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS), and The Nature 
Conservancy. The 477-acre ranch 
is owned and operated by the 
Schultz family. 

Sally Schultz’s family has 
been ranching in the White River 
Valley since the early 1940s. Both 
Sally’s dad and grandfather were 
cattlemen, and now her son Ty 
has taken over the family ranching 
operation. The Shultz’s purchased 
the Slash EV Ranch in 2013 to 
build on their existing agricultur-
al property in the area. Made up 
almost entirely of lush hay mead-
ows, the Slash EV is used to grow 
hay in the summer months and 
graze cattle in the fall. A portion 
of the cattle raised on the Slash 
EV are sold locally, and the ranch 
recently joined Country Natural 
Beef, a family-owned natural beef 
co-op. 

Slash EV cattle share the ranch 
with local wildlife, who utilize the 
property as they migrate between 
public and private land along 
the river. The ranch borders the 
Black Mountain Wilderness Study 
Area for more than one mile and 
shares another mile of boundary 
with Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) land. Less than .02 miles 
separate the ranch from the state 
owned Piceance State Wildlife 
Area. In addition to its connec-
tivity to public land, the Slash EV 
is noteworthy habitat for wildlife 
because it contains river frontage. 
The White River winds through 
the ranch for one mile, providing 
significant riparian habitat. The 
banks of the river are home to 
a narrowleaf cottonwood ripari-
an forest – a globally rare forest. 
The property is also mapped by 
CPW as containing habitat for bald 
eagles (a State Species of Concern) 
and river otters (a State Threatened 
Species), as well as northwestern 
Colorado’s renowned deer and elk 
herds. 

CCALT director of transac-
tions, Molly Fales encourages 
all Coloradans to take note of 
Slash EV Ranch the next time 
they’re traveling along Highway 
64 between Meeker and Rangely. 

“The property provides an icon-
ic Colorado view of hay mead-
ows and mesas and the chance to 
glimpse a bald eagle perched in 
a cottonwood tree or a sandhill 
crane feeding in the hayfield,” 
said Fales. 

NRCS state conservationist 
in Colorado, Clint Evans added, 
“The partnership between the 
NRCS, landowners, and natu-
ral resource stakeholders like 
CCALT is the foundation for 
the Agricultural Conservation 
Easement Program. ACEP is the 
tool we use to help conserve some 
of Colorado’s prime agricultural 
lands. The Slash EV Ranch is 
a 3rd generation cattle operation 
and we’re proud to play a role in 
keeping it sustainable for future 
generations.” 

"This conservation easement 
provides protection for a vari-
ety of wildlife species including 
big game, small mammals, and 
birds that utilize the river corri-
dor," said CPW area wildlife man-
ager, Bill de Vergie. "The Slash 
EV Ranch had real potential for 
development, so this conservation 
easement adds another valuable, 
protected property in the array 
of conserved lands in northwest 
Colorado." 

Slash EV Ranch conserved by Colorado Cattlemen's Ag Land Trust

PRESS RELEASE
Special to the Herald Times

MEEKER I Using funds 
from the Colorado Wildlife 
Habitat Program, Colorado Parks 
and Wildlife has acquired a per-
petual conservation easement on 
the 1,121-acre Coal Creek Ranch 
in Rio Blanco County. The trans-
action also includes a 20-year 
access agreement that will allow 
for public fishing and limited, 
reservation-managed archery and 
muzzleloader hunting. 

Coal Creek Ranch remains in 
private ownership and will con-
tinue as a working ranch operat-
ed by Michael and Tena Theos. 
The ranch is located on County 
Road 15 about 10 miles northeast 
of Meeker. The property has irri-
gated hay meadows, oakbrush, 
pinon-juniper woodlands, and 
wetland habitat. The ranch abuts 
the White River National Forest, 
Bureau of Land Management 
lands, and is in close proximi-
ty to the Jensen State Wildlife 
Area. It adds one more parcel to 
the corridor of protected proper-

ties along the important deer and 
elk migration route between the 
Flattops Wilderness and the win-
ter ranges of western Rio Blanco 
and Moffat Counties.

“This property has incredible 
wildlife values and we’re glad 
that the Theos family approached 
CPW about submitting the prop-
erty for Habitat Stamp fund 
protections,” said Area Wildlife 
Manager Bill deVergie.   

The Theos’ conservation 
easement was acquired for 
$720,000, which was well below 
its appraised value. In addition 
to selling the conservation ease-
ment below appraisal, the access 
agreement was fully donated by 
the family. 

“With high real estate values, 
agricultural landowners face the 
temptation to sell out to develop-
ers or wealthy investors,” deVer-
gie said. “Fortunately longtime 
ranching families know the value 
that the land holds for wildlife 
and for future generations. In 
that way, conservation easements 
provide a win-win situation 
where landowners gain financial 

stability while also protecting 
the property’s non-monetary val-
ues.”

While this new easement 
will be designated as the Coal 
Creek Ranch State Wildlife Area, 
potential visitors are reminded 
to review the very specific lim-
its for accessing the property. A 
small number of anglers will be 
allowed to access Coal Creek 
each day from May to November. 
A total of four archery or muz-
zleloader hunters per day will be 
able to access the property each 
fall through the big game hunt 
reservation system. 

To learn about the Colorado 
Wildlife Habitat Program and 
how to protect properties, visit 
https://cpw.state.co.us/cwhp

For more information about 
the big game hunt reserva-
tion system, visit https://cpw.
state.co.us/thingstodo/Pages/
BGHuntingReservations.aspx

For more information about 
the property regulations, contact 
the CPW Meeker office at 970-
878-6090.

CPW secures conservation 
easement for Coal Creek Ranch

COURTESY PHOTO
The Slash EV ranch between Meeker and Rangely is owned by the Schultz family.

BLOOMING ...

PAT DAGGETT PHOTO
The bravest blossoms are enjoying the spring sunshine.
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SPORTS & REC 

BANK OF THE 
SAN JUANS

500 Main, Meeker
878-5073

COULTER AVIATION
Meeker

878-5045

MA FAMIGLIA 
RESTAURANT

Henry & Kris Arcolesse
410 Market, Meeker

878-4141

NORTHWEST AUTO 
SALES & SERVICE

485 Market St., Meeker
878-5026

WATT'S RANCH 
MARKET

271 E. Market, Meeker
878-5868

WHITE RIVER
CONVENIENCE
793 Market Street

878-5353

WHITE RIVER 
ELECTRIC 

ASSOCIATION, INC.
233 Sixth Street, Meeker

878-5041

YOUR BUSINESS HERE!
SPONSOR YOUR HOME 
TEAM FOR $12.50/week!

BANK OF THE 
SAN JUANS

222 W. Main, Rangely
675-2222

COLORADO CPA 
SERVICES

118 W. Main, Rangely
675-2222

W.C. STRIEGEL
17030 Hwy. 64, Rangely

675-8444

YOUR BUSINESS HERE!
SPONSOR YOUR HOME 
TEAM FOR $12.50/week!

 

Sports stories are 
posted in the HT as 
space allows in the 

following order: varsity 
stories, junior varsity 
stories, junior high 

stories, miscellaneous 
stories. Contact us at 
editor@ht1885.com 

with questions.

2021 Meeker Cowboy Volleyball Schedule
TBA Thursday, March 25 vs. Rangely
1, 2, 3 p.m. Friday, March 26 vs. West Grand  
4:30, 5:30, 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, March 30 vs. Grand Valley
4, 5, 6, p.m. Friday, April 2 vs. Olathe
1 p.m. Saturday, April 3 vs. North Park @Home
5, 6 p.m. Thursday, April 8 vs. Vail Mountain @Home
1, 2, 3 p.m. Saturday, April 10 vs. Hotchkiss
6 p.m. Thursday, April 15 vs. Debeque
1, 2, 3 p.m. Saturday, April 17 vs. Hayden
4:30, 5:30, 6:30 p.m. Thursday, April 22 vs. Plateau Valley @Home
1, 2, 3 p.m. Friday, April 23 vs. Soroco
1, 2, 3 p.m. Saturday, April 24 vs. Vail Christian @Home 
TBA Saturday, May 1 REGIONALS
TBA Friday/Saturday May 7-8 STATE

By TIFFANY JEHOREK
Special to the Herald Times

RBC I A great start to the 
long anticipated Cowboy volley-
ball season. Week one wrapped 
up and Meeker was 2-0, going 
6-0 in sets.

“We have put in a new offense 
this year and I’m so proud of how 
well they have picked it up,” 
commented head coach Greg 
Cravens.

With the exception of Emma 
Luce, the other five starting var-
sity players Tatumn Kennedy, 
Sarah Kracht,  Nora Gianineti, 
Savvy Mendenhall, Aspen 
Merrifield and libero Leah Knapp 
are all new this year.

“We still need to work on ball 
control, but we will get there,” 
said Cravens.

Friday the Cowboys hosted 
Caprock for their opening game 
of the season. Meeker won all 

three sets 25-14, 25-18, and 
25-11. Luce led with 21 kills, 
Kennedy had 20 assists, and 
Laura Knapp and Luce both had 
nine digs.

“The play of Knapp at libero 
has been fun to watch. We only 
get her a year but it’s going to be 
fun,” commented Cravens.

Saturday, once again in front 
of a home crowd, the Cowboys 
took on to Paonia Eagles. It was 
a closer set of matches but the 
Cowboys went 3-0 again winning 
the sets 25-22, 25-19, and 25-13.

Luce had 27 kills assisted 
from both Kennedy with 17 and 
Goedert with 13. Defensively 
Luce had 26 diggs but the team 
effort from Merrifield with 12 
and Knapp with nine helped the 
Cowboys to wrap up the week-
end undefeated. 

Volleyball doesn’t get rest for 
spring break and the action con-
tinues.

After the first week of games 
Meeker is ranked fourth below 
Denver Christian, Limon, and 
Wiggins. In the Cowboys’ league, 
West Grand is in the top 10 in the 
state and Vail Mountain is getting 
votes also. 

This week Meeker will travel 
to Kremmling to take on West 
Grand and their first top ten 
opponent, C team is scheduled to 
begin at 1 p.m. on Friday.

Also this week the county 
rivalry game against Rangely 
will be Thursday and JV is slated 
to begin at 5. They will finish 
their weekend at Grand Valley 
on Saturday with C team at 4 
p.m. and the rest of the games 
to follow.

Volleyball season 
underway; lady 

Cowboys 2-0 so far

(Top) The team celebrates 
after a winning set.

(Middle left) Aspen 
Merrifield.

(Bottom left) Nora 
Gianinetti.

(Middle right) Emma Luce.

(Bottom right) The 
"Meeker Wall".

TIFFANY JEHOREK PHOTOS

mailto:editor%40ht1885.com?subject=
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www.cookchevrolet.com

Come by and
Check Out The
Biggest
Selection Of
Used Cars In
Northwest Colorado. See Us
Today For A Great Deal!

1776 W. VICTORY WAY
CRAIG

824-2100
WEST U.S. HWY 40 & CURVE COURT

STEAMBOAT SPRINGS
879-3900

VISIT CRAIG
Ob ● jec ● tive

Not infl uenced by emotion or personal opinion
Our investment guidance is not infl uenced by sales quotas, company 

directives or proprietary investment products.

Mutual Funds, IRA Strategies & Transfers 
Stocks & Bonds

Call for more information or to 
schedule a consultation.

Dean Brosious, AAMS
Financial & Investment Consultant

Justin K. Kawcak, MBA
Registered Sales Associate

101 West Victory Way, Craig, CO 81625 | Member FINRA/SIPC

(970)824-5270

THE ONE YOU TURN TO. THE ONE YOU TRUST.
FLOORING THE YAMPA VALLEY SINCE 1978.

THE ONE YOU TURN TO. THE ONE YOU TRUST.
FLOORING THE YAMPA VALLEY SINCE 1978.

FLOORS • CABINETS • COUNTERTOPS
KITCHEN • BATHROOM 

FLOORS • CABINETS • COUNTERTOPS
KITCHEN • BATHROOM 

MONDAY - FRIDAY
8:30 AM - 5:30 PM

1820 W VICTORY WAY, CRAIG CO 81625
TLCCARPETONE.COM

(970) 824 - 4945

MONDAY - FRIDAY
8:30 AM - 5:30 PM

1820 W VICTORY WAY, CRAIG CO 81625
TLCCARPETONE.COM

(970) 824 - 4945

#47

ALL CONFERENCE ...

COURTESY PHOTO
Four Lady Cowboys have received conference awards. Sarah Kracht was select-
ed for first team All-Conference.  Kracht had 161 points and 40 rebounds in a 
year that was cut short due to COVID. Savannah Mendenhall, Ainsley Selle, and 
Makala Wille all received all-conference honorable mention. 

SQUIRREL ...

CAITLIN WALKER PHOTO
There's a joke in the newspaper industry that when you run out of things to fill a 
last minute hole in your layout, you use a squirrel picture ... so now you know the 
big secret of newspaper design.

http://www.cook-cars.com
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Braydon Paul
Great Season!  We are proud 

of you.

Love Dad, Mom, Brea and Taylor

BRAYDONBRAYDON LL
II
AA
MM

Great Season Liam, we 
love watching you play!

Love - Dad, Mom & Bros

Great Season, Hamp!
Next time, don’t forget your jersey.

Congratulations on 
a great basketball 
season. We are so 

proud of you. 

Don’t just reach for 
the stars, because 

you can go so 
much farther.

We love you,
Dad, Mom and Afton

S P U DS P U D
Congratulations Meeker Cowboys on a Congratulations Meeker Cowboys on a 
fantastic basketball season.fantastic basketball season.

The White Family (Ron, Nikki & Afton)The White Family (Ron, Nikki & Afton)

www.bankmvb.com

CONGRATS
ON A GREAT SEASON

MEEKER
BASKETBALL

TEAMS!

CONGRATS ON A GREAT 
SEASON, COWBOYS!

The Cowboys basketball team ended the 
season second in their league. Seniors on 
the team were Braydon Garcia, Junior Gae-
ta, Ethan Drake, Ryan Phelan and Spud 
White. Juniors were Peter Hanks, Liam 
Deming, Hamp Hightower, Zach Simonsen 
and Zagar Brown. Freshman were Ryan Sul-
livan and Jace Mobley.

Thank you to Amber Garcia and
Bobby Gutierrez for these photos!

http://www.bankmvb.com
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April Fool‛s Day Surprises

     Aw!  C’mon,
 I’m not that easy 
 to “hook”!

court

fortune

jokesfirst

  

  Jesters were people who 
would entertain crowds at 
marketplaces or festivals.  
Read the clues below to 
learn about jesters and 
to fill in the puzzle:

11

12

1. ________  jesters entertained the king 
2. ________  jesters entertained crowds  
    of people in marketplaces or at festivals

1

2

4

5 7

10

traveling

disguises gestures
behave

costumes

woman

tricks

  I love to make people laugh!

  Today we 
have clowns 
to entertain us.

6. some jesters used ________ or props
7. sometimes they were allowed to ________ in 
    ways that were not allowed for other people
8. dressed in many kinds of ________
9. sometimes they helped people or a king to
    ________ what was going on by telling stories
10. a man or a ________ could be a jester
11. the _________  day of April is April Fool’s Day
12. it is a day to play fun, harmless  ________  

     The first day of April is April Fool’s Day. It is 
a time for lots of fun. People like to play
harmless jokes and pranks. One favorite trick
is to point out something that’s not really there!
     April Fool’s Day used to be called
All Fool’s Day. It is thought to have started in
France. A long time ago, March 21st was the
date of the New Year. A little over a week of
parties and fun followed. On the last day of
the festivities, April 1st, formal visits were paid
and gifts exchanged.
     In the 16th century, the Gregorian calendar
was introduced. March 21st was no longer
New Year’s Day and April 1st was no longer the
right day to visit and give gifts. News traveled
slowly in those early times, so many people
continued to celebrate April 1st as the last big
day of the holiday season. Many others did
not like the change of date and refused to 
change their ways. People who clung to the
old ways were called “April fools.”
     Today, on April 1st, you might hear someone
call out, “Poisson d’Avril!” They have fooled
someone and are calling them an “April fish.”
The person took the “bait” and was easily 
“caught.” April Fool’s Day is a day for tricks 
that hurt no one. It is a time for laughter. 

3

understand

3. some people thought jesters were 
    “unlucky” and others thought they  
    would bring good ________
4. jesters might wear ________  to 
    surprise people
5. they told stories and ________

Ketchup Mustard

 We put a 
rubber 
ducky in 
the fridge.

   I put “eyes” 
on all of the 
fruit to freak 
out my brother.

1. joke
2. riddle
3. hoax
4. wisecrack
5. pun

A. a puzzling question or problem posed: the answer is hard to figure out
B. a “fresh” or “smart” remark
C. a false story told in such a way as to make people think it is real 
D. something done for fun; a jest
E. clever use of a word to have more than one meaning 

Jester‛s Bag of Tricks

All in Good Fun!
     April Fool’s Day is a lighthearted celebration. Many countries around the world have special
days of fun, with people playing good-natured jokes on one another. These surprise-filled days 
almost always occur when the season of spring is coming. Do you think that the sunnier, warmer 
weather puts people in a lighter mood? Below are some things we like to use to fool or kid our 
friends. Can you match each item to its description?

  Hey!  A spaceship is landing 
on the school parking lot!   Really?

Can I
see it?

P K D P E O I W Y T R A G Z L P A S
R J I J E S T E R P O L N U Y W E N
A C B U U C N V P A A P O R T Y W O
N X B U E G X B I U N A S O T T I O
K W T Y I E G N C O I G H T F B V F
S T I O E P C L V N M O E Y I F H F 
T I G H T R O P E W A L K E R N V U
E O I C B W A X Z R L B N V E P O B
R I H G N Z P T S B T S O T E P W Q
B X T O A Y J O K E R Y U E A P O T
T Y W O C J Y T A H A O N U T P O S
C O N T O R T I O N I S T N E O H W 
N O I S R P O N A Y N B V Y R P O A 
A U R N I I O P Z F E N S S I R P C
I F O B V N C S T O R Y T E L L E R
C O T O C Y U K P S O U C T Y E S O
I P C B V N C U S Q U T E I C S D B
G P A V E N T E R T A I N E R P O A 
A F J I O E P O H T E V J I O P Y T 
M C O P U P P E T E E R C I O P A S

• trickster
• clown

• magician
• jester
• fool
• joker

• prankster
• buffoon

• entertainer
• actor

• acrobat
• puppeteer

• juggler
• storyteller
• fire-eater

• contortionist
 • tightrope 
       walker
• animal 

        trainer

  Boy, little
kids are
easy to fool.

     Help me find my bag of pranks. Then find and circle 
the words in the puzzle that describe jesters and some 
of the talents or skills they display.  
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Newspaper Fun!
 

www.readingclubfun.com

   Kids: color
  stuff in!

We like to play harmless pranks... ...on our friends on April Fool’s Day.
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The Meeker Herald 
125 years ago

n This is the season of the 
year when an appropriate shroud 
for some people would be the 
winter underwear they discarded 
too soon.
n A larger number of fine 

shade and fruit trees will be 
planted in Meeker and vicinity 
this spring than usual. We hope 
the good work in this line will 
continue, but there is not much 
use in planting trees without 
provision is made for caring for 
them.

The Meeker Herald 
100 years ago

n Ezra Baer came in from 
Denver, Sunday, and spent a few 
days here, attending to local 
business matters.
n FOUND — A pair of 

eyeglasses. Inquire at this office; 
prove property and pay for this 
ad.

The Meeker Herald
50 years ago

n Jim Ruckman, past 
Meeker Chamber President, who 
underwent surgery for a sinus 

condition in Grand Junction last 
week, has been released and 
returned home Friday. 
n Mr. and Mrs. Eugene 

Clapper announce the birth 
of their daughter, Mindy Rae 
Clapper, born Sunday, March 
21, at 8:36 p.m. She weighed 9 
pounds, 1 ounce and measured 
20 inches in length.

The Meeker Herald
25 years ago

n On Friday, March 22, 
Bill Turner was inducted into the 
Colorado High School Coaches 
Association Hall of Fame.

n Suzan Dole, 17, of 
Meeker, is one of 44 junior 
women from throughout the 
country who has qualified to 
compete at the Chevy Trucks 
U. S. Alpine Championships 
being hosted at Sugarloaf/USA 
in Kingsfield, Maine. 

Rangely Times 
50 years ago

n Lou Anne Blankenship 
of Rangely Junior High was one 
of the top winners at the state 
fair in Boulder after winning at 
the Western Slope Science Fair 
in Grand Junction.

n Work has started on the 
new post office as you’ll notice 
when you drive by the site, 1971 
will see a vast improvement in 
the looks of Rangely’s Main 
Street. 

Rangely Times 
25 years ago

n Another important public 
issue was the town’s policy on 
termination and the grievance 
procedure. Some candidates 
defended the so-called “fire 
at will” policy, saying that the 
town is a business, and should 
be run like one. 

n “Our town is at a 
crossroads of change,” said 
Williams. Williams cited a 
change in demographics, in 
which people are generally 
moving from the cities to the 
small towns. Rangely is ripe to 
cash in on the change, and the 
future town council will be in a 
position to reap great rewards.
n The Colorado 

Department of Public Health 
and Environment has issued a 
list of the top six communicable 
diseases which can be reduced 
by handwashing — hepatitis A, 
salmonella, shigella, giardia, 
a strain of E. coli and viral 
gastroenteritis. 

DAYS GONE BY

THEME: THE 1960s
ACROSS
1. *Kennedy and Ruby
6. Credit card acr.
9. Just in case
13. Yemeni's neighbor
14. Scheduled to arrive
15. *First full-disk image of it was taken in 1966
16. Alleviated
17. Wildfire remains
18. One born to Japanese immigrants
19. *"Catch-22" author
21. *Oscar-winning leading lady of "Mary Poppins"
23. Green or black beverage
24. Piercing woodwind
25. Mom in U. K.
28. ____ and drab
30. Good-for-nothing
35. *TV's Batman, ____ West
37. Figure skater's jump
39. Make happy
40. Hitchhiker's quest
41. *"Wilt the ____" of pro basketball
43. Femur, e.g.
44. Cut it out
46. Away from port
47. Largest organ of human body
48. Like anti-cruelty society
50. Same as #42 Down
52. Even, to a poet
53. Roaster's spot
55. *It's the loneliest number
57. *Sam Walton's company
61. *Haircut popularized by the Beatles
64. Relating to axis
65. PC brain
67. *Sting Ray and Mustang, e.g.
69. Threshing hand tool
70. *"On ____ Majesty's Secret Service"
71. Dostoyevsky's novel, with The
72. Seaside bird
73. Tibetan ox
74. Condemn

DOWN
1. *Hasbro's G. I.
2. Same as ayah
3. Four six-packs
4. Genuflected
5. Sashayed
6. Month of Purim
7. Abscess contents
8. Repair
9. Bear's den
10. Gaelic tongue
11. Meat and potato dish
12. Not that
15. Take to one's heart
20. ____ Grey and James ____ Jones
22. Noggin or dome
24. #24 Across players
25. *____ on Washington
26. Farewell in Paris
27. Address to a woman
29. Just a little
31. Young socialites, for short
32. Call forth
33. *Barbara Eden starred as one
34. *First American astronaut to orbit the Earth
36. Table in Spanish
38. Type of bargain
42. Best not mentioned
45. Ultimate goal
49. Slightly pointed on a Hobbit
51. Pro bono
54. Scratchy's nemesis
56. Chopin piece
57. Drift
58. Rod for a hot rod
59. One with pants on fire?
60. Street in Anytown, USA
61. Darkness or gloom
62. Relating to ear
63. Poverty-stricken
66. Cause of Princess' downfall
68. Pig's home

Rio Blanco Herald Times Correction Policy
While we strive for accuracy in all our reporting, it is an inescapable fact that 
mistakes will occur. When a mistake is brought to our attention, it will be ad-

dressed in one of three ways, depending on the nature of the error.

Clarification: We didn’t say anything untrue, but we didn’t state things 
clearly enough to avoid confusion or new information has come to light.

Correction: We made a factual error. Here’s what we should have said.

Retraction: The story is wrong in its entirety.

Corrections are clearly labeled as such, and are published as soon as
possible following notification of an error. 

To submit a correction, call 970-878-4017 or email editor@ht1885.com.

Informed citizens 
are the best
citizens.

Subscribe to the 
HT for $3.33 a 

month.
THEHERALDTIMES.COM/

SUBSCRIBE

970-878-4017

mailto:editor%40ht1885.com?subject=
http://www.remindmagazine.com/rmcp
http://www.theheraldtimes.com/subscribe
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HOW TO READ A LEGAL NOTICE
Title 

This is the easiest way to pinpoint the pur-
pose of a notice. Sometimes this will be 
very general, maybe even just "PUBLIC 

NOTICE". Keep reading for the ...

Description
This is the 'meat' of the legal notice, telling 
you what it's about. For agendas, it's what 

will be discussed in the meeting. Other 
types of notices vary.

Publication Date
This is the date the notice is scheduled to 
be published. Many public notices have 

requirements for publication set by state 
statute.

Newspaper of Record
A newspaper of record must meet certain 
requirements to be able to publish public 

notices.

Public notices keep you informed of government ac-
tions and provide a third-party transparency check. 
They are a permanent record of government actions 

and cannot be easily altered like digital records. 
They are readily available to each and every citizen, 

regardless of digital know-how.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that

Published: Never 7, 8, 9, 2500
Rio Blanco Herald Times

FUN FACT: 
Publication prices for 

legal notices are set by 
state statute and have not 

changed since 1993! 

(For reference, a first class stamp in 
1993 cost just 29 cents!)

INFORMED 
CITIZENS ARE 

THE BEST 
CITIZENS. 

READ YOUR 
PUBLIC 

NOTICES!

Let's talk about logical fallacies–
gaps in logic that invalidate an 
argument or opinion.

# 14 Loaded Question
When someone asks a 
question in such a way that 
the only available answer 
makes you look guilty or 
complicit in something ... 
whether you are or not.

Happy fallacy-finding!

∙AGENDAS∙ ∙BID REQUESTS∙∙MISC∙
PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice of Petition for Change of Name
Public Notice is given on March 08, 2021 that a 
Petition for a Change of Name of an Adult has been 
filed with the Rio Blanco County Court.
The Petition requests that the name of CASEY 
CURTIS WILLIAMS be changed to CASEY DEAN 
PAMPERIEN.
Case No.: 21C30016
By: JOAN GIBSON
Clerk of the Court / Deputy Clerk
Published: March 11, 18 and 25, 2021
Rio Blanco Herald Times

RIO BLANCO COUNTY
2021 CR 73 BRIDGE REPLACEMENT PROJECT

CDOT #C490-007 CODE 23510
MATERIALS TESTING SERVICES

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
Rio Blanco County is seeking a qualified Materials 
Testing Consultant Firm to provide testing services 
for the Rio Blanco County Road 73 Bridge 
Replacement Project, CDOT #C490-007 Code 
23510. The Scope of Work for this project is 
included in the proposal package.
BID DOCUMENTS : Bid Documents shall be 
available on on-line at www.govbids.com/scri pts/
co1/public/home1.asp , or on the county’s website 
at https://www.rbc.us/b ids.aspx .
BIDDER QUALIFICATIONS:   Vendors must be 
listed on the most current CDOT Pre-qualified 
Consultants Listing. Vendors must provide a current 
and valid copy of their Certificate of Good Standing 
issued by the State of Colorado Secretary of State.
MANDATORY PRE-BID MEETING:   Bidders must 
attend the mandatory pre-bid meeting: March 30, 
2021 at 10:30 A.M. at the Rio Blanco County Road 
& Bridge Dept., 570 Second Street, Meeker.
PROJECT ENGINEER AND QUESTIONS:   Van 
Pilaud, County Engineer, (970) 878-9590, Fax (970) 
878-3396. All Bidders are advised to examine the 
site and become familiar with all conditions. Any 
questions regarding this Project are to be directed 
in writing to Van Pilaud before March 31, 2021 at 
noon  at the above address or fax number.
WORK SCHEDULE:   Work shall be conducted 
during the construction of the project. Coordination 
will be required with the Construction Contractor 
and the Rio Blanco County Engineer. It is 
anticipated the project will begin approximately mid 
to late April, 2021.
BID SUBMITTALS:   Bids shall have Vendor’s 
name and address and “2021 RBC ROAD 73 
BRIDGE REPLACEMENT TESTING SERVICES” 
written on the sealed envelope. All required 
documents shall be included with the bid or it shall 
be rejected. Each bid must include a certified check 
or cashier’s check in the amount of not less than 
five percent (5%) of the total bid, made payable to 
Rio Blanco County, or by a bid bond in like amount 
executed by a surety company.
Mailed bids:  Do not depend on overnight 
delivery. Due no later than 4:00 P.M. on March 
31, 2021. Mailing Address: Rio Blanco County 
Commissioners, Attn: Lori Zentmeyer, P.O. Box 599, 
555 Main St. 3 rd Floor, Meeker, CO 81641.
Hand delivered bids will be accepted from 8:00 
A.M. to 10:45 A.M. on April 1, 2021 , Rio Blanco 
County Courthouse, 3 rd Floor Commissioner 
Meeting Room, 555 Main St., Meeker, CO 81641.
BID OPENING:   Bids shall be opened and 
read in public at 11:15 A.M. on April 1, 2021 at 
the Rio Blanco County Courthouse, 3 rd Floor 
Commissioner Meeting Room, 555 Main Street, 
Meeker, CO 81641. Bids submitted after 11:00 
A.M. shall be returned unopened. Bids submitted 
and opened shall not be withdrawn for 30 days 
thereafter.
BID PREFERENCE:   C.R.S. 8-19-101, et.seq, 
shall be observed on all construction contracts 
on public projects. The law states that when a 
construction contract for a public project is to be 
awarded to a bidder, a resident bidder shall be 
allowed preference against a nonresident bidder 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of John Murray Stocks Jr. a/k/a John Murray 
Stocks a/k/a John M. Stocks a/k/a John Stocks, 
Deceased       Case Number 2021PR30001
All persons having claims against the above named 
estate are required to present them to the personal 
representative or to District Court of Rio Blanco, 
County, Colorado on or before July 30, 2021 or the 
claims may be forever barred.
Christian Holcomb
c/o Dufford Waldeck
744 Horizon Court, #300
Grand Junction, CO
81506
Published: March 25, April 1 and 8, 2021
Rio Blanco Herald Times

NOTICE OF 45 DAY PUBLIC COMMENT 
PERIOD

The public is advised to take notice of a 45 day 
public comment period, beginning at 8:00 am 
Wednesday, March 24, 2021 and ending at 5:00 
pm Friday, May 7, 2021, concerning the use of 
$144,806 of Federal funds in Rio Blanco County 
reserved for expenditure in accordance with Title 
III of the Secure Rural Schools and Community 
Self-Determination Act of 2000, as reauthorized.  
More specifically, these funds are proposed 
to be used to update the Community Wildfire 
Protection Plan of 2012, and cover training costs/
purchase new equipment for search and rescue. 
Although it has been renewed in the past, the 
authority to initiate Title III projects terminates 
on September 30, 2022; any funds not obligated 
by September 30, 2023 must be returned to the 
Treasury of the United States. After conclusion 
of the 45-day comment period, the Board of 
County Commissioners of Rio Blanco County will 
be asked to review any comments received and 
formally approve or deny the use of Title III funds 
as proposed. Written comments related to the 
search and rescue projects may be submitted to 
the Rio Blanco County Sheriff, P.O. Box 1460, 
Meeker, CO 81641 and written comments related 
to updating the Community Wildfire Protection 
Plan may be submitted to the Rio Blanco County 
Emergency/Natural Resource Manager, P.O. Box 
1047, Meeker, CO 81641.  Questions may also 
be directed to the Rio Blanco County Sheriff at 
970-878-9620 or Rio Blanco County Emergency /
Natural Resource Manager at 970-878-9586.
Published: March 25 and April 1, 2021
Rio Blanco Herald Times

INVITATION TO BID
THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 
RIO BLANCO COUNTY is soliciting bids for one (1) 
6x4 Truck with related equipment.
Sealed bid proposals will be opened and reviewed 
at 10:45 a.m. on Thursday, April 8, 2021 in the 
Commissioners Meeting Room, Rio Blanco County 
Historic Courthouse, 3rd Floor, Meeker, Colorado. 
Mailed bids are due no later than 4:00 p.m. on 
Wednesday April 7, 2021. Hand delivered bids will 
be accepted on the day of the bid opening until 
10:00 a.m.
All bids shall be marked “6X4 Truck Bid” and be 
mailed to the Rio Blanco County Commissioners, 
Attn. Vicky Edwards, P.O. Box 599, Meeker, 
Colorado 81641, or delivered to the Rio Blanco 
County Historic Courthouse, 3rd Floor, Meeker, 
Colorado. Do not rely on the overnight delivery 
companies to deliver on time. Faxed bids will not 
be accepted.
Proposals will be judged on the following criteria. 
1. Cost 2. Delivery time 3. Compliance with bid 
specifications 4. Ability of the unit bid to meet the 
requirements of the County 5. Retained Market 
Value of the unit 6. The County’s past experience 
with similar equipment provided by the same 
manufacturer 7. Any factor which the Board feels 
may affect the suitability of the equipment for Rio 
Blanco County Bidders may make substitutions to 
the specifications attached hereto provided that 
the substitution is of equal or greater value to the 
items specified. Determination as to whether or not 
said item is of equal or greater value to the item 
specified will be made by the County. All questions 
and inquiries must be received by David Overton at 
(970) 878-9590, ext. 9597 or 970-629-5645 no later 
than 4:00 p.m. on Wednesday, April 7, 2021.
Specification sheets for the unit bid shall 
accompany the bid proposal, In the event that 
a bid proposal exceeds the County’s budgetary 
limitations, the County reserves the right to 
eliminate certain individual items from the proposal. 
All bids shall be submitted with this in mind.
Bid prices must be good for a minimum of sixty (60) 
days after the bid opening. All prices shall be F.O.B. 
Rio Blanco County Road & Bridge Department, 570 
Second Street, Meeker, Colorado. Payment shall 
be made on the first regular accounts payable date 
after equipment delivery. Payment cannot be made 
on the date of delivery.
An approximate delivery schedule must be included 
with each bid. In the event that a bidder wishes 
to demonstrate their equipment prior to the bid 
opening, the bidder should contact David Overton, 
Rio Blanco County Fleet Management Department, 
570 Second Street, Meeker, Colorado. Telephone 
(970) 878-9590, ext. 9597 or 970-629-5645, Fax 
(970) 878 3396.
The County reserves the right to refuse any and all 
bids; to change, add or amend the specifications; 
to waive any informalities; to accept the bid which, 
in our judgement best serves the interest of the 
County.
Published: March 25 and April 1, 2021
Rio Blanco Herald Times

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Ruthann Molson Stocks a/k/a Ruthann M. 
Stocks, Deceased
Case Number 2021PR30000
All persons having claims against the above-named 
estate are required to present them to the personal 
representative or to District Court of Rio Blanco, 
County, Colorado on or before July 30, 2021 or the 
claims may be forever barred.
Christian Holcomb
c/o Dufford Waldeck
744 Horizon Court, Suite 300
Grand Junction, CO 81506
Published: March 25, April 1 and 8, 2021
Rio Blanco Herald Times

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
TOWN OF RANGELY

The Town of Rangely will hold a public hearing 
at 7:10 p.m. Tuesday, April 13, 2021 in the Court 
Room of the Municipal Building at 209 East Main 
Street, Rangely, Colorado on the following:

ORDINANCE 694
AN ORDINANCE DESIGNATING THE LAND 

USE (ZONING) AND AMENDING THE TOWN OF 
RANGELY ZONING MAP AS IT PERTAINS TO 
2828 SHALE DRIVE A CHANGE OF ZONING 
FROM INDUSTRIOUS TO COUNTRY ZONE

All interested citizens and groups are invited to 
attend and participate in the public hearing.
By: Marybel Cox, Town Clerk
Published: March 25 and April 1, 2021
Rio Blanco Herald Times

INVITATION TO BID
THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 
RIO BLANCO COUNTY is soliciting bids for one 
(1) All Wheel Drive Motorgrader with attachments. 
Sealed bid proposals will be opened and reviewed 
by the Board at 10:15 a.m. on Thursday, April 
8, 2021 in the Commissioners Meeting Room, 
555 Main Street, Rio Blanco County Historic 
Courthouse, 3rd Floor, Meeker, Colorado. Mailed 
bids are due no later than 4:00 p.m. on Wednesday, 
April 7, 2021. Hand delivered bids will be accepted 
on the date of the bid opening until 10:00 a.m.
All bids shall be marked “Motorgrader Bid” and be 
mailed to the Rio Blanco County Commissioners, 
Attn. Vicky Edwards, P.O. Box 599, Meeker, CO, 
81641, or delivered to 555 Main Street, Rio Blanco 
County Historic Courthouse, 3rd Floor, Meeker, 
Colorado. Do not rely upon the overnight delivery 
companies to deliver on time. Faxed bids will not 
be accepted.
Proposals will be judged on the following criteria. 
1. Cost 2. Delivery time 3. Compliance with bid 
specifications 4. Ability of the unit bid to meet the 
requirements of the County 5. Retained Market 
Value of the unit 6. The County’s past experience 
with similar equipment provided by the same 
manufacturer 7. Any other factor which the Board 
feels may affect the suitability of the equipment for 
Rio Blanco
County
Bidders may make substitutions to the 
specifications attached hereto provided that the 
substitution proposed is of equal or greater value 
than the items specified. Determination as to 
whether or not said item is of equal or greater value 
will be made by the County. All questions must be 
received by David Overton at (970) 878-9590, ext. 
9597 or (970)629-5645 no later than 4:00 p.m. on 
Wednesday, April 7, 2021.
Specification sheets for the unit bid shall 
accompany the bid proposal.
In the event that a bid proposal exceeds the 
County’s budgetary limitations, the County reserves 
the right to eliminate certain individual items 
from the bid proposal. All bid proposals shall be 
submitted with this in mind.
Payment will be made on the first regular accounts 
payable processing date after equipment delivery. 
Payment cannot be made on date of delivery. Bid 
prices must be good for at least sixty (60) days 
after bid opening. All prices shall be F.O.B. Rio 
Blanco County Road & Bridge Department, 570 
Second Street, Meeker, Colorado. An approximate 
delivery schedule must be included with each bid. 
In the event that a bidder wishes to demonstrate 
their equipment prior to the bid opening, the bidder 
should contact David Overton, Rio Blanco County 
Fleet Management Department, 570 Second Street, 
Meeker, Colorado. Telephone (970) 878-9590, 
ext. 9597. Cell Phone (970) 629-5645, Fax (970) 
878-3396. The County reserves the right to refuse 
any and all bids; to change, add or amend the 
specifications; to waive any informalities; to accept 
the bid, which, in our judgement best serves the 
interest of the County.
Published: March 25 and April 1, 2021
Rio Blanco Herald Times

MEEKER AIRPORT – COULTER FIELD 2021 
Pavement maintenance &

Rangely airport 2021 pavement maintenance 
and runway repair

Meeker FAA A.I.P. No. 3-08-0041-014-2021 & 
State Project No. 21-EEO-01

Rangely faa a.i.p no. 3-08-0047-016-2021 & state 
project no. 21-4v0-01

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
Sealed Bids for the construction of the project, 
will be received by RIO BLANCO COUNTY, at 
the office of the RIO BLANCO COUNTY, at the 
RIO BLANCO COUNTY BUILDING located at 555 
MAIN STREET, MEEKER, CO 81641 until 4:00 
PM local time on April 8, 2021. The bids will be 
publicly opened and read aloud in the presence 
of Bidders at 4:30 PM on April 8, 2021 in person 
and via Google Hangouts/Teleconference 
meeting so that the public can listen to the bids 
being opened and read aloud. To call into the 
meeting please call (970) 878-9432 or link to 
meet.google.com/aoi-dscc-cpe.
The project is 3 Bid Schedules. Bid Schedule 1 
includes: a seal coat application, crack seal, and 
application of both temporary and permanent 
pavement markings for the Meeker Airport. Bid 
Schedule 2 includes: a seal coat application, crack 
seal, runway patch repair, and application of both 
temporary and permanent pavement markings for 
the Rangely Airport. Additive Schedule 1 includes: 
seal coat and markings of small ineligible areas 
(50’) in front of the hangars for the Rangely Airport.
No bids will be received after the specified hour and 
date and may not be withdrawn after the time fixed 
for opening them. The Owner reserves the right to 
waive irregularities in the bids and reject any and 
all bids. No bids will be considered in which the 
Proposal, Specifications or any provisions have 
been modified.
Bids will be received for a single prime Contract.  
Bids shall be on a unit price basis, as indicated 
in the Bid Form. The bidder must supply all 
information required by the bid or proposal forms 
and specifications.
Each bid must be accompanied either by a certified 
check, payable to RIO BLANCO COUNTY in the 
amount of five percent (5%) of the bid, or by a 
Bid Bond in a like amount and executed by an 
approved surety company.  The check or bond will 
be retained by the Owner as liquidated damages if 
the successful bidder refuses or fails to enter into 
contract and performance bond in accord with his 
bid within fifteen (15) days after date of notification 
of award.
Bidders may obtain copies of the Bidding 
Documents, consisting of a Project Manual, from 
the T-O Engineers Contract Bidding Plan Room 
as described below.
Printed copies of the Bidding Documents are 
available upon request at TO-Engineers.com via 
the Contract Bidding tab. Non-refundable shipping 
charges apply. Blueprint Specialties in Boise, Idaho 
will transmit the Bidding Documents.  The shipping 
charge amount will depend on the shipping method 
selected by the prospective Bidder.  The date that 
the Bidding Documents are transmitted by Blueprint 
Specialties will be considered the Bidder’s date of 
receipt of the Bidding Documents.  Partial sets of 
Bidding Documents will not be available. Neither 
Owner nor Engineer will be responsible for full 
or partial sets of Bidding Documents, including 
Addenda if any, obtained from sources other than 
the Issuing Office. Interested parties may register, 
view, and download the Bidding Documents 
online at on the T-O Engineers web site under the 
Contract Bidding tab.
The Bidder is advised that construction site aviation 
safety is of paramount importance.  There is a 
Construction Safety Phasing Plan that is part of the 
project requirements and the Contractor will need 
to conduct his/her operations in strict accordance 
with this plan.  There are penalty provisions 
outlined in the Construction Safety Phasing Plan for 
noncompliance by the Contractor’s personnel.  All 
costs associated with the Contractor’s compliance 
with this operational plan will be considered 
incidental to and included in the prices bid for the 
actual work items of the bid schedule.
Rio Blanco County, in accordance with the 
provisions of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 
(78 Stat. 252, 42 U.S.C. §§ 2000d to 2000d-4) and 
the Regulations, hereby notifies all bidders that it 

Eastern Rio Blanco County
911 Emergency Telephone Service Board

Rio Blanco County Sheriff’s Office Training 
Room

355 4th Street
Meeker, CO 81641

To attend by phone, please call: (970) 878-9402
Proposed Meeting Agenda

March 30, 2021 - 12pm
Call Meeting to Order
Approval of Agenda
Approval of Previous Minutes
Reports
Financial Report
Dispatch Report
Old Business
New Business
Board Officer Appointments
Exempt From Audit
Emergency Medical Dispatch Funding
Other Board Business
Adjournment
Published: March 25, 2021
Rio Blanco Herald Times

MEEKER SCHOOL DISTRICT RE-1
Board of Education Regular Meeting

555 Garfield Street
Meeker, CO 81641

March 29, 2021 - 7:00 p.m.
Community members wishing to observe 
the board meeting may do so by using the 
following Google Meet link:   https://meet.
google. com/rbd-rhxx-uxt
Community members wishing to attend the 
board meeting in person are asked to RSVP to 
chris.selle@meeker.k12.co.us  no later than 72 
hours prior to the meeting.
1. Call to Order and Roll Call
2. Pledge of Allegiance: Mr. Amack will lead the 
Pledge of Allegiance
3. Welcome of Guests
4. Approval of Agenda
Student Celebrations:  5th Grade Robot Rodeo
Staff Recognition:  n/a
General Public Comment Session:  (comments 
limited to three minutes)
Public/Committee Reports:  DAC, Meeker 
Education Foundation, BOCES
Principal Reports:  - Attached
Superintendent Report  - Attached
Consent Agenda:
1. Approval: Minutes from Regular Board Meeting 
on February 22, 2021
2. Approval: Minutes from Special Board Meeting 
on March 8, 2021
3. Acceptance: Financial Reports and Check 
Vouchers for February 2021
Action Items:
1. Approval: Personnel - Middle School Volunteer 
Assistant Wrestling Coach - TJ Shelton
2. Approval: Superintendent Evaluation Summary
3. Approval: Fire and Security Alarm Monitoring Bid
4. Approval: CASB Recommended Policy Updates 
- Online link (3rd Reading)
a. Summary Document
b. JEB - Entrance Age
c. GBGG - Staff Leave
Other BOE Information:
1. Construction Update
2. COVID-19 Update
Executive Session: 
Adjournment 
Published: March 25, 2021
Rio Blanco Herald Times

from another state equal to the preference given 
or required by the state in which the nonresident 
bidder is a resident.
TITLE VI COMPLIANCE: The Rio Blanco County 
Road & Bridge Department is committed to 
compliance of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 
and related statutes.
BID AWARD: The Rio Blanco County Board of 
County Commissioners reserve the right to reject 
any or all bids; to waive any informalities in bids; 
and to accept the bid that, in the opinion of the 
Board, is in the best interest of the County of Rio 
Blanco, State of Colorado.
RIO BLANCO COUNTY
Dated: March 18, 2021
By:          Gary Moyer, Chairman
Published: March 18 and 25, 2021
Rio Blanco Herald Times

will affirmatively ensure that any contract entered 
into pursuant to this advertisement, disadvantaged 
business enterprises will be afforded full and fair 
opportunity to submit bids in response to this 
invitation and will not be discriminated against on 
the grounds of race, color, or national origin in 
consideration for an award.
The Bidder is hereby notified that this project 
is subject to FAA Federal Contract Provisions, 
including, but not limited to: Buy American 
Preference, Davis Bacon, Affirmative Action, 
Government-wide Debarment and Suspension, 
and Government-wide Requirements for Drug-Free 
Workplace.
No pre-bid conference will be held.
Owner: RIO BLANCO COUNTY
By:    SAMANTHA LOPEZ
Title:    AIRPORTS PROJECT COORDINATOR
Published: March 25 and April 1, 2021
Rio Blanco Herald Times
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Colorado Statewide

Network

 

  

HEARING AIDS!!! HOME BUSINESS
          OPPORTUNITY

To place a 25-word COSCAN Network ad in 91 Colorado 
newspapers for only $300, contact your local newspaper or 
call Colorado Press Association Network at 303-571-5117.

 
 Become an Enterpreneur it’s Easy
System provided for your Success!
     mydailychoice.com/reach4th
     Independent MDC Affiliated

             Buy one/get one FREE!!
    Nearly invisible, fully rechargeable
         IN-EAR NANO hearing aids 
   priced thousands less than competitors!
45-day trial!!! Call: 1-866-522-0708

PIONEERS MEDICAL 
CENTER

With the growth of  Pioneers Medical Center & Colorado 
Advanced Orthopedics Sports Medicine & Spine, we are 

excited to fill the following positions:

FULL TIME (Eligible for Benefits)
• Patient Care Tech
• Development Coordinator
• Registered Nurse Acute Care/ED
• Certified Nurse Aide - Home Health
• Home Health Care Services Director
• Meals on Wheels Volunteers
• Medical Laboratory Technician
• Pharmacy Technician
• Central Sterile Processing Tech
• Registered Nurse - Surgical Unit

To see full list of  open positions, see our website or 
scan the code below.

Complete an application online by scanning the 
code above or by navigating to

www.pioneershospital.org

EMPLOYMENT  
OPPORTUNITIES

• Case Aide, part-time
• Caseworker
• Family Engagement Facilitator
• Public Health Nurse
• Relief Control Room Operator
• Relief Radino Driver, Rng

For details and a Rio Blanco County 
application, please go to www.rbc.us or 
Rio Blanco County HR at 555 Main St., 
Meeker, CO. 970-878-9570.

ADA/EOE
BOARDS AND 

COMMISSIONS
Volunteer Opportunities

The following Boards have positions 
available. If you are interested in serv-
ing on one or more of the following 
Boards, please complete an Application 
for Board or Commission and return 
to:  HR, PO Box i, Meeker, CO  81641 
or hr@rbc.us, 970-878-9570. The 
Application can be found at the rbc.us 
website under Elected Offices & Boards.

• Columbine Park Board
• Community Services Block Grant 
Board (Min. requirements)
• Extension Advisory Board
• Health Board
• Historic Preservation Board
• Meeker Cemetery
• Meeker Library Board
• Planning Commission
• Weed Management 

CLASSIFIEDS BUSINESS  SERVICE

Casey Tech Services, LLC
For ALL

your local computer 
support needs!

MARTY CASEY
970.878.4650

support@caseytechservices.com

• Computer Diagnostics & Repair

• Virus & Spyware Clean-up &
Removal

• Audio/Visual Cabling & Consulting

• Residential & Business
Networking Solutions

Family Automotive

It’s not rocket science.

262 6th Street | PO Box 476 | Meeker, CO 81641

970-878-5606
Complete Automotive Repairs

Computer Diagnostics | Machining | Fabricating | Welding

Phil Mass
Mike Mohr

The Blind Guy Shades, LLC
Bringing Shade to Your Life

Regas K Halandras
Owner

PO Box 677
Meeker, CO 81641

970-629-9714
BlindGuyShades@gmail.com
www.skandiawf.com

-Custom Window Coverings
-Add Beauty to Any Window
-Increased Energy Effi ciency
-Shades, Shutters, Blinds
-Horizontal, Vertical, Black-Out
-Wood & Fabric
-Made in the USA

Kent Trunck | 720.276.3293 | catrimcon@gmail.com

Home Repairs
Renovations

Carpentry, Cabinets, 
Tile & More

Windows
Doors

Call 970-878-4017 or email ads@ht1885.com for more info.

Auto Glass Auto Body
Chip Repair Spray-In Bedliners

43904 highway 13
(located behind
Samuelson Hardware)

970-878-0000

Farm Bureau Insurance

James A. Amick
Agent
James.Amick@cfbmic.com

733 Main St.• PO Box 659• Meeker
Office: 970-878-3664  Fax: 970-878-3415  Cell: 970-942-8524

970-629-3605 • 970-439-5025
303 W. Main St., Rangely

BRENTON SERVICE COMPANY
Electrical • Refrigeration • Heating

Cooling • HVAC • Appliance Repair

Commercial • Residential • Industrial
24 HOUR SERVICE

Stewart Welding
98 County Road 46

• Trailer Axles & Accessories •
24 - Hour Service on Welding & Machine Work

Reflex Spray On Bedliner Dealer

Certified Oilfield Welders
Ed Stewart: 675-2063
SHOP PHONE: 675-8720

Our readers are
 your customers!

Advertise here for just $15/week!

ads@ht1885.com | 970.878.4017

WWW.CIMARRONTELECOMMUNICATIONS.COM

345 7th Street
Meeker, CO 81641

970-878-4421

YOUR LOCALLY OWNED
HIGH SPEED INTERNET SERVICE PROVIDER

Critters R Us Pest Control
Personal/Livestock & Property Protection | Wildlife Enhancement & Animal Exlusion Systems

BUGS, BED BUGS, 
FLIES, SPIDERS &

CRITTERS

Mice, bats, birds, beavers, 
squirrels, skunks, raccoons, 

voles, snakes & more!

Serving 
North West, Western, 

Central Colorado, 
Southwest Wyoming 

& More

970-824-5505
Cell 970-620-1454

Solutions to Your 
Pest & Nuisance 
Wildlife Problems

Member Colorado Wildlife 
Control Operators Association

Insured, Licensed by the 
Colorado Department of 

Agriculture #14056

KEVIN AMACK, AGENT
Rangely l Meeker

675-5455 878-4036

RIO BLANCO COUNTY

ELECTRICAL WORK
OF ALL KINDS

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

739 East Main Street, Rangely • 563 Market Street, Meeker

675-8368 • Alan Ducey • 878-4144
24-HOUR SERVICE

DUCEY’S
ELECTRIC

RANGELY

MEEKER

The HT is now offering:
Graphic design, Print and Digital Campaigns, Ad Design, Social Media 
Management, SEO, Branding, Brand Strategy, Logos, Video, Signage, 
Banners, Posters, Business Cards, Booklets, Brochures, and more! 
Select any option you need or choose a package!

Call or email to set up a  FREE consultation! 
ads@ht1885.com or 970.878.4017

ADD YOUR LISTING FOR $15/WEEK. FREE COLOR AND AD DESIGN INCLUDED!

FIREWOOD

635 E. Market St., Meeker

● $165.00 per cord or $1.30/cf ●
● Assorted hardwoods ●

● U Select, Load & Haul ●

HOURS: 
Sat. 

9a-12p

Let people know what 
you have to offer.

Advertise here for just $15/week!

ads@ht1885.com | 970.878.4017

Your Locally-owned Internet Service Provider
Meeker & Rangely • (970)878-4421

Our readers are 
your customers.

Advertise here for just $15/week!
ads@ht1885.com | 970.878.4017
PO BOX 720, MEEKER, CO 81641

Targeted advertising for your 
target market.

Advertise here for just $15/week!
ads@ht1885.com | 970.878.4017
PO BOX 720, MEEKER, CO 81641

970.878.4017 | ADS@HT1885.COM

Only 43% of people trust digital ads.

82%  trust print.
Make the power of print work for you 

with your community newspaper.

Email ads@ht1885.com or 
call 970-878-4017 to get started.

Diversify your marketing diet.

ads@ht1885.com | 970.878.4017
PO BOX 720, MEEKER, CO 81641

The Meeker Cemetery District is 
seeking seasonal, non-benefited 
laborers who can work outdoors 
32-40 hours per week. Duties include: 
perform manual labor, maintenance 
and repair of sprinkler hoses and 
systems, grounds maintenance 
and mowing. Must be able to lift, 
pull and carry 50lbs. Experience in 
small equipment like lawn mowers, 
weed eaters, and small landscaping 
equipment is a plus. Hiring range is 
$14-$18 DOE. You can pick up an 
application at the Meeker Highland 
Cemetery, 265 County road 4, 
between the hours of 8-5pm Monday 
through Friday. Applications will be 
accepted through April 5th

HIGH RISE TREE CARE LLC. 
Groundsman

Bucket-men / climbers
$15.00-$20.00 hr. Mon-thurs

Must have clean driving record
970-984-0202 
Scott Daniels

MOON LAKE ELECTRIC ASSOCIATION, INC. 
NOTICE OF JOB VACANCY

There is now an opening for the following position(s) and applications are 
being accepted. Any person wishing to apply for this position must complete an 
Employment Application form, available from the Manager-Personnel & Member 
Relations, or from Moon Lake’s internet site. 
Applications must be submitted by the date indicated. Every effort will be made to 
consider all applications submitted, regardless of date, but no guarantee is made 
for consideration of applications submitted after the deadline.  
Applications will be accepted for the following job opening in Rangely, Colorado: 

COLORADO MEMBER RELATIONS ASSISTANT
Position duties include working with consumers on service needs and coordinating 
with Operations, Finance, and Engineering Departments, while overseeing 
Colorado area production schedules. Advises and assists the Cooperative in 
planning, developing, and implementing effective programs and procedures 
in the Colorado area. Handles consumers inquires dealing with service, rates, 
policies, and procedures. Recommends changes when necessary. Represents 
the Cooperative at selected service clubs and organizations within the Colorado 
area. Coordinates with the Member Relations Department by developing and 
presenting programs to members concerning Cooperative theory, energy 
conservation, electric rates, safety, and other pertinent information. Works with 
local government to establish mutual respect and support. Acts as a backup to 
the Receptionist/Clerk when needed by referring phone calls from consumers 
and general public to appropriate personnel and records and assumes cashier 
duties as required. Acts as backup to the Meter Reader when needed and will 
be required to read and record electric meters, install and remove meters and 
connects or disconnects according to the delinquent procedure. Performs all other 
duties as required.    
Education/Experience 
High School education or equivalent required and post-high school secretarial/
computer training with emphasis on Google Products, Excel, MS Word, Database 
use, Mapping, and Right of Way Programs preferred with the ability to diagnose, 
inspect and troubleshoot electrical problems.   
Applications are available at Moon Lake Electric offices and Website.  Application 
deadline is April 15, 2021. 
*******************************************************************************************
NOTE: All applicants for employment have equal opportunity in employment 
without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability as 
defined by law, or any other status protected by law.

HELP WANTED

chance of all trades
Here to help you tackle that to-do list!

970.220.2228
chanceofalltrades@gmail.com

For all your 
"don't wanna" projects ...

If you're reading this, 
so are your potential customers ...

ads@ht1885.com | 970.878.4017
PO BOX 720, MEEKER, CO 81641

Be a smarter citizen for 
$3.33 a month.

theheraldtimes.com/subscribe | 970.878.4017

ADA/EOE
Subject to change at any time!

For details and an application, please 
visit our website at Meeker.k12.co.us

or Meeker School District Administration 
at 555 Garfield St., Meeker, CO

 970-878-9040

Employment Opportunities

MEEKER
SCHOOL
DISTRICT 
RE-1

Meeker Elementary School
· Elementary School Principal

Application Deadline April 1, 2021 
at 4:00 p.m. MST

Meeker High School
· Head Softball Coach

Application Deadline April 1, 2021 
at 4:00 p.m. MST

EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES

Lifeguards
- $12.32 - $15.60/hr
- part-time, non-benefited
- work up to 24 hours/wk

Custodian
- $13.40 - $17.78/hr
- part-time, non-benefited
- work up to 24 hours/wk

Seasonal Park Laborers
- $13.20 - $20.78/hr
- 40 hours/wk
- April 1 - Aug. 31

Guest Services Representative
- Full-time benefited and Part-time 
leave benefited
- $14.52 - $20.78/hr

Seasonal Recreation Assistant
- $12.32 - $15.50/hr
- work up to 40 hours/wk
- season April through August

For details and an application, go 
to www.ERBMRec.com or 101 

Ute Road, Meeker CO.
970-878-7417 

EOE

 

Noxious Weed Management weed sprayers 
needed. Must be 18 yrs old, good driving 
record. Experience a plus, but will train 
the right people. Pre-employment drug 
screening, 40-60 hrs per week. Good wages. 
970-260-5832

Customer Service 
Representative/Teller

Meeker
Bank Happy. Work Happy. Right 

Here. We are looking for a 
professional individual with strong 
customer service skills and cash 
handling experience to join our 

team. Banking experience is a plus. 
Excellent benefits, nice co-workers 

and on Fridays we wear jeans!    
Apply online at www.glacierbancorp.
com. Bank of the San Juans is an 

Equal Opportunity Employer

(970) 241-2871 • hrwco.org  

524 30 Road, Suite 3, Grand Junction, CO 81504 

HOMEOWNERS AND LANDLORDS

Call today to see  
if you qualify! 

(970) 773-9748

Electrical • Plumbing • Heating • Windows • Roofs •  Accessibility

The Housing Rehabilitation Program from 
Housing Resources could help YOU make health  

and safety repairs to your home and rentals!

HELP WANTED
HELP WANTED: 

SEASONAL

www.pioneershospital.org
www.rbc.us
http://www.theheraldtimes.com/subscribe
http://meeker.k12.co.us
http://www.erbmrec.com
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SILVER SAGE RV PARK RV 
314 E. Main Street. 
RV Spaces for rent. 

Managers: Dan & Debbie Shadlow 
(970)675-2259 or cell: (253)222-3261 or 

(253)222-3469

Rangely Duplex for Rent 1 or 2 bedroom 
duplex -Newly remodeled & landscaped. 
Please contact Rodney 970-462-6538 or Sandy 
970-462-6459.

SPACIOUS 2BD/1BA apartments available 
immediately. Owner pays trash, sewer, water 
and heating. Coin operated laundry on-site. 
$550/$600 monthly. 970-756-4895.

Commercial office space available in Hugus 
Building, downtown Meeker. 878-4138.

Wanted: Real Estate 
House and land, or just land, 10+ acres, 
must have water. olddog151@yahoo.com

STORAGE DEPOT 10x25 unit. 878-4808.

AVAILABLE NOW: Beautiful retail space 
downtown at 6th and Main in the historic 
Hugus Building. Call 970-878-4138 for details.

Apartment available for rent, 908 Market St. 
(across from car wash and Napa). 1 BDR/1 
BA, fully furnished, freshly remodeled (new 
appliances, paint, flooring, fixtures.) Utilities 
included. $550/mo., $350 security deposit. 
970-220-2150.

Standing Hay Opportunity. Please contact 
Erin 970-379-8623.

FOR SALE. Travel trailer. 1997 Thor 
Wanderer model 259FB SS TT with 127” 
slide out. Limited usage, stored under cover, 
Excellent condition. Asking  $7500.
Bill Mitchem, 402 S. Stanolind Ave., Rangely. 
629-1083

Annual Spring Consignment Auction 
Sat., April 10, 9 a.m.

2368 S. 1500 E. (Hwy. 40) in Vernal, Utah
Equipment of all kinds, Many Vehicles, Semi’s, 
Trailers, Campers, Boats, ATV’s, Side by Sides, 
Pipe, Generators, Air Compressors, Tires, Tools, 
Guns, Ammo, Saddles, Tack, Lawn and Garden 
items, Furniture and much, much more.
For More Information or to consign to this 
auction, please call ZJ Auction Service Inc. 
at 435-828-7424 or go to www.zjauction.com

Estate Auction
Saturday, March 27, 10 a.m.

350 Glaab Lane, Craig, Colorado
(4 1/2 miles west of Craig)

Smaller 4x4 tractor w/ loader, 4’ brush hog, 
torch set, tons of hand and power tools of 
all kinds, large safe, long ladders, very nice 
antique furniture - tables - shares - fireplace 
mantle - small butcher block - cowboy hats 
- knives, belt buckles, jewelry, 33 steins, 
hides, modern furniture, glassware, lots of 
cool collectables, electric chairs. 
For more information call Steve Claypoole, 
CP Auction Service, 970-260-5577. Must 
see web www.cpauction.com “Call us about 
a sale for you”

Moving, Irrigation, Farm and 
Ranch Auction

Saturday, April 3, 10:00 a.m.
500 DS Road, Glade Park, Colorado
(45 minutes west of Grand Junction, 
CO. on Colorado National Monument)

Outstanding-clean line of equipment and 
items. Mid range Kamatsu Excavator, N.H. 
round baler, Kuhn 12-wheel speed rake, 
bale processor w/ hydraulic shot-lift and 
feed, Hesston 840 16’ air ride swather, 23’ 
gooseneck tilt flatbed trailer, 30’ no-till folding 
grain drill, 18’ disc, JD small twine baler, 3 pt 
3 section harrow, quick attach grapple post 
digger and bale spear, JD 4630 dual or single 
axle tractor, Kubota tractor w/ loader, 3 pt 
round bale feeder, cattle-2 or 3 pairs - 3 to 
5 heifers, 40 joints 12” and 198 joints 8” not 
gated plastic pipe. 2-Wade Rain side rolls 
1-28’x40’ 4”-1 28’x40’ 5” to 4” w/ sprinklers 
and movers, 6” 100 H.P. Barnes Pump Shoots 
6” column of water, 430’ head height and one 
for parts, new fancy cattle chute, 30 panels, 
boat, 3 snow machines, tilt 2 place trailer, 
tools, torch set, 2 - 4 wheeler’s, furniture 
and household. For more info call Steve 
Claypoole, CP Auction Service 970-260-5577. 
Must see web www.cpauction.com “Call us 
about a sale for you”

FOR RENT - Halandras Building. Interior 
commercial office space. @425 sq feet. Two 
rooms. Off street parking Electricity included. 
Call 970-629-9714

Storage units for rent in Meeker. 
Rocky Mountain Storage 

1251 Market St. 
10x10 $50 per mo
5x10 $40 per mo

970-878-3700

The Dirty Details Cleaning Services LLC 
Will clean your Residence, Rental or 
commercial building, with over 30 years 
of experience let us take care of the Dirty 
Details. Free quotes and discounts for 
ongoing services. Rates depend on your 
cleaning needs. Meeker and surrounding area 
call 970-270-5142 or email reginaa1244@
gmail.com. 

ASK ABOUT OUR CNC MACHINING Can’t 
get a metal part? We can make all kinds of 
parts. We have CNC Machine equipment, 
lathe and tooling to do the job. Contact 
Phil at Family Automotive and Machine. 
(970)878-5606. 

MISCELLANEOUS

CAMPERS & RVS RENTALS: RANGELYRENTALS: MEEKER

FARM & RANCH

AUCTIONS

HHHHH
Western Slope In-Home Care 

www.westernslopehomecare.com
970-878-7008

ELDER CARE SERVICES

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WANTED

SERVICES

SAFEHOUSE 
If you are being abused physically or 

mentally, you can call SAFEHOUSE for 
confidential shelter and help.

878-3131

Veterans Service Offices Rio Blanco County: 
Veterans Service Officer - Joe Dungan, 
Wednesday, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m., County 
Administration Building, 200 Main Street Suite 
300, Meeker. 878-9690 office, 878-3219 home. 
Fax 878-9581. Rangely: Veterans Service 
Officer - Hoot Gibson, Tuesday and Thursday, 1 
p.m. to 3 p.m., County Annex, 17497 State Hwy 
64, Rangely. 878-9695 office, 675-2669 home. 

Pianist wanted for Sunday services at Meeker 
Christian Church. If interested, please contact 
Richard Ellsworth at 878-5318.

AA & Al-Anon Meetings - Rangely Alcoholics 
Anonymous - Open meetings Tues & Thurs, 7 
p.m., 115 Kennedy Dr., St. Timothy’s Episcopal 
Church, Rangely. 
Al-Anon meets Monday, 8:15 p.m., 207 S. 
Sunset, 1st Baptist Church, Rangely. Al-Anon 
info call 970-629-5064 or 970-629-2970. 
Women’s NA/AA meetings, Monday 1:30 p.m., 
St. Timothy’s. 

RIO BLANCO Masonic Lodge #80 meets 
2nd and 4th Thursday, 7:00 p.m., at 7th and 
Park, Meeker. 

RBC | Attention Rio Blanco County Veterans: 
Veterans may be eligible for mileage 
reimbursement for travel costs to receive VA 
medical care. If you do not currently receive 
VA travel compensation please contact the 
Rio Blanco County Veterans Service offices. 
Rangely: John ‘Hoot’ Gibson, 970-878-9695. 
Meeker: Joe Bob Dungan, 970-878-9690. Travel 
compensation is made possible through the 
Veterans Trust Fund Grant and VFW Post 5843.

Rangely Victim Services: An open door 
for the protection and care of abused and 
battered persons. Non-emergency call 
629-9691. Emergencies call 911. Providing 
assistance for victims of violent crimes.

REAL ESTATE CORNERREAL ESTATE CORNER

RESIDENTIAL
NEW! 760 2nd St. – New updates. This 3 bedroom 
2 bathroom home is situated in a great area of 
town and move-in ready. Recently updated with 
new paint, new carpets, stainless steel range, 
fridge & dishwasher, butcher block countertops 
and much more.  Large family room on the lower 
level and the main level living room has a rock 
fireplace. Beautiful views and large heated garage. 
REDUCED $237,500.
RANCHES
NEW! Ranch with lots of irrigation water, mead-
ows, gravel, pond and White River frontage west of 
Meeker. $900,000. Call for details!
NEW! 10,225 steel shop building with 14’ OH 
Doors on 25.185 acres west of Meeker.
Could be a part of great shop house. Has well 
water. $600,000. Call for details!

1001 County Rd. 36, Meeker - 145± total acres, 
ranch with 4 BD/3BA home, metal insulated shop, 
insulated barn and pipe corrals. Mostly irrigated 
with water and spring rights and creek. Only 3 miles 
from town. $1,200,000.
VACANT LAND
Vacant lot – 1176 Main St. Reduced to $19,500
Lot 8 – 1176 Main St., $27,500
5 acres vacant land in Cross L Estates – Realtor 
Owned, Owner Financing. $56,000.
Sanderson Hills Lots – Great building sites! Call 
for prices on individual lots!

COMMERCIAL
NEW-White River Condominiums on 680 Water 
St. 19 Units for sale with adjoining common area, 
park with access to the White River.  Call for detail!

All advertising is subject to errors, omissions or changes without notice.

Western Exposures
Realty, llc

ONEA MILLER ~ Broker ◆ oneamiller@gmail.com ◆ 970.321.2777
2777 CR 7, Meeker, CO ◆ westernexposures.com ◆ 970.878.5877

brooksrealtymeeker.com
(970)878-5858 or (970)756-8870 cell

u NEW! 50 E. Garfield St.— 2.5 lots (18,750 SF) 2 BD, 1 full BA. Older home w/ many 
electrical & plumbing upgrades. One car. attached garage. $115,000
u 1298 Cleveland St. — 4 BD, 2 BA home. $317,500. SOLD!
u 485 First St. — GREAT location! 3 BDR, 1 1/2 BA. $252,000. SOLD!

Celebrating 20 Years ~ Same office, Same Location!
Meeker, Colorado

970-878-4715

Assisting real estate buyers and sellers in the northwest Colorado area.
Sellers – Interview me before listing your property. 

I can make your selling experience pleasant.
Buyers – I can help you buy any property for sale in Colorado, 

at no charge to you.
Call Steve Wix - 3rd generation Meeker Native, serving buyers & sellers in 

the Meeker area since 1980. Cell 970-629-9990. 

Experience And Expertise Make All The Difference.

stevewix@backcountryrealty.com
www.backcountryrealty.com

*2101 Meath Drive, Meeker
*2052 I Road, Fruita, CO

SALE PENDING:

Member of Craig Board of Realtors & Aspen, Glenwood Springs, Rifle and Craig MLS. 
Providing International Exposure of Our Listings Since 1997!

*6500 County Road 7
2 Acres, Big home. $299,000.

BACK ON THE MARKET:

*1020 South Little Rancho Drive, Meeker - Sold For $575,000

RECENTLY SOLD:
NEW TBD CR 15-Land, 333.11± acres, domestic well 
in place, partially fenced w/great views. $599,250
Bear Mountain Inn-Income producing bed & break-
fast w/apartment unit and a beautiful yard. $595,000
NEW 631 Park Ave-5BD | 4BA | 3,412 SF home, vault-
ed ceiling, wood finishes, lg. heated garage. $450,000
1947 CR 12-3BD | 1BA log cabin with vaulted ceiling 
and fishing access on the White River. $250,000
NEW 1104 Jeanette Cir-3BD | 2BA single level home 
w/ nice views and two-car garage. $280,000
1959 CR 12-3BD | 1BA log cabin offering a rustic 
charwm, fishing, BLM+Forest access nearby. 
$250,000
1042 Park Ave-Classic 2 story 3BD | 1BA | 2,340 SF 
home w/rustic barn, 3 lg. lots+fruit trees. $195,000
1022 Julie Cir...............................................SALE PENDING
NEW 1124 Mark Cir..................................SALE PENDING
880 Main St....................................................SALE PENDING
NEW 1159 Bissell Cir........................................................SOLD
73209 Hwy 64......................................................................SOLD

Bear Mountain Inn

TBD C.R. 15

631 Park Ave.

N
EW

!

Sale Pending!

1947 C.R. 12

N
EW

!

333.11+/- Acres

Homes are still 
selling and we have 

buyers waiting! 

It’s a great time to 
list your property!

 Alpine West   

  Properties

LLC

Mallari Arnold
Associate Broker
970.420.0585
mallari.alpinewest@
gmail.com

Your Trusted Source for Anything 
& Everything Real Estate!

. FOR SALE IN MEEKER . 

Alex Plumb
Owner/Broker

970.420.8076
sold@alexplumb.

realtor
 Call or text us. We are happy to help!

1022 Julie Cir.

1104 Jeanette Cir.

N
EW

!

1157 Rd. 57: 673± acres on the White River with residence  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2,290,000
723 Market St.: Remodeled 21 room motel, bar/restaurant, office .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$975,000
1986 Rd. 41: 640 acres, hunting, grazing & recreation w/ home  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $799,000
223 8th St.: Prime location, retail business & spacious residence  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . PENDING
1751 Bright Water Ln.   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD
TBD Rd. 8: 12 .69 unencumbered acres, beautiful and unique location  .  .  .  .  .  . $480,000
Building Pad 30 miles east of Meeker: 29+ acres w/ fishing access  .  .  .  . $299,000
TBD N 6th St.: Acres, room to build your dream home  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $249,000
7.46 acres, E Market St.: Great highway visibility at HWY 13 & Road 8  .  . $245,000
1051 Lance Cir.: 3BD/2BA, open concept, garden lovers dream   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . PENDING
109 Market St.: Bustling location, vacant corner lot  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $175,000
Ridge Estates: 18 2-5 acre lots, next to golf course  .  .  .  .  .  .Prices $45,000 - $160,000
1189 Andrea Cir.: Valley views & southern exposure, 14,740 sq . ft . vacant lot .  .  .  .$29,000
TBD Rd. 33  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .PENDING

www .Streamline-Realty .com
YourMeekerExpert@gmail .com

970 .878 .7700 ∙ 970 .623 .2900
600 Main Street · Meeker, CO

To advertise your listings, 
email ads@ht1885.com or 

call 970-878-4017.

Editorial Deadline
Mondays, 5 p.m. 

editor@ht1885.com

Display Advertising 
Deadline: 

Mondays, 5 p.m. 
ads@ht1885.com

Classified/Legal 
Deadline: 

Tuesdays, 3 p.m.
ads@ht1885.com

You can send story 
ideas and news tips to 
editor@ht1885.com, 

call 970.878.4017 
or message us 

on Facebook or 
Instagram.

The Reporter's Shield 
Law gives journalists 

the right to protect the 
identity of any source 

who would like to 
remain anonymous.

The naked truth is always better
than the best-dressed lie.

~ Ann Landers

Name _____________________________________________________________
Mailing Address____________________________________________________
Telephone Number _________________________________________________
Email address _____________________________________________________

Are  you gifting this subscription to someone else? Please provide their info. below.
Name _____________________________________________________________
Mailing Address_____________________________________________________

 

INFORMED CITIZENS ARE THE BEST CITIZENS!
Check one:
❑ I am including a check with this form. Please make checks payable to the Herald Times.

❑ Please charge my credit card (please circle which option you'd prefer in the table to the right  >>>>>>>>>>)

Card# _______________________________________________   Ex._______   3-digit code_______
Billing Address_____________________________________________________________________

Return this form to Rio Blanco Herald Times, PO Box 720, Meeker, CO 81641 with your 
payment. Questions? Call 970-878-4017 or email accounts@ht1885.com.

IN-COUNTY OUT-OF-
COUNTY

6 MONTHS: 
$25

6 MONTHS: 
$35

ONE YEAR: 
$40

ONE YEAR: 
$60
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$75
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$110
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ONLY: $25

ONLINE 
ONLY: $25
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