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This time of year can be special in many ways. The editor
takes a look at the importance of shopping locally and keeping
friends, neighbors and family in business during the year, and
examines the importance of family, having been fortunate
enough to get to know two brothers as people and friends
before it was too late. Please see Page 4A.

Give thanks ...Give thanks ...

WEATHER Saturday: 36/20 Sunny Sunday: 37/21 Mostly cloudy

At Home for the Holidays
Look inside for local Meeker and Rangely merchants participating in the Shop at Home
campaign. Shop with them and enter your name in our weekly drawings for Holiday
Bucks! Winners’ names will be printed here each week, starting Dec. 3.

Web Hosting
Wireless Phone Service

Mobile Internet
High Speed Internet

1-866-628-3532 

654 Main St.
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Get the word out
about your event!
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Special to the Herald Times

RBC I USDA Rural
Development State Director Trudy
Kareus announced Friday that the
agency is now accepting applications
for the Rural Business Development
Grant Program (RBDG). This pro-
gram is a combination of two former
programs—the Rural Business
Enterprise Grant (RBEG) and Rural
Business Opportunity Grant
(RBOG)—and supports activities
leading to the development or expan-
sion of businesses in rural areas that
have fewer than 50 employees and
less than $1 million in gross revenues.

Applications must be postmarked
by Jan. 29 or delivered to a Rural
Development office by 4 p.m. on that
date to be considered.

“Only complete applications will
be considered for funding.,” Kareus
said. “It’s important that applicants
make every effort to submit their
applications well before the deadline
so that they can be reviewed for com-
pleteness. That will give them time to
make changes prior to the deadline, if
needed.”

Eligible applicants include towns,
communities, state agencies, non-
profit corporations, federally recog-
nized tribes and institutions of higher
learning.

Grant funds may be used for tar-
geted technical assistance, training
and other activities to support the
development of small, private busi-
ness enterprises in rural areas.

“This program has a wonderful
multiplier effect,” Kareus said. “For

example, one awardee in Colorado
used the funding to provide training
and education seminars to help small,
rural businesses market themselves
using social media. And an ag busi-
ness used the program to develop a
detailed expansion plan to accommo-
date their rapid growth.

“The opportunities are really end-
less when it comes to supporting and
developing small, rural businesses
across Colorado,” he said.

Contact P.J. Howe, Rural
Development Specialist, at 970-824-
3476, Ext. 111, or email p.j.howe@
co.usda.gov to receive a copy of the
Fiscal Year 2016 application package.
For additional information about this
program, visit www.rd.usda.gov/pro-
grams-services/rural-business-
development-grants.

USDA announces that rural business
development grants are now available

The bucks seem to
know when the
season on antlers
is over. Above,
these three nice
bucks know its
safe for them to
wander the streets
of Rangely such as
these on Stanolind
Ave., while the
buck below was
seen just outside
of Meeker on
Saturday along
Highway 13.

MATT SCOGGINS (TOP PHOTO)
SEAN MCMAHON (BOTTOM PHOTO

THE BUCKS ARE BACK...
By JENNIFER HILL

Special to the Herald Times

RANGELY I In Rangely
throughout the month of November,
there is a chance for local shoppers
to get some money back through the
annual Shop ‘N Dine program.

As had been the case in the past,
the program allows for local resi-
dents and visitors to collect receipts
for goods bought locally during the
month—with the exceptions of
tobacco, pharmaceuticals, gas and
utilities—and then exchange those
receipts for vouchers to be spent at
local licensed businesses.

Shoppers can earn $5 worth of

vouchers for every $50 spent, with a
maximum total of $30 worth of
vouchers per individual. Receipts
must be exchanged for vouchers by
Nov. 30, and vouchers must be
redeemed in full by Dec. 5, giving
shoppers an additional week to cash
in than in previous years.

The program is designed to
encourage local spending during the
holiday season by returning some of
the sales tax collected back to the
taxpayers. Once the program is over,
the town of Rangely will refund the
local businesses for the vouchers
they collected.

Rangely Area Chamber of
Commerce Director Kristin Steele

believes the program has long-term
benefits for the community.

“This gives an incentive for peo-
ple to choose to spend those dollars
locally instead of out of town,”
Steele said. “Perhaps for the month
of November a family chooses to
buy all its laundry soap and cleaning
supplies at True Value, which they
don’t normally may or may not do,
but this month they did because they
would be rewarded

“The family can then notice that
many of the products they were
going out of town to buy are in fact
available locally and at not much

Rangely Shop ‘N’ Dine holiday
promotion covers sales taxes

LEAH BOHLANDER
The Eastern Rio Blanco Metropolitan Recreation and Park District and the Meeker High School career
mechanical class partnered to work on the rec district’s archery range recently. The students worked on
the range shelter to make it more structurally sound.

By SEAN McMAHON
sean@theheraldtimes.com

MEEKER I Great deals and the
chance to see what local Meeker mer-
chants are offering this Christmas sea-
son will come to town and county/area
residents with Small Business
Saturday, to be held this weekend.

According to the Meeker
Chamber of Commerce, at least 16
local merchants will be offering spe-
cial holiday deals on various goods,
ranging from auto parts, to hardware,
to curios, to special gifts, to health
care products, arts and crafts, paint-
ings, car washes, natural foods, cus-

tom printing and electronics.
Five restaurants—Ma Famiglia,

Meeker Cafe, Wendll’s, Hollidays and
theMexican House—are offering spe-
cial deals on the day, from breakfast
through dinner, and Wendll’s is invit-
ing people to shop Friday or Saturday
to be entered in a drawing for a $100
gift certificate and enjoy eats ‘n’ treats
during the open house.

The Vinyl Frontier custom print-
ing shop wants to know if you have a
family reunion or an ugly shirt compe-
tition. They have all your custom
printing handled.

Peach’s Auto Spa offers $1 off on
all automatic car washes as well as 10

percent off when you buy any number
of gift cards.

This would be a great time to visit
the brand new Turquoise Gypsy
Boutique in Meeker and take advan-
tage of its 15 percent off sale.

Or there is the Upstairs Gallery in
the Hugus Building, offering 30 per-
cent off all framed paintings in the
gallery.

The Rio Blanco County Historical
Society is offering the “This is What I
Remember” Meeker history keepsake
books. With purchase of a complete

Meeker marks holiday savings
with Small Business Saturday

� SeeTAXES, Page 2A

� SeeSALES, Page 2A

By SEAN McMAHON
sean@theheraldtimes.com

RBC I It is the coming of the
Thanksgiving and Christmas holiday
season in Meeker and Rangely, and
Meeker’s holiday shopping season
will kick off with the Festival of
Lights, to take place Wednesday
evening.

The Parade of Lights will begin at
5:30 p.m. and will run through down-
town Meeker along Main Street to the
Rio Blanco County Courthouse,

where the courthouse tree lighting cer-
emony will be held.

The Meeker Community Choir
will perform at the courthouse, and
there will be a decorated wreath sale.

Floats are being urged by groups,
organizations, individuals and busi-
nesses, and prizes and awards will be
given for the “It’s a Wonderful Life”
theme award, the “Clark Griswold
Brightest” award and for the “Santa’s
Elves’ Choice.”

For more information, call the
Meeker Chamber of Commerce at

970-878-5510.
Rangely’s Christmas activities run

Dec. 8 through Dec. 12 with a variety
of activities.

On Dec. 8 in Rangely, hop on the
sleigh at the WRBM Recreation
Center and fly to Christmastown with
Rudolph looking for clues on where
all his misfit friends have gone. This
scavenger hunt begins Tuesday morn-
ing and concludes Friday at noon.

Prizes go to the first five misfits to
come back with all the clues.

On Dec. 10 will be the holiday

lighting contest, called, “Light Up,
Rangely.”

Judging will be Dec. 10, so leave
your lights on that evening.

On Dec. 11 there will be a free
gingerbread man decorating contest
from 10 to 10:45 a.m. at the rec center.
Contestants must sign up by Dec. 7.

Also on Friday is “Shopping in
Christmastown,” which runs from 6 to
8 p.m. This offers a chance to enjoy
shopping at the shops and stores that
stay open late for the shoppers’ con-
venience.

Also running from 6 to 8 p.m. will
be free sleigh rides, provided by
Absolute Prestige. The rides start at
Rangely Town Hall, where there will
be caroling.

Dec. 12 begins with Breakfast
with Santa from 8 to 10 a.m. at the
Rangely Recreation Center, then the
fun moves to the commons at Rangely
Jr./Sr. High.

There will be vendors from noon
to 5 p.m.; the gingerbread man judg-
ing will be at 1 p.m. (bring the ginger-
bread man you decorated Friday or

one from home); the senior king and
queen will be crowned (voting started
this week for your favorite 65 or older
—voting boxes are placed around
town); and the Snowflake Baby
Contest will be held at 2 p.m.

The Parade of Lights begins at 6
p.m. at Stanolind Ave., ending at the
Rangely Fire Hall.

There is also a dance recital at 7
p.m. at the high school auditorium.

For more information on Rangely
events, call the WRBM Rec Center at
675-8211.

Rangely, Meeker kick off Christmas season with holiday events



Special to the Herald Times

RBC I Bustang, Colorado’s first-
ever state-owned and operated bus
system, has begun weekend service on

Interstate 70.
The Colorado Department of

Transportation’s new inter-regional
express bus service will offer one
round trip on Saturdays and Sundays:
Glenwood Springs to Denver in the
morning, and Denver to Glenwood
Springs in the late afternoon. The
weekend service is being added due to
strong public demand and the route’s
success on weekdays.

Along with the seven-day-a-week
service, Bustang will continue to
adjust route scheduling to improve on-
time performance and streamline con-
nections with transit partners.

Passengers can view the new west
route schedule and other scheduling
changes at www.ridebustang.com.

Bustang has been connecting
major population and employment
centers and local transit entities since
its inaugural run in July. In addition to
the I-70 corridor, it is also providing a
reliable transit alternative for the trav-
eling public along the I-25 corridor,
connecting Fort Collins, Denver and
Colorado Springs.

The bus stops at existing park-
and-ride locations along each route
with fares reflected by length of trip.
Multiple-trip packages are available at

a discounted price as well as a 25 per-
cent discount for persons with disabil-
ities and seniors 65 years old and
older. Bus schedules and fares are
available for download online at
www.ridebustang.com.

Each coach is equipped with rest-
rooms, bike racks, free WiFi, power
outlets and USB ports. Coaches offer
a 50-passenger capacity and are acces-
sible for persons with disabilities.

Complimentary rides aboard
Bustang are available for each route.
Please contact Christine Carter at 303-
832-2700 or christine@ameliecompa-
ny.com for more information.

By GLORIA DICKIE
HIGH COUNTRY NEWS
Special to the Herald Times

RBC I The last major El Niño to
hit California was catastrophic:
Throughout the winter of 1997 and
1998, rain, snow and powerful winds
battered the state’s interior while tow-
ering waves hammered the coast.

In the wake of the storms, mud-
slides lurched down slick mountain-
sides and floodwaters rampaged
through homes. Clear Lake, in
Northern California’s Lake County,
saw its highest water level since 1909,
flooding portions of Lakeport, 90
miles north of San Francisco.

That El Niño brought one of the
wettest winters in state history, caused
more than $550 million in damages
and claimed 17 lives. This year’s El
Niño may very well follow in its foot-
steps.

“The 2015 El Niño has quickly
built up its strength,” says Jeff Lukas,
a researcher with the Western Water
Assessment arm of the Cooperative
Institute for Research in
Environmental Sciences. Overall,
“this year looks like the third strongest
since 1950.”

An intermittent weather event that
begins in the Pacific Ocean’s warm
equatorial waters, El Niño tends to
skew weather patterns across theWest
whenever it hits.And even though this
year’s is predicted to be one of the
most severe in the last century, each El
Niño manifests differently, Lukas
says.

The National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration released
its winter weather outlook in mid-
October, providing a glimpse of
what’s to come.

Southern California may see tor-
rential rains while the Pacific
Northwest’s drought could worsen if
warm and dry conditions persist there.
The Southwest may see a wetter, cool-
er winter, and the Rocky Mountain
region may see a bit of everything,
depending on topography.

“California is on pins and nee-
dles,” says Klaus Wolter, a scientist
with NOAA’s Earth System Research
Laboratory. While above-average pre-
cipitation could help ease the four-
year drought, the anticipated rainfall
will likely only affect Southern
California. But the state relies on the
northern Sierra Nevada snowpack for
more than 60 percent of its water sup-
ply.

“There’s the question of how
they’re going to get most of their
moisture,” Wolter says. All the region
really needs is one or two big precipi-
tation events. “There is the potential
this could make a positive difference,”
he says. “Except for the people who
have to deal with mudslides.”

Across the Golden State, projects
are already underway to clear debris
from basins and flood-control chan-
nels. But public works personnel
haven’t been able to adequately
address some of the piles left after the
devastating 2015 wildfire season.

Steven Frasher, a spokesman for
the LosAngeles County Public Works

Department, says that while the coun-
ty is preparing as best it can, some
damage is inevitable. There’s no stop-
ping the rain, changing the area’s steep
mountains and deep canyons, or
reversing fire destruction.

“In burned areas, the rainwater
won’t soak into the ground because
the topsoil has been crystallized by the
flames, and there’s no vegetation left
to hold the soil back,” Frasher says.

Emergency managers in the
Southwest face similar challenges.
Past El Niño events have brought
nearly three feet more snow than aver-
age to areas like Flagstaff. On the
Navajo Nation, people can become
stranded when mucky roads become
impassable during storms.

Meanwhile, in the Pacific
Northwest, rivers are running dry,
mountain snowpack is at a record low,
and more than a million acres of forest
have burned away. Here, El Niño
could be devastating as well.

“It’s not very good news at all,”
says Karin Bumbaco, the assistant
Washington State climatologist.
Going into the winter, the Pacific
Northwest’s reservoirs are already a
little lower than normal, and less pre-
cipitation means states won’t catch up
in time for spring.

As a result, agencies are working
to reduce water consumption and
updating drought contingency plans.
If there’s less snowpack to cool and
moisten the ground, the region’s
forests will be especially vulnerable
to fire next summer.

“Rain is nice,” says Kathie Dello,

deputy director of the Oregon Climate
Service. “But ultimately what we
really want is snow.”

Then there’s the matter of what
role climate change will play.

“This El Niño is immersed in the
warmest phase of our planet since
(recordkeeping began) in the 19th
century,” Martin Hoerling, a NOAA
meteorologist, says. “The last big El
Niño was almost 20 years ago, and
the planet has warmed a fair amount
since then.”

Scientists have struggled to deter-
mine how climate change will influ-
ence El Niño; last year, a Nature
Climate Change study found that
global warming could double the fre-
quency of “super El Niño” events,
although the overall number was
unlikely to increase.

The current hurricane season in
the eastern Pacific is “classic El
Niño,” Wolter says, but powerful hur-
ricanes like Patricia, which hit
Mexico in late October, mean that
storms can hold onto their intensity as
they move north and east, bringing
torrential rains into the American
Southwest.

All of this, Wolter says, is simply
part of the “flavor” of El Niño. And
that’s to say nothing of La Niña, El
Niño’s sister event, which can follow
with equally wonky weather.

At this point, climatologists can’t
predict what will happen late next
year, but Wolter notes there’s about a
50-50 chance we could see conditions
flip, ushering in a whole new set of
problems.
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• Tot-Spot

CATE

� Meeker Recreation Center
Closed for Thanksgiving
Holiday on Nov. 26-27. Normal
hours resume Nov. 28.

� Science Friday with Doc
Bob. Fridays from 10:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. at the Meeker Public
Library.

� Parade of Lights entries
due Wednesday, Dec. 2: Enter
your float in the Parade of Lights!
Contact the Chamber of
Commerce for an entry form at
878-5510.

� Customer Appreciation
Drawing Dec. 1-22 at the Meeker
Recreation Center. Thank you!
The ERBM Recreation and Park
District would like to show its grat-
itude during the holiday season
with some free prizes! Visit the
Meeker Recreation Center to
learn more and enter the prize
drawing! 970-878-3403;
www.meekerrecdistrict.com

� Tot Spot Drop-in
Childcare. Monday-Thursday
from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. at the Meeker
Recreation Center. (Evening
times on Monday and
Wednesday as well.) Ready to
provide fun and affordable child-
care while you enjoy the Meeker
Recreation Center. Available for
children ages 6 months to 6
years. More information at
www.meekerrecdistrict.com.

� The Meeker Library
Bookclub meets at 1 p.m. the
second Monday of each month
(excluding holidays). The next
meeting will be Dec. 14. We will
be discussing "Still Life" by Louise
Penny. All interested readers are

welcome. Stop by the Meeker
Library for details.

� Adult Pickleball. From 1-2
p.m. Wednesdays in the Admin
Gym at the Meeker Rec Center.
Adults, come and give it your best
shot at Pickleball—a racquet
sport that combines elements of
tennis, badminton and table ten-
nis!

� Game Day. Wednesdays at
9 a.m. at the Meeker Recreation
Center Lounge for adults 50+.
Stop by for refreshments, conver-
sation and a game of cards.

� Children’s Story Hour.
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. at the
Meeker Public Library.

� Quilting Group. Tuesday
evenings 6-9 p.m. at the Parker
Mall. Bring your sewing machine
and project.

� Gentlemen’s Group.
Tuesdays at 9 a.m. at the Meeker
Recreation Center Lounge for
adults 50+. Stop by for refresh-
ments and conversation.

� Breakfast with Santa Dec.
5 from 8:30-11 a.m. at the
Fairfield Center in Meeker. You
are invited to enjoy a breakfast
with Santa and share your wish
list! Share in the gift of giving by
bringing a non-perishable food
item for the Meeker Food Bank.
All ages welcome. ERBM
Recreation and Park District; 970-
878-3403; www.meekerrecdis-
trict.com

Submit your event for the
community calendar by emailing
calendar@theheraldtimes.com

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

set, a free index is included. Available
at the White River Museum.

For those who need some gro-
ceries or a quick snack, Watt’s Ranch
Market is offering a drawing for
Saturday shoppers to win a holiday
dinner basket and gift basket.

Everyone has to eat sometime,
and eaters will receive a free soda for
mentioning Small Business Saturday
at Ma Famiglia.

Restored Grace, which has home
furnishings, gifts and antiques, will
be offering 15 percent off storewide
(with a few exclusions).

The Meeker Cafe and Mexican
House, both run by Arturo
Rodriquez, will be offering 25 per-
cent off his great carne asada at
Mexican House or 25 percent off

chicken fried steak at the Meeker
Café.

Samuelson True Value will be
offering Feit LED electric bulbs for
$5 while the supply lasts. These bulbs
have a normal value of $14 each.

You can also have some fun at
Meeker Drug while you look for
health care and “special products to
spoil yourself.” While you visit,
know that for every $10 you spend,
you can enter into a raffle for a grand
prize to be given away.

If you have never been, Saturday
would be great day to stop in at
Meeker Natural Foods. Besides their
normally great products, there will be
many new items, some of which
would be great for stocking stuffers.

Meeker Auto Parts is urging
local/area residents to stop in and
check for all your automotive and

winterizing needs. They are featuring
snowplows, trailers, winches, power-
sports parts and accessories to cover
nearly every need.

And what better place to end up
Saturday night for dinner than
Hollidays. Diners will receive a free
appetizer when they show a receipt
from buying locally on Small
Business Saturday.

Shoppers are advised to call the
chamber on Friday to find out if there
are any other local business locations
taking part in Small Business
Saturday

And the Meeker Chamber of
Commerce is urging all shoppers to
bring in your receipts from shopping
on Saturday to the Meeker Chamber
of Commerce between Nov. 30 and
Dec. 4 to enter into a drawing for a
chance to win Chamber Bucks.

SALES: Drawings, freebies on Saturday
� Continued from Page 1A

more than they were paying out of town, particularly
when you include traveling, meal and gas costs. Next
time when they buy those products, they will buy local-
ly, plus, hopefully, more,” she said.

Shop ‘N’ Dine has seen impressive growth since its
debut in 2009.

Rangely Town Manager Peter Brixius said that in the
first year, the program allowed the town to return approx-
imately $6,000 to $7,000 in vouchers. However, the
recent years have seen the town’s vouchers totaling

approximately $14,000.
“It took a while to catch on,” said Brixius, who also

believes there are now some people who will wait until
November to make major purchases in order to cash in
with the vouchers.

If shoppers need a little inspiration for local gifts to
earn those vouchers, with they can check out the Rangely
Gift Guide prepared annually by Chamber of Commerce.
The guide lists interesting items available around town.

The guide can be picked up at the Rangely chamber
office and is also posted at various locations around town.

TAXES: Town offers shopping incentive
� Continued from Page 1A

What will El Niño mean to the West?

Daily bus service from Denver to Glenwood Springs available
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19-48 oz. Rhode’s

ROLLS ..................................................2for
$7

8 oz. Cool Whip

TOPPING ..........................................99¢
28-42 oz. Marie Callender

PIES ..............................................................
$599

16 oz. 

SHRIMP RINGS ..................
$1099

Open seven days a week  � 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday-Saturday  � 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday

� SINCE 1955  �
Prices effective Nov. 26, 2015 through Dec. 2, 2015

970.878.5868 � 271 E. MARKET � MEEKER, COLORADO

DELI SPECIAL
Beehive Pumpkin Pies 22 oz.

$649

MMMMEEEEAAAATTTT
Bone-In Rib Roast

HOLIDAY ROAST ......................
$799

/lb.
Boneless Pork

LOIN ROAST ....................................
$249

/lb.
Beef Sirloin

TIP ROAST..........................................
$349

/lb.
Boneless

PORK CHOPS ................................
$279

/lb.
Farmland Whole

LEAN HAM ......................................
$199

/lb.
20 oz. Western Family

BACON......................................................
$599

1 lb. Jimmy Dean

SAUSAGE ROLLS ........3for
$10

WATT’S RANCH MARKET

14.5-15 oz. Libby Canned

VEGETABLES ..............................2for
$1

6 oz. Stove-Top

STUFFING ........................................99¢
25.4 oz. Martinelli

SPARKLING CIDER ..........2for
$5

24 pk. Arrowhead

WATER....................................................2for
$7

6 oz. French’s French Fried

ONIONS....................................................
$349

3-4.1 oz. Idahoan

POTATOES ......................................99¢
32 oz. Campbell’s

BROTH ....................................................2for
$5

16 oz. Western Family

MARSHMALLOWS ............4for
$5

7 oz. Western Family Marshmallow

CRÊME ..................................................4for
$5

6 roll Sparkle Big Roll

PAPER TOWELS ........................
$699

12 ct. Angel Soft

BATH TISSUE ................................
$699

DDDDAAAAIIIIRRRRYYYY
16 oz. Western Family

BUTTER............................................................
$299

59 oz. Florida

ORANGE JUICE ..............................
$299

8 oz. Pillsbury

CRESCENT ROLLS ..............4for
$8

12.4-13.9 oz. Pillsbury Cinnamon &

DANISH ROLLS............................4for
$8

14.1 oz. Pillsbury

PIE CRUSTS ....................................
$249

1 qt.  Meadow Gold

EGG NOG ..............................................
$199

32 oz.  Western Family

CHEESE LOAF ..............................
$599

7-8 oz.  Western Family

SHREDDED CHEESE ........
$179

10.5 oz. Western Family 

Mandarin 
Oranges

59¢

8oz. Western Family

Cream Cheese
$119

Western Family Butt or Shank Portion

Ham
$139/lb.

3lb. bag Cuties

CLEMENTINES ............................
$499

Fresh

PINEAPPLE ..............................99¢/lb.
10lb. bag Russet

POTATOES ..........................................
$179

Ripe

MANGOS ............................................2for
$3

Zucchini

SQUASH ........................................79¢/lb.
Jalapeno

PEPPERS ............................................
$139

/lb.
D’Anjou

PEARS........................................................
$129

/lb.
Texas

GRAPEFRUIT................................2for
$1

Russet

BAKER POTATOES........39¢/lb.
13.2 oz. Newstar

POWER GREENS......................
$249

32 oz. Green Giant Brussel Sprouts or

GREEN BEANS ............................
$599

10-12 oz. Eatsmart

VEGGIES ..............................................4for
$5

36 oz. Eatsmart

VEGGIE TRAY..................................
$899

15.2 oz. Kevita

PROBIOTIC DRINKS ..........
$299

12 oz. Fresh

CRANBERRIES ............................2for
$5

Fresh

YAMS ..................................................99¢/lb.
12 oz. Green Giant Green Beans or

BRUSSEL SPROUTS ......2for
$5

32 oz. Baby Cut

CARROTS ..........................................2for
$4

FFFFRRRROOOOZZZZEEEENNNN

FFRREESSHH
AASSPPAARRAAGGUUSS

$$339999//llbb..

SEAN MCMAHON
Turkeys were readily visible on Saturday in many fields along County Road 8, living dangerously with Thanksgiving being today. Left photo: there were roughly 25 turkeys in this field about 14 miles east of Meeker
and they seem quite unbothered while going about their business of stocking up for the winter. Right photo: These turkeys were two of about 10 that were walking around the beginning of a driveway, about 10
feet off of County Road 8, about 10 miles east of Meeker. Turkeys could be spotted in a number of locations along a 10-mile stretch of County Road 8 and have also been spotted in large groups along Highway 13.

By NATE SPEERSTRA
Special to the Herald Times

RBC I Fall is definitely in the air
and thoughts are turning to getting
ready for winter. Now is the perfect
time to make your home as energy
efficient as it can be—to keep your
family warm and to save money on
your heating bills.

Eligibility for the program is
based on income levels. Counties
served are: Rio Blanco, Chaffee, Clear
Creek, Eagle, Garfield, Grand,
Jackson, Lake, Moffat, Pitkin, Routt
and Summit.

The designation is intended to
raise the awareness about the
Weatherization Assistance Program
(WAP), instituted in 1976, to provide
assistance to low-income families for
making energy-efficient improve-
ments to their homes.

Created by the US Department of
Energy, the mission of the WAP is
geared to reduce costs and reduce
energy usage for low income families,
particularly seniors, people with dis-
abilities and families with young chil-
dren.

In our area, the weatherization
program is administered by the
Northwest Colorado Council of
Governments (NWCCOG), under
contract to the Colorado Energy
Office (CEO).

Doug Jones, the weatherization
field supervisor at the NWCCOG puts
it this way, “Our job is to help people
save energy, save money and save the
environment by making homes more
energy efficient and safer.”

Once a home has been selected for
the program, a qualified weatheriza-
tion professional tests for gas leaks
and carbon monoxide levels, followed
by a comprehensive energy audit to
find out what energy conservation
services would be most beneficial to
the home.

Services may include installing
insulation to bring levels up to current
standards, sealing major air leaks,
caulking windows and doors, adding
weather-stripping, installing storm
windows and perhaps even installing
new high-efficiency furnaces and
refrigerators.

Once the work is complete, the
team then retests for gas leaks and car-
bon monoxide. The result is a home
that is much more energy efficient and
also safe for its inhabitants.

Beyond the efficiencies in energy
consumption, weatherization also
contributes to the economy. By reduc-
ing a household’s energy use and heat-
ing costs, these families have more
income available to spend within their
local communities. Additionally, the
weatherization process has helped to
preserve precious affordable housing
units in our area.

The best part about this program is
that there is no cost to the recipients.

If you think you, or someone you
know, might qualify for weatheriza-
tion services, please call 1-800-332-
3669 or check out our website: nwc-
cog.org—Weatherization.

TheWeatherization team is active-
ly seeking eligible homes in all coun-
ties for the program.

Help is now available for
home weatherization

Recycling in Meeker
just got easier!

Overton Recycling is now offering
Curbside Recycling!

Call 970.683.8219
or email overtonrecycling@gmail.com

to arrange for pick up!

PLASTIC • PAPER
ALUMINUM CANS • TIN CANS

CARDBOARD

Starting in December get weekly
pickup for $25 per month.
A container will be provided.
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VERNAL
CINEMAS
PLEASE check daily
to assure accurate

movie times
More info.: www.vernalcinemas.com

435-789-6139
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Evening Ticket Prices Children (2-11) $5
Adult (12-59) $7 • Senior (60+) $5
Matinee Prices Children (2-11) $3
Adult (12-59) $5 • Senior (60+) $3
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WEST THEATRE
29 E. Victory Way • Craig • 824-2000

CCCCiiiinnnneeeemmmmaaaa 1111 :::: Now Showing
THE HUNGER GAMES
MOCKINGJAY 2 • PG13

7pm & 9:30pm • Sun. 4pm & 7pm

CCCCiiiinnnneeeemmmmaaaa 2222:::: Held Over
THE GOOD DINOSAUR • G
7pm & 9:05pm Friday-Saturday

West Theater will no longer accept personal checks. Sunday matinee both theaters 4pm. 
For R rated movies, children under 17 must be accompanied by a responsible adult.

CULVERTS
6”-36” Diameter
IN STOCKNOW

MEEKER
SAND&GRAVEL
878-3671

www.msgreadymix.com
Follow us on Facebook



By SEAN McMAHON
sean@theheraldtimes.com

There is no more serious and
heart-felt column you will read
from me during the year than

this one.
It’s a simple phrase: “Shop

Locally.” And it is nice to look out
the window and see your Meeker or
Rangely neighbors shopping at local
stores because it may be a more
important thing to do this year than
ever in the past.

The year 2015 will go down in
history for a lot of things, but out my
window it looked like a pretty tough
year on Meeker and Rangely mer-
chants, with both towns losing busi-
nesses to the prevailing conditions.

I am not naïve enough to believe
that people aren’t going to go out of
town or use the Internet for holiday
purchases. And I have no real prob-
lem with it as long as these local
shoppers have taken the time to look
around at the local merchants to see
their selections and prices.

Every purchase you make locally
has a large effect on your friends,
your neighbors and, quite often, fami-
ly members who just may own one of
those local businesses.

I have heard reports from both
towns that there are businesses just
holding on through the holidays to
see if they can survive or if they are
going to have to lock up and close
their doors.

Rangely and Meeker deserve
great praise throughout the year for
how much the residents and business-
es rely on each other and how well
they come to each other’s aid.

The holiday season is no differ-
ent. It is this time of year when reali-
ty touches home in respect to busi-
ness survival. Chances are that not all
existing businesses today will remain
here by late spring. But your dollars
could make all the difference.

Meeker and Rangely are small
towns and, interestingly enough, even
some of the old timers in both towns
are saying quite often, “You know, I

just don’t know
everyone in town
any more.”

What better
way to rekindle
old friendships
and make new
ones than to stop
into a small busi-
ness, in either town, introduce your-
self and look around to seek what the
merchant has to offer?

Let’s be real, there aren’t a lot of
businesses to visit and it might make
for a pleasant trip or two into or near
town to learn what is there and to see
if it fits your Christmas shopping list.

It is also the duty of the business-
es to price items like they want to sell
them and still make a profit instead
of hiking prices to the point where
they drive the local customers out of
the towns and to the larger cities.

This truly is one of the times that
the community members need to
unite and do what they can to help
keep their friends, neighbors and rela-
tives solvent and viable entities in our
small towns.

Both towns have lost businesses
in the past year, and that is in no way
a good sign.

A little bit of each of our towns
die when we lose businesses, which
means we have lost friends and
neighbors. Shopping locally can help
make a difference.

Again, I would never tell people
in the small towns of Rangely and
Meeker to not go out of town. I am
only asking that we give our hard-
working friends, neighbors and busi-
ness owners a chance before heading
out of town or before putting in that
Internet order.

Rangely has a great program and
has for the past couple years in which
those who shop in town turn in their
sales receipts and get their sales tax
back. That can mount up quite easily
and it can be quite a savings on a
large item.

Meeker will hold Small Business
Saturday this weekend, when at least
15 businesses and restaurants will

feature specials. What a great deal it
could be to head out to the streets of
Meeker to go shopping, save some
money by spending at local mer-
chants and then meet some friends
for a discounted lunch at one of the
participating local restaurants.

Regardless of the town, there are
great deals for the outdoorsmen and
women in the house, there are auto
supplies, there are health care prod-
ucts, there are new kitchen toys for
mom and there are some good choic-
es on electronics.

What a difference we can all
make by just checking out our local
merchants to see what they offer.

A survey was done last Christmas
which I suspect would hold true this
year.

A survey of small-town America
revealed that if the resident of a small
town would agree to pay 10 percent
more for an item, they would save a
total of at least 19 percent over the
cost of traveling a total of 50 miles or
more round trip to a larger town to
purchase the same items.

Think about that.
What that 10 percent means to

your local merchant is a lot more
important to them because they don’t
have the volume of sales of the larger
big-city merchants. It means that they
might make it another year and be
here in 2016, when you might really
need them or their services.

� � �

It was truly fun to watch the tow-
ering 6-foot-8 Brock Osweiler in his
first starting role for the Denver
Broncos on Sunday, then take the
team, which had been struggling, turn
around and defeat a tough Chicago
Bears team in Chicago.

Osweiler started off quickly
showing tenacity and a strong arm,
leading the Broncos to a first-drive
touchdown, something the Broncos
have not done very often this season.

It appears that Osweiler may be
around for a while as his debut went
well. The Denver defense played well

but seemed to slack off late in the
game, allowing the Bears to get by
with a two-point conversion attempt,
which, thankfully, Denver thwarted.

Now come the Patriots to Denver
on Sunday night.

What a bonus it would be if
Osweiler could derail the Patriots.

No one should expect that to hap-
pen, considering the circumstances,
but, in recent weeks, the Patriots have
at least shown some vulnerability.

Stranger things have happened
when the Broncos have been
involved. Let’s all hope that
Osweiler’s debut as a successful
starter carries over to his second
game, and that the Bronco defense
will decide it would be a great thing
if they would play all four quarters
like each was as important as the
first.

� � �

Happy Thanksgiving.

Today is the official start of the
holiday season, and for many of the
folks around that means some quality
time spent with friends and, most
importantly, family.

It seems that many folks get to
see family each year on at least
Thanksgiving or Christmas, if not
both.

Never underestimate the impor-
tance of family members.

Never underestimate the impor-
tance of being on the good side of
family members, getting back into
the good graces of family members
and, for many, burying the hatchet
over past grievances, because family
is the only force you have that will
usually be there when needed.

In my lifetime, both parents and
two siblings have passed on.

My two siblings, considerably
older than I, had become somewhat
estranged due to circumstances
beyond my control. Ironically, Brian
and Dennis were the two oldest male

siblings in the family and because
both went away to high school, I
really never did get to know them
well as children.

Under circumstances I won’t
delve into too deeply, I came to the
mindset one day as the youngest that
I wanted to get to know them both a
lot better.

In the mid 1980s, I decided to do
something about it and started to get
together with Dennis and his wife,
who lived in California while my
wife and I lived in Arizona. It wasn’t
too tough to get together despite the
fact that they lived about five miles
from the ocean while we lived not
too far from the New Mexico border.

We were actually becoming very
good friends, not just good siblings,
when Dennis got drunk on his 40th
birthday and killed himself driving
100 miles an hour up Beach
Boulevard in Los Angeles, severing a
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By KEVIN McBRIDE
WHITE/GREEN/YAMPA

ROUNDTABLE
Special to the Herald Times

RBC I Whose water flows in the
White River, and who cares?

The answer to the first question is
complicated. The answer to the sec-
ond question is everyone in the
Southwest United States.

The Colorado River is used by
millions, within and outside its natural
basin, for agriculture, household use,
industry and recreation.

Along its river banks and all of its
tributary streams, the water serves the
natural environment. Water from the
Colorado River drainage is diverted
out of its basin to the eastern side of
the Continental Divide for use in
Colorado, to California, where agri-
culture in the Imperial Valley and the
metropolis of Los Angeles depend on
it, and toArizona, where it goes all the
way to Tucson.

Who cares? You might. The
White River is a major tributary to the
Colorado River and this fact connects

us to every other user of the river.
The connections must be consid-

ered in a historical light.
Maj. John Wesley Powell, the

famous explorer, scientist and the first
through the Grand Canyon, made
some profound observations about the
West. Most important, for the long-
term sustainability of the region, water
is the key ingredient. Water is so
important that he suggested state’s
boundaries be based on river basins.
Like many scientists, he was ignored,
and he foretold a future of conflict and
litigation. So far he’s been right.Water
is the major limiting factor in the
West, and there has been considerable
conflict.

One famous conflict in Colorado
came after settlers in Greeley begun
depending on irrigating from the
Poudre River. Later, some new
upstarts, upstream in Fort Collins,
dried up the river with their diver-
sions. Eventually, this led to the “prior
appropriation doctrine,” which gives

the priority for water use to the first
person who diverted it—when there’s
not enough to go around. The date of
first use, amount of use and type of
use is the foundation of a prior appro-
priation water right.

Legal battles over water rights,
particularly for diversions that take
water across the continental divide,
are stuff of legend for water nerds.
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BUT when the Comforter is come,
Whom I will send unto you from

the Father, even the Spirit of truth,
Who proceedeth from the Father, He
shall testify of Me; And ye also shall
bear witness, because ye have been
with Me from the beginning (Jn.
15:26–27).

My grace is sufficient for thee,” our Lord assured
Paul, “for my strength is made perfect in weakness” (2
Cor. 12:9). Dear Christian Friend, do you ever feel weak
or powerless? Do you ever feel inconsistent in your daily
walk? Do you ever feel ineffective in Christian service?
Do you ever lack the boldness to stand for Christ and be
a witness of Him? This is, indeed, a common problem.
But once again, God has made a provision for our prob-
lem.

First, the source of this provision. Ponder carefully:
what makes Christianity powerful? The answer is not
only foundational to our faith, but it is also fascinating
history and helps to show us how we can have power for
daily Christian living. This power is actually twofold.

(1) The literal, historical, bodily resurrection of
Christ is the foundation of this power, without which we
would still be lost in our sin (1 Cor. 15:12–19). While
there are those who deny this historical reality, no one
who does so is true Christian. The resurrection is a dis-
tinctive mark of Christianity. There is something else,
however, that is even more distinctive.

(2) The coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost is the
functioning of this power. Like today, there were many
religions in the ancient word. As someone has said,
“Christianity did not grow up in a religious vacuum.”
Men were full of religious and philosophical ideas and

concepts. In particular, there were the “mystery cults,”
such as Mithraism, the cult of Dionysius, and others.
There were actually some parallels between these and
Christianity (such as “baptism” and resurrection of their
deity), so God used such things in His providence to pre-
pare men’s minds for the true Gospel. Many early Chris-
tians, in fact, came out of these cults.

So what, then, made Christianity unique? The one
feature of the Christian faith that immediately and fun-
damentally differentiated it from all other faiths was the
Christian doctrine of the Holy Spirit, that is, God in-
dwelling the believer. Here was something that was up
to this point unprecedented. This had never happened be-
fore; no “god” ever lived inside his worshipers. Here also
was something truly unique, for nothing even remotely
similar to this had ever happened before. Further still,
here was something that was no less than unimaginable.
Man could not even think of something like this. The re-
ligious man can think only of his god as an idol, but to
have a god inside man was inconceivable, beyond the fi-
nite mind of man.

That is the power of Christianity. That is the power
that raised Christ from the dead. That is the power Paul
spoke of in Philippians 3:10.

Scriptures for Study: ReadActs 2:29–33. How does
this relate to today’s study?

You are invited to worship with us at Grace Bible
Church (on the corner of 3rd and Garfield) at 10:30A.M.
each Lord’s Day, where the ministry is the expository
preaching of God’s Word. Please visit our website
(www.TheScriptureAlone.com), where you will find
many resources for Christian growth, including messages
in MP3 media files.

� Dr. J.D.
Watson

The Problem of Strength (1)
By Dr. J. D. Watson

Pastor-Teacher, Grace Bible Church

Thanks for those who
supported ESA annual
Holiday Bazaar
Dear Editor:

The Epsilon SigmaAlpha Annual
Holiday Bazaar was held Nov. 15 at
Parkview Elementary School in
Rangely. The weather was great and
we had a great turnout with 28 paid
vendors.

This year’s St. Jude raffle consist-
ed of a 4.16-carat marquis cut natural
We Lo Opal pendant set in all white
gold, including the chain. This pen-
dant was worth $1,200 and was
donated by Paul Burgell. This pendant
was won by Barb Chism.

A 55-inch Sanyo flat screen TV
with all the extras, donated by the
Striegels, was won by Ken Stiles. An
11x14-inch framed sunset photo
donated by René Harden was won by
Corey Hale. The $100 money shirt
donated by ESAwas won by Barb
Widner.

We also had two large dream
catchers donated by Tyler Robb that
were won by Norma Richards and
Ken Stiles. Tina Tolley donated a
Toole Christmas wreath, which was
won by Kim.

All together, we collected around

$1,100 for St. Jude’s Children’s
Cancer Research Hospital.

Thank you all so much for help-
ing make our Holiday Bazaar a suc-
cess. This event would not be possible
without the help and support of our
donors.

White River Market donated all
the food for our concessions, Subway
donated all the chips and cheese,
Giovanni’s donated a case of crackers
to have with our chili, Parkview
Elementary so graciously lets us use
their facilities every year to put on
this event and the Bank of the San
Juans lets us put our information on
its marquee. We also want to let Barb
Widner know how much we appreci-
ate her help each year.

Next year’s ESA annual Holiday
Bazaar will be held Nov. 13.

Brenda Hopson, President, and
Members, Epsilon Chi No. 1836

of ESA
Rangely

Well wishes
appreciated at
time of loss
Dear Editor:

We would like to extend our grati-
tude for all the well wishes during our
family’s difficult time.

Over the past two years during

Andrea’s decline, the Town of Meeker
and our community, along with the
Meeker Fire and Rescue Department,
the EMTs, paramedics, Meeker Police
Department, The Rio Blanco County
Sheriffs Department, the staff/doctors
at Pioneers Medical Center,
HopeWest, Home Health, Flight for
Life, Meeker Lions Club, Meeker
Range Call, Pastor Mervin Johnson
and numerous family/friends have
gone above and beyond for our fami-
ly.

We are truly humbled and your
gestures are greatly appreciated.

Thank you.
Tim Leff and family

Meeker
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The Rio Blanco County lunch menus are sponsored by the Rio Blanco Herald Times

MEEKER: NOV. 30-DEC. 4, 2015
Mon.

Tues.

Wed.

Thurs.

RANGELY: NOV. 30-DEC. 4, 2015
Nov. 30 - Chicken Tenders, Macaroni & Cheese,
Corn, Salad Bar with Fruit. JR/SR HIGH A LA
CARTE: Hamburger Bar

Dec. 1 - Corn Dog, Baked Beans, Mixed Vegetables,
Salad Bar with Fruit. JR/SR HIGH A LA CARTE:
Taco Bar w/ Toppings

Dec. 2 - Meatloaf w/ Gravy, Mashed Potatoes &
Gravy, Green Beans, Salad Bar with Fruit. JR/SR
HIGH A LA CARTE: Cheese Pizza

Dec. 3 - Sloppy Joe Sandwich, Potato Patty, Mixed
Vegetables, Salad Bar with Fruit. JR/SR HIGH A
LA CARTE: Hot Dog Bar

Mon.

Tues.

Wed.

Thurs.

Nov. 30 - Deli Sandwich, Broccoli Cheese Soup,
Seasonal Fruit, Milk-Variety

Dec. 1 - Meatballs, Cheesy AuGratins, Fresh
Garden Salad, Fruit Cup, Milk-Variety

Dec. 2 - Choice Day: Yogurt Special, Grilled
Chicken/Bun, Cole Slaw, Baked Beans, Fruit Cup,
Milk-Variety

Dec. 3 - Biscuits w/ Gravy, Mixed Vegetables,
Apple Slices, Chocolate Chip Cookie, Milk-Variety

———————————
Call Meeker Animal Control at

878-4968
and leave a message

or email
laurel@town.meeker.co.us

I’M LOOKING FOR
MY OWNER!

Female Terrier Mix

Meeker
Christian
Church
443 School St. • 878-5105

ADULTS & CHILDREN
Sunday School 10am Sun.
Church Service 11am Sun.
Bible Study 7pm Wed.

OFFICE HOURS
Mon. - Fri. 9am-12pm

BUILDING THE
FOUNDATION OF MEEKER

Steve Baker • 970-326-7356

970-878-5630

AGGREGATES
WR
40 RB County Rd. 8 • Meeker, Colorado
S E R V I N G R I O B L A N C O C O U N T Y

READY MIX CONCRETE • ROCK, SAND, GRAVEL
YOU PICK UP OR WE CAN DELIVER
CUSTOM CRUSHING • FREE QUOTE

Cheryl
Steiner
—Esthetician | Manicurist —

Facials | Manicure | Pedicure | Waxing

970.878.4266
530 Main Street

Meeker, Colorado
—— �——

PrescriptionsSalon &Spa

MEEKER
READYMIXCONCRETE
878-3671
Fresh • Local • Competitive
www.msgreadymix.com

Follow us on Facebook

large palm tree in half about eight
feet up the trunk; having hit the curb
so fast and hard that it launched the
vehicle airborne.

The other brother I had known
very little was Brian. He was the old-
est—11 years older than I.

He want away to high school at
The Abbey in Canon City when I was
about three years old, then to
Dartmouth, then to the Peace Corps. I
really didn’t know him well at all, but
I didn’t want that to stop me from
getting to know him and his wife.

Brian, the oldest, was worth mil-
lions, living in an $11 million flat on
Hyde Park in London.

He didn’t help pay the way, but
Cris and I went to London to see
Brian and Marta. We had a great time
for nine days and vowed that we
would return the next summer.

Brian was killed in an airplane
crash on Christmas Eve that year in
Cali, Colombia, on his way home to
meet his Colombian wife and two
children.

In fact, his two twin sons were
the ones who found their dad’s body
on Christmas Day after two days of
searching by the boys and
Colombian authorities.

You bet the incidents broke me
up pretty good.

Both of these strangers who were
my really unknown brothers had

become good friends to Cris and me
so late in my life that it was like a
one-two knockout. There was a lot of
pain for a lot of years.

But today, I look back at the time
as a true blessing that I had gone that
little bit extra to get to know these
two individuals who I could also call
friends as well as siblings.

Don’t let this opportunity pass.
Take advantage of the holidays

to rekindle friendships with old
friends and perhaps close relatives
who have become lost due to family
infighting, too many miles between
you or a lot of years of inaction
between you.

It might be the best holiday gift
you give—or get.

WINDOW: Family, friends matter most
� Continued fromPage 4A So what if it’s the White River; is

there anyone who really cares?

� SeeWHITE, Page 6A

�
The Rio Blanco Herald
Times welcomes letters to
the editor on issues of local
interest. Write to P.O. Box
720, Meeker, CO 81641 or
send an email to
editor@theheraldtimes.com
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In the past, these disputes were
mostly between those using water
within a specific river basin when new
water rights or diversions were pro-
posed. People in the White and
Yampa rivers mostly watched from
the bleachers regarding diversions in
other basins and vice versa.

That is now changing as the total
amount of water use in the Colorado
River system may exceed supply, par-
ticularly during droughts and demands
continue to increase.

Delph Carpenter, a lawyer and
rancher from Greeley and prior appro-
priation’s architect, recognized a
potential problem in the early 1920s.

The Supreme Court of the United
States had applied prior appropriation
to Western rivers flowing between
states, and California was developing
faster than Colorado. Under the prior
appropriation doctrine of “first in time
first in right” California might claim
most of the Colorado River’s flow,
limiting use upstream—in Colorado.

Ironically Carpenter, one of the
champions of the doctrine, looked for
a way to limit its use, and the
Colorado River Compact was born. It
split up water between the states based
upon an apportionment (a defined

amount), not the date of use, protect-
ing an amount for future uses in
Colorado. Colorado has never decided
how to split up that compact amount
between the Colorado Rivers tributar-
ies.

This leads us to one of today’s
conflicts, framed by two ideas, those
of prior appropriation and apportion-
ment, and the State of Colorado has
used both.

The Yampa/White/Green Basin
Roundtable is advocating for an
amount of water, an apportionment, to
protect existing uses and allow for
some future uses here. This is equi-
table because we use comparatively
little, a small percentage of our native
flow, compared to other basins.

Some, on rivers that have more
use and developed sooner, prefer a
prior appropriation approach to gov-
erning among all tributaries to the
Colorado River. However, it seems
odd that a state that negotiated a com-
pact apportionment, conceived to
avoid having its future dimmed by
prior appropriation, would use the
prior appropriation to leave some of
its river basins in the very position the
state sought to avoid. It could leave
the region with no future use of its
own water, and even in the position of
paying for its existing use. Stay tuned.

Through Colorado’s water plan-
ning process, the Yampa/White/Green
Basin Roundtable has offered a plan
that protects all water users on our
river and offers an olive branch of
sorts.

This vision includes protecting
local water for agriculture, the envi-
ronment and recreation, commerce,
drinking and bathing. It offers collab-
oration with others in the state by sug-
gesting we might consume less of our
natural flow than other basins do, thus
providing some relief for basins with
over-used rivers. After all, East Slope
communities long ago used all of their
local rivers, sometimes drying them
up, and now divert water from the
Colorado River basin as well. The
state water plan calls for collaboration,
not litigation. Please stay tuned.

I told you the answer to the first
question was complicated. I wonder if
Maj. John Wesley Powell is laughing
or crying.

Kevin McBride P.E., is a hydrolo-
gist, member of the Yampa-White-
Green Basins Round Table and
General Manager of the Upper Yampa
Water Conservancy District. The
District owns and operates
Stagecoach and Yamcolo reservoirs
on the Yampa River.

WHITE: Roundtable advocates for water
� Continued from Page 5A

The Rangely schools have a
new lunch program under the
leadership of executive chef
Steve Lucero. The former co-
owner of Burrito Express and
an experienced chef, Lucero
and his staff have made a com-
mitment to the quality of the
food and service. Providing
salad bars at both the elemen-
tary school and the
junior/senior high school,
Lucero and his staff have also
made a real commitment to
healthy choices. Finally, Lucero
and his staff are providing a
daily a la carte menu at the jun-
ior/senior high school that had
included selections such as
delicious breakfast burritos.
From left to right are: Lucero,
Sharon Gilbert and Victoria
Holmes.

MATT SCOGGINS

LUNCH PROGRAM...



By JENNIFER HILL
Special to the Herald Times

RBC I On Nov. 11, the Bureau
of Land Management White River
Field Office hosted public meetings
in Meeker and Rangely to discuss the
scoping process of updating their
Travel and Transportation
Management Plan for the 6.2 million
acres managed by the White River
Field Office.

The stated purpose of the meeting
was to overview the process and
strategies used for developing the
plan as well as to create public inter-
est.According to the presentation, the
reasons for updating the plan include
difficulty in managing existing routes
and to make the terminology more
consistent with current BLM policy.

“Your participation and collabo-
ration are key to this process,” said

Kent Walter, director of the White
River Field Office in Meeker.

The process is currently in its
infancy with the BLM currently seek-
ing scoping comments and hoping to
begin implementation in the summer
of 2017.

Before this process could begin
the BLM had to complete inventories
on all existing travel routes in order
to develop a baseline. These invento-
ries are available for review from the
BLM and were collected in 2014 for
the Eastern portion of the field office
and in 2015 for the western portion.

The areas north of Highway 40
are yet to be completed. During the
collection of information, the BLM
obtained just less than 8,000 photos
and approximately 3,850 miles of
routes mapped via GPS.

Each of these inventoried routes
were catalogued with 11 attributes,

including inventory date, segment
number, planning category, width,
maintenance method, use level, route
number and name, surface type, con-
struction method and use class.

The BLM will begin by looking
at designations for all areas of the
field office, labeling them as either
“open,” “limited” or “closed” OHV
areas. It should be noted that OHV
refers to any off-highway motorized
vehicle, not just ATVs.

Open areas are intended for heav-
ily used areas where all types of vehi-
cle use are allowed at all times.
Limited designations are for restrict-
ed transportation. Examples include
limiting types of travel (motorcycles,
ATVs, high clearance vehicles), time
or season of use or authorized vehi-
cles only. Closed areas prohibit all
OHV use in an effort to protect
resources or visitor safety.

When determining the designa-
tions, the BLM will consider things
such as the protection of resources
including soil, vegetation, air and
wildlife, promotion of safety to users
as well as seek to limit conflicts
between users of the public lands.

The information the BLM is
seeking via public comment include
input on planning criteria and issues
and concerns about potential con-
flicts in resource or use.

These comments are due by Dec.
4. After comments have been gath-
ered and processed, the BLM will
make them available for review on

their website as part of its scoping
report.

Once the scoping process is com-
plete. the BLM plans to work with
cooperative agencies such as the
towns of Rangely, Dinosaur and
Meeker as well as Rio Blanco,
Moffat and Garfield counties,
Colorado Parks and Wildlife and the
White River and Douglas Creek con-
servation districts, among others, to
create alternatives to address issues
identified as part of the scoping
process.

The alternatives will then be pre-
sented to the public at large and the

North West Colorado Resource
Advisory Committee for a 30-day
review.

By the fall of 2016, the BLM
plans to review the draft and com-
plete an environmental analysis for
the routes. This will be followed up
by a 30-day public protest/comment
period.

The BLM expects to issue a for-
mal decision on the travel manage-
ment plan in the spring of 2017.

Comments regarding the scoping
portion of the plan can be submitted
on the White River Field Office web-
site.
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611 S. Stanolind Ave.� Rangely � 970.675.8211

www.westernrioblanco.org

WESTERN RIO BLANCO METROPOLITAN
RECREATION AND PARK DISTRICT

A Rudolph
CHRISTMAS

TUESDAY, DEC. 8 ~ SATURDAY, DEC. 12

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8th
�� Scavenger Hunt ~ You will hop on your sleigh at the

Rec Center and fly down to Christmastown with Rudolph
looking for clues on where all his misfit friends have gone.
Begins Tuesday morning and concludes Friday by noon!
Prizes to the first five Misfits to come back with all the
clues. 

�� Light up Rangely contact Rec Center for more infor-
mation on how to participate. Judging will be on December
10th. Please leave your lights on this night.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11th
�� Gingerbread man decorating: 10-10:45 am at the

Rec Center (Free but please sign up at Rec Center by Dec.
7th.)

�� Shopping in Christmastown: 6-8 pm ( Enjoy shop-
ping at the shops that stay open late for your convenience.) 

�� Sleigh Rides: (Absolute Prestige will be giving free
rides that start at Town Hall.) 

�� Christmastown Caroling 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12th
�� Breakfast with Santa 8-10am (Rec Center)

(The following activities are in the commons at 
Rangely Junior/Senior High School)

�� Vendors: 12-5pm
�� Gingerbread Man Judging: 1pm (Bring your ginger-

bread man that you decorated Friday or one from home.)
�� Senior King & Queen Crowing: 1:30pm (Voting starts

the week before. Look for boxes placed around town and
vote for your favorite 65 and older)

�� Snowflake Baby Contest: 2pm (Age Groups: 1-18
months, 19 months-3 years, 4-5 years)

�� Parade of Lights: 6pm (Starts at Stanolind, ends at
Fire Hall)

�� Dance Recital: 7:00pm (High School Auditorium)

CALL 675-8211 FOR MORE INFORMATION!

Orthopaedic Services

I joined Grand River Health 
because it is a quality facility 
with a small town, caring 
environment.

BLM begins scoping process for travel, transportation plan

RENÉ HARDEN
There were roughly 160 persons on hand on Nov. 14 to watch 38 people jump into an icy
Kenney Reservoir to raise funds for Western Colorado Special Olympics. It was the
first-ever Western Colorado Polar Plunge into the 39-degree water at the reservoir,
according to organizer Norian James, a sports medicine caregiver for Colorado
Northwestern Community College athletics. Some people laughed so hard they were
brought to tears when Roger Polley and his son were jumping in.

COLD FOR A CAUSE...



By REED KELLEY
Special to the Herald Times

MEEKER I Meeker’s new
Board of Education (BOE) met for the
first time Nov. 17 as election victors
were sworn in and new officers, for
two-year terms, were chosen.

Incumbent Tom Allen, Kevin
Amack and Davey Smith were each
sworn in at the beginning of Tuesday’s
meeting, solemnly pledging that they
would “faithfully perform the duties
of the office of school director as
required by law and will support the
Constitution of the United States, the
Constitution of the State of Colorado,
and the laws made pursuant thereto.”

Dr. Robert Dorsett, also elected
Nov. 3, was absent as he’s sailing on
the Sea of Cortez as part of an educa-
tional trip, run by the National
Outdoor Leadership School, empha-
sizing outdoor leadership, science
education, wilderness medicine and
expedition planning. He was sworn in
privately before he left on his trip.

With Dorsett gone, there were
only an even number six board mem-
bers present, resulting in several tie
votes in the officer elections.
Eventually, Bud Ridings was elected
board president, TomAllen was elect-
ed vice president, and out-going pres-
ident Bill deVergie was elected secre-
tary-treasurer.

In other business, the board
approved three additions to school
staff with Laurie Simonsen and
Michelle Adams as classified/certified
substitutes and student Leah Poole as

a custodial substitute.
Policy amendments were made

regarding the board’s monthly meet-
ings and the procedures for public
concerns and complaints.

Also, replacement of the boiler
pumps at Barone Middle School
(BMS) was approved at a cost of
$13,850. Teachers report it’s been a
little chilly in the BMS building with-
out the boiler pumps being fully func-
tional.

In his report, Meeker School
Superintendent Chris Selle stated that
the total head count for the district is
now at 708.5 students. Attendance
rates are up 1.5 percent to 4 percent
across the three schools over last year.

Projections based on the gover-
nor’s budget for 2016-17 will increase
overall district funding by $56,349,
but the negative factor applied by the
Legislature will increase from
$673,000 to $702,256.

“The result is not enough to meet
the costs of inflation and expected stu-
dent population growth,” Selle said.

On the good news side, Selle
reported that Rio Blanco County,
through its Discretionary Grant Fund,
is providing the $62,400 necessary to
complete the district’s project of pro-
viding students with Chromebooks
(computers).

Meeker Education Foundation
President Mary Strang reported that
the foundation continues to work on
raising funds and submitting grant
applications.

Strang was particularly pleased
that the foundation had been asked to

participate as one of the 10 “trees of
appreciation” planned for the Dec. 3
Meeker Parade of Lights. The
Foundation’s 2016 fundraising dinner
will be held Jan. 31.

The Williams Co. has made a
$2,500 donation to the foundation,
which Strang said will be part of their
effort to help the district with an
improved curriculum plan requiring a
total of $145,000.

Seven members of the Meeker
Cowboys girls’ softball team, along
with their coach, Briana Williams,
made a special appearance before the
board, describing the positive influ-
ence the sport had on the students’dis-
cipline and performance in school.

Williams explained what a fantas-
tic season they had. The athletes were
Gracie Bradfield, Kenzie Turner,
Megan Shelton, Savana May, Abbey
Morgan, Taylor Dodds and Sierra
Williams.

The girls emphasized the impor-
tance of attitude adjustment and bond-
ing with their teammates, including
those from the other school districts
(the team had players from Craig,
Rangely and Steamboat as well as
Meeker).

Board member Amack asked
Sierra Williams if she had stolen any
bases this year. Sierra humbly
responded, “A few,” at which point it
was revealed she had ended up No. 1
in Colorado in stolen bases this season
and No. 5 in the nation. It was further
revealed later that Shelton was ranked
No. 3 in the nation in catching statis-
tics.

Champions of the Week
Set yourself apart.
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Patrick Scoggins
Rangely High School Cross Country
Patrick Scoggins, only a sophomore at Rangely High
School, ran his last cross country race of the year on
Saturday, representing Rio Blanco County at the Nike
Cross Country Southwest Regional Championships in
Casa Grande, Ariz., against several hundred other run-
ners. Patrick ran the course in an impressive 16:.36 to
take 17th place overall.

JULIA ESKELSON
Meeker High School Cross Country
Julia Eskelson of Meeker High School ran her last cross country race
of the year on Saturday representing Rio Blanco County at the Nike
Cross Country Southwest Regional Championships in Casa Grande,
Ariz., against several hundred other female runners. Eskelson led the
county girls on the 5-kilometer race in a time of 21:56, good enough
for 99th place.
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By BOBBY GUTIERREZ
bobby@theheraldtimes.com

RANGELY I Rangely High
School’s most recent state wrestling
champion will also be its most recent
head coach.

Travis Witherell, who won an
individual Colorado state wrestling
title wrestling as a senior for the
Panthers in 2010, has been named to
take over the Panther grapplers in his
first year as head coach.

Witherell has assisted the

Panther wrestling program since
graduation.

“We have a good group of guys,
and I’m happy with the turnout,”
coach Witherell said. “The guys are
working hard so far; we want to get
better everyday and we are off to a
great start.”

Eleven wrestlers are out for the
team, and four of them are seniors,
including: Jesse Powell, Caleb
Lawson, Chance Shepherd and Kiki
Ruiz.

“Our group has a good founda-

tion for good things to come,” coach
Witherell said. “I would like to see
more growth in the program, have
more kids come out and become a
dominate program.”

J.C. Chumachero, a former team-
mate of Witherell in 2010, will be an
assistant this year as will veteran
assistant coach Claude Rose and
Blaine Warrior.

The Panthers will open their
grappling season in Grand Junction
at the Colorado Mesa University
Duals on Dec. 5.

Travis Witherell moves to head
wrestling coach for RHS wrestlers

By ELIZABETH SHOGREN
HIGH COUNTRY NEWS
Special to the Herald Times

RBC I Republican presidential
hopeful Jeb Bush recently waded
deeper into issues of public land than
any other candidate has yet, promising
to ease Washington’s grip over the
region. During a visit to Nevada, he
proposed to transplant the Interior
Department from Washington, D.C.,
to one of the big cities of the West.

Bush’s “Western Land and
Resource Management” agenda
includes initiatives tantalizing to
industry and conservationists. He
pledged to undo the Obama adminis-
tration’s Clean Water Rule, which pro-
vides more protection for small
streams and wetlands. But he also
promised to prioritize public access to
federal lands and permanently reau-
thorize the Land and Water
Conservation Fund, which Congress
recently let expire.

The general gist of Bush’s com-
ments on public lands matched his
overall political mantra: Limit
Washington, D.C.’s influence over the
rest of the country and increase state
and local control.

The former governor of Florida
said he would defer to states in man-
aging wildlife, streams and wetlands
and in deciding when and where to
establish national monuments.

“If you just start with the premise
that people in their own communities
actually care about their communities
more than someone who’s removed
from 1,000, 2,000, 3,000 miles away,”
Bush said Oct. 28 during a small event

with Nevada leaders at Rancho San
Rafael Regional Park in Reno.

Bush says he would aim to treat
Western communities as partners in
managing federal lands.

“First and foremost, let’s build a
partnership that’s not top down,” Bush
said in Reno. “I think you’ll find that
the pressures, you know frustrations,
would subside.”

One idea Bush has to improve the
relationship between Washington and
the West is to move the Interior
Department. He suggests Denver,
Reno and Salt Lake City as possible
new homes.

“Historically, presidents export a
Secretary of the Interior from the
West to Washington, D.C. It is time to
import the Department from
Washington, D.C., to the West,”
Bush’s plan states.

On the Land and Water
Conservation Fund, Bush pledged to
permanently reauthorize the popular
50-year-old conservation program,
which has provided funds to buy local
parks and expand national parks and
forests. But Bush said he would divert
some money for maintenance projects
for national parks as a 100th anniver-
sary present to the National Park
Service.

Despite the small size of the Reno
event, some protesters were on hand
and they chanted: “Keep public lands
public!”

Nevada has been a hotspot of the
movement to transfer federal lands to
local control.

Nevada rancher Cliven Bundy,
who has long refused to pay grazing
fees to the Bureau of Land

Management, became a celebrity of
the movement by staging a standoff
with BLM agents in 2014. The
League of Conservation Voters
accused Bush of encouraging such
behavior.

“Jeb Bush’s proposal comes
straight out of the playbook of
Nevada’s own Cliven Bundy,” says
Seth Stein, the press secretary of the
League of Conservation Voters. “It
will weaken the protections for the
public lands that belong to everyone.”

But former Nevada Lt. Gov. Gov.
Brian Krolicki told KRNV television
that Bush demonstrated he under-
stands issues that are crucial to
Nevada.

Although public lands in the West
have received little attention from the
candidates so far, Democratic fron-
trunner Hillary Clinton has suggested
increasing fees to federal fossil fuels.

Bush’s Western lands plan and
his trip to Nevada received relatively
little media attention, reflecting the
candidate’s bleak standings in public
opinion polls. An ABC
News/Washington Post poll released
Oct. 28 showed Bush with only seven
percent of Republican and GOP-
leaning voters favoring him.

Bush’s main event in Nevada,
following the forum at which he
announced his public lands propos-
als, was a town hall meeting with a
Latino group, Libre Initiative. At that
meeting, Bush addressed a wide
range of other issues, including
immigration, job growth and school
reform. For nearly every issue Bush
had the same refrain: “Washington
has too much power.”

Jeb Bush wants to limit fed
control in West, move Interior

Patrick Scoggins, a
sophomore at Rangely
High School, joined sev-
eral other Rio Blanco
County cross country
runners at the Nike
Cross Country
Southwest Regional
Championships in Casa
Grande this past week-
end. In his last high
school race of the sea-
son, Scoggins ran the
course in a time of
16:36, which earned him
a 17th place finish
among a large multi-
school contingent of
runners.

MATT SCOGGINS

LAST HURRAH...

MATT SCOGGINS
Rio Blanco County cross country runners Phalon Osborn, Savanna Nielsen, Raelynn Norman, Julia
Eskelson, Patrick Scoggins and Landon Rowley represented Rio Blanco County at the Nike Cross Country
Southwest Regional Championships in Casa Grande this past weekend. Competing in the small school
division (1,000 or fewer students), the girls were led by Meeker’s Eskelson on the 5-kilometer course
with a time of 21:56 and a 99th place finish, followed by Nielsen in 22:26 (111th), Osborn in 22:46 (118th)
and Norman in 23:26 (128th). Rangely’s Scoggins ran the course in a time of 16:36, which earned him a
17th place finish while Rowley ran a 23:32 and finished in 168th. The meet, which put Meeker and
Rangely runners on the same team, marked the end of the season.

REED KELLEY
In addition to the Meeker High School softball team itself, the big winners at Thursday night’s inaugural
MHS Softball Banquet, held at the high school, were, from left, Sheyenne Cromer, the Cowboy Pride
Award winner, given to the individual who best represents what an athlete should be off and on the field;
Megan Shelton, Defensive Player of the Year; and Sierra Williams, Offensive Player of the Year. Cromer is
a senior from Craig. Shelton, a freshman, ranked third in the nation in catching statistics. Williams, a
sophomore, ranked fifth in the nation for stolen bases and first in Colorado. The team, made up of girls
from Meeker, Craig, Steamboat Springs and Rangely, finished with a regular season record of 9-9 and
played in the first game of the regional playoffs.

MSD board meets, looks at budget



By SARAH GILMAN
HIGH COUNTRY NEWS
Special to the Herald Times

RBC I Neal Clark has been
watching his feet a lot this fall day.
The young environmental lawyer
chose flipflops for the day’s tour of the
Utah desert with the blithe self-assur-
ance of someone comfortable out-
doors. Remarkably, he’s stumbled into
thorns only once.

Now, he cautiously threads a gap
between banks of cryptobiotic crust.
The castle-like colonies of microor-
ganisms anchor the thin topsoil; no
conscientious environmentalist would
crush them. But Clark pauses: Just
ahead, an oil rig towers on a patch of
earth scraped bare to accommodate
trucks and equipment.

“There’s something ironic about
tiptoeing around crust next to some-
thing like this,” he says wryly.

That incongruity stretches far
beyond this spot. Clark, who works
for the Southern Utah Wilderness
Alliance, is pointing out Bureau of
Land Management parcels that are
being developed for oil and gas near
Canyonlands National Park, Dead
Horse Point State Park and some of
the other scenic areas that have made
nearby Moab an outdoor recreation
mecca.

Fidelity Exploration & Production
Co. has 31 oil wells here, most drilled
in recent years. Though the National
Park Service and BLM credit Fidelity
with keeping its facilities as low-
impact as possible, many feel the
development illustrates why the BLM
should plan much more carefully
where and how drilling is allowed.

“This is one of the most spectacu-
lar places on the planet,” Clark argues.
“It doesn’t make a lot of sense to allow
oil companies to disturb this land-
scape.”

Hoping to strike a better balance,
in August, the BLM released a draft
“master leasing plan” for nearly
800,000 federal acres here that would
significantly curtail future develop-
ment near national parks, trails and
other sensitive sites. It proposes to put
145,000 acres off-limits, up from 753,
and to increase the acreage where sur-
face energy infrastructure is prohibit-
ed from 134,000 to 306,000.

“This is a turning point for the
recreation world,” says Ashley
Korenblat of Moab’s Western Spirit
Cycling. “Suddenly, we have stand-
ing.”

Proponents say the plan’s zoning-
style approach is a model for how to
resolve conflicts between drilling and

other values, including wildlife, hik-
ing, biking and even four-wheeling,
by heading them off before they start.

But only seven of the dozen mas-
ter leasing plans underway in
Wyoming, Colorado and Utah have
been finalized. None have yet been
implemented, raising questions about
how the approach will fare if the next
administration swings right.

“It really matters what BLM lead-
ership is going to do, come 2016,”
says Matt Lee-Ashley of the Center
for American Progress, who was
deputy chief of staff to former Interior
Secretary Ken Salazar. “Hopefully, by
then it will be a tool that the agency is
more experienced and comfortable
with, and it will survive regardless of
whether political winds change in
D.C.”

Master leasing plans sprang from
the notorious 2008 Utah oil and gas
lease auction where environmental
activist Tim DeChristopher bid on
parcels near Canyonlands, Arches
National Park and Dinosaur National
Monument to keep them undeveloped,
and he ended up in prison.

At Salazar’s order, a team
reviewed 77 contested leases and
found that some should never have
been auctioned, while others merited
stronger restrictions.

Those problems were systemic,
says then-BLM Director Bob Abbey.
“We inherited an oil and gas program
where over 50 percent of leasing deci-
sions were being protested and litigat-
ed. There was no certainty for any-
one.”

Field offices leaned heavily on
their resource management plans—
blueprints for managing huge land-
scapes that tend not to account for on-
the-ground nuances, such as whether
potential leases are within sight of
trails. Unless plans explicitly with-
drew land from leasing, companies
could nominate it and the BLMwould
go ahead, worrying about mitigation
when companies applied to drill.

So in May 2010, the agency insti-
tuted reforms that, among other
things, required field offices to under-
take master leasing plans for areas that
met certain criteria: They needed to be
substantially unleased, have mostly
federal mineral rights, possess hydro-
carbon reserves, and have the poten-
tial for significant conflicts with clean
air, recreation, wilderness or other val-
ues.

But the reforms proceeded at a
sluggish pace. The Deepwater
Horizon oil spill happened just a few
weeks earlier, diverting officials’
attention to strengthening offshore

policies. The BLM’s massive sage
grouse planning effort began that year,
too, and many field offices were tan-
gled in resource management plan
revisions.

Financial constraints didn’t help:

Utah BLM put four other plans on
hold so it could finish the high-profile
Moab plan. Utah’s congressional dele-
gation and its state government
opposed the effort. And there was
reluctance within the BLM itself: “It
was a brand-new concept in an area
that the agency has historically not
exercised a lot of discretion,” says
Nada Culver, director of The
Wilderness Society’s BLM Action
Center. “The attitude was that we have
to keep everything open in case the oil
and gas industry wants it.”

Even so, the concept gradually
caught on.

In some parts of Colorado, includ-
ing North Park, South Park and a
small chunk of the state’s southwest-
ern corner, the BLM had initially
resisted undertaking a master leasing
plan. Now, however, those areas have
completed plans or have begun
processes for them.

Thanks to the protections laid out
in one Colorado master leasing plan
adjacent to Dinosaur National
Monument, for example, some
regional and national environmental
groups aren’t fighting BLM’s
allowance for 15,000 newwells in that
region, Culver says.

Meanwhile, “lease sales have gen-
erally been more thoughtful,” says
Steve Bloch, Southern Utah
Wilderness Alliance legal director.
Indeed, the number of leases offered
nationwide has dropped by half since
2008. The recession has something to
do with that, but the proportion of
leases protested has fallen steadily too,
from 41 percent in 2010, to less than
20 percent in 2014.

The resulting draft plan’s pre-
ferred path forward increases protec-
tions over the entire area, closes
unleased BLM lands near Arches and

Canyonlands to mineral development,
and creates buffers around popular
climbing and canyoneering areas,
trails, cultural sites, popular filming
locations, viewpoints and access
roads. Still, conservationists worry
that it gives managers too much lee-
way to waive some protections and
that it doesn’t adequately safeguard a
popular stretch of the Green River that
winds through Labyrinth Canyon.

Companies and trade associations,
meanwhile, dismiss the argument that
leasing plans provide more certainty.
The regulations are redundant, argues
Fidelity’s Tim Rasmussen: “We think
(the Moab plan) penalizes energy
development without considering the
socio-economic benefits that it brings
to the area.”

It’s also unclear how far the BLM
will go in imposing the new protec-
tions on existing leases when compa-
nies apply for drilling permits.

But the benefits of the intensive
public process are clear. The Moab
City Council has endorsed the plan.
And after three incumbents were
swept from the Grand County Council
last fall, that body withdrew its request

for the BLM to leave things as they
are, though it hasn’t commented on
the new plan. Even Utah may be soft-
ening.

In 2013, it hired Brad Peterson to
be its first director of outdoor recre-
ation, giving that industry a much
stronger voice in state government.

“So far, my general take is that
support for the (Moab plan) is tenta-
tively growing,” Peterson says. As the
state’s powerhouse recreation econo-
my expands, “people are starting to
understand what the benefits would be
in the future.”

One of those benefits is increased
local input on leasing decisions, which
could help them stick regardless of
who’s in the White House. Even the
growing movement among conserva-
tive states to take over federal lands is
about wanting local control over man-
agement, Peterson points out.

“The master leasing plan in South
Park was proposed by the county with
the backing of three Republican com-
missioners.” adds Culver. “Once you
let people see that they have a voice,
it’s very hard to take it away.”
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SUPPORTYOUR LOCALBOOSTERS!
With the support of the business community, we are able to provide this
space for weekly schedules of athletic activities. The support is greatly
appreciated. If we missed contacting you as a booster, please contact
Bobby Gutierrez at the Herald Times at 675-5033. We can add your
name next week.

W.C. Striegel
17030 Hwy. 64 Rangely, CO

675-8444

Silver Sage RV &
Mobile Home Park

259 Crest, Rangely, CO

675-2259

Colorado CPA
Services, PC

118 W. Main St., Rangely, CO

675-2222

Alliance Energy
Service, LLC

1400 Chevron Rd. | P.O. Box 923

675-3010

Bank of the San Juans
222 W. Main, Rangely, CO

675-8481

RANGELYPANTHERS

Rio Blanco
Herald Times

Serving Rio Blanco County

675-5033

RHS Athletics
Basketball:

12/3-12/5
Girls Cowboy Shootout — Meeker TBA
12/10-12/12
Boys Cowboy Shootout — Meeker TBA

Wrestling:
12/5
CMU Duals — CMU-Grand Jct 8AM
12/11
Hotchkiss/Mofft Cty — Hotchkiss 6PM
12/12
Delta Tourney — Delta 9AM

MEEKER COWB

SUPPORTYOUR LOCAL BOOSTERS!
With the support of the business community, we are able to provide this space for weekly schedules of
athletic activities. The support is greatly appreciated. If we missed contacting you as a booster, please
contact the Herald Times at 887788--44001177. We can add your name next week.

Coulter Aviation
Meeker, CO
878-5045

Watt’s Ranch Market
271 E. Market, Meeker, CO

878-5868

Bank of the San Juans
500 Main, Meeker, CO

878-5073

White River Electric
Association, Inc.

233 Sixth St., Meeker, CO
878-5041

Northwest Auto
Sales & Service

485 Market St., Meeker, CO
878-5026

MEEKER  COWBOYS
Ma Famiglia Restaurant
Henry & Kris Arcolesse
410 Market, Meeker, CO

878-4141

White River Convenience
793 E. Market, Meeker, CO

878-5353

MHS SPORTS
Basketball

DEC. 3-5 GIRLS COWBOY SHOOTOUT HOME 
DEC. 10-12 BOYS COWBOY SHOOTOUT HOME 

DEC. 18 AT OLATHE V & JV AWAY 

Wrestling
DEC. 5 CMU DUALS V GRAND JUNCTION 8:00
DEC. 5 OLATHE TOURNAMENT JV OLATHE
DEC. 12 DELTA TOURNAMENT V DELTA 9:00
DEC. 12 RIFLE TOURNAMENT JV RIFLE 9:00
DEC. 18-19 WARRIOR CLASSIC V, JV GH

Cookie Lockhart: Auctioneer/Broker

Call or Text 303.710.9999
See Pictures at www.lockhartauction.com
EEmmaaiill ccooookkiiee@@lloocckkhhaarrttaauuccttiioonn..ccoomm

Cooperating broker: Steve Wix, Backcountry Realty

AUCTION:
SUNDAY, DEC. 6 - 11 AM

to settle estate of Elizabeth Backes,
(1941-2015)

HOME
Strategically located: 826 Second St., Meeker

Heirs chose to sell the fastest, fairest way: 
“PUBLIC AUCTION”!

� Extra nice � 3 Bedroom � 3 Bath 
� Huge Den � Fireplaces

REAL ESTATE OPEN HOUSE 
BLACK FRIDAY 11-4 

and Sat. 10-2 
and/or Contact us: Terms • Preview • Register •  

Title Info & receive a Pre-Bid Advantage

� LIZ’S SHOPPING MALL, HAS IT ALL! �
I mean it is JAM-PACKED! Selling ITEM-ITEM- All in
Exceptional Condition: ‘06 Silverado + GMC 3/4T;

EXTREME amount of Treasures, Large Coin Collection,
Old Traps, Multiple Porcelain Dolls, Value Jewelry,
Outstanding Furniture, Antiques, China, Glass

Cabinets. YOU NAME THE PRICES!

Separate Auction:
GOLD MINE OPPORTUNITY, REAL ESTATE, APTS., OLD

WEST SALOON. Northwest COLORADO.
DATE PENDING

�	.����	�
’�
E P I S C O P A L C H U R C H

115KennedyDr.
Rangely, CO81648

Sunday Service
at 10:15AM

�
4th Sunday of themonth

at 10:00AM
�

2nd Sunday of themonth
at 4:00 PM

WEHAVEALLTYPESOF
SAND&GRAVELFORSALE

MEEKER
SAND&GRAVEL

Haul yourownmaterials or call
us to scheduledeliveries of

gravel andconcrete.
878-3671

www.msgreadymix.com
Follow us on Facebook

Can drilling and recreation get along in Moab, Utah, region?

“
”

This is a turning point
for the recreation

world...
Suddenly, we have

standing.
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Give the Gift of Light
this Holiday Season

WREA Electric Gift Certificate
Please Print

Recipient’s Name ___________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip _____________________________________________________
Amount of Gift ____________________________________________________
Your Name _______________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________________
City, St, Zip ________________________________________________________
Phone Number _____________________________________________________
Signature _________________________________________________________
__ Mail Certificate to Me __ Mail Certificate to Recipient __ No Certificate Please

Looking for the perfect gift for your friend, neighbor, or favorite relative? How about an
electric gift certificate? It’s simple: decide on the amount you want to give,we’ll credit the recipi-

ent’s account and prepare a certificate thatWREA will either mail to the recipient or to you for hand delivery.

To give theGift of Light this holiday season, or any time,mail this form and your payment to:WREA, PO
Box 958,Meeker,CO 81641, or drop it by the office.Make check or money order payable to: White River Electric Assn.

43900 Highway 13 � Meeker, Colorado � 970-878-3528

Winter’s Here.
Be Prepared!

NNooww CCaarrrryyiinngg NNoobbllee
OOuuttffiitttteerrss BBoooottss

• 100% Waterproof construction
• Men’s and Women’s specific fit
• Opti-Dry breathable and 
moisture-wicking mesh lining
• Contoured foam for a custom,
secured fit
• Removable shock absorbing, 
3-layer and anti-bacterial insole

SAMUELSONSAMUELSON

IITT’’SS TTHHEE BBEESSTT OOFFFFEERR OOFF TTHHEE YYEEAARR

EEXXAAMMPPLLEE BBLLAACCKK FFRRIIDDAAYY OOFFFFEERR:: 22001155 GGMMCC SSiieerrrraa 44xx44 SSLLTT DDoouubbllee CCaabb
MMSSRRPP:: $$3399,,338855 1155%% CCaasshh BBaacckk11:: $$66,,668822

OONN SSEELLEECCTT 22001155 GGMMCC SSIIEERRRRAA 11550000 MMOODDEELLSS..

OOFFMMSSRRPP CCAASSHH BBAACCKK

HHuurrrryy,, OOffffeerr EEnnddss NNoovveemmbbeerr 3300,, 22001155!!

1. On oldest 15% of inventory as of 11/14/15 while stock last. Not compatible with special finance, lease and some other offers. Take
delivery by 11/30/15. See dealer for details.  

15%%

485 Market St.  
Meeker , Colorado
(970) 878-5026

WE SERVICE ALL MAKES & MODELS 

New Auto Sales • Service • Rental
Vehicles Tires • 24-Hour Tow Truck

wwwwww..nnwwaauuttooggmmcc..nneettFull Service                         Dealership

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE!
Order your stuffed mushroom tray!

OOppeenn MMoonn..~~SSaatt.. 1111aamm--99ppmm •• CClloosseedd SSuunn..

Take Out Available
NOW DELIVERING after 5:00pm

www.mafamiglia.com410 Market St.  (970) 878-4141

BBOOOOKK YYOOUURR
HHOOLLIIDDAAYY PPAARRTTYY TTOODDAAYY!!

BBUUOONNNNAATTAALLEE!!

Just what you always wanted...

777700 MMAAIINN SSTT.. || MMEEEEKKEERR || 887788--99889988
MM--FF 1100--66 ~~ SSAATT 1100--44 ~~ SSUUNN CClloosseedd

wwwwww..ttuurrqquuooiisseeggyyppssyybboouuttiiqquuee..ccoomm

WATT’S RANCH MARKETWATT’S RANCH MARKET
970.878.5868 • 271 E.  Market  • Meeker,  Colorado

Open seven days a week 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday through Saturday and 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Sunday. 
• Since 1955 •

Find all your
Thanksgiving
Day dinner

needs 
at

Find all your
Thanksgiving
Day dinner

needs 
at

206 Market Street 1 Meeker 1 970−878−3688

WeNdlL’S
Canyon Cleaners Pickup/Dropoff on Tuesdays

Wendll’s welcomes you to our
annual Holiday Open House

Friday, Nov. 27 8am-5pm • Saturday, Nov. 28 8am-5pm
Food, Drinks and a Drawing for a $100 Gift Certificate!

Happy Black Friday
Small Business Saturday !

y

VALLEY
HARDWARE
401 E. Market St. � Meeker

878-4608
Open 7:30-6 � Mon.-Fri.

Open 8-6 � Sat.
Closed Sun.

THREEDAY

ClosedThanksgiving

Wed., Nov. 25 ~ 7:30am-6pm
Fri., Nov. 27 ~ 7:30am-6pm
Sat., Nov. 28 ~ 8am-6pm

SALE

Special to the Herald Times

RBC I The White River National Forest’s winter
motor vehicle use season began began Monday and ends
May 20.

During the winter season all wheeled vehicles
(including bikes) are limited to plowed routes, travel
allowed through designation as open in the Forest’s 2011
Travel Management Plan, or by a permit specific to the
activity.

Routes and areas open to motorized winter travel are
identified in the Forest’s Winter Motor Vehicle Use Maps
(MVUM’s), which are free and available at all ranger dis-

tricts and online at www.fs.usda.gov/detail/whiteriver/
home/?cid=stelprdb5328680.

Mountain biking is allowed on plowed roads open to
wheeled vehicles. Currently, no winter trails on the forest
are open to mountain bikes, including fat-tire bikes.
Trails are closed to mechanized use (bikes) during the
winter season primarily to provide suitable winter habitat
for wildlife, reduce soil erosion during the mud seasons
and to reduce potential user conflicts.

The White River National Forest acknowledges that
technology has changed that enables mountain bikes
greater capability to operate on packed snow since the
2011 Travel Management Plan was finalized. The forest

is currently working with local International Mountain
Biking Association (IMBA) representatives who will
lead and coordinate a public process to develop a pro-
posal of winter routes that would be open to fat tire snow
biking.

The proposal will be based on current winter routes
that are groomed and under permit. IMBA is encouraging
users and interested publics to work with their local bik-
ing organizations and representatives of IMBA to better
understand the process, what routes can be considered
and IMBA’s potential time line. A full public input peri-
od and environmental review will be part of the project
proposal.

Until then, forest users are asked to obtain and adhere
to the Winter Motor Vehicle Use Maps and special orders
in accordance with the 2011 Travel Management Plan
decision. Excluding winter wildlife closure areas, many
communities and adjacent BLM lands currently have
designated routes open to mechanized use (mountain bik-
ing) during the winter.

You may find more information about the winter
travel season by visiting www.fs.usda.gov/ detail/whi-
teriver/home/?cid=STELPRD B5328826. Both winter
and summer MVUM’s are available to download at
www.fs.usda.gov/detail/whiteriver/home/?cid=stel-
prdb5328680.

New travel rules take over in White River National Forest

At Home for the Holidays
Win Holiday Bucks Each Week At These Meeker Merchants
Sign up at each of these Rio Blanco County locations every week for a chance to win. No purchase necessary, but

we hope you take a look at the great selections at each store and do your holiday shopping at home this year.
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At Home for the Holidays
Win Holiday Bucks Each Week At These Rangely Merchants
Sign up at each of these Rio Blanco County locations every week for a chance to win. No purchase necessary, but

we hope you take a look at the great selections at each store and do your holiday shopping at home this year.

—MARKET —
609 WEST MAIN ST � RANGELY � 675-2554 � 7-9 SEVEN DAYS A WEEK

[tÑÑç [ÉÄ|wtçá
OOUURR SSTTAAFFFF WWOOUULLDD LLIIKKEE
TTOO TTHHAANNKK TTHHEE RRAANNGGEELLYY
CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY FFOORR TTHHEEIIRR

SSUUPPPPOORRTT..

[tÑÑç [ÉÄ|wtçá
OOUURR SSTTAAFFFF WWOOUULLDD LLIIKKEE
TTOO TTHHAANNKK TTHHEE RRAANNGGEELLYY
CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY FFOORR TTHHEEIIRR

SSUUPPPPOORRTT..

611 S. Stanolind Ave.� Rangely
970.675.8211 www.westernrioblanco.org

WINTER HOURS: Mon-Thurs 5:30am-9pm • Fri 5:30am-7pm • Sat & Sun 9am-5pm

WESTERN RIO
BLANCO METROPOLITAN

RECREATION y PARK DISTRICT

Recreation Center &
Cedar Ridges Golf Course Passes

Make
GREAT

Christmas Gifts!
Youth • Teen • Adult • Family

Gift Certificates Available RANGELY HARDWARE
105W. Main St. • Rangely • 970-675-2454

OPEN 7 DAYS AWEEK! M-F 7am-8pm • Sat & Sun 8am-6pm

Watch for our
12 Days of Christmas
promotion for great money-saving gift ideas!

COMING SOON!

Any Whirlpool
appliance
10% OFF

Limited
to stock on
hand with
coupon!

FreeDelivery&Installation

RANGELY HARDWARE

112 East Main Street • Rangely
675-2025

Serving Rangely for 24 Years

PROFESSIONAL
TOUCH

Tire & Auto Repair
24-Hour Towing

Parts and Accessories

332211 EE.. MMaaiinn SStt.. •• UUnniittss 33&&44 •• 997700--667755--22882288
99aamm--1111ppmm SSuunn..--TThhuurrss.. •• 99aamm--1122ppmm FFrrii.. && SSaatt..

Beer � Wine � Liquor � Cigars
���	�����	������


HHooll
iiddaayy SSppeecciiaallss

Serving a Full Breakfast & Lunch Menu
Drive Thru & Take Out Available!

124 W. Main St. OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
Rangely, CO 81648 Monday-Friday 6am-2pm
970.675.2799 Saturday-Sunday 7am-2pm

DDiinnee iinn
aanndd eennjjooyy
bboottttoommlleessss
eesspprreessssoo..

EEsspprreessssoo •• LLaatttteess •• SSmmooootthhiieess •• FFrreesshh BBaakkeedd MMuuffffiinnss && PPaassttrriieess

cafe���� �	���	

���� ���
RANGELY AUTO PARTS

Mon.-Fri. 7am-6pm • Saturday 8am-4pm • Closed Sunday
214 EAST MAIN • RANGELY • 970-675-5051

NICHOLS
STORE

825 E. Main • Rangely
970-675-8852

NICHOLS
STORE
Thank you

for your
patronage!

Thank you
for your

patronage!

HOLIDAY
SPECIALS

&

Gift Packs
Available

719 East Main St.
Rangely, Colorado

970.675.8596
Open 7 days a week

Beer • Wine • Spirits • Mixers • Ice

Fast, Friendly Service.
YOUR ONE-STOP SHOP!
Come in and visit us! Special orders welcome.

— RANGELY —
LIQUOR STORE

Your
Christmas
Gift Shop!
AA WWiiddee VVaarriieettyy ooff
IItteemmss IInncclluuddiinngg

FFrreesshh FFlloowweerrss
HHaannddbbaaggss

FFaasshhiioonn AAcccceessssoorriieess
GGiifftt BBaasskkeettss

MMccCCaallllss CCaannddlleess
AAllmmoonndd TTooffffeeee

GGiifftt BBaasskkeettss
HHoommee DDeeccoorr
BBrroonnccoo IItteemmss

HHaattss aanndd mmuucchh mmoorree!!

SWEETBRIAR
713 E Main • 675-5353

Rangely, CO
www.sweetbriaronline.com
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Carl Gene Mason of Rangely,
Colo., passed away on Monday, Nov.
16, 2015, in Vernal, Utah. He was
born on July 7, 1942, in Walsenburg,
Colo., to Audry Huff and Earl
Mason.
Carl enjoyed life as a cowboy.

He enjoyed being outdoors and
working hard.
Carl is survived by: his children:

Sharon Casey of Lawson, Mo.,
Cynthia (Roy) Stinett of Joplin, Mo.,

Kimmie Mason
of Lee’s Summit,
Mo., Rebecca
Smith of Lee’s
Summit, Mo.,
Max (Michelle)
Mason of Lee’s
Summit, Mo.,
and Bow Mason
of Tonopah,
Ariz.; good
friend Michelle

Hardee of Vernal, Utah; brother Gary
Mason and sister Shirley (Dick)
Jameson.
He was preceded in death by his

parents and a brother, Lyle Mason.
A memorial service was held at 5

p.m. at the New Creation Church in
Rangely on Saturday, Nov. 21, 2015.
Online condolences may be

shared at
AshleyValleyFuneralHome.com

OBITUARY

Carl Mason

Carl Gene MasonJuly 7, 1942~Nov. 16, 2015
Special to the Herald Times

RBC I The Blanco Ranger
District of the White River National
Forest plans to conduct slash pile
burning in the Ute Creek and
Trappers Lake area in the coming
days.
These sites are approximately 27

and 38 miles east of Meeker on
National Forest lands near and adjoin-
ing private lands in Rio Blanco and
Garfield Counties.
Officials anticipate that this burn-

ing may take up to two days to
accomplish. This work is a continua-
tion of the Blanco Summer Homes
beetle kill slash removal and cleanup
after the Trappers Lake wildland fire
of 2002.
Ideal conditions require adequate

ventilation or light winds for smoke
dispersion and some permanent snow
on the ground to keep fire contained
to the piles. Smoke from burning may
be visible from Rio Blanco County
roads 8, 12 and 119 as well as Forest
Road 205.

Most of the smoke will dissipate
during the day; however some night
time smoke may remain in valley bot-
toms and drainages. This is only
expected to be a short-term occur-
rence.
Prescribed fire smoke may affect

your health. For more information,
please visit: www.colorado.gov/
pacific/cdphe/wood-smoke-and-
health.
For more information, contact the

Blanco Ranger District office at 970-
878-4039.

Prescribed burns planned at
Ute Creek and Trappers Lake

Read us online @ theheraldtimes.com
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