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Primary ballots
CEMETERY DAMAGE ...
mailed this week
By NIKI TURNER
editor@ht1885.com

RBC I Primary ballots were
mailed to all registered voters this
week. If you did not receive your
ballot, please contact the Rangely
or Meeker County Clerk’s office.
The primary election will take
place Tuesday, June 30. Once
again, unaffiliated voters will
have the option to choose from
one of the ballots to cast their
votes. Voting on more than one
ballot will disqualify your vote, so
take care which ballot you choose
and only return one ballot.
The Republican ballot is the
only one with a contested local
race between Ty Gates and Mona
Avey for Rio Blanco County
Commissioner. The outcome of
that race will likely decide who
replaces outgoing commissioner
Si Woodruff, as there are no challengers from other parties for the
November general election. See
Page3B for our one-on-one interviews with Avey and Gates.
On the Republican ballot,
there are also contested seats for
U.S. Congress District 3 between
incumbent Rep. Scott Tipton and
Lauren Boebert; and incumbent
Colorado State Sen. Bob Rankin
is challenged by Debra Irvine.

Uncontested primary races
include U.S. Sen. Cory Gardner,
State Board of Education member
Joyce Rankin, 9th Judicial District
Attorney Jefferson Cheney, and
Rio Blanco County Commissioner
District 2 Jeff Rector.
Contested seats on the
Democratic ballot include Andrew
Romanoff vs. John Hickenlooper
for U.S. Senate; James Iacino
vs. Diane Mitsch Bush for U.S.
Congress District 3, and Karl
Hanlon vs. Arn Menconi for State
Senator District 8.
There is also a Libertarian
Party ballot this election, with
Gaylon Kent running against
Raymon Doane for U.S. Senator.
In the Presidential Primary
election, RBC Clerk and Recorder
Boots Campbell said a number of
voters returned ballots for both
parties and those votes had to be
disqualified.
Mail ballots must be returned,
not postmarked, by June 30.
Ballots can be returned by mail,
or dropped off in Meeker’s ballot
box outside the courthouse or outside Rangely Town Hall.
For dates, hours and locations
for in-person voting, visit https://
rbc.us/177/Elections or call 970878-9460 in Meeker or 970-8789465 in Rangely.

CORONA Q& A
By HT STAFF
editor@ht1885.com
RBC I The HT hosted a third
livestream with RBC Public Health
Director Alice Harvey Friday, June
5. Here is a discussion synopsis.
You can find the full video on our
Facebook page and YouTube channel, or scan the Zapcode to access it
from the print edition.

TESTING
So far, about 170 people county-wide have tested negative, with a
single positive case in April. That’s
about 2.7% of the population.
“We currently do have the
u See Q&A Page 7A

Taking care of yourself is more important than ever.

Vital Awareness is now offering:

OUTDOOR FITNESS TRAINING!

PLUS virtual workouts and nutrition coaching!
Eat Right. Train Right. Stress Less. Feel Better.
Vital Awareness | Margaret Granzella, LMT, NASM CPT
Call (970)942-9709 for more information or to schedule a consult.

Fireworks, Surf & Turf on for July 4 in Rangely
By ROXIE FROMANG
Special to the Herald Times
RANGELY I The Fourth of
July fireworks and the annual Surf
and Turf dinner will be held this
year, Rangely Mayor Andy Shaffer
told the town’s board of trustees
Tuesday at the regular board of
trustee’s meeting.
Emergency
Dispatcher
LaDonna Carlson read a portion
of her heartfelt nomination letter for dispatch supervisor Mercy
McAlister. McAlister won the
peer-nominated Colorado Dispatch
Supervisor of the Year award
from the Association of PublicSafety Communications Officials
International (APCO) and National
Emergency Number Association
(NENA). Chief Hamblin and Town
Manager Lisa Piering presented
McAlister with the award at the
meeting.
During the supervisor reports,
Chief Hamblin introduced new officer Jordan Hughes. Officer Hughes,
originally from Georgia, said he
was excited to get to work in the
community. Despite the pandemic, Officer Hughes was in the top
two of his class, passed his POST
examination, and has started his
field training. Officer Connor was
injured in a roll-over accident while
off duty and after approximately a
month, will be able to return to the
department. Chief Hamblin touched
upon SB20-217 “Enhance Law

MEEKER
COWBOYS
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Enforcement Integrity” bill which
was introduced June 1 and already
passed in the Colorado Senate.
The Rangely Police Department
unveiled its first redesigned patrol
vehicles. The black SUV sports an
oil pumpjack on the side. Hamblin
said that they wanted to showcase
the oil and gas history of Rangely
with the new design. A conditional
job offer for a part-time dispatch
position was offered to Kimber
Kinney and she has accepted it.
Mayor Shaffer thanked all the town
law enforcement officers and dispatchers for their work in keeping
our community safe and protected.
Town Manager Piering reports
town employees have been busy
cleaning up after the weekend’s
storms. They have had seven new
utility services started; many of
those new residents reported relocating to the community for a slower pace of living. W.C. Striegel won
the bid for the town’s waterline
project along Hwy. 139. Everyone
involved is anxious to get to work
on the project.
The Chamber’s Business over
Breakfast event this month will be
held at the hospital on June 11 at
7 a.m.
The Dollar General location
construction has slowed a bit and
Piering is unsure of the anticipated
completion date.
Piering spoke about the coronavirus relief fund that Rio Blanco
County was awarded and said

INSIDE!

2ND COUNTY VARIANCE
Rio Blanco County recently
received a second variance request
allowing for local summer events with precautions in place.
“In a nutshell, we
are different than other
counties. Overall, the
idea behind the second
request was hoping to
be able to host local
events here … in a
modified fashion due to our small
community,” Harvey stated.
Summer is not going to be normal, “but we definitely feel like we
can do this safely if we’re smart.”
You can find details and recommendations related to both public
(i.e. rodeos) and private (i.e. weddings, funerals and parties) summer events at https://rbc.us/592/
Coronavirus-Update.
On the business side, “in terms
of businesses, everything is changing so quickly on the state level,
so it’s hard to keep track,” Harvey
said. “Overall, it’s good news.”
Most sectors are already or will be
able to partially open with precautions in place.

‘NORMAL’
Things are still not ‘normal’,
but are precautions still needed,
and are the recommendations the
same?
According to Harvey, mostly
yes. “We’re definitely not out of the
woods. It’s not going away anytime
soon. We’ve done a really good job
at practicing these recommendations, but this summer will bring
new challenges that we didn’t have
this winter.”
“It wouldn’t be wise to think
we’re immune or that it’s over,”
Harvey stated.
Being careful and
taking
precautions
will help reduce risk.
Increased summer travel and activities, and the
inevitable interaction
that goes along with
them, will likely set off
a second wave this fall.
All current models show a spike
at the end of the summer, but the
trigger point will again be available
ICU beds and/or ventilators. Those
numbers will determine what level
of stay at home or safer at home
measures are needed.
In Rio Blanco County, the number to watch for would be seven
new cases within one week.

CAITLIN WALKER PHOTO

Strong storms that moved through last weekend uprooted trees and toppled headstones at Highland
Cemetery. Crews were out Monday to clear away debris and repair the damage. Scan the Zapcode with the
Zappar app for video of the scene last Saturday.

ROXIE FROMANG PHOTO

The Rangely Police Department unveiled the design of its new
patrol vehicle. The SUV sports an oil pumpjack on the side to
showcase Rangely’s oil and gas history.

Rangely would be allotted some
of that funding but would need
to submit for reimbursements. The
town applied for and was awarded
a $10,000 Colorado Relief Fund
grant. They intend on using those
funds for utility relief.
Mayor Shaffer reported that
Dylan and Mandi Smuts, owners
of Big D’s Oilfield Services, gave
local restaurants some financial
assistance and Shaffer said that they
probably would not want recognized for it but said “it’s a pretty
neat gesture.”
Robie moved to approve the

w County Beat 3A
w Opinion 4A-6A
w Rangely Chamber 7A
w Candidate Q&A 3B

MHS Graduation
Keepsake Edition

IGA between Rio Blanco County
and Town of Rangely for the
Airport Waterline Improvements,
Geer seconded the motion and it
passed unanimously. Geer moved
to approve a purchase order agreement with the State of Colorado for
the Town of Rangely to become
the fiscal agent for the Dinosaur
Colorado Welcome Center. Ellis
seconded the motion and the motion
passed unanimously.
The Rangely Town Board of
Trustees meeting wrapped up at
7:34 p.m. The next meeting is
scheduled for Tuesday, June 23.

Saturday: 70s/50s
Rainy

Sunday: 70s/40s
Cloudy

WIN BEEF FOR FATHER’S DAY!
Rio Blanco Cattlewomen and Watts Ranch Market
are partnering for a Father’s Day beef drawing! Two winners will
each receive a $50 gift certificate to purchase beef at Watts.

Enter to win at Watts Ranch Market!
No purchase necessary to win. Enter by 6/20/2020. Winner will be announced 6/21/2020.
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RDH suffers
ransomware
attack

WIND & FIRE ...

Special to the Herald Times

COURTESY PHOTOS

High winds Friday caused a tree to fall on the power line supplying Albert and Mary Kay Krueger’s house.
The line broke and caused a fire. WREA and Meeker Fire responded, established a safe scene, put out the
fire and restored electric service a few hours later. Saturday winds toppled several power poles on County
Rd. 4. White River Electric Association crews replaced the broken poles and restored service within a few
hours. Scan the Zapcode for more photos, courtesy of Dr. Albert Krueger.

June is PTSD awareness month
PRESS RELEASE
RBC I June is National PTSD Awareness
month and in celebration Western Colorado
Health Care System would like to get the word
out about basic symptoms, signs and when to
seek care, treatment, and PTSD treatments
during COVID.
PTSD counseling and support is becoming
one of the largest needs among veterans.
“We know that these are very stressful
times for various reasons. We want our veterans to know that we are here for you, accessible during COVID, and if you are strug-

gling treatments are available now,” said Dr.
Kara Harmon, PTSD Clinical Team Program
Manager.
Basic symptoms include reliving the event,
avoiding situations that are reminders of the
event, negative changes in beliefs or feelings,
and feeling keyed up and on edge.
VAs around the country are utilizing
treatments that show positive progress. Such
as Prolonged Exposure (PE) and Cognitive
Processing Therapy (CPT)
If you or a loved one would like to know
more information, please reach out to Western
Colorado Health Care System.

FAST FACTS
WHO: VA Western Colorado
Health Care System Mental
Health Dept.
WHAT: PTSD Awareness Month
CALL: 970-263-2824
VISIT: www.ptsd.va.gov

Veteran Crisis Line
1-800-273-TALK

RANGELY I Rangely
District Hospital (RDH) will
send notices this week to patients
whose records may have been
involved in a ransomware attack
in April 2020.
According to a press release
issued June 8, parts of the
hospital’s computer network
were attacked by ransomware,
including some files containing
patients’ health information and
other files necessary to view
certain patient information.
Ransomware is a type of
computer virus that encrypts
files and demands that a ransom
payment be made in order to
unlock (decrypt) the files. RDH
did not pay any ransom, and
has since recovered many of the
files from backups and other
sources.
“There is no indication that
any files with personal health
information were exported or
viewed by any unauthorized person as a result of the incident,”
the press release states, but
breach notification letters are
being sent to involved patients
for whom RDH has current
mailing addresses.
Software used by the hospital
to access some database records
entered between August 2012
and August 2017 was infected
by ransomware, causing loss of
access. Home health services
records entered between June
2019 and April 9, 2020. Records
affected may include names,
dates of birth, social security
numbers, addresses, telephone
numbers, driver’s license copies, dates of service or hospital admissions, diagnoses and
conditions, treatment or procedure notes and orders, imaging studies, medications, and
health insurance and claims and
billing information. No credit
card/debit card or bank account
information was involved, and
none of the files was viewed
or exported from the hospital’s
systems.
“The investigation [by the
hospital and a national cybersecurity firm] determined that

CONGRATULATIONS

TANNER!!

We are SO PROUD oF YOU!!

LOVE,
Grandma, Grandpa
Dad & Beth and the
entire Ridgeway family

FAST FACTS
Ransomware is a type
of computer virus that
encrypts
files
and
demands that a ransom
payment be made in
order to unlock (decrypt)
the files. RDH did not
pay any ransom, and has
since recovered many of
the files from backups
and other sources.
RDH will send notices
this week to patients
whose records may have
been involved in the
attack.
the ransomware was launched to
lock RDH out of its files in an
effort to extort money; it did not
result in viewing or exporting
of files containing any patients’
health information. The ransomware was an automated file-encryption process. RDH has not
determined who is behind the
ransomware but has reported
this cybercrime to local and federal law enforcement officials,”
the press release states.
RDH has since made changes to protect its network, is
researching additional data
backup options, and taken additional steps to protect its data in
the future.
Although there was no indication that personal information
was viewed or exported, RDH
recommends that individuals
review their financial statements
and credit reports. Individuals
can obtain information about
placing fraud alerts and security freezes from the Federal
Trade Commission and the three
national credit reporting agencies at the toll-free numbers,
websites, or mailing addresses
as follows:

w Federal Trade Commission
1-877-382-4357
600 Pennsylvania Ave.
NW Washington, DC 20580
www.ftc.gov
w Equifax Fraud Reporting
1-866-349-5191
P.O. Box 105069
Atlanta, GA 30348-5069
www.equifax.com
w Experian Fraud Reporting
1-888-397-3742
P.O. Box 9554
Allen, TX 75013
www.experian.com
w TransUnion Fraud Reporting
1-800-680-7289
P.O. Box 2000
Chester, PA 19022-2000
www.transunion.com
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NEWS BRIEFS BIRTHS ...
MEEKER | The theme of the 2020 parade is “FREEDOM”.
The annual parade is hosted by the Meeker Chamber of
Commerce and is held downtown Meeker on Main Street
starting at 10 a.m.
Anyone can enter the parade — whether you are an
individual, an organization, a business, or a vehicle with a
message! Just fill out the form and send it to the Chamber of
Commerce by June 30. It’s free!
We will notify the public and parade entrants of any safety
or distancing requirements.
As an option to the parade entries, the parade route might
take a longer course throughout town. Please consider this if
your entry has walkers or animals.

COUNTY BEAT
RBC I With economic fallout from the pandemic and loss
of revenue from fossil fuels
on the horizon for 2021, the
county’s finance department has
begun trying to plan ahead for
the next budget planning cycle
which begins in a few months.
Property tax revenue, the
bulk of which comes from energy
industry, is expected to decline
over the next several years,
along with other energy-related revenue streams. According
to Budget and Finance Director
Janae Stanworth, Federal
Mineral Lease (FML) funds,
Severance Taxes and Payments
in Lieu of Taxes (PILT) — all
energy industry dollars — are
not included in the budget plan.
“We never budget for FML,
severance or PILT in our budget.
We will budget those at zero
and not expect them next year,”
Stanworth told the commissioners Tuesday in a work session.
Those funds are transferred from
the federal and state government to counties. “With everything else that’s coming down
I can see them taking all of that
money.”
The county will begin budget

discussions with county department heads later this summer.
Two of the county’s broadband towers were affected
during the severe storms last
weekend. RBC Communications
Director Cody Crooks said the
Marvine tower was back up as of
Tuesday and the Rangely tower
was expected to have service
restored by Wednesday.
Crooks also said complaints
about slow speeds from in-town
wireless broadband users is
caused by “too many different
frequency signals over town
interfering with routers.”
Crooks recommended no new
wireless installs in town until
some of the existing wireless
customers connect to the fiber
network, and that new wireless
connections would be temporary.
After approving all items on
the agenda during the regular
meeting, the board heard updates
from all the departments, followed by a meeting with both
towns to discuss the allocation
of CARES Act funds. The county and towns will establish a collaboration agreement that will
allow the county to act as the
fiscal agent. The federal funds
must be used to reimburse town
and county expenses incurred
due to the pandemic.

3A

The family of Skyler Hume, formerly of
Rangely, Colorado, is excited to share
this birth announcement. Skyler Hume
and Kyley Herrell are the proud parents
of twin sons, Tannen James and Tyson
Thomas Hume. The twins were born at
Mount Hood Legacy Hospital in Troutdale,
Oregon, on Friday, May 8, 2020.
Tannen was born at 6:58 p.m., weighing 6
lbs. 10 oz. and 19.5 inches long. Quickly
after his brother Tyson was born at 7 p.m.,
weighing 7 lbs. 14 oz. and 20.5 inches
long.
Grandparents are John Hume, Jr. and Willi
Goemmel of Grand Junction, Colorado,
and Sheri (Drake) Camp and Eric Camp of
Troutdale, Oregon.
Great-grandparents are John and Beckey
Hume and Terry and Kathy Drake of
Rangely, and Joe and Sonia Camp of
Troutdale, Oregon.
Great-great-grandparents are Loyann
Hayes of Fruita, Colorado, and Sally
Ridings of Rangely.
The boys are blessed with lots of aunts,
uncles and cousins as well!
Skyler and Kyley have made their home in
Estacada, Oregon.

Enter the July 4th Parade!

By NIKI TURNER
Special to the Herald Times
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NEW
STORE
HOURS
1 PERSON, 1 CART
MONDAY 7am - 8pm
P.A.R.T.
of
◆Be
TUESDAY
10am - 8pm
◆ WEDNESDAY
the Solution
◆

SENIOR SHOPPING (59+)
7am - 9am
ALL CUSTOMERS
9am - 8pm

◆ THURSDAY 7am - 8pm
◆ FRIDAY 10am - 8pm

P - Plan (Shop for days, not meals.)

◆ SATURDAY
A - Alone (Shop alone, but ask others
SENIOR
(59+)
if you
can shop SHOPPING
for them.)
7am - 9am
R -ALL
Restrict
(Wave hello and socialize
CUSTOMERS
remotely.)
9am - 8pm

T - Time (Avoid peak hours from 10 to

◆
noon
and around dinner
time.)
8am
- 6- pm
SUNDAY
10am
4pm

SENIOR SERVICES
To help combat the spread of COVID-19 and
serve the community of Meeker, Watt's Ranch
Market is pleased to offer special services for
our senior (59+) population.

SHOPPING HOURS
FOR SENIORS 59+
Wednesdays & Saturdays, 7-9 a.m.

GROCERY DELIVERY
FOR SENIORS 59+
Delivery Weds. & Sat. ONLY

HOW TO ORDER:
• CALL (970)326-3438 between 7 and10 a.m.
on Weds. and/or Sat. to place your order.
• Items will be delivered between 12 and 3
p.m. the same day the order is placed.
• Minimum purchase: $25
• Pay with a credit card or check
• For residents within city limits only
• No SNAP (food stamp) or WIC benefits on
deliveries

DATES: April 1 - April 29, 2020

INFORMED CITIZENS ARE
THE BEST CITIZENS.
ht1885.com/subscribe

WATT’S RANCH MARKET
970.878.5868 n 271 E. MARKET
970.878.5868 n 271 E. MARKET

n
n

MEEKER, COLORADO
MEEKER, COLORADO

- Your Hometown Grocer Since 1955 -

7 a.m. to 8 p.m. Mon., Weds., Thurs., Sat. n SPECIAL HOURS: 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Tues. & Thurs. n 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday

- Your Hometown Grocer Since 1955 -
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EDITOR’S COLUMN

“Zoombies” and
the fly on the wall

L

By NIKI TURNER
editor@ht1885.com

earning to navigate this new
realm of virtual meetings
has been interesting. You’ve
probably heard the horror stories
about people in Zoom work
meetings who’ve been exposed
(literally) not wearing
pants, or the middleaged female politician
who changed her shirt
while the camera was
on, not realizing she
was flashing her fellow
elected officials. And
you’ve probably been
in a meeting where
someone starts talking
and goes on for a
spell not realizing they’re muted
(guilty).
Virtual meetings have put
a new spin on covering public
meetings, too. If you’re not

physically present in the room,
folks tend to forget the public
is listening, and things are said
that probably shouldn’t be said
out loud in a public meeting by
anyone, much less by people
whose paychecks come from tax
dollars.
Most of the time, I’m enjoying
being the “fly on the
wall.” It’s been, shall
we say, an enlightening
experience.
And while I’m not
a huge fan of attending
multiple virtual meetings
in one day, which
makes one feel like a
“Zoombie,” I have
appreciated being able
to keep up with public
meetings from the safety of my
living room or my office. Who
really wants to be trapped in an
enclosed space with a bunch of
people right now anyway?

Ron & Phyllis Taussig
June 9, 2020

Happy 50 th Anniversary!
We LOVE You!

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Support for Gates campaign
Dear Editor:
I am writing to express my support for Ty
Gates for Rio Blanco County Commissioner.
I have known Ty for nearly 30 years. He
grew up in Meeker and worked in the family
businesses of ranching and guiding and
outfitting. He continues to be involved in
agriculture and is active with 4-H. He is an
avid outdoorsman. He knows and understands
our culture as well as anyone and will fight to
preserve our culture for our kids and future
generations.
In addition to excelling at his current
job as the Rio Blanco County Emergency
Manager, Ty has extensive background in
finance. believe this experience positions
him to reliably keep the Rio Blanco County
financial house in order.
I have discussed with him the many issues
facing Rio Blanco County, including the
loss of jobs resulting from the shutdown of
Colowyo, the potential forced reintroduction
of wolves and the threats to our water
supplies from downstream users. We have
also discussed ways to diversify our economy
to ensure Rio Blanco County citizens have
access to good paying jobs. Each time, I
have been impressed with his knowledge and
common-sense approach to solving problems.
In all the time I have known him, Ty has
always demonstrated strong character and
integrity, traits necessary for commissioners
who will be determining county policy and
spending county funds. We can count on Ty
to do the right thing.
Finally, I believe that Ty will be an
independent voice on the Board of County
Commissioners. His only agenda is to
preserve Rio Blanco County as a fantastic
place to live, work and raise our families.
I believe he will work hard to be a great
commissioner for all the citizens of Rio
Blanco County.
Thank you,
Kevin Borchard
Meeker

Gates for Commissioner
Dear Editor:
I’m writing in support of Ty Gates for
county commissioner. I had the pleasure
of working with Ty for six years; two years
when he worked in the jail and then three
years after he accepted the job as emergency
manager.
I rarely had the privilege of working with
someone of Ty’s character. It didn’t take me
long to be relieved that Ty was in charge
of emergencies, such as wildfires. I worked
closely with Ty during the fire season of
2018 when we had numerous fires burning
throughout the county. The paperwork and
regulations Ty had to complete or follow for
each fire were mind-boggling. He kept it all
straight, met every deadline and was always
able to get me the paperwork I needed for
my financial tracking of the fires. It did not
matter how many fires he was putting out,
literally, he always had time to answer my

questions; and with a smile.
Ty not only took care of wildfires, but
worked closely with other county and state
departments to plan for various types of
emergencies — such as pandemics. He
understands how to work with all branches
of government and undoubtedly has contacts
throughout the state. If our precious county
ever finds itself in an emergency or even
in dealing with the day to day duties of a
commissioner, I would be glad to know Ty is
part of our leadership.
Kristine Hicken
Meeker

Question about mayor’s
request
Dear Editor:
I have a question you might not be able
to answer, but I saw in the Herald Times
last week a report on the Town of Meeker
meeting that Mayor Borchard asked if there
was office space available at town hall. My
question is: Is attorney Borchard setting up
his private practice in an office at town hall
at the expense of the taxpayers?
Cathie Dolan
Meeker
EDITOR’S NOTE: The discussion and
approval at the last town board meeting to
set aside space at Town Hall for the mayor
was limited to mayoral responsibiities. Our
apologies if that was not made clear in the
article.

Clearing the record
Dear Editor:
On May 7, in an article summarizing
the May 5 Meeker Board of Trustees board
meeting, my name was referenced in regard
to the town’s commercial use of aerial
pesticides for the control of mosquitos. I
was cited for collecting 10 years of research
corroborating claims that aerial pesticides
are more detrimental to beneficial species,
specifically honeybees, than they are at
controlling mosquitoes. I would like to
provide context to this statement.
Yes, I completed a project aimed to
identify what, if any, species other than
targeted pest species were impacted by
summer spraying operations in Meeker.
However, it is very important to note that
this was a 4-H entomology project that I did
in 2003 at the age of 14. My data collection
spanned one spray cycle of one summer —
certainly not the 10-years’ worth of data
stated in the article. I also did not single out
honeybees and, after reviewing my findings
(yes, my mom graciously dug through boxes
of grade school mementos to find it), not a
single honeybee was identified in my sample
collections.
The statements made in the May 7
article were done without my consent or
knowledge, and I was only made aware of
u See LETTERS, Page 5A

THIS PRIMARY IS ABOUT PRINCIPLES AND VALUES

I offer you these facts, about my opponent Bob Rankin, to assist you in making a more informed vote.
SB 19-13
3/14/2019
Authorizes Driver’s
Licenses for Undocumented
Immigrants
He Voted - Yes
Because an individual will be
automatically registered to
vote, when they apply for a
drivers license in Colorado,
this has the potential of
compromising our elections.
This bill was the second one
that passed, the first one was
in 2013.

HB 19-1039
04/17/2019
Identity Documents for
Transgender Persons
He Voted - Yes
This bill authorized an
individual who believes they
are of a different gender, to
be issued a birth certificate
identifying them as that
opposite gender. That person
does not need to have altering
surgery.

HB 19-1052
He sponsored this bill for the
creation of a new special tax
district for Child Development
(birth to 8 years old), calling
on taxpayers to pay for care
in mental, dental, health
and daycare. The Colorado
Federation of Republican
Women Conference approved
a Call To Action item against
his new tax district.

GUN RIGHTS
He voted against the
Republican Caucus to stop
a House vote to repeal the
magazine capacity ban. The
representatives should have
been given the opportunity to
vote to repeal the law.

RECENT MAILERS
Recent mailers, endorsing my
opponent, have Jeffrey Carson
as the registered agent. Carson
is the director of Unite America
that has, as one of their funds,
the Brewer Foundation.
According to the foundation,
it is named after a man who
was a “political organizer”,
“social activist” and a “senior
policy advisor” to the Obama
Administration.

COLORADO UNION OF
TAXPAYERS
He scored a 2019 Colorado
Union of Taxpayers (CUT)
rating of 54%. CUT is
Colorado’s longest-serving
advocacy group for taxpayers.
REPUBLICAN LIBERTY
CAUCUS
He scored a 2020 Republican
Liberty Caucus rating of “F”,
or 51%. The Republican Liberty
Caucus supports individual
rights, limited government and
free enterprise.

It will be an honor to serve our district and I am asking for your vote. I believe in the foundation of the republican party,
and will work hard to uphold the principals that protect our life, liberty and pursuit of happiness.
Debra Irvine
Republican Candidate
Senate District 8

Paid for by Committee to Elect Debra Irvine

www.IrvineForColorado.com

@IrvineforColorado
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
u Continued from Page 4A
the claims after printing. I have not lived in Meeker for 13
years, so I have little background knowledge on current
mosquito control plans and I have no intention of weighing
in on them now. While I respect both the environmental and
socioeconomic considerations of this issue, I trust that the
Meeker community is capable of finding a solution without
leaning on data that I collected as a middle school student 17
years ago.
Beth Madison
(formerly Hollowed)
Palmer, Alaska
EDITOR’S NOTE: Ms. Hollowed-Madison’s 4-H project
has come up in public meetings more than once as a source
of information. We appreciate her efforts to set the record
straight now and hope this opens a door to seek relevant and
recent data about mosquito control methodology.

SB20-2017 needs your attention now
Dear Editor:
I’m sure many of you have been wondering why I have not
posted a press release on SB20-217 earlier; it is because of
how fast this bill is moving and the changes that have been
made to it. A premature statement would be erroneous and
hinder the progress between lawmakers and law enforcement.
Last Monday, June 1, SB20-217 was introduced. There
were many issues law enforcement had with the bill. Your
sheriff, both chiefs of our towns along with the Colorado
County Sheriff’s Association, the Colorado Association of
Chiefs of Police and the Fraternal Order of Police literally
began working day and night with legislators on the bill.
Many other organizations such as the Colorado Municipal
League, Colorado Counties Incorporated, and others worked
together on coming up with a working solution that would
help bring reform to law enforcement and keep our citizens
safe.
There were many conversations that bill sponsors and
lawmakers have had with law enforcement regarding SB20217. Steps were taken forward, yesterday evening, with
changes in the Senate. Law enforcement still has some
concerns, but we look forward to continuing to work with
Democrat and Republican lawmakers to achieve the shared
goals of increasing accountability and transparency while
maintaining public safety.
Earlier this month, Colorado law enforcement
organizations called for changes to the current Duty to Report
Use of Force outlined in CRS 18-8-802, including directing
officers to intercede to prevent the use of unreasonable force,
when possible, and then to report such use of unreasonable
force to the officer’s immediate supervisor.
As this bill moves forward I would ask you to contact your
local legislators and let them know how you feel about your
local law enforcement here in Rio Blanco.
I have received many comments from our citizens of
support and encouragement, which has meant so much to
myself and the staff here at the Sheriff’s Office.
Thank you for your support!
Sheriff Anthony Mazzola
Rio Blanco County

u STATE LEGISLATORS

House District 57: Representative Perry Will
303-866-2949
Senate District 8: Senator Bob Rankin
303-866-5292
bob.rankin.senate@state.co.us

u STATE GOVERNOR

Jared Polis
303-866-2885
https://www.colorado.gov/governor/
share-comments

u U.S. SENATOR

Scott Tipton
218 Cannon HOB
Washington, DC 20515
202-225-4761
https://tipton.house.gov/contact

DISCLAIMER: THOUGHTS
EXPRESSED ON OPINION
PAGES ARE EXCLUSIVELY THOSE OF THE WRITER
AND DO NOT NECESSARILY
REFLECT THOSE OF THE
HERALD TIMES. YOU ARE
WELCOME TO SUBMIT SIGNED
LETTERS OF 500 WORDS
OR LESS ON MATTERS OF
LOCAL INTEREST TO EDITOR@
HT1885.COM, MAIL TO PO BOX
720, MEEKER, CO 81641 OR
DROP OFF AT 304 4TH ST.,
MEEKER. WE RESERVE THE
RIGHT TO SAY ‘NOPE.’

Meeker
Christian
Church

443 School St. • 878-5105
ADULTS & CHILDREN
Sunday School 10am Sun.
Church Service 11am Sun.
Not the only Christians,
but Christians only

u
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Resilient CNCC faculty made school year possible
By KEITH PETERSON
CNCC VP OF
INSTRUCTION
Special to the HT
R B C
I As the
2019-20
school year
comes to an
end I reflect
on
the
outstanding
work
of
our CNCC
faculty and
want
to Keith
Peterson
take this
opportunity
to recognize their hard work
and dedication. Faculty work
with our students on a daily
basis and their roles often
go beyond that of just an
instructor. Being a close knit
community college, Colorado
Northwestern instructors often
serve as mentors, counselors,
and emotional support for
many of our students that are
experiencing life on their own
for the first time. Normally,
commencement is a time when
our faculty get to celebrate
the accomplishments of and
with our students. In turn we
as a college get to recognize
and honor our faculty.
Unfortunately, due to current
circumstances, we didn’t get
share in the completion of
the year at commencement
like we normally would.

But that doesn’t mean that
we are any less grateful for
the accomplishments of our
dedicated instructional staff.
In fact, we are more grateful
this year than ever before.
While we didn’t get to have
the ceremony in-person, we
would have liked, students
were not deprived this honor
because our faculty gave so
much of themselves. Many of
our faculty have continued to
work into the summer months
to help career and technical
education students complete
required labs they missed
during the spring lockdown.
Several faculty elected to
forgo personal engagements
and postpone summer plans to
ensure completion of hands on
courses and for that we can’t
thank them enough.
If I had to describe the
CNCC faculty in one word, it
would be “resilient.” To be told
halfway through the semester
that you will have to close up
shop, head home, and with no
prior warning, finish teaching
your class remotely, is a tall

order for any educator. I’m
proud to say CNCC faculty
rose to the occasion. Yes there
were concerns, sure there
were frustrations, but never
was there a complaint. Every
overwhelmed instructor I spoke
to had a singular response, “we
will do whatever is required to
meet the needs of our students”.
Teaching using methods they
were unfamiliar with, adapting
to
communicating
with
students remotely, dealing with
technology failures, our faculty
faced it all head on and through
resiliency, they persevered.
This spring wasn’t easy to
get through. I won’t sugarcoat
the struggle we all endured
to get to this point. Our
faculty had to face immense
obstacles often at the expense
of their own time, health
and emotions. But they did
it. That is what makes what
we have here in our little
corner of northwest Colorado
so special. It’s the care our
faculty have for students, it’s
the support we feel from our
local communities, and it is the

determination and resilience
we all share to do the hard
things in order to succeed.
Our students have graduated
or have started their summer
studies, and are gearing up
for fall. I say this to our entire
academic staff, thank you
for enduring, thank you for
persevering, thank you for
being the wonderful people
you are. I’ve been in education
for over 20 years and I have
never been more proud to be
associated with any group of
educators as I am with you.
To our communities,
thank you for supporting our
students and faculty in your
businesses, on the field, and in
the classroom. Your support,
even if it is simply a smile or
nod of your head means the
world to all of us.
To our faculty, staff,
students, and communities,
enjoy your summer, stay safe,
take stock of the things in
life that really matter, and we
look forward to seeing you
all again on our campuses in
August if not before!

CONSERVATION CORNER

Telling the
story of
Rio Blanco
County since
1885.

Welcome back to the Conservation Corner! Last week we promised more about the Rio
Blanco County Land and Natural Resources Plan and Policies (Plan) document. You may be
wondering “why is this important me?”
While the voice of one may be small, the documented voice of many is significant. Therefore,
the White River and Douglas Creek Conservation Districts (Districts) partnered with Rio Blanco
County (County) to document citizen input through development of the Plan. The Plan was officially adopted by both Districts and the County.
The Plan provides documentation and guidance in the planning processes for public lands
within Rio Blanco County, as well as letters and written or oral comments on other public lands’
policy development.
The Plan is a critical tool used when the Districts and County are “Cooperating Agencies” with
Federal land management agencies in a planning process. A cooperating agency is tasked with
“sitting at the table” and providing guidance during the initial planning process and formation
of National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Federal Land Policy Management Act (FLPMA)
documents. Federal law states that the BLM and FS must consider such a Plan if adopted at a
local level (Plan pg.3).
One of the most valuable assets of the Plan is that it describes the local history, customs, culture, and economy which is required but often overlooked in the federal planning processes. The
Plan is user friendly and broken into natural resource sections such as endangered species, forest
management, livestock grazing, oil and gas, water, wild horses, wildlife, and more. A complete
copy of the Plan and Policies document is available on the Districts’ website at www.whiterivercd.com or by using the zapcode below.
Tune into the Conservation Corner next week for specific examples of how the Plan has been
utilized to represent the citizens of Rio Blanco County.

Support Community
Journalism.
ht1885.com/subscribe

The Parable of the Unmerciful Servant
By Dr. J. D. Watson
Pastor-Teacher, Grace Bible Church

. . . Shouldest not thou also have had compassion on thy fellowservant, even as I had pity on thee? . . .
(Matt. 18:21–35)

O

RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER

UR final parable is about one of the
most detestable characters in all of
literature. The story was prompted
by Peter’s question about how often he
should forgive his brother. Rabbinic teaching
dictated that the offended party had to forgive
only three times, so Peter probably felt quite
magnanimous and even spiritually attuned
■ Dr. J.D.
to
Jesus’ teaching when he submitted seven
Watson
times.
Jesus’ answer of seventy times seven,
however, undoubtedly startled Peter. This does not imply that we
carry a notebook with us to keep track of those who offend us until
we hit 490 and then unleash our wrath on 491! His point, obviously,
was that a true forgiving spirit does not keep score. He then told
the story.
First, this servant was dishonest. While settling financial
matters with his servants, a king found one (probably a tax
collecting official) in the hopeless debt of ten thousand talents.
Since a talent was about 75 pounds of either gold or silver, this was
750,000 pounds! As historical records indicate, the taxes collected
in Palestine at this time amounted to about 800 talents a year, so
this embezzling servant had stolen more than twelve years worth of
taxes, tens of millions of dollars.
The servant’s dishonesty did not stop there, however. When
confronted with his crime and the threat of being sold into slavery,
along with his entire family, he promised to repay it all, knowing
all the while that such a debt could never be repaid. It would have
taken a working man of that day 200,000 years to repay such a debt.
This, of course, was Jesus’ whole point. We are all sinners and owe

God an unpayable debt. It is His grace alone that could forgive the
unforgivable, and it is Christ alone who could pay the unpayable.
Second, this servant was despicable. The second servant is a
clear picture of a fellow believer and how he was mistreated. While
the first man was forgiven an unpayable debt, he refused to forgive
his fellow servant of what was in comparison a microscopic pittance
(100 days wages)—this might even have been a loan taken from
stolen funds. His hypocrisy is even more graphically demonstrated
by his ignoring the other man’s plea, which consisted of the very
same words he had used to the king: Have patience with me, and I
will pay thee all. While such appalling behavior is hard to imagine,
we have all been guilty of just such conduct when we fail to forgive
a fellow believer for any offence. Why? Because whatever it is, it’s
infinitesimal compared to what God has forgiven us.
Third, this servant was disciplined. Other servants who were
disgusted by this scene reported it to the king, who was outraged
and severely chastised the servant. “He that demands mercy, and
shows none, ruins the bridge over which he himself is to pass,”
wrote Puritan Thomas Adams. We hurt only ourselves.
Scriptures for Study: What do the following verses tell us
about our treatment of fellow believers: Ephesians 4:26, 4:31–32;
1 Peter 3:8–9?
We hope you will visit our website (www.TheScriptureAlone.
com), where you will find not only our podcast of these devotional
studies but also other resources for Christian growth, including
messages in MP3 media files. You are also invited to worship with
us at Grace Bible Church (on the corner of 3rd and Garfield) at
10:30 A.M. each Lord’s Day, where the ministry is: “continu[ing]
stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking
of bread, and in prayers” (Acts 2:42).
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Go forth, graduates!
By DOLLY VISCARDI
Special to the HT
RBC I Now that our local
graduation has been held in a
unique 2020 fashion, the efforts
by the local school district to hold
an actual ceremony demonstrated
the RE-1 District’s dedication
to recognizing the efforts of the
students, as well as their families,
to finish 12 years of schooling.
Like most momentous occasions
in life, the emotions rising to the
surface were often a mixture of
happiness, pride, and even a little
relief. Parents could still be heard
to say, “I can’t believe that this
time is here already!” or “How did
the time go by so fast.” Students
could still be heard to mutter, “I
am so ready for this to be over.” or
“It took so long, it seemed as if it
would never get here.” Even if it all
seemed a bit surreal compared to
previous years, the most important
feature of the event was that it
honored all of the members of the
class of 2020 and let the students
know that they were appreciated.
The marking of this important

rite
of
passage was
essential.
The small
details may
not have been
as important
this
year,
but
the
graduation
d
a
y
Dolly
tradition of
Viscardi
assembling
all of the
members of
the graduating class one last time
to receive their diplomas, hosting
special speakers to laud the students
for their accomplishments, and
most importantly guaranteeing that
each student received the accolades
they deserve was accomplished.
Every graduate was lauded for
their unique contribution to their
class in front of their families and
friends.
School districts across the state
have been holding a wide variety
of graduation ceremonies that fit
the needs of their residents. Our
school district’s drive-in version

was a perfect fit. Throughout
this pandemic, hopping in one’s
vehicle to go pick up the essentials
has often been the only acceptable
version of socializing while social
distancing.
Graduation speeches always
include words of advice or nuggets
of wisdom that urge students to
go out and make a difference in
the world. These stay-at-home
days have obstructed the view
for so many of us, as looking
at a big-picture view leaves little
room for one to feel as if any
big change can be made in one’s
community. These turbulent times
require all of us to figure out a
way to contribute our own talents
and skills by using a small-picture
perspective. Letting that huge,
dissonant picture that screeches
from the big screens of everyone’s
living room television set dictate
how each of us contribute to our
community is inexcusable. So go
forth graduates.... and find a way to
make a small difference that is sure
to go viral soon. Congratulations,
graduates!

DEATH NOTICES
Daniel David Russel Wood
Feb. 17, 1941 ~ June 7, 2020

Daniel Wood of Meeker died Sunday, June 7, 2020, at the Walbridge Wing. Memorial services will be held
at 10 a.m., Friday, June 12, 2020, at Holy Family Catholic Church.

Carolyn Evelyn Sullivan
May 12, 1926 ~ June 8, 2020

Carolyn Sullivan of Meeker died Monday, June 8, 2020, at her home. Services to be scheduled pending
COVID-19 restrictions. In lieu of flowers donations can be made to St. James Episcopal Church, P.O. Box 641,
Meeker, CO 81641. Or to the Meeker Education Foundation, in care of Grant Mortuary, P.O. Box 333, Meeker,
CO 81641.

Fairfield
Scholarships
Special Fairfield Scholarships for Pre-2020 MHS Graduates or
5-Year Resident Vocational/Undergraduate Study
Will be considered by the Fairfield Scholarship Committee, contingent upon funds for additional scholarships being available. These scholarships are for the MHS graduate/equivalent who did not receive a
Fairfield Scholarship, regardless of whether or not they previously applied.
Application forms for these scholarships may be obtained by writing to:
The Fairfield Trust Scholarship Selection Committee
P.O. Box 2302, Meeker, CO 81641
Please specify the application needed (prior-graduate or 5-year resident). Deadline for receipt of the completed scholarship request is 5 p.m. Tuesday, July 7, 2020.
Those not received by that time and date will not be considered.

Freeman Fairfield Scholarship Renewal Requests
for 2020/2021 School Year
Renewal requirements are as follows:
n A photocopy or transcript of college grades for two semesters or three quarters of the past school
year. Grades downloaded from school Web sites are acceptable (certified copies from a college
registrar’s office are not required).
n Transcript must reflect a minimum GPA of 2.5, for the
most recently completed school year.
n Full-time student status - minimum of 12 credit hours/
semester or quarter.
n A typed letter requesting the scholarship renewal with
current address.
n Renewal request must be received (not postmarked) by
5 p.m. Tuesday, July 7, 2020.
Please mail all Fairfield Scholarship correspondence to:
The Fairfield Scholarship Selection Committee,
P.O. Box 2302, Meeker, CO 81641.
If you wish, you may also hand-deliver your renewal
requests to:
Diane Dunham, 438 E. Market St., Meeker.

The Fairfield Scholarship Selection Committee
P.O. Box 2302, Meeker, CO 81641

Buck up, America!
By KAYE SULLIVAN
Special to the HT
RBC I I think the backbone
of America is stronger than we
may think. We can fly people to
outer space, survive economic
hardships, and continue to
support our friends, family,
and communities in difficult
times. Yes, we can survive and
overcome COVID-19.
When I was a child, fighting
polio was a huge challenge
and seemed to primarily attack
children. In the early days, it
was thought to be spread via
water including swimming pools
so guess what I did not get to do
in the summer?
It was, like today, a scary
time, when no one knew what
caused polio or how it spread.
Polio patients survived with
limited resources including the
tortuous iron lung, an airtight
coffin shaped box that was a tank
ventilator. Severe poliomyelitis
resulted in paralysis, often
permanent. One of our family’s
friends was a young man whose
hands were so paralyzed, he
could not hold a glass so for
meals in our house he used a

stemmed wine glass instead,
lived in a wheel chair, and slept
in an iron lung every night.
Another family friend was
paralyzed on the left side of her
face including partial paralysis of
her left eye. She is still alive today
in her 70s, but the effects of polio
were permanent. As a child, I
lived with these very obvious
examples of how polio could
harm people and permanently
change their lives.
When Jonas Salk’s vaccine
arrived in 1953, elementary
children were required to be
vaccinated in our school. We
stood in line for the school
nurse to poke us in an arm. We
knew the vaccine could save us,
so even though scared young
children, it was expected of us
and we complied.
Over the years, polio has been
eliminated in the USA thanks to
a vaccine. It took many years,
government mandates, and
lots of hope to find out if this
vaccine was enduring. What
was considered in the 1950’s a
terrifying unknown health issue
was brought under control.
Thankfully, today we have
many scientific and medical

entities working on cures,
vaccines, and treatment for
COVID-19. We have many
hopeful signs that this medical
issue can also be overcome.
Yes, too many people are
without jobs or financial support
to endure these hard days. Yet,
our grandparents and parents
lived through depressions and
equally harsh times.
Just think about living in
America during World War II
when auto tires, gas, tin, coffee,
and much more were rationed
for many years. Our country
survived without these resources
while fighting abroad to protect
the world. Our country has a long
heritage of survival.
I do not dismiss the day to day
survival challenges of anyone,
but I do want to add a bit of hope.
Covid has only been present
for three months in Colorado,
nothing like the sacrifices made
during WWII lasting many years.
Let us be strong in these tough
days and dig down deep into our
survival skills, practice patience,
endurance, and respect. As Joe
Sullivan, my father-in-law would
often tell us, “We are made of the
stronger stuff.” I sure hope so.

OBITUARIES
Emil D. Luedecke
Dec. 20, 1947 ~ May 25, 2020

Emil Luedecke, 72, of Zephyr,
Texas, died Monday, May 25,
2020, after a long and fierce battle
with cancer. Emil was a longtime competitor at the Meeker
Classic Sheepdog Trials. He spent
a lot of time in Meeker over the
years and endeared himself to the
community and so many others.
Emil Dwight Luedecke was
born in Shiner, Texas on Dec.
20, 1947. At 18 months of age he
went to live with his grandparents,
moving with them to Zephyr in
1951. They were active members
of the Church of Christ. Through
their guidance, Emil accepted
Jesus Christ as his savior and was
baptized at the Austin Avenue
Church of Christ in early 1961.
He continued to be active in the
Church of Christ and a wellrespected community member
until his passing.
Emil graduated from the
Zephyr High School in 1967.
Raised as a farmer, he worked a
variety of jobs in Brown County
until 1969 when he began a 10year employment with Santa Fe
Railway. After retiring from the
railroad in 1988, Emil returned
to farming and ranching, using
the border collie as his top ranch
hand.
In 1990, Emil developed an
interest in raising and training

his dogs for
competition.
In
1993,
he traveled
to
Great
Britain,
purchasing
two dogs.
He chose to
keep the dog
named Tyne;
Emil Luedecke this began
the lifelong
legacy of his
unbroken line of quality working
dogs. Emil went on to win
multiple competitions throughout
the United States with descendants
of Tyne, Ben, Spot and Zac. His
line of dogs are sought after
by sheepdog competitors and
farmers/ranchers alike.
Emil was a respected
community member, sheepdog
handler, judge and committee
member
of
organizations
representing the working border
collie and livestock. He served
multiple terms on the board
of directors for the United
States Border Collie Handlers
Association, the American Border
Collie Association, the Texas
Sheepdog Association and was
president of the Brown County
Livestock Producers Association
for many years. The dogs were,

in Emil’s words, “a tremendous
asset, enriching my life with the
opportunity to meet new people
and make friends throughout the
USA.”
In 2014, Emil was granted the
prestigious honor of induction
into the Border Collie Hall of
Fame, only the 12th person to
be bestowed the honor since its
inception in 1998.
Emil has been described as kind,
quiet, soft-spoken, unassuming,
independent, hardworking and
loyal. Most importantly, he was
described as a child of God. The
world was a better place for Emil
being in it. He leaves behind his
brother, Jimmie Luedecke and
sister-in-law Margaret Luedecke
of Zephyr. He also leaves behind
the endless number of lives that
he touched; the many who called
him friend.
In lieu of flowers, the family
requests memorials be made
to the American Border Collie
Association, PO Box 535, Pine
Mountain, Georgia, 31822.
The family received friends
on Friday, May 29, 2020 from
4-6 p.m. at Heartland Funeral and
Cremation Service. A graveside
service was held at 2 p.m.,
Saturday, May 30, 2020 in the
Zephyr Cemetery with J. Tom
Washburn officiating.

Shelby Dylan Adams
Aug. 17, 1960 ~ June 4, 2020

Shelby Dylan Adams, 59,
passed away on June 4, 2020, at
his home in Rangely, Colorado,
surrounded by his family. He had
a long battle with prostate cancer
and a short battle with lung cancer.
Shelby was born to Franklin
and Shirley Adams on Aug. 17,
1960. He married Jimmye London
on Oct. 28, 1982. Together they
raised seven children.
Shelby went to school in
Haileyville, Oklahoma. Shelby
had an enormous heart and was
always helping people. Shelby
enjoyed
gardening,
fishing,
listening to music, working
outside and camping.
He spent some of his time
volunteering at the Rangely Food

Shelby Adams

Bank. He
enjoyed
laughing and
being with
his family.
He would
help anyone
in any way
he
could.
S h e l b y
affected
numerous
lives and will
forever put a

smile on our faces.
He is survived by his wife
Jimmye Adams, Children: Shelby
(Megan) Brown, Tabatha (John)
McClord, Izieak (Andrea) Adams,
Chelsea Carson, J.D. (Sage)

Neft, Erika (Nathan) Stoeckel;
grandchildren: Shelby Carson,
Riley Carson, Kyler Buhler,
Heather Walker, Rachel Walker,
Ian Walker, Jackson Neft, Sophia
Neft and Nevach Stoeckel;
brothers and sisters; several aunts
and uncles, and many nieces and
nephews.
He is preceded in death by his
son Thomas Adams and his parents
Franklin and Shirley Adams.
Graveside services were held
Tuesday, June 9, 2020, at 3 p.m. at
the Rangely Cemetery. A viewing
for family and friends was held
Monday evening 6-8 p.m. at the
Phillips Ashley Valley Funeral
Home (410 North 800 West) in
Vernal.

OBITUARY POLICY: The Rio Blanco Herald Times chooses not to charge
a publication fee for obituaries or death notices with a local connection to
the county. It is our opinion that publishing obituaries is a matter of public
record and part of our responsibility as a newspaper to maintain a living
record of our local history. If you need to submit an obituary or death notice,
please stop by the office or email editor@theheraldtimes.com
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The Tank to receive a Q&A: ‘...think about modification’
$25,000 grant from NEA
u Continued from Page 1A

Special to the Herald Times

RANGELY I The Tank
Center for Sonic Arts has been
approved for a grant of $25,000
from the National Endowment for
the Arts, to produce a film and
music event in 2021. The award
to The Tank is one of a number of
such grants made nationwide.
“These awards demonstrate the resilience of the arts
in America,” said Mary Anne
Carter, chairman of the National
Endowment for the Arts. “We
celebrate organizations like The
Tank Center for Sonic Arts for
providing opportunities for learning and engagement through the
arts in these times.”
“We’re so happy to receive
this award,” said Tank Executive
Director James Paul, “It makes
a stellar project possible, and it
brings national recognition and
resources to Northwest Colorado.”
The grant will support an
event at the Tank in May 2021,
of music and film by two noted

American artists, the guitarist/
composer Bill Frisell and the
filmmaker Bill Morrison. Frisell
will perform an original score and
Morrison will project film images
on the landscape and sides of the
seven-story water tank, telling the
tank’s story as an embodiment
of the American West. The film
will incorporate interview footage of local residents, aged 8
to 80. The event itself will be
filmed for a feature documentary
to be produced in 2022. This
event is also supported by major
grants from the Neil D. Karbank
Foundation and the William H.
Donner Family Foundation.
The Tank Center for Sonic
Arts is organized around the huge
empty water tank, discovered in
the ‘70s to have extraordinary
acoustic resonance, including a
long and rich reverberation, rivaling the Taj Mahal’s. For decades
musicians and sound artists from
all over the country have trekked
to The Tank to play and record.
Now The Tank is a fully-equipped

recording venue and concert site,
as well as a 501(c)3 nonprofit arts
organization.
Since its founding in 2013,
the Tank has hosted hundreds of
reserved visits, recording sessions and performances by many
nationally known artists, including Jessica Meyer, Rinde Eckert,
Roomful of Teeth, Ron Miles,
and R. Carlos Nakai, among others. The Center also produces
local events, like the Colorado
Children’s Chorale at Rangely
High School, and other off-site
concerts by visiting artists at the
town park, the local assisted living center and other locations.
The Tank’s educational and social
impact programming promotes
the idea of deep listening and uses
The Tank’s meditative and contemplative ambience to address
critical issues.
For more information on this
National Endowment for the Arts
grant announcement, visit arts.
gov/news. For more on The Tank,
see tanksounds.org.

Rangely welcomes new chamber
director, bids farewell to Billgren
By ROXIE FROMANG
Special to the Herald Times
RANGELY I The spring
of 2020 has brought many
changes to our lives and our
local communities. Recently
the Rangely Area Chamber of
Commerce said goodbye to their
tenacious leader, Executive
Director Konnie Billgren, and
welcomed incoming Director
Richard Smith.
In the same way many past
and present residents have
come into the community, Matt
Billgren was transferred to the
Rangely field with Chevron in
2015. His wife Konnie accompanied him. Early on Konnie
worked for Urie Trucking/Urie
Rock weighing trucks but soon
thereafter was shuffled into the
Executive Director position for
the Rangely Area Chamber of
Commerce. Billgren, previously
a successful outside saleswoman
for an electrical company that
sold supplies to the oilfield and
sugar cane processing plants, set
out to sell the Rangely area to
everyone she encountered.
Billgren amped up Chamber
Member promotions and rallied for more memberships.
Speaking of rally, with help
from the locals, she planned
the first ROAR (Rangely OHV
Adventure Rally) in 2017, turning many residents and outsid-

ers
onto
the idea of
group OHV
pleasure
riding on
the ample
public lands
a r o u n d
R a n g e l y.
Matt and
Richard Smith
K o n n i e
became our
neighbors,
friends, and
family in
short time.
Both highly
active
within the
community.
It seemed
something
new
was
always
on
Konnie Billgren
K o n n i e ’s
“punch list”
to bring more people to the
Rangely area to enjoy our great
outdoors, culture, and area businesses. The go-getter added
fun new events such as Rally
Colorado races, Colorado Hill
Climb Association’s Canyon
Pintado Hill Climb, and the
Fourth of July Barbecue.
Residents looked forward to the
Elf on the Shelf, Scarecrow, and
window decorating contests, just
to name a few. The long-standing Crab Crack event grew year

after year and as attendees begin
to dress up for each year’s theme
the silent auction funds and
liquor sales exploded.
“We saw people take it to the
next level each year,” Konnie
said. Since moving on to Texas,
Billgren states she misses the
people and the community spirit
the most. Best wishes to the
Billgrens on their new adventure
and thank you for serving the
Rangely community.
Konnie Billgren leaves big
shoes to fill and the new Rangely
Area Chamber of Commerce
Director Richard Smith was
chosen by the chamber board to
do that. Smith has a BA in public administration. He moved to
Rangely in April from Mesquite,
Nevada, where he was employed
by Eureka Casino Resort. Smith
brings years of experience as
a commissioner and chairman
for the Historic Preservation
Commission for the City of
Black Hawk, Colorado. In Black
Hawk-Central City he was also a
board member of the Sanitation
District. Smith is excited to
work with the local government,
businesses and residents. The
Colorado Springs native said he
looks forward to bringing his
experience and education to the
community and to help progress
the efforts thorough recovery
and future sustainability of the
area.

capacity to do community testing
for anyone who is symptomatic
and also, should we have an outbreak, we do have the capacity to
test asymptomatic individuals who
have been exposed.”
The testing piece, especially
of asymptomatic individuals who
are identified by contact tracing, is
an important component for planning and approving summer events.
Current evidence suggests one out
of four people may have the virus
and spread it to others without ever
experiencing symptoms.
Testing capacity will continue
to be expanded locally and at the
state level.
Antibody tests, which detect
COVID-19 antibodies only after
you’ve recovered from the infection, are in the works, but “there’s
still a lot up in the air,” according
to Harvey. “We don’t know for sure
at this point if a positive antibody
test means you have immunity and/
or for how long.” The other issue?
Accuracy. “The range really just
kind of depends on the test itself.
I’ve seen as low as 50% accuracy.”
You can always get the test through
your physician if you’re certain
you’ve had the virus already. This
will help with research, but it
doesn’t mean you’re free and clear
to cough on people at whim.

MASK ON, MASK OFF
From the very beginning the
information that went out to the
public about wearing masks has
been confusing and contradictory, and various forms of misinformation have begun to circulate.
Harvey calls it, “information overload,” but in reality, it’s not that
confusing. “Wearing a covering
over your face, doesn’t matter what
it is, helps to protect other people
from getting the virus if you’re
wearing it appropriately.”
It boils down to this — the
COVID-19 virus is spread via
respiratory droplets that exit a
person’s mouth and nose as they
breath, cough, sneeze or speak. A
face covering helps to keep those
respiratory droplets, especially the
larger ones, confined to a smaller

area, cutting short the virus’s access
to its next host.
“Are they perfect? No.
Absolutely not. You’re just giving
the people around you a better
chance at not getting your respiratory droplets and breathing them
in,” Harvey said. “That’s why we
suggest that you wear them as
much as you possibly can when
you’re going to be in a situation
around other people.”
Can a mask cause oxygen
deprivation? No. However, if you
have an underlying respiratory condition, don’t wear a mask if it’s
causes a high level of discomfort.
What about if you’re outside,
say at a parade or a rodeo? “The
general take-home point for all of
these summer events – as long
as you can maintain the (social)
distance, then it’s not going to be
as important to wear the mask.
However, if you’re planning for
example to look at something from
a vendor, you’re planning on meeting friends, you’re going in and
out of businesses, those are the
situations when you really need to
be wearing a mask.”
SUMMER SAFETY
So, you’re a responsible adult.
You don’t want to put others at risk.
You’re on board with the idea of
personal responsibility.
You also don’t want to sit in
your home for the next six months,
one year, two years. What’s a person to do?
“This is touching every area of
life and we are all feeling that so
acutely right now. In general, my
recommendation is to just think
about the environment [you’ll be
in],” Harvey stated.
Other recommendations for a
safe summer include:
n Avoiding large parties and

get-togethers, especially indoors
— any activity where you can’t
control how close people are to you
n Avoid travel to congested
and highly populated areas
Avoid travel on public transportation, if possible
n In terms of your daily life,
however, “just think about modification,” Harvey says. Little things
(hand sanitizer, maintaining distance, smaller groups, choosing a
smaller circle of families to socialize with, etc.) can minimize exposure risk.

HOME REMEDIES
Ozonated water? Iodine?
Calcium? Vitamin K? What kind of
home remedies might be effective?
“There are no FDA-approved
drugs yet for the treatment of
COVID. There’s a variety of
supplements, things we can do,
homeopathic things we can do to
improve our health outcomes, but
they’re not necessarily intended to
be taken as a curative measure.
Nothing has been found yet to have
a significant effect,” Harvey stated. She also cautioned some home
remedies may do more harm than
good.
IN CONCLUSION
“I’ve just been so impressed
with how dedicated these groups
are to making this work. We haven’t told people ‘no, no, no.’ These
groups are making these decisions
themselves based on what they are
willing and not willing to do in
terms of posing a risk to the community. Just know that you’ll see
these activities happening and we
encourage people to enjoy them,
but just be smart.
If we’re all smart about it, we’re
gonna be OK.”

Congratulations
Jen Phelan!

Jen Phelan, HopeWest Meeker Nurse and Patient
Care Coordinator, was recently awarded the
Nightingale Luminary Award. This prestigious
award was named after the legendary Florence
Nightingale who transformed the world of
healthcare through the art of nursing.
Jen is now a finalist representing Western Colorado
for a Nightingale Award at the state level (presented
by the Colorado Nurses Foundation). She was
nominated by colleagues and supported by the
Meeker community for her compassion, kind spirit,
tireless support, dedication, and expert medical care.

Jen Phela n, HopeWest Meek er Nurse
and Patient Care Coordinato r, was recent ly
award ed the Night ingale Lu mina ry Award.

(970) 878-9383
HopeWestCO.org
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MEEKER HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2020

CAITLIN WALKER/JOSH TURNER/MICHELLE COX PHOTOS

The Meeker High School Class of 2020 was celebrated in a drive-in style
ceremony Saturday at Ute Park. Download the free Zappar app and scan
the Zapcode for a full video of the ceremony, and check out the HT’s
Graduation Keepsake in this edition for post-secondary education plans,
scholarships and more.

SPORTS & REC
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CPW Commission to meet today and Friday online
Special to the Herald Times

BANK OF THE
SAN JUANS

222 W. Main, Rangely
675-2222

COLORADO CPA
SERVICES

118 W. Main, Rangely
675-2222

W.C. STRIEGEL

17030 Hwy. 64, Rangely
675-8444

RBC I The Colorado Parks and
Wildlife Commission will discuss herd
management plans on multiple deer, elk
and pronghorn units; Lathrop State Park
Management Plan; a resolution regarding
support for secure, long-term and dedicated funding for land and water conservation, wildlife management, and outdoor
recreation; and the election of 2020-2021
Commission officers at a virtual meeting
on Thursday, June 11 and Friday, June
12. The meeting will be streamed live on

CPW’s YouTube page here.
The commission will also discuss
CPW’s Operational Plan, its license vendor Aspira, and a citizen’s concern with
the online hunting reservation process for
waterfowl hunting.
The meeting is scheduled to begin at
2 p.m. on Thursday, June 11 and adjourn
at 5 p.m. The commission will reconvene
at 8 a.m. on Friday, June 12 and adjourn
at 11 a.m.
Additional agenda items include:
• Department of Agriculture update
• Department of Natural Resources

update
• Financial update
• Great Outdoors Colorado (GOCO)
update
• Regional update on CPW properties
A complete agenda along with all
materials for public review for this meeting can be found on the CPW website. The
public is encouraged to email written comments to the commission at dnr_cpwcommission@state.co.us. Details on providing
public comments for virtual meetings are
available on the CPW website.
The commission meets regularly and

travels to communities around the state to
facilitate public participation. Anyone can
listen to commission meetings through the
CPW website. This opportunity keeps constituents informed about the development
of regulations and how the commission
works with Colorado Parks and Wildlife
staff to manage the parks, wildlife and
outdoor recreation programs administered
by the agency. Find out more about the
commission on the CPW website.
The next commission meeting will
take place on July 16 and 17.

2020 FISHING DERBY

YOUR BUSINESS HERE!
SPONSOR YOUR HOME
TEAM FOR $12.50/week!

BANK OF THE
SAN JUANS

500 Main, Meeker
878-5073

COULTER AVIATION
Meeker
878-5045

MA FAMIGLIA
RESTAURANT

Henry & Kris Arcolesse
410 Market, Meeker
878-4141

NORTHWEST AUTO
SALES & SERVICE

485 Market St., Meeker
878-5026

WATT'S RANCH
MARKET

271 E. Market, Meeker
878-5868

GO-FER
FOODS

812 Market Street
878-5381

WHITE RIVER
ELECTRIC
ASSOCIATION, INC.

233 Sixth Street, Meeker
878-5041

YOUR BUSINESS HERE!
SPONSOR YOUR HOME
TEAM FOR $12.50/week!

Sports stories are posted in the HT as space
allows in the following
order: varsity stories, junior
varsity stories, junior high
stories, miscellaneous stories. Contact us at editor@
ht1885.com with questions.
ROXIE FROMANG PHOTOS

Rio Blanco Water Conservancy District held their annual fishing derby
this past weekend, with 143 registrants casting lines and hoping for a
winning catch. Results are to the right.
(Middle left) The coveted heaviest stringer category was won this
year by The 3 Carnales team. Team members included David Trevizo,
Christian Trevizo, and Johnathon Trevizo.
(Top center) Kassidy Sanford pulled in the longest fish at the youth
derby on Saturday with a 25.5 inch long carp.

2B

u

NEWS

RIO BLANCO HERALD TIMES

Thursday, June 11, 2020

School board members vote down summer food service program
By CAITLIN WALKER
caitlin@ht1885.com
MEEKER I The full board
of the meeker School District
met Monday, June 8 for a work
session and special board meeting that lasted nearly three
hours.
CONSTRUCTION
UPDATE
John Usery, NV5 project
manager, discussed project
updates on current high school
construction. The project schedule was accelerated after in-person learning was suspended due
to coronavirus. All abatement
work has been completed, and a
lot of finish work is now taking
place in the south classroom
wing. They also think the auxiliary gym repairs are complete,
“but that thing keeps surprising
us,” Usery said. “Everything is
tracking well. The bus barn is a
little behind,” he continued.
The next topic discussed
was use of available contingency funds. The project is tracking on budget, and contingency
funds built into the original bid
will need to be used in a way
that does not violate the ballot
language, according to Meeker
School District Superintendent
Chris Selle.
One possible item is staining
of existing brick to match the
newer construction. According
to the board packet, the cost for
this will be $150,000. The work
comes with a warranty of 15
years, as opposed to painting,
which would likely need redone
in two to three years.
There are several other
options being considered. A
suspended running track in
the new gym tops the list of
added features ($794,903.00),
followed by stained concrete
($6,363), finishing of public
wall space with ceramic wainscot ($110,699), extra marker
boards for classrooms ($11,720)
and new bleachers for the existing gym ($132,793). Total, the
list maps out about $5 million

in added features, with approximately $1 million coming from
the contingency budget (currently sitting at $2.2 million).
The board also looked at
the prioritized list of capital
improvement projects for possible use of remaining funds.
District asphalt projects are
the highest priority and will
cost $273,000. A bid has been
received for the project.
The board did not make any
decisions on use of contingency
funds and will do so at a later
meeting.
ESEA APPLICATION
After calling the board to
order, the board accepted the
resignation of Briana Williams
as the band and choir teacher,
and approved personnel hires
and transfers. Laura Koenig
transferred from a paraprofessional to a kindergarten teacher position, Roberta Kinnamon
transferred from her food service worker position to Food
Service Director, and Mike
Hoke was hired as a route bus
driver. The board also approved
fall and winter coaching positions.
Next, the board approved
a consolidated application for
Elementary and Secondary
Education Act (ESEA) Program
Funds. “Title 1, Title 2A, Title
3 are all included in there. The
vast majority of the title funds
that we get go to salaries and
benefits or individuals who provide additional instruction in
reading and math at the elementary school, or english language
learners. A chunk of that goes
into professional development,”
Selle stated.
SUMMER
FOOD
SERVICE PROGRAM
The board then reviewed
a potential application for the
summer food service program.
Board member Dr. Bob Dorsett
advocated for the program.
According to Dr. Dorsett, about
a third of MSD students qualify
for free lunch, and almost half

of meals provided in the last
school year were for free lunch
participants. “There’s absolutely no doubt that kids who are
not properly nourished during
the summer don’t do as well in
the fall. They fall further behind
than other kids do and they
have more difficulty. I would
encourage us to participate in
this summer meal program.”
The Summer Food Service
Program (SFSP) is federally-funded and state-administered. Program operators are
reimbursed for the meals they
serve to low-income children
and teens at risk of going hungry, according to the program
website.
Dr. Dorsett made a motion
for the agenda item. Board
member Kevin Amack seconded, stating, “for the sake of a
conversation, I think it would
be good if we took a vote and
put it to bed.”
Other board members then
presented their concerns.
Tom Allen: “My first concern is when I was a teacher my
children qualified for reduced
lunch also. Unless those numbers have changed considerably, I don’t see the red flags.
Next concern is we’re looking
at a million dollar deficit. After
that, special districts are subject
to spending their money which
fits their mission and I wonder
if this does fit the mission, specifically.” He also noted there
are two heavily used food banks
in town. “If any family is truly
in need, there are not one but
two outlets for them.”
Dr. Dorsett responded, “in
terms of the mission, our mission is to help kids learn. A
child who is poorly nourished
does not learn in that regard. In
terms of the food bank, we’ve
all seen the line to the Food
Bank of the Rockies in the last
three months. It seems to me to
indicate there’s a big need in
this community for those meals.
It seems to me there is a demonstrated need to help our kids.”
Board member David

Smith discussed necessary staff
required to prepare and deliver
the meals, as well as potential
issues with food supply.
Selle responded the district had not seen a significant
increase in food supply costs
due to the effects of the pandemic yet, but that food orders
had fallen off substantially in
the last three months, so calculating true costs was difficult.
Selle was also concerned about
funding. “In a normal circumstance, the funding that’s available for food service programs
in a district is rarely enough
to cover all of our costs. That
could be a little different for
the summer food programs. My
guess is there would be some
cost for the district. I don’t
know if it would be a negligible
cost or not, but there’s probably
some cost.”
According to the SFSP
website, “free meals that meet
Federal nutrition guidelines
are provided to all children at
approved SFSP sites in areas
with significant concentrations
of low-income children.” The
school district would sign up as
the “sponsor” for the program.
“Sponsors receive Federal
reimbursement from the state
agency to cover the administrative and operating costs of
preparing and serving meals to
eligible children at one or more
meal sites,” the website states.
Selle continued, “...One of
the concerns I have is capacity,
both from a financial standpoint
and from an employee standpoint. A summer feeding program is more of a program for
a philanthropic organization.”
Board member Laurie
Simonsen asked who would
qualify for the programs, and
whether there was already a
program through public health
or social services. According
to Rio Blanco County Human
Services
Director
Barb
Bofinger, there is no such program currently in place through
the county.
Dr. Dorsett reiterated he

thought the cost would be covered through associated program grants.
The board voted six to one
against the motion, with Dr.
Dorsett the sole “yes” vote.
COVID-19
SAFETY
PRECAUTIONS
The next item on the agenda
was COVID-19 Protocols for
School Board Meetings. Selle
stated, “These are your meetings and you kind of decide
how they operate. As a board,
you could approve it as presented, not approve at all, amend,
it’s really kind of at your discretion as a board.”
The protocols align loosely
with what was asked of teachers during their spring meetings with students, and with
summer activity requirements
for students. The policy would
be re-evaluated at each monthly meeting as circumstances
change. It set forth several bullet point items, including: board
members and meeting attendees
with symptoms, or those who
have been in proximity to others exhibiting symptoms, would
not attend board meetings in
person meeting attendees would
be screened before entering a
board meeting with a written
questionnaire listing common
symptoms of COVID-19 board
members and meeting attendees
would observe social distancing, hand washing before and
after a meeting, face coverings
in school facilities and during
the meeting, no more than 10
people in a group, and staggered entry and exit community members would continue to
attend meetings virtually only
cleaning of high touch surfaces
immediately before and after
the board meeting with a CDCapproved disinfectant would
continue The proposed policy
stated, “Board members and
meeting attendees who do not
adhere to the above guidelines
will be asked to leave school
district property and attend the
meeting virtually via the online

link provided.”
After a motion by Dr.
Dorsett, deVergie presented
concerns about responding to
the questionnaire in writing as
a potential liability risk, a concern echoed by Smith. Dorsett
suggested amending the item
about the questionnaire.
Selle explained the “writing”
in the proposed policy referred
to writing your name on the
form, and would be nebulous
as to whether it was an actual
signature or not. According to
Selle, it is more restrictive than
the information in the county
variance.
“You don’t have to do any of
this stuff. The way the county
variance is written and the way
the executive orders are, as a
board, you’re not obligated to
do any of these things,” Selle
said. “There’s been some different opinions and some different
feelings. I think it’s probably
good for the board to express its
will of how these meetings will
be conducted and what precautions should be taken. To me,
that’s really what this document
is about. But they’re your meetings,” Selle said.
Allen and Dorsett voted in
favor of an amended motion
without the written questionnaire portion. Amack, deVergie,
Ridings, Simonsen and Smith
voted against official safety
protocols. The vote prompted
Dorsett and Smith to state they
will be resigning from the board,
albeit for different reasons. As
of press time Wednesday, Selle
said he had not received any letters of resignation from board
members.
After the board adjourned,
members discussed voluntarily
posting signage with COVID19 symptoms, continued use
of masks and spacing, leaving
the item on the agenda if circumstances change and other
COVID-19-related issues at
length.
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Interviews with commissioner candidates Avey and Gates
By HT STAFF
editor@ht1885.com
RBC I The HT interviewed both candidates for the open commissioner’s seat this week. Their responses below have been edited for clarity and brevity, and some of the questions have been omitted for length.
View a full video of each candidate interview on our Facebook page or YouTube channel, or listen to them on the Rio Blanco County News podcast.
MONA AVEY
Q: The next board of commissioners is going to face a big challenge as far as the budget goes. If you’re
elected, knowing what you now know about the county budget, where do you think cuts could be made
while maintaining critical services, and what do you define as critical services?
It’s always hard when you’re looking for areas to cut and I’ve had to do that in the past at one of my jobs. I
think that in any business organization or whatever that’s been going along well for a number of years you are
going to find you have to start looking at what can be cut, you’re going to find areas that can be cut. I think Rio
Blanco County has been fortunate and they’ve had kind of a good run. Now we’re looking down the road and it
doesn’t look so good. I think some of those decisions are gonna be tough. It’s gonna be very necessary for the
commissioners to be tough, as well, but compassionate.
Q: Everybody is in agreement that in order to continue to thrive, grow, develop, we need to diversify
economically. What are some ideas that you have for how we go about that.
I think that the county’s economic development department does a good job. I also know that not everybody
agrees with me on that point, but I do think they do a good job. What makes them work well and accomplish
what they’re hoping to accomplish is if our communities buy into it. If they fight it and just get like ‘OK, they
didn’t do anything for us or we suffered through this and nobody helped us,’ it’s not going to work. Is there
going to be any magic pie in the sky to pull a slice of and fix everything? No. I think a lot of it is going to be
having patience, looking to see what we can find that will fit into this area this environment with these rural
communities. We’ve counted on our fossil fuels for a long time. Bringing stuff in to take that place is gonna
be hard. When I was out talking to some of the folks, they’re ready to pack up and leave, there’s not anything
here for them. They didn’t have any ideas to give me back either. I don’t have any really great ideas in that and
I think that comes from not having all the information at my fingertips to work with.
Q: As you’ve been out pounding the streets is that one of the concerns you’ve heard from people?
Number one they want to know if I’m Republican or Democrat, which is interesting, but the fossil fuels and
the oil and gas was a big one, the loss of coal mine jobs was another one.
One of the questions I was asked was would I support marijuana shops in Rio Blanco County. I would not
support them. Someone asked, ‘Have you really researched them?’ I have not. If I was in the position, I would
research that. Whether it made a difference in my opinion remains to be seen. I just hate to see the success of
our small businesses riding piggyback on marijuana shops that could be gone the next day if the trend changes.
Q: We all have our own personal opinions and beliefs and standards. How would you go about making the decision as an elected official?
I’m married to a retired law enforcement officer who worked narcotics. I would have to work really hard to
separate that out. I would want to say that the good of the county would be in the forefront of my mind and not
some personal thing that I have going on.
Q: More information would possibly lead you to change your opinion or change your mind?
I don’t want to be locked into just my opinion because I think that as you learn more and you get more different options from different folks there is a large chance you’re going to change your thought process, maybe
even work out a compromise and I think that’s only good,
Q: There’s an idea the commissioners need to present a unified front and vote the same way. What
are your thoughts on that?
I believe the commissioners should be a unified front. I don’t believe they all have to vote the same. If I
was to get elected, I don’t know if I’m going to vote the same way and I want to be able to feel comfortable
saying I don’t agree with this so I’m not going to vote this way, and I would hope that that would be accepted.
I firmly think that if they don’t agree with my thought process they are going to tell me and I wouldn’t want
anything less from them.
Q: County government is one of the largest employers in the county. What’s your management style?
I’ve always thought that you need to talk to your folks. If they can have even a basic understanding of what
you’re doing and how you’re doing it, you will have better response from them. They may not like it, they may
not agree with it, but if you’re open and upfront with them, they’ll accept it much better.
I love an open door policy. If I should be elected, I don’t plan to be sitting at home. I know there are a lot
of out of town meetings to be attended but I also know there is time that has to be spent within the county and
that’s really what I want to do. With the way that it’s set up right now the department heads are split between the
three commissioners and the way I understood that was going to be was for budget purposes. I think it’s gone
beyond that. I’m not sure how I feel about that. Everywhere I’ve ever worked you have your chain of command.
I’m also a big believer in the human resources department and I think that difficulties need to go there and be
worked out and if not they should come further. If a staff member came to see me with a problem that hasn’t
been discussed with a supervisor I’d send them right back.
Q: How do you balance the need to give the county a voice at the state level and the day to day needs
of the county?
I would look at the three commissioners’ really strong points and where their time with their strongest points
best serves the county. Between them they have to come to some kind of working arrangement to meet the needs
at the state level and at home.
Q: How do you define our customs and our culture as a county based on the mission statement?
I’ve found that a mission statement can be really, really good or it can be so vague it doesn’t say anything
at all. It leaves it up to the person’s perception, which doesn’t always end up to be what the people wanted it to
be in the first place. I think the mission statement is a work in progress. As time changes and people change in
position and we move forward and back it constantly needs to be looked at so it does say what the county wants
it to say. The mission statement 10 years ago may not fit today.
Q: What does that mean to you, the culture and custom?
To me it was cowboys — ranchers — and then you had your oil field come in so it was either roughnecks or
cowboys. Customs — I like the easy kind of laid-back atmosphere that we have. To me it’s more of your small
town, your rural, your friendly folks, being able to visit in the grocery store or in the post office or wherever
you go.
Q: How long have you been going to county commissioner meetings? I went a few times when I was
working at the assessor’s office and then when I retired I started going full time as my hobby. It’s what I told
everybody at the courthouse — that was going to be my hobby. So two and a half years about.
Q: What is the most important thing you’ve learned?
I think that one of the big things I learned was that they have and they do talk about some of this stuff behind
the scenes and I guess that is OK as long as they are not making decisions behind the scenes. If I was to be elected and we’re voting on something I feel is important I want to be able to have that little bit of time to discuss
so I can make things clearer in my mind or solidify how I’m going to vote. I think there has to be some way to
discuss that to a certain extent. I really do think the people’s business is the people’s business and they have the
right to know, but I also think we have to have some way of talking about it so we can make good decisions.

ELKS SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS ...

TY GATES
Q: If you’re elected, knowing what you know now about the county’s budget, where would you begin
looking to make changes to balance the budget and maintain critical services, and what do you define as
critical services?
I think first of all you have to look at all the departments on an individual basis and figure out strengths,
weaknesses, familiarize yourself with them and understand, really understand what they do. I think it’s going to
be very tough times, you’re absolutely right, and I think really diving down, understanding what they do, why
they do it and and how they do it and figure out where we can cut from there — that would be the number one
thing I would plan on doing.
To some extent every department in the county is critical. But if I really had to define critical, I think obviously our emergency services, public health — with the current pandemic that’s been a huge department — and
same with human services. They have been phenomenal in dealing with this crisis and making sure our citizens
are taken care of. But then you also have to look at the flip side of the coin dealing with essential services and
emergency medical services. Road and bridge is critical, if the emergency services cannot get to the people that
need it.
Q: What ideas do you have for diversifying the economy.
That’s a very interesting question and I think we should be really trying to capitalize on that right now with
the pandemic. When COVID started and the stay-at-home order was in place and now we’re moved into the
safer-at-home, I think that we should be out looking at outside people with our broadband project that we have
within the county. A lot of people have learned, a lot of companies have learned that people can work from home
and they’re very effective and very efficient. That’s just one aspect of it, but I think really utilizing what we have
at our fingertips and the current environment we’re in, I think we have a lot of opportunity.
Q: As you’ve gone out and talked to residents, been out and about in the county, what are you hearing
from people about their concerns and what they want from the county commissioners?
The biggest thing I’ve heard is they want their voices to be heard. They don’t want somebody to go in there
with an agenda. They want somebody to go in there with an open mind, which is what I’ve campaigned on from
the get go. I don’t have any personal agendas going into this.
A lot of their concerns are based around the economic impacts of the current pandemic that we’re in with
the legislation, the Senate bills that are being passed. Just last week a new one was proposed, 217 for law
enforcement, the immunizations for our kids going to school, there’s so many laws and regulations and rules
that are trying to be implemented right now. I think that’s the number one thing we should be cognizant of. But
I do believe that most people’s concerns are the economic impact of and how can the county survive and stay
viable and feasible. Our small businesses are an integral part of our community, and really unifying both ends
of the county. We spend a lot of time fighting each other on those issues when we can really take that time and
that energy and come together as a county, as one, and fight the bigger fight at the state and federal level.
Q: At the state level, how would you go about doing that as a commissioner and balance your day to
day duties?
I think being part of AGNC and Club 20 and things like that where you can unify counties, you’re going to
have a bigger voice at the state level. If you can build an alliance, build the relationships, which I have a lot of
those relationships in place right now, but if you that team and that framework behind you then I think you’re
going to get a lot more bang for your buck, if you will.
Q: How do you define our customs and our culture as a county based on the mission statement?
Right now if I had to define the customs and cultures of Rio Blanco County, right now I would say that
we’re (a) very tight-knit, very independent and self-sufficient county. I think we’re heavily reliant on oil and
gas industry. Our roots and cultures go back to our ag industry. Agriculture, outdoor recreation that’s always
played a big part. I don’t know what it’s going to look like in 10 years, but I do think being flexible and not so
stuck in your ways and hard-headed and, “this is the way we used to do it or have always done it.” We need to
get out of that mindset and really focus on our future. You can’t move forward looking backward. You have to
look forward to move forward.
Q: What is your position on marijuana within the county?
I have been asked that, as well. Personally, I do not use marijuana. I do not have anything against people
that choose to use marijuana. It is legal in our state. I think the medical purposes behind marijuana are very
beneficial to people but if it’s referring to having a dispensary in our county, I would not be for that for a couple
reasons. Number one, I firmly believe that we’ve missed the boat on that. When the dispensaries popped up,
they popped up rapidly. Number two, we’re surrounded by dispensaries, to get to Meeker you’re going to have
to drive past a dispensary. I don’t think you’re gonna get a lot of business at a dispensary in Rio Blanco County.
Those people in my opinion would not want somebody to see their vehicle in front of that, whether that’s tied
to medical marijuana or recreational. So I would be opposed to it just because I don’t think the benefits would
really be there for the county to really thrive off of.
Q: If someone showed you an economic benefit and had the numbers to back it up, how would you
make that decision separate from your own personal standpoint?
I’m open to any and all ideas. I’m not so hardheaded and think that my way is always the right way. If I
make a decision and somebody can prove to me that I was wrong I’ll be the very first one to stand up and admit
that, ‘Hey I’m wrong. I made the decision because A, B and C.’ So if somebody came to me with that, I would
definitely entertain the idea and then I think it would come down to the constituents in Rio Blanco County as
to if they would want that or not. I don’t think a decision like that should come from the commissioners alone.
I think the residents of Rio Blanco County should have a say in something like that.
Q: What other questions and concerns have you heard?
We’ve had some conversations about the Wolf Creek Reservoir, other economic drivers that could go along
with that. There’s a lot of benefits coming from that.
Q: How do you feel about the board having to have a unified front and voting together?
I think having a discussion and agreeing to disagree is healthy. That’s what a commissioner is elected for,
that’s what any elected official is elected for. I think having conversations, professional conversations — we
want to keep everything professional — but no, I don’t believe one size fits all. It’s OK to disagree on something
or have a different viewpoint. I think at the end of the day you have to be able to walk away and still have that
working relationship, that healthy relationship.
Q: There’s been some discussion about how much interaction goes on behind the scenes. How do you
avoid that?
Some of the people I’ve talked to, past boards even further back they would have those discussions during
the meeting. I think that’s beneficial, that’s healthy for the media, for the general public, for everybody to hear
and see where the individuals, where I stand on it, where another fellow commissioner would stand on something. I don’t think everything needs to be decided ahead of time. I think that there are going to be some things
that special meetings will have to be called for and where decisions are going to have to be made, but I think
having more discussion during the meeting – it’s not a race to see how fast we can get through the meeting.
Q: The county government is one of the largest employers in the county. What’s your management
style?
So one of my very first posts when I announced I used the analogy of a big wheel with a bunch of spokes
in it, and each county employee represents one of those spokes, including commissioner. I think a county commissioner is no different than any other county employee. We’re all there to perform a job. Micromanaging is
definitely not my style. Either you have faith and trust in your department heads, if you don’t figure out why
and make the appropriate corrections, but don’t get down into the weeds.
As far as a healthy working relationship, I think if you have the chain of command in place, the commissioners are unified command. There’s three commissioners at the top and their job is to set the objectives. You
let your department heads figure out the tactics and how to perform that. My management style is not sitting
over somebody’s shoulder and micromanaging or telling them you should do this or do that. They are the professionals, that’s their job.
Q: How much time do you think you would end up spending at the capitol?
I think it would depend on the topic and how it would impact Rio Blanco County as a whole. I’ve actually
as the emergency manager got the opportunity to go to the capitol and testify on wildland fires. I got to see
the interaction with the board of county commissioners, AGNC and then myself. I think if you have that bond,
that relationship with AGNC, maybe it’s not a Rio Blanco County Commissioner going all the time, maybe it’s
another commissioner from another adjoining county that would go handle that.
Q: Anything else?
I believe at one of our forums that we had, but one thing I don’t think we’ve really touched on from the
economic standpoint is the hospital tourism. I think there’s an another opportunity there to really capitalize on
what the hospitals are already building and have implemented. There’s some opportunity there that we can also
capitalize on.
I have been asked why would I leave a job that I can retire from. My wife and I had to do a lot of soul
searching but I felt this is the right move and the next step.
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On behalf of The Elks National Foundation and The Colorado Elks Association
Hannah Wilkie and Dylan LeBleu were awarded scholarships in the amount of
$500 each. Pictured with Hannah and Dylan is Rangely lodge scholarship chairman Jeff LeBleu.
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Sponsored by:

Worship Service
Sunday 10 a.m. @ 381 Market St.

Combining the light of the church with the love of the family
to make the greatest impact on the next generation of Meeker’s kids!

Nursery & Kid’s Ministries infant-6th grade

For more information go to meekerassembly.org/ministries/children

...that will be all about super heroes!

We’re meeting today to start a club...

Newspaper Fun!
www.readingclubfun.com
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Super Heroes!
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You can find
superhero stories
in books, comics,
cartoons
and movies.

ZiP!

sidekicks

Super heroes are make-believe
people who constantly help or
protect others. Oh, and they have
super powers that let them do it!

!
ZAP!
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My super powers
are a combination of
cold, water, and ice.
Obviously, the cold
does not bother me!
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Who Are These Popular Super Heroes?

protect

7

W __ m __ n

3. H __ lk
4. N __ nj __
5. T __ __n

T __ rtl __ s

These popular super heroes have
T __ t __ ns Go been created by: 1, 2, 5, 10 (c) DC Comics;

6. W __ lv __ r __ n __

3, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11 (c) Marvel Comics;
4 (c) Archie Comics; 12 (c) Walt Disney Studios
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Whew! It’s
been a long
night. Let’s go
home.

bol

team
A. shooting beams of
energy from eyes
B. cannot be seen
C. hover and travel
above the ground
D. control people’s will
E. recover from injury quickly
F. move things with your mind

1. flight
2. telekinesis
3. invisibility
4. healing
5. mind control
6. laser vision

This is a 2-part puzzle!
1. Match the super powers to what
they let the super hero do.
2. Next, find and circle all the super
powers in the Super emblem.
A. move amazingly fast
B. see through walls
C. cannot die
D. protective wall of energy
E. instantly move anywhere
F. read minds, communicate
without talking

1. telepathy
2. speed
3. X-ray vision
4. immortality
5. force field
6. teleportation

Fill in the blanks to spell the names of famous super heroes!

WWHH

FF

F
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My super powers are a
combination of fire, flames
and heat. Obviously, I am
fireproof too!
Lots of other super heroes
are heroes to me too!

D
L
I
X
I
M
Y
O
I
A
A
K
S
F
I
S
G
T
Y

MM
OO

1. S __ p __ r m __ n

fight
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Read the clues to fill in
t
crime
eou
the Super Hero puzzle:
hid
1. have super __________ like invisibility or super strength
Heigh Ho! Heigh Ho!
9
2. use powers to ___________ for what’s right!
Off to another day of work at
3. get to the scene of the crime using speedy __________
the Super Hero hideaway I go!
4. have an amazing story explaining how they __________
10
from regular people into heroes
13
5. have a secret ____________ for laying low, storing their equipment
12
6. use high-tech __________ to give them an edge
7. dress in flashy __________ so people know who they are
8. train __________ to help them take on the bad guys
14
9. put themselves in harm’s way to __________ people
powers
10. watch for __________ from the police or listen for a ringing hotline
15
11. put a __________ on their chests so they are easy to spot
12. may be found in graphic novels, __________ books or cartoons and movies
13. fight__________
Ice and
14. use a secret ___________ so no one knows who they are
y costum
es
identit
15. may work alone, but often are part of a __________
Fire Duo!

Super Power
Fun!
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No need to rush too much,
Glade. I can see that Pinch is
inside his bubble force shield
and has the insane shark
situation in hand!

Kids: color
stuff in!
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DAYS GONE BY
The Meeker Herald
125 years ago
n The Nine-mile hill road
has been closed, the road around
the hill being the county road.
I shall prosecute any person
tampering with the fences of my

ranch. W.P. Herrick.
n There are over 500,000
telephones in service in the
United States.
n It is reported that gold
has been discovered again on
Miller creek, but — don’t all
rush in and gobble up the whole
country the first thing.

n
Last week’s chilling
weather damaged gardens to
quite a considerable extent in
this vicinity and above.

The Meeker Herald
100 years ago

n
All users of water for
garden irrigation purposes are
requested to use nozzles on their
hose, and to turn off the water
when not being used. Owing to
continued breaks in the pipe lines
(due to the worn out condition of
the mains) the pressure has to be
kept low; hence, shortage in the

supply of water. Waste no water.
n The county has received a
large quantity of T.N.T. which has
been stored for safety purposes
on the John Smith ranch, upper
end of the mesa. All persons are
warned to keep away from this
very dangerous stuff.
n A.E. Rees was exchanging
greetings with his many town
friends yesterday. Mr. and Mrs.
Rees returned from California
last week. “Dad” is still more or
less disabled from the effects of
the bad accident he had on the
Coast last winter, so will have to
take things easy this summer.

The Meeker Herald
50 years ago
n
Entertaining at the
Oldtimers reunion here Saturday
night was this group of Meeker
people square dancing to one
of their favorite old time tunes,
called by “Spec” Clapper.
n
Three Meeker young
people were injured about 2:50
p.m. Wednesday when the station
wagon in which they were riding
rolled over 1-½ times three miles
east of Meeker on Highway 132.
n Mrs. Elouise Bailey, who
ranches and farms on Strawberry
Creek, has a flowing artesian
well, and at no cost, thanks to
a seismograph crew for Humble
Oil Co

The Meeker Herald
25 years ago

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: FATHER’S DAY
ACROSS
1. Kind of lively dance
6. Greenwich time
9. Pilgrimage to Mecca
13. Belittle
14. A note to follow soh
15. Annie Oakley’s show
16. Hipbone-related
17. Chicago to Detroit direction
18. Historical period
19. *Most gifted Father’s Day gift?
21. *a.k.a. Father of the Constitution
23. Have a cold, e.g.
24. Bog deposit
25. Styling product
28. Not yet final, in law
30. Squirrels away
35. “Metamorphoses” poet
37. Antioxidants-rich berry
39. Text that precedes the main text

40. Car brand, e.g.
41. *”Full House” father
43. Brazilian indigenous people
44. a.k.a. dropsy
46. Precedes shine
47. Paving stone
48. Early TV manufacturer
50. Bayonet wound
52. “Zip it!”
53. Popular form of communication
55. Part of a match
57. *Christopher Robin’s father
61. *Father known as “one-shot” Finch
65. Largest deer
66. *Richard Bobbsey’s offspring
68. Precedes desist
69. Cuckoo
70. Friedrich Schiller’s “___ to Joy”
71. Personnel person
72. Job for a body shop
73. Parent’s order
74. Wrestling’s ___ the Giant

DOWN
1. It’s equivalent to pain?
2. Sound mind, ____ body
3. Not of the cloth
4. Japanese port
5. Jelly ingredient
6. High school club
7. *Boy’s father in “The Road”
8. Recurring melody
9. Shoshonean people
10. Without further ____, pl.
11. 1920s art style
12. *John-John’s father
15. Cow’s favorite grass?
20. Homer’s classic
22. Pleasurable interjection
24. Adrian Brody in 2002 film
25. *Wednesday’s father
26. Dodge
27. Compare
29. *Antithesis to Mufasa
31. Liberal pursuits

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

Quarterly Lodging Tax meeting will be held on June
12 at 3:00 at Elk Mountain Inn. If you have a request
please drop off a copy before the meeting at Elk
Mountain or with Melinda Parker or Dan Schwartz.

STATEMENT of the amount due and unpaid on
account of such claims.
2) All such claims shall be filed with Clint Chappell,
Road and Bridge Coordinator, Rio Blanco County
Public Facilities Department, 570 2nd Street, Meeker, Colorado 81641 on or before July 10, 2020.
3) Failure on the part of a creditor to file such a
statement will relieve Rio Blanco County from any
and all liability for such claim.
Dated at Meeker, Colorado this the 1st day of
June, 2020.
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF RIO
BLANCO COUNTY
BY JEFF RECTOR, CHAIRMAN
Published: June 11 & 18, 2020
Rio Blanco Herald Times

VI. Approval of Monthly Disbursements
VII. Public Participation
This is an opportunity for Citizens to bring comments and questions to the Board of Trustees not
being addressed in the Regular Meeting Agenda.
In consideration of other regularly scheduled agenda items, comments will be limited to 3 minutes or
less. Citizens are asked to approach the podium
state their name and address for the record.
VIII. Staff Updates
IX. Public Hearings:
a. Request from Meeker Arts and Cultural Council
for a Special Event Liquor Permit for the Meeker
Palooza Events on the Courthouse lawn, 555 Main
St., on June 26, July 17, and July 31, 2020.
b. Request from Meeker Lions Club for a Special
Event Liquor Permit for the RBC Fairgrounds
Grandstands, 700 Sulphur Cr., Rd., on July 3rd and
4th, 2020.
X. New Business:
a. Presentation by Marlo Coates, Colorado CPA,
of the Town’s 2019 Financial Audit.
b. Request from Doug Merrel, Networking of the
Rockies, regarding billing changes for IT Services.
c. Consideration of Resolution 7, Series 2020
establishing a committee to approve events located
on Town property during the COVID-19 pandemic.
d. Discussion regarding mosquito control
measures.
XI. Mayor’s Remarks
XII. Town Manager’s Report
XIII. Town Attorney’s Report
XIV. Other Board Business
XV. Adjournment
Published: June 11, 2020
Rio Blanco Herald Times

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Oscar K. Ridgeway, a/k/a Oscar Kenneth Ridgeway, a/k/a Oscar Ridgeway, Deceased
Case Number 2020PR4
All persons having claims against the above-named
estate are required to present them to the personal
representative or to District Court of Rio Blanco
County, Colorado on or before October 5, 2020, or
the claims may be forever barred.Catherine Eileen
McDaugale
Personal Representative
9705 Eagle River Street
Littleton, CO 80125
Published: June 4, 11 and 18, 2020
Rio Blanco Herald Times
PUBLIC NOTICE
CUT AND REMOVE WEEDS
Meeker Municipal Code Sections 8.20.104 and
8.20.105 requires that owners of land within the
Town or any agent in charge of such property are
required to cut and remove the weeds and brush,
including weeds that have grown along alleys and
in the public right-of-way adjacent to such property.
Weeds and brush must be maintained to a length
no greater than a height of 12 inches at all times.
A written notice may be served upon the owner
or agent if not complied with by the 20th of June,
the owner may be cited and required to appear in
Municipal Court or the Town will cut the weeds and
assess a tax lien against the property in which the
weeds and brush have been removed.
By: Lisa Cook, Town Administrator
Published: June 4th and 11th, 2020
Rio Blanco Herald Times
NOTICE OF FINAL CONTRACTOR
SETTLEMENT
RIO BLANCO COUNTY
2020 CRACKFILL PROJECT
NOTICE is hereby given that on the 14th day of
July, 2020 at Meeker, Colorado, final settlement
will be authorized by the Rio Blanco County Board
of County Commissioners with CKC Field Service,
LLC dba CKC Asphalt of P O Box 184, Altamont,
UT 84001 for all work done by said CONTRACTOR on the project known as Rio Blanco County
2020 Crackfill Project.
1) Any person, co-partnership, association, or
corporation who has an unpaid claim against the
said project may at any time, up to and including
the date specified in item 2 below, file a VERIFIED

PUBLIC NOTICE
Rio Blanco County is seeking a Contractor for the
2020 Rio Blanco County Heating Ventilation and
Air Conditioning Systems Preventive Maintenance
Services in Meeker and Rangely, Colorado. The
intent of this Invitation for Bid is to have a Contractor submit a Bid to specifically address the services
required, fee, and provide a well-considered plan of
execution for those services. The Bid Documents
must be received by mail no later than Monday,
June 22, 2020, or hand delivery no later than 11:00
A.M., Mountain Daylight Time, on Tuesday, June
23, 2020, to 555 Main Street, Meeker Colorado
81641. Bid Documents can be picked up at the
RBC Courthouse 555 Main Street, Meeker CO, or
downloaded from the Rio Blanco County Webpage
Bid Postings at https://www.rbc.us/bids.aspx.
Published: June 11 and 18, 2020
Rio Blanco Herald Times

TOWN OF MEEKER
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Tuesday, June 16, 2020
7:00 P.M. Board Meeting
Town Hall
345 Market Street, Meeker, CO
6:00 P.M. Work Session
Presentation by Chris Hale, Mountain Cross Engineering, of the updated review for the Meeker
Landslide study.
In order to comply with the Governor’s
Executive Order D 2020 044 dated April 26, 2020
prohibiting public gatherings in public places of
ten (10) persons or more the public is invited to
attend by telephone by calling 970-878-8091.
I. Call to Order
II. Pledge of Allegiance
III. Roll Call
IV. Approval of the Agenda
V. Approval of the Previous Minutes

RIO BLANCO COUNTY
RANGELY AIRPORT DRAINAGE I
MPROVEMENT PROJECT
FAA A.I.P. No. 03-08-0047-014-2020
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
Sealed Bids for the construction of project, will
be received by RIO BLANCO COUNTY, at the
office of the RIO BLANCO COUNTY, at the RIO
BLANCO COUNTY BUILDING located at 555
MAIN STREET, MEEKER, CO 81641 until 4:00
PM local time on JUNE 25TH, 2020. If mailing
please send to PO Box 599, MEEKER, CO 81641.
The bids will be publicly opened and read aloud
in the presence of Bidders at 4:30 PM on JUNE
25TH, 2020 via Skype teleconference meeting
so that the public can listen to the bids being
opened and read aloud. The public will not be
allowed in the room due to COVID-19 social
distancing requirements.
The project is 1 bid schedule. Bid Schedule 1
includes: replacing a culvert that runs under

n Two Meeker teens were
seriously injured June 7 on RBC
63 when the four wheel all terrain
vehicle on which they were riding
struck a cattle guard.
n The Rio Blanco County
Sheriff has closed the White
RIver to all vessels except white
water canoes and kayaks.
n
Buckshot and Shannon
Sheridan are pleased to announce
the birth of their new son, Colton
John McHatton Sheridan.

32. Don Giovanni and such
33. Echo sounder output
34. *a.k.a. the father of modern
economics
36. “Indecent Proposal” star Moore
38. Research facil.
42. Used for raising
45. U.K. Prime Minister, 1945-51
49. Lady lobster
51. “You ____!”
54. Xe
56. Make a connection, two words
57. In the thick of
58. Steak condiment
59. Express complant
60. Antonym of is
61. All over again
62. *Popular Father’s Day greeting
63. Olympic cast-out
64. Bone-dry
67. Commotio

Rangely Times
50 years ago
n Bus Norell of Rio Blanco
was the only cowboy in last
week’s Rangely Days Rodeo to
take two first places, winning the
calf roping event both days.
n
Larry Rohrig of Rifle

won the bull riding event and
finished second in the bareback
bronc riding.
n
The trouble with good
advice is that it usually interferes
with our plans.
n Susan Hillis was selected
as the student to receive the
Outstanding School Service
Award. Herbert Hopkins was
named the E.S.A. Citizen of the
Year and Angela Lowe received
the National Observer Award.
n
John Brainerd of the
Rangely College faculty was
among 10 community college
faculty members to win
University of Colorado graduate
scholarships to attend CU this
summer.

Rangely Times
25 years ago
n
When not working as
a rock-duster at the Deserado
Coal Mine, local outfitter Layne
Wardell takes greenhorns on wild
horse observation trips in Rio
Blanco County.
n
When the stallion
realized we were still walking
toward his herd he trotted toward
us, quivering ears aimed forward
like radar as his mane danced
nervously along his neck. “He’ll
snort in a minute,” Layne said,
right before the powerful looking
black beast stopped, looked us
over and snorted a challenge.
Realizing we posed no immediate
threat, he raced back to the mares
and the colt, herding them off the
rise while warily eyeing us as he
brought up the rear.
n
Rebecca Olree won
1st place in the 15-18 yr. old
girls breaststroke,200 yard
breaststroke and 100 yard
backstroke, breaking three pool
records. Larissa Hinaman won
first place in the 11-12 yr. old
girls 50 yard freestyle, also
breaking a pool record.
n Rangely’s Kenneth Moon
was recently chosen as one of
500 high schoolers from over
150 schools to attend one of the
Colorado Business Week sessions
this summer at the University of
Northern Colorado in Greeley.
n Rangely High School’s
super junior Heather Stanley was
selected as a semifinalist in the
Colorado High School Activities
Associations’ “Interscholastic
Star” awards program.

PUBLIC NOTICES
NOTICE

REAL PROPERTY PURCHASE AT TAX LIEN SALE AND
APPLICATION FOR ISSUANCE OF TREASURER’S DEED
TO: Every person in actual possession or occupancy of the hereinafter described real property, lot or premises, and to the
person in whose name the same was taxed or specially assessed, and to all persons having an interest or title of record in
or to the said premises and to whom it may concern, and more especially to:
. TITMUS JR. & SHAELENE KINNISON
JOHN WAYNE TITMUS SR.
JOHN WAYNE TITMUS JR.
JOHN TITMUS
SHAELENE KINNISON
OCCUPANT
GARY LUCERO
RIO BLANCO COUNTY TREASURER
You and each of you are notified that on NOVEMBER 19, 2014, the then County Treasurer of Rio Blanco County, Colorado,
sold at public tax lien sale to LUCERO, GARY, the following described real property situate in the county of Rio Blanco, State
of Colorado, to-wit:
LOT 85 AND EAST 10 FEET OF LOT 84
CALVAT SUBDIVISION
And a Certificate of Purchase was issued therefore to LUCERO, GARY by the said County Treasurer;
That said tax lien sale was made to satisfy the delinquent taxes assessed against the real property for the year 2013;
That said real property was taxed or specially assessed in the name of TITMUS, JOHN W. JR. & KINNISON, SHAELENE,
for said year 2013;
That a Quit Claim Deed was executed on May 6, 2014 and recorded in the Rio Blanco County Clerk & Recorders Office with
Reception #308928. Transferring ownership of said real property to JOHN W. TITMUS SR;
That on FEBRUARY 20, 2020 said LUCERO, GARY the present holder of the certificate of purchase, have made request to
the Treasurer of said County for a deed to said real property;
That at 10:00 A.M. on SEPTEMBER 15TH, 2020, a Treasurer’s Deed will be issued for the said real property to the said
LUCERO, GARY, unless the same has been redeemed.
Said property may be redeemed from said sale at any time prior the actual execution of said Treasurer’s Deed.
Tax Lien Sale Date: NOVEMBER 19, 2014
Treasurer’s Deed can be issued after NOVEMBER 19, 2017;
Date Deed Scheduled to issue: SEPTEMBER 15, 2020
Redemption Period expires SEPTEMBER 15, 2020, PRIOR to 10:00 A.M

Schedule

TLSC

ASSD Value

Assessed Name

R1000660

2014-00083

4,160

TITMUS, JOHN W. JR. &
KINNISON, SHAELENE
Now assessed to JOHN W.
TITMUS SR. per Quit Claim Deed
Reception #308928 recorded
09/02/2014

Witness my hand this 6TH day of MAY, A.D. 2020.
/S/ Rhonna Waldref, Treasurer, Rio Blanco County, Colorado
Published: MAY 28, 2020; JUNE 4, 2020; JUNE 11, 2020
Published in the Rio Blanco Herald Times
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These pages include a variety of notices required by law to inform the public (that’s you) of the activities of government public servants.
Notices may include meeting agendas, proposed ordinances, tax and budget info, liquor licenses, foreclosures, summonses and bid invitations.
Publication in a newspaper of record distributes this information to taxpayers, provides a third party check on information, and creates a
permanent record of government activities.

ACCESS PUBLIC NOTICES ANYWHERE, ANYTIME, FREE.
PUBLICNOTICECOLORADO.COM
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PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

Connector A2, removing connector A3, and improve
drainage on an existing swale that abuts the GA
Apron.
No bids will be received after the specified hour and
date and may not be withdrawn after the time fixed
for opening them. The Owner reserves the right to
waive irregularities in the bids and reject any and
all bids. No bids will be considered in which the
Proposal, Specifications or any provisions have
been modified.
Bids will be received for a single prime Contract.
Bids shall be on a unit price basis, as indicated
in the Bid Form. The bidder must supply all
information required by the bid or proposal forms
and specifications.
Each bid must be accompanied either by a certified
check, payable to RIO BLANCO COUNTY in the
amount of five percent (5%) of the bid, or by a Bid
Bond in a like amount and executed by an approved
surety company. The check or bond will be retained
by the Owner as liquidated damages if the successful bidder refuses or fails to enter into contract
and performance bond in accord with his bid within
fifteen (15) days after date of notification of award.
Bidders may obtain copies of the Bidding Documents, consisting of a Project Manual, from the
T-O Engineers Contract Bidding Plan Room as
described below.
Printed copies of the Bidding Documents are
available upon request at TO-Engineers.com via
the Contract Bidding tab. Non-refundable shipping
charges apply. Blueprint Specialties in Boise, Idaho
will transmit the Bidding Documents. The shipping
charge amount will depend on the shipping method
selected by the prospective Bidder. The date that
the Bidding Documents are transmitted by Blueprint
Specialties will be considered the Bidder’s date of
receipt of the Bidding Documents. Partial sets of
Bidding Documents will not be available. Neither
Owner nor Engineer will be responsible for full or
partial sets of Bidding Documents, including Addenda if any, obtained from sources other than the
Issuing Office. Interested parties may register, view,
and download the Bidding Documents online at
on the T-O Engineers web site under the Contract
Bidding tab.
The Bidder is advised that construction site aviation
safety is of paramount importance. There is a
Construction Safety Phasing Plan that is part of the
project requirements and the Contractor will need to
conduct his/her operations in strict accordance with
this plan. There are penalty provisions outlined in
the Construction Safety Phasing Plan for noncompliance by the Contractor’s personnel. All costs
associated with the Contractor’s compliance with
this operational plan will be considered incidental
to and included in the prices bid for the actual work
items of the bid schedule.
Rio Blanco County, in accordance with the
provisions of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964
(78 Stat. 252, 42 U.S.C. §§ 2000d to 2000d-4) and
the Regulations, hereby notifies all bidders that it
will affirmatively ensure that any contract entered
into pursuant to this advertisement, disadvantaged
business enterprises will be afforded full and fair opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation
and will not be discriminated against on the grounds
of race, color, or national origin in consideration for
an award.
The Bidder is hereby notified that this project is
subject to FAA Federal Contract Provisions, including, but not limited to: Buy American Preference,
Davis Bacon, Affirmative Action, Government-wide
Debarment and Suspension, and Government-wide
Requirements for Drug-Free Workplace.
A pre-bid conference will be held at 3:00 PM local
time on June 11th, 2020 at the Rangely Airport
Managers Office located at 2248 E Main Street,
Rangely, CO 81648 and via teleconference and
online. Call in information along with a link to view
the presentation live is available below.
Attendance at the pre-bid conference is not mandatory, but strongly encouraged.
Join by Phone
Toll-free number: 800-613-5029		
Passcode: 6848840478#
Toll number: 224-554-0322
Passcode: 6848840478#
Conference ID: 6848840478
4V0 Pre-Bid Meeting Live Video Link: https://meet.
lync.com/toengineersxuwd/apays/LR7CBWD7
Owner: RIO BLANCO COUNTY
By: SAMANTHA LOPEZ
Title: AIRPORTS PROJECT COORDINATOR
Published: June 4, 11 and 18, 2020
Rio Blanco Herald Times

8, Pinyon Park Subdivision, according to the Plat
thereof filed December 5, 1977 as Reception No.
178573, Town of Meeker, Colorado. The request
is for a 3 ft. variance from the required 25 ft. front
yard setbacks to construct a roof structure over
the existing deck footprint on the south side of the
property.
The meeting will be held at Town Hall, 345 Market
Street, downstairs in the Board Room. If you have
comments for or against the application, you are
invited to attend the hearing or submit written
comments, prior to the meeting, to Town Hall,
345 Market Street, Meeker, CO 81641. Further
information is available by contacting Carl Padilla at
Town Hall or by telephone, 970-878-5344, Monday
through Friday.
Published: June 11, 2020
Rio Blanco Herald Times

B. Move to approve/deny an Intergovernmental
Agreement between the Board of County Commissioners of Rio Blanco County, Colorado and
the Town of Rangely for the 2020 Rangely Airport
Waterline Project, with a contribution amount by Rio
Blanco County not to exceed $19,573.78.
7. RESOLUTIONS
A. None
8. OTHER BUSINESS
A. Public Comment
B. County Commissioners Updates
9. PUBLIC HEARINGS
A. None
Adjourn
The agenda is provided for informational purposes
only; all times are approximate. Agenda items will
normally be considered in the order they appear
on the agenda. However, the Board may alter the
Agenda, take breaks during the meeting, work
through the noon hour and even continue an item
for a future meeting date. The Board, while in
session, may consider other items that are brought
before it. Scheduled items may be continued if
the Board is unable to complete the Agenda as
scheduled.
The next regular Board meeting is tentatively
scheduled for June 26 in the
Rio Blanco County Historic Courthouse 555 Main
Street, 3rd Floor Hearing Room Meeker, Colorado
81641. Please check the County’s website for information at http://rbc.us/186/Board-of-County-Commissioners. If you need special accommodations
please call 970-878-9431 in advance of the meeting
so that reasonable accommodations may be made.  
Published: June 11, 2020
Rio Blanco Herald Times

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
The Meeker Planning Commission will hold a public
hearing on Monday, June 15, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. to
consider a variance request for Aaron C. Grimes
and Sarah K.B. Grimes, 975 Pinyon Street – Lot

Board of County Commissioners of
Rio Blanco County, Colorado
Rio Blanco County Annex Building
17497 Hwy 64
Rangely, CO 81648
Tentative Agenda June 16, 2020
Public Comment: Any member of the public may
address the Board on matters which are within the
jurisdiction of the Board. If you are addressing the
Board regarding a matter listed on the Agenda,
you are requested to make your comments when
the Board takes that matter. Please limit your
comments to three minutes per member or five
minutes per group. The public comment time is
not for questions and answers. It is your time to
express your views.
1. 11:00 a.m. Call to order:
A. Pledge of Allegiance
B. Changes to June 16, 2020 Agenda
1)
2)
C. Move to approve the June 16, 2020 Agenda
including any changes.
2. CONSENT AGENDA for June 16, 2020
Items of routine and non-controversial nature are
placed on the consent agenda. Any Commissioner
or member of the audience may request an item be
removed from the Consent Agenda and considered
separately on the regular agenda prior to action
being taken by the Board on the Consent Agenda.
A. Consideration of the Board of County Commissioners of Rio Blanco County, Colorado, Meeting
Minutes of June 9, 2020.
3. BUSINESS
A. None
4. BID OPENINGS
A. None
5. BID AWARDS
A. None
6. MOU’s, CONTRACTS, AND AGREEMENTS
A. Move to approve/deny Request for Reimbursement #4 from T-O Engineers, for the Rangely
Airport Federal Grant #3-08-0047-013-2019, State
Grant #19-4VO-01, in the total amount of $3559.56.
The FFA reimbursement is $3,203.60, the CDOT
reimbursement is $177.98, the RBC Sponsor
Commitment is $177.98. 	 

Eastern Rio Blanco County
911 Emergency Telephone Service Board
Rio Blanco County Sheriff’s Office
Training Room
355 4th Street, Meeker, CO 81641
Board Meeting - June 15, 2020 at 12:00pm
Proposed Agenda
1. Call Meeting to Order
2. Approval of Agenda
3. Approval of the Previous Minutes
Reports
1. Treasurer Report
2. Dispatch Report
Old Business
1. 911 CPE
New Business
1. DSS Contract
Adjournment
Published: June 11, 2020
Rio Blanco Herald Times
The Town of Rangely will be accepting letters
of interest to fill a vacated seat on the Rangely
Development Agency (RDA)/Rangely Development
Corporation (RDC) board. Please submit all letters
to the Town of Rangely, 209 E. Main, Rangely, CO
81648 ATTN: Town Clerk, no later than June 30th.
If you have any questions, please contact Marybel
Cox at (970) 675-8476.
Published: June 11, 2020
Rio Blanco Herald Times

TOWN OF MEEKER
ORDINANCE No. 03-2020
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 18.1.143 OF THE MEEKER MUNICIPAL CODE
WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees has determined it to be reasonable and necessary to amend and
update Chapter 18.1.143, Access, of the Meeker Municipal Code, adopted January of 2006; and
WHEREAS, such amendments and updates are in the best interests of the citizens of the Town of
Meeker; and
WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees finds and determines this Ordinance is reasonably necessary to
promote the legitimate public purposes of the health, safety and welfare of the Town of Meeker and the
inhabitants thereof.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE TOWN OF MEEKER
AS FOLLOWS:
1. Chapter 18.1.143, Access, of the Meeker Municipal Code, is amended in its entirety to read as follows:
“Every building lot shall be designed to have legal and physical access from a public street that
affords ingress and egress for each residence and/or nonresidential use on the property. Primary
access from an easement or alley shall not be allowed with the exception for building lots having
primary access from an easement or alley in existence prior to the adoption of Ordinance No.
03-2020.”
2. Except as specifically modified herein the remaining provisions of the Meeker Municipal Code shall
remain in full force and effect.
3. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this Ordinance is, for any reason,
held to be invalid or unconstitutional by the final decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such
decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance.
EFFECTIVE DATE
This Ordinance shall take effect thirty days after its publication as provided in Section 30-15-405 C.R.S.
INTRODUCED, PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED on June 2, 2020, by a vote of 5 for and 0
against, and ordered published in full in the Rio Blanco Herald Times.
TOWN OF MEEKER
Kent A. Borchard, Mayor
ATTEST:
Amy Tupy, Town Clerk
Published: June 11, 2020
Rio Blanco Herald Times
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SERVICE

MEEKER
The Blind Guy Shades, LLC
Home Repairs
Renovations
Carpentry, Cabinets,
Tile & More
Windows
Doors
Kent Trunck | 720.276.3293 | catrimcon@gmail.com

Bringing Shade to Your Life
Regas K Halandras
Owner
PO Box 677
Meeker, CO 81641

970-629-9714
BlindGuyShades@gmail.com
www.skandiawf.com

Family Automotive

Casey Tech Services, LLC
• Computer Diagnostics & Repair

• Audio/Visual Cabling & Consulting
• Residential & Business
Networking Solutions

262 6th Street | PO Box 476 | Meeker, CO 81641

For ALL
your local computer
support needs!

• Virus & Spyware Clean-up &
Removal

970-878-5606

Complete Automotive Repairs

MARTY CASEY
970.878.4650

support@caseytechservices.com

-Custom Window Coverings
-Add Beauty to Any Window
-Increased Energy Efﬁciency
-Shades, Shutters, Blinds
-Horizontal, Vertical, Black-Out
-Wood & Fabric
-Made in the USA

Computer Diagnostics | Machining | Fabricating | Welding

Phil Mass
Mike Mohr

It’s not rocket science.

Farm Bureau Insurance
James A. Amick

43904 highway 13

Agent

(located behind
Samuelson Hardware)

James.Amick@cfbmic.com

970-878-0000

733 Main St.• PO Box 659• Meeker

Office: 970-878-3664 Fax: 970-878-3415 Cell: 970-942-8524

When you spend $100 at a local
FIREWOOD
business, $68 is reinvested in
● $165.00 per cord or $1.30/cf ●
● Assorted hardwoods ●
● U Select, Load & Haul ●

YOUR COMMUNITY!

HOURS:
#shoplocal #advertiselocal #repeat
Sat.
ads@ht1885.com
970.878.4017
9a-12p
635 E. Market St., Meeker

Auto Glass
Chip Repair

Auto Body
Spray-In Bedliners

YOUR
LetCLIENTS
people know what
AREN’T
MADE
you
have to offer.
OF 1s and 0s.

Advertise here for just $15/week!

REAL-WORLD REACH.

THAT’S THE POWER OF PRINT.

ads@ht1885.com | 970.878.4017
#getreal
970.878.4017 | ADS@HT1885.COM | 304 4TH ST. MEEKER

RANGELY
BRENTON SERVICE COMPANY
Electrical • Refrigeration • Heating
Cooling • HVAC • Appliance Repair

24 HOUR SERVICE
Commercial • Residential • Industrial
970-629-3605 • 970-439-5025
303 W. Main St., Rangely

Ourreaders
readers are
Our
are
yourcustomers!
customers!
your
Advertisehere
herefor
forjust
just$15/week!
$15/week!
Advertise
ads@ht1885.com | 970.878.4017
ads@ht1885.com | 970.878.4017
PO BOX 720, MEEKER, CO 81641

Newspapers. Because Facebook is
full of crazy people.
Advertise here for just $15/week!
ads@ht1885.com | 970.878.4017
PO BOX 720, MEEKER, CO 81641

Stewart Welding

98 County Road 46
• Trailer Axles & Accessories •

24 - Hour Service on Welding & Machine Work

Reflex Spray On Bedliner Dealer

Certified Oilfield Welders
Ed Stewart: 675-2063
SHOP PHONE: 675-8720

RIO BLANCO COUNTY
Critters R Us Pest Control
Personal/Livestock & Property Protection | Wildlife Enhancement & Animal Exlusion Systems

RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER

CLASSIFIEDS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

✥✥✥✥✥
The Upstairs Gallery will be open for
afternoon curbside pickups and private
shopping appointments. Check out the
window for jewelry, pottery and fine art. To
schedule please call or text 970-799-9375
and leave a message.

RBC | Attention Rio Blanco County Veterans:
Veterans may be eligible for mileage
reimbursement for travel costs to receive VA
medical care. If you do not currently receive
VA travel compensation please contact the
Rio Blanco County Veterans Service offices.
Rangely: John ‘Hoot’ Gibson, 970-878-9695.
Meeker: Joe Bob Dungan, 970-878-9690. Travel
compensation is made possible through the
Veterans Trust Fund Grant and VFW Post 5843.
Veterans Service Offices Rio Blanco County:
Veterans Service Officer - Joe Dungan,
Wednesday, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m., County
Administration Building, 200 Main Street Suite
300, Meeker. 878-9690 office, 878-3219 home.
Fax 878-9581. Rangely: Veterans Service
Officer - Hoot Gibson, Tuesday and Thursday, 1
p.m. to 3 p.m., County Annex, 17497 State Hwy
64, Rangely. 878-9695 office, 675-2669 home.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

AA & Al-Anon Meetings - Rangely Alcoholics
Anonymous - Open meetings Tues & Thurs, 7
p.m., 115 Kennedy Dr., St. Timothy’s Episcopal
Church, Rangely.
Al-Anon meets Monday, 8:15 p.m., 207 S.
Sunset, 1st Baptist Church, Rangely. Al-Anon
info call 970-629-5064 or 970-629-2970.
Women’s NA/AA meetings, Monday 1:30 p.m.,
St. Timothy’s.

RIO BLANCO Masonic Lodge #80 meets
2nd and 4th Thursday, 7:00 p.m., at 7th and
Park, Meeker.

FOOD BANK OF THE ROCKIES
Monthly Food Distribution
Rio Blanco County Fairgrounds
@11:30 AM
Thursday, June 25, 2020
Thursday, July 23, 2020
Thursday, August 27, 2020
Thursday, September 24, 2020
Wednesday, October 22, 2020
Wednesday, November 25, 2020
Wednesday, December 23, 2020

SAFEHOUSE

If you are being abused physically or
mentally, you can call SAFEHOUSE for
confidential shelter and help.
878-3131
The Rangely Food Bank is open on Saturdays
from 12:00-2:00 p.m. at 204 E. Rio Blanco. To
donate, please call 970-620-2407.

New Eden Pregnancy Care Services pregnancy tests, emergency supplies, guidance
by trained volunteers, classes on pregnancy
and child care, post-abortion support, referrals.
Meeker: Thursdays, Noon to 5 p.m., 345 Main
Street, Meeker. Email: newedenpcs@gmail.
com or (970)878-5117
Rangely: Mondays, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and
Thursdays, 1 p.m. to 7 p.m., 219 Sunset Avenue
Rangely. Email: newedenrangely@gmail.com
or (970) 675-2300. All services are confidential.

Alcoholics Anonymous
Mon. 7 p.m., Weds. 7 p.m., Fri. 7 p.m.
St. James Church - enter from back
parking lot, meetings are downstairs in
Richards Hall, 4th & Park, Meeker
878-4158 • 878-5919 • 878-5636
Alanon Thurs. 7 p.m. 878-5655

KEVIN AMACK, AGENT

Rangely l Meeker
675-5455

878-4036

BUGS, BED BUGS,
FLIES, SPIDERS &
CRITTERS
Mice, bats, birds, beavers,
squirrels, skunks, raccoons,
voles, snakes & more!

Serving
North West, Western,
Central Colorado,
Southwest Wyoming
& More

970-824-5505
Cell 970-620-1454

Solutions to Your
Pest & Nuisance
Wildlife Problems
Member Colorado Wildlife
Control Operators Association
Insured, Licensed by the
Colorado Department of
Agriculture #14056

ELECTRICAL WORK
OF ALL KINDS

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

DUCEY’S
ELECTRIC

YOUR LOCALLY OWNED
HIGH SPEED INTERNET SERVICE PROVIDER

345 7th Street
Meeker, CO 81641
Your Locally-owned
Internet Service Provider
970-878-4421

Meeker
& Rangely • (970)878-4421
WWW.CIMARRONTELECOMMUNICATIONS.COM

739 East Main Street, Rangely • 563 Market Street, Meeker

675-8368 • Alan Ducey • 878-4144
24-HOUR SERVICE

The HT is now offering:
Graphic design, Print and Digital Campaigns, Ad Design, Social Media
Management, SEO, Branding, Brand Strategy, Logos, Video, Signage,
Banners, Posters, Business Cards, Booklets, Brochures, and more!
Select any option you need or choose a package!
Call or email to set up a FREE consultation!
ads@ht1885.com or 970.878.4017

Open Range Cowboy Church
of Meeker

For more information,
Please call Tom
970-260-6820

ADD YOUR LISTING FOR $15/WEEK. FREE COLOR AND AD DESIGN INCLUDED!
Call 970-878-4017 or email ads@ht1885.com for more info.
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AUCTIONS

GUNS

MISCELLANEOUS

RENTALS: MEEKER

Estate Auction Saturday, June 13th,
10:00 a.m. 1054 19 1/2 Road, Fruita,
Colorado. 3 tractors, 2 pickkups, 2 cards,
3 pt. attachments, 4 wheeler, stock and
hog panels, hand and power tools of all
kinds, chicken nests and feeders, hay,
lawn mowers, tillers, yard are, wood-coal
cook stove, many cool antiques: furniturntoys-trunks-many quilts-traps-Indian
rug-glassware-oil lamps-cast iron-wash
tubs-silver etc., jewelry & coins, piano,
modern furniture, pots-pans-dishesguns-1 old Winchester, small appliances,
horns, mountain lion hides, great auction,
something for everyone. Estate of Larry
& Jeanne Shue. For more info call Steve
Claypoole CP Auction Service 970-2605577. Must see web cpauction.com “Call us
about a sale for you”

FOR SALE: SAVAGE 17 CALIBER HMR BOLT
ACTION 3 CLIPS $300 (970)878-3317.

ASK ABOUT OUR CNC MACHINING Can’t
get a metal part? We can make all kinds of
parts. We have CNC Machine equipment,
lathe and tooling to do the job. Contact
Phil at Family Automotive and Machine.
(970)878-5606.

Two 3 BD 1.5 bath townhouse W & D. $750 &
$775. 1st month and Security. 970-640-4899
for application.

RENTALS: MEEKER

AVAILABLE NOW: Beautiful retail space
downtown at 6th and Main in the historic
Hugus Building. Call 970-878-4138 for details.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
EVENTS MAY BE
Rangely Victim Services: An open door
for the protection and care of abused and
battered persons. Non-emergency call
629-9691. Emergencies call 911. Providing
assistance for victims of violent crimes.

POSTPONED,
CANCELED OR
OTHERWISE CHANGED
WITHOUT NOTICE DUE

AUCTIONS

TO COVID-19. PLEASE

HHHHH
We had to stop the Annual
Consignment Auction do to the
weather on June 6th but we will
resume this Saturday June 13th at
9 am at 2368 S 1500 E(off hwy. 40 in
Vernal. We will not be taking anymore
consignments as we have a lot of
stuff to sell still. We appreciate our
customers and staff so much and look
forward to seeing you this Saturday!
Please call us at 435-828-7424 or go to
www.zjauction.com

CHECK WITH EACH
ENTITY DIRECTLY FOR
DETAILS.

PIONEERS MEDICAL CENTER

MEEKER
SCHOOL
DISTRICT

A community oriented medical center with high patient
standards, is hiring for the following positions:

FULL-TIME: [eligible for benefits]:
n RN–Acute/ED (Days 7am–7pm)
n RN–Acute/ED (Nights 7pm–7am)
n Patient Care Tech (Days 7am–7pm)
n Patient Care Tech (Nights 7pm–7am)
n RN/LPN–Wing (LTC) Days 6am–6pm
n CT/US Tech–Radiology
n CRT or RRT–Cardiopulmonary
n Clinic Supervisor–Ortho
n Medical Assistant–Ortho
n Patient Access Rep–Discharge Desk
n MLT/ML–Lab Shift 2:30pm-11pm
n MLT/ML–Lab Shift 9:30am-6pm
n Cook/Food Service Technician

RE-1

Employment Opportunities

Meeker School District
· Transportation Service Technician
Open until filled

Barone Middle School
· Co-Head Coach Volleyball
· Co-Head Coach Boys’ Basketball
· Head Coach Cross Country
Meeker High School
· Head Coach Girls’ Golf
High School/Middle School
· Choir & Band Teacher*

6/4-6/11

ELDER CARE SERVICES
HHHHH

HELP WANTED
Help Wanted: Ol’ Crows Beer and Beverage.
Contact Joe, 970-220-2029.

STORAGE DEPOT 10x25 unit. 878-4808.

Laborer / Equipment Operator
Must be able to lift 50 lbs and operate
front end loaders. Competitive weekly
pay, pd holidays, health ins, retirement
savings program available. Apply in
person at 3251 CR 4. (970)878-3671.
Welder Outfitting seeking professional food
service and wrangler help.
Please call 970-314-5923
6/11-7/9

HELP WANTED:
SEASONAL

Western Slope In-Home Care
www.westernslopehomecare.com
970-878-7008

Classified Ad Deadline:

Tuesdays, 3 p.m. Call 970-878-4017
or email ads@ht1885.com to place
your ad.

WESTLANDS LLC
Private ranch in the White River Valley
is seeking qualified and detail-oriented
housekeepers. Applicants must be able
to work until August 23rd, work well with
others, and provide several personal
references. Competitive starting wages.
Call (970) 878-3714 for questions or apply
online at www.westlandsranch.com.

970-878-9040

Fully furnished. Available July. 2 BDR, 1.5 BA
townhouse, small fenced backyard, no pets,
no smokers, no drugs. Deposit and references
required. One-year lease. 970-620-0917

Storage units for rent in Meeker.
Rocky Mountain Storage
1251 Market St.
10x10 $50 per mo
5x10 $40 per mo
970-878-3700

Now available - the best office in town
overlooking town square. Call to see. Hugus
Bldg 970-274-6850

RENTALS: RANGELY

CLEAN REMODELED 2BD apartments, inhouse laundry, storage units available, close
to shopping and the downtown area & more.
$595 per month. Western Exposures Realty
LLC (970) 321-2777.
SPACIOUS 2BD/1BA apartments available
immediately. Owner pays trash, sewer, water
and heating. Coin operated laundry on-site.
$550/$600 monthly. 970-756-4895.
Commercial office space available in Hugus
Building, downtown Meeker. 878-4138.

HOMES: MEEKER

SILVER SAGE RV PARK RV

314 E. Main Street.
RV Spaces for rent.
Managers: Dan & Debbie Shadlow
(970)675-2259 or cell: (253)222-3261 or
(253)222-3469

2 BDR/1 BA apt. No pets, n/s. 970-778-5040
Rangely Duplex for Rent 1 or 2 bedroom
duplex -Newly remodeled & landscaped.
Please contact Rodney 970-462-6538 or
Sandy 970-462-6459.

Colorado Statewide
Classified Advertising
Network

For Sale: 14x70 mobile home on 2 acres 4 miles
west of Meeker. 3 BDR/1BA, cistern, $70,000.
970-756-0718 or 970-878-4629

To place a 25-word COSCAN Network ad in 91 Colorado
newspapers for only $300, contact your local newspaper or
call Colorado Press Association Network at 303-571-5117.

6/4-7/2

Submit Resume and/or Application to:
Pioneers Medical Center, HR,
100 Pioneers Medical Center Dr.,
Meeker, Colo., 81641
Visit our Website at:
www.pioneershospital.org

ADA/EOE
Subject to change at any time!
For details and an application, please
visit our website at Meeker.k12.co.us
or Meeker School District Administration
at 555 Garfield St., Meeker, CO

FOR RENT: furnished studio, $425/mo +
deposit. 970-260-8844.

(6/4-6/25)

PRN:
n RN–Acute/ED
n Patient Care Tech (CNA)–Acute/ED
n RN or LPN–LTC
n Certified Nursing Assistant–LTC
n RN–Home Health
n Certified Nursing Assistant–Home Health
n EVS Technician

*Application deadline June 15 at 4 p.m.

(6/4-6/11)

WANTED

COLORADO PRESS
ASSOCIATION NETWORK

Cash for Mineral Rights
Free, no-risk, cash offer. Contact us with the
details:
Call: 720-988-5617
Write: Minerals, PO BOX 3668,
Littleton, CO 80161
Email: opportunity@ecmresourcesinc.com

Buy a 25-word statewide classified line ad in
newspapers across the state of
Colorado for just $300 per week. Ask about
our frequency discounts!
Contact this newspaper or call
Colorado Press Association Network
303-571-5117

Pioneers Medical Center

Phone: (970) 878.5047 Fax: (970) 878.3285
100 Pioneers Medical Center Dr., Meeker, CO 81641
Eastern Rio Blanco County Health Service District

R EAL ESTATE COR NER
MUST SEE!

New home, 1150 Bissell Cir., 3BD,
2BA, 1989 SF two car garage, corner
lot. Beautiful views of the White River
Valley. $350,000. Call to view!

✴

Ma Famiglia Italian Restaurant, 410 Market St. – Business & Real Estate.
Turnkey & Profitable. $695,000!

RESIDENTIAL

NEW HOME UNDER CONSTRUCTION!
1150 Bissell Circle-3BD/2BA, 1898 sq. ft.
home with 2 car garage on a corner lot.
Beautiful view of the White River Valley!
$350,000.
NEW! 540 5th St. Fixer-upper on two lots,
built in 1903 within two blocks of downtown
Meeker. Beautiful trees. $90,000.

RURAL RESIDENTIAL

1083 Boulder Dr., Craig - Wilderness
Ranch cabin, turnkey. $157,000.

RANCHES

Ranch for sale on Strawberry Creek Adjoins BLM, some alfalfa and oat fields,
home workshop, new large metal building, barn and arena. Great location and
outstanding views! Realtor owned. Call for
details!
NEW! 1001 County Rd. 36, Meeker - 145±
acre ranch with 4 BD/3BA home, metal
insulated shop, insulated barn and pipe cor-

✴

rals. Mostly irrigated with water and spring
rights and creek. Only 3 miles from town.
$1,100,000.
VACANT LAND
Vacant lot – 1176 Main St. Reduced to
$19,500
5 acres vacant land in Cross L Estates –
Realtor Owned, Owner Financing. $56,000.
Sanderson Hills Lots – Great building sites!
REDUCED! $28,000/ea.
COMMERCIAL
NEW! 680 Water St., Meeker – 19 Unit
Apartment Complex that is approved for
condominiums. 4 Lots with storage units,
common areas and park with access to
the White River. $1,200,000.
975 Market St. – Commercial Property
located on prime corner location on
Highway 13. $200,000.
Commercial Building on Highway 13
going through Meeker with 4 lots. Very
nice building, fenced-in area in back,
small garage. Realtor owned. $395,000.

Meeker, Colorado
970-878-4715
stevewix@backcountryrealty.com
www.backcountryrealty.com
Member of Craig Board of Realtors & Aspen, Glenwood Springs, Rifle and Craig MLS.
Providing International Exposure of Our Listings Since 1997!
FOR SALE – MEEKER AREA:

*395 6th St.- Residential/Commercial corner lot near post office. 2 story, 4 BR, 2 BA, beautiful hard wood floors,
basement. Previously used as offices, retail and residential. Great location. PRICE REDUCED AGAIN $225,000
*2101 Meath Dr.- 35 acres in Little Beaver Estates 8 miles east of Meeker. Good pasture. Great views. $89,900.
*1751 Bright Water Lane- 39 Acres with White River, irrigated hay meadow, and great home sites. 5,000 sq ft barn with
power, septic & cistern. Borders BLM. 14 miles west off of Hwy 64. Great hunting area. $375,000. SALE PENDING!
*5807 CR 7- Vacant 20 acre parcel, 9 mi. North, on Strawberry Creek. Good home site & viewsl. $75,000.

Experience And Expertise Make All The Difference.
Call Steve Wix - Meeker Native, serving buyers & sellers in the
Meeker area since 1980. Cell 970-629-9990.

Give me a call and visit web sites at: www.backcountryrealty.com and www.realtor.com

All advertising is subject to errors, omissions or changes without notice.

All advertising is subject to errors, omissions, or changes without notice.

1033 W. Market St. Meeker, CO
www.westernexposures.com
970.878.5877

ONEA MILLER ~ Broker
oneamiller@gmail.com
970-321-2777

Alpine West Properties
Visit us or Call for Additional Details

ACREAE  WELL
CR 15 Ranch

HOME  BSI ESS
Bear Mountain Inn

ACREAE  WELL
68804 Hwy. 64

PRICE RECE
880 Cleveland St.

MOIAE SELLERS
410 Cleveland St.

PRICE RECE
1134 Michael Cir.

FOR SALE IN MEEKER
CR 15 Ranch - A rarely available 390±ac property with 2 Wells+3BD|2BA|1,412 SF, log home...$825,500
Bear Mountain Inn - Income producing Bed&Breakfast w/Apartment Unit+Beautiful Yard....$625,000
68804 Hwy 64 - 2BA|2BA Home w/Well, Lg. Shop+Trees located on 2.62±ac in Powell Park...$375,000
880 Cleveland St - Spacious 5BD|2BA family home with fresh updates on 2 Lg. corner lots....$302,000
410 Cleveland St - 2BD|1.75BA|1,732 SF home with nice views, privacy, storage+Lg. garden.....$290,000
10 E Market St - Residential/Hwy.Commercial property with Water/Ice vending machine.....$258,000
1134 Michael Cir - Motivated Sellers! Beautiful 3BD|2.5BA home w/updated open floor plan..$257,000
1947 CR 12 - 3BD|1BA Log cabin with vaulted ceiling and fishing access on the White River....$250,000
1959 CR 12 - 3BD|1BA Log cabin offering a rustic charm, fishing, BLM+Forest access nearby..$250,000
600+610 Garfield St - Single level duplex offering 2BD|1BA per unit w/separate back yards...$200,000
1042 Park Ave - Classic 2 story 3BD|1BA|2,340 SF home w/ rustic barn, 3 Lg. lots+fruit trees..$195,000
440 Cross L - A spectacular 4±ac building lot with 360° views, utilities nearby and irrigation..$85,000
1085 Pinyon St - Two lovely lots ready for building w/ 1 water and sewer tap already paid......$43,000
1346 Sage Ridge Rd......................................................................................................................................SALE PENDING
6321 CR 7..........................................................................................................................................................SALE PENDING
112 Main St......................................................................................................................................................SALE PENDING
1104 Mark Cir......................................................................................................................................................................SOLD
1217 Main St.........................................................................................................................................................................SOLD
FOR SALE IN RANGELY
NEW 102 W Rangely Ave - Gorgeous well kept single level
3BD|2BA home with a great floor plan, spacious rooms, vaulted
ceilings, recessed lighting, walkout dining and a large easy keep
yard. Enjoy central A/C in the summers with this rare home
buying opportunity in a quiet Rangely neighborhood.........$220,000
2534 E. Main St - A spectacular 4BD|2BA home located on 15±ac
w/irrigation water, roller sprinklers & livestock barn. The floor
plan offers abundant space with the master and guest rooms split
for privacy. You'll enjoy the custom finishes throughout..$480,000

Mallari Arnold - Associate Broer
970-4,0-0585
mallari.alpinewest@gmail.com

brooksrealtymeeker.com

LLC

PRICE RECE
10, W Rangely Ave
Alex Plumb - Owner/Broer
970-4,0-8076
sold@alexplumb.realtor

Your Trusted Source for Anything and Everything Real Estate

936 9th
9th S
Stt.

NEW! Meticulously maintained, frame
built home. Fun country kitchen, lots of storage & plenty of parking. All this with 380 SF
deck for enjoying BBQs, sunsets & views.

$338,000
u 550 County Rd. 60 — Sportsmans Delight! 103 acres, 4 BD, 2.5 BA with unfinished full basement. Nice
detached workshop, corrals and loafing sheds. Short distance from HWY 13. $595,000
u 1065-1075 Cleveland St. — Six townhouse units, all 3BD/1 1/2BA with W/D and open living space,
upgrades throughout. Same ownership for 19 years. $498,000 UNDER CONTRACT!
u 1091 Cleveland St. — Vacant lot $29,000 UNDER CONTRACT!

Real-Tea
Roundtable
Wednesday, Sept. 2
7:30 a.m., Wendll’s

Suzan Pelloni
970.623.2900

YourMeekerExpert@gmail.com

40± Unencumbered Acres-1,449’ Riverfront  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,950,000
2204 Rd. 7-618 Acres, 2 Homes, Shop, Grazing Permit .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,760,000
Elk Mountain Inn-21 rooms, Bar, Restaurant, Courtyard  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $975,000
1986 County Road 41-601 Acres, Peaceful Livestock/Hunting .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$879,000
223 8th St. - Wyatt’s Sports Center and Attached Residence  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $775,000
658± Acres, Rd. 143-North of RB Lake, Hunt Unit 11  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $660,000
319± Acres, Rd. 77-Colorow Cabin, Well, Grazing Permit  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $640,000
39970 Hwy. 13  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . PENDING
431 E. Market St.-22± Acres, Shop, Office, Living Quarters  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $549,000
100 Mesa Dr.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . PENDING
1368 Juniper Rd.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . PENDING

29± Acres Up Rd. 8. - Valley Views, Building Area, Fishing  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $320,000
887 Cleveland St.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . PENDING
45304 Hwy. 13  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . PENDING
TBD N. 6th St. - 8 .45± Acres, Livestock Welcome  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $299,000
NEW 589 6th St. - 2BD/3BA, Large Lot, Gorgeous Landscaping .  .  .  .  . $298,000
960 Garfield St.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . PENDING
885 Garfield St.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . PENDING
NEW 555 8th St.-5BD/3BA, Delightful Log Home, Recent Updates .  .  .  . $269,000
950 Cleveland St. - 3BD/3BA, Large Workshop  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $267,000
NEW 662 12th St.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . PENDING
NEW 760 3rd St. - 3BD/3BA, Wonderful Neighborhood, Expansive Lot  .  . $237,000

Call 970.878.4017 or email
ads@ht1885.com to advertise here!
850 7th St. - 4BD/2BA, Freshly Updated, Large Garage  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $217,500
870 4th St.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . PENDING
117 6th Street. - Fully furnished, income producing duplex  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $189,000
109 Market St. - 1/2 Acre, Corner Lot, Highly Visible  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $175,000
1299 Rd. 10  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD
1105 & 1107 Market St. - Corner Lot, Commercial Opportunity  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $149,000
629 10th St.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . PENDING
460 S. Cross L: 4 Acres, Valley Views, Residential Vacant .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $72,000
2 Sage Hills Lots - Panoramas, Build Your Dream Home  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $59,000
Ridge Estates Subdivision - 21 Rural Residential Lots  .  . Starting at $45,000
2 Vacant Lots, Andrea Cir. - Great Views  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $29,000 each

- assisting buyers & sellers in all price ranges throughout rio blanco county -

