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H E R A L D  T I M E S P H O T O
Traci Tomashosky (left) and Brittney Shonk visited the HT studio to dis-
cuss the Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) program for children.

BY LUCAS TURNER
lucas@ht1885.com

RBC I  “The big thing with 
that awareness is understanding that 
it is something that's happening in 
our community” said Traci Gurley-
Tomashosky, Executive Director 
of CASA of the Ninth, an advocacy 
organization for abused and neglected 
children in the 9th Judicial District 
of Colorado. She spoke with the HT
this week to kick off Child Abuse 
Prevention Awareness month in April.

Last year in the 9th Judicial 
District (Rio Blanco, Garfield, Pitkin 
counties) 2,341 calls were made to 
report suspected child abuse or neglect. 
Of those calls, more than 1,500 were 
moved to “open assessments and 
referrals.”

Those who call to report suspected 
abuse (often educators) make use of a 
confidential number to do so, which is 
1-844-CO4KIDS or 1-844-264-5437. 
"All of those calls are counted, and all 
of those stories are heard, so it matters, 
it really matters,” said Tomashosky, 
adding, “If you see something, say 
something." 

“CASA” is an acronym for Court 
Appointed Special Advocate, a 
volunteer who, following extensive 
background checks and special training, 
can be appointed by a judge to a 
child abuse/neglect case. Tomashosky 
described these volunteers as the 
“North Star” for children of all ages 
who may need support following abuse 
or neglect, trauma, being separated 
from family members, a whirlwind of 
court dates, foster families, forensic 
interviews and so on. 

Volunteer advocates can assist 
children in a variety of ways, from 
offering emotional support to assessing 
safety and living conditions, among 
other activities.

“It's kind of a really good friendship, 
a supportive person for that child,” 
said Brittney Shonk, Supervising 
Director for CASA volunteers in Rio 
Blanco County. As part of her job, 
she coordinates training and offers 
ongoing support for local volunteers 
who aspire to become CASAs, or 
who already have been assigned to a 
case. “Volunteers like to participate in 
school, check up with teachers, check 
grades and help them if they're falling 
behind, observe visitation between 
parents, go to the park, go to the 
library and read,” said Shonk, speaking 
from personal experience. As one of 
the first RBC volunteers for CASA in 
2018, she recalled feeling “rattled” by 
some of the early training materials “I 
remember sitting in those trainings, and 
she put something up on the whiteboard 
and we'd have to listen to a recording, 
and I just, my jaw hit the floor, this 
is really what life is like. Some kid is 
really making this 911 call right now,” 

said Shonk. 
Shonk completed training, and 

began the important work of advocating 
for and amplifying the needs of local 
children who have suffered abuse and 
neglect.

“All the children we serve here, it's 
right here. It's not somewhere else in 
the state. It’s not in some faraway place. 
It's all the kids right here that most of 
us know, and it's pretty staggering,” 
Shonk said.

Ultimately, CASA staff and 
volunteers aim to promote the best case 
outcomes for children, whether that 
means “bringing their voice to court,” 
or helping them find “a safe, permanent 
forever home” for those who wind up 
in foster care long-term. According 
to Executive Director Tomashosky, 
children who have CASAs on their 
case are far less likely to have social/
emotional trauma, drop out of school, 
or re-enter the court system later in life.

While not everyone is able to 
volunteer for what can be a very 
emotionally taxing job, there are other 
ways to help create better outcomes 
for children, including one most 
directly associated with CASA’s work. 
“Keeping our kids in foster homes 
locally is something that's really 
important, and something that we really 
need in Rio Blanco County especially,” 
said Tomashosky. Shonk reiterated that 
local foster homes allow children in 
need of a safe place to — despite 
any trauma — remain connected to 
their community, attend school and see 
their friends, which can help children 
achieve permanence after trauma faster. 

Lastly, aside from memorizing the 
mantra, “if you see something, say 
something,” and knowing how to report 
suspected child abuse/neglect, people 
can also support CASA’s work via 
donations and fundraisers. Smoking 
River Brewery is a local example of 
this type of support. For the month 
of April, the brewery is offering a $1 
donation for every pint sold of a special 
Doppelbock beer. 

Additional efforts to raise awareness 
of the issue this month include flyers 
around town, and blue pinwheels at the 
RBC courthouse, meant to catch the 
attention of passersby, all places you 
can find more information, including 
the confidential hotline for reporting 
suspected abuse. That number is 1-844-
264-5437.

For those looking to volunteer, ask 
questions or otherwise get involved 
locally, email Brittney Shonk 
(brittney@casaoftheninth.org) "Just be 
that friend, who is there to support 
them through a very scary time, a very 
unsure time of their lives, and it creates 
some really special bonds, and trusting 
relationships between our volunteers 
and our kids,” said Shonk.

You can find more information at 
casaoftheninth.org

BY NIKI TURNER
editor@ht1885.com

MEEKER I Gather those pennies from those cup holders, ashtrays, junk drawers, 
sofa cushions, or wherever they’re collecting for a good cause. Between April 11-22, 
pennies collected at 13 participating local businesses in Meeker will be matched by 
Mountain Valley Bank (MVB) — up to 100,000 pennies — and donations made to 
HopeWest and the Meeker Education Foundation.

The penny drive, in its second year, is part of the bank’s Red Letter Day celebration 
on April 26, which will include an all-day Open House. Since 2015, MVB has 
celebrated the anniversary of its renovated building being listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places.

The building was originally constructed by the Independent Order of Odd Fellows 
(I.O.O.F.), a fraternal organization with history dating back to at least the 1600s. 

“The Odd Fellows 
started as a way to care 
for their members in a 
time when there were no 
systems in place to ensure 
one’s welfare, health or 
job protection. Back in 
the early days, insurance 
companies and government 
programs that provided sick 
and death benefits did not 
actually exist. Sickness or death of a breadwinner frequently meant poverty and the 
responsibility of burial depended on the family. During the 19th century, life insurance 
was available only to the wealthy and beyond the financial ability of the average 
working class. For these reasons the Independent Order of Odd Fellows took on the 
responsibilities of visiting the sick, burying the dead, educating the orphans and caring 
for the widows as a way to support widows, orphans and families in need.” (from The 
History and Manual of Odd Fellowship)

The missions of HopeWest and the Meeker Education Foundation fit well with that 
Odd Fellows charter, says MVB President Tawny Halandras. 

Last year people not only brought their penny collections to the bank (they need 
to go to the participating businesses). In a surprise move last year, people wanted to 
exchange bills for rolls of pennies, and the bank ran out of pennies. Halandras said this 
year they’re prepared in case that happens again. “We’ve been saving pennies.” 

Pennies are being collected at the following 13 randomly selected businesses: McGuire 
Auto Parts, Meeker General Mercantile, Gofer Foods, White River Convenience, 
Wendll’s, Smoking River Brewing Co., Grant Family Dentistry, the Meeker Sweet 

Shop, Nana Goose, Mtn. Made Trading Co., Chippers, NAPA Auto 
Parts and Watt’s Ranch Market. 

Halandras said she hopes the penny drive will get people into 
local businesses. The business that collects the 
most pennies will win a cheese board from Blanco 

Cellars and The Little Cheese Shop. 
Look for penny collection 

containers on Monday, 
April 11, giving 
everyone a few days 
to collect all those 

stray coins.

Mountain Valley Bank 
begins annual penny 

drive for HopeWest, MEF

Saturday: 60s/30s

Sunday: 50s/20s
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Speaking of pennies, 
here are some things you 
may not know about the 
humble coin:

■ Pennies are NOT 
made of copper. The 
modern one-cent coin is 
actually composed mainly 
of zinc with a copper 
coating.

■ Abraham Lincoln 
was the first historical 
figure to be on a U.S. coin. 
He was first portrayed 
on the penny in 1909, to 
commemorate his 100th 
birthday. The Lincoln 
penny was also the first 
U.S. cent to include the 
words “In God We Trust.”

■ A penny costs 1.82 
cents to manufacture. 
Between production costs 
and shipping, the one-cent 
coin cost $0.0182 each. 
This comes to $69 million 
in losses compared to their 
total value.

■ When spinning a 
penny, the chances of 
landing on tails is 80%. 
Spinning a coin is often 
believed to be a 50-50 
proposition. However, 
when it comes to the 
penny, the side with 
Lincoln’s head is a bit 
heavier than the flip side. 
The coin’s center of mass 
ends up lying more toward 
heads. Moreover, flipping a 
coin is not 50-50, but 51-49, 
biased towards the side 
that was initially facing up.

■ In 1987, an 18-year-
old freshman raised 
$28,000 by collecting a 
penny from 2.8 million 
people. Mike Hayes, a 
student at the University 
of Illinois, came up with an 
idea to raise the money he 
needed for college tuition. 
He contacted a newspaper 
columnist at the Chicago 
Tribune and asked him to 
write his readers a simple 

request: send a penny. 
They sent 90,000 letters 
and about 2.9 million 
pennies which more than 
covered his tuition.

■ The oddly familiar 
smell that comes from 
pennies (and other coins) 
is actually a human body 
odor. The smell is produced 
when human sweat reacts 
with the metal and creates 
that metallic smell.

■ The first design for the 
penny had the inscription 
“Mind Your Business”. 
The coin was designed 
by Benjamin Franklin and 
only minted in 1787. It was 
replaced by the one-cent 
piece with the motto “E 
pluribus unum”, Latin for 
“Out of many, one”.

■ On average, the 
penny can only circulate 
for about 25 years. After 
that time, they become too 
worn to be used. However, 
consider that the average 
dollar only lasts for only 
18 months, so pennies 
have quite the lifespan 
comparatively.

■ In 1992 Australia 
removed their one (and 
two) cent coins from 
circulation. Inflation and 
the high cost of bronze 
reduced their value. After 
removal, the coins were 
melted down and used to 
make the bronze medals 
for the 2000 Sydney 
Summer Olympics.

■ 16 pennies stacked 
equals 1 inch and 16 
pennies in a line equals 
1 foot. Depending on the 
age of the pennies, your 
mileage may vary as wear 
and tear could affect the 
thickness.

■ Pennies extended 
cash transactions by about 
two seconds. A joint study 
with National Association 
of Convenience Stores and 

Walgreens showed that 
handling pennies added 
the extra time. The same 
study showed that the 
average consumer made 
23 cash transactions in a 
single month. That comes 
out to an hour or two per 
year dealing with pennies.

■ There are more one-
cent coins produced than 
any other denomination. 
The US Mint ships more 
pennies for circulation 
than all other coins 
combined. In 2017, 8.4 
billions pennies were 
shipped, the next closest 
coin was the dime with 2.4 
billion.

■ Two-thirds of the 
pennies produced in the 
US in the last 30 years have 
dropped out of circulation. 
According to Philip Diehl, 
the former director of the 
US Mint, the majority of 
pennies wind up in penny 
jars, sock drawers, banks, 
or the trash.

■ There is a penny lobby 
that works in opposition 
to the elimination of the 
penny from American 
currency circulation. The 
lobby is called Americans 
for Common Cents and 
was established in 1990. 
It is a consortium of 50 
groups that represent 
the zinc industry, which 
supplies most of the metal 
used in pennies.

■ The official name 
for a penny is not penny. 
A ‘One Cent Piece’ or 
‘Cent’ is the official U.S. 
name for the penny. The 
misnomer comes from 
the early equating of the 
denomination with the 
British Penny which had 
similar value.

Source: https://15facts.com/
facts-about-the-penny/

PENNY P WER

See a penny, pick it up,
All day long you'll have good luck.

Give it to a faithful friend,
then your luck will never end.

CASA volunteers key 
to success for abused, 
neglected children

mailto:lucas@ht1885.com
mailto:brittney@casaoftheninth.org
http://casaoftheninth.org
mailto:editor@ht1885.com
http://facts.com/facts-about-the-penny/
http://facts.com/facts-about-the-penny/
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A U C T I O N !
Annual Spring

Consignment Auction 
Sat., Apr. 9, 9 a.m. 

2368 S. 1500 E. 
(Hwy. 40) in Vernal, Utah

Equipment of all kinds, many 
vehicles, semi’s, trailers, campers, 
boats, ATV’s, snowmobiles, pipe, 
generators, air compressors, 
tools, snow blower, guns, ammo, 
saddles, tack, yard and garden 
items, lawn mowers, household 
furniture, antiques and collectibles, 
and much more! 

For More Information or to 
consign to this auction, please 
call ZJ Auction Service Inc. at 

435-828-7424 or go to 
www.zjauction.com

BY NIKI TURNER
editor@ht1885.com

MEEKER I Meeker’s 
Board of Trustees opened 
three bids for the Garfield 
Street water line replace-
ment Tuesday in regular 
business. Bids received 
were from Johnson 
Construction Inc. out 
of Rifle, Colorado, for 
$758K;  Duran and Pierce 
Contractors of Craig, 
Colorado, for $684K;  
and TDA Construction of 
Meeker for $448K. The 
bid will be awarded at the 
next meeting after review 
by the Public Works 
Department. Trustees also 
awarded the bid for the 
annual crack seal street 
project to Rocky Mountain 
Asphalt for $32K. It was 
the sole bid received for 
the project. 

The board also 

approved a building permit 
fee waiver of $11,436 for 
Pioneers Medical Center’s 
latest expansion project on 
the orthopedic clinic. PMC 
CEO Liz Sellers presented 
the board with documenta-
tion regarding the growth 
at the hospital in the last 
two years, including an 
increase in staff from 174 
to 254 employees, as well 
as added care services. 

Sellers said housing 
issues are a concern at the 
hospital, and for the rest of 
the community.  

“We want to keep our 
employees in the commu-
nity,” she said. The hos-
pital is maintaining 33 
apartments, more than 20 
of which house permanent 
employees. 

The remainder of the 
meeting involved discus-
sion between town trust-
ees and ERBM staff and 

board members regarding 
the Request for Proposals 
for design and engineering 
on Phase II of the Circle 
Park project. 

The RFP will be pub-
lished in April, with bid 
openings expected in May. 

The motion to approve 
the RFP with discussed 
amendments passed, with 
Trustee Travis Day oppos-
ing.

Town Manager Mandi 
Etheridge officially intro-
duced new Town Planner 
Carly Thomson to the 
trustees, updated the board 
on the status of the Office 
of Just Transition grant 
process, renovations to 
the second floor of town 
hall for the Chamber of 
Commerce offices, and 
said the police department 
is still looking to fill an 
open patrol officer posi-
tion. 

PMC building permit fee 
waived, Circle Park Phase II 
discussed at town council

��������������

CA I T L I N  W A L K E R  P H O T O S
A good chunk of the town turned out to celebrate Dr. Albert Krueger's 
“transition” from decades of practicing medicine at Pioneers Medical 
Center with a celebration at Smoking River Brewing Co. last weekend.  
(Top) Dr. Krueger accepted a gift from Charlotte Babcock, daughter of 
Chris and Heather Babcock.

CHOCOLATE

April
13WE

DN
ES

DA
Y

5:30 -

8:00 P.M.

I N R A N G E L Y A T T H E

O L D A C E H I

RIO BLANCO COUNTY
STATE OF THE RIVER EVENT

J o i n t h e C o l o r a d o R i v e r D i s t r i c t &

R i o B l a n c o W a t e r C o n s e r v a n c y D i s t r i c t f o r

PLEASE RSVP ON OUR WEBSITE:
bit.ly/rioblancoSOR22

Potato Bake Dinner Provided
F R E E - M U S T R S V P

http://www.zjauction.com
mailto:editor@ht1885.com
https://blancocellars.com/
bit.ly/rioblancoSOR22
http://www.coloradoadvancedorthopedics.com
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FROZEN

DAIRY
10 oz. Caciq Rancho

QUESO FRESCO............................................
$299

1 doz. Food Club

LARGE EGGS..................................................
$149

16 oz. Food Club

SOUR CREAM...................................................
$129

16 oz. Food Club

COTTAGE CHEESE ...................................
$129

22 oz. Kozy Shack

TAPIOCA PUDDING ................2for   
$5

16.5 oz. Pillsbury

COOKIES ....................................................................
$329

16 oz. Pillsbury Ready To Bake Chocolate Chip

COOKIES ....................................................................
$329

6 oz. Yoplait

YOGURT..........................................................10for   
$6

8 oz. Food Club Shredded or Block

CHEESE...............................................................3for   
$5

32 oz. Cache Valley

SHREDDED CHEESE ......................
$699

16 ct. Kraft Sliced

AMERICAN CHEESE ........................
$399

PRODUCE

2 ct.

HOT POCKETS ..........................................2for   
$5

17.5-48 oz. Rhodes

ROLLS............................................................................
$399 

16 oz. Ben & Jerry's

ICE CREAM.......................................................
$399

8 oz. Kraft

COOL WHIP.......................................................
$199

18 oz. InnovAsian

MEALS ........................................................................
$599

GROCERY
23.9-24 oz. Food Club

PASTA SAUCE.........................................3for   
$5

6 oz. Food Club

BLACK OLIVES..............................................
$139

64 oz. Food Club Cocktail

CRANBERRY JUICE.............2for   
$5

12-12 oz. La Croix

SPARKLING WATER...........2for   
$9

4 lb. Food Club

GRANULATED SUGAR ..........
$249

16 oz. Food Club

SALAD DRESSING.......................2for   
$4

20-30 oz. Best Foods 

REAL MAYONNAISE ...............
$599

22-28 oz. Bush's Baked or

GRILLIN' BEANS ..................................
$279

4.6-4.7 oz. Food Club

BOXED POTATOES.......................4for   
$5

14.5 oz. Food Club Beef or

CHICKEN BROTH ...........................69¢
5.5 oz. Pringles

CHIPS...............................................................................
$199

16 oz. Kraft

SALAD DRESSING..........................
$279

30 oz. Kraft

MIRACLE WHIP.....................................
$499

24.2-30.5 oz. Folgers

COFFEE..........................................................................
$799

15.25 oz. Betty Crocker

CAKE MIX.................................................................
$129

250 ct. Simply Done

EVERYDAY NAPKINS ......2for   
$3

24 ct. Simply Done Clear

ASSORTED CUTLERY .........99¢

MEAT
Boneless Pork

TENDERLOIN ................................................
$299

Boneless

RIBEYE STEAK .........................................
$999       

20 oz. Food Club

BACON..........................................................................
$699   

16 oz. Swaggerty

MILD SAUSAGE ROLL ............
$349

/lb. 

/lb. 

1 lb. Food Club

Butter
$349

6 oz. Food Club

Stuffing Mix

4 for $5

970.878.5868 ■ 271 E. MARKET  ■ MEEKER, COLORADO
Open seven days a week ■ 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday through Saturday ■  8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday

Prices effective April 7th through April 20th, 2022

6 oz. Blueberries or

BLACKBERRIES ...........................2 for   
$5

Fresh

ASPARAGUS.................................................
$149

Ripe

AVOCADOS ................................................2 for   
$3

Red Grape

TOMATOES.........................................................................99¢
Ripe

MANGOS ...............................................................99¢
Jalapeño

PEPPERS..................................................99¢/lb.
Red On The Vine

TOMATOES .......................................99¢/lb.
Roma

TOMATOES.............................................99¢/lb.
10 lb. bag

RUSSET POTATOES.........................
$299

5 lb. bag

RED POTATOES...........................2 for   
$5

1 lb. bag

LIL POTATOES ................................2 for   
$7

Fresh

YAMS .............................................................................
$149

12 oz. Green Giant Fresh

BRUSSEL SPROUTS .......2 for   
$7

9 oz. Green Giant Halved

BRUSSEL SPROUTS .......2 for   
$7

32 oz. Baby Cut

CARROTS .....................................................2 for   
$5

Baker

POTATOES..........................................69¢/lb.
Loose

RED POTATOES....................69¢/lb.
Zucchini or

YELLOW SQUASH...........99¢/lb.

/lb. 

/lb. 

Choice

Lemons

2 lb. Food Club Light or Dark Brown Sugar or

Powdered Sugar

2 for $3

2 for $1 

Sportsman's Club 
meeting April 7
�������� The Meeker 
Sportsman's Club regular 
monthly meeting will be 
this Thursday April 7,  at 
7 p.m. at WREA Kilowatt 
Korner.

Glow in the dark 
Easter egg hunt
�������� Join us in Elk’s 
Park to hunt for eggs in 
the dark. You will need 
to bring a flashlight and 
something to put your 
eggs in. Prizes will be 
won by all! Register at 
Rangely Rec Center by 
April 5.
When: April 8, 8:45 p.m.
Who: 6 years and young-
er
Children younger than 6 
are welcome but must be 
accompanied by an adult.
Cost: $8 per participant

Historical society 
quarterly meeting
������The quarterly 
gathering for members 
(and those who would 
like to be members) of 
the Rio Blanco County 
Historical Society will be 
held this Sunday, April 10 
at 1 p.m. at the Heritage 
Cultural Center on Park 
Ave. in Meeker. Bring a 
dish to share if you can. 
Students from Barone 
Middle School will be 
sharing their competitive 
history projects. Call the 
White River Museum at 
970-878-9982 for more 
information.

Library book club
���������The book 
club will be reading 
"Homegoing" by Yaa 
Gyasi. We will discuss the 
book on Monday, April 11 
at 1 p.m. at Meeker Public 
Library. All are welcome 
to join in the fun.

Free legal clinic
���������The next free 
legal clinic in Meeker will 
be Wednesday, April 13 
from 2-5 p.m. for par-
ties without an attorney. 
Volunteer attorneys will 
assist one-on-one via 
computer link. Contact 
the Meeker Public Library 
at 970-878-5911 to be 
added to the sign-up 
sheet. Space is limited. 

Rangely Rec pool 
Easter egg hunt
�������� Come enjoy a 
fun way of hunting Easter 
eggs. You’ll have a chal-
lenge looking for eggs in 
the pool (sectioned off by 
age groups). Prizes will 
be awarded for golden 
eggs found, so ‘hop’ on in 
and don’t forget to bring a 
waterproof bag to collect 
your findings.
When: April 14, 7:30 p.m. 
SHARP
Where: Rangely Rec 
Center
Who: All children welcome
Cost: FREE with a dona-
tion to the Rangely Public 
Schools Backpack pro-
gram. Items for donation 
include, but are not limit-
ed to, individual prepack-
aged items (granola bars, 
fruit snacks, oatmeal, 
cup-o noodles, etc.)

Ranch roping 
fundraiser
�������� Open Range 
Cowboy Church of 
Meeker presents its first 
annual ranch roping 
event and silent auction 
at the Rio Blanco County 
Fairgrounds on April 23, 
2022 starting at 9:30 a.m. 
The event is a fundrais-
er for the Open Range 
Rodeo Bible Camp to be 
held in June. For more 
information, please call 
or text Clayton Patrick 
at 970-846-5294 or Tom 
Moulden at 970-260-6820.

����
�
���
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CA I T L I N  W A L K E R  P H O T O
Tuesday, April 5, was a bad day for area trees and the various things they fell on, like this Chevy truck. Wind gusts took out 
several pines, rolled a trampoline down Main Street and generally wreaked havoc on anything that wasn't strapped down.
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By NIKI TURNER
editor@ht1885.com

Lest any of us think the sudden show 
of concern about election integrity in 
RBC is a unique idea springing from 

local issues, it’s become clear this is part of 
a larger narrative at play. 

It reminds me of playing Monopoly 
with my parents and their friends (only 
child, here, my options were limited). At 
some point in the game, someone would make a move, or 
demand rent on Park Place, thereby aggravating another 
player, at which point the rules would be brought out, read 
aloud, and argued over until someone quit, acquiesced, or, in 
one particularly memorable instance, stood up from the table 
and “accidentally” unplugged the new, electronic version we 
were using. 

During those Monopoly disputes, I recall lengthy debates 
about the interpretation of the written rules. The adoption 
of new rules were suggested, argued, discarded. Eventually, 
board games were no longer part of those evening gatherings, 
and when I had children of my own, board games came with 
baggage from my childhood…  I expected every board game 
to end in a minor war.  

Lesson?  When you don’t like the outcome of the contest, 
demand a do-over, or just unplug the equipment. Surely that 
will solve the problem, right?  

I don’t think so. 
Is that where we’re headed when it comes to our election 

process?  Making voting so contentious and difficult people 
just don’t bother?  It’s not like everyone votes now, even 
though they can. 

Let’s not forget it’s been barely more than a century 
since women were allowed to vote (and then only after a 
lengthy fight). We’ve been using machines in one form or 
another to vote since the 1890s, to speed up the process 
and to improve accuracy and fairness. Just in my lifetime 
rules were established to guarantee voting accessibility to 
the disabled. Mail-in ballots and longer periods for polling 
places to be open increased accessibility for the elderly who 
can’t get out to vote without assistance, stay-at-home moms, 
and the rest of us who have jobs to go to on election day. In 
short, the historical trend of the U.S. regarding voting has 
been inclusion, not exclusion;  improved access and ease, not 
added difficulty. And that's how it should be, in my opinion.

By KAYE SULLIVAN
Special to the Herald Times

The recent much 
publicized event of 
Will Smith smacking 

Chris Rock at the televised 
Oscar awards show is a sad 
reminder of the degree to 
which our society has lost the 
norms of respect and civility.

To me, both men were 
wrong, but we should be 
able to learn from this sad, 
contentious event.

It is not OK to make fun 
of other people’s appearance 
or health status. For example, 
you would not poke fun at a 
woman’s hair loss caused by 
chemo treatments. We don’t 
jeer at bald men or those 
guys with obvious bald spots.

It’s tasteless and rude 
to joke about other people 
without considering their 
feelings and reactions. Some 

people seem to think it is 
funny to pick on, poke at, and 
irritate others to get a rise out 
of them. Something that is 
humorous to these folks can 
be very painful to others.

Rude Facebook 
comments are especially out 
of control without people 
having to take responsibility 
for their offensiveness. 
Whether it is presidential 
debates, public media, or 
Hollywood stars, respect is 
always called for. 

Chris Rock, you were 
wrong to make a joke 
about a woman’s health and 
baldness. I bet if someone 
picked on your wife in a 
similar way, you would be 
upset too.

But, Will Smith, you 
were wrong also to respond 
with violence. If we all went 
around punching folks in the 
face when they offended us, 
we would have bloody noses 

most of the time. 
Public displays 

of violence send 
the wrong message 
to everyone 
and especially 
our children. 
You famous 
e n t e r t a i n e r s 
and athletes are 
supposed to 
be role models, not make 
disrespect and violence seem 
acceptable.  Just because 
you have wealth, status, and 
handsome clothes doesn’t 
excuse you from behaving 
civilly.

I do understand that 
having one’s spouse 
humiliated in public and 
on television would upset 
any of us. In the heat of the 
moment, it would be hard 
to curb those instant, angry 
reactions. To pretend like it 
didn’t hurt or offend would 
not be authentic.

And, I don’t 
believe people 
should get away 
with offensive 
communications 
without being 
held accountable. 
But, please don’t 
hit people to try 
to resolve the 
situation.

My hope is that somehow, 
we can all regain a degree of 
respect and civility. Whether 
that’s the pointed comments 
in Heral d  Tim es Letters to the 
Editor, county commissioner 
meetings, political races, 
angry Facebook posts, or 
ugly public behavior, I think 
we can do better. 

Civility occurs by 
demonstrating it in our own 
behavior and holding others 
to standards of respectful 
behavior at all times. Being 
polite is always a choice 
even when it is hard to do.
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By DOLLY VISCARDI
Special to the Herald Times

Most every neighborhood has 
one — the house that is 
crawling with cats. A single 

occupant can be spotted carrying 
feeding bowls out to a porch or front 
step and if the legend or label fits, 
a “Crazy Cat Lady” appears. An 
endless stream of felines come out 
from hiding places under the porch 
or behind bushes and garden patches.  
According to our neighborhood 

pals, the number of felines 
that exceed an acceptable 
number of stray or indoor 
cats to earn a tongue-in-
cheek honorific were usually 
more than a few. 

     Those houses we 
passed each day always 
belonged to women, who 
appeared to live alone. As 
a newspaper columnist in our region 
of Ohio, my mother’s penchant for 
finding homes for abandoned cats 
and kittens became well-known. 

People knew how much she 
loved cats and how sorry 
she felt each time she heard 
of ones who had to go to 
new homes. She began to 
be known for finding the 
best homes in emergencies. 
While there was no visible 
drop off box spot on our 
front porch, the number of 

folks who seemed to need to find 
a home for their well-loved pets or 
a full cardboard box of unexpected 

Cats

Respect and civility

Dolly 
Viscardi

Join our growing congregation in celebrating EASTER 
at Meeker United Methodist Church! 

809 Park Ave., Meeker, Colorado
970.878.5904 | meekerumc@gmail.com www.meekerumc.org

April 10th

Palm Sunday
Children’s Procession and special singing

10:00 a.m., Meeker United Methodist Church 
Sanctuary, 809 Park Ave.

April 15th

Good Friday
Stations of the Cross at Noon, Downtown

Good Friday Service in Sanctuary, 6:00 p.m.

April 17th

Easter
Sunrise Service with Church at Meeker 

6:30 a.m., 1032 Jennifer Drive

Resurrection Celebration Service
10:00 a.m., Meeker United Methodist Church 

Sanctuary, 809 Park Ave.

u See LOOSE ENDS, Page 6
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THOUGHTS EXPRESSED ON OPINION PAGES ARE EXCLUSIVELY THOSE 
OF THE WRITER AND DO NOT REFLECT THOSE OF THE HERALD TIMES. 
INFORMATION CONTAINED ON THE OPINION PAGES HAS NOT BEEN FACT-
CHECKED. LETTERS ARE PRINTED IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER BY LAST NAME. 
SUBMIT SIGNED LETTERS ON MATTERS OF LOCAL INTEREST TO EDITOR@
HT1885.COM, MAIL TO PO BOX 720, MEEKER, CO 81641 OR DROP OFF AT 
304 4TH ST., MEEKER. THERE IS NO CHARGE. WE WILL NOT PUBLISH LIBEL, 
SLANDER OR HATE SPEECH. DUE TO SPACE CONSTRAINTS, WE REQUEST 

SUBMISSIONS OF 500 WORDS OR LESS. 

Citiz ens of  R io B lanco County alert
Dear Editor:

Citizens of Rio Blanco County, I am inviting you to 
attend a very important Rio Blanco County work session 
and regular meeting being held on Tuesday, April 12, 2022. 
Items to be considered include a resolution to defund the 
County’s voting machine and expending a large sum of 
money from the Oil Shale Trust Fund (County Capital Trust 
Fund), which was created in 1982 to provide opportunities 
for grants to all the taxing districts/entities in Rio Blanco 
County through a countywide process. This is especially 
important for the 18 taxing districts/entities in Rio Blanco 
County, who could be adversely affected without a voice. 

It is time to get involved. I think we all have developed 
an attitude that we can’t make a difference. However, I 
believe that if we all get involved, no matter what is going 
on, better decisions are made. Remember, we are the recip-
ients of the decisions our elected officials make and in 
America, we still have a voice. This is your platform and 
opportunity to be part of decision making, through positive 
constructive conversation. Please plan to attend both the 
work session and regular meeting so we can all be com-
pletely informed.

Please watch for the work session time to be posted 
online or on the courthouse door facing Main Street. 

Website address: rbc.us select ELECTED OFFICES 
AND BOARDS, then under the heading of BOARD OF 
COUNTY COMMISSIONER, select work sessions –  to be 
posted by BOCC at an undetermined time on Friday, April 
8, 2022.

Sincerely,
Your fellow concerned citizen,

Sharon Day
Meeker

S itting commission incapable
Dear Editor:

I try to provide the best available information on a topic 
in my letters to the editor, referenced from primary research 
reports.  This letter is different.  It is my opinion, but I think 
it is well substantiated in the evidence.  

Our present County Board of Commissioners have 
deliberately and methodically dismantled significant reg-
ulatory safeguards and fired or harassed the people who 
enforced them.  They have endangered the public health 
by appointments and standards that deny the best available 
public health evidence.  Now they are dismantling the vot-
ing systems that underlie free and fair elections.

We need elected officials who seek office in order to 
serve the public and to solve problems, not to implement 
narrow ideological agendas and settle personal vendettas.  
There are plenty of problems to address including drought, 
environmental health, and toxic politics among many oth-
ers.  I don’t see much hope that the sitting Commission is 
capable.  

Bob Dorsett, M.D.
Meeker

O ld T imers f uture plans
Dear Editor:

There will be an organizational meeting for those inter-
ested in the future of the Old Timers organization. The 
meeting will be held Wednesday April 20, at 5 p.m. at the 
White River Museum meeting center, (old mortuary room). 
Please plan to attend if you can provide input for the meet-
ing, regardless of your age 

Please plan to attend to discuss the plan to move forward 
with the organization.

Now is the time to see a new “Any Timers” Rio Blanco 
County Pioneers Association.  All of us aging Old Timers 
would love to see the younger folks keep the community 
celebration going every year.  Call the following if you 
have questions.

Rio Blanco County Pioneers Association (Old Timers)
Darryl LeFevre, Chairman, 307-272-0763

Roberta Watt, co-chairman, 970-220-2247

S hould R B C commissioners continue 
huge deficit overspending?
Dear Editor:

Did you know that our county has a trust fund?  It’s 
called the CCTIF, and is a sizable pot of money for Rio 
Blanco County created years ago, by foresighted and 
honest county leaders. Wisely, they put specific guidelines 
in place to ensure that publicly funded groups (schools, 
libraries, fire stations) in Rio Blanco County would have 
a chance to apply for specific tangible projects. They also 
were smart enough to put restrictions ensuring that "only 
interest" would be spent, leaving the principal to provide a 
savings account for future needs and generations.

Now our county commissioners are proposing to bypass 
these guidelines and dig into principal to allocate the largest 
amount ever spent out of this fund $4 million.

To put this into perspective, the entire spending budget 
that commissioners approved for Rio Blanco this year is 

$37 million (with only $25 million estimated in revenue). 
This years spending will be $7 million more than last 
year… a big increase and another year where the county 
spends way more than it collects. This is a situation that all 
of us try to avoid in our personal finances and those who 
don't like excessive government spending.

To date, the commissioners have ignored the guidelines 
which they are supposed to follow, never mind follow them 
(not inviting our schools and libraries and other groups to 
apply), and no public input has been sought. 

Even more incredible, the application for the grant, $4 
million, had not even been completed or submitted when 
they proposed spending this, and as of this writing, is not 
available anywhere for public view so may not even exist 
yet.

If you care about out of control spending, following 
guidelines, and giving every taxing entity in our county a 
chance to put their applications in before spending deci-
sions are made, please make plans to attend the County 
Commission meeting this coming Tuesday, April 12 in 
Meeker, and be part of the solution.

These dollars belong not just to us but to our future 
generations. Who knows what lies ahead for our county or 
our country?  Spending more than we collect is not a recipe 
for fiscal preparation. Fiscal responsibility means following 
guidelines and getting public input. Make sure your voice 
is heard.

D eird re M acnab
R io B l anco C ou nty

���������
��	������
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After a total of 24 years I have retired from Meeker 
Family Health Center and Walbridge Wing.

From the depth of my heart I like to thank all of you 
who entrusted me with your health care. 

Thank you so much Mary K. for standing strong 
behind me and doing without me, evenings, nights and 
weekends while I was working.  

Many of you came to wish me well and have send me 
cards and goodies. You also joined me to celebrate at the 
Smoking River Brew Pub. Thank you so much. 

A huge thank you to Dr. Kellie Turner, Cindy Rholl, Liz 
Sellers, Rachel Gates, my daughter Hanna, her husband  
Dr. Kevin Borchard  and the PMC dietary department. 

I am happy to live in Meeker and I am very proud of 
Pioneers Medical Center. 

~ Dr. Albert Krueger
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SATURDAY,
APRIL 16

10 A.M. SHARP

MEEKER REC CENTER
PARKING LOT

101 ute road
AGES 10 & UNDER

QUARTERLY MEMBERSHIP
MEETING

Sunday, April 10, 1 p.m.
Heritage Culture Center

 Bring a dish to share and hear presentations 
from BMS history competition students.

- ALL WELCOME! -

rio blanco county historical society

HISTORY LOVERS, UNITE!
TAP TO BECOME A MEMBER > BECOME A 

MEMBER

mailto:?subject=
mailto:?subject=
http://www.mcdonoughlawllc.com/april-8-2022-rangely/
http://rbc.us
WWW.RBCHISTORY.ORG/DONATE
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By ED PECK
Special to the Herald 

Times

Sounds impressive 
to the grandkids 
once a year at 

Thanksgiving. The truth 
is that over 30 million 
Americans are descendants 
of Mayflower families. As 
for prestige, the Mayflower 
was a tiny wooden cargo 
ship. The cargo on this run 
was a bunch of Pilgrims. 
Of that thirty million, 
only 23,000 are members 
of the General Society of 
Mayflower Descendants. 
The GSMD is a genealogy-
based organization based 
on one event, a small ship 
of 102 immigrants who 
got lost on the way to 
Virginia. Dozens of groups 
claim lineage from early 
British Colonies. There 
are hundreds of groups 
whose membership is 
genealogically based on 
an event, war, profession, 
or country of origin. 

DAR or Daughters of 
the American Revolution 
is for women only. SAR 
is Sons of the American 
Revolution. Their claim 
to fame is an ancestor 
who picked the winning 
side in an insurrection 
against their King. They 
were Patriots if they won. 
They were traitors to be 
hung by the Crown if they 
lost. In this case, winning 
insured generations of 
DAR teas, luncheons 
and scholarships. Each 
one of these groups has 
a different set of criteria 
for membership. The 
exclusivity (read prestige) 
depends on proof of your 
lineage, often through 14 
generations of Americans. 
For example: A GSMD 
application requires 
documents for every 
generation. Your tree is 
then matched against their 
extensive research library 
before being accepted. 
Back East, a successful 
claim to Mayflower lineage 

carries heavy prestige.  
To document a family 
for 14 generations is not 
easy. Out West, a lineage 
to Buffalo Bill would 
carry more weight. Some 
lineage organizations are 
easy to get into. Clan 
Donald of America only 
requires a couple of 
documents showing a Clan 
Donald surname (there 
are dozens of variations 
like McDaniel). So, the 
question is, if my ego 
doesn’t need to belong to 
a prestigious society, why 
are these organizations 
important to my research?  
Some of them have 
spent a hundred years 
concentrating city, county, 
church, and newspaper 
research that you need 
to reach beyond six 
generations in your tree. 
If you are lucky enough 
to have a Patriot or Civil 
War Veteran who lived 
long enough to apply for 
a pension, the National 
Archives has a gold mine 
of information. You can 
also piggy back on research 
done when someone 
applied for a membership 
in DAR or other military 
based organizations. Take 
advantage of other people’s 
research. YOU MAY NOT 
HAVE A MAYFLOWER 
ANCESTOR, BUT 
SOMEONE IN YOUR 
FAMILY STEPPED OFF 
A BOAT TO GET HERE.

E d  P eck  w el com es y ou r 
thou ghts and  su ggestions. 
He can b e reached  throu gh 
this new sp ap er or the 
W hite R iv er M u seu m .

"My ancestor was a 
Pilgrim on the Mayflower!"
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By JOYCE RANKIN
Special to the Herald 

Times

Ikeep a count by the 
subject matter of emails 
coming to my inbox. 

Getting top score lately is 
the upcoming revision of the 
Social Studies Standards. 
The second highest score 
concerns the reading 
proficiencies of our third-
grade students. Parents 
and community members 
have not been reluctant 
to share their concerns. 
The following are some 
thoughts on those subjects 
and current updates and 
future directions of both. 

At the March State 
Board of Education 
meeting, the Social Studies 
Standards revision timeline 
was updated by Education 
Commissioner Katy Anthes. 
The Commissioner stated 
that the revision suggestions 
were “pretty extensive.” 
Approximately 1,000 emails 
and letters were received 
in the State Board office. 
In addition, over 16,000 
comments were accepted by 
the online system. It’s been 
an extensive process, and 
there is a lot of interest, said 
Commissioner Anthes. State 
Legislators and State Board 
members have also provided 
feedback and questions. The 
education department and 
the State Board want the 
process to go forward in 
a thorough, and thoughtful 
way. In order to accomplish 

this, they’re giving the 
Social Studies Standards 
committee, the vast majority 
who are teachers, more time 
to review and respond to 
all of the feedback. The 
education department will 
provide a summary of 
public comment feedback 
to the State Board at our 
April meeting. Then, at the 
May meeting, the Board 
will hear the committee’s 
suggestions and vote on the 
newly revised standards. 
Depending on Board 
discussion the timeline 
may be extended beyond 
what the Statute requires. 
However, the timeline 
hasn’t been set beyond May.

One western slope 
constituent gathered over 
800 signatures to support 
her premise, “While the 
proposed standards mention 
our foundational documents 
such as the Constitution, 
including the Bill of Rights, 
and the Declaration of 
Independence as well as 
the basic structure of our 
government such as the three 
branches of government, 
these are not emphasized 
even though they are so vital 
to understanding why our 
country endures despite our 
many differences.  We ask 
that the proposed standards 
be totally rethought with 
an emphasis on the shared 
experiences that unite us 
as citizens of the United 
States.” 

The second most popular 
topic brought to my attention 

was reading. “Why are only 
40%  of our third graders 
reading proficiently? ” This 
conclusion is based on the 
2019 English Language 
Arts test results. I recently 
asked Superintendents in 
the Third Congressional 
District for information 
about the number of teachers 
in their district who have 
completed the evidence-
based Science of Reading 
training. All teachers of 
reading at the kindergarten-
3rd grade level are required, 
by statute, to complete the 
training by Aug. 1, 2022. 
The teacher must upload 
evidence of their training to 
the department of education 
website by Aug. 15.  As 
of this writing, half of the 
51 school districts that I 
represent have replied 
to the request, and many 
are on target to complete 
the coursework on time. 
If teachers implement the 
training in their classrooms, 
evidence has shown that 
reading proficiency will 
improve. The winners will 
be the students!  

Stay tuned.

J oy ce R ank in sits on the 
S tate B oard  of E d u cation 
rep resenting the Third  
C ongressional  D istrict. 
Her col u m ns are w ritten to 
inform  constitu ents in the 
2 9  cou nties she rep resents. 
Y ou  can reach her at 
b o a r d m e m b e r r a n k i n @
y ahoo.com

Stay tuned ...

The substance use problem in our community 
isn’t about “them.” It’s about us. Societal and 
biological issues are the root causes. Only 
together can we start to solve it. 

Together we can educate one another about 
the facts of substance use disorder. Together 
we can eliminate stigma. Together we can help 
our neighbors get treatment and recover. 

Read about Walt Copeland’s story  
of substance use and recovery at
solvingSUDtogether.org.

All of us are the solution. 
Together we can. WE 

CAN “Nobody ever gave up on me. Usually, the only 
one who gave up on me was myself. Once I was 
able to get over that, I was able to get over my 

regrets and move forward.” 
– Walt Copeland (pictured on the right with his family)

Paid for by the Rural Alliance Addressing Substance Use 
Disorder Colorado

Together We Can Help Our Neighbors 
with Substance Use Disorder

solvingSUDtogether.org

In home appointments available!
Call 970-945-9720 or 970-824-2440.

Batteries, Repairs, Cleanings
NEW Hearing Aids

Answers to your questions!

Your hearing is important to you, and to those 
who love you! Don’t miss a word.

THE HEARING AID OFFICE

364 7th Street, Meeker
(970) 878-9956

www.outfittersdiner.com

Meeker
Christian
Church
443 School St. • 878-5105

ADULTS & CHILDREN
Sunday School 10am Sun.
Church Service 11am Sun.

Not the only Christians, 
but Christians only

Meeker
Christian
Church
443 School St. • 878-5105

ADULTS & CHILDREN
Sunday School 10am Sun.
Church Service 11am Sun.

Not the only Christians, 
but Christians only

Meeker
Christian
Church
443 School St. • 878-5105

ADULTS & CHILDREN
Sunday School 10am Sun.
Church Service 11am Sun.

Not the only Christians,
but Christians only

kittens made a beeline to 
our house. Soon we all were 
sent out in the community 
to spread the word that we 
had some of the nicest, 
most well-behaved animals 
and they were available 
immediately.

     Moving to Meeker 
not long after college, it 
soon became obvious my 
fate regarding felines was 
set in place by those years 
of following in my family’s 
footsteps. A cross-country 
ski outing cemented it. I 
found myself scooping 
up a few abandoned 
kittens outside near an 
old, dilapidated cabin and 

nestling them in my knitted 
ski cap I had tied around 
my neck for the ski back 
to our car. Their mother or 
the cabin’s owners were 
nowhere to be found.  I 
never lived that down with 
a few of my friends.

I always felt comfortable 
dodging that CCL label 
even as I walked by a local 
elderly woman’s house 
in my neighborhood and 
realized that the unofficial 
cat count exceeded the 
requisite number required 
to earn the dreaded yearly 
neighborhood title. I did 
two unofficial counts, on 
my way down to the post 
office, as well as back. The 
numbers both exceeded the 

one-digit numbers I had 
allowed my mother over 
the years after my siblings 
and I left home. After she 
retired, she seemed to let 
the outside cats move inside 
more often, and I began 
to view her as someone 
that needed to take care 
of strays to replace her 
chaotic household filled 
with children.

“Well, your mother 
talks to the dogs! ” a 
neighborhood boy taunted 
one day.

It was one arrow 
that never landed in the 
family soft spot. This was 
old news to my children 
and it helped they hadn’t 
been raised in a houseful 
overrun with either dogs 
or cats. So I once again I 
was able to look at myself 
in the mirror and not see 
a Crazy Cat or Crazy Dog 
appear. That has always 
been good news. 

LOOSE ENDS: continued
u Continued from Page 4
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White River 
Solar

General Information & FAQs
2022~2023

WREA is excited to kick off the 4th year of the White River Solar program.

HOW DO I RENEW MY SOLAR LEASE? Members who have an existing lease can 
fill out their mailed renewal lease and return it to WREA by Friday, April 29, 2022 at 

PO Box 958, Meeker, CO 81641 or by email at kmatrisciano@wrea.org. The selected lease 
fee will automatically appear on your May electric bill and is due with your May bill no 
later than June 15, 2022. WREA requests that you do not mail in a separate check for the 
renewal fee because it will be automatically applied to your May bill. Please note that solar 
blocks that are not renewed will be made available to other members and may not be eligible 
for leasing in future years.

CAN I SIGN UP FOR A LEASE EVEN IF I HAVEN’T LEASED IN THE PAST? YES!
WREA has made additional solar blocks available for 2022/2023 so existing lessees 

can extend their leases subject the guidelines listed below and members who haven’t leased 
in the past may join the program. The leasing program remains the same based upon the 
Tiers listed below per Member meter. If you haven’t leased in the past, please go to https://
wrea.org/solar for a lease form and program details or call/stop by WREA for a lease form 
and program details. 

WHAT IS A SOLAR BLOCK?  A White River Solar block represents a panel(s) that 
can be annually leased for $36.00 and generates a $5.00 per month solar production 

credit. Members must execute a solar lease for each of its electric meters subject to the 
criteria listed below. 

HOW IS THE APPROPRIATE TIER DETERMINED? The appropriate tier is based upon 
a meter’s monthly energy usage. Usage information can be found on your monthly bill, 

online through SmartHub (www.wrea.org), or by calling WREA. The monthly production credit 
cannot exceed the minimum monthly energy charge and can’t offset the monthly Service 
Charge. Please select the tier that does not exceed your lowest energy usage based upon 
the previous year. Should the monthly production credit exceed the monthly energy charge, 
the excess monthly production credit will be forfeited.

WHAT ARE THE TIERS? Tiers represent the options for Solar Block leasing along with 
corresponding yearly fee and monthly/yearly production credit.

    Residential Meters Production
Tier Options # of Blocks Yearly Lease Fee Credit (Mo/Yr)
1  1   $36   $5/$60
2  2   $72   $10/$120
3  3   $108   $15/$180

    Commercial Meters
    (SC1, SC3, L1)    Production
Tier Options  # of Blocks Yearly Lease Fee  Credit (Mo/Yr)
1  5   $180   $25/$300
2  10   $360   $50/$600
3  20   $720   $100/$1,200

Example: If a member’s lowest residential monthly energy usage, based upon the previous 12 months, is $30 
(energy usage is in addition to the monthly Service Charge), then the member is eligible to lease up to 3 Solar Blocks 
for that specified meter. The annual Solar Block lease fee is $108 with the production credit of $15/month ($180 / 
year). Alternatively, the member could elect to lease just 1 or 2 Solar Blocks. Each meter requires a lease, so if you 
have 3 meters then 3 leases are required. 

WHO OWNS AND OPERATES THE SOLAR PANELS? White River Solar combines 
solar energy from the Meeker Solar Garden, located adjacent to the Meeker High 

School, and the Piceance Creek Solar Farm located off 567 RBC Road 83. WREA owns 
and operates the Meeker Solar Garden and WREA purchases all the solar production from 
Piceance Creek Solar. Leasing members do not “own” any portion of the solar facilities and 
have no responsibilities or liabilities associated with either solar production facility.

WHAT IS IN THE LEASE? The Solar Lease is intended to be a straightforward 
document whereby the WREA member commits to lease the specified solar blocks, 

agrees that the selected lease fee will be applied to their May electric bill, agrees to pay the 
lease fee, and agrees that if the elected solar production credit exceeds the monthly energy 
usage, then that unused energy production credit will be forfeited for that month. The lease 
has a one-year term, the lease fee is non-refundable, and the lease is not assignable or 
transferable to third parties. However, if a member moves within the WREA service area, the 
member can request to apply the solar blocks from one meter to another eligible meter at their 
new home or business. 

WHY ARE THERE A LIMITED NUMBER OF SOLAR BLOCKS AVAILABLE FOR 
LEASE? While WREA has made additional solar blocks available for leasing in 

2022/2023 there is a limited total number of White River Solar Blocks. Solar renewals 
are guaranteed availability if turned in by the deadline. If the request for new leases 
exceeds availability, then leases will be issued on a first come first served basis with 
remaining names placed on a wait list for next year’s renewal period.

DO WREA’S LOCAL PROJECTS COMPLY WITH STATE RENEWABLE MANDATES?
Yes, WREA is proud of its diverse renewable portfolio which includes the WREA Miller 

Creek Hydro Project and White River Solar. These combined projects exceed existing 
renewable mandates which has WREA well situated to remain compliant even if renewable 
mandates increase over the next few years.

WHEN ARE RENEWAL LEASES DUE? Solar Leases are due to WREA no later than 
Friday, April 29, 2022.

Questions? 
Call (970)878-5041 or visit wrea.org/solar

Lydia Ann "Rusty" 
Lugenbeel Robertson was 
born on Feb. 19, 1955, to 
Ben and Helen Lugenbeel 
in Meeker, Colorado, 
and gained her heavenly 
wings on March 7, 2022, 
in Tehachapi, California. 
She was blessed with 
the name "Rusty" by our 
Daddy when she was little 
because her hair was the 
color of a rusty nail, and 
from that day forward that 
is how we all have known 
her. She is survived by her 
husband and best friend 
Steve Robertson who she 
spent the best 30 years 
of her life with going on 
"critter runs", Rv'in, and 
fishin’ their hearts out. 
She is also survived by her 
children: BJ (Joely), Holli 
(Jason), Amy, and Jared 
(Brittany), and her sister 
Cindy (Chris). She was also 
blessed with 14 grandkids, 
six great-grandkids and 
four nephews and two 
nieces, all of whom were 

the joy of her life.
Rusty grew up in 

Meeker, moved away for 
some time, but seemed to 
always return "Home."   
Some of her fondest 
memories were when she 
worked at the "lumber 
yard," with cousin Ronnie, 
and also made many 
friends when she worked in 
a beauty shop. She always 
loved unconditionally and 
brought laughter and tears 
to our lives. She had an 
infectious laugh and love 
for life that we all grew to 
love. Family was the most 
important thing to her and 
she would go out of her 
way to make sure we were 
always taken care of. She 
and Steve shared a passion 
for fishing that took them 
all over the country in the 
last five years. She loved 
spending time playing 
games, sitting around a 
camp fire, hunting and 
just loving each and every 
one around her;  she didn't 

know a stranger and always 
stayed connected to those 
true friends that brought 
her back to her roots. Our 
family would like to thank 
each and every person that 
reached out to us, sent love, 
cards, and prayers during 
this difficult time. We are 
so grateful. She will be 
dearly missed...until we 
meet again!   

There will be a 
Celebration of Life for us 
to all come together here at 
home in Meeker on June 26 
at City Park. We know she 
will be smiling down on us.

Lydia 'Rusty' Robertson

Kevin was a spiritual man with a very strong faith in the Lord. 
He was a loving father, member of Rangely Christian Church and 
a loyal friend to all who knew him, He had a passion for industry 
technology, science fiction and adventure.

He was born Oct. 7, 1951, in San Francisco, California. He was 
the fourth of seven siblings. He is survived by his five siblings 
George Brumm Jr., Virginia Brumm, Teresa (his twin sister), Mary 
Roberts and Julie Brumm. As well as his children Michelle and 
Patrick Brumm.

He will always be an important figure to his family and community. 
In Kevin’s remembrance donations can be made to Rangely 

Christian Church. Kevin Brumm

Kevin Brumm
Oct. 7, 1951 ~ March 26, 2022

Lydia Ann 'Rusty' 
Lugenbeel Robertson

Feb. 19, 1955 ~ March 7, 2022

OBITUARIES

OBITUARY POLICY:  T he R io B lanco H erald T imes  choos es  not to charg e a p ub lication 
f ee f or ob ituaries  or death notices  w ith a local connection to the county. I t is  our op inion that 

p ub lis hing  ob ituaries  is  a matter of  p ub lic record and p art of  our res p ons ib ility as  a new s p ap er 
to maintain a living  record of  our local his tory. I f  you need to s ub mit an ob ituary or death 

notice, please stop by the office or email editor@ theheraldtimes .com

     A free legal clinic for parties who have no attorney will be featured 
on the second Wednesday of each month at the Meeker Public Library. 
     By computer link, volunteer attorneys will answer questions, help fill 
out forms and explain the process and procedure for all areas of civil 
litigation, including family law, property law, probate law, collections, 
appeals, landlord-tenant law, small claims, veterans issues and civil 
protection orders. 

PLEASE CALL 970.878.5911 TO BE 
ADDED TO THE SIGN UP SHEET

Wednesday
April 13, 2022

2 to 3 p.m.

FREE LEGAL CLINIC
MEEKER PUBLIC LIBRARY

Are you tired of seeing that old car, truck, RV or Boat? Donate it!
It’s a gi� to you and a gi� to HopeWest Meeker. We make it easy!

1. Call Terri at 970-255-7254 to get started
2.   Towing will be arranged
3.     Your vehicle will be sold and proceeds 

go to HopeWest Meeker 

Donate your old 
vehicle to benefit 
HopeWest Meeker!

HopeWestCO.org

Any Vehicle, Any Condition,
Free Towing, Tax Deductible

Meeker Preschool 
Roundup

2022-2023 
Friday, April 22, 2022
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Meeker Elementary School 

For children 4 years old, 
on or before JULY 1, 2022

Children 3 years old, on or before July 1, 2022, are welcome to call the                       
number below for information on preschool eligibility.

Please pick up a registration packet, starting April 4th. 
  

Contact 970-878-9050 or meredith.deming@meeker.k12.co.us with questions.GI
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BY NIKI TURNER
editor@ht1885.com

MEEKER I Like 
all tax-funded entities, 
the Eastern Rio Blanco 
Metropolitan Park and 
Recreation District is look-
ing at ways to offset fore-
casted revenue depletion. 
Board members brain-
stormed ideas and action 
plans at the March 29 board 
meeting in Meeker. 

Board president Kent 
Walter addressed board 
members and staff in atten-
dance, saying, “This isn’t 
going to be a comfortable 

evening for a lot of us.”
Personnel costs, main-

taining current infrastruc-
ture, cost of operations, 
capital expenditures, and 
partnerships were all up 
for discussion, following a 
request from a resident that 
the fitness center’s evening 
hours be extended to 8:30 
p.m., not limited as has 
been proposed. Walter said 
the board will consider dis-
cussion about the fitness 
center hours on a future 
agenda.

Board candidate Vicky 
Edwards asked about a 
resolution that the board 
will continue to maintain 

improvements, and sug-
gested a review of portfolio 
investments with Colorado 
Trust “because of market 
volatility.” Edwards was 
told the resolution has been 
worded to reflect “as funds 
allow.”

Discussions about how 
to trim the budget start-
ed with personnel costs 
— from instituting a hir-
ing freeze on permanent 
full-time positions, to 
modifying staff hours and 
reducing benefits.  Under 
operations, the board dis-
cussed reductions in cell 
phone stipends for man-
agers, limited refreshments 

at meetings, cutting back 
on uniform purchases, 
auditing utilities and fleet 
expenses, considering fees 
for the use of the ballfield, 
and reviewing park mainte-
nance agreements with the 
Town. 

Board member Dan 
Chinn suggested looking 
back at the “original intent 
of the people who estab-
lished the recreation dis-
trict” in making decisions 
about the budget. “We have 
to take care of our infra-
structure,” he said. 

Planned capital 
improvements include 
a remodel of the offices 

at the rec center that will 
enable expansion of the fit-
ness center and the ongo-
ing collaboration with the 
Town of Meeker for Phase 
2 of Circle Park and river 
improvements. 

The goal of the dis-
cussions about the budget, 
according to the board, is 
to “avoid a ballot initia-
tive.”

The board agreed on 
two action items: a hiring 
freeze for permanent, full-
time, benefited employ-
ees;  and a temporary wage 
freeze with no cost-of-liv-
ing adjustments, grade or 
step increases. The freeze 

will be evaluated annually.
Absentee ballots for 

the district’s board election 
were mailed this week to 
electors. The election is set 
for May 3 at the Fairfield 
Center. Board mem-
bers Dan Chinn and Rob 
Baughman are not running 
for another term. Current 
board member John Strate 
is up for election. Voters 
are asked to choose no 
more than three candidates 
from the six on the bal-
lot: Kim Kendall, Aaron 
Grimes, John Strate, Eric 
Knez, Tyler Frye and Vicky 
Edwards.

ERBM board brainstorms cost-saving measures

WREA is proud of the great work our employees do each day to serve our 
membership which is highlighted throughout the survey.  WREA will utilize the survey 
information to help us better serve our membership. Please call WREA’s General 
Manager, Alan Michalewicz at 970-878-5041 if you have additional questions about 
the survey or with other questions and comments.

WREA’s ACSI (American Customer Satisfaction Index) score for overall 
satisfaction was also 91% with a combined ACSI score of 87 up from 86 in 2020. 
The complied ACSI score includes satisfaction with electric rates, exceeding 
consumer expectations, and comparison to the ideal utility. 

WREA is pleased with the increase in scores including the Cooperative 
Attitude and Performance Score (CAPS) of 91, scoring 9.3/10 in trustworthiness, 
9.1/10 overall management and 9.1/10 for care for its members.  This CAPS 
score of 91 is up from 89 in 2020. The most positive responses are associated 
with friendly and courteous employees, ease of doing business with the 
cooperative, overall reliability, and commitment to the Meeker community. 

● Respondents interest in investing in energy efficiency increased since 2020 with 79% 
stating they’d invest if its saves money as well as 15% are willing to invest even if doesn’t save 
money.

● 72% of those surveyed want to see WREA expand its renewable energy programs.
● 36% of those surveyed either own an electric vehicle or plan to buy an EV within the next 

five years.
● Respondents indicated that being able to receive capital credits and elect board members 

are the two most important cooperative benefits. 
● 56% of those surveyed utilize SmartHub to pay their bill, receive information and manage 

their electric account. 
● Of those surveyed, the average length of electric service with WREA is 19 years and 35%  

have been a members for more than thirty years.
● The median age of those surveyed was 62 years with 6% of respondents between the ages 

of 25-34, 12% between 35-44, 13% between the ages of 45-54, 24% 55-64, 31% between ages 
of 65-74, and 14% over 75 years old.

● 83% of the respondents have either some college, college or graduate degrees. 
● 37% of respondents were retired, 22% identified as professionals, with 18% of respondents 

employed by blue collar jobs, 13% with white collar jobs, 8% of respondents are in ranching and 
2 % unemployed. 

WREA received comments from about one-third of the total respondents. While the majority were very positive some raised important questions about trends in the 
electric industry and asked questions of WREA. Compliments are appreciated but the critical comments are equally important. This process gives WREA a great opportunity 
to address specific concerns and improve communications with our membership.  The Survey comments primarily fell into five categories. 

Five Member Comment Themes:

Other Survey Areas of Interest:

Thank you to all the WREA members who participated in the 2022 Member Survey. We asked, 
you took the time to fill out the survey, and we listened. Inside Information conducts WREA’s 

Member Survey and randomly selects 300 members to complete the on-line survey. 
Many of the questions are “canned” based upon electric cooperative and national survey 

standards. These questions allow WREA to be compared to other electric cooperatives as well 
as other companies such as Apple, Walmart etc. WREA also asked questions unique to WREA’s 
membership. Surveys highlight member trends and provide an important opportunity to hear 
directly from our membership. 

WREA’s CAPS and ACSI scores exceed the national average for member/customer 
satisfaction. In comparison, Apple’s ACSI score is 80, Southwest Airlines is 79, and the national 
electric cooperative average is 73. The average CAPS score for electric cooperatives is 89 with 
the low at 79.

2022 Member Survey Results

“Great Job WREA”
Several respondents took the opportunity to compliment 

WREA’s line crews and front office staff; specifically the person-
alized attention members receive when working with the front 
office, extending service or when restoring power. Many also 
shared appreciation for WREA’s commitment to community pro-
grams, local events, and the Meeker School District. 

 i  t   f nt ffi   n i
A few members commented on WREA’s front office being 

closed on Fridays. WREA’s employees have worked four, ten-hour 
days since the 1980s with rotating crews to keep the front office 
open on Fridays. WREA closed its front office for two months 
during the pandemic. WREA reopened the front office to the pub-
lic in June 2020 but determined to keep the front office closed on 
Fridays. With recent retirements, today’s staff is working more ef-
ficiently than ever with fewer employees. The goal to maintain re-
liability and quality customer service while doing more with less is 
balanced by our goal to keep rates stable. WREA has not had a rate 
increase in over four years.  In addition, our member patterns have 
also evolved. Over half of WREA’s members pay their monthly elec-
tric bill on-line and member traffic at the front counter dramatically 
declined during and following the pandemic. The Board and man-
agement made the decision that it is in the financial best interest 
of the company not to reopen the front office on Fridays. Members 
may drop payments off at the front door drop box and are encour-
aged to utilize the online Smarthub functions. Call or stop by the 
office Monday through Thursday for personalized assistance. 

n t n t n  t  S i  g
Members commented on WREA’s monthly Service Charge 

which is $15.00 for residential and single phase small commercial. 
The monthly Service Charge is a facilities charge for the infrastruc-
ture that supports each meter including the meter, the poles, elec-
tric lines and general system maintenance. This is not a tax or other 
form of a fee. Please call WREA if you have additional questions 
about the Service Charge. 

i i it
Members responded favorably to WREA’s ability to quickly restore power during outages 

and WREA’s overall electric system reliability is 99%. Members also commented on an increase 
in blinks and power outages in the rural areas. Weather continues to be the biggest cause of 
blinks and outages, but in recent years WREA has taken proactive measures during wildfire 
season to put its system on “fire settings” which has increased temporary outages and blinks. 
Fire settings make the electric system more sensitive to line interferences which help WREA 
prevent sparks or the spread of wildfires. Advanced use of technology and system coordination 
will help reduce these issues. WREA appreciates everyone’s patience and cooperation as it 
works to proactively address the dangers of wildfires. 

n ti n S u  n  n g  n u t
Member trends indicate an increased interest in support for energy efficiency programs, 

electric vehicles and renewable projects, but there is no doubt that WREA remains an “ener-
gy” community with strong support for the coal, oil and gas industries and employees. WREA 
shares and applauds this support for our energy community. The reality is that WREA and its 
wholesale power supplier, Tri-State Generation & Transmission (Tri-State) are subject to state 
and national regulatory mandates. These mandates have the greatest impact on the genera-
tion side of the electric business. In January 2020, Tri-State announced its plan to close the 
Colowyo Mine and the Craig Power Plant by 2030. This was a difficult decision for Tri-State 
driven by mandates with real consequences for northwest Colorado and the Meeker communi-
ty. WREA continues to advocate for our area by encouraging Tri-State and the State of Colora-
do to support our communities during this ten-year transition. 

WREA’s loads have declined by 20-25% in recent years due to the reduction in our oil and 
gas loads. WREA works behind the scenes to support our oil and gas community including 
consistent communication with our oil and gas members and participation in state oil and gas 
commission committees.

It is WREA’s job to provide members safe, reliable, affordable and responsible electric ser-
vice and we take that obligation seriously. Through diligent planning and commitment to our 
core values, WREA believes that Tri-State and WREA are well situated to continue to provide 
safe, reliable and affordable power well into the future.

 M  i ti n nt  nnu  M ting  WREA is looking ahead to the summer and WREA’s second Annual Member 
Appreciation Event on Friday, July 22, 2022. It will once again be on the RBC Courthouse lawn with food, membership gifts, and music. Director 
elections will be held by mail-in ballot on September 14, 2022, with two directors from the Rural District and one from the Town of Meeker up for 
election. You can find more information about these events on our website at www.wrea.org. Thank you again to our membership.

               ~ White River Electric 

Election set for May 3; three open seats, six candidates

mailto:editor@ht1885.com
http://www.wrea.org


By TIFFANY 
JEHOREK

Special to the Herald 
Times

MEEKER I Last 
weekend the Meeker 
Cowboys hosted their 
annual track meet at Bob 
King Track. Nine teams 
were present and the 
Cowboys had a good 
showing, both the mens 
and womens teams took 
second place.

“It was great for us to 
be competitive this past 
weekend in so many of the 
events,” commented head 
co-coach Hallie Blunt.

This full track meet 
found 14 Cowboys 
placing in the top three in 

individual events and the 
relays all placing in the 
top three.

Looking forward to the 
state meet, the top 16 in 
each event qualify with 
results from a qualified 
meet. Currently there are 
many Cowboys sitting 
in the top 16, and even 
though it is early in the 
season, it looks like there 
are many pole vaulters, 
discus throwers, shot 
putters, and all of the 
women’s relays and the 
boys 4x100 relay should 
be traveling to Lakewood 
for the state meet. 

This week the Cowboys 
are headed to Eagle Valley 
in Gypsum for a track meet 
on Saturday. 

Cowboys host 
home meet
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BANK OF THE 
SAN JUANS

222 W. Main, Rangely
970-675-2222

COLORADO CPA 
SERVICES

118 W. Main, Rangely
970-675-2222

W.C. STRIEGEL
17030 Hwy. 64, Rangely

970-675-8444

WENDLL'S WHITE 
RIVER ROASTERS
206 Market, Meeker

970-878-3688

YOUR 
BUSINESS 

HERE!
SPONSOR 

HOME TEAM 
COVE�GE!

BANK OF THE 
SAN JUANS

500 Main, Meeker
970-878-5073

COULTER 
AVIATION

Meeker
970-878-5045

MA FAMIGLIA
RESTAURANT

410 Market St., Meeker
970-878-4141

NORTHWEST AUTO 
SALES & SERVICE

485 Market St., Meeker
970-878-5026

WATT'S RANCH 
MARKET

271 E. Market, Meeker
970-878-5868

WENDLL'S WHITE 
RIVER ROASTERS

206 Market St., Meeker
970-878-3688

GO-FER
FOODS

812 Market St., Meeker
970-878-5381 

WHITE RIVER 
ELECTRIC 

ASSOCIATION, INC.
233 Sixth St., Meeker

970-878-5041

YOUR 
BUSINESS 

HERE!
SPONSOR 

HOME TEAM 
COVE�GE!

��
����������

Rangely girls place first 
at Meeker Invitational

Special to the Herald Times

RANGELY I The Rangely Panthers 
had a very busy week for track and field. 
Many of the athletes started the week off by 
going to a JV meet on Monday, then they all 
went to Meeker on Friday and Cedaredge on 
Saturday. 

The week started off Monday with 
freshman, sophomore and first-year track and 
field athletes going to a JV meet hosted by 
Palisade in Grand Junction. Rangely took 13 
athletes;  they had the opportunity to compete 
in different events or in events for the first 
time without feeling a lot of pressure as they 
might from a varsity meet. There are no 
official results from the JV meet. Coach Beth 
Scoggins said, “They all competed well and 
worked hard on their events that many had not 
yet done. It is fun seeing the young athletes 
grow and challenge themselves each week.”

On Friday the team found themselves in 
Meeker for the Meeker Invitational. There 
were nine teams at the meet. This has been 
the smallest meet so far of the season but there 
was some great competition. The girls found 
themselves placing first, beating Meeker by 
only 2.5 points and the boys taking third 
overall.

Mary Scoggins was the top scorer for the 
girls placing first in all of her events: long 

jump (16-7), triple jump (33-09), 100-meter 
dash (13.83) and 400-meter (1:03.65). Hayley 
Burr was the second top scorer;  she placed 
first in the 100-meter hurdles (18.82) and 300-
meter hurdles (53.00) and second in the 100 
dash (14.00). Other good performances were 
Kyrah Phelps in the shot put placing second 
with a new personal best of 30-0. The 4x200 
relay team placed second with a new best time 
of 2:00.73. The relay team is made up of Miah 
Wren, Ryann Mergelman, Annika Cantrell 
and Emma Smith. 

On the boys side freshman James Talbot 
was the top scorer with a first in the 3,200-
meter (12:11), second in the 800-meter 
(2:14.24) and 1,600-meter (5:12.47). Other 
boys who competed well were Andrew Dorris 
in the 1,600 (4:57.36) first place, Timothy 
Scoggins high jump (5-8) first place, and 
Kenyon Cochrane with a second in discus 
(133-8.50). The boys also put together a 4x200 
relay with Fisher Winder, Aydan Christian, 
Anthony Dorris and Robert Murray. They 
took fifth with a time of 1:55.98. 

On Saturday the team went to the 
Cedaredge Invitational. The meet had 14 
teams ranging in size from 1A to 4A. With all 
the athletes competing the day before many 
only had two events. Both the boys and girls 
team took sixth place overall. “We do two 
meets in a weekend so the athletes can get use 
to competing back to back since the state meet 
is a three day meet. It challenges them to go 
hard on both days even when they are tired,” 
said coach Scoggins. 

The boys team ran their 4x800 for the 
first time of the year. The team had Timothy 
Scoggins, Colton Noel, Clay Allred and 
Andrew Dorris. They took third place with 
a time of 9:24.06. They were also able to put 
together a sprint medley relay with Christian, 
Murry, Anthony Dorris and Justin Allred, they 
took sixth with a 2:01.33. Top performers for 
the boys were Fisher Winder in triple jump 
for fourth place (37-07), Scoggins high jump 
second place (5-10), Cochrane discus (133-9), 
Andrew Dorris second place (2:08.25).

The girls team ran the sprint medley 
relay with Hayley Burr, Emma Smith, Miah 
Wren and Mary Scoggins for a new season's 
best of 1:58.49. Other top performers were 
Mary Scoggins in the 800 with a first place 
(2:33.51) and second in the 3,200 (13:26.55), 
Burr fifth in the 200 (28.93), and fourth in the 
100 hurdles (18.72), Miah Wren in the 400 for 
fifth (1:08.47). Rylee Allred fourth in discus 
(93-07) and Kyrah Phelps also in the discus 
(93-01). 

The team will be heading to the Frank 
Woodburn meet at Stocker Stadium on 
Saturday, April 9. They will be helping out 
with the middle school meet on Friday.

M A T T  SCO G G I N S P H O T O
Several Rio Blanco County tracksters are sitting in the top 16 spots in their events, which will secure them state berths if they contin-
ue to perform well as the season progresses.

M A T T  SCO G G I N S P H O T O
The Panthers had a very busy week, with 13 athletes competing at JV meet to 
start the week, followed by the Meeker Invitational Friday and the Cedaredge 
Invitational Saturday.

A M B E R  G A R CI A  P H O T O
(Above) Taylor Garcia long jumped at Meeker's 
home meet last weekend.

M A T T  SCO G G I N S P H O T O
The Panthers head to Stocker Stadium 
for another meet this Saturday.

RESULTS
 Event Name Placing
100 Meter Hurdles Addison Selle 2
100 Meter Dash Kelton Turner 1
4x200 Meter Relay Meeker A (girls) 1
1600 Meter Run Brighton Bair 1
4x1 Meter Relay Meeker A (girls) 2

Meeker A (boys) 1
400 Meter Run Ellie Hossack 3
300 Meter Hurdles Natalie Kracht 2
800 Meter Run Brighton Bair 1

Savannah Mendenhall 2
Nora Gianinetti 3

200 Meter Run Sarah Kracht 2
Zach Eskelson 2
Brendan Clatterbaugh 3

4x400 Meter Relay Meeker A (girls) 1
Pole Vault Aspen Merri�eld 2

Kelton Turner 2
Brendan Clatterbaugh 3

Long Jump Dayton Ridgeway 2
Shot Put Zach Eskelson 1

Kelton Turner 3
Discus Hailey Knowles 1
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Panthers win two, drop two over weekend

Cowboys secure first win over Monte Vista, 23-7

Special to the Herald Times

RANGELY I The 
Rangely High School 
baseball team traveled to 
Monticello, Utah, to take on 
the Dove Creek Bulldogs 
on Friday, April 1. With 
it being the folklore April 
Fool’s Day, the Panthers did 
have to face some adver-
sity in having their games 
moved from Dove Creek to 
Monticello, Utah. This was 
due to unplayable field con-
ditions in Dove Creek. The 
Panthers responded well 
to the adversity and pulled 
away with two wins against 
the Bulldogs on the day. 

In game one, senior 
Justin Cudo toed the rubber 
for the Panthers pitched five 
great innings. The Panthers 
were jumped out in the top 
of the first inning with five 
runs to give Cudo the ability 
to pitch with a lead and chal-
lenge hitters to collect outs. 
Cudo struck out nine Bulldog 
hitters while walking nine. 
Of the four runs surrendered 
by Cudo, only two were 
earned as he scattered eight 
hits through the five innings. 
Senior Keihlin Myers came 
in and pitched the final two 
innings for the Panthers. 
Myers gave up three hits, one 
run, one walk and he struck 

out two hitters. 
Offensively, the Panthers 

were led by senior Byron 
Mackay and junior Kevin 
Wren who each had three hits 
in the game. Both Mackay 
and Wren also scored two 
runs each of the Panthers. 
Other Panthers to obtain 
hits off the Bulldog pitch-
ing staff were senior Brent 
Cantrell, sophomore Kobey 
Chism and freshman Marcos 
Q uintana, who all collected 
two hits each. Keihlin Myers, 
junior, Luis Q uintana, and 
sophomore Dalton LeBleu 
rounded out the Panthers hit-
ting with one hit apiece. The 
Panthers won the non-league 

matchup with a score of 11-5. 
In game two, Keihlin 

Myers remained on the 
mound for the Panthers due 
to the Panthers having to 
play four games in two days. 
Myers scattered seven hits 
over five innings for three 
runs while striking out four 
and walking one Bulldog 
hitter. Freshman Marcos 
Q uintana came in for the 
last two innings and held 
the Bulldogs scoreless while 
walking one and striking out 
three. 

The Panthers were led at 
the plate by seniors Byron 
Mackay and Braxton Moore 
who each added two hits 

to their game totals. Justin 
Cudo and Kobey Chism 
both collected one hit and 
Chism scores two of the six 
runs for the Panthers. Kevin 
Wren scored two runs for the 
Panthers along with Dalton 
LeBleu and senior Wyatt Tull 
who scored one run each. 
The Panthers won the game 
6-3 to secure another non-
league victory to push their 
overall record to 3-3. 

The Panthers traveled to 
Cortez on Saturday to take on 
the Panthers of Montezuma-
Cortez High School. Rangely 
did not fare as well in the 
two games as they dropped 
both to Montezuma-Cortez. 

Leading the Panthers offense 
was Justin Cudo who had 
three hits with three runs 
scored and two RBI’s. Luis 
Q uintana also collected three 
hits in the game while driving 
in one RBI. Kevin Wren and 
Byron Mackay both collect-
ed two hits in the game and 
one RBI between the two 
of them going to Mackay. 
The Panthers dropped the 
non-league game 7-11. The 
Panthers also dropped the 
second game on the day 16-1. 
The Panthers will return to 
play on Saturday, April 9 at 
the field of dreams for a non-
league match-up with the 
Cardinals of Grand Valley. 

By TIFFANY 
JEHOREK

Special to the Herald 
Times

MEEKER I Cowboy 
baseball secured its first 
win this weekend in stellar 
fashion 23-7 over Monte 
Vista. 

For the season the 
Cowboys are sitting 1-7, 
but with their home field 
drying and more outdoor 
practices being possible 
they should be able contin-

ue adding digits in the win 
column. 

Last week the Cowboys 
traveled to Coal Ridge a 
day late due to weather, 
losing both of the double 
header games in a close 
matchup 7-6 and 11-9. 
Friday once again on 
the road ina round robin 
tournament, they lost 
15-4 to Salida and 12-1 
to Bayfield, both schools 
which are bigger and in a 
higher classification. 

The Cowboys then 

met up with Monte Vista 
and Wyatt Powers led the 
Cowboys as the bats turned 
on. Powers had three home 
runs and a double in his 
four at bats hitting in six 
runners, scoring an addi-
tional five runs himself 
with his one walk. Ryan 
Sullivan, Liam Deming, 
and Peter Hanks each 
scored three with Deming 
bringing in an additional 
two and Sullivan one.

Johnathan Fitzgibbons 
pitched a complete game 

throwing 80 pitches with 
seven strikeouts and tak-
ing the win.

When asked to talk 
about how the boys are 
doing so far, the improve-
ment they’ve seen and the 
superb win, head coach 
Donald Blazon said, “This 
sport embodies many dif-
ferent values one has to 
have—both in sports and 
life—to attain one’s goals. 
Baseball teaches us the 
importance of trying and 
trying again, and learning 
from whatever mistakes 
we make.”

The Cowboys now 
look forward to their first 
home game this week as 
they host Battle Mountain. 
JV will play first at 4 with 
varsity following at 6. 

OTHER VACCINATIONS
Please call to schedule an appointment for all other vaccines, including shingles, 

pneumonia, and childhood immunizations.

VACCINE CLINICS COVID-19 TESTING

RBC Department of Public Health & Environment  •  970.878.9520 Meeker ∙ 970.878.9525 Rangely
https://rbc.us/282/Public-Health  •  Email: publichealth@rbc.us

Vaccinations for COVID-19 (ages 5 and up) are 
available now. All insurance is accepted. COVID-19 

vaccines are free of charge. 
No appointment is necessary at our 

walk-in vaccine clinics.

This publication is supported by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) as part of a financial assistance award totaling $292,794.00 with 100 percent funding by 
CDC/HHS. The contents are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official views of, nor an endorsement, by CDC/HHS, or the U.S. Government.

BOOSTER DOSES
Booster doses are available in Colorado for anyone over the 
age of 12, please call 970-878-9520 for more information.

NEW WALK-IN VACCINE CLINIC SCHEDULE

VACCINES IN
RANGELY 
101 E. MAIN ST.
Wednesdays
12-3:00pm

MEEKER: Testing on Thursdays from 
10am-2pm, no appointment necessary

RANGELY: Testing on Wednesdays 
from 10am-2pm, no appointment 

necessary

COVID-19 testing is also available 
by appointment. Please call to schedule.

Home test kits may be picked up at 
Public Health.

VACCINES IN 
MEEKER
200 MAIN ST. 
Thursdays
12-3:00pm

T O N I  F R A N CI S P H O T O S
(Top) Wyatt Powers. (Bottom) Jake Blazon.

http://www.rbc.us/282/Public-Health
http://grandriverhealth.org
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By NIKI TURNER
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MEEKER |  The town 
of Meeker has long enjoyed 
the convenience of having at 
least one independent down-
town pharmacy since 1904. 
That era came to an end 
with the closure of Meeker 
Drugs last week. The phar-
macy name will now be 
attached to a hospital-owned 
and operated facility under 
construction at Pioneers 
Medical Center (PMC). The 
hospital-based pharmacy is 
not expected to open until 
spring 2022, due to con-
struction delays, contract 
agreements, and licensing 
requirements (see the press 
release from PMC on Page 
6A).

A combination of fac-
tors—local and indus-
try-wide—came to bear on 
the closure of Meeker Drugs, 
a decision third-generation 
owner Diana Jones describes 
as “heartbreaking.” 

As the general public 
strives to find prescription 
medications at affordable 
costs, the pharmaceutical 
industry seeks to maintain 
its profit margins, squeezing 
pharmacies in the middle. 
Insurance companies and 

Medicaid/Medicare rules 
add hefty amounts of paper-
work and put pharmacy 
owners at risk of fines and 
audits. Agreements between 
insurance providers and 
pharmaceutical companies 
have insurers encouraging 
clients to bypass local phar-
macies in favor of mail-or-
der options. Medicare Part D 
plans require pharmacies to 
navigate a complex system 
of regulations that differ by 
private insurer and by indi-
vidual drugs. The paybacks 
on many of those medica-
tions don’t cover the costs 
of maintaining a brick-and-
mortar store. 

According to a 2018 
report from the University 
of Iowa’s Rural Policy 
Research Institute, from 
2003 to 2018, 1,231 of the 
nation’s 7,624 independent 
rural pharmacies closed, cre-
ating “drugstore deserts” in 
630 communities. 

Big retail pharma-
cy chains aren’t immune, 
either. In the fourth quarter 
of 2021, Rite Aid announced 
it would be closing 63 stores 
nationwide, and CVS plans 
to shut down 10% —900—
of its stores beginning in 
2022, citing competition 
from online options offered 

by tech giants like Amazon. 
Meeker Drugs—orig-

inally Meeker Drug—was 
started in 1962 by Herb and 
Bea Blagg, in the Main Street 
location where Prescriptions 
Salon and Spa now operates. 
When Herb Blagg’s grand-
daughter, Jones, bought the 
pharmacy in 2009 from her 
father’s wife Linda, she 
added the “S” to the name. 
The store relocated to the 
corner of Sixth and Main in 
2013, and Jones has worked 
to diversify the drugstore’s 
services ever since in an 
effort to keep the pharmacy 
viable.

Jones will continue to 
operate the coffee/soda/ice 
cream shop under the name 
Meeker Sweet Shop, and has 
added a UPS pickup/dropoff 
as well as a tuxedo rental 
service, and plans to remain 
invested in the local com-
munity where she has served 
as president of the Meeker 
Chamber board and has been 
instrumental in establishing 

the Meeker Skijor compe-
tition, which enters its third 
year in February. 

In May 2021, PMC 
CEO Liz Sellers responded 
to questions from the HT
regarding the hospital’s plans 
to implement a retail phar-
macy that raised concerns 
about competition between 
a publicly-funded entity (the 
Eastern Rio Blanco Health 
Service District which sup-
ports PMC) and a private 
business. 

Sellers’ response, via 
email, stated, “The hospi-
tal has been in discussions 

around putting in a retail 
pharmacy for a couple of 
years. The goal behind 
the retail pharmacy is not 
to compete with Meeker 
Drugs. Rather, the hospital 
hopes to supplement the ser-
vices that the local phar-
macy is providing by offer-
ing prescriptions that they 
cannot offer. Currently, our 
residents in the Walbridge 
Wing have their prescrip-
tions filled outside of the 
community. Bringing this 
service back to Meeker is a 
win for everyone.”

For now, while construc-

tion is underway, PMC is 
working with multiple Rio 
Blanco County departments 
and the Rangely Pharmacy 
at Rangely District Hospital 
to determine a system for 
transferring prescriptions for 
PMC patients and Walbridge 
Wing residents to Meeker 
until the new PMC-based 
pharmacy opens this spring. 
Once those details are final-
ized, they’ll be made known 
to the public.

You can call the RBC 
Alerts hotline for up-to-date 
information, as well, at 970-
878-7110.

Meeker loses 
independent 

pharmacy

JESUS IS (fill in the blank) ...

For decades, travelers along eastbound Hwy. 64 
near Rangely have seen “Jesus is comming” (sic) 
scrawled in white paint high up on the rock face 
south of the highway. According to longtime res-
ident Kelvin White, the lettering didn’t get much 
attention until the last few years with the advent 
of social media. Sometime in the last two months, 
the word “comming” has been removed. According 
to local history buffs, the apparent misspelling is 
not an error, but an archaic spelling of the word 
“coming” taken from 1600s Bible translations. It’s 
unclear who removed the word (or how) or if there 
are plans to repaint, revise or replace it. If anyone 
knows, give the HT a call at 970-878-4017.

N I K I  T U R N E R  P H O T O

(Right) the original loca-
tion of what became 
Meeker Drug on Main 
Street in the early 1900s. 

H E R A L D  T I M E S F I L E  P H O T O

L U CA S T U R N E R  P H O T O
Did we say something about 2021 being better than 2020? We don't recall, but we better not jinx it 
again ... so here's to the best 2022 you can have, and here's to whoever had the fortitude to stomp out 
a reat bi  2 22  on t e aintbrus  ar  ba  fi e , too

HELLO 2022 ...

!@#$

County welcomes new 
building inspector 

PAGE 2A

H E R A L D  T I M E S F I L E  P H O T O  
(Above) the neon Meeker Drug sign hung along Main 
Street for decades. At the end of 2021, the pharmacy 
o fi cia y s ut its oors
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CO U R T E SY  P H O T O
If you live in the town limits of Meeker or Rangely, you may be surprised to learn 
your county commissioner may not be who you think. The maps above show 
the boundaries of Rio Blanco County's commissioner districts, which were last 
adjusted by commissioners in 2010 and most recently approved in 2021 after the 
latest census numbers came in. 
A portion of Meeker and the Sage Hills area are actually in District 1, rather than 
District 3 along with the rest of the town. In Rangely, a slice of town limits north 
of 13 is also in District 1, rather than District 3. 

ou are we co e to ca  t e C er  an  ecor er s o fi ce to veri y your recinct or 
the caucus and your district at 970-878-9460.

Anthony Mazzola
Re-Elect Rio Blanco County Sheriff

meeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijormeeker skijor
FEBRUARY 18-20 ~ rbc fairgrounds

register now! www.meekerskijor.com

Meeker Elementary School fifth-grader 
Gracelynn Vierra was the winner of the fourth 
annual school district spelling bee on Monday, 
making her eligible for the state level of compe-
tition. Contestants from first through fifth grade 
went through 133 words on the Scripps National 
Spelling Bee 2022 list before Vierra completed 
the final, winning word: “radiation.” 

N I K I  T U R N E R  P H O T O

C-H-A-M-P ...

KNOW YOUR DISTRICT ...
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Giovanni's changes hands

hepher s latest film gets n er yo r s in

By ROXIE FROMANG
Special to the Herald Times

RANGELY I In the early 1970s John 
Payne’s restaurant career began as a dish-
washer at Garramone's Pizzeria and Italian 
Restaurant in Lakewood, Colorado. He 
soon discovered a love for cooking and 
pizza-making as well as love for his beau-
tiful high school sweetheart, Sandy. They 
married in 1975. Tony Garramone taught 
John the fine art of creating homemade 
Italian sausage and meatballs, pizza and 
pasta dishes. John worked his way up to the 
role of manager at Garramone’s and also 
helped open and manage Michelli’s Italian 
Restaurant in Jefferson County, Colorado. 

John worked in the restaurant industry 
for about 15 years but the long hours were 
wearing on his young family and in 1985 he 
changed careers. In 1991, John was given 
the opportunity to become part-owner of 
glass installation business SonLite Glass in 
Rio Blanco County by former Garramone’s 
co-worker Keith Fitzgibbons. John, Sandy 
and their teenaged children Jennifer and 
Jason left the city and hit the road to 
Northwest Colorado. The family settled 
into their new life in Rangely. John helped 
build the new business, Sandy worked at 
Giant Step Daycare, and also earned her 
associate degree at Colorado Northwestern 
Community College. Later Sandy took a 
full time position with CNCC as a net-
work specialist. Time marched on and 11 
years later John and business partner Keith 
desired a change. The stars aligned and 
the glass business sold around the same 
time that Marvin and Alice Boleng enter-
tained the idea of selling their business, 
Max’s Pizza, located at 855 E. Main St. in 
Rangely. Sandy and John had always want-
ed to own their own restaurant. With a lot 
of leg work, their restauranteur adventure 
began in September 2003.

The restaurant business in Rangely 
had its own set of unique challenges. 
It was much different than Garramone’s 
in Lakewood. John had to become more 
adaptable and learn his clientele. He often 
had to change directions from where he 
thought he was going. John’s vision of 
renovating the restaurant’s dining room, 
menu, kitchen space, and exterior happened 
more incrementally than he had hoped. 
The Paynes purchased two clay hearth 
ovens from longtime Rangely restaurant 
Magalino’s but other changes had to wait. 
A year passed before the Payne’s could 
remodel the dining room, followed by 
a kitchen remodel, exterior painting and 
stuccoing, then equipment upgrades in the 
following years. Another set of challeng-
es was the “boom” and “bust” econo-
my. Sandy credits the Chevron turnaround 
and its 500-plus temporary workers who 
swarmed to Rangely in 2017 for giving 
the restaurant a financial boost during an 
economic downturn. When the Covid-19 
pandemic hit the Paynes worked tirelessly 
trying to keep the restaurant in compliance 
and afloat. The customers caring and sup-
port always helped the couple press on and 
the Paynes have taken pride in providing a 
place where family and friends could gath-
er for good food. 

The Paynes and their business is more 
to the community than a local eatery. You 
would be hard pressed to find a negative 
Yelp or Google review about Giovanni’s, 
whether from a local or a drive by patron;  
the food is just that good and the service 
outstanding. Giovanni’s is a Northwest 
Colorado institution. For 18 years the com-
munity has enjoyed a variety of mouth-
watering menu items along with many 
blessings from this charitable couple. From 
Rangely Moms Super Bowl Pizza fundrais-
ers to Rangely Panther Booster Club, the 
Paynes have found several ways to scatter 
kindness around local organizations, fam-
ilies and individuals. When the Paynes 
announced their retirement and plans to 
sell their business in January, they received 
an outpouring of love and support from 

the community, but some were apprehen-
sive about losing John and Sandy and the 
changes that would follow to the beloved 
restaurant. 

However, a succession plan was 
already in place and in even better news, 
John and Sandy plan to remain in Rangely. 
Current Giovanni’s employee Samantha 
Herrera has been shadowing Sandy and 
John, preparing to become the new owner 
of the restaurant. Samantha Herrera came 
to Rangely from the Denver area when she 
was a teen. She attended high school and 
college in Rangely and first worked for 
Giovanni’s in 2007. She married Rangely 
native James Herrera in 2014 and the new-
lyweds moved outside of the area brief-
ly. Missing home after the birth of their 
now 4-year-old son Liam, they returned. 
Samantha lovingly refers to Rangely as a 
“bubble in time” to her friends and family 
back in the Denver area because “there 
really isn’t anywhere else you can live 
that is safe, affordable, and still provides 
opportunities to every age group.” When 
they returned to Rangely in 2018 Samantha 
went straight to John and asked to work at 
Giovanni’s again because she “had never 
encountered such great bosses before.” 

This is a dream come true for Samantha 
and her family. Samantha has named the 
new restaurant Gio’s Family Dining, pay-
ing homage to the Paynes. In time the 
new restaurant will also have a new look, 
with planned interior renovations and a 
new menu. Supply chain shortages have 
plagued the restaurant and she hopes to 
make some changes in order to provide 
consistency and different menu options 
for families. The menu will give focus to 
American dishes in hopes of appealing to a 
wider customer base. 

“I am excited to see how some of my 
new items will be received and just ask for 
some understanding during the transition. I 
will be doing specials periodically and will 
bring back some old favorites from time 
to time,” Herrera said. She is also eager to 
give back to her community in the same 
ways the Paynes have. 

Many tears have fallen in the back 
office of Giovanni’s as the finality of the 
transition sets in for Samantha and her 
mentors. Sandy said “retirement is exciting 
and bittersweet.” The excitement comes 
from turning over ownership to Samantha 
Herrera, who has plans to enhance the 
menu while keeping several favorite dish-
es. The bittersweet is missing daily visits, 
birthday celebrations and special events 
with customers. “We thank you for allow-
ing us to draw alongside you during your 
times of grief. It isn't easy to sum up 18 
years of serving you and the joy it has 
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R O X I E  F R O M A N G  P H O T O
Sandy and John Payne are stepping away from the restaurant business, hand-
ing Giovanni's to employee Samantha Herrera.

R O X I E  F R O M A N G  P H O T O
Samantha Herrera first worked for 
the Paynes in 2007. She'll be their 
successor with Gio's Family Dining.

A N D Y  R I G G S P H O T O
Calvin T. Shepherd and some of the cast & crew pose at the sold out 
premiere of ‘Safehouse 1618’ last November at the Lyric Cinema in Fort 
Collins

By LUCAS TURNER
lucas@ht1885.com

MEEKER I "The point of being 
a director is finding people who are 
skilled at their job, whether it be acting 
or cinematography or sound or music or 
whatever, and let them kind of do their 
own thing, because if you don't, it kind 
of rings false” said Calvin T. Shepherd, 
discussing the success of his critical-
ly acclaimed feature film “Safehouse 
1618.”

Shepherd, who grew up in Meeker, 
created his first film in high school. 
“Mrs. Kelley's class was the first time 
that I made films, and I really, really 
think that was huge,” he noted, reflect-
ing on the unique role of Film Director 
and its associated responsibilities. 
“When you have 10 people behind you, 
10 people in front of you, that part very 
much feels at home,” he said, adding “ 
it’s natural, it’s second nature.” 

Shepherd’s latest film has resonated 
with a diverse audience, as demonstrat-
ed by more than 35 film festival awards 
from both national and international fes-
tivals, including Official Selection, Best 
Narrative Feature, Best Leading Actress 
and Best Directing awards.

“The whole movie is just supposed 
to tap into that paranoia we had,” 
Shepherd noted, referring to the chaos 
and turmoil of 2020 that inspired the 
film’s screenwriting. “The boredom, the 
quarantine, each character has a mode 
that I felt like I went through when I was 
laid off and just stuck inside and had 
nothing else going on,” he said.

Shepherd believes that connection 
with real-world events and experiences 
has played a major role in the film’s 
success. “Hopefully that's why people 
are like, I don't know why this is getting 
under my skin, but it is,” he said.

The movie is difficult for any film 
buff to categorize by genre, and that’s 
how Shepherd likes it. “It's like a crime 
film, but also a thriller, but it also has 
slasher elements in it.” he said, noting 
that he likes “throwing genres in a 
blender and seeing what comes out,” 

similar to the way he described manag-
ing a crew: “controlling the chaos into 
the final product." 

Shepherd attributes his style to a 
variety of sources, including an ability 
to learn from mistakes and striving 
to improve with every film. He also 
spoke about his own artistic influences 
inspired by his parents “My dad was 
very much about watching movies with 
me” he said, reminiscing about Meeker 
Video– an iconic Main Street business 
that played a role in, is film obsession. 
“We used to go to Angie’s movie store 
all the time, that was my favorite spot. I 
miss that place honestly,” he said. 

From a writing standpoint, 
Shepherd’s mom also played a huge 
role. “My mom was an English major 
like me, so she was very much about 
helping me do critical analysis on nar-
ratives and things and figuring out what 
it was really about, why certain things 
happened,” he said. 

Shepherd also reiterated the impact 
that MHS teacher Kathleen Kelley and 
former HT editor Bobby Gutierrez had 
on him early on. 

All these years later, Shepherd has 
released three feature films and gradu-
ated from UNC with an Undergraduate 
degree in English and Minors in 
Creative Writing and Film Studies. In 
the time since he’s also expanded his 
perspective of work from which he 
draws inspiration. "The most important 
thing that you can do, I think, is just 
watch as many movies as you can, and 
just be as influenced by the form in 
general" he said, describing his current 
obsession with a niche of Italian horror 
films, called “Giallo” films, as well as 
a longstanding interest in film history.

Shepherd explained how a move-
ment of young, convention-breaking 
filmmakers in the ‘ 70s  continues to 
inspire his work “I just love how rebel-
lious they were in their filmmaking, how 
they broke rules as far as Hollywood 
was concerned, and that's something I 
like to do a lot."

'Safehouse 1618' nets 
35+ festival awards

See SHEPHERD, Page 8

See GIO'S, Page 2
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PRESS RELEASE
Special to the Herald 

Times

CRAIG |   Colorado 
Northwestern Community 
College (CNCC) and 
Moffat County are part-
nering to hosting a day-
long seminar on Jan. 28 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. for 
local ranchers and agricul-
ture producers. The sem-
inar will feature Dallas 
Mount, owner of Ranch 
Management Consultants 
out of Wheatland, 
Wyoming. Mount is well 
respected as a leader in 
helping ranchers improve 
the profitability and over-
all health of their agri-
culture enterprises. This 
“Ranching for Profit” 
seminar will focus on the 
economic leveraging of 
grazing management with 
consideration to drought 
challenges. 

According to Dr. Lisa 
Jones, CNCC President, 
the opportunity presented 
itself at an ideal time.

“Just a few weeks ago, 
we were approached by 
one of our county commis-
sioners in hopes that we 
might consider hosting this 
workshop instead of can-
celling it. I sought advice 
from leaders in and outside 
the college and received 
an enthusiastic response 
of yes. We saw this as a 
great way to support local 
agricultural businesses 
during difficult times and 
an opportunity to intro-
duce CNCC’s Agriculture 
Business and Rodeo pro-

grams to the Craig com-
munity. We also see this 
as another way for us to 
invest in Moffatt County 
residents who invest every 
day in CNCC.”

Drought is one thing 
northwest Colorado ranch-
ers know all too well. 
Rio Blanco and Moffat 
Counties are already 
experiencing severe and 
extreme drought condi-
tions. Despite the most 
recent snowfall, roughly 
67%  of the state is currently 
in severe drought or worse 
(U.S. Drought Monitor). 
The outlook doesn’t appear 
much better, as the 20-year 
drought in Colorado con-
tinues knocking at the door. 

The economic impact 
that drought has on crop 
and livestock production is 
enough to put some pro-
ducers out of business –  
learning how to manage 
and mitigate these chal-
lenges is critical for main-
taining operations. 

“Change is the only 
constant we can plan for in 
agriculture”, said Melody 
Villard, Moffat County 
Commissioner. “By its very 
nature, everything we do 
in production agriculture 
has little predictability and 
we think we have become 
great at quickly adapting to 
seemingly instant changes 
in animal behavior, weath-
er, human behavior and 
more. The reality is, we 
can do more to ensure our 
businesses are profitable.” 

The Ranching for Profit 
workshop hopes to help 
ranchers better navigate 

these difficult times. Dallas 
will share tools to help pro-
ducers understand what is 
happening to their busi-
ness and offer insights on 
how to effectively plan for 
economic downturns, and 
more specifically, drought. 

“With the challenges 
producers face in our cur-
rent climate, working with 
consultants like Dallas 
allows us all to come up 
with new ideas, or new 
ways to look at old ideas, 
to improve our profit mar-
gins and sustainability.”, 
said Carrie Olsen, CNCC 
Agriculture Instructor and 
local rancher. “Expanding 
the Animal Science and 
Agricultural Business pro-
grams to the Craig campus 
will allow us to continue 
to build on ways to sustain 
ranching in our local com-
munities.”

Topics to be covered as 
part of the seminar include 
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The Colorado Sun

C I Three state 
agencies have launched a 
joint audit of Mind Springs 
Health, sending state 
investigators to review 
documents and financial 
records at the nonprofit 
mental health agency for 
10 Western Slope coun-
ties. 

The organization, one 
of 17 regional community 
mental health centers that 
receive millions of dollars 
each year in public fund-
ing, has been at the fore-
front of criticism as poli-
cymakers look to revamp 
Colorado’s behavioral 
health safety-net system. 

Mind Springs, which 
serves residents from 
Summit County to Mesa 
County, was the subject of 
a recent Colorado News 
Collaborative investi-
gation that found local 
officials — including 
the Summit County jail 

— were ending contracts 
with the mental health 
center. Public officials and 
local residents said the 
center has failed to help 
needy people in mental 
health crisis and that its 
leadership was not public-
ly accounting for how it 
spent tax dollars. 

The mental health 
center gets public fund-
ing, mainly from the state 
Medicaid program, to care 
for needy people who are 
covered by Medicaid, 
are underinsured or lack 
insurance. 

The Colorado 
Department of Health Care 
Policy and Financing, 
which oversees the 
Medicaid program, con-
firmed the site review of 
Mind Springs on Tuesday, 
acknowledging that it had 
sent state investigators to 
Mind Springs’ offices in 
western Colorado. Two 
other state agencies — 
the Colorado Department 
of Human Services and 
the Colorado Department 

of Public Health and 
Environment — are par-
ticipating in the audit. 

The review will look 
for signs of fraud, waste 
and abuse, as well as 
health and safety stan-
dards and financial trans-
parency, according to a 
joint statement from the 
three departments. 

Mind Springs pub-
lic relations director 
Stephanie Keister said the 
review is “not an investi-
gation.” Instead, she said 
the center is “collaborat-
ing and working closely” 
with the three state agen-
cies to “develop opportu-
nities to enhance care” in 
the community. 

“We’re looking for-
ward to this joint process 
and the outcomes,” she 
said, via email. 

The “joint site review” 
comes after community 
complaints about Mind 
Springs reached the state 
level, according to the 

Three state agencies launch 
joint audit of Mind Springs

u See M  ,
Page 6A

T H U R S D AY ,  J A N U A R Y  2 7 T H,  2 0 2 2
4 to 6 p.m. ~ MHS Lobby before the Rangely/Meeker basketball games

T H U R S D AY ,  J A N U A R Y  2 7
 to 6 p.m. ~ MHS Lobby before the Rangely/Meeker basketball games

• $20/bowl with soup, salad and breadstick 
prepared by the MHS FCCLA
• All proceeds go to local non-profi t orga-
nizations
• All of these bowls are handmade by the 
MHS Art Department

Please contact Ben Quinn at ben.quinn@meeker.k12.
co.us or at (970)878-9070 ext. 337 for more info.

www.wrenergy.com • 233 6th St., Meeker • 878-9876

Special to the Herald Times

MEEKER I Some photos speak more than words. Such is the case with this one 
that came across our desk last week.  Most handlers that compete at the Meeker 
Classic know these two. Pat and Ila Sturgeon have provided the practice field 
for the Meeker Classic since 2006. On their ranch west of town in Powell Park, 
Pat and Ila set up a practice course for handlers to work their dogs on while 
in Meeker. Scheduling times for practice is a ritual that many handlers look 
forward to each year. Not only do they get to work their dogs, but they get the 
opportunity to visit with Pat and Ila. It’s a hard call on what holds the greater 
attraction — the visits or the work!  Needless to say, these handlers that come 
to Meeker have found friendship and wisdom in their time spent on the prac-
tice field down in Powell Park. 

Pat and Ila’s story is a heartwarming affirmation on the value of a true 
partnership and love. Introduced by mutual friend Spud Proctor, they first 
met 63 years ago. Pat Sturgeon was 19 then — a young man working on his 
family’s sheep ranch at Axial Basin and Wilson Creek about 20 miles 
northeast of Meeker and Ila Chamberlain was from Rifle and a 
schoolgirl of 15 years — she was young, but obviously knew 
her mind. Recognizing each other from trips to the Rifle 
Sale Barn, their first date was a 
movie in Glenwood Springs. 
A year later, on Aug. 11, 
1960, they were married. 
Both were underage 
(Pat then 20 and Ila 16) 
they eloped to Grand 
Junction, Colorado, and 
came back to work and 
live on Pat’s family’s 
ranch.

On the ranch, the sheep 
trailed to the Red Desert in 
Wyoming from Meeker in the 
fall and it was there that Ila set 
up housekeeping in a sheep camp 
as a newlywed. Spending the winters 
in Wyoming and trailing back to Colorado 
for spring and summer, the migratory life of western 

sheep ranching became Pat and Ila’s life. When children came, Ila had to stay a bit closer 
to home — yet the sheep continued as their life’s work as they raised the two girls. Pat’s 

parents, George and Esther Sturgeon, retired and sold the ranch in the early 1970s. 
Pat and Ila were able to travel with their family to Canada for a couple summers, 

traveling by RV and seeing the country.  Pat worked on sheep ranches and 
construc- tion for a while and then, like most 

who have it in their blood — got 
back into the sheep business and 

bought the place in Powell Park 
where they still live today. 

Their sheep traveled West 
now to the Utah desert for 
the wintertime and then back 
up to Meeker and beyond to 

Burro Mountain for the summer 
and fall.  Nothing was trucked, 

they trailed both ways –  logging 
many a mile on the roads between 

the winter and summer ranges. They 
had a few herders that worked for 

them, but Pat told his girls, “None of the 
herders works harder than your mom.” And 

so, mostly they did it all by themselves. Pat 
settled his sheep into their bedding ground each 

night at dusk, waiting until everyone was settled 
and then he’d return home to the house or sheep camp. 
Their family has grown now — two daughters, 

Shawna and Nancy, have given them six grandchildren 
and five great-grandchildren. Along the way, Jane Turnburke 

became a third unofficially adopted daughter that shares a special 
place in their family.  Over the years Pat and Ila have given time to 

their community -  serving as steadfast advocates for youth and agricul-
ture.  Warm and genuine, Pat and Ila always have time to visit and volunteer 

in the community. 
In recent years, Pat and Ila have sold the 

bulk of their flock and permits to another range 
operation that continues today. Sheep continue 
to be their focus as a farm flock now, that they 
graze and grow close to home.  The sheep 

wagon still sits at home for 
occasional use, and Pat and 
Ila’s days are still guided 
by the sheep and the season 
— spring lambing, summer 
hay, grazing, fall weaning 
and winter feeding. It’s a 
cycle of life, a labor of love 
that they’ve shared for 61 
plus years together. What a 
treasure — to work side by 
side for 61 years!  Here’s to 
many more.
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True Love: Working side-by-side for 61-plus years

By LUCAS TURNER
lucas@ht1885.com

RBC I “These mines that 
are burning in Colorado have 
been burning for many, many 
years, some of them over 100 
years,” said Tara Tafi, Senior 
Environmental Protection 
Specialist for Colorado 
Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Reclamation Mining 
and Safety (DRMS). Tafi over-
sees the department’s mine 
fire program, which catalogs, 
monitors and performs mitiga-
tion/abatement on a total of 38 
underground fires in the state of 
Colorado, including three in Rio 
Blanco County.

“The lion's share of them 
are between Glenwood Springs 
and Craig,” she noted, refer-
encing information compiled 
in decades of reports including 
a study commissioned in 2018 
titled “Colorado Underground 
Coal Mine Fires 2018 Inventory 
Report.” 

The report by Tetra Tech 
explores the science behind 
underground coal fires in detail, 
catalogs 38 underground fires in 
the state, assesses relative risks, 
and recommends potential abate-
ment/safety mitigation measures.

C  M  M
Among the fires in Rio 

Blanco County, the report lists 
the Black Diamond Mine Fire 
(approximately 1 mile northwest 
of Meeker, Colorado) at # 12 
overall, with a relative risk score 
of 4.7, or “medium risk” due to 
elevated vent temperatures, high 
concentrations of CO (carbon 
monoxide) and proximity to a 
trail system, as well as the town. 

Located on a tributary of 
Anderson Gulch, operations 
at the mine go back as far as 
1904, when HT archives show 
a banner advertisement for 
‘ Black Diamond Coal,” addition-
al records show the mine was 
worked at the time by George 
M. Lord in 1906, with ads not-

ing “the Black Diamond Mine 
is open.” From 1916 onward, 
the Electric Coal Company oper-
ated the mine, producing just 
over 30 tons of sub-bituminous 
coal (also called black lignite) 
until 1930 when the mine por-
tal was sealed due to a fire. 
Based on records from Colorado 
Geological Survey, DRMS, and 
HT archives examined so far, it 
is still unclear what originally 
sparked the fire that is still active 
today, more than 90 years later.

The main vent, where “sur-
face expression” of the fire is 
most evident, was the origi-
nal location of the mine portal 
(the structure surrounding the 
immediate entrance to a mine). 
Measurements of the vent taken 
in 2018 registered temperatures 
of 439 degrees Fahrenheit around 
a small area of blackened, creo-
sote-coated rocks that offer a 
visual indicator of its location.
2   M

Rocks covering the area, 

called “riprap,” were put in 
place deliberately in 2016 as 
part of a DRMS reclamation 
project. Tafi oversaw the proj-
ect, which sought to mitigate 
wildfire danger by reducing or 
eliminating the fire’s surface 
expression. Reclamation work 
included excavation and backfill 
with rocks to create a fire break 
between the mine’s entrance and 
surface vegetation. 

Tafi said “In this situation it 
made sense to excavate it as deep 
as we could, cool all the mate-
rials on the surface that were 
burning, mix anything that had 
coal in it with non-carbonaceous 
material, like sandstone and soil, 
and then pack it back in and 
cover that whole area with rock.” 

She highlighted changes as 
a result of the work by describ-
ing the fire’s surface expression 
prior to 2016 as “a series of large 
fractures that were all venting 
and all hot.” As of 2018, Tetra’s 
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u See MINES, Page 8A
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P A T  D A G G E T T  P H O T O
Springtime in the Rockies means snow showers and flowers, all at the same time. Don't forget to 
spring forward this weekend on the clock, as well–Daylight Saving Time begins at 2 a.m. Sunday.
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BY LUCAS TURNER

lucas@ht1885.com

RBC I Backcountry 
enthusiasts should be aware 
that avalanche danger is 
shifting due to a combina-
tion of warm weather and 
recent snowfall. Colorado 
Avalanche Information 
Center’s (CAIC) Brian Lazar 
highlighted more than 700 
avalanches in the last week 
of February, including large 
avalanches near Marble and 
Crested Butte. Lazar said 
most activity took place 
in the central and southern 
mountains of the state which 
got more snowfall in recent 
storm events. 

All regions on the 
Western Slope including the 
Flat Tops Wilderness Area 
are currently listed as “mod-
erate“ danger on the CAIC‘ s 
website.

Lazar described the shift-
ing conditions in the Weekly 

Avalanche Update for March 
3 as “a tricky transitional 
period with a lot of very 
warm temperatures.” He 
explained that these fac-
tors are producing a mix of 
different avalanches types, 
including:

■ wet avalanche activity 
at sunny and lower eleva-
tions, 

■ wet-slab avalanches 
breaking loose on warmer 
southerly slopes, mostly near 
tree lines 

■ dry slab avalanches 
breaking loose on northerly 
colder slopes buried by fresh 
snow from recent storms.

Anyone heading into the 
backcountry is advised to 
check up-to-date avalanche 
information at av al anche.
state.co.u s

CAIC also shares weekly 
safety updates and other ava-
lanche related info on their 
YouTube page http s: / / b it.
l y / 3 C r3 p z D

BY KATIE KING
Special to the Herald Times

RANGELY I The 
essence of a viable commu-
nity is the means by which it 
provides for the education-
al, recreational and health 
needs of its citizens. Special 
districts provide communi-
ty-based services that are 
invaluable and uplift the 
community. The health of 
a community is judged by 
the resources it provides 
for the community to uti-
lize. Parents, for example, 
typically look at the school 
district, neighborhood safe-
ty and recreational oppor-
tunities when choosing a 

community to raise their 
children. 

Rangely is fortunate 
to have strong special dis-
tricts such as the Western 
Rio Blanco Metropolitan 
Recreation and Park District 
(WRBM) that includes the 
camper park, the recreation 
center, the golf course and 
Elks Park. These are ameni-
ties that encourage families 
to live here and sustain the 
quality of life for local res-
idents, of which Rangely 
is particularly proud. 
Depending on the season, 
on any given Saturday the 
playground or the pool is 
filled with children’s laugh-
ter. Families flow in and out 

of the rec center’s doors. 
The recreation center is the 
go-to place for after-school 
activities. The golf course is 
unique from any other in the 
local region. The rec center 
offers free Wi-Fi and has 
space for studying, meet-
ings or conferences. WRBM 
hosts multiple free commu-
nity events throughout the 
year. Favorites include the 
Fourth of July fireworks;  
inflatables for commu-
nity and school events;  
Christmasfest and parade;  
Easter and Halloween 
events;  and multiple dis-
counts for members. 

WRBM will ask local 
citizens for a mill levy 

increase at the May 2022 
election. The last time the 
district voted for a mill levy 
increase was in 1996. Tax 
revenue has decreased over 
the last decade which has 
resulted in insufficient funds 
to cover operating expenses. 
As people move away or 
as property values decrease, 
the amount of revenue the 
mill tax generates decreases. 
The same four mills that 
were approved in 1996 do 
not generate the same reve-
nue as they did then. During 
the last 10 years, the mill 
levy revenue has decreased 
by $994,520. That amount 
can go a long way in a 
small district. Since 2011, 

the average cost per year 
is $180,000 to maintain 
all facilities and the equip-
ment required to maintain 
them. While the budget has 
decreased, expenses have 
increased. 

WRBM Director Tim 
Webber described a few of 
the current needs of the dis-
trict at this time including 
handicap accessible door 
openers to maintain ADA 
compliance. The specific 
parts required have been dis-
continued and the replace-
ment costs approximately 
$6K for each of the two-but-
ton operators on each door 
set, for a total close to $13K. 

The district has used 
its reserves, reduced staff 
positions, and tried to avoid 
increasing rates. Rates at the 
golf course have been raised 
over the last two years and 
the Rec Center has only 
increased once since open-
ing in 1980 and only by 
$1.25, offering the lowest 
rates in the region. They 
hope to keep those rates low 
for the enjoyment of visitors. 
In the event that they cannot 
secure a mill levy increase, 
the district will need to 
make drastic decisions that 
may result in no after-school 
classes, no indoor pool, no 
one to mow the park and 
playground area, no one 
to perform repairs, and no 
trash collection. 

These amenities require 
maintenance and upkeep 
costs that are often unno-
ticed except by the crews 
that use them and the admin 
staff. Repairs, upkeep and 
renovations can be costly. 
If a gazebo breaks, without 
WRBM, there is no one to 
fix it. The irrigation sys-
tems are maintained by the 
district. Without those, all 
green life turns brown very 
quickly in this arid climate 
and landscape. The play-
ground was last resurfaced 
in 2016 and is due again. 
Comments by parents on the 
playground are often heard, 
“Why don’t they fix it?  It’s 
dangerous! ” The communi-
ty decides which districts 
they fund and which ones 
they are going to live with-

out when they vote. WRBM 
recognizes the difficult 
times the community is fac-
ing as a community, region, 
and country. The decision 
to ask the community for 
additional funding through 
a mill levy increase was a 
difficult one and saved for 
the last resort. Without a 
mill levy increase, the dis-
trict will eventually dissolve 
all assets as required by the 
Special District Association 
of Colorado which provides 
the board member manual 
for supporting communi-
ty-based governments. The 
SDA provides the manual as 
a reference focused on the 
legal duties, requirements, 
and procedures applicable to 
special districts in Colorado 
like WRBM.

In 2021, the Rangely 
community voted not to 
fund the school district’s 
requested increase and the 
school district has since 
had several major expenses. 
Webber cautions the com-
munity against cannibal-
izing itself for tax dollars. 
What each taxpayer will 
save in property taxes will 
cost the community resourc-
es that support the lifestyle 
it values. For the average 
homeowner in Rangely, it 
is approximately an addi-
tional $57/year in property 
taxes. Without the resourc-
es to support a population, 
the population disappears. 
Cherished small towns 
become ghost towns, a phe-
nomenon that has happened 
across our greater region. 

The opportunity to vote 
for the quality of life in 
Rangely is being presented 
to the community. Webber 
will be holding informa-
tional meetings in the Rec 
Center conference room at 
the following times: March 
16, March 29, April 14, April 
25 at 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. 
Citizens seeking informa-
tion can attend and ask ques-
tions to make an informed 
vote. Webber invites every-
one to attend. The WRBM 
board has two elector seats 
open. Citizens are encour-
aged to be involved in the 
decisions of WRBM.

Rangely Rec Center seeks mill levy increase

K A T I E  K I N G  P H O T O S
On March 4, Parkview Elementary 
transformed into Hogwarts School 
of Witchcraft and Wizardry for 
staff, students and parents alike 
to attend. The school was packed 
and the sound of wonder and 
joy filled the rooms and halls. 
Principal Carlene Cantrell was 
excited to host the event after 
covid forced administration to 
cancel it in the fall and in 2020. 
She highlighted the great turnout 
and enjoyment of staff and stu-
dents.
This year was the seventh year 
of the annual Night at Hogwarts 
event. The event's inception in 
2013 was inspired after retired 
teacher and Harry Potter enthu-
siast Vicki Douglas attended a 
similar event with her grandson 
and planned the idea bigger and 
better for the Rangely School 
District. Many thanks to Douglas 
for her inspiration and continued 
dedication to the event. The event 
serves as a community outreach 
and fundraiser for teachers and 
classrooms. 

��������������������

Avalanche danger 
moderate, shifting
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•Commissioners discuss land use regulations PAGE 2A
•Sizemore celebrates retirement PAGE 3A
•Opinion PAGE 4A
•Meeker Mustang Makeover to feature Sand Wash horses PAGE 6A
•Obituaries PAGE 7A
•Rangely trustees talk economic development PAGE 8A
•Smoking River brewpub license approved PAGE 8A
•Local Sports PAGE 1B

INSIDE

STATE OF THE SNOWPACK ...

X X  P H O T O
Even by Colorado standards, late December storms dumped a LOT of snow, 
depositing 19 inches of snow water equivalent (SWE) and bringing statewide 
values for precipitation to 120% and snowpack to 126% of median, including 
the combined Yampa-White-Little Snake basin at 117% (top left). Despite large 
amounts of snow, reservoir storage throughout the state is still at 74% of normal 
due to continued below average snowfall last winter. Storage in the Yampa-
White-Little Snake River basin is at 77% compared to 97% at the same time last 
year (top right).
The state is also still experiencing drought as a result of cumulative warm temperatures and below average precipitation. According to the US Drought Monitor, Rio 
Blanco county is still experiencing moderate to severe drought in most of the county (bottom left), but it's not all bad news. “Aided by abundant snowfall on the west-
ern s o e, strea  ow orecasts or western river basins are a  consi erab y i er t an t ey were ast year at t is ti e,  sai  C   in t e ater u y ut oo  

e ort ro  an   Current strea  ow orecasts ran e ro   o  e ian at ite iver near Mee er to  o  e ian at itt e na e iver near i y botto  
right).

T H U R S D AY ,  J A N U A R Y  2 7 T H,  2 0 2 2
4 to 6:30 p.m. ~ MHS Lobby before the Rangely/Meeker basketball games

T H U R S D AY ,  J A N U A R Y  2 7
 to 6:30 p.m. ~ MHS Lobby before the Rangely/Meeker basketball games

• $20/bowl with soup, salad and breadstick 
prepared by the MHS Culinary Students
• All proceeds go to local non-profi t 
organizations
• All of these bowls are handmade by the 
MHS Art Department

Please contact Ben Quinn at ben.quinn@meeker.k12.
co.us or at (970)878-9070 ext. 337 for more info.

FISHING FUN ...

SA R A  ST E P H E N SO N / E R B M  CO U R T E SY  P H O T O
Co ora o ar s  i i e an  M ecreation  ar  istrict artnere  or t eir annua  ice fi s in  
day at Lake Avery last weekend.

TRICK
SHOT ...

M A T T  SCO G G I N S P H O T O
Rangely alumnus Travis Coates made $100 on a 
half court trick shot at the Panthers home game. 
More sports coverage on Page 1B.
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• Recall petition 
su� icient Page 2
• News Briefs Page 3
• Opinion Page 4
• Town of Meeker 
Page 6
• Town of Rangely 
Page 8
• Local Sports Page 9
• Rangely School 
Board Page 11
• CNCC dental 
hygiene students visit 
Horizons Page 11

INSIDE

CRITICAL THINKING

S K I L L S  R E Q U I R E D

ADVISORY

~ FOR THE BIRDS ~
Colorado Parks & Wildlife, ag students relocate town turkeys

K A T I E  L O CK W O O D  P H O T O
Girl Scout Cookies are a February favorite and the kindergarten through 
first grade Meeker Girl Scout Troop is now selling near you. There are five 
girls enrolled in this year’s troop, which will be selling cookies at Watt’s 
Ranch Market every Wednesday from 5-6 p.m. until Mar. 9. They can also 
be found at Smoking River Brewing Co. and the upcoming Meeker Skijor 
event. Cookies are also available for purchase online at https://digitalcook-
ie.girlscouts.org/scout/troop13082-512?fpkp=1. 
By supporting the Meeker Girl Scout troop, you are supporting the non-
profit Hometown Heroes program which delivers all unsold cookies and 
customer donated boxes to first responders in our community. The Meeker 
Girl Scouts appreciate your support! Pictured above left to right are Laurie 
Holmlund with Girl Scout Rily Alger and Ashley Carslay with Girl Scout 
Jayden Carslay at Watt's Ranch Market.

C IS FOR COOKIE ...
By LUCAS TURNER

lucas@ht1885.com

MEEKER I Following major storms in December, 
Colorado snowpack looked pretty good, even measuring 
above average around most of the state. The welcome 
precipitation broke a “particularly dry” early winter, 
pushing snowpack to above median levels in some areas 
of the state. This led experts to project “well above nor-
mal” streamflow forecasts for all major river basins.

As a result of continued dry conditions year-over-
year, hydrologists have noted that above-average snow-
pack is now necessary in order to see stream flows 
closer to “normal,” since increased temperatures and 
less moisture overall means dryer soil, which means less 
runoff making its way into the surface water. “Dry soil 
conditions going into winter can reduce the observed 
streamflow relative to what the observed peak snowpack 
ends up being,” said NRCS Hydrologist Karl Wetlaufer.

Though December’s “exceptional precipitation” may 
have offered a glimpse into a pre-megadrought water 
year, dry conditions in January brought snowpack and 
water supply projections back to normal for most of the 
state. NRCS February 1 report notes “A ridge of high 
pressure in January left much of Colorado drier than nor-
mal for the month.”  The Colorado Headwaters and com-
bined Yampa-White-Little Snake river basins received 
76 and 72%  of normal precipitation, respectively. Some 
of the effects of these facts are:

■ snowpack dropped from 126%  to 105%  of median
■ water year-to-date precipitation dropped from 

120%  to 106%  of median
■ streamflow forecasts dropped from 115%  to 93%  

of median
The report also highlighted reservoir storage as a 

“major consideration” since most reservoirs in the state 
are below-normal and hold less acre-feet of water than 
they did a year ago. Wetlaufer added “it should also be 
kept in mind that Lake Powell and Lake Mead are also 
at the lowest levels on record which has an effect on 
the entire Colorado Basin and can continue to affect the 
headwaters here in Colorado.”

White River Conservancy District director Alden 
Vanden Brink also commented on storage concerns 
during this week’s board of commissioners meeting. He 
stated "Unless we start getting some storms, we're look-

By NIKI TURNER
editor@ht1885.com

MEEKER I High 
school ag students from 
Moffat County teamed up 
with Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife (CPW) staff last 
Friday in Meeker for a tur-
key trapping expedition. The 
population of wild turkeys 
has grown dramatically 
during the last decade, with 
more than 400 estimated to 
be around the Meeker area, 
including a growing flock 
who have made their home 
within town limits. The 
increase in turkey numbers 
generated some citizen com-
plaints and prompted CPW 
to take action to relocate the 
town-dwelling birds. 

CPW staff provided food 
at the corner of the soccer 
field on Seventh Street daily 
while awaiting the arrival of 
a special net that could be 
released remotely using mag-
nets. Early Friday morning, 
the birds meandered in for 
the breakfast special and the 
net was dropped. CPW staff 

and the ag students rushed in 
to hold the birds down. Forty 
turkeys, all hens, were cap-
tured (one escaped). A CPW 
veterinarian drew blood from 
each bird to monitor for any 
diseases and the birds were 
banded before being boxed 
up and transported to their 
new home up Milk Creek, 
near the forest. 

Area Wildlife Manager 
Bill deVergie said they may 
try to capture a few of the 
tom turkeys remaining in 
town in the near future.

Anyone who finds or 
harvests a banded bird is 
asked to report date and loca-
tion to the CPW office or to 
a local officer to increase 
understanding of the birds’ 
movement patterns. 

For hunters, there’s a 
limited license spring season 
on turkeys east of Meeker 
and a general unlimited 
license spring season west 
of Meeker. New this year 
will be a fall season. Details 
are available on the CPW 
website or hunting season 
brochure. 

Snowpack down 
after dry January

CA I T L I N  W A L K E R  P H O T O S
CPW officers and Moffat County ag students captured and relocated a flock of area turkeys this week. A veterinarian took blood samples and birds were banded 
before being placed in boxes and transported to the Milk Creek area.

u See SNOWPACK, Page 2
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BY NIKI TURNER
editor@ht1885.com

MEEKER I After 35 
years as a cosmetologist, 
Swanky’s Salon owner 
Melanie McKee is passing 
the scissors — so to speak 
— to Candace Maes. The 
transfer of ownership was 
official on March 15, 2022.

McKee owned Swanky’s 
for 25 years. “I opened it 
by myself, rented a little 
house, then moved into the 
Carsten’s place on Main 
before it burned. After Sue 
Duke left we moved into the 
‘ new’ space.” 

McKee has taken time 
off in the last year for med-
ical reasons, and said she’s 
enjoying getting back to 
doing art and spending extra 
time with her husband, Lyle. 

It will be six years on 
April 1 since that move to 
685 Main St., and about the 
same time since Candace 
Maes started working with 
McKee and Brenda Stewart. 

Maes came to Meeker 
in 2016 with her husband. 
“We followed my hus-
band’s family from Byers 
[ Colorado] ,” she said. She’s 
been a licensed cosmetolo-
gist since 2013. “I got my 

license while I was still in 
high school. I’ve always 
wanted to own my own 
salon.”

Maes is changing 
the name of the salon to 
Rozzi’s, in honor of her 
nine-month-old daugh-
ter Rozlynn. McKee will 
keep the Swanky’s business 
name for her own future 
endeavors. 

Business hours at 
Rozzi’s will continue to be 
Tuesday-Saturday from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. and there’s 
a new number to call for 
an appointment: 720-226-
8874.

Swanky's becomes Rozzi's

BY NIKI TURNER
editor@ht1885.com

MEEKER I Following the departure 
of two of its seven board members in 
April 2021, the Eastern Rio Blanco Health 
Services District board voted in July 2021 
to change the seven-person board estab-
lished in 2006 to a five-person board, 
citing difficulty in generating interest and 
commitment for the volunteer board, and 
two of the last three election cycles being 
unopposed.

Colorado statute provides direction for 
increasing a special district board from 
five to seven, but offers no direction for 
decreasing the number of board members. 
In the event a five-member board opts to go 
to seven, state statute does not permit that 
board to go back to five members. 

The district filed a resolution to amend 
the bylaws in August 2021 with the Rio 
Blanco County Commissioners after receiv-
ing only one letter of interest for the two 
open positions, and only hearing one com-
ment from the public.

The resolution was discussed by the 
commissioners in a work session on Sept. 
14, 2021, with the two commissioners in 
attendance agreeing they saw no problem 

with the change. The item was not appar-
ently added to any subsequent agendas for 
an official vote by the BoCC, and according 
to statute, if comment is not received within 
45 days, the resolution is to be filed with the 
clerk of the court for a decision. That was 
done on March 1, 2022.  

The decision whether to change the 
district’s original bylaws is now scheduled 
for a public hearing in Rio Blanco County 
Combined Court on April 19 at 9 a.m. with 
Judge Norrdin. 

Members of the public who wish to 
share their thoughts on whether the district 
should have a seven person or five person 
board may submit a letter to the judge 
prior to the hearing, addressing case num-
ber 2006CV22. Letters can be emailed to 
rbctymeeker@judicial.state.co.us, dropped 
off at the court, or mailed to PO Box 1150, 
Meeker, CO 81641. The hearing is open 
to the public in person or via Webex (see 
tinyurl.com/yfu2y3ka for instructions).

The next Eastern Rio Blanco Health 
Services District board election is set for 
May 3, 2022, with seven names on the 
ballot: incumbents Kai Turner and Todd 
Shults, Michael Hoke, J.H. Sheridan, D. 
Wade Bradfield, Bobby Gutierrez and 
Jeffrey Eskelson. 

Public hearing set to decide if 
hospital district can change board

Serving the Citizens of Rio Blanco County Since 1885 Vol. 137, No. 32March 17, 2022 ht1885.com $100

��������������������������

Prom Dress Fashion Show & Resale
March 19th, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Meeker Sweet Shop ~ 315 6th St.

Shop Local & Choose a Prom Dress for Less!

$8Door Fee
Includes 

pastries & drinks*** Tuxedo Rentals Also Available! ***

CO U R T E SY  P H O T O
Melanie McKee (left), owner of Swanky's Salon, officially transferred ownership 
to Candace Maes on March 15, 2022.

K I M  E K ST R O M  P H O T O
Monday, March 14, also known as National Napping Day (thanks, Daylight Saving Time), national Pi Day (3.14), National Potato Chip Day, National Write 
Your Story Day, and coincidentally, International Day of Action for Rivers, was also Really, Really Beautiful Sunrise on the White River Day. But maybe 
that's every day ...

�����������������
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BY KATIE KING
Special to the Herald 

Times

RANGELY I 
MARCH 8 MEETING:

Jon Templeton 
addressed the Rangely 
Board of Trustees 
regarding concerns 
brought to the board about 
mosquito abatement. 
It was suggested by a 
concerned citizen that 
a better way to manage 
mosquitos that would 
reduce the risk to helpful 
insects, particularly bees, 
be considered. Templeton, 
with support from Town 
Manager Lisa Piering, 
explained to the board that 
the methods suggested are 
already being employed. 
Current methods utilized 
include larvicides and 
adulticides — Vectobac, 
Altosid briquettes, and 
Evoluer Adulticide 
which is a permethrin 
base with a low volume 
sprayer. The rotation of 
products helps to reduce 
insecticide resistance by 
controlling mosquitoes at 
the larva and adult life 
stages. Templeton shared 
that a better method isn’t 
realistically feasible by 
his understanding and 
that these methods are not 
strong enough to kill a 
bee, even if it were to 
get into the machine and 
formulas. Templeton 
further shared his 
organization's methods for 
spraying including using 
the briquettes in storm 
drains and other places 
with standing water and 
spraying the North/South 
sides of town. Mosquitoes 
typically begin their life 
cycle near the river and 
due to the White River 
being outside of town 
limits, the town does not 
provide abatement there. 
Trustee Don Davidson 
shared that members 
of the White River 
Emergency Preparedness 

(WRAP) group had 
expressed concerns to 
him with potential ideas 
for alternative methods. 
Davidson and Templeton 
came to an agreement to 
connect the concerned 
folks with him, in hopes of 
discussing education and 
communication.

Trustees approved 
the Rangely Elks Lodge 
1907 Special Event permit 
for the OHV Rodeo at 
Columbine Park on April 
30, 2022.

The board approved 
action to approve the 
application to AGNC for 
a mini-grant for $10,000 
to complete the solar 
lighting of the Kennedy 
Drive Path and discussed 
and approved action for 
an application to AARP 
for $15,000 to match the 
AGNC grant to complete 
four additional lights on 
Kennedy Drive Path and 
to install three lights on S. 
White at the entrance of 
Pinyon Circle.

The application to Just 
Transition and Northwest 
Development Council was 
approved by the board to 
be amended as there are 
other grants and funding 
available. The Town plans 
to manage the funding 
available to best meet 
the town’s needs and 
priorities.

Town Manager 
Lisa Piering shared 
her update to include 
elected officials training 
in Meeker on March 15 
and safety training for all 
departments. The Town is 
contracting with Networks 
Unlimited to assist in cyber 
security and management. 
The products offered are 
minimal cost and help 
add a layer of security 
for the town. Piering 
shared that Supervisor 
Don Reed would also be 
applying additional efforts 
as water treatment plants 
are under increased risk. 
The Pinyon Circle water 
line replacement project 

has been scaled down due 
to lesser issues and more 
efficient solutions found. 

Informational items 
included a Coffee with a 
Cop meeting with a high 
turnout and beneficial 
conversations. Jeannie 
Caldwell submitted a 
short article from “The 
Surveyor” which published 
a highlight from the 
website HeidiTown.com 
that named Rangely “the 
friendliest little town.” 

M a y o r  A n d y 
Schaffer highlighted the 
Community Garden Board 
vacancies and offered 
Trustee Don Davidson to 
share updates regarding 
WRAP members who 
have previously expressed 
interest in volunteering. 
Davidson shared that 
Piering connected him 
with Janet Miller who also 
works with and utilizes 
the Community Garden to 
start the Town’s flowers 
before planting them in 
pots around town. 
MARCH 22 
MEETING

Chamber of Commerce 
Director McKenzie 
Webber addressed the 
board regarding the 
upcoming ROAR event 
scheduled for April 
28-May 1. The event is 
one month away and 115 
vehicles are registered. 
Webber estimates that 
to be about 300 people 
and alerted the Town to 
be prepared for the influx. 
Webber is still seeking 
volunteers and requests 
anyone interested to 
contact her with their shirt 
size, and she will put them 
to work. Volunteering 
includes a free ROAR 
registration. On Tuesday, 
March 29, students from 
the high school met at 
Town Hall to shadow 
members of the local 
government including 
Davidson and Schaffer. 

Piering shared updates 
including RDA/RDC 

highlights in outdoor rec, 
cyber security, housing and 
approved a grant to assist 
Silver Sage RV Park with 
their Main Street faç ade. 
Trustee Keely Ellis shared 
that the Congressional 
Directed Spending was 
awarded but not yet 
dispersed. Piering noted 
that it is a “learn as you 
go” process. Ellis shared 
highlights from the AGNC 
meeting that included a 
presentation from the 
region 10 broadband 
coordinator suggesting 
ways to support local 
infrastructure connectivity 
with redundancy in the 
event that Denver’s service 
shuts down. Davidson said 
there may be a Department 
of Agriculture grant that 
could supplement the 
Congressional Spending 
grant.

The major discussion 
point of the March 22 
town board meeting was a 
public hearing to consider 
allowing the closure of 
the alley south of Rangely 
Hardware Store between 
S. White Ave and S. Grand 
Ave. during closure hours 
of the business. Rangely 
Hardware Store owner 
Rodger Polley addressed 
the council to share his 
concerns. Discussions 
have occurred in several 
other meetings, including 
the planning and zoning 
board meeting. Polley’s 
primary concern is the 
security of the store which 

includes property on both 
sides of the alley. A locked 
fence gate on both sides 
of the alley is Polley’s 
desired goal. The Town 
considered the safety of all 
and the permanence of the 
motion. Davidson asked if 
the fence and alley would 
be transferable property 
in the event Polley moves 
his business. The town 
had three options: vote 
to vacate, not to vacate 
and create an agreement 
of closure, or take no 
action. Polley offered 
several other reasons that 
this benefits Rangely 
Hardware Store. Ellis 
shared concerns from the 
County Attorney regarding 
emergency access and if 
there would be an impact 
on either party with the 
proposed fence. Polley 
informed the council that 
the fence would be a simple 
padlock style and honestly, 
anyone who really needed 
to get through could do 
so. The board thoroughly 
considered Polley’s 
position and the available 
options both during the 
public hearing and the 
new business discussion 
and action portion of the 
agenda. Schaffer worried 
about the precedence 
for shutting off public 
access to a public street 
to accommodate business 
owners. After long 
consideration, Trustee 
Tim Webber motioned to 
execute option two, for 

the Town to not vacate 
and create an agreement of 
closure between the Town 
of Rangely and Rangely 
Hardware Store. Trustee 
Trey Robie seconded that 
motion and the matter was 
closed.

Piering shared an update 
from Colorado Department 
of Public Health and 
Environment (CDPHE) 
regarding several concerns 
including the old Sinclair/
Shell gas station where the 
tanks need care and work. 
Piering is hopeful that 
if the property sells, the 
Town could work with the 
new owners to remove the 
tanks. An additional matter 
of concern was asbestos-
containing housing the 
Town has condemned but 
does not own. CDPHE 
offered mitigation tips. 
Portable housing was also 
discussed and links into 
an economic development 
discussion Piering will 
have with Christine Rambo 
of the Northwest Colorado 
Development Council. 
Mayor Andy Schaffer 
asked about the ability 
to expedite the building 
process and the flexibility 
in selling at cost value vs 
market value. The board 
shared comments but as the 
topic is a work in progress, 
no decision needed to be 
made. Rambo was in town 
holding some focus groups 
to help improve available 

Rangely Town Council March meeting highlights

CA I T L I N  W A L K E R  P H O T O S
In case you weren't 
clued in by the tone-
less honking echo-
ing around town, 
the geese are back. 
Marti Walsh of Rim 
Rock Campground–
the site of our 
not-so-wild-goose 
chase–told the HT
that geese have been 
using the sandstone 
formations around 
the campground as 
their chosen perch 
for as long as she 
can remember, 20+ 
years.

The feathery crea-
tures are safe from 
just about everything 
up there, except, of 
course, their fellow 
cantankerous geese 
(top and bottom.)
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Sunday: 50s/30s

◆ Aquifer rebuttal PAGE 2
◆ Cat naps PAGE 3
◆ Opinion PAGES 4-6
◆ Obituary: Denise Bear Runner PAGE 7
◆ New nursing pathway at CNCC PAGE 8
◆ The Music Man PAGE 10
◆ Local Sports PAGE 12
◆ Days Gone By PAGE 14
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CO U R T E SY  P H O T O
Dr. Justin Grant recently completed a 24-hour workout to help raise funds for 
family friend Maudy Milton, who was recently diagnosed with metastatic breast 
cancer. The event was livestreamed to Justin Grant's Facebook page Athlos Life. 

L U CA S T U R N E R  A E R I A L  P H O T O
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M I A proposed “fire break” north of Meeker 
may soon become reality after multiple years of discus-
sions, planning and navigating red-tape come to a close. 
Land managers, first responders and emergency person-
nel’s various descriptions of the concept can be summa-
rized as a proactive fire-protection measure. By clearing 
vegetation, (particularly highly flammable fuels) from 
a 40-60 foot wide zone, crews would effectively do the 
work of wildfire crews beforehand, saving precious time, 
personnel and resources in the event of a worst-case-sce-
nario, i.e. a massive fire threatening the Town of Meeker. 

Landon Smith of the Bureau of Land Management’s 
White River Field Office explained that if a fire ever got 
close enough to threaten town, it would likely be a result 
of “a pretty bad day” with a combination of high winds, 
dry conditions and stretched resources. Because of this, 
any time advantage gained by a pre-built fire line could 
mean the difference between a charred mountainside, 
and the actual loss of structures. “If all we have to do is 
wait for a window and roll up and burn it, it’s gonna save 
everybody a lot of heartache,” said Smith, referring to the 
process of “back-burning,” or fighting fire with fire. 

Fire breaks, whether pre-built or constructed rapidly 
during active firefighting work, not only create a physi-
cal barrier between flammable materials, they also allow 
for safe and effective back burning. ”That fuel break is 
designed for us to be able to light off of, and try to take out 
the fuel between the fuel break and the fire, so that when 
the weather event does hit, it gives us a better chance of 
keeping it out of town.” 

The proposed project has gained relevance in recent 
weeks, thanks to the high-profile Marshall Fire in Boulder 
County that burned over 1,000 structures, surpassing the 
2013 Black Forest Fire as the state’s most destructive fire. 

Apart from the ongoing proof-of-concept demonstrat-
ed on a regular basis during active fire-fighting operations, 
fire breaks of the kind being discussed for Meeker have 
been attributed to saving hundreds of millions of dollars 
in damage. According to USDA.gov [ 1]  fire breaks (along 
with other proactive forest treatment efforts) helped save 
structures during the Buffalo Fire in 2018 by reducing 
available fuels to burn, offering “safe places for firefight-
ers to aggressively fight the fire” and providing effective 
fire-retardant drop zones.

Sitting Chairman of the Rio Blanco County board of 
commissioners, and former Emergency Manager Ty Gates 
said the project initially came up in conversation during 
training a few years back when he was still serving as the 
county's Emergency Manager. “A long time ago one of my 
mentors told me that ‘ failing to plan is planning to fail’ 
so if we’re being proactive then hopefully it works out in 
our favor,” said Gates, who applied that advice to get the 
fire break process started in earnest. Approximate loca-
tions were mapped by county GIS, and the concept was 
discussed in official meetings before eventually getting 
stalled in legal red-tape. “It just kind of stood still for a 
while, then I told Eddie (Smercina) about it and he picked 
up the ball and got it back in motion” said Gates, referring 
to RBC’s current Emergency Manager, Eddie Smercina.

Smercina has discussed the subject regularly in recent 
public meetings, updating county commissioners and staff 
on the steps required to finalize the process.

Wrapping up said process will be no small feat as 
the local BLM office nears completion of a complex and 
multi-year long NEPA process, and officials seek consent 
of landowners, both private and public. Though the major-
ity of impacted land is owned by the Eastern Rio Blanco 
Metropolitan (ERBM) Recreation &  Park District and the 
Town of Meeker, a few private landowners would also 
need to consent to have the fire break go through their 
property.

Both Smercina and Smith noted that things were 
going well in terms of landowner relations, but empha-
sized how important it is to make sure everyone can 
voice their concerns, and get information about what 
exactly the project entails.

The BLM is currently seeking public comments on 
the proposed project, due Feb. 2. In conjunction with 
local entities involved, including ERBM, Rio Blanco 
County, the Town of Meeker and the Meeker Fire 
Protection District, BLM is hosting an information meet-
ing on Feb. 1 at 6pm at the Meeker Fire House at 240 
7th Street.
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M I  “If I’m in 
the scenario of that much 
pain, and I have the option 
to quit, what would I do?  
would I keep going, or 
would I stop? ” Dr. Justin 
Grant told the HT in an inter-
view this week, describing 
his harrowing experience 
over the weekend. For 24 
hours straight, Dr. Grant 
exercised at Smoking River 
Brewing Co. to raise money 
for a family friend who was 
recently diagnosed with 
metastatic breast cancer.The 
event was live-streamed to 
Facebook, along with inter-
views from fitness profes-
sionals, doctors, business 
owners, and Maudy Milton, 
whom the fundraiser bene-
fitted. 

“Time seemed to really 
slow down, the clock just 
didn’t seem to be moving” 

noted Grant when discussing 
the ordeal that he trained to 
do for almost three months. 
Combining wind-machine 
exercises and crossfit, alto-
gether the workout involved:

■ 50 calories on the row 
machine

■ 50 squats
■ 50 calories on a SkiErg
■ 50 clean and jerks 

(with 75lbs)
■ 50 calories on the 

assault bike
■ 50 bar over burpees
All of that, but for 24 

hours. Despite significant 
efforts to train before-hand, 
Dr. Grant reflected “it wasn’t 
enough, in hindsight,” as the 
process still took a signif-
icant physical toll and led 
to some injuries, which he 
said he has mostly recov-
ered from. “It’s probably one 
of the top three most pain-
ful things I’ve ever expe-
rienced,” he said, adding 
“but at the same time, it’s 
in the top three most satis-
fying and rewarding.” things 
of self-accomplishment that 
I’ve ever experienced.”

Dubbed “the wind-tun-
nel,” (a name with both 
literal and metaphorical 
meanings) the routine was 
titled to represent response 
to extreme adversity. 

“It’s an area with really 
high velocity winds, it’s a 
violent area, something that 
a lot of things can’t with-
stand,” said Grant, “we all 

face our wind tunnels ” he 
added, referring to the adver-
sity faced by Milton, and 
those who participated in the 
event over the weekend who 
were part of more than just 
a fundraiser. “We were rais-
ing money, yes, for Maudy 
Milton, but we were com-
ing alongside Maudy Milton 
in her wind tunnel, and we 
were learning lessons for 
ourselves to take forward 
into our own future wind 
tunnels,” Dr. Grant said.

Ongoing fundraising 
via GoFundMe for Milton 
can be found at http s: / / b it.
l y / 3 rS m 8 2 r or by scanning 
the Q R code below.

Dr. Grant said he plans to 
do more like this event in the 
future, though he hasn’t yet 
decided exactly what. In the 
meantime, you can check-
out the day’s live-streamed 
events at http s: / / w w w .face-
b ook .com / athl osl ife

Meeting to isc ss fire rea  set or e  

rant completes ho r wor o t n raising e ent

To donate to Milton's  
cancer treatment, scan 
t e  co e above

B L M  P H O T O
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Saturday: 20s/0s
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CRITICAL THINKING

S K I L L S  R E Q U I R E D

ADVISORY

hite Ri er fish acts
By LUCAS TURNER

lucas@ht1885.com

RBC I "By far the most frequently 
captured species is the mountain white-
fish," said Tory Eyre, aquatic biologist for 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife during his 
presentation to the White River Alliance 
last week. Titled “State of the Fish: What’s 
happening with fish in a 
challenged White River,” 
the presentation explored 
fish species data in the river 
from 2000 to present.

"What you're seeing is 
relative abundance of each 
species according to the total 
catch," said Eyre, referring 
to graphs which showed the 
type of fish anglers might 
be most likely to catch in 
two distinct “reaches” of 
the White River. The data 
is based on 4 fish collection 
sites where biologists use 
electro-shock fishing tech-
niques to catch, measure, 
categorize and release fish back into the 
river.

The first or “upper” reach of the river 
includes the Trappers Lake headwaters all 
the way to Rio Blanco Reservoir. According 
to data collected by CPW, the top five most 
prevalent species in the upper reach are:

■ Mountain Whitefish
■ Flannelmouth Sucker
■ Mottled Sculpin
■ Rainbow Trout
■ Brown Trout
Lower reach data (from Rio Blanco 

Reservoir to the Utah state line) reveals a 
different picture "There’s definitely a tran-
sition to more of a warm water fishery as 
you move downstream" said Eyre, noting 
that within the lower reach, smallmouth 
bass is the dominant species, particularly 
below Kenney reservoir. The top five fish 
for the lower reach are:

■ Smallmouth bass
■ Green Sunfish
■ Flannelmouth Sucker
■ Bluehead Sucker
■ Fathead Sucker

Eyre noted that data for the lower 
reach was biased toward the lower stretch 
below Kenney Reservoir, and also likely 
inflated the number of smallmouth bass 
due to the way the study was conducted. 
A similar bias exists for the upper reach 
when it comes to Mountain Whitefish, as 
fish sampling collection methods skewed 
towards the species more than others.

That said, Eyre still 
described the smallmouth 
bass as “a species of con-
cern” for other endangered 
fish downstream, explain-
ing why the state does not 
put a catch limit on small-
mouth bass, like it does 
with other species. 

Up until recently, 
anglers could also bag as 
many Mountain Whitefish 
as they could catch, though 
Eyre noted new regulations 
imposed a bag limit of 4, 
and possession limit of 8 
fish, which he said also 
applies to trout. 

The limit is in place despite relatively 
healthy populations of whitefish in the 
river, since the species has been declining 
in other parts of the state. Eyre described 
the White River as a “stronghold for 
mountain whitefish” due to a population 
that might actually be increasing, accord-
ing to data from one measurement site. 

From another perspective, mountain 
white fish are particularly susceptible to 
changing river conditions as a result of 
ongoing drought and related issues like 
runoff seasons that are earlier and faster, 
low streamflows and warmer overall tem-
peratures.

Of the species categorized in CPW’s 
data, the whitefish are the “least tolerant” 
to warm water temps, which Eyre said 
was “a concern looking forward” for the 
upper reach’s most prevalent fish species 
based on projected trends for snowpack/
streamflow and temperature. Presented 
data also specified water temperatures 
at which different species are adversely 
affected.

By SANDRA FISH
The Colorado Sun

RBC I Colorado’s grass-
roots nomination process 
for this year’s election gets 
underway for Democratic 
and Republican party mem-
bers next week.

Precinct caucuses, which 
lead to county, congressional 
district and state nominating 
assemblies, are one way to 
make the June 28 primary 
election ballot. Candidates 
may also gather petition sig-
natures, which are due to the 
Secretary of State’s Office 
on March 15. Some candi-
dates may try both methods 
to get on the ballot. Others 
stick with the caucus sys-
tem because paying to col-
lect signatures can be costly, 
especially for statewide can-
didates.

“It enables us not to 
have a pay-to-play sys-
tem,” Colorado Republican 
Chairwoman Kristi Burton 

Brown said last week in a 
caucus training session, not-
ing that some states require 
steep fees to make the ballot.

At the caucuses, attend-
ees may discuss candidates 
and party platforms, while 
also electing delegates to 
the county assembly. Those 
county assembly delegates 
will nominate county-lev-
el candidates while electing 
people to attend congressio-
nal assemblies and the state 
assemblies. Both parties are 
holding state assemblies to 
nominate statewide candi-
dates April 9.

Here’s what you need to 
know to participate in the 
process.

You must be registered 
in the party at your current 
address

It’s too late to switch 
your party affiliation to 
attend a caucus. Caucus par-
ticipants must be registered 
to the party with their correct 
address at least 22 days in 

advance. Unaffiliated voters 
may not participate in the 
caucus process, although 
they may vote in either 
Democratic or Republican 
primaries.

Caucus times may vary
Caucuses will be held 

March 1-5, as scheduled by 
each county’s political par-
ties. County assemblies must 
be held by March 26.

In Rio Blanco County, 
the Republican caucus will 
be held March 1 and the 
Democratic caucus will be 
held March 5.

When and where is my 
caucus?

Republicans may enter 
their address online to verify 
their identity and find their 
caucus location. Some coun-
ty Republican parties publish 
lists of caucus locations. The 
state Democratic Party has 
a list of precinct caucus and 
county assembly locations 
and dates by county. Some 
county Democratic parties 

are holding meetings via 
Z oom instead of in person.

In Rio Blanco County, all 
Republican precinct caucuses 
begin at 6:30 p.m. at the fol-
lowing locations:

- Precinct 1 and 2 (South 
Rangely and Northwest 
Rangely): Rangely Town 
Hall

- Precinct 3 and 4 
(Meeker): RBC Fairgrounds

- Precinct 5 (Piceance 
Creek): Rock School

Democratic precinct cau-
cuses will be held via Z oom, 
beginning at 9 a.m. with 
Precinct 1. Details on page 3.

Worth noting
The Republican Party 

may request a “badge fee” to 
be a delegate to some assem-
blies. For instance, Douglas 
County charges $20 to attend 
the county assembly. In the 
past, the fee to attend the 
state assembly was $50 per 
delegate. The fees may be 
waived in some instances. 
Democrats don’t charge fees 

to participate.
How are the decisions 

made?
Precinct leaders will be 

elected at caucuses to orga-
nize future political activity. 
Caucus participants also will 
elect delegates and alternates 
to county assemblies.

Delegates to county 
assemblies will select county-
wide candidates for the pri-
mary, as well as state leg-
islative candidates in many 
instances. In state House or 
Senate districts with multiple 
counties, county assembly 
delegates who live in those 
districts will meet to select 
candidates. 

Republicans will hold 
their state assembly April 
9 at the Broadmoor World 
Arena in Colorado Springs. 
Several congressional district 
assemblies will be the day 
before that, while others may 
be held at different times. 
Democrats, on the other 
hand, will hold a virtual state 

assembly.
How are the candidates 

selected?
If a candidate receives 

at least 30%  of the assem-
bly vote in the first round of 
voting, they make the ballot. 
That means up to three can-
didates could be selected for 
the primary at an assembly. If 
no candidate receives 30% , a 
second round of voting takes 
place. Anyone who receives 
30%  on that second round 
makes the primary ballot. But 
if no one receives that min-
imum, the top two vote-get-
ters will make the ballot.

How do we know which 
candidates are running?

The Sun is tracking can-
didates who file to run for 
Congress, statewide office 
and state legislature based 
on filings with the Federal 
Election Commission or the 
Secretary of State’s Office.

However, some can-
didates may decide to run 
at county, congressional 
district or state assemblies 
on the spur of the moment. 
Typically, candidates make 
speeches asking delegates for 
their votes.

The C ol orad o S u n is a 
read er- su p p orted ,  j ou rnal -

ist- ow ned  new s organiz ation 
that cov ers issu es of state-

w id e interest. R ead  m ore and  
su b scrib e at 

C ol orad oS u n.com

Pre-election process starts with party precinct caucuses

F A CE B O O K  P H O T O
Rangely True Value proprietor Rodger Polley received the Business of the 
Year award at the annual Rangely Area Chamber of Commerce dinner last 
weekend. More photos on Page 6.
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K A T I E  K I N G  P H O T O
Kathy Staley and her husband Gary are celebrating 25 years in business.

CO U R T E SY  P H O T O
MHS student Ainsley Selle collected more than 250 pairs of shoes for a shoe 
drive sponsored by the Toll Gate Creek Chapter of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution.

BY KATIE KING
Special to the Herald Times

RANGELY I In November of 
2021, Rangely’s small town gift 
shop, Sweetbriar, turned 25. The best 
smelling place in town, the boutique 
holds treasures unlike anywhere else 
in Rangely. Owners Kathy and Gary 
Staley put their day's work into making 
the gift shop feel like home. You will 
walk in and be immediately surrounded 
by flowers, cozy gifts, and scents that 
warm your spirit. 

Sweetbriar is located at 713 E. Main 
St. in Rangely, but that is not where its 
story began. The shop previously lived 
between the Loaf N’ Jug and White 
River Market with the 713 E. Main St. 
location housing inventory. 

The shop’s journey began with the 
original owner’s family which included 
Kathy’s mother and her sister-in-law. 
When the first owners were ready to 
move on, Kathy couldn’t leave the then 
tiny store to perish, so Kathy and her 
husband Gary took over. In 2008, they 
moved and grew into the spacious four-
room showroom on Main St. 

In the spirit of teamwork, Kathy 
and Gary still work together in life 
and business as owners of Sweetbriar 
— even citing the shop as their second 
home. With no other employees, Kathy 
spends her days tending to the shop and 
fresh flowers that sweeten the space 
and are available for sale. 

Gifts and souvenirs are not usually 
the most important things in a small 
boom or bust town.

Kathy contributes her success in 
Rangely to staying true to her values. 

She believes in diligence, faith and 
honesty. She also believes that holding 
respect for your fellow business 
owner and neighbor is important. The 
challenges of providing a non-necessity 
through economic downturns are ones 
that many businesses don’t survive. 
While big businesses like Amazon 
may provide convenience, Sweetbriar 
provides small town service where the 
joy, love and warmth can be taken home 
along with a delightful customer service 
experience. Kathy remains hopeful 
that in times of economic challenges, 
people will realize that giving a gift 
to the community by shopping local 
will prevail over “...shopping here as 
an afterthought when their gift didn’t 
arrive on time.”  

As Kathy describes the delicate 
balance between customer service 
and holding space for customers to 
discover her delightful treasures in 
the store, her business acumen is 
apparent. Every consumer knows an 
overbearing salesperson and that is not 
the experience offered at Sweetbriar. 
Kathy shares her greatest business 
accomplishment as continuing to be in 
business 25 years later and serving the 
community. Sweetbriar won Business 
of the Year from the Rangely Chamber 
of Commerce in 2014. 

Congratulations to Sweetbriar and 
the Staleys on their 25th business 
anniversary. Be sure to stop by 
Sweetbriar the next time you are in the 
market for home decor, gifts or jewelry. 
The key to sustaining small businesses 
is the community’s efforts to support 
them beyond necessity and that last-
minute Mother’s Day gift.

Sweetbriar turns 25!

BY LUCAS TURNER
lucas@ht1885.com

RANGELY I Colorado 
legislators secured more 
than $100 million in fund-
ing for projects around 
the state as part of HR 
2471 - the “Consolidated 
Appropriations Act” of 
2022. The “omnibus” spend-
ing bill represents the first 
time in a decade that Senate 
and House Appropriation 
committees have accepted 
“Congressionally Directed 
Spending” (CDS) requests, 
which Colorado Senators 
Michael Bennet and John 
Hickenlooper took full 
advantage of.

“Coloradans from rural to 
urban parts of our state were 
presented [ with]  an opportu-
nity to tell Washington direct-
ly about the challenges their 
communities face.” Senator 
Bennet told the HT, noting 
that he was “grateful” fund-
ing would be allocated all 
over the state, including a 
large chunk for Rangely –  $5 

million.
Upon finalization of the 

process, funds are designat-
ed for a major “Geothermal 
Solar” upgrade that when 
complete will provide 
locally-generated power 
for Rangely’s wastewa-
ter treatment facilities. The 
project will use proprietary 
technology developed by 
Cogency Power, who pitched 
the concept of Highly 
Concentrated Photovoltaic 
Thermal (HCVPT) to 
Rangely Trustees last spring. 
Utilizing highly-efficient 
aerospace grade solar pan-
els, parabolic mirrors, heat 
capture and geothermal stor-
age, Cogency’s hybrid power 
generation/storage solution is 
designed to create a decen-
tralized power generation/
storage option. If effective 
at a larger scale, the tech 
could mean reduced energy 
bills and some level of grid 
resilience. 

In terms of dollar 
amounts for a total of 64 
projects statewide, Rangely’s 

federal award is near the top 
at # 3. Town Manager Lisa 
Piering said she appreciat-
ed how much money was 
ultimately awarded to rural 
western slope communities 
via CDS requests, noting 
that the town is waiting to 
have money on hand before 
moving forward, which could 
take up to two months.

Piering also expressed 
renewed excitement about 
the potential of the new tech 
to offer a financial boon 
for Rangely and northwest 
Colorado. The project could 
bring new jobs to the area, 
and if ultimately successful, 
lay the groundwork for more 
expansive operations and 
economic development of 
the region. 

Piering noted that this 
potential future would also 
likely mean partnering with 
Colorado Northwestern 
Community College for 
workplace-training opportu-
nities in areas like installa-
tion, maintenance and even 
manufacturing. 

BY LUCAS TURNER
lucas@ht1885.com

RBC I “The more I 
learned about these aquifers, 
the more I looked at them 
as not really storage” Said 
Dr. Mario Sullivan, Instructor 
of Science/Oceanography 
at Colorado Northwestern 
Community College in 
Rangely. 

He spoke with members 
of the White River Alliance 
last week, detailing known 
geologic hydrologic infor-
mation on the Powell Park 
Aquifer (just on the other side 
of the river from Meeker) 
and the Agency Park aqui-
fer (west of Meeker after 
Highway 13 cuts through the 
Grand Hogback). 

Referencing data collect-
ed in 1985 by the United 
States Geological Survey 
(USGS), Sullivan explained 
why the area’s aquifers might 
be better described as “a geo-
logical deposit that happens 
to hold water” than tradition-
al aquifers. 

Powell/Agency park 
aquifers differ from “clas-
sic aquifers” in a few ways, 
mostly that they don’t have 
a “confining bed” or specif-
ic recharge point. They are 
more like underground riv-
ers than underground lakes, 
demonstrated in their high 
rates of “transmissibility” 
which describes how freely 
water flows through them. 
Sullivan said the authors of 
the 1985 study noted that the 
aquifers were some of the 
most transmissive they had 
ever seen.

All this information can 

be used to explain what hap-
pens in June and July when 
agricultural water users start 
pulling up to 250 cubic feet 
per second (CFS) from the 
river for irrigation purposes.

Data plotting “flow vari-
ability” in the White River 
seem to indicate that the 
Middle Reach and Lower 
Reach are “hydrologically 
coupled.” When the river 
below South Fork drops in 
June, the flows in the mid-
dle and lower reaches closely 
mirror each other. Irrigation 
water, particularly if it’s flood 
irrigation, takes water out of 
the river, but “recharges” the 
aquifer, eventually making its 
way back into the river as 
“return flow.”

Meeker Trustee Travis 
Day who also drills water 
wells in the area, assisted in 
answering questions about 
hydraulic/hydrological fea-
tures and how they actually 
affect residents on the ground. 
According to Day, the effects 
of aquifer recharging via irri-
gation can be observed in 
places where fields used to 
get flood irrigated, such as 
subdivisions on the mesa. 
“Wells up there used to pump 
year round when they flood 
irrigated the fields,” said Day, 

adding “they dried up the 
fields and now the wells up 
there, they'll go dry 33 days 
after they shut water off.”

Dr. Bob Dorsett asked 
questions about the infor-
mation presented as well, 
describing the correlation 
between the middle and 
lower reaches of the river as 
“counter-intuitive.” 

“It seems to me that 
would imply a kind of a brit-
tle ground water system, oth-
erwise wouldn't you expect 
the groundwater reservoir to 
act as a kind of a buffer to 
absorb excess runoff in the 
surface water, and vice versa 
recharge the river when the 
river drops? ” asked Dorsett. 

Sullivan re-iterated that 
the aquifer system does pro-
vide at least some buffer, but 
explained that water does 
flow through it fairly quickly. 
“I look at it as a pile of rocks 
and gravel that got deposited 
a long time ago and it just so 
happens that they cut some 
ditches through it and that 
recharges it,” said Sullivan. 
He also said that a few old 
stories suggest the river did 
not flow year round in the 
middle-reach around the turn 
of the century, before irriga-
tion ditches were put in place.

PRESS RELEASE
Special to the Herald 

Times

MEEKER I Meeker 
may be a small town in 
northwest Colorado, but 
thanks to the efforts of 
local high school student, 
Ainsley Selle, the commu-
nity of Meeker is having 
a global impact on those 
in need. Selle participat-
ed in a Shoe Drive spon-
sored by the Toll Gate 
Creek Chapter of the 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution and collected 
over 250 pairs of shoes 
from her community.

When Ainsley’s mother 
(science teacher at Meeker 
High School), saw a post 
about a shoe drive on the 

Facebook page of a friend, 
she immediately asked, 
“How can my high school 
help? ” Michelle. Selle 
learned that the Toll Gate 
Creek Chapter in Aurora 
was conducting a shoe 
drive with the goal of col-
lecting at least 2,500 pairs 
of gently worn or new 
shoes. These shoes would 
ultimately be distributed 
to budding entrepreneurs 
in developing countries 
where shoes are not easy 
to find. The entrepreneurs 
would resell the shoes 
inexpensively to residents. 
The money earned from 
shoe sales would be used 
to support or start up new 
businesses. 

Sophomore Ainsley 
Selle, daughter of Chris 

and Michelle Selle, imme-
diately took up the respon-
sibility of collecting the 
shoes. She promoted the 
shoe drive at the Meeker 
Public Schools and in the 
community of Meeker. 
Over time, she collected 
enough shoes to fill a pick-
up truck. When her bas-
ketball team traveled to 
Limon for regional basket-
ball, the shoes came with 
her and were transferred to 
the Toll Gate Creek DAR.

“I call this a win-win-
win-win project,” says the 
TGC Chapter public rela-
tions chair, Vicki Moore. 
“We clean out our closets 
of our “guilt” shoes—the 
ones that we paid for but 

Rangely solar project gets 
green light with omnibus cash

Area aquifers more like 'geological 
deposits that happen to hold water'

MHS student collects 250+ pairs of shoes

u See SHOES,
Page 10

The more I learned about these 
aquifers, the more I looked at 

them as not really storage.
~ Dr. Mario Sullivan

Instructor of Science/Oceanography, CNCC
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H E R A L D  T I M E S P H O T O
Traci Tomashosky (left) and Brittney Shonk visited the HT studio to dis-
cuss the Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) program for children.

BY LUCAS TURNER
lucas@ht1885.com

RBC I  “The big thing with 
that awareness is understanding that 
it is something that's happening in 
our community” said Traci Gurley-
Tomashosky, Executive Director 
of CASA of the Ninth, an advocacy 
organization for abused and neglected 
children in the 9th Judicial District 
of Colorado. She spoke with the HT
this week to kick off Child Abuse 
Prevention Awareness month in April.

Last year in the 9th Judicial 
District (Rio Blanco, Garfield, Pitkin 
counties) 2,341 calls were made to 
report suspected child abuse or neglect. 
Of those calls, more than 1,500 were 
moved to “open assessments and 
referrals.”

Those who call to report suspected 
abuse (often educators) make use of a 
confidential number to do so, which is 
1-844-CO4KIDS or 1-844-264-5437. 
"All of those calls are counted, and all 
of those stories are heard, so it matters, 
it really matters,” said Tomashosky, 
adding, “If you see something, say 
something." 

“CASA” is an acronym for Court 
Appointed Special Advocate, a 
volunteer who, following extensive 
background checks and special training, 
can be appointed by a judge to a 
child abuse/neglect case. Tomashosky 
described these volunteers as the 
“North Star” for children of all ages 
who may need support following abuse 
or neglect, trauma, being separated 
from family members, a whirlwind of 
court dates, foster families, forensic 
interviews and so on. 

Volunteer advocates can assist 
children in a variety of ways, from 
offering emotional support to assessing 
safety and living conditions, among 
other activities.

“It's kind of a really good friendship, 
a supportive person for that child,” 
said Brittney Shonk, Supervising 
Director for CASA volunteers in Rio 
Blanco County. As part of her job, 
she coordinates training and offers 
ongoing support for local volunteers 
who aspire to become CASAs, or 
who already have been assigned to a 
case. “Volunteers like to participate in 
school, check up with teachers, check 
grades and help them if they're falling 
behind, observe visitation between 
parents, go to the park, go to the 
library and read,” said Shonk, speaking 
from personal experience. As one of 
the first RBC volunteers for CASA in 
2018, she recalled feeling “rattled” by 
some of the early training materials “I 
remember sitting in those trainings, and 
she put something up on the whiteboard 
and we'd have to listen to a recording, 
and I just, my jaw hit the floor, this 
is really what life is like. Some kid is 
really making this 911 call right now,” 

said Shonk. 
Shonk completed training, and 

began the important work of advocating 
for and amplifying the needs of local 
children who have suffered abuse and 
neglect.

“All the children we serve here, it's 
right here. It's not somewhere else in 
the state. It’s not in some faraway place. 
It's all the kids right here that most of 
us know, and it's pretty staggering,” 
Shonk said.

Ultimately, CASA staff and 
volunteers aim to promote the best case 
outcomes for children, whether that 
means “bringing their voice to court,” 
or helping them find “a safe, permanent 
forever home” for those who wind up 
in foster care long-term. According 
to Executive Director Tomashosky, 
children who have CASAs on their 
case are far less likely to have social/
emotional trauma, drop out of school, 
or re-enter the court system later in life.

While not everyone is able to 
volunteer for what can be a very 
emotionally taxing job, there are other 
ways to help create better outcomes 
for children, including one most 
directly associated with CASA’s work. 
“Keeping our kids in foster homes 
locally is something that's really 
important, and something that we really 
need in Rio Blanco County especially,” 
said Tomashosky. Shonk reiterated that 
local foster homes allow children in 
need of a safe place to — despite 
any trauma — remain connected to 
their community, attend school and see 
their friends, which can help children 
achieve permanence after trauma faster. 

Lastly, aside from memorizing the 
mantra, “if you see something, say 
something,” and knowing how to report 
suspected child abuse/neglect, people 
can also support CASA’s work via 
donations and fundraisers. Smoking 
River Brewery is a local example of 
this type of support. For the month 
of April, the brewery is offering a $1 
donation for every pint sold of a special 
Doppelbock beer. 

Additional efforts to raise awareness 
of the issue this month include flyers 
around town, and blue pinwheels at the 
RBC courthouse, meant to catch the 
attention of passersby, all places you 
can find more information, including 
the confidential hotline for reporting 
suspected abuse. That number is 1-844-
264-5437.

For those looking to volunteer, ask 
questions or otherwise get involved 
locally, email Brittney Shonk 
(brittney@casaoftheninth.org) "Just be 
that friend, who is there to support 
them through a very scary time, a very 
unsure time of their lives, and it creates 
some really special bonds, and trusting 
relationships between our volunteers 
and our kids,” said Shonk.

You can find more information at 
casaoftheninth.org 

BY NIKI TURNER
editor@ht1885.com

MEEKER I Gather those pennies from those cup holders, ashtrays, junk drawers, 
sofa cushions, or wherever they’re collecting for a good cause. Between April 11-22, 
pennies collected at 13 participating local businesses in Meeker will be matched by 
Mountain Valley Bank (MVB) — up to 100,000 pennies — and donations made to 
HopeWest and the Meeker Education Foundation.

The penny drive, in its second year, is part of the bank’s Red Letter Day celebration 
on April 26, which will include an all-day Open House.   Since 2015, MVB has 
celebrated the anniversary of its renovated building being listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places.

The building was originally constructed by the Independent Order of Odd Fellows 
(I.O.O.F.), a fraternal organization with history dating back to at least the 1600s. 

“The Odd Fellows 
started as a way to care 
for their members in a 
time when there were no 
systems in place to ensure 
one’s welfare, health or 
job protection. Back in 
the early days, insurance 
companies and government 
programs that provided sick 
and death benefits did not 
actually exist. Sickness or death of a breadwinner frequently meant poverty and the 
responsibility of burial depended on the family. During the 19th century, life insurance 
was available only to the wealthy and beyond the financial ability of the average 
working class. For these reasons the Independent Order of Odd Fellows took on the 
responsibilities of visiting the sick, burying the dead, educating the orphans and caring 
for the widows as a way to support widows, orphans and families in need.” (from The 
History and Manual of Odd Fellowship)

The missions of HopeWest and the Meeker Education Foundation fit well with that 
Odd Fellows charter, says MVB President Tawny Halandras. 

Last year people not only brought their penny collections to the bank (they need 
to go to the participating businesses). In a surprise move last year, people wanted to 
exchange bills for rolls of pennies, and the bank ran out of pennies. Halandras said this 
year they’re prepared in case that happens again. “We’ve been saving pennies.” 

Pennies are being collected at the following 13 randomly selected businesses: McGuire 
Auto Parts, Meeker General Mercantile, Gofer Foods, White River Convenience, 
Wendll’s, Smoking River Brewing Co., Grant Family Dentistry, the Meeker Sweet 

Shop, Nana Goose, Mtn. Made Trading Co., Chippers, NAPA Auto 
Parts and Watt’s Ranch Market. 

Halandras said she hopes the penny drive will get people into 
local businesses. The business that collects the 
most pennies will win a cheese board from Blanco 

Cellars and The Little Cheese Shop. 
Look for penny collection 

containers on Monday, 
April 11, giving 
everyone a few days 
to collect all those 

stray coins.

Mountain Valley Bank 
begins annual penny 

drive for HopeWest, MEF

Saturday: 60s/30s

Sunday: 50s/20s
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Speaking of pennies, 
here are some things you 
may not know about the 
humble coin:

■ Pennies are NOT 
made of copper. The 
modern one-cent coin is 
actually composed mainly 
of zinc with a copper 
coating.

■ Abraham Lincoln 
was the first historical 
figure to be on a U.S. coin. 
He was first portrayed 
on the penny in 1909, to 
commemorate his 100th 
birthday. The Lincoln 
penny was also the first 
U.S. cent to include the 
words “In God We Trust.”

■ A penny costs 1.82 
cents to manufacture. 
Between production costs 
and shipping, the one-cent 
coin cost $0.0182 each. 
This comes to $69 million 
in losses compared to their 
total value.

■ When spinning a 
penny, the chances of 
landing on tails is 80%. 
Spinning a coin is often 
believed to be a 50-50 
proposition. However, 
when it comes to the 
penny, the side with 
Lincoln’s head is a bit 
heavier than the flip side. 
The coin’s center of mass 
ends up lying more toward 
heads. Moreover, flipping a 
coin is not 50-50, but 51-49, 
biased towards the side 
that was initially facing up.

■ In 1987, an 18-year-
old freshman raised 
$28,000 by collecting a 
penny from 2.8 million 
people. Mike Hayes, a 
student at the University 
of Illinois, came up with an 
idea to raise the money he 
needed for college tuition. 
He contacted a newspaper 
columnist at the Chicago 
Tribune and asked him to 
write his readers a simple 

request: send a penny. 
They sent 90,000 letters 
and about 2.9 million 
pennies which more than 
covered his tuition.

■ The oddly familiar 
smell that comes from 
pennies (and other coins) 
is actually a human body 
odor. The smell is produced 
when human sweat reacts 
with the metal and creates 
that metallic smell.

■ The first design for the 
penny had the inscription 
“Mind Your Business”. 
The coin was designed 
by Benjamin Franklin and 
only minted in 1787. It was 
replaced by the one-cent 
piece with the motto “E 
pluribus unum”, Latin for 
“Out of many, one”.

■ On average, the 
penny can only circulate 
for about 25 years. After 
that time, they become too 
worn to be used. However, 
consider that the average 
dollar only lasts for only 
18 months, so pennies 
have quite the lifespan 
comparatively.

■ In 1992 Australia 
removed their one (and 
two) cent coins from 
circulation. Inflation and 
the high cost of bronze 
reduced their value. After 
removal, the coins were 
melted down and used to 
make the bronze medals 
for the 2000 Sydney 
Summer Olympics.

■ 16 pennies stacked 
equals 1 inch and 16 
pennies in a line equals 
1 foot. Depending on the 
age of the pennies, your 
mileage may vary as wear 
and tear could affect the 
thickness.

■ Pennies extended 
cash transactions by about 
two seconds. A joint study 
with National Association 
of Convenience Stores and 

Walgreens showed that 
handling pennies added 
the extra time. The same 
study showed that the 
average consumer made 
23 cash transactions in a 
single month. That comes 
out to an hour or two per 
year dealing with pennies.

■ There are more one-
cent coins produced than 
any other denomination. 
The US Mint ships more 
pennies for circulation 
than all other coins 
combined. In 2017, 8.4 
billions pennies were 
shipped, the next closest 
coin was the dime with 2.4 
billion.

■ Two-thirds of the 
pennies produced in the 
US in the last 30 years have 
dropped out of circulation. 
According to Philip Diehl, 
the former director of the 
US Mint, the majority of 
pennies wind up in penny 
jars, sock drawers, banks, 
or the trash.

■ There is a penny lobby 
that works in opposition 
to the elimination of the 
penny from American 
currency circulation. The 
lobby is called Americans 
for Common Cents and 
was established in 1990. 
It is a consortium of 50 
groups that represent 
the zinc industry, which 
supplies most of the metal 
used in pennies.

■ The official name 
for a penny is not penny. 
A ‘One Cent Piece’ or 
‘Cent’ is the official U.S. 
name for the penny. The 
misnomer comes from 
the early equating of the 
denomination with the 
British Penny which had 
similar value.

Source: https://15facts.com/
facts-about-the-penny/

PENNY P WER

See a penny, pick it up,
All day long you'll have good luck.

Give it to a faithful friend,
then your luck will never end.

CASA volunteers key 
to success for abused, 
neglected children
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Proud as a Peacock!

Flamingo’s 
    Fun 
      Facts

  You can be “as proud as a peacock” if you 
finish this puzzle by yourself! Match up each 
“bird” saying to its meaning:

                           1. The fastest swimming bird is the gentoo  pe __ __ u __ __,   
     which can swim up to about 22 miles per hour.
2. The largest bird is the  __ str __ ch. It cannot fly. It lays the biggest egg!
3. The smallest bird is the hu __ __ __ __ __ b __ rd. It has the fastest  
     wingbeat of all birds, flapping its wings up to 50-60 times in one second.  
4. The __ l b __ tr __ss has the largest wingspan of any flying bird, up to 11 feet.
5. A  __ __ __ p __ e will steal shiny items and put them in its nest.
6. Vu __ tures are sometimes called buzzards. They eat dead animals. 
7. Burrowing __ w __s  in the Americas live underground in holes dug   
    by prairie dogs. Unlike most owls, they are active during the day.
8. The peregrine __ __ __ c __ __  is one of the fastest flying birds, and may
     go as fast as 200 miles per hour in a dive.
9. Ch __ cke __ s are the most common birds in the world.
10. About ten million birds, like p __ r __ keets, are kept as pets in the U.S.    

1 2 3 4
567

8

14

9
10
11
12

13
15

16
17

18
19

20
21

22

23
24

2526

27

28

29
30

31
32333940

41

42

43
44

45
46

50

51
52

53 5455
5658 57

59
60

61

67

68
69

70

72

71

34353637
38

4748

49

62
6364

65
66

73 74

75
76

77

78
79  My strong feet have 

only two toes, but I 
can run quickly – up 
to 45 miles per hour!

  Follow the 
dots to see 
who I am.

1. eats like a bird
2. dead as a dodo
3. free as a bird
4. as graceful as a swan
5. bird’s-eye view

A. can do whatever you choose
B. view of something from high above
C. no longer exists
D. eats very little
E. moves smoothly

1. for the birds
2. lovely weather for ducks
3. a little bird told me
4. ruffle someone’s feathers
5. wild goose chase

A. very rainy
B. someone shared a good secret
C. not interesting or worth your time
D. an errand that can’t be finished
E. upset or annoy someone

       Did you know that flamingos are born with gray 
feathers? Our pink color comes from eating algae 
and crustaceans (animals, like shrimp, whose bodies 
are protected by a hard shell). When the coloring 
from these foods goes through our livers, the extra 
coloring travels into our feathers and we look pink. 

   I just
“eat up”
    fun
   facts.
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  Fill in the
birds’ names
in each fun 
fact by using
the letters in 
the word
FLAMINGO.
Cross off 
each letter 
as you use it.
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 I wonder if it
comes with
a birdbath?

     Billions of birds live on our planet – in 
the forests, jungles, deserts, grasslands, 
near water and even in snowy areas. Millions 
of people like to watch or photograph birds 
simply because birds are so beautiful!  It is 
fun to watch birds move and fly, and listen to 
how they communicate. Some people study 
birds’ habits and life cycles. You can join in 
the fun and watch birds in your yard or at a 
park near you. Think about starting a notebook 
in which to draw, color and write what you 
learn about birds as you watch them!   
  

1. Birds are warm-blooded and have
    backbones. They are ________. 
2. Flying birds have hollow ________ 
    that make their bodies lighter, and powerful wings covered with  
    feathers that help to lift them into the air. Only birds have feathers! 
3. Most bird feet have four _____, three in front and one in back, to help them perch.
4. Ducks, geese and other water birds have ________ feet that help them swim.   
5. Birds have ________, but no teeth. The shape of a bird’s beak is suited to its diet.
6. Birds may eat fruit, seeds, ________, fish, flower nectar and, in some cases, meat.
7. Female birds lay eggs, sometimes on the ground, but mostly in ________ they build. 
8. When their ________ hatch, many mother birds will chew food, then feed it to them. 
9. Birds ________ with each other using chirps and tweets. Some birds, such as   
    parrots, can mimic human speech.  
10. Birds live almost ________ : forests, deserts, jungles, grasslands and on mountains.
11. Birds may fly south before the ________ to warmer areas where it’s easier to live.  
12. Some birds, like eagles, live in pairs while others, like geese, stay together in a ________.

Billions of Birds!     Hey, who’s 
that? I’ll watch 
him like a hawk
...er...eagle.

  Read the clues to 
fill in the puzzle 
about birds!

vertebrates

bones

toes

webbed

beaks

insects

nestsbabies

everywhere

winter

flock

communicate
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   Where did I leave my eggs?
  I can be a bit of a birdbrain.

Tweet!
Sweet!

  Hmmm...
that’s a nice
house.

  I have the fastest
wingbeat of any bird.
I am a 
h __ mm __ ngb __ rd
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Newspaper Fun!
www.readingclubfun.com
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 Kids: color
  stuff in!

We watch and study birds... ...at parks, playgrounds and beaches.

THEME: WHICH SPORT?
ACROSS
1. Synag og ue read
6 . O ne in K ing ' s  s ematary
9 . Cab inet div.
13. G rind dow n
14. A loha State' s  w elcome
15 . Soup  s erver
16 . B ik ini _ _ _ _ ,  M ars hall 
I s lands
17 . F inal,  ab b r.
18 . D onor' s  los s
19 . * V onn and M iller 
O lymp ic s p ort
2 1. * O vechk in and G retz k y 
s p ort
2 3. A lternative to trade
2 4. Secret dis clos ure
2 5 . Comp uter- g enerated 
imag ery,  acr.
2 8 . W is e M en
30. R emnant of  the p as t
35 . E g g - layers
37 . U rb an dw elling
39 . P rinter contents
40. V olcano in Sicily
41. P oetic althoug h
43. P aella p ot
44. D ictation tak er
46 . L ik e A p ril 1s t targ et
47 . L ock er room s up p ly
48 . D irty or s leaz y
5 0. F uddy- duddies ,  f or 
s hort
5 2 . Stir f ry p an
5 3. B read p ortion
5 5 . M ad K ing  G eorg e' s  
numb er

5 7 . * P elÈ  and R onaldo 
s p ort
6 0. * Samp ras  and 
W illiams  s p ort
6 3. L uau g reeting
6 4. " _ _ _ _  my p arty,  and I ' ll 
cry if  I  w ant to..."
6 6 . Sack  f ab ric
6 8 . Cheat or trick
6 9 . D avy J ones '  L ock er 
locale
7 0. B ert' s  b uddy
7 1. Coral b arrier
7 2 . P oetic " ever"
7 3. " T he def ens e _ _ _ _ "
D O W N
1. O olong ,  e.g .
2 . Crumb s
3. * # 2 5  D ow n p iece
4. O f f - the- cuf f
5. Mylar filling
6 . Sock et ins ert
7 . A dult elver
8 . T ax  of  one tenth
9 . L ik e D arth V ader' s  s ide
10. D rop - of f  s p ot
11. E ug ene O ' N eill' s  p iece
12 . O ne les s  than j ack
15 . H air holder
2 0. A f rican antelop e
2 2 . B oat p rop eller
2 4. D ep art f rom the 
g round ( 2  w ords )
2 5 . * F is cher and K as p arov 
s p ort
2 6 . R each a g oal ( 2  
w ords )
2 7 . P rivate

2 9 . * P almer and N ick laus  
s p ort
31. D irty money
32 . W if e' s  dad,  e.g .
33. L arg e violin f amily 
memb er

34. * B olt and O w ens  s p ort
36 . * A  trap  in # 2 9  dow n
38 . B ib lical p ronoun
42 . B las t f rom the p as t
45 . T in M an' s  p rop
49 . B amb i' s  mom

5 1. Sew ing  machine b rand
5 4. D o lik e p hoenix
5 6 . A ccus tom
57. Like gin in fiz
5 8 . D o lik e g oo
5 9 . K itchen head
6 0. R us s ian autocrat

6 1. O vernig ht lodg ing s
62. Hissy fit
6 3. W hat acronym and 
acrylic have in common
6 5 . * # 2 9  D ow n p rop
6 7 . O ui in E ng lis h



RIO BLANCO HERALD TIMES
Thursday, April 7, 2022

���� ��

CO R R E CT I O N
Last week in Days, 

words were inadvertently 
dropped from an excerpt 

out of the Rangely 
Times 25 years ago, 

misconstruing the story. 
The complete excerpt 
is as follows: “Two 

men who were caught 
trafficking drugs on 

Hwy. 139 are in custody, 
awaiting trial. Rio Blanco 
Sheriff’s Deputies Butch 

McAllister and Dave 
Curtic busted the two 
alleged drug runners 

during a routine trafiic 
stop.” 

The HT sincerely 
apologizes for the error.

The Meeker Herald
125 years ago

•  Hugus &  Co have just 
received the largest invoice 
of shoes ever bought here.

•  While the late blizzard 
touched us gently here it 
was not so considerate with 
other portions of Colorado, 
as travelers arriving during 
the last few days say it was 
quite severe near Denver 
and other points east of the 
main range. 

The Meeker Herald
100 years ago

•  Word came in last 
Sunday that serious trouble 
is again brewing between 
cattle and sheep interests 
in Moffat County. Several 
of our citizens were called 
to Craig early this week, 
with a view to putting forth 
efforts to avert trouble. 

•  J A Blair, supervisor 
of the White River Forest, 
was with the Board of 
County Commissioners 
this week, relative to 
co-operation between the 
county government and the 
upper White River road. 
The forest service will help 
in this work.

The Meeker Herald 
50 years ago

•  District Ranger 
Dale Harthan of Meeker 
announced this week that 

certain roads of the White 
River national Forest in 
this area will be closed 
to all motor vehicles 
except over-snow vehicles 
beginning April 14th 
through June 9th due to 
moisture conditions and 
resulting erosive soil 
conditions. 

•  Ed Jirak, seeking 
his first term as mayor, 
narrowly won over John 
Hoffman, with a 21 vote 
majority. 

The Meeker Herald 
25 years ago

•  Meeker math and 
science teacher Bev 
DeVore attended the 
national Science Teachers 

Association national 
convention in New 
Orleans last week. Dow 
Chemical Company paid 
DeVore’s expenses for the 
trip after she was selected 
for Dow’s 1996 summer 
workshop. 

•  Meeker’s Starbuck 
Field is close to getting 
a new scoreboard for 
football and track 
activities. At the April 
2 Board of Education 
meeting, Leon Oltmann, 
the high school assistant 
principal and activities 
director, reported that 
a group of donors has 
pledged enough money 
to purchase a Daktronics 
board 5 feet higher than 

the existing board.

Rangely Times 
50 years ago

•  Transfer students 
Micheal W. Geisler and 
William J. Carey from 
Rangely College were 
awarded scholarships by 
the Air Force Reserve 
Officer Training Corps at 
the University of Northern 
Colorado. 

•  A soil survey by the 
Soil Conservation Service 
is now underway in the 
area of Rangely. This is 
a part of a county- wide 
survey of private owned 
lands. A similar one was 
just completed in Meeker. 

Rangely Times 
25 years ago

•  The Hale Bopp comet 
was visible near the Rangely 

oil field. The comet has 
passed its closest point to 
the earth and is now headed 
back into deep space. 

•  Burglars who broke 
into CNCC’s McLaughlin 
Building were in for 
a disappointing night. 
Risking persecution and 
possible jail-time, they only 
managed to cart off a cash 
box containing $30 in petty 
cash and a roll of stamps. 
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CNCC BUDGET NOTICES

SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 
AGENDA

RANGELY JUNIOR COLLEGE DISTRICT 
NOTICE OF 2021-2022 SUPPLEMENTAL 

BUDGET APPROVAL
N otice is  hereb y g iven that a p rop os ed 
2 02 1- 2 02 2  Sup p lemental B udg et has  b een 
s ub mitted to the R ang ely J unior Colleg e 
D is trict B oard of  D irectors  f or the ens uing  
year of  2 02 1- 2 02 2 ;  a cop y of  s uch b udg et 
is on file at Linda Gordon/Budget Officer, 
2 15  H illcres t A venue,  R ang ely,  CO  w here 
s ame is  op en f or p ub lic ins p ection;  s uch 
b udg et w ill b e cons idered at the reg ularly 
s cheduled b oard meeting  of  the R ang ely 
J unior Colleg e D is trict to b e held on A p ril 19 ,  
2 02 2 ,  N oon CN CC,  W eis s  M eeting  R oom f or 
final adoption of 2021-2022 Supplemental 
B udg et. A ny interes ted elector of  the 
R ang ely J unior Colleg e D is trict may ins p ect 
the proposed budget and file or register any 
ob j ections  thereto at any time p rior to the 
final adoption of the budget.
P ub lis hed:  M arch 31 and A p ril 7 ,  2 02 2
R io B lanco H erald T imes

RANGELY JUNIOR COLLEGE DISTRICT 
NOTICE OF 2022-2023 BUDGET 

APPROVAL
N otice is  hereb y g iven that a p rop os ed 
2 02 2 - 2 02 3 B udg et has  b een s ub mitted to 
the R ang ely J unior Colleg e D is trict B oard of  
D irectors  f or the ens uing  year of  2 02 2 - 2 02 3;  
a copy of such budget is on file at Linda 
Gordon/Budget Officer, 215 Hillcrest Avenue, 
R ang ely,  CO  w here s ame is  op en f or p ub lic 
ins p ection;  s uch b udg et w ill b e cons idered 
at the reg ularly s cheduled b oard meeting  
of  the R ang ely J unior Colleg e D is trict to b e 
held on A p ril 19 ,  2 02 2 ,  N oon CN CC,  W eis s  
Meeting Room for final adoption of 2022-
2 02 3 B udg et. A ny interes ted elector of  the 
R ang ely J unior Colleg e D is trict may ins p ect 
the proposed budget and file or register any 
ob j ections  thereto at any time p rior to the 
final adoption of the budget.
P ub lis hed:  M arch 31 and A p ril 7 ,  2 02 2
R io B lanco H erald T imes

MEEKER SCHOOL DISTRICT RE-1
Board of Education Work Session and 

Special Board Meeting

Meeker, CO 81641
April 11, 2022 -  7:00 p.m.

Community members wishing to 
observe the work session may use the 
following link:   https://meet.google.
com/ndh-kghi-qmd
Special Board Meeting
1. Call to O rder and R oll Call
2 . P ledg e of  A lleg iance:  M r. A mack  w ill lead 
the P ledg e of  A lleg iance
3. W elcome of  G ues ts
4. A p p roval of  A g enda
Student Celebrations:  Drama Club / 
A ddams  F amily V alues  Cas t
Action Items :
1. Approval: 2022-2023 Certified and 
Classified Staff
2 . A p p roval:  Staf f  T rans f er -  P aulette H ank s  
( 4th G rade T eacher to H S Science T eacher)
3. A p p roval:  A manda J aq uez  ( E lementary 
T eacher)
4. A p p roval:  A ndy Coryell ( H S H ead 
F ootb all Coach)
5 . A p p roval:  B arone M iddle School P rincip al 
-  T B D
Other BOE Information:
Executive Session (if needed): 
Special Meeting Adjournment: 
Work Session:
1. Policy final edits: GBGG - Staff Leave
2 . F Y 2 3 F inance
3. Sup erintendent E valuation R es ults
a. G oog le F orm
b . W ritten Comments
4. E ducational O utcomes  -  P olicy A D A
a. P rep arednes s  of  M H S G raduates  -  D A C 
Surveys
b . Strateg ic V is ion
5 . School Saf ety
a. M eek er School D is trict E merg ency 
O p erations  P lans
b . Standard R es p ons e P rotocol
6 . A dditional dis cus s ion items  ( time 
p ermitting )
a. P otential f uture B O E  ag enda dis cus s ion 
top ics
b . Cap ital p roj ects  lis t
c. CO V I D - 19  -  Current P rotocols
7 . tems  introduced b y b oard memb ers
P ub lis hed:  A p ril 7 ,  2 02 2
R io B lanco H erald T imes

ERBM 
ELECTION

NOTICE OF ELECTION
POLLING PLACE

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN ,  and,  
p articularly,  to the electors  of  the Eastern 
Rio Blanco Metropolitan Recreation 
and Park District of  R io B lanco County,  
Colorado:
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that an election 
w ill b e held on the 3rd day of  M ay,  2 02 2 ,  
b etw een the hours  of  7 : 00 a.m. and 7 : 00 
p .m. T he B oard of  D irectors  of  the D is trict 
have des ig nated the f ollow ing  p olling  p lace:
Fairfield Center
2 00 M ain St.
M eek er,  CO  8 16 41
A t the E lection,  the elig ib le electors  of  
the District will vote to fill vacant director 
p os itions  f or the B oard of  D irectors  f or 
a three- year term f rom the f ollow ing  
candidates :
K im K endall
A aron G rimes
J ohn Strate
E ric K nez
T yler F rye
V ick y E dw ards
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that 
ap p lications  f or and return of  ab s entee voter 
ballots may be filed with, and replacement 
b allots  may b e received f rom:
Cathy A. Kiser , Designated Election Official 
of  the Eastern Rio Blanco Metropolitan 
Recreation and Park District at:  101 U te 
R oad,  M eek er,  CO  8 16 41 b etw een the 
hours  of  7:00 a.m. and 3:00 p .m. M onday-
F riday,  until the clos e of  b us ines s  on the 
T ues day immediately p receding  the reg ular 
election ( A p ril 2 6 ,  2 02 2 ) .
Cathy A. Kiser Designated Election Official
E as tern R io B lanco R ecreation and P ark  
D is trict
( 9 7 0)  8 7 8 - 7 417  ( telep hone)
O r b y email:
cathy@ erb mrec.com
P ub lis hed:  A p ril 7 ,  14 and 2 1,  2 02 2
R io B lanco H erald T imes

DEFUNDING
ELECTION 

EQUIPMENT
HEARING

NOTICE AS TO BUDGET 
SUPPLEMENTAL

T he R io B lanco County B oard of  
Commis s ioners  w ill b e cons idering  a b udg et 
s up p lemental res olution on A p ril 12 ,  2 02 2  
11: 00 a.m.  R io B lanco County H is toric 
Courthous e,  5 5 5  M ain Street,  B O CC 
M eeting  R oom,  M eek er,  Colorado.

T he p rop os ed res olution is  f or the p urp os e 
of  ap p rop riating  s ums  of  money to def ray 
ex p ens es  in ex ces s  of  amounts  b udg eted 
f or the 2 02 2  b udg et year in the G eneral 
F und.  T he B oard of  County Commis s ioners  
b elieve it is  in the b es t interes t of  the citiz ens  
of  R io B lanco County to no long er us e the 
D ominion V oting  Sys tems ,  and theref ore the 
amount ap p rop riated f or the maintenance 
ag reement,  in the amount of  $ 13, 8 00 w ill 
b e decreas ed f rom the election dep artment 
w ithin the G eneral F und and moved to 
conting ency w ithin the G eneral F und. T he 
resolution may be viewed at the offices of 
the County Clerk  and R ecorder,  5 5 5  M ain 
Street,  Colorado,  and the County Clerk  and 
Recorder Office in the Rangely Town Hall, 
2 09  E . M ain Street,  Suite 101,  R ang ely,  
Colorado,  and are op en f or p ub lic ins p ection 
8 : 30 a.m. –  4: 30 p .m. on normal w ork  days .
P ub lis hed:  M arch 31 and A p ril 7 ,  2 02 2
R io B lanco H erald T imes

EASTERN RBC
HOSPITAL BOARD 

HEARING

NOTICE OF HEARING ON MOTION
P etitioner p rovides  notice to A L L  
I N T E R E ST E D  P A R T I E S that the Court 
w ill hold a hearing  on A p ril 19 ,  2 02 2 ,  at 
9 : 00am on the M otion to E s tab lis h the 
N umb er of  B oard M emb ers  f or E as tern 
R io B lanco County H ealth Services  
D is trict. A ny interes ted p arties  may 
p articip ate in this  hearing  b y log g ing  into 
or calling  W eb E x  at the des ig nated time. 
T he p roces s  f or acces s ing  W eb E x  f or the 
hearing  is  as  f ollow s :
Judge Norrdin’s Virtual Courtroom
T o ap p ear b y video:  ( p ref erred)  you can 
dow nload the W eb ex  M eeting  A p p  at 
www.webex.com/downloads.html/
f or your s martp hone or comp uter and 
join using access code/meeting number 
9 2 2 - 8 35 - 8 9 7  to ap p ear in J udg e N orrdin’ s  
virtual courtroom.To ap p ear b y p hone:  
dial 7 2 0- 6 5 0- 7 6 6 4 and w hen p romp ted 
enter the nine- dig it acces s  code 9 2 2 - 8 35 -
8 9 7  ( J udg e N orrdin’ s  virtual courtroom 
numb er)  and p res s  # ,  then p res s  #  ag ain.

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

Notice to Creditors
Estate of Jackie Irene Meese also known 

as Jackie I. Meese and Jackie Meese, 
Deceased 

Case Number 22 PR 30004
A ll p ers ons  having  claims  ag ains t the 
ab ove named es tate are req uired to 
p res ent them to the p ers onal rep res entative 
or to D is trict Court of  R io B lanco County,  
Colorado on or b ef ore J uly 31,  2 02 2 ,  or the 
claims  may b e f orever b arred.
Sue B ruck ner,  P ers onal R ep res entative
2 12  E as t 5 00 N orth
V ernal,  U T  8 407 8
F . J os ep h F ennes s y # 1047 7
P O  B ox  15 18
M eek er,  CO  8 16 41
P hone:  9 7 0- 8 7 8 - 47 8 3
E mail:  joe@fennessylaw.com
P ub lis hed:  M arch 31,  A p ril 7  and 14,  2 02 2
R io B lanco H erald T imes

INSTRUCCIONES PARA COMPARECER 
EN LA SALA VIRTUAL DEL JUEZ 
NORRDIN TODAS
LAS CAUSAS Y AUDIENCIAS A MENOS 
DE QUE SE INDIQUE LO CONTRARIO
P ara comp arecer p or video ( lo cual es  lo 
q ue el j uez  es p era de us ted) :  des carg ue la 
ap licació n de W E B E X  M eeting  en www.
webex.com/downloads.html/ en s u 
telé f ono intelig ente o comp utadora,  e 
ing res e a la s ala del trib unal a la hora y 
f echa p rog ramadas  p ara s u audiencia e 
ing res e el có dig o de acces o y el nú mero 
de reunió n 9 2 2  8 35  8 9 7 .
P ara comp arecer p or telé f ono:  llame al 
7 2 0- 6 5 0- 7 6 6 4 y cuando s e le indiq ue,  
ing res e el có dig o de acces o de nueve 
dí g itos  9 2 2  8 35  8 9 7  ( nú mero de la s ala 
virtual del j uez  N orrdin)  y marq ue la tecla 
numeral ( # ) ,  des p ué s  marq ue la tecla 
numeral ( # )  una vez  má s .
N ú mero de reunió n ( có dig o de acces o) :  
9 2 2  8 35  8 9 7
P ub lis hed:  M arch 2 4,  31,  A p ril 7  and 14,  
2 02 2
R io B lanco H erald T imes

“If once the people 
become inattentive 
to the public 
a�airs, you and I, 
and Congress and 
Assemblies, Judges 
and Governors, 
shall all become 
wolves. It seems to 
be the law of our 
general nature, in 
spite of individual 
exceptions.”

~ Thomas Je�erson

THANK YOU FOR 
SUPPORTING
COMMUNITY 

JOURNALISM!

Please recycle 
this paper.

Get the most 
out of your lawn 
this spring.

SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!

1-855-723-9333
*Requires purchase of annual plan. Special price is for fi rst Lawn application only. Requires purchase of annual plan, for 
new residential EasyPay or PrePay customers only. Valid at participating TruGreen locations. Availability of services may 
vary by geography. Not to be combined with or used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. Additional restrictions 
may apply. Consumer responsible for all sales tax. †Purchase of annual lawn plan required for Healthy Lawn Analysis, 
which is performed at the fi rst visit. Guarantee applies to annual plan customers only. BBB accredited since 07/01/2012. 
©2022 TruGreen Limited Partnership. All rights reserved. In Connecticut, B-0153, B-1380, B-0127, B-0200, B-0151.

50%
OFF*

Save now with

Your First Application

https://meet.google.com/ndh-kghi-qmd
https://meet.google.com/ndh-kghi-qmd
mailto:cathy@erbmrec.com
http://www.webex.com/downloads.html/
http://courtroom.To
mailto:joe@fennessylaw.com
http://www.webex.com/downloads.html/
http://www.webex.com/downloads.html/
http://www.remindmagazine.com/rmcp


RIO BLANCO HERALD TIMES
Thursday, April 7, 2022

TOWN OF RANGELY AGENDA

RECALL
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R I O  B L A N CO  H E R A L D  T I M E S

Work session April 12, 2022, 6pm 
Conference Room

Interview Trustee Applicants
T ow n of  R ang ely

A p ril 12 ,  2 02 2  -  7 : 00p m
Agenda

Rangely Board of Trustees (Town 
Council)
A N D Y  SH A F F E R ,  M ayor
T rey R ob ie,  M ayor P roT em
D on D avids on,  trus tee
K odi R ae N els on,  trus tee
T im W eb b er,  T rus tee
A lis a G rang er,  T rus tee
K eely E llis ,  T rus tee
1. Call to Order
2. Roll Call
3. Invocation
4. Pledge of Allegiance
5. Minutes of Meeting
a. D is cus s ion and A ction to ap p rove the 
minutes  of  M arch 2 2 ,  2 02 2 ,  T ow n Council 
M eeting
6. Petitions and Public Input
7. Changes to the Agenda
8. Public Hearings - 7:10pm
a. Committee/Board Meetings
b . R B C Commis s ioner R ep orts
c. Council R ep orts
12. Supervisor Reports – See Attached
13.
Manager Update
14. Old Business
15. New Business
a. D is cus s ion and action to ap p rove the 
M arch 2 02 2  Check  R eg is ter
b . D is cus s ion and action to ap p rove the 
L iq uor L icens e renew al f or L oaf  N  J ug  D B A  
M ini M art,  I nc.
c. D is cus s ion and action to ap p rove the 
Contract f or P rof es s ional Services  b etw een 
the T ow n of  R ang ely and R io B lanco 
County to p rovide f or B uilding  I ns p ection 
Services  to the T ow n of  R ang ely as  s tated 
in the ag reement.
d. D is cus s ion and action to ap p rove the 

ag reement b etw een R ang ely T rue V alue 
I nc. and T he T ow n of  R ang ely to clos e the 
alley s outh of  R ang ely T rue V alue during  
non- b us ines s  hours .
16. Informational Items
a. V eteran’ s  R es ource T our J une 7 ,  2 02 2
b . A G N C L eg is lative Summary
17. Board Vacancies
a. Community G arden B oard V acancies
18. Scheduled Announcements
a. P lanning  and Z oning  meeting  is  
s cheduled f or the J une 2 02 2
b . Community O utreach meeting  is  
s cheduled f or M ay 2 ,  2 02 2 ,  at 6 : 00 p m. 
c. G iant Step  P res chool B oard meeting  is  
s cheduled f or A p ril 13,  2 02 2 ,  at 6 : 00 p m
d. R ang ely D is trict L ib rary B oard meeting  is  
s cheduled f or A p ril 11,  2 02 2 ,  at 5 : 00 p m
e. W es tern R io B lanco P ark  &  R ecreation 
D is trict B oard meeting  is  s cheduled f or A p ril 
11,  2 02 2 ,  at 7 : 00 p m
f . R ang ely J unior Colleg e D is trict B oard 
meeting  is  s cheduled f or A p ril 19 ,  2 02 2 ,  at 
12 : 00 noon
g . R io B lanco County Commis s ioners  B oard 
meeting  is  s cheduled f or A p ril 19 ,  2 02 2 ,  at 
11: 00 am
h. RDA/RDC Board meeting is scheduled 
f or A p ril 2 1,  2 02 2 ,  at 7 : 30 am
i. R ang ely Chamb er of  Commerce B oard 
meeting  is  s cheduled f or A p ril 2 1,  2 02 2 ,  at 
12 : 00 noon
j . R ural F ire P rotection D is trict B oard 
meeting  is  s cheduled f or A p ril 18 ,  2 02 2 ,  
at 7 : 00 p m
k . R ang ely School D is trict B oard meeting  
has  b een s cheduled f or A p ril 19 ,  2 02 2 ,  at 
6 : 15  p m
l. R io B lanco W ater Cons ervancy D is trict 
B oard meeting  is  s cheduled A p ril 2 7 ,  2 02 2 ,  
at 6 : 30 p m
m. R ang ely D is trict H os p ital b oard meeting  
is  s cheduled f or A p ril 2 8 ,  2 02 2 ,  at 6 : 00 p m
19. Adjournment
P ub lis hed:  A p ril 7 ,  2 02 2
R io B lanco H erald T imes

Court Address:  109 8th Street, Suite 104, 
Glenwood Springs, CO 81601
Mailing Address:  109 8th Street, Suite 
104, Glenwood Springs, CO 81601
970-928-3065
In the Matter of the Determination 
of Heirs or Devisees or Both and of 
Interests in Property of: ROBERT E. 
STRIPLING, Deceased
Case Number: 2021PR30123 Division: B
Attorney for Petitioner:
Coan, Payton and Payne, LLC
Daniel W. Jones, #24626
1711 61st Avenue, Suite 100, Greeley, 
CO 80634
Phone Number:  970/339-3500 FAX 
Number: 970/584-1776 E-mail: djones@
cp2law.com
NOTICE OF HEARING BY PUBLICATION 
TO INTERESTED PERSONS AND
OWNERS BY INHERITANCE PURSUANT 
TO § 15-12-1303(3), C.R.S.
T o A ll I nteres ted P ers ons  and O w ners  b y 
I nheritance:
G reg ory F raz er B urnw orth,  J onathan 
Strip ling  B urnw orth,  T he B urnw orth 
R evocab le L iving  T rus t,  and all unk now n 
p arties  w ho may claim an interes t in the 
p rop erty.
A Petition has been filed alleging that the 
ab ove D ecedent died leaving  the f ollow ing  
real property mineral interests in Garfield 
and R io B lanco Counties ,  Colorado:
Overriding royalty interest of 1/4 of 1% 
of  the oil and g as  p roduced and s aved 
under the oil and g as  leas es  covering  the 
following lands in Garfield and Rio Blanco 
Counties ,  Colorado:

a. Lease w ith Serial N o. C- 9 103 dated 
A ug us t 1,  19 6 9 ,  b etw een the U .S.A . as  
L es s or and M . P eyton B ucy as  L es s ee f or 
the f ollow ing  lands  in T ow ns hip  5  South,  
R ang e 101 W es t of  the 6 th P .M .:   L ots  5 ,  
6 ,  7 ,  and 8  of  Section 2 ;  L ots  5  and 6  of  
Section 3; the NE/4, E/2NW/4, N/2SE/4, 
and SE/4SE/4 of Section 10; All of Section 
11; All of Section 14; and the E/2NE/4 and 
SE/4 of Section 15;
b . Lease w ith Serial N o. C- 9 2 33 dated 
A ug us t 1,  19 6 9 ,  b etw een the U .S.A . as  
L es s or and M . P eyton B ucy as  L es s ee f or 
the f ollow ing  lands :
i. I n T ow ns hip  5  South,  R ang e 101 
W es t of  the 6 th P .M .:  L ots  9 ,  10,  11,  and 
12, E/2SW/4, and SE/4 of Section 19; 
W/2SW/4 of Section 20; Lot 1, NW/4SW/4, 
and W/2NW/4 of Section 29; Lots 5 thru 15, 
NE/4 and NE/4NW/4 of Section 30; Lots 5 
thru 14 of  Section 31;  L ot 1 of  Section 32 ;  
and T ract 37  located in Sections  30,  31,  
and 32 ;  and
ii. I n T ow ns hip  5  South,  R ang e 102  W es t 
of the 6th P.M.: E/2SE/4 of Section 25; 
and Lot 4, E/2NE/4, and NE/4SE/4 of 
Section 36 ;
c. Lease w ith Serial N o. C- 9 434 dated 
N ovemb er 1,  19 6 9 ,  b etw een the U .S.A . as  
L es s or and M . P ayton B ucy as  L es s ee f or 
the f ollow ing  lands  ( s ome of  w hich are in 
R io B lanco County and s ome of  w hich are 
in Garfield County):
i. I n T ow ns hip  4 South,  R ang e 100 W es t of  
the 6th P.M.: Lots 5 thru 14, the NE/4, and 
the M/2SE/4 of Section 31; and Lots 1, 2, 
3 and 4, the N/2, and the N/2S/2 of Section 
36 ;  and
ii. I n T ow ns hip  5  South,  R ang e 101 W es t of  
the 6 th P .M .:  L ots  5 ,  6 ,  7  and 8  of  Section 
1; All of Section 12; and the N/2 and N/2S/2 
of  Section 13;
d. Lease w ith Serial N o. C- 9 435  dated 
N ovemb er 1,  19 6 9 ,  b etw een the U .S.A . as  
L es s or and M . P eyton B ucy as  L es s ee f or 
the f ollow ing  lands :
i. I n T ow ns hip  5  South,  R ang e 100 W es t 
of the 6th P.M.: Lots 5, 6, 7, and 8, S/2N/2, 
and S/2 of Section 5; Lots 8 thru 14, 
S/2NE/4, SE/4NW/4, E/2SW/4, and SE/4 of 
Section 6; Lots 5, 6, 7, and 8, E/2W/2, and 
E/2 of Section 7; and N/2 of Section 8; and
ii. I n T ow ns hip  5  South,  R ang e 101 W es t of  
the 6th P.M.: S/2S/2 of Section 13;
e. Lease w ith Serial N o. 9 5 5 7  dated 
J anuary 1,  19 7 0,  b etw een the U .S.A . as  
L es s or and M . P eyton B ucy as  L es s ee f or 
the f ollow ing  lands  in T ow ns hip  5  South,  
Range 101 West of the 6th P.M.: E/2 of 
Section 23; W/2 and W/2E/2 of Section 
24; Lots 1, 2, 3, and 4, NW/4NE/4, NW/4, 
N/2SW/4, and SW/4SW/4 of Section 25; 
NE/4 of Section 26; Lots 1, 2, and 3, and 
N/2SW/4 of Section 35; and Tract 40 
located in T - 5 - S,  R - 101- W  and T - 5  and 6 - S,  
R - 101- W ;
f . Lease w ith Serial N o. 9 5 5 8  dated J anuary 
1,  19 7 0,  b etw een the U .S.A . as  L es s or 
and M . P eyton B ucy as  L es s ee f or the 
f ollow ing  lands  in T ow ns hip  5  South,  R ang e 
100 W es t of  the 6 th P .M .:  L ots  5 ,  6 ,  7 ,  
and 8, E/2W/2, W/2E/2, N/2N/2NE/4NE/4, 
SW/4NW/4NE/4NE/4, W/2W/2SE/4NE/4, 
NW/4NW/4NE/4SE/4, S/2N/2NE/4SE/4, 
S/2NE/4SE/4, and SE/4SE/4 of 
Section 19; NE/4, E/2E/2NW/4, 
E/2W/2E/2NW/4, NW/4NW/4NE/4NW/4, 
N/2N/2NW/4NW4, N/2N/2N/2SE/4, 
N/2NE/4NE/4SW/4, NE/4NW/4NE/4SW/4, 
W/2SW/4NE/4SW/4, SW/4NW/4NE/4SW/4, 
S/2N/2NW/4SW/4, SW/4SW/4, and 

W/2W/2SE/4SE/4 of Section 20; N/2 
and N/2N/2N/2S/2 of Section 21; NW/4, 
N/2N/2N/2NE/4, SW/4NW/4NW/4NE/4, 
and W/2SW/4NW/4NE/4 of Section 22; and 
W/2W/2 of Section 29;
g . Lease w ith Serial N o. C- 9 5 9 1 dated 
N ovemb er 1,  19 6 9 ,  b etw een the U .S.A . as  
L es s or and M . P eyton B ucy as  L es s ee f or 
the f ollow ing  lands  in T ow ns hip  5  South,  
Range 101 West of the 6th P.M.: E/2SW/4 
and SE/4 of Section 20; S/2 of Section 21; 
SW/4, W/2SE/4, and SE/4SE/4 of Section 
22; NW/4 and N/2SW/4 of Section 23; W/2 
of Section 27; All of Section 28; and E/2 and 
E/2W/2 of Section 29;
h. Lease w ith Serial N o. C- 9 5 9 2  dated 
N ovemb er 1,  19 6 9 ,  b etw een the U .S.A . as  
L es s or and M . P eyton B ucy as  L es s ee f or 
the f ollow ing  lands  in T ow ns hip  5  South,  
Range 101 West of the 6th P.M.: S/2SW/4 
of Section 23; NW/4 of Section 26; E/2 
of  Section 2 7 ;  L ots  2 ,  3,  4,  5 ,  6 ,  and 7 ,  
E/2NW/4, NE/4SW/4, N/2SE/4, and NE/4 of 
Section 32; Lots 1, 2, 3, and 4, N/2S/2, and 
N/2 of Section 33; and Lots 1, 2, 3, and 4, 
N/2S/2, and N/2 of Section 34;
i. Lease w ith Serial N o. C- 9 5 9 3 dated 
N ovemb er 1,  19 6 9 ,  b etw een the U .S.A . as  
L es s or and M . P eyton B ucy as  L es s ee f or 
the f ollow ing  lands :
i. I n T ow ns hip  5  South,  R ang e 101 W es t of  
the 6th P.M.: Lots 1 and 2, N/2SW/4, and 
NW/4 of Section 35; and
ii. I n T ow ns hip  6  South,  R ang e 102  W es t 
of  the 6 th P .M .:  L ots  5  thru 12  of  Section 1;  
L ots  5  thru 16  of  Section 2 ;  L ots  4 thru 12 ,  
15, and 16, SW/4NW/4, and W/2SW/4 of 
Section 3;  L ots  1,  2 ,  5 ,  6 ,  7 ,  8 ,  9 ,  10,  11,  12 ,  
and 13, S/2NE/4, N/2SE/4, and SE/4SE/4 
of  Section 4;  L ots  5  thru 16  of  Section 5 ,  
and L ots  16  and 2 3 of  Section 6 ;
j . Lease w ith Serial N o. C- 9 9 2 9  dated 
J anuary 1,  19 7 0,  b etw een the U .S.A . as  
L es s or and H . P . M cL is h as  L es s ee f or the 
f ollow ing  lands  ( s ome of  w hich are in R io 
B lanco County and s ome of  w hich are in 
Garfield County):
i. I n T ow ns hip  4 South,  R ang e 100 W es t of  
the 6 th P .M .:  A ll of  Section 2 2 ;  A ll of  Section 
27; and Lots 1, 2, 3 and 4, the N/2S/2, and 
the N/2 of Section 34; and
ii. I n T ow ns hip  5  South,  R ang e 100 W es t of  
the 6th P.M.: Lots 5, 6, 7 and 8, the S/2N/2, 
and the S/2 of Section 4;
k . Lease w ith Serial N o. C- 9 9 30 dated 
J anuary 1,  19 7 0,  b etw een the U .S.A . as  
L es s or and H . P . M cL is h as  L es s ee f or the 
f ollow ing  lands  ( s ome of  w hich are in R io 
B lanco County and s ome of  w hich are in 
Garfield County):
i. I n T ow ns hip  4 South,  R ang e 100 W es t of  
the 6 th P .M .:  A ll of  Section 2 3;  A ll of  Section 
26; and Lots 1, 2, 3, and 4, the N/2S/2, and 
the N/2 of Section 35; and
ii. I n T ow ns hip  5  South,  R ang e 100 W es t of  
the 6th P.M.: Lots 5, 6, 7 and 8, the S/2N/2, 
and the S/2 of Section 3.
l. Lease w ith Serial N o. C- 9 9 32  dated 
J anuary 1,  19 7 0,  b etw een the U .S.A . 
as  L es s or and H . P . M cL is h as  L es s ee 
f or the f ollow ing  lands  in T ow ns hip  5  
South,  R ang e 100 W es t of  the 6 th P .M .:  
NW/4, N/2SW/4, S/2NE/4, N/2SE/4, 
N/2N/2N/2S/2, W/2SE/4SW/4SE/4, 
E/2SW/4SW/4SE/4, SW/4NE/4SW/4SE/4, 
and SE/4NW/4SW/4SE/4 of Section 
13; N/2, N/2S/2, S/2SW/4, SW/4SE/4, 
N/2N/2SE/4SE/4, W/2SW/4SE/4SE/4, 
and SW/4NW/4SE/4SE/4 of Section 14; 
All of Section 15; NE/4NW/4, NW/4NE/4, 
E/2NW/4NW/4; E/2W/2NW/4NW/4, 
NW/4NW/4NW/4NW/4, N/2NE/4SW/4NW/4, 
NE/4NW/4SW/4NW/4, N/2N/2SE/4NW/4, 
E/2SW/4NE/4, E/2W/2SW/4NE/4, 
NW/4NW/4SW/4NE/4, N/2NE/4NW/4SE/4, 
SE/4NE/4, S/2NE/4NE/4, S/2N/2NE/4NE/4, 
and NW/4NW/4NE/4NE/4 of Section 
23; Lot 2, NW/4NE/4NW/4NE/4, 
NE/4NW/4NW/4NE/4, W/2SE/4NE/4NE/4, 
E/2SW/4NE/4NE/4, SW/4NE/4NE/4NE/4, 
SE/4NW/4NE/4NE/4, S/2NE/4SE/4NE/4, 
NW/4NE/4SE/4NE/4, E/2W/2SE/4NE/4, 
SE/4SE/4NE/4, S/2NW/4SE/4, 
S/2N/2NW/4SE/4, SE/4NE/4SW/4, 
S/2NE/4NE/4SW/4, SE/4NW/4NE/4SW/4, 
E/2SW/4NE/4SW/4, E/2SE/4SW/4, 
E/2W/2SE/4SW/4, SW/4SE/4, and Lot 1 
ex cluding  2 .5  acres  in p atented M ining  
E ntry 114346 1 of  Section 2 4;  and L ots  
1 and 2, W/2NE/4, SE/4, E/2E/2SW/4, 
E/2W/2E/2SW/4, E/2SE/4NW/4, and 
E/2W/2SE/4NW/4 of Section 25
m. Lease w ith Serial N o. C- 9 9 3k  dated 
J anuary 1,  19 7 0,  b etw een the U .S.A . as  
L es s or and H . P . M cL is h as  L es s ee f or the 
f ollow ing  lands  ( s ome of  w hich are in R io 
B lanco County and s ome of  w hich are in 
Garfield County):
i. I n T ow ns hip  4 South,  R ang e 100 W es t 
of  the 6 th P .M .:  L ots  1 thru 12  and the 
W/2 of Section 24; Lots 1 thru 12 and the 
W/2 of Section 25; and Lots 1 thru 14, the 
N/2SW/4, and the NW/4 of Section 36; and
ii. I n T ow ns hip  5  South,  R ang e 100 W es t 
of  the 6 th P .M .:  L ots  5 ,  6 ,  7 ,  and 8 ,  the 
SW/4NW/4, the S/2S/2, and the NW/4SW4 
of  Section 2 ;
n. Lease w ith Serial N o. C- 10047  dated 
J anuary 1,  19 7 0,  b etw een the U .S.A . as  
L es s or and M . P eyton B ucy as  L es s ee f or 

the f ollow ing  lands  in T ow ns hip  6  South,  
R ang e 101 W es t of  the 6 th P .M .:  L ots  3,  8 ,  
9, and 10, and SE/4 of Section 4; and N/2, 
N/2SE/4, and NE/4SW/4 of Section 9;
o. Lease w ith Serial N o. C- 10138  dated 
J anuary 1,  19 7 0,  b etw een the U .S.A . as  
L es s or and M . P eyton B ucy as  L es s ee f or 
the f ollow ing  lands  in T ow ns hip  6  South,  
R ang e 102  W es t of  the 6 th P .M .:  L ots  17  
thru 22 of Section 6; Lots 1 thru 4, E/2W/2, 
and E/2 of Section 7; All of Section 8; All of 
Section 9; W/2W/2 of Section 10; and NW/4 
of  Section 16 ;
p . Lease w ith Serial N o. C- 10139  dated 
J anuary 1,  19 7 0,  b etw een the U .S.A . as  
L es s or and M . P eyton B ucy as  L es s ee f or 
the f ollow ing  lands  in T ow ns hip  6  South,  
R ang e 102  W es t of  the 6 th P .M .:  A ll of  
Section 17; Lots 1 thru 4, E/2W/2, and E/2 
of Section 18; Lots 1 thru 4, E/2W/2, and 
E/2 of Section 19; S/2 of Section 20; and 
S/2 of Section 21;
q . Lease w ith Serial N o. C- 10146  dated 
J anuary 1,  19 7 0,  b etw een the U .S.A . as  
L es s or and M . P eyton B ucy as  L es s ee f or 
the f ollow ing  lands  in T ow ns hip  6  South,  
Range 102 West of the 6th P.M.: SW/4 
and W/2SE/4 of Section 26; S/2 of Section 
27; N/2, N/2S/2, and S/2SW/4 of Section 
28; W/2, NE/4, and W/2SE/4 of Section 
34; and N/2NW/4, SW/4NW/4, NW/4NE/4, 
W/2SE/4, and S/2SW/4 of Section 35;
r. Lease w ith Serial N o. C- 1037 2  dated A p ril 
1,  19 7 0,  b etw een the U .S.A . as  L es s or and 
M . P eyton B ucy as  L es s ee f or the f ollow ing  
lands :
i. I n T ow ns hip  6  South,  R ang e 101 W es t 
of the 6th P.M.: NW/4 of Section 27; N/2 of 
Section 28; N/2 of Section 29; Lots 5 and 6, 
and E/2NE/4 of Section 30; and
ii. I n T ow ns hip  6  South,  R ang e 102  W es t 
of the 6th P.M.: S/2 of Section 22; S/2S/2 
of Section 23; S/2S/2 of Section 24; N/2 of 
Section 25; N/2 of Section 26; and N/2 of 
Section 2 7 ;  
s . Lease w ith Serial N o. C- 1037 3 dated 
A p ril 1,  19 7 0,  b etw een the U .S.A . as  L es s or 
and M . P eyton B ucy as  L es s ee f or the 
f ollow ing  lands :
i. I n T ow ns hip  6  South,  R ang e 101 W es t 
of the 6th P.M.: SW/4 of Section 27; S/2 of 
Section 28; S/2 of Section 29; Lots 7 and 8, 
and E/2SE/4 of Section 30; SE/4 of Section 
34; and S/2 of Section 35; and
ii. I n T ow ns hip  6  South,  R ang e 102  W es t 
of the 6th P.M.: S/2 of Section 25; E/2SE/4 
of Section 26; NE/4NE/4, and E/2SE/4 of 
Section 35; and E/2, E/2W/2, W/2SW/4, 
and NW/4NW/4 of Section 36;
t. Lease w ith Serial N o. C- 1037 4 dated A p ril 
1,  19 7 0,  b etw een the U .S.A . as  L es s or and 
M . P eyton B ucy as  L es s ee f or the f ollow ing  
lands :
i. I n T ow ns hip  6  South,  R ang e 100 W es t 
of the 6th P.M.: Lots 1 thru 8, W/2NW/4 
and N/2SW4 of Section 29; Lots 5 thru 8, 
E/2W/2, and E/2 of Section 30; Lots 5 thru 
10, NE/4, E/2NW/4, E/2SW/4, and N/2SE/4 
of  Section 31;  and T ract 46  located in 
Sections  2 0,  2 1,  2 8 ,  and 2 9 ;
ii. I n T ow ns hip  6  South,  R ang e 101 W es t of  
the 6th P.M.: E/2 of Section 25; and E/2 and 
SW/4 of Section 36;
u. Lease w ith Serial N o. C- 1037 5  dated 
A p ril 1,  19 7 0,  b etw een the U .S.A . as  L es s or 
and M . P eyton B ucy as  L es s ee f or the 
f ollow ing  lands :
i. I n T ow ns hip  6  South,  R ang e 101 W es t 
of the 6th P.M.: S/2S/2 and NW/4SW/4 of 
Section 9; N/2 of Section 16; N/2 of Section 
17; and Lots 5 and 6, and E/2NE/4 of 
Section 18 ;  and
ii. I n T ow ns hip  6  South,  R ang e 102  W es t 
of the 6th P.M.: N/2 of Section 13; NE/4, 
E/2NW/4, NW/4NW/4, N/2SE/4 and 
NE/4SW/4 of Section 14; W/2, W/2E/2, 
NE/4NE/4, and SE/4SE/4 of Section 15; 
NE/4 of Section 16; and N/2NE/4 of Section 
2 2 ;
v. Lease w ith Serial N o. C- 1037 6  dated 
A p ril 1,  19 7 0,  b etw een the U .S.A . as  L es s or 
and M . P eyton B ucy as  L es s ee f or the 
f ollow ing  lands :
i. I n T ow ns hip  6  South,  R ang e 101 W es t 
of the 6th P.M.: N/2 and SE/4 of Section 
15; S/2 of Section 16; S/2 of Section 17; 
and Lots 7 and 8, and E/2SE/4 of Section 
18 ;  and
ii. I n T ow ns hip  6  South,  R ang e 102  W es t 

of the 6th P.M.: S/2 of Section 13; S/2SE/4 
and SE/4SW/4 of Section 14; NE/4, 
E/2NW/4, N/2SE/4, and NE/4SW/4 of 
Section 23; and N/2 and N/2S/2 of Section 
2 4;
w . Lease w ith Serial N o. C- 1037 7  dated 
A p ril 1,  19 7 0,  b etw een the U .S.A . as  L es s or 
and M . P eyton B ucy as  L es s ee f or the 
f ollow ing  lands  in T ow ns hip  6  South,  R ang e 
101 West of the 6th P.M.: NW/4SW/4 of 
Section 2; Lots 5 thru 8, and E/2E/2 of 
Section 19 ;  A ll of  Section 2 0;  A ll of  Section 
21; W/2 of Section 22; and E/2 of Section 
2 4;
x . Lease w ith Serial N o. C- 1037 8  dated  
A p ril 1,  19 7 0,  b etw een the U .S.A . as  L es s or 
and M . P eyton B ucy as  L es s ee f or the 
f ollow ing  lands :
i. I n T ow ns hip  6  South,  R ang e 101 W es t of  
the 6th P.M.: Lots 5 thru 8, and E/2E/2 of 
Section 7 ;  and
ii. I n T ow ns hip  6  South,  R ang e 102  W es t 
of  the 6 th P .M .:  L ots  13 thru 2 0 of  Section 
1; Lots 17 thru 20 of Section 2; E/2 and 
E/2W/2 of Section 10; All of Section 11; and 
A ll of  Section 12 ;
y. Lease w ith Serial N o. C- 1042 0 dated 
M arch 1,  19 7 0,  b etw een the U .S.A . as  
L es s or and M . P eyton B ucy as  L es s ee f or 
the f ollow ing  lands  in T ow ns hip  5  South,  
Range 102 West of the 6th P.M.: SW/4 of 
Section 26; and Lots 1 and 2, and N2/SW/4 
of  Section 35 ;
z . Lease w ith Serial N o. C- 105 5 2  dated 
A p ril 1,  19 7 0,  b etw een the U .S.A . as  L es s or 
and Suz anne D . B ucy as  L es s ee f or the 
f ollow ing  lands  in T ow ns hip  6  South,  R ang e 
101 W es t of  the 6 th P .M .:  L ots  4 and 5 ,  and 
S/2NW/4 of Section 4; Lots 5, 6, 7, and 8, 
and S/2N/2 of Section 5; Lots 9, 10, 12, 13, 
and 14 of Section 6; and W/2 and NE/4 of 
Section 8 ;
aa. Lease w ith Serial N o. C- 105 5 5  dated 
A p ril 1,  19 7 0,  b etw een the U .S.A . as  
L es s or and M . P eyton B ucy as  L es s ee f or 
the f ollow ing  lands  in T ow ns hip  7  South,  
R ang e 102  W es t of  the 6 th P .M .:  L ots  5  thru 
26, SE/4NE/4, E/2SE/4, and SW/4SE/4 
of Section 3; and Lots 5 thru 14, S/2N/2, 
SW/4, and NW/4SE/4 of Section 4;
b b . Lease w ith Serial N o. C- 2 2 16 9  dated 
A p ril 1,  19 7 0,  b etw een the U .S.A . as  L es s or 
and M . P eyton B ucy as  L es s ee f or the 
f ollow ing  lands  in T ow ns hip  7  South,  R ang e 
102  W es t of  the 6 th P .M .:  L ots  5  thru 11,  
SW/4NE/4, S/2NW/4, W/2SE/4, and SW/4 
of Section 1; and Lots 5 thru 8, S/2N/2, and 
S/2 of Section 2;
cc. Lease w ith Serial N o. C- 106 06  dated 
A p ril 1,  19 7 0,  b etw een the U .S.A . as  L es s or 
and M . P eyton B ucy as  L es s ee f or the 
f ollow ing  lands  in T ow ns hip  6  South,  R ang e 
101 W es t of  the 6 th P .M :  L ots  5  thru 8 ,  and 
E/2E/2 of Section 31; All of Section 32; All 
of Section 33; and W/2 of Section 34;
dd. Lease w ith Serial N o. C- 132 04 dated 
A ug us t 1,  19 7 1,  b etw een the U .S.A . as  
L es s or and M . P eyton B ucy as  L es s ee f or 
the f ollow ing  lands  in T ow ns hip  6  South,  
R ang e 102  W es t of  the 6 th P .M .:  L ots  13 
and 14 of  Section 3;
ee. Lease w ith Serial N o. C- 1412 1 dated 
N ovemb er 1,  19 7 1,  b etw een the U .S.A . as  
L es s or and W iloa,  I nc.,  as  L es s ee f or the 
f ollow ing  lands  in T ow ns hip  5  South,  R ang e 
100 W es t of  the 6 th P .M .:  A ll of  Section 10;  
and S/2S/2 of Section 12;
f f . Lease dated J uly 9 ,  19 7 0,  b etw een I val 
Young a/k/a Ival E. Young and Ed Young 
as  L es s ors  and M . P eyton B ucy as  L es s ee 
f or the f ollow ing  lands  in T ow ns hip  6  South,  
R ang e 102  W es t of  the 6 th P .M .:  L ots  2  and 
3, SE/4NW/4, and NE/4SW/4 of Section 
5; SW/4NW/4 and W/2 SW/4 of Section 
14; SE/4NE/4 and NE/4SE/4 of Section 
15; W/2NW/4 and NW/4SW/4 of Section 
23; E/2SE/4 of Section 34; N/2SW/4, 
SE/4NW/4, and S/2NE/4 of Section 35; and 
SW/4NW/4 of Section 36; and
g g . Lease dated F eb ruary 1,  19 7 2 ,  
b etw een H arry E aton,  H arry T urner,  B oyd 
B . B ales ,  G rant D . B ales ,  J r.,  and Curtis  
E aton as  L es s ors  and R ob ert O . R eynolds  
as  L es s ee f or the f ollow ing  lands  in 
T ow ns hip  5  South,  R ang e 100 W es t of  the 
6 th P .M .
i. T ract A :  A ll of  the land des crib ed as  Shale 
K ing  claim covering  16 0 acres ,  Shale K ing  
# 1 claim covering  16 0 acres ,  Shale K ing  

# 1 claim covering  16 0 acres ,  D eb eq ue 
claim covering  16 0 acres ,  D eb eq ue Claim 
# 1 covering  16 0 acres ,  D eb eq ue claim # 3 
cover 16 0 acres ,  D eb eq ue claim covering  
16 0 acres ,  Shale M ountain F raction Claim 
covering  40 acres ,  Shale R anch claim 
covering  8 0 acres ,  Shale M ountain claim 
covering  16 0 acres ,  Shale M ountain # 1 
covering  16 0 acres ,  Shale M ountain # 2  
claim covering  16 0 acres ,  Shale M ountain 
# 3 claim covering  16 0 acres ,  Shale 
M ountain # 4 claim covering  16 0 acres ,  
Shale M ountain # 5  claim covering  16 0 
acres ,  Shale M ountain # 8  claim covering  
16 0 acres ,  all of  s aid lands  emb raced 
w ithin s aid claims  b eing  more p articularly 
des crib ed in U nited States  of  A merica 
P atent N o. 114346 1 recorded as  D ocument 
18 5 48 3 in B ook  2 7 6  at P ag e 6 1 of  the 
records of Garfield County, Colorado, to 
w hich records  ref erence is  here made f or a 
more p articular des crip tion,  and all of  w hich 
land is  s ituated in T - 5 - S,  R - 100- W  of  the 
6 th P rincip al M eridian,  Colorado,  containing  
2 36 0 acres ,  more or les s . A s  to g eolog ical 
horiz ons  b elow  the b as e of  the G reen R iver 
f ormation only;  and
ii. T ract B :  A ll of  the land des crib ed as  
M as s ive p lacer claim,  covering  16 0 acres ,  
s aid land emb raced w ithin s aid claim b eing  
more p articularly des crib ed in U nited States  
of  A merica P atent N o. 118 4014 recorded as  
D ocument 2 02 36 7  in B ook  310 at P ag e 2 5 3 
of the records of Garfield County, Colorado; 
all of  the land des crib ed as  M as s ive # 1 
claim ,  M as s ive # 2  claim,  M as s ive # 3 
claim,  M as s ive # 4 claim,  M as s ive # 6  
claim,  M as s ive # 7  claim,  Shale K ing  # 2 ,  
Shale K ing  # 3,  Shale K ing  # 5 ,  Shale K ing  
# 6 ,  Shale K ing  # 7 ,  Shale K ing  # 8 ,  and 
Shale K ing  # 9 ,  all of  s aid lands  emb raced 
w ithin s aid claims  b eing  more p articularly 
des crib ed in U nited States  of  A merica 
P atent N o. 114346 1 recorded as  D ocument 
18 5 48 3 in B ook  2 7 6  at P ag e 6 1 in the 
records of Garfield County, Colorado; all of 
w hich land is  s ituated in T - 5 - S,  R - 100- W  
of  the 6 th P rincip al M eridian,  Colorado,  
containing  2 18 3.7 2  acres ,  more or les s . A s  
to g eolog ical horiz ons  b elow  the b as e of  the 
G reen R iver f ormation only.
Sub j ect to Sp hinx  Creek  U nit A g reement 
N o. 14- 08 - 0001- 14 dated N ovemb er 2 0,  
19 7 4.   
In Rio Blanco County:
hh. Lease w ith Serial N o. C- 16 32  dated 
M ay 1,  19 6 7 ,  b etw een the U .S.A . as  L es s or 
and G ordon H urd and R . L . G rady as  
L es s ee f or the f ollow ing  lands  in T ow ns hip  
3 South,  R ang e 100 W es t of  the 6 th P .M .:  
Lots 3 and 4 and the E/2SW/4 of Section 
30; Lots 1 and 2, the E/2NW/4, and the 
NE/4 of Section 31; the N/2 of Section 32; 
and the N/2 of Section 33;
ii. Lease w ith Serial N o. C- 339 3 dated 
F eb ruary 1,  19 6 8 ,  b etw een the U .S.A . 
as  L es s or and Cas cade N atural G as  
Corp oration as  L es s ee f or the f ollow ing  
lands :
i. in T ow ns hip  4 South,  R ang e 100 W es t 
of  the 6 th P .M .:  A ll of  Section 19 ;  and all of  
Section 30;
ii. in T ow ns hip  4 South,  R ang e 101 W es t 
of  the 6 th P .M .:  L ots  1,  2 ,  3,  and 4,  and the 
N/2S/2 of Section 35;
j j . Lease w ith Serial N o. C- 36 36  dated A p ril 
1,  19 6 8 ,  b etw een the U .S.A . as  L es s or 
and Cas cade N atural G as  Corp oration as  
L es s ee f or the f ollow ing  lands  in T ow ns hip  4 
South,  R ang e 101 W es t of  the 6 th P .M .:  A ll 
of  Section 13;
k k . Lease w ith Serial N o. C- 36 37  dated 
M ay 1,  19 6 8 ,  b etw een the U .S.A . as  L es s or 
and Cas cade N atural G as  Corp oration as  
L es s ee f or the f ollow ing  lands  in T ow ns hip  4 
South,  R ang e 101 W es t of  the 6 th P .M .:  A ll 
of Section 22; N/2NE/4, W/2, and E/2SE/4 
of  Section 2 3;  and L ots  1,  2 ,  3,  and 4,  
W/2E/2, and SW/4 of Section 29;
ll. Lease w ith Serial N o. C- 36 38  dated M ay 
1,  19 6 8 ,  b etw een the U .S.A . as  L es s or 
and Cas cade N atural G as  Corp oration as  
L es s ee f or the f ollow ing  lands  in T ow ns hip  
4 South,  R ang e 101 W es t of  the 6 th P .M .:  
N/2, SW/4, W/2SE/4, and NE/4SE/4 of 
Section 9; Lots 3 and 4, W/2SE/4, and 
SW/4 of Section 17; Lots 1, 2, 3, and 4, 
W/2E/2, and W/2 of Section 20; and NW/4 
of  Section 2 9 ;

mm. Lease w ith Serial N o. C- 36 39  dated 
A p ril 1,  19 6 8 ,  b etw een the U .S.A . as  L es s or 
and Cas cade N atural G as  Corp oration as  
L es s ee f or the f ollow ing  lands  in T ow ns hip  
4 South,  R ang e 101 W es t of  the 6 th P .M .:  
A ll of  Section 2 5 ;  A ll of  Section 2 6 ;  A ll of  
Section 2 7 ;  and A ll of  Section 2 8 ;
nn. Lease w ith Serial N o. C- 36 40 dated 
A p ril 1,  19 6 8 ,  b etw een the U .S.A . as  L es s or 
and Cas cade N atural G as  Corp oration as  
L es s ee f or the f ollow ing  lands  in T ow ns hip  4 
South, Range 101 West of the 6th P.M.: N/2 
of  Section 35 ;
oo. Lease w ith Serial N o. C- 39 9 7  dated 
J uly 1,  19 6 8 ,  b etw een the U .S.A . as  L es s or 
and Cas cade N atural G as  Corp oration as  
L es s ee f or the f ollow ing  lands  in T ow ns hip  4 
South,  R ang e 101 W es t of  the 6 th P .M .:  A ll 
of  Section 3;  and A ll of  Section 4;
p p . Lease w ith Serial N o. C- 9 15 0 dated 
A ug us t 1,  19 6 9 ,  b etw een the U .S.A . as  
L es s or and M . P eyton B ucy as  L es s ee f or 
the f ollow ing  lands :
i. in T ow ns hip  3 South,  R ang e 100 W es t 
of  the 6 th P .M .:  L ots  1,  2 ,  3,  4,  5 ,  and 6  
in Section 13;  L ots  1,  2 ,  3,  4,  5 ,  and 6  in 
Section 24; Lots 3 and 4, E/2SW/4, and 
SE/4 of Section 31; S/2 of Section 32; and 
S/2 of Section 33;
ii. in T ow ns hip  4 South,  R ang e 100 W es t of  
the 6th P.M.: N/2N/2, SW/4NW/4, W/2SW/4, 
and SE/4 of Section 6; W/2 of Section 7; 
and N/2 of Section 8;
q q . Lease w ith Serial N o. C- 9 15 1 dated 
A ug us t 1,  19 6 9 ,  b etw een the U .S.A . as  
L es s or and M . P eyton B ucy as  L es s ee f or 
the f ollow ing  lands  in T ow ns hip  4 South,  
Range 100 West of the 6th P.M.: S/2 of 
Section 8 ;  A ll of  Section 17 ;  A ll of  Section 
18; and W/2 of Section 20;
rr. Lease w ith Serial N o. C- 9 17 4 dated 
A ug us t 1,  19 6 9 ,  b etw een the U .S.A . as  
L es s or and M . P eyton B ucy as  L es s ee f or 
the f ollow ing  lands :
i. in T ow ns hip  3 South,  R ang e 101 W es t of  
the 6th P.M.: S/2 of Section 36;
ii. in T ow ns hip  4 South,  R ang e 100 W es t of  
the 6th P.M.: E/2 of Section 20; and All of 
Section 2 9 ;
s s . Lease w ith Serial N o. C- 9 436  dated 
N ovemb er 1,  19 6 9 ,  b etw een the U .S.A . as  
L es s or and M . P eyton B ucy as  L es s ee f or 
the f ollow ing  lands  in T ow ns hip  4 South,  
R ang e 100 W es t of  the 6 th P .M .:  A ll of  
Section 2 1;  A ll of  Section 2 8 ;  L ots  1,  2 ,  3,  4 
and N/2S/2 of Section 32; and Lots 1, 2, 3, 
4, and N/2S/2 of Section 33;
tt. Lease w ith Serial N o. C- 12 7 5 5  dated 
J une 1,  19 7 1,  b etw een the U .S.A . as  
L es s or and Cas cade L and L eas ing  Co. as  
L es s ee f or the f ollow ing  lands  in T ow ns hip  
4 South,  R ang e 101 W es t of  the 6 th P .M .:  
W/2SE/4 of Section 5; S/2SW/4, NE/4SW/4, 
and E/2 of Section 7; Lots 1, 2, 3, and 4, 
W/2E/2, and W/2 of Section 8; and Lots 
1 and 2, W/2NE/4, and NW/4 of Section 
17 ;  and
uu. Lease dated J uly 16 ,  19 7 4,  b etw een 
L ow ell E . B rady as  L es s or and R eyb os  
Comp any as  L es s ee f or the f ollow ing  lands  
in T ow ns hip  4 South,  R ang e 101 W es t 
of the 6th P.M.: W/2SE/4 and S/2NE/4 of 
Section 2 3
T he hearing  on the P etition w ill b e held at 
the f ollow ing  time and location:
Date:  J une 8 ,  2 02 2   Time: 8 : 30 a.m.   
D ivis ion:   B
Address: 109  8 th Street,  Suite 104,  
G lenw ood Sp ring s ,  Colorado 8 16 01
N ote:
I f  you ob j ect to the dis trib ution of  
D ecedent’ s  p rop erty p rop os ed in the 
P etition,  you mus t ap p ear and ob j ect to the 
P etition on or b ef ore the hearing  date and 
time specified above.  
A ll ob j ections  to the P etition mus t b e in 
writing and filed with the Court, the filing fee 
mus t b e p aid on or b ef ore the hearing  date 
and time,  and the ob j ection mus t b e s erved 
up on the P etitioner.
T he hearing  s hall b e limited to the P etition,  
the objections timely filed and served, and, 
if no objections are timely filed and served, 
the court may enter a decree w ithout a 
hearing .
D ate:   M arch 2 1,  2 02 2
s/ Daniel W. Jones 
A ttorney f or P etitioner
P ub lis hed:  A p ril 7 ,  14 and 2 1,  2 02 2
R io B lanco H erald T imes

NOTICE OF HEARING TO INTERESTED PERSONS AND OWNERS BY INHERITANCE

mailto:djones@cp2law.com
mailto:djones@cp2law.com
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Advertise your business for $15/wk!

Email ads@ht1885.com or call 
970.878.4017

Your Locally-owned Internet Service Provider
Meeker & Rangely • (970)878-4421

BUSINESS & SERVICE 

Justin Floors Inc
970.618.2380
justintime6955@msn.com

· · ·
www.justinfloorsinc.com

Carpet · Luxury Vinyl
Hardwood · Tile

Quartz & Granite Countertops

QUALITY & EXPERIENCE

NO JOB TOO SMALL

JOSH WEAVER · 970.620.1901

basements · septics · dump truck work 
driveways · rock landscaping 

e x c a v a t i n g

Emerald Blade
Mowing Service

Call Ashes & Tim at
(970) 878-4553.  

Spots fill fast!

Aeration, Mowing, Trimming, Fertilizer 
Free Estimates!

LIQUOR LICENSERANGELY WORK
SESSION

COMMISSIONER AGENDA
HELP WANTED

Compensation and Benefits can be found 
on our website at: https://www.meeker.

k12.co.us/page/employment-opportunities
ADA/EOE. 

Subject to change at any time!
For details and an application, please visit 

our website at meeker.k12.co.us
or Meeker School District Administration at 

555 Garfield St., Meeker, CO

 970-878-9040

Employment Opportunities

MEEKER
SCHOOL
DISTRICT 
RE-1

Meeker Elementary School
· Classroom Teacher
  open until filled

Barone Middle School
· Math & Science Teacher
   open until filled
· Principal Application deadline 
April 4th at 4:00 p.m. MST

Meeker High School
· Science Teacher open until filled

  

PIONEERS MEDICAL
CENTER

With the growth of Pioneers Medical 
Center and Colorado Advanced Othopedics 
Sports Medicine & Spine, we are excited to 
�ll several positions. To see the full list of 

open positions, visit our website or scan the 
code below.

Complete an application online by 
scanning the code or by navigating 

to pioneershospital.org

EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES

P leas e vis it w w w .rb c.us  or R io 
B lanco County H R  at 5 5 5  M ain 

Street,  M eek er,  CO . 9 7 0- 8 7 8 - 9 5 7 0
A D A / E O E

HELP 
WANTED
@ Ol’ Crows Beer 

& Beverage.

Call Joe, 
970-220-2029

GCC Energy – King II 
Underground Coal Mine 
in Hesperus, Colorado is 

recruiting for:
CO Fireboss, Production 

Foreman and MSHA Certified 
Underground Electrician(s)

High quality coal in strong demand, long 
term reserves, excellent working conditions, 
great opportunity for advancement. Our coal 
is used in the manufacturing process for 
cement and not tied to steam coal electricity 
generation making for a more secure 
future. Full Benefits. Highly competitive pay 
($39.50 – 50/hr depending on position.) For 
interview consideration or questions please 
contact and/or email resume.
Matt Watson
970-385-4528 Ext. 6518
Fax: 866-718-7172
Email: mwatson@gcc.com

B O A R D  O F  CO U N T Y  CO M M I SSI O N E R S
O F  R I O  B L A N CO  CO U N T Y ,  CO L O R A D O

R I O  B L A N CO  CO U N T Y  H I ST O R I C 
CO U R T H O U SE

5 5 5  M A I N  ST R E E T ,  P .O . B O X  5 9 9
M E E K E R ,  CO L O R A D O  8 16 41

T his  meeting  w ill b e s treamed live on the 
R B C Y ouT ub e Channel:

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCBicnhlMpB47tzL_NjN0FIg
Tentative Agenda April 12,2022

1. 11:00 a.m. Call to order:
A . P ledg e of  A lleg iance
B . Chang es  to the A p ril 12 ,  2 02 2  A g enda
C. Move to approve the April 12, 2022 
Agenda including any changes
2 . CONSENT AGENDA for April 12, 2022
A. Move to approve the below listed 
items of the Consent Agenda.
B . A ccounts  P ayab le M anag ement R ep orts  
f or M arch 2 02 2 .
C. D H S E B T  R eg is ter and W arrant R eg is ter 
f or M arch 2 02 2 .
D . P ayroll M anag ement R ep orts  f or A p ril 
1,  2 02 2 .
E . M eeting  M inutes  of  F eb ruary 8 ,  2 02 2 .
F . M eeting  M inutes  of  F eb ruary 15 ,  2 02 2 .
G . M eeting  M inutes  of  F eb ruary 2 2 ,  2 02 2 .
H . M eeting  M inutes  of  M arch 8 ,  2 02 2 .
I . M eeting  M inutes  of  M arch 15 ,  2 02 2 .
J . M eeting  M inutes  of  M arch 2 2 ,  2 02 2 .
3. BUSINESS
A. Move to approve/deny an Online Terms 
A ck now ledg ement w ith W atchg uard,  I nc. 
f or the p urchas e of  B ody W orn Cameras  
E q uip ment and Service.
B. Move to approve/deny an Online Terms 
A ck now ledg ement w ith W atchg uard,  I nc.,  
f or the p urchas e of  I n Car V ideo Sys tem 
E q uip ment and Service.
C. Move to approve/deny United States 
D ep artment of  the I nterior,  B ureau of  L and 
M anag ement R ig ht of  W ay G rant,  Serial 
Number COC-80187, for existing fiber 
op tic cab le f rom Y ank ee Sub s tation to the 
E nterp ris e b roadb and s ite on p ub lic lands .
D . M ove to ratif y a s up p ort letter to Senator 
B ennet reg arding  the T ow n of  O ak  Creek ’ s  
R eq ues t f or Cong res s ionally D irected 
Sp ending  f or the Sherif f  R es ervoir and D am 
rehab ilitation.
E . . M ove to ratif y a s up p ort letter to 
Senator H ick enloop er reg arding  the T ow n 

of  O ak  Creek ’ s  R eq ues t f or Cong res s ionally 
D irected Sp ending  f or the Sherif f  R es ervoir 
and D am rehab ilitation.
F . M ove to ap p oint            as  the R io B lanco 
County I nterim P ub lic H ealth D irector.
4. BID AWARDS
A . M ove to aw ard P iceance Creek  W eed &  
P es t D is trict 2 02 2  H erb icide H and Sp raying  
P roj ect to O s b orn I ndus tries ,  in an amount 
not to ex ceed $ 5 3, 000.00
B . M ove to aw ard P iceance Creek  W eed &  
P es t D is trict 2 02 2  H erb icide H and Sp raying  
P roj ect to E b b es on E nvironmental &  F ield 
Services ,  in an amount not to ex ceed 
$ 6 7 , 5 00.00
5. MOU’s, CONTRACTS, AND 
AGREEMENTS
A. Move to approve/deny an Agreement for 
Services  w ith O s b orn I ndus tries  f or the us e 
and benefit of the Piceance Creek Weed 
&  P es t D is trict,  f or the 2 02 2  H erb icide 
H and Sp raying  P roj ect,  in an amount not to 
ex ceed $ 5 3.000.00.
B. Move to approve/deny and Agreement 
f or Services  w ith E b b es on E nvironmental 
& Field Services for the use and benefit of 
P iceance Creek  W eed &  P es t D is trict,  f or 
the 2 02 2  H erb icide H and Sp raying ,  in an 
amount not to ex ceed $ 6 7 , 5 00.00.
C. Move to approve/deny a Contract for 
P rof es s ional Services  w ith the B oard 
of  T rus tees  of  the T ow n of  R ang ely f or 
Building Official services.
D. Move to approve/deny a Solar Lease 
w ith W hite R iver Solar,  W hite R iver E lectric 
A s s ociation f or the leas e of  b lock s  of  s olar 
p ow er.
6. RESOLUTIONS
A. Move to approve/deny Resolution 
N o. 2 02 2 - 15 ,  a res olution of  the B oard 
of  County Commis s ioners  of  R io B lanco 
County,  Colorado,  ap p rop riating  additional 
s ums  of  money to def ray ex p ens es  in 
ex ces s  of  amounts  b udg eted,  in the various  
f unds  and s p ending  ag encies ,  in the 
amounts  and f or the p urp os es  as  s et f orth 
b elow  f or the 2 02 2  b udg et year,  to reduce 
the appropriation to the Clerk & Recorder/
E lections  in the amount of  $ 13, 8 00.00 
reg arding  annual maintenance ex p ens es  
relating  to the D ominion election machines .
B. Move to approve/deny Resolution No. 
2 02 2 - 16 ,  a R es olution of  the B oard of  

PUBLIC NOTICE
A  p ub lic hearing  has  b een s cheduled f or A p ril 19 ,  2 02 2 ,  at 7 : 00 p .m. at the M eek er T ow n 
H all,  345  M ark et St.,  to cons ider an ap p lication f or a T avern L iq uor L icens e at 17 3 1s t 
Street,  M eek er,  Colorado. T he ap p lication w as  ap p lied f or on M arch 14,  2 02 2 ,  b y T railhead 
Cab ins  and L odg ing ,  L L C,  M eek er,  CO  8 16 41. A ll p ap ers ,  records ,  p etitions  and any other 
documents  w hich any p ers on des ires  to p res ent to the T ow n B oard,  w hether in s up p ort or 
opposition, must be filed no later than 5:00 p.m., Wednesday, April 13, 2022, at Town Hall, 
345  M ark et Street,  M eek er,  Colorado.
L is a Cook
T ow n Clerk
P ub lis hed:  A p ril 7 ,  2 02 2
R io B lanco H erald T imes

Notice of Rangely Town Council Work 
Session

R A N G E L Y  B O A R D  O F  T R U ST E E S
M eeting  of  T ues day A p ril 12 ,  2 02 2

* * * * * 6 : 00 p m* * * * *
R ang ely T ow n H all Conf erence R oom

T ow n Council V acancy A p p licant I nterview s
P ub lis hed:  A p ril 7 ,  2 02 2
R io B lanco H erald T imes

E lk  Creek  R anch is  ex cited to b e 
accepting applications for the summer/
f all s eas on of  2 02 2 .
D on’ t mis s  a rare op p ortunity to j oin 
our ex cep tional team in an ex clus ive 
environment. 
Currently w e are s earching  f or cook s ,  
s ervice s taf f  and dis hw as hers .
W e are of f ering  a comp etitive com-
p ens ation p ack ag e including  an hourly 
rate,  s hif t meals  and g ratuity.
P leas e s ub mit your res ume and letter 
of  interes t to J on@ elk creek ranch.net. 

No Clipping 
Required.
The AARP® Auto Insurance 

Program from The Hartford.1

  

ON AUTO INSURANCE

ON AVERAGE, AARP MEMBERS ENJOY

$5072 SAVINGS

Your savings could be 
even more!

when they switch from companies like

GEICO, State Farm and Allstate

Call The Hartford now to request a FREE money-saving quote. 

1-833-498-1989
No coupon necessary.

FREE duffel 
bag when you 
request your 
free quote!3

Not an AARP member? If you’re 50 or over, request a FREE quote and more information today! 

Call The Hartford
1-833-498-1989

AARP and its af� liates are not insurers. Paid endorsement. The Hartford pays royalty fees to AARP for the use of its intellectual property. These fees are used for the general purposes of AARP. AARP membership is 
required for Program eligibility in most states.
The AARP Auto Insurance Program from The Hartford is underwritten by Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its af� liates, One Hartford Plaza, Hartford, CT 06155. It is underwritten in AZ by Hartford Insurance Company 
of the Southeast; in CA by Hartford Underwriters Insurance Company; in WA, by Hartford Casualty Insurance Company; in MN, by Sentinel Insurance Company; and in MA, MI and PA, by Trumbull Insurance Company. 
Auto is currently unavailable in Canada and U.S. Territories or possessions. Speci� c features, credits and discounts may vary and may not be available in all states in accordance with state � lings and applicable law. 
Applicants are individually underwritten and some may not qualify.
1In Texas, the Auto Program is underwritten by Redpoint County Mutual Insurance Company through Hartford of the Southeast General Agency, Inc. Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its af� liates 
are not � nancially responsible for insurance products underwritten and issued by Redpoint County Mutual Insurance Company.
2Average savings amounts based on information reported by customers who switched to The Hartford from other carriers between 1/1/20 and 12/31/20. Your savings may vary. 3Gift is a limited time offer and not 
available in all states. Email address required in most states. Allow 4-7 weeks for delivery. Bottle not included.
*Based on customer experience reviews shared online at www.thehartford.com/aarp as of October 2021.                                                                  006131

County Commis s ioners  of  R io B lanco 
County,  Colorado ap p roving  the renew al 
of  an A mb ulance Service L icens e f or the 
R io B lanco F ire P rotection D is trict -  M eek er 
A mb ulance Service.
C. Move to approve/deny Resolution 
N o. 2 02 2 - 17 ,  a R es olution of  the B oard 
of  County Commis s ioners  of  R io B lanco 
County,  Colorado,  ap p roving  the renew al of  
an A mb ulance Service L icens e f or R ang ely 
D is trict H os p ital A mb ulance Service.
7. OTHER BUSINESS
A . R oad &  B ridg e R ep ort –  Scott M ars h
B . P ub lic Comment
C. County Commis s ioners  U p dates
8. PUBLIC HEARINGS
None
9. M ove to g o into E x ecutive Ses s ion 
p urs uant to § 2 4- 6 - 402 ( 4) ( b )  to conf erence 
w ith the R io B lanco County A ttorney f or 
the p urp os e of  receiving  leg al advice on 
specific legal questions and §24- 6-402(4)
( e)  C.R .S. determining  p os itions  relative to 
matters  that may b e s ub j ect to neg otiations :  
develop ing  s trateg y f or neg otiations :  and 
ins tructing  neg otiators .

Adjourn
T he ag end a is p rov id ed  f or inf orm ational 
p urp oses only;  all tim es are ap p rox im ate.  
A g end a item s w ill norm ally be c onsid ered  
in the ord er they ap p ear on the ag end a.  
H ow ev er, the B oard  m ay alter the A g end a, 
tak e break s d uring  the m eeting , w ork  
throug h the noon hour and  ev en c ontinue 
an item  f or a f uture m eeting  d ate.  T he 
B oard , w hile in session, m ay c onsid er 
other item s that are broug ht bef ore it.  
S c hed uled  item s m ay be c ontinued  if  the 
B oard  is unable to c om p lete the A g end a as 
sc hed uled .
T he nex t reg ular B oard  m eeting  is 
tentativ ely sc hed uled  f or A p ril 1 9 , 2 0 2 2  
in the R io B lanc o County A nnex  B uild ing , 
1 7 4 9 7  H w y 6 4 , R ang ely, CO  .  P lease c hec k  
the County’ s w ebsite f or inf orm ation at 
http://rbc.us/186/Board-of-County-
Commissioners.  I f  you need  sp ec ial 
ac c om m od ations p lease c all 9 7 0 - 8 7 8 -
9 4 3 1  in ad v anc e of  the m eeting  so that 
reasonable ac c om m od ations m ay be m ad e.
P ub lis hed:  A p ril 7 ,  2 02 2
R io B lanco H erald T imes

mailto:ads%40ht1885.com?subject=Contact%20from%20the%20online%20edition
mailto:ads@ht1885.com
http://www.cimarrontelecommunications.com
http://www.skandiawf.com
https://www.meeker.k12.co.us/page/employment-opportunities
http://www.pioneershospital.org
http://www.rbc.us
mailto:mwatson@gcc.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBicnhlMpB47tzL_NjN0FIg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBicnhlMpB47tzL_NjN0FIg
mailto:Jon@elkcreekranch.net
http://rbc.us/186/Board-of-County-Commissioners
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Meeker, Colorado
970-878-4715

Assisting real estate buyers and sellers in the northwest Colorado area.
Call Steve Wix - 3rd generation Meeker Native, serving buyers 

& sellers in the Meeker area since 1980. Cell 970-629-9990. 

Experience And Expertise Make All �e Difference.

s t e v e w i x @b a c k c o u n t r y r e a l t y .c o m
w w w . b a c k c o u n t r y r e a l t y . c o m

Member of Craig Board of Realtors & Aspen, Glenwood Springs, Rifle and Craig MLS. 
Providing International Exposure of Our Listings Since 1997!

*760 & 780 12th St- Two vacant lots. $25,000 each.
*Five 6 to 8 Acre lots in east Rangely. $51,000 to $71,000.
*43 Acre lot in east Rangely. $180,000.
TBD County Road 43-5 vacant irrigated acres. Great views. SOLD!
*6.4 Acre lot E Main St., Rangely. SOLD!
*195 Mesa Drive-5 Acres, large 2 story home, garage. $502,000. SOLD!
189 County Road 43-Large home, garage, shop, 11.5 irrigated acres. SOLD!
*6902 County Road 7- 5 Acres, home, shop. SOLD!

FOR SALE:

6900 CR 7-Unlimited opportunities await with 
this 35 acres rural property, featuring a domestic 
well, Lg. primary home w/ 5BD|2BA and a 
private guest house 1BD/1BA, heated garage, 
and workshop. Reduced $815,000
1161 CR 8-3BD | 2BA | 1952 SF log home on 5 
acres overlooking the river with a natural spring. 
Features include central air, updated electrical 
system, and domestic well.  Reduced $415,000
138 Main St-2BD | 1.5BA | 1712 SF, Home w/ 
fireplace nook, custom o�ice, fenced backyard 
w/ sprinklers & garage. Near all amenities. 
$245,000
1251 White River Rd-Lot 6, Ridge Estates, 3.22 
± acres with domestic community water and 
use of the HOA irrigation system. $135,000
White River Condo, Unit 15-2BD | 1BA | 879 
SF, two-story floorplan with a 50 SF storage unit 
included, Private Park. $89,000.
NEW! White River Condo, Unit 19-1BD|1BA
435 SF, single-level unit on the 2nd floor w/ a 
private balcony. $69,000.
1417 Silver Sage Rd-Elevated double lots in 
Sage Hills, great views w/ Lg. building envelope. 
Reduced $50,000
NEW! TBD CR 102, Rangely-8 Lots selling as 
one RES property, together they make up 0.64 
acres. Great investment opportunity. $18,000
White River Condo, Unit 17....UNDER CONTRACT
1301 White River Rd...................UNDER CONTRACT
1307 Sage Ridge Rd...................UNDER CONTRACT
688 7th St............................................UNDER CONTRACT
1131 Michael Cir............................UNDER CONTRACT
White River Condo, Unit 3......................................SOLD

6900 C.R. 7

1251 White River Rd.

  Alpine West   

 Properties

1251 White River Rd.

 Properties

LLC

Mallari Arnold Associate Broker
mallari.alpinewest@gmail.com • 970.420.0585

Lori Plumb Associate Broker
lori.alpinewest@gmail.com • 970.620.2233

Your Trusted Source for 
Anything & Everything 

Real Estate!
. FOR SALE IN MEEKER .

Alex Plumb Owner/Broker
sold@alexplumb.realtor • 970.420.8076

TBD C.R. 102, Rangely

  

W.R. Condo, Unit 19

138 Main St.

1161 C.R. 8
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!

N
EW

!

NEW 15807 Road 8: Panoramic views, southern exposure, 5 acres, 3BD/2.5BA energy efficient home . . . . . . . . . . . . $834,000
58.37± Acres at Highway 13 & Road 15: Gateway to Meeker, raw land ready for development.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $700,440
58.25 Acres east of Pioneers Medical Center: Surveyed, partially fenced, corrals, Highway 13 access. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$699,000
12.69 Acres 15 minutes east of Meeker: Borders Lake Avery State Land, water rights, southern exposure . . . . . . . . . $480,000
PENDING 8617 Road 8: 10 miles from Meeker, 4BD/2BA log home, well water, 2.88 acres, valley views . . . . . . . . . . $450,000
PENDING 350 Garfield Street: 3BD/2.75BA ranch style home, detached garage, large lot, abundant parking . . . . . . . $450,000
PENDING 2257 Road 6: 22+ acres w/ irrigation, loafing sheds, energy efficient 2BD/2BA log cabin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $434,900
NEW 475 Cedar Street: 6BD/2BA, ranch level w/ full basement, overlooking town of Meeker. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $400,000
PENDING 830 10th Street: Two story, 4BD/2.5BA, central air, attached garage, adjoining lot included . . . . . . . . . . . . $349,000
NEW 752 10th Street: Immaculate 4BD/2BA two level home, party-ready deck, fenced yard. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $315,000
NEW 8 East Main Street: 2,664 square feet, zoned rural residential, opportunity to convert to a home . . . . . . . . . . . . $298,000
PENDING 980 Cleveland St.: Corner lot, multi-family layout, 2BD/1BA upper level, 1BD/1BA lower level . . . . . . . . . $280,000
NEW 1085 Laurie Circle: 5BD/2.5BA two levels, garage, privacy fence, next to park  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $266,000
8.45 acres at the top of 6th Street: Development potential, water tap paid, borders trail system, views . . . . . . . . . . . . $249,000
NEW 1087 Laurie Circle: 3BD/1.5BA ranch style home, garage, privacy fence, next to park . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $247,000
NEW 1110 Hill Street: 4BD/2BA bi-level home, fenced backyard. Primary home or income potential . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $219,000
1/5 Interest in the Sheridan Gravel Pit: Income producing, established lease, close to Pioneers Medical Center . . . . . $200,000
NEW 1276 Hill Street: 3BD/2BA home, detached workshop, borders Ute Park and China Wall trailhead . . . . . . . . . . . $199,000
109 Market Street: Highway commercial corner lot, bustling location, surrounded by thriving businesses  . . . . . . . . . . $167,000
13.45 Acres south of Pioneers Medical Center: Annexed into the town, surveyed and ready for development.  . . . . . . $80,700
1200 Flag Creek Drive: Ridge Estates Lot 26, 3.28 acres, great western views, utilities to lot line  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $80,000
1200 White River Road: Ridge Estates Lot 17, 2.28 acres, utilities to lot line, one mile from Meeker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $70,000
NEW 871 9th Street: 11,280 square foot vacant lot, elevated southern views . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $67,000NEW 871 9th Street:

FREE Coffee & Conversation - 1st Friday of each month @ Streamline Realty Office, 8 a.m.

Streamline-Realty.com
970.878.7700

600 Main Street
Meeker, CO

�������������
����

R ang ely D up lex  f or R ent 1 or 2  b edroom 
dup lex  - N ew ly remodeled &  lands cap ed. 
P leas e contact R odney 9 7 0- 46 2 - 6 5 38  
or Sandy 9 7 0- 46 2 - 6 45 9 .

For Rent-Bunk House
$25.00 a night

Refrigerator, microwaves, hot 
shower on demand, bedding 

provided
For more information contact Chris 

at 970-620-2407

8 5 0+ s q f t ap artment ( recently 
remodeled). $700/month + matching 
dep os it. H eat,  cab le T V ,  w ater,  
s ew er &  tras h included. Coin 
laundry in building. NS/NP. Email 
inf o@ meek erap artments .com f or 
application, or call/text (970) 756-
48 9 5 !

Commercial office space available in 
H ug us  B uilding ,  dow ntow n M eek er. 
8 7 8 - 4138 .

ST O R A G E  D E P O T  10x 2 5  unit. 8 7 8 -
48 08 .

A V A I L A B L E  N O W :  B eautif ul retail 
s p ace dow ntow n at 6 th and M ain 
in the his toric H ug us  B uilding . Call 
9 7 0- 8 7 8 - 4138  f or details .

Main Street Building 
O f f ice and w arehous e s p aces  
availab le. U tilities  included w ith 
monthly rent. P leas e call 9 7 0- 6 8 3-
18 7 5 . 

F O R  R E N T  -  H alandras  B uilding . 
I nterior commercial of f ice s p ace. 
@ 42 5  s q  f eet. T w o rooms . O f f  s treet 
p ark ing  E lectricity included. Call 9 7 0-
6 2 9 - 9 7 14

A SK  A B O U T  O U R  CN C M A CH I N I N G  
Can’ t g et a metal p art?  W e can mak e 
all k inds  of  p arts . W e have CN C 
M achine eq uip ment,  lathe and tooling  
to do the j ob . Contact P hil at F amily 
A utomotive and M achine. 
( 9 7 0) 8 7 8 - 5 6 06 . 

E g g s  f or s ale.
L ocally here in M eek er.

$ 3.00 an 18  p ack . 
Call 9 7 0- 32 6 - 332 3.

MISCELLANEOUS

FOR SALE

RENTALS: RANGELY

STORAGE

RENTALS: MEEKER

W es tern Slop e I n- H ome Care 
w w w .w es terns lop ehomecare.com

9 7 0- 8 7 8 - 7 008

ELDER CARE SERVICES
SAFEHOUSE

I f  you are b eing  ab us ed p hys ically or 
mentally,  you can call SA F E H O U SE  

f or conf idential s helter and help .
878-3999

 A ttention R io B lanco County V eterans :  
V eterans  may b e elig ib le f or mileag e 
reimb urs ement f or travel cos ts  to receive 
V A  medical care. I f  you do not currently 
receive V A  travel comp ens ation p leas e 
contact the R io B lanco County V eterans  
Service of f ices . R ang ely:  J ohn ‘ H oot’  
G ib s on,  9 7 0- 8 7 8 - 9 6 9 5 . M eek er:  J oe 
B ob  D ung an,  9 7 0- 8 7 8 - 9 6 9 0. T ravel 
comp ens ation is  made p os s ib le throug h 
the V eterans  T rus t F und G rant and 
V F W  P os t 5 8 43.

    
R ang ely V ictim Services :  A n op en 
door f or the p rotection and care 
of  ab us ed and b attered p ers ons . 
N on- emerg ency call 6 2 9 - 9 6 9 1. 
E merg encies  call 9 11. P roviding  
as s is tance f or victims  of  violent 
crimes .

ANNOUNCEMENTS ANNOUNCEMENTS

 79 Acres, C.R. 7 —  V acant land. $141,000 SALE PENDING!

Celebrating 20 Years ~ Same office, Same Location!

780 11th St.
M ove- in ready &  s p otles s !  3B D ,  2  f ull B A  

home. L ow er f amily room w ith p ellet s tove,  
metal roof  and overs iz ed f enced b ack  yard.

$285,000

brooksrealtymeeker.com
(970)878-5858 or (970)756-8772 cell

RAN CH E S
1001 County Rd. 36, Meeker -  145 ±  total 
acres ,  ranch w ith 4 B D / 3B A  home,  metal 
ins ulated s hop ,  ins ulated b arn and p ip e 
corrals . M os tly irrig ated w ith w ater and 
s p ring  rig hts  and creek . O nly 3 miles  f rom 
tow n. $1,100,000.

CO M M E RCIAL
NEW! Maybell Meat Processing, 
60240 Hwy. 40, Maybell –  F ull w ild 
g ame p roces s ing  in one of  Colorado’ s  
p rime hunting  areas .  F ully eq uip p ed 

b uilding  on 6  lots ,  als o has  tw o R V  
hook up s  and a p rivate w ell. $280,000.
Call for more details!

V ACAN T L AN D
135± acres –  V acant land w ith creek ,  
p ond,  w ater rig hts  and hay meadow s . 
$899,000.
NEW! Vacant Lot on Juniper Rd., 
Sage Hills. N ice 11, 42 0 Sq .F t. lot w ith 
g reat view s . E as y lot to b uild on. Sew er 
tap  p aid f or and availab le. $54,500.

All advertising is subject to errors, 
omissions or changes without notice.

Western Exposures
Realty, llc

2777 CR 7, Meeker, CO 
westernexposures.com ◆ 970.878.5877

ONEA MILLER ~ Broker 
oneamiller@gmail.com ◆ 970.321.2777

SAMANTHA LOPEZ ~ Realtor
samlopez.we@hotmail.com ◆ 970.440.0411

  

AUCTION

A U CT I O N :  A nnual Sp ring  
Cons ig nment A uction Saturday,  A p ril 
9 th at 9  a.m. 2 36 8  S. 15 00 E . ( H w y. 
40)  in V ernal U tah. E q uip ment of  all 
k inds ,  many vehicles ,  s emi' s ,  trailers ,  
camp ers ,  b oats ,  A T V ' s ,  s now mob iles ,  
p ip e,  g enerators ,  air comp res s ors ,  
tools ,  s now  b low er,  g uns ,  ammo,  
s addles ,  tack ,  yard and g arden items ,  
law n mow ers ,  hous ehold f urniture,  
antiq ues  and collectib les ,  and much 
more!  F or more inf ormation or to 
cons ig n to this  auction,  p leas e call 
Z J  A uction Service I nc. at 435 - 8 2 8 -
7 42 4.

For advertising rates, email ads@ht1885.com
or call 970-878-4017

Colorado Statewide 

Network
To place a 25-word COSCAN Network ad in 91 Colorado 

newspapers for only $300, contact your local newspaper or  a l 
Colorado Press Association Network at l l
        V

        T  for . mo for  
months ith H  ackage.  atch 
your fa orite li e sports  ne s & 
entertainment any here.  irst  months 
of H  a  inema  Sho time  Star  
and pi  ncluded  irect  is  in 

ustomer Satisfaction J  o er & 
Assoc.  Some estrictions apply. 

Call a l 1-888-7 5- 897

 

reat e  ffer from AT&T 
ireless  Ask ho  to get the ne  

i hone  mini for as lo  as  
ith trade in. 

hile supplies last  

Call: 1-877-384-5339

               V      

reen oads ain elief ream.  reat 
for ackaches  arthritis  muscle aches & 
more.  et pain relief e actly here you 
need it most.  Use code A  to get three 

 ifts  
Visit: http://greencbdtoday.com/colorado           

Use Happy Jack® mange to treat horse 
mane dandruff & lice. 
              At Tractor Supply® 
              . leabeacon.com

970-640-3659
brook.seeley@northpointe.com
www.brookseeley.com

Brook Seeley
Loan Officer NMLS# 514883

Member
FDIC

www.bankmvb.comwww.bankmvb.com

Katelin Cook NMLS #1882913    
(970)878-0103 | kcook@bankmvb.com

WE MAKE IT HAPPEN
YOU MAKE IT HOME
We know your happiness begins in the place 
you call home. Let us help you get there 
faster and easier.

SCAN
HERE

CBD PAIN
RELIEF CREAM

GREAT FOR:
BACKACHES

ARTHRITIS
MUSCLE ACHES

The relief you need exactly where you need it most.

USE CODE: PAIN & get 3 FREE Gifts

greencbdtoday.com/colorado
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TM

1-866-943-9321
promo code N7017

* Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus $299 in taxes & fees. Single supplement and seasonal surcharges may apply. Add-on airfare 
available. Onboard Credit requires purchase of Ocean View or Balcony Cabin. Oers apply to new bookings only, made by 3/31/22. Other terms & 
conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

FROM
$1,949*

$1,699*

Seattle • Vancouver • Ketchikan • Juneau • Skagway •
Glacier Bay • Anchorage • Denali • and more — Visit Denali 
National Park and Glacier Bay National Park on the same 
incredible trip! Cruise through the Gulf of Alaska and the 
Inside Passage as you discover the best of the Frontier State 
by land and by sea.

12 days, departs May - September 2022
GRAND ALASKAN CRUISE & TOUR

FREE ONBOARD CREDIT

Prepare for power 
outages today 
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(866) 977-2602

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty* 
A $695 Value!

Please 
recycle this 

paper!

http://www.backcountryrealty.com
http://www.alexplumb.realtor
http://www.streamline-realty.com
mailto:info@meekerapartments.com
http://www.westernslopehomecare.com
http://www.brooksrealtymeeker.com
http://www.westernexposures.com
mailto:ads%40ht1885.com?subject=
http://www.brookseeley.com
http://www.bankmvb.com
http://www.greencbdtoday.com/colorado
http://www.workatusic.com



