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Colorado News Collaborative

RBC I On Denver’s west side, 
an elderly man had been managing 
his solitude just fine until the pan-
demic hit, taking with it what social 
life he had and leaving in its place a 
loneliness he had not felt for years. 
Not far from his house, a young 
woman fights panic attacks after 
COVID-19 killed her grandfather 
and landed her in the hospital. Now, 
she fears the virus will come for her 
again and this time she will die.

In Fort Collins, the school dis-
trict announces an early return to 
online learning, and moments later, 
a struggling mother calls the local 
mental health center: “I can’t do 
this again.”

On the Eastern Plains is a 
third-generation farmer, and if the 
pandemic does not weigh on him 
heavily, this year’s record drought 
and the crop failure it caused do. 
It sets off an irritability and dread 
that words do not capture in the 
same way they cannot capture 
the layering of crises that marks 
this time: the body blows dealt by 
the pandemic, the shaky econo-
my, climate-change driven fire and 
drought, civil rights reckoning and 
a polarizing election.

Coloradans are on edge. As 
individuals. As families. As com-
munities. Colorado already had 
greater demand for behavioral 
health services than it could pro-
vide. And the safety net that even 
the state’s top mental health official 
says has “too many holes” might 
be facing budget cuts instead of a 
planned injection of funding for 
reform. 

These crises have led to a 
well-documented flood of calls to 
crisis and referral lines, and nearly 
half of Coloradans recently report-
ed experiencing anxiety or depres-
sion. 

“Everyone is really strug-
gling with the same things,” says 
Kristen Cochran-Ward, director of 
Connections, a mental health and 
substance abuse program at the 
Health District of Northern Larimer 
County. “I have heard people say-
ing that we are all in the same boat. 
We are not all in the same boat. We 
are all in the same storm. And some 
people might be in a cruise ship and 
some might be on a tire raft.” 

To capture the current psyche 
of our state, the   is partnering 
with nearly 100 others through 
the Colorado News Collaborative 
(COLab) to document how 
Coloradans are coping. Our hope is 
that in a state where stigma around 

mental health struggles runs high, 
this reporting and the conversa-
tions that follow will prompt better 
understanding of widely misunder-
stood and hidden experiences.

If there is a silver lining to this 
time – and we choose to believe 
there is – it is the 
realization that 
even if we find 
ourselves isolat-
ed, we are not 
alone.

“This has 
affected all of 
our wellbe-
ing, all of us,” 
says Dr. Carl 
Clark, presi-
dent and CEO 
of the Mental 
Health Center of 
Denver. “So, I 
think it has kind 
of washed away that us-them thing 
around mental health. I think it is 
making people realize: ‘Hey, it’s 
not us-them. It’s us.’”
TOO MANY HOLES IN 
THE NET

Colorado was in poor shape to 
handle 2020’s confluence of cri-
ses. This year’s heightened mental 
health needs have run headlong into 
a complex, ever-shifting constella-
tion of decades-old challenges: the 

state’s higher-than-average preva-
lence of high-risk mental health 
conditions; a backlog of demand 
caused by a thicket of red tape 
among state agencies and pri-
vate insurers; a behavioral health 
workforce shortage compounded 

by low rates of 
psych ia t r i s t s 
and psycholo-
gists who accept 
public or pri-
vate insurance; 
cultural stigma 
and slow pub-
lic and political 
recognition that 
mental health is 
as important as 
physical health. 

For commu-
nities of color, 
which have a 
history of trau-

ma and lack of access to health 
care, the need has been especially 
acute. 

The Colorado Health Institute 
has been surveying residents about 
behavioral health and access to 
care since 2009 and found the sit-
uation generally deteriorating ever 
since. Based on its data, 870,000 
Coloradans were in significant dis-
tress in 2019. 

Nationally, Colorado has the 

third highest prevalence of men-
tal illness among adults, according 
to the most recent annual report 
by Mental Health America. That 
report, based on data from 2017 
and 2018, also finds Colorado has 
the nation’s highest percentage of 
adults with substance abuse disor-
der and the third-highest percent-
age of adults considering suicide. 
Colorado’s suicide rate hit nearly 22 
per 100,000 in 2018 compared to an 
average of 14 per 100,000 people 
nationally. Our national rankings 
for young people are not much 
better. 

Theories about what explains 
Colorado’s grim statistics run the 
gamut from altitude to higher rates 
of gun ownership to a culture of 
Western self-reliance that down-
plays emotions.

“‘Pull yourself up by your 
bootstraps’ is probably the most 
misleading statement ever,” says 
Colorado Department of Human 
Services Office of Behavioral 
Health chief Robert Werthwein, 
noting the credo wrongly assumes 
mental health hinges solely on indi-
vidual will rather than on genetics, 
brain chemistry, trauma and a host 
of other factors.

State government is partially 

Colorado's shadow epidemic: heightened anxiety, 
depression are testing families, communities and 
Colorado's already-frayed mental health safety nets

SANTA'S SOUPED-UP SLEIGH ...

CAITLIN WALKER PHOTO
Santa's ride was extra souped-up this year thanks to efforts by ERBM Recreation and Park District, Rio Blanco County Sheriff's office, 
Meeker Police Department and Rio Blanco Fire Protection District. A Santa parade, complete with a siren-sounding entourage, made its 
way around Meeker Saturday morning. It was a social distancing-friendly alternative to ERBM's Breakfast with Santa event. Download the 
free Zappar app and scan the Zapcode on the image above to watch a full video (click in the digital edition.)
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Whatever you’re 
going through, crisis 
counselors and 
professionally trained 
peer specialists are 
available to help. 
Call Colorado Crisis 
Service’s hotline at 
1-844-493-TALK(8255). 
There is no wrong 
reason to reach out.

on edge

By ROXIE FROMANG
Special to the Herald Times

RANGELY I Rangely’s 
Christmasfest looks a bit differ-
ent this year due to COVID-19.  
Determined to provide some hol-
iday cheer when it is needed the 
most, the Western Rio Blanco 
Metropolitan Recreation and 
Park District (WRBM Rec and 
Park District) with many other 
organizations kicked off 2020 
Christmasfest festivities this 
week.  The Snowflake Baby and 
Pet Contest went virtual for 2020.  
There is still time to go onto the 
WRBM Rec and Park District 
Facebook page and vote for your 
favorite entries until Dec. 11.  

The Elf on the Shelf Scavenger 
Hunt is already underway and 
ends Dec. 11.  Elf “Snickerdoodle” 
will be located throughout the 
town at different businesses every 
day. Once you find the elf you 
must take a selfie with him and 
post it on the Rangely’s Elf on 
the Shelf Facebook page. Once 
you do this you will be entered 
to win chamber bucks after the 
event is over. If you make a pur-
chase at that location and post the 
receipt on the Rangely’s Elf on 
the Shelf Facebook page you will 
be entered for a second chance to 
win Chamber bucks.  For more 
information contact the Rangely 
Area Chamber of Commerce at 
675-5290.

Sleigh Rides will be held Dec. 
11 at 1485 La Mesa Circle from 5 
to 8 p.m.  This event is sponsored 
by WRBM Rec and Park District 
and provided by Absolute Prestige 
to the public for free so please tip 
the sleigh driver.  There will be a 
chili bar, hot dogs, hot cocoa bar, 
and a fire pit to make smores. This 
part of the event is sponsored by 
Wildlife Expressions.

Finish up Christmasfest week 
on Saturday, Dec. 12 at the Parade 
of Lights.  The theme for the parade 
this year is a Classic Christmas. 
The parade will begin at 6 p.m.  
Line up starts on South Stanolind 
and heads down Main Street to the 
Fire Hall.  Additional information 
can be found on WRBM Rec and 
Park District Facebook page or 
by calling 675-8211 or by going 
to http://westernrioblanco.org/ for 
contest entry forms.

Christmas 
happenings 
underway 
in Rangely

COURTESY PHOTO
The Snowflake Baby contest 
is virtual this year. Head to 
WRBM's Facebook page to 
vote through Dec. 11.

u See ON EDGE, Page 2A
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We can work together to Stop the Spread.
For our loved ones, for our businesses and for our communities.

Rio Blanco County is currently 
experiencing a community 

outbreak of COVID-19.
Everyone is advised to CANCEL NON-

ESSENTIAL GATHERINGS, remain at 
home if possible, wear a mask, and social 
distance in all other situations. Let’s work 

together to keep Rio Blanco County OPEN.
Testing Options:

FREE drive-up testing is available in Meeker at the Fairfield 
Center AND in Rangely at Public Health every Monday 

through Friday from 10 to 11 a.m., weekends by appt. 

Please call 970-878-9520 in Meeker or 
970-878-9525 in Rangely with any questions.

RIO BLANCO COUNTY COVID-19 STATS
AS OF DECEMBER 9, 2020

MEEKER ACTIVE CASES

16
CURRENT 

HOSPITALIZATIONS

2
TOTAL HOSPITALIZED 

(SINCE 4/1/20)

15
MEEKER SCHOOL 

DISTRICT

3
DEATHS

2
RANGELY SCHOOL 

DISTRICT

8

RANGELY ACTIVE CASES

55

REAL-TIME DATA: https://rbc.us/606/COVID-19-Updates

responsible, Werthwein says blunt-
ly. A recent study by the Colorado 
Department of Human Services 
finds fault with a bureaucracy in 
which 10 different state agencies 
run 75 different behavioral health 
programs, with hundreds of fund-
ing streams, thousands of bill-
ing rules, and no shared vision 
for care. Seventy-five programs 
“means there are 74 wrong doors,” 
Werthwein says. 

“There are too many holes in 
the net.” 

Some of the most gaping are 
sparsely populated communities, 
many of which have dispropor-
tionately high overdose and sui-
cide cases and high rates of stigma 
around mental health challenges. 
The need for counseling or treat-
ment doubled or tripled in many 
rural counties over the past six 
years.

In the state study of Colorado’s 
behavioral health system, lack 
of access to care was repeated-
ly cited as the greatest problem. 
Even as COVID began its spread, 
the state legislature cut hoped-for 
expansions of pilot programs and 
new money for mental health and 
substance abuse programs targeting 
people living in underserved com-
munities and youth and adults in the 
criminal justice system. 
THE ROAR

The first recorded COVID 
death — an elderly woman in El 
Paso County — came on March 13. 
The state went under lockdown 12 
days later. 

People who could work from 
home did. Behavioral health care 
providers pivoted to telephone or 
video sessions. The number of peo-
ple seeking help dipped across the 
state’s 17 regional behavioral health 
centers in what care providers 
describe as a calm before the storm.

By mid-April, unemployment 
claims had skyrocketed — a red 
flag among mental health experts 
who know job loss can lead to sui-
cide, so-called “deaths of despair.” 
While the caseloads at some behav-

ioral health centers remain below 
last year’s levels, the urgency of the 
need has deepened, providers say. 
Under the weight of uncertainty and 
isolation, “what was once acute has 
become very acute, and what was 
very acute has become a crisis,” 
says Carl Nassar, founder of Heart-
Centered Counseling, the largest 
private outpatient behavioral health 
group in the state. Our cups were 
already full, he says, and now they 
are spilling over. 

The smell of burning forests 
triggers an anxiety attack. A marital 
spat about the presidential elec-
tion blows up into thoughts about 
divorce. A high school student 
descends into depression because 
he can’t hang out with friends. A 
young mom, cooped up with three 
little kids, crumbles. 

At the pandemic’s beginning, 
families worried what might hap-
pen, what they might lose, says 
Janis Pottorff, the director of Weld 
County’s  ’s Family Connects pro-
gram. “Now we have families who 
have lost things, lost livelihoods, 
lost relationships, maybe some 
have lost family — actual physical 
death — lost confidence that they 
can manage the day, they can man-
age the week.”

Pottorff notes that stress has 
spiked since the late-fall announce-
ments of an early return to remote 
learning in some school districts. 
“We are hearing that roar in fami-
lies' emotions.”

Among those for whom the 
roar of mental illness predated this 
year’s crises, increased isolation 
and the sudden inability to see their 
trusted providers in person have 
made things even harder.

From Nov. 11 to Nov. 23, 
about 46 percent of Coloradans 
reported symptoms of anxiety or 
depression over the previous seven 
days, according to a recent survey. 
Meanwhile, the number of monthly 
calls and texts to Colorado’s crisis 
line has climbed from January’s 
15,965  to October’s 24,843, a 56% 
increase. Most people are call-
ing about anxiety, depression and 
suicidal thoughts, some seeking 

immediate help, and others wanting 
information on providers or coping 
strategies. 

“It’s called the Colorado Crisis 
hotline, but you define the crisis 
for yourself,” Werthwein says. “...I 
don’t want people not to call and 
say, ‘Well this doesn’t feel like a 
crisis,’ or ‘Other people are going 
through harder things ...’ No, call. 
It helps all of us the sooner that 
you call.”

But getting longer-term help 
can be tricky. It generally requires 
reams of paperwork and long waits 
for public providers or a string of 
calls to private providers who often 
don’t take insurance, are prohibi-
tively expensive or not accepting 
new patients. 

Pat Turner, 
a contractor in 
Meeker, sat on 
his porch twist-
ing wires in his 
hands and drink-
ing most of June 
and July as he 
sank into severe 
depression. He 
began disassoci-
ating from reali-
ty. His search for 
help drew him 
into a labyrinth 
of hold times, 
packed waiting 
rooms, 200-mile 
round trips to the 
regional behav-
ioral health 
center in Grand 
Junction, and a doctor failing to fol-
low up after writing an antipsychot-
ic prescription. His family final-
ly found a private psychiatrist 90 
miles away in Steamboat Springs to 
help treat Turner’s newly diagnosed 
bipolar disorder.

“We have a real problem if the 
system doesn’t treat a cry for help 
as an emergency,”  Turner says. 
“My mania got so intense that if 
my family hadn’t been there to 
help, I’d probably still be out there 
in the abyss, potentially committing 
suicide or homicide or something.”

For every person known to be 

in crisis, experts say there are more 
who are not known: Coloradans 
without a support system, people 
experiencing cognitive or traumat-
ic impacts from COVID, students 
in remote learning whose suffer-
ing is unnoticed by teachers and 
school counselors. Care providers 
are especially worried about people 
who have hunkered down, con-
vinced they can just muscle through 
in silence.
TIME TO TALK

A few months into the pan-
demic, the Mental Health Center 
of Denver began using the video 
game Minecraft to help some of the 
young people it serves. Two clini-

cians each lead 
eight children as 
they mine mate-
rials and build 
worlds. The 
game feeds their 
need to connect 
to other kids, to 
play and to cre-
ate environments 
over which 
they have some 
power. 

M H C D 
also expanded 
its telehealth 
appointments 
from about five a 
week to 4,000 a 
week, a remark-
able pandem-
ic-spurred shift 
among all behav-
ioral health pro-

viders in the state. Lawmakers allo-
cated about $13 million in federal 
CARES Act funding for COVID-
related behavioral health needs for 
smart devices, telehealth needs and 
other resources. such as PPE for 
therapists to meet safely high-need 
clients in person. Another $2 mil-
lion federal grant has been helping 
Coloradans who have tested posi-
tive for COVID receive behavioral 
health care. 

Meanwhile, computer apps are 
allowing lonely singles to meet for 
coffee or cocktails online and virtu-
al meditation groups among strang-

ers. Social media, often divisive, 
also has become a place for callouts 
to check on one another and for 
admissions that things aren’t going 
well. “I need something to look 
forward to,” a man in Broomfield 
wrote on a recent Facebook post 
that elicited dozens of emoji faces 
hugging hearts.

Yet despite innovative ways to 
connect, we are still hurting. As 
COVID tightens its grip, infect-
ing record numbers of Coloradans, 
many of us have again retreated 
to our homes beset by compassion 
fatigue and Zoom fatigue and plain 
old fatigue fatigue. The divisive 
presidential election has given way 
to a divisive aftermath. We are gird-
ing for a holiday season defined by 
remaining apart rather than coming 
together. And, as increased jobless-
ness and evictions loom, a long 
winter awaits. 

On the horizon are two glim-
mers of light: The promises of 
widely distributed COVID vaccines 
next year and of sweeping behav-
ioral health reform in Colorado. 

To tackle fragmentation, the 
state has been developing an online 
behavioral health registry — the 
first phase of which is expected 
to go live this April — with daily 
updates on available mental health 
and substance abuse disorder treat-
ment. The Polis administration also 
has created a blueprint for ensuring 
people who need help are treated 
like people and not boxes checked 
for reimbursement. 

But at a time when state rev-
enues are stretched, how much 
can be done and how quickly are 
open questions. The fractures in 
Colorado’s behavioral health sys-
tems have been decades in the 

making and will not be mended 
overnight.

“None of us know when we’re 
going to experience a mental health 
crisis, and when we do, many of us 
don’t know how few and poor the 
resources are to weather it, even 
in the best of times,” says Vincent 
Atchity, president and CEO of 
Mental Health Colorado, the lead-
ing nonprofit pushing for state pol-
icy reform. “You can’t feel good 
about a community that fails to 
provide life sustaining support for 
people with serious mental health 
needs.”

This moment, he and other 
advocates say, presents not a hypo-
thetical test of Colorado’s mental 
health policies, but an active emer-
gency. Now, they say, is the time 
to get comfortable with uncomfort-
able conversations — lots of them. 
Now is the time to speak more 
deeply with each other without 
shame and to listen without judge-
ment, to ask for and offer help: 
Are you eating? Are you sleeping? 
What do you need? What can I do?

“Do we show who we are by 
finding each other’s humanity and 
finding solidarity or do we tear 
each other apart?” Atchity asks. 
Support networks are critical, he 
says. “Be sort of gardener-like 
about maintaining those relation-
ships. Best to keep calling so-and-
so when you’re not in crisis, so 
when you are, they’ll be there.”

At least for now, still in the 
thick of it, our surest safety nets 
may be each other. 

If you’re struggling, help is 
available on Colorado’s cri-
sis hotline. Call  1-844-493-
TALK(8255).

ON EDGE: gaping holes in mental health safety nets of rural communities
u Continued from Page 1A

Crisis counselors and professionally 
trained peer specialists are available 
to help. Call Colorado Crisis Service’s 

hotline at 1-844-493-TALK(8255). 

"None of us know 
when we're going to 
experience a mental 

health crisis, and 
when we do, many 

of us don't know 
how few and poor 

the resources are to 
weather it, even in 
the best of times."

~ Vincent Atchity
President and CEO of 

Mental Health Colorado

Colorado Crisis Service hotline (free and confidential): 1-844-493-TALK(8255)

http://www.rbc.us/606/Covid-19-Updates
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdhs/BHneeds2020
https://khn.org/news/colorado-like-other-states-trims-health-programs-amid-health-crisis/
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/13/colorados-first-coronavirus-death-is-an-el-paso-county-woman-in-her-80s/#:~:text=Colorado's%20first%20death%20from%20the,said%20in%20a%20written%20statement.
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/13/colorados-first-coronavirus-death-is-an-el-paso-county-woman-in-her-80s/#:~:text=Colorado's%20first%20death%20from%20the,said%20in%20a%20written%20statement.
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdhs/find-behavioral-health-help
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdhs/find-behavioral-health-help
https://heartcenteredcounselors.com/location/fort-collins-west-olive-street/?utm_source=gmb&utm_medium=organic
https://heartcenteredcounselors.com/location/fort-collins-west-olive-street/?utm_source=gmb&utm_medium=organic
https://www.coloradohealth.org/sites/default/files/documents/2020-05/Coronavirus-Survey-Topline-Results-With-Oversample.pdf
https://www.coloradohealth.org/sites/default/files/documents/2020-05/Coronavirus-Survey-Topline-Results-With-Oversample.pdf
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb20-1411
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdhs/news/colorado-awarded-2-million-grant-behavioral-health-crisis-services-during-covid-19
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdhs/news/colorado-awarded-2-million-grant-behavioral-health-crisis-services-during-covid-19
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Window shop with The Upstairs Gallery
MEEKER |  The Upstairs Gallery is closed at the moment, 

however, it will be open for some Small Business Saturday window 
shopping.  Shop the Hugus building windows, text or leave a 
voicemail for Pat @ 970-799-9375 with your name and item 
numbers. Pick up between 2-5 p.m. at the 594 Main Hugus door. 
Fine art and crafts and great gifts by Pat Sheeran/Daggett, Maym 
Cunningham, Andy Goettel, Tasha Geodert, Suzi Kull, Jere Taylor, 
Janele Husband, Roberta Hawks, Jennifer Taylor, Tim Knouff and 
Katie Conrado. Wear a mask.

Santa Claus is coming to Trail and Hitch
MEEKER | Santa and Mrs. Claus will be at the White River 

Casita at Trail and Hitch RV Park and Tiny Home Hotel at 322 
County Road 8, Meeker, on Friday, Dec. 11 and Saturday, Dec. 12 
from 4 to 6 p.m. Enjoy cookies from White River Bakery, hot cocoa 
from Meeker Drug and Holiday music by the fire. All ages welcome 
and the event is FREE! We will be practicing safe social distancing 
by only allowing one family at a time in White River Casita. Santa 
and Mrs Claus will be wearing their masks to help keep everyone 
safe. Please let your child know to sit on the stool in front of Santa 
instead of his lap.

Jingle Mingle on-the-go
MEEKER | Help raise funds for Pioneers Health Foundation  and 

the Meals on Wheels program by purchasing a Jingle Mingle Box 
for a holiday dinner or gift. Go to https://pioneershealthfoundation.
org/shop or call 970-878-9317 to order. Several options available.

COVID-19 testing options
RBC | Rio Blanco County Public Health and Environment offers 

COVID-19 testing for all citizens who are symptomatic and/or 
have had a known exposure to someone who has tested positive 
for COVID-19 and would like a test. Times will be 10 to 11 a.m. 
Monday through Friday until further notice.

The designated COVID-19 testing area is the South parking lot 
in both Meeker and Rangely. When you arrive, please remain in 
your vehicle and a Public Health nurse will assist you. 

For further information, please contact the Rio Blanco County 
Public Health & Environment Department at 870-878-9520.

NEWS BRIEFS
Fred and Carla Slagle, 
formerly of Rangely, are 
pleased to announce 
the marriage of their 
daughter Torie Slagle 
to John Leslie, son of 
Millard (Corky) and Carol 
Leslie of Frankenmuth, 
Michigan. John and Torie 
were married on Sept. 19, 
2020, at Trappers Lake 
Lodge. Torie graduated 
from Rangely High School 
in 2011. The couple met 
while Torie was attend-
ing a Master's Program 
in Physician Assistant 
Studies at the University 
of Texas Rio Grande 
Valley in Edinburg, Texas, 
and while John was work-
ing for BORTAC in the Rio 
Grande Valley. Currently, 
Torie works as a Physician 
Assistant and John works 
for BORTAC in Michigan.

COURTESY PHOTO

Yampa-White-Green Basin 
Roundtable Meeting

Water Supply Reserve Fund
2021 Grant Cycle is now open

Application deadline January 20, 2021
for March vote.

For further information see
http://www.yampawhitegreen.com/grants/

.

NEWLY
MARRIED ...

By JOSHUA CARNEY
Craig Press

DINOSAUR I Griffin 
James Loughlin, 24, was arrested 
Wednesday in Salt Lake City, and 
charged with first-degree murder 
in connection with a homicide 
reported Nov. 30, according to 
a press release from the Moffat 
County Sheriff’s Office.

Around 5:30 p.m. on Monday, 
November 30, the Moffat County 
Sheriff’s Office was notified of 
a deceased male subject found 
in a remote area of northwest 
Moffat County, approximately 
2.75 miles from the Colorado/
Utah border.

The victim has been identi-
fied as Ian Richard Tillack, 25. 
Neither Tillack or Loughlin are 
Moffat County residents.

An initial investigation from 
the sheriff’s office revealed the 
man had been shot. Personnel 
and resources from Moffat 
County Sheriff’s Office, Town 
of Dinosaur Marshal’s Office, 
Colorado Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI,), the 14th Judicial District 
Attorney’s Office, and the Moffat 
County Coroner’s Office investi-
gated the death.

Based on evidence at the 
scene, foul play was suspected, 
which led to an arrest warrant for 
Loughlin.

Homicide suspect arrested after 
body found near Dinosaur

https://pioneershealthfoundation.org/shop
https://pioneershealthfoundation.org/shop
http://www.yampawhitegreen.com/grants/
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A quote from the Dec. 10, 
1970, Rangely Times 
stands out: “Fifty years 

ago today this country was 
known as a melting pot. Today 
it resembles a pressure cooker.”

Another 50 years down the 
road, we might be more of a 
melting pot, but we’re defi-
nitely still a pressure cooker. 
Social, political, racial and 
economic tensions are higher 
than ever, fueled by prodigious 
amounts of fear and anger, 
ignorance and assumption, and 
an unwillingness to admit that 
we might ever be wrong about 
anything, ever. 

Top that off with a pandem-
ic, and you have people react-
ing in ways that are out of line 
with their typical behavior. It’s 
easy to react, hard to respond. 
It’s harder still to forgive and 
offer grace. But if we are going 
to come out on the other side of 
this thing without shredding the 
fabric of our society, doing the 
harder things will be required 
of us. 

n n n
Speaking of making mis-

takes, I made an error in this 
space last week when I said the 
public health director was the 
lowest paid county department 
head. She is actually listed as a 
“director.” Most county depart-
ments have directors, others 

have coordinators. Sales and 
use tax has an administrator. 
Weed and pest has a supervi-
sor. Elected 
officials have 
their own 
titles (asses-
sor, treasurer, 
sheriff, com-
m i s s i o n e r , 
etc.). In meet-
ings, they all 
tend to be 
referenced as 
“department 
heads,” although that doesn’t 
appear to be anyone’s actual 
title. 

The last time county salaries 
were published was back in 
August, in the Public Notices 
section. According to that list, 
the public health director is not 
the lowest paid of the loosely 
defined “department heads.” It 
looks like that role belongs to 
the county coroner, whose sala-
ry is established by state statute 
as an elected official. The more 
you know, the more you need 
to learn.

n n n
On the front page of this 

week’s issue you’ll find the first 
article in the “On Edge” series 
from COLab about the impact of 
the pandemic on mental health 
in Colorado. Mental health and 
all its accompanying issues — 
addictions, abuse, suicide — 
aren’t “city people” problems, 
it’s everyone’s problem. Rural 

areas like ours often have a 
shortage of mental health care 
providers and hospitals, mak-
ing it difficult or impossible to 
receive professional help. 

As the series continues, 
we’ll be hearing the stories of 
individuals from all walks of 
life around the state, and we’re 
looking for locals who will be 
willing to speak out about their 
own experiences with mental 
health, either what’s happened 
this year or your experience 
as residents of Northwest 
Colorado. And we’d like to 
talk to family members, too, 
because mental health issues 
don’t just impact the person 
afflicted, they impact the whole 
family.  Email editor@ht1885.
com or call 970-948-9547. By 
sharing our stories, we can set 
other people free to reach out 
and get the help they need. 

Here’s a question to con-
sider: have the restrictions and 
disruption of routine since the 
pandemic began caused the 
increase in mental health issues 
we’re seeing, or were those 
struggles and problems there all 
along? Were we just too preoc-
cupied and too comfortable liv-
ing our lives to notice that we, 
or our friends, or our neighbors, 
were in crisis? If so, maybe 
something good will come out 
of the pandemic after all.

EDITOR’S COLUMN
It's a pressure cooker.

❅

I'M  HERE TO HELP YOU (AND YOUR RELATIONSHIP). 

chance of all trades
maintenance, repairs, RENOVATIONS and PRETTY MUCH ANYTHING ELSE 

YOU CAN THINK OF. HOME OR BUSINESS. TALK OR TEXT. 970.220.2228

HONEY DO ' S NOT GETTING
 ' HONEY DONE ' ? 

100th birthday thanks
Dear Editor:

I would like to thank my family for the wonderful, 
thoughtful way they helped me celebrate 100 years for my 
birthday on Thanksgiving. It couldn't have been nicer.

I would also like to thank my friends who called and sent 
so many beautiful cards. Next summer if conditions are better 
we are planning an open house. 

Most sincerely,
Florence Hazelbaker

Meeker

By PIONEERS MEDICAL CENTER 
PHYSICIANS AND PROVIDERS

Special to the Herald Times

MEEKER I Imagine with me, for a moment, 
there is a new infectious disease the world has 
never seen before and for which the medical 
community has no curative treatments. We also 
don’t know how deadly it is or how fast it 
spreads. OK, you don’t have to try that hard 
to imagine as we close out 2020, but take this 
journey with me for conversation’s sake because 
this whole mess has brought our society (and 
our community) too close to a breaking point. 
This breaking point follows too sharply along 
the lines of political and emotional biases, and 
both sides of this dichotomy have good reasons 
for their beliefs but seem unable to recognize, 
understand, accept, and respect the reasons behind 
the other. Consequently, we have polarized to an 
all or nothing scenario. We hear “the other side’s” 
perspective, and we reflexively pull harder in our 
own direction. The consequences will not be good 
if we continue down this path. Hence, it’s time 
for this conversation. We can do both — we can 
mitigate risk to protect the vulnerable, and we can 
move forward with our lives. We just need to come 
back to the table. 

So, back to our journey...as this virus first 
sweeps across America, thousands of Americans 
die, and many more are hospitalized with severe 
illness. Fear grips us for our loved ones, our 
friends, and ourselves, as the medical community 
and scientists race to learn about the virus and any 
way we can potentially treat it. “Experts” quickly 
unfold evolving opinions, as the virus is too new 
for anyone on earth to truly be an expert. However, 
we follow these theories and adjust our approach 
as new information is learned every day, to the 
best of our ability. Within months, we learned 
that our approach was not saving many lives, and 
that it may actually have killed many patients. We 
adjusted some more, society locked down, and the 
case numbers and deaths seemed to wane. In the 

process of trying to “slow” the spread, we shifted 
our goal posts to “stopping” the spread. 

Consequently, temporary closures and 
restrictions turned into lockdowns and prolonged 
restrictions that completely decimated thousands of 
businesses. According to the Brookings Institute, 
this has globally resulted in an additional 120 
million people below the poverty line. This does 
not only affect the current working generation, as 
the United Nations’ Children Fund has declared 
that 86 million children will be living in poverty-
stricken homes by the end of the year. A different 
published article in the International Journal of 
Mental Health explains that domestic violence 
and abuse has increased by up to 36% in some 
countries, and Google search for domestic violence 
support has surged by 75%. Children born into 
and growing up in these conditions are many 
times more likely to remain in these conditions, 
struggle with life-long depression/anxiety, suffer 
from chronic illness, commit violent crimes, and 
commit suicide. Adding to the poverty, the UN is 
now warning of global hunger as millions are now 
facing starvation with millions more soon to join 
in the starvation. 

As these “side effects” of the treatment 
(lockdown and restrictions) became evident, the 
total disease case and death burden decreased, and 
the health care strain eased, we gradually started 
to reopen society. At this point, we have learned 
how to better treat the illness. However, as we 
started to reopen, we have seen a resurgence in 
case numbers (as we knew we would). Fear has 
re-gripped us, and we are now facing another 
potential lockdown. As some of us struggle for 
our lives against COVID, some of us struggle 
for our lives against the efforts to stop COVID. 
Over the next few letters, let us examine the 
evidence we have so that we can make our own 
informed decisions instead of solely relying on 
the “experts.” And most importantly, let it help us 
return to decency in how we treat one another and 
talk about one another, and let it help us return to 
a sense of normalcy.

A message from our healthcare providers

GUEST COLUMN
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THE Thessalonian believers were 
dear to the Apostle Paul. Each one 
understood God’s sovereign “election” 

(v. 4) of them in eternity past based solely 
upon His purpose, grace, and love “to the 
praise of the glory of His grace” (Eph. 1:4, 
6) and apart from any action or merit of 
their own (2:8–9). In the rest of this passage, 
Paul lists the evidences of such a staggering 
salvation.

Third, there was continuation because 
they had a persevering hope (v. 3c): patience of hope. Once again, 
as works are tied to faith, and labor is tied to love, we now see that 
patience is tied to our hope. We can only be patient in trials and 
tribulations because our hope (i.e., “certainty,” elpis) is in Christ. 
The only reason we can be patient in anything is that we are 
looking way beyond the circumstances to our position in Christ. 

First Corinthians 16:13 comes to mind: “Watch ye, stand fast in 
the faith, quit you like men, be strong.” Paul’s pointed admonition 
first says to wake up. “Watch” is grēgoreuō, to be awake, refrain 
from sleep. Enemies surround us, so we must be vigilant. We must 
then stand up, that is, “stand fast” (stekō). In a day when few are 
standing unapologetically for the Truth, we need to stand firm. We 
must also man up, or as they say out West, “cowboy up.” “Quit 
you like men” (andrizō) literally means to behave oneself with 
the wisdom and courage of a man, as opposed to a babe or child 
in Christ, to behave courageously. Oh, how this is needed today! 
Finally, we must build up. “Be strong” (krataioō) means just that, 
to make strong and grow stronger.

After ten months of war, Winston Churchill said of Great 

Britain’s monumental struggle against Hitler in 1941, “Surely 
from this period of ten months this is the lesson: never give in, 
never give in, never, never, never, never in nothing, great or small, 
large or petty—never give in except to convictions of honour and 
good sense. Never yield to force; never yield to the apparently 
overwhelming might of the enemy.” How much more this kind of 
continuation of commitment is needed in the Church today! What 
an evidence that is! It is always too soon to quit.

Fourth, there was absorption because they had been under 
powerful preaching (v. 5). Paul wrote here that the gospel came 
to them first by the word. Unlike the charlatans of the day, who 
fleeced the people using pleasing rhetoric and philosophy, Paul 
preached the unadulterated Gospel. So absorbed were they in 
it, in fact, that they never lost that fervor (2:13). It was not the 
Word only, however; it came also in the power (dunamis, 1411) 
of the Holy Ghost. Only He can energize the Word in our hearts. 
Such preaching not only came in much assurance (plērophoria, 
“full conviction”) in Paul’s heart, but it also created assurance in 
theirs. Such absorption in God’s Word is proof positive of true 
conversion.

Scriptures for Study: What does 1 Corinthians 2:4–5 add to 
our study today?

We hope you will visit our website www.TheScriptureAlone.
com, where you will find not only our podcast of these devotional 
studies but also other resources for Christian growth, including 
messages in MP3 media files. You are also invited to worship with 
us at Grace Bible Church (on the corner of 3rd and Garfield) at 
10:30 A.M. each Lord’s Day, where the ministry is: “continu[ing] 
stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking 
of bread, and in prayers” (Acts 2:42). 

■  Dr. J.D.              
Watson

Christian Evidences (2)
By Dr. J. D. Watson

Pastor-Teacher, Grace Bible Church
 . . . patience of hope . . . gospel came . . . in word [and] power . . . (1Thes. 1:3, 5)

Many people enjoy designing attractive landscapes around their homes.  These areas may be 
dominated by lawns, trees, shrubs, flowers, or vegetable gardens.  To protect the financial and time 
demands of these efforts, gardeners must first understand the specific soil conditions in their yard.  
How well does the soil hold (or drain) water?  Is it sandy or mostly clay?  What is the soil chemistry?  
Determining the alkalinity or acidity of the soil – measured as pH – is also key.  Understanding these 
basics, is essential before plant selections are made or landscape designs are implemented.  As a 
garden progresses, the gardener needs to know about fertilizer needs, weed, insect and disease 
control options, efficient watering plans, and other care strategies.  These gardening decisions will 
ultimately affect, and possibly alter, garden soils over time.  Planning for your garden ahead of time 
will save you money and effort in the future by ensuring that your soils improve over time instead of 
becoming nutrient depleted or havens for weeds, insects, and diseases.  

How can you learn to make good decisions to build productive soils in your yard?  An Extension 
Agent or Certified Master Gardener can visit your yard and make recommendations.  Contact Linda 
Masters at the Extension Office (970) 878-9490 to obtain a soil test kit or to schedule a consultation. 
Download CSU fact sheets at: https://www.rbc.us/205/CSU-Extension.  If you prefer to learn about how 
all these factors interact for yourself, consider joining the Colorado Master Gardener Program.  “Soils, 
Fertilizers & Amendments” is the first of 14 weekly Master Gardener Classes offered.   

CSU Extension is, once again, offering Master Gardener classes to Rio Blanco County residents.  
CSU specialists and gardening experts have developed an on-line curriculum 
that will be paired with weekly, live, interactive labs.  

Learn more at:  https://cmg.extension.colostate.edu/.

CONSERVATION CORNER
It all starts with soil.

WANTED
The Rio Blanco County Fair 
Board is now accepting bids 
for the 2021 Livestock Sale 

Pictures at Fair.

For a complete criteria packet 
please call the Extension Of-
fice at 970-878-9490, stop by 
the Office at the Fairgrounds 

or email 
rbcfairboard@gmail.com.

Bid Deadline 
Dec. 15, 2020

The RBC Fair Board reserves the 
right to refuse any and all bids.

By KAYE SULLIVAN
Special to the Herald Times

MEEKER I Having battled 
COVID for a few weeks now, here’s 
a frank account of what it’s really 
like, from our experience. I know 
every patient is unique, but I think 
our situation is typical for mid-
way between mild and profoundly 
serious infections.

For those of you who think it is 
like flu, NO. It is ten times worse, 
is life threatening, and lasts forever. 
As everyone should know by now, 
it can result in death and long-term 
health consequences. 

When you get COVID tested, 
they ask a series of questions about 
your symptoms. Jay and I both 
responded yes to nearly the entire 
list.

Constant coughing–day and 
night. Sometimes coughing fits that 
last for minutes. It has gotten better 
but never gone away.

Headache–a constant mild pain 
in your head that leaves your brain 
in a fog. Think of the Charley Brown 
comic strip with the continuous 
black cloud over your head. 

Diarrhea–even though we’re 
eating little. Nauseous – the first 
week it felt like we were always on 
the verge of vomiting.

Loss of appetite–nothing sounds 
or tastes good. Fortunately, the 
food gifts of others were far more 
appealing than our wimpy attempts 
to “cook.” Ha. That term “cook” 
mostly means heating up canned 
soup. And guess what? Research 
indicate we may lose our sense of 
smell and taste for several months.

Chills–even with the thermostat 
set at 74 degrees, we’re always cold 
and sit around like old folks in our 
crumpled sweatshirts with afghans 
spread over our laps.

Exhaustion–despite doing almost 
nothing but reading, napping, and 

watching Netflix, we’ve droopy, 
fatigued, lacking in stamina. I’m 
usually up, showered, dressed, fed 
and ready for my day by 8:00. But 
I can hardly drag myself out of bed 
in the morning.  Some mornings I’d 
get up for an Aleve, tea, and toast 
then return to bed to rest more.

Emotionally–angry, weary, 
lonely, bitter, and edgy. Not exactly 
the Christmas spirit. If there’s an 
upside to this sickness, it is that 
my husband and I suffer equally 
and at the same time. So, neither 
of us cares if we’re testy, the food 
is marginal, the house is dirty, and 
we’re watching stupid TV. 

All the time, we must ask 
ourselves, are we worse? Are we 
having breathing problems? What 
is our temperature? This infection 
kills people and getting worse looks 
very scary. Again, if you don’t think 
this is a serious problem, please 
think again. It is killing thousands of 
Americans every day. We just pray 
we have escaped that result.

During recovery, you’re 
essentially on your own home 
care and at our level of illness, 
no medications to help. We always 
knew we could reach out to the 
County Health Department or 
Pioneers Clinic staff but there’s 
really nothing they can do to help 
these mid-level cases plus we didn’t 
want to possibly infect them. 

Of course, you’re isolated, can’t 
leave your home, and become hyper 
dependent on others for necessities - 
grocery shopping, running errands, 
and dropping off food gifts. We had 
already cancelled our Thanksgiving 
gathering, but sweet friends left us 
an awesome food already cooked.

Now, going into our third week, 
we’re able to eat simple meals and 
accomplish a few tasks every day.  It 
seems I aged 10 years and wonder if 
I’ll ever have the stamina, I had pre-
COVID. Our bodies have atrophied 
as we haven’t attended our exercise 
classes, done any home exercises, 
or walked.

Ongoing is the huge fatigue 
that doesn’t go away and will 
likely linger. Some days we feel 
better, others worse. Coughing 
continues. Thus, trying to prepare 
for Christmas, shop, send cards, pay 
bills, or any simple task is barely 
within our grasp. 

We may go into remission and 
face all this all over again. A small 
percentage of COVID patients 
have repeat cases and some are 
called “long haulers” who never 
overcome the related issues. Yes, 
we are senior citizens with as they 
say, “underlying health conditions” 
but that doesn’t mean we’re deserve 
to die from COVID just because we 
are old.

So, I repeat my advice to keep 
yourselves, your loved ones, and 
your community safe by following 
COVID safety practices — so easy. 
Mask, distance, wash hands, stay 
home. Or get COVID as we did and 
see how you feel about that.  

If you see us around town, we are 
officially out of our quarantine period 
as set by the Health Department and 
immune for three months according 
to current medical guidelines. But 
we’ll continue to wear our masks, 
distance, stay home, and do our part 
to keep you safe.

COVID–What's it really like?
GUEST COLUMN

By BRYAN GOLDEN
Special to the Herald Times

RBC I Adversity is part of life. There is no way 
to avoid it. Although adversity may seem unpleasant, 
avoiding it inhibits your development. The more 
challenges you face, the more you are prepared for 
challenge. Instead of shunning adversity, welcome it 
as a growth opportunity. 

Overcoming adversity builds strength, endurance, 
and stamina. Top athletes train by pushing themselves. 
Their regimens are difficult, not easy. As they make 
progress, they add more challenges. They understand 
that progress is made through struggle. The harder 
they push themselves, the better they become.

Janice, who just wants to increase her physical 
strength, also needs to tap into the power of adversity. 
Although she isn’t training for athletic competition, 
she uses the same principles. At the gym, how much 
weight should Janice lift? She needs enough weight to 
challenge her muscles.

If Janice selects too light a weight, she won’t 
achieve any noticeable increase in strength. Only 
when her muscles are experiencing the adversity of 
an increased load will they grow. As Janice grows 
stronger, she will be able to work with progressively 
heavier weights.

Sailors also benefit from the power of adversity. A 
mariner who’s only experience on the water is during 
perfect weather conditions, has a very limited skill 
set. Another sailor, who has been out in all types of 
weather is much more seasoned and capable.

Soldiers prepare for battle by undergoing extremely 
rigorous training. The objective is to condition 
them to the actual combat conditions which will be 

encountered. The more intense the preparation, the 
better they will perform on the battlefield. 

A business owner who has successfully survived 
numerous economic downturns is more adept than 
a neophyte who has operated his new venture 
only during favorable conditions. The experienced 
businessman knows how to adapt to various financial 
challenges.

Adversity benefits all areas of life. When 
everything goes smoothly, your development is 
limited. With each challenge you overcome, you gain 
mental strength, resilience, knowledge, and skills.

Adversity is uncomfortable, yet necessary for 
success. Maintaining a can-do, will-do attitude makes 
adversity a lot more manageable. When confronting 
adversity say to yourself, “This is another opportunity 
to learn and grow.”

The discomfort of adversity drives you to push 
through it. Winston Churchill, the British Prime 
Minister during World War 2 had a great perspective. 
He said, “If you’re going through hell, keep going.” 
When you’re going through adversity you have to 
solve problems and overcome obstacles. There is a 
way through, over, under, or around whatever you are 
dealing with.

Adversity forces you to dig deep into yourself 
to find strengths and capabilities you didn’t know 
you had. There are so many extraordinary stories of 
survival which aptly illustrate this point. People have 
survived at sea or in the wilderness, for days or weeks, 
with virtually no supplies.

You have within you the fortitude to successfully 
deal with whatever adversity lies in your path. Never 
give up, or make excuses for failure. You must do 
what it takes for as long as required to vanquish 

adversity. There is no room for a victim mentality 
where you blame other people or circumstances for 
your situation.

Knowing your purpose, or objective, provides a 
huge advantage when dealing with adversity. This 
knowledge keeps you on track. It also keeps you 
motivated by providing a vision of where success will 
take you.

Sue, a college student taking difficult classes, has a 
purpose of graduating so she can then begin working 
in her dream career. When the going gets difficult, 

Sue keeps her mind focused on her purpose.   
Harness the power of adversity with a determination 

to succeed. Each adversity you overcome conditions 
you to more readily handle your next challenge. 
Adversity is your training program which propels you 
to success.

 
Bryan is the author of "Dare to Live Without 

Limits."  Contact Bryan at Bryan@columnist.com or 
visit www.DareToLiveWithoutLimits.com Copyright 
2020 Bryan Golden

The power of adversity

By STANLEY POPOVICH
Special to the Herald Times

RBC I Getting professional help for dealing with 
your persistent fears and anxieties is the single most 
important step in your recovery. Many people are 
reluctant to get the help they need for various reasons. 
Making excuses for not getting treatment for your 
anxiety issues will not solve anything.

With this in mind, here are a few reasons why getting 
help for your mental health problems is important.

1. You will get tips on handling your mental health 
issues: A professional counselor can give you many 
ideas on how you can manage your fears and anxieties. 
Once you get the much needed advice, the next step is 
to apply what you have learned to your own life.

2. A counselor will know how to get rid of your 
fears: A counselor can recommend certain treatments 
that will make you feel a lot better. The only way you 
will get access to these treatments is if you talk to a 
counselor. Ask your primary care physician if he or she 
knows anyone that can help you.

3. You can’t manage your anxieties all by yourself: 
Your anxieties and fears can be extremely difficult to 
manage and more than likely you will need some help. 

Do not be embarrassed that you are getting help. We 
all learn new things from others on a daily basis and 
getting help will get your life back on track.

4. You will improve: As you work with a professional, 
you will improve on your skill sets in managing your 
mental health. You will become better able to manage 
your anxieties over time which will benefit you later on 
in your life.

5. You will get better a lot faster: Getting help 
from a counselor will save you a lot of suffering in the 
long run. You will get the answers you are looking for 
which will help manage your fears and anxieties. You 
will get better a lot faster by talking to a mental health 
professional.

6. You will not be alone: You will have people in 
your corner who will be able to help you overcome 
your mental health issues. You won’t feel as alone when 
attempting to get rid of your fears.  It is best to have 
people who are helping you to get better. Do not deal 
with your mental health problems by yourself.

Stan Popovich is the author of the popular managing 
fear book, “A Layman’s Guide To Managing Fear”. 
For more information about Stan’s book and to get 
some free mental health advice, please visit Stan’s 
website at http://www.managingfear.com

Why getting help for your mental health is so important
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Find one-of-a-kind treasures for under the tree!

OPEN MON. ~ SAT.
10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

272 Market St., Meeker
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE!

271 Market St., Meeker 271 Market St., Meeker ·· 970.878.5868 970.878.5868
 Mon-Sat 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.  Mon-Sat 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. ·· Sun 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sun 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Merry Christmas!Merry Christmas!

$5.00 OFF
990 MARKET ST, MEEKER

970-878-3333

Check out our selection of 
Christmas decor and 

so much more!
Good on any purchase 

through 12/31/20.We’re on Facebook! Come say hi!

Santas 
Favorite
Sandwich

Shop!!

(970)878-7701
315 6th Street

Meeker, CO

Red Rooster Red Rooster 
Sandwich Shop Sandwich Shop 

‘

9
Give your gifts 

a personal touch!
 

Custom embroidery, 
printing and more!

0

970-878-3509
320 3rd St., Meeker

SPIRIT STORE

The gift everyone will 
appreciate, all year round!

VALLEY 
HARDWARE
401 E. Market St., Meeker 

(970)878-4608
7-6 M-F, 8-6 Sat.

Closed Sun.

PERFECT GIFT!
find the

Let us make
your holiday shopping 
more enjoyable!

Great Gifts, 
Great Prices, 

Great Selection &
Great Ladies 

Apparel Boutique

M-F 10-6 l Sat. 10-4

590 MAIN ST. | MEEKER
878-3151

YCDZdYCDZ

Nana Goose

YCDZdYCDZ

I drive so you don’t have to.

Celebrate safely!
AVAILABLE 24/7
CREDIT/DEBIT ACCEPTED
FULLY LICENSED & INSURED
$7 IN TOWN, OUT OF TOWN $1.50/MILE

Find us on Google, too!

SOBER BUDDY SHUTTLE LLC 
LONNIE WHITE, OWNER/DRIVER

SOBERBUDDYSHUTTLELLC@GMAIL.COM

970-930-2091

‘Tis the season for 
pet grooming!

Certified Pet Groomer
Gift Certificates Available

Collars, Leashes & more in 
our Facebook store!

$50 Bath Special!
Until Dec. 23rd, 2020

559.860.9517
         970.230.1147

One-of-a-kind history. 
One-of-a-kind gifts.

Historical Books ◊ Soaps & Lotions
T-Shirts ◊ Local Honey ◊ Sling Shots

Rubber Band Guns ◊ Ornaments 
◊ Artwork ◊ Gift Cards ◊ Candles

Museum Merchandise ◊ Much More!

Stop by!
565 Park Ave. 
Meeker, CO

(970)878-9982

Shop@Home
for 
 the

order online

-cheese & cured meat boxes- 
-wine & cocktail collections- 
-cheese boards for parties- 

SHIPPING IN THE US!

H
O
L
I
D
A
Y
S

F
O
R
 
T
H
E

www.blancocellars.com

317 E. Market Street, Meeker, CO

Be a better citizen.

Purchase or gift a 
Herald subscription 
for $3.33 a month!

970-878-4017 
accounts@ht1885.com

https://www.facebook.com/Restored-Grace-LLC-1446900692200403
https://www.facebook.com/Meeker-General-Mercantile-113533380569389/
https://www.facebook.com/Clarks-248432948678412
https://www.facebook.com/Redroostersandwiches
https://www.facebook.com/Meeker-Embroidery-LLC-166887733336635
https://www.facebook.com/Nana-Goose-Interior-Gifts-1666847246940985
http://www.mafamiglia.com
https://www.facebook.com/soberbuddyride
https://www.facebook.com/Meekerpetgrooming
https://www.facebook.com/wendllobe
http://www.nwautogmc.net
http://www.schedulicity.com
http://www.meekerdrugs.com
http://www.blancocellars.com
mailto:accounts%40theheraldtimes.com?subject=Gift%20subscriptions
http://www.theheraldtimes.com/subscribe
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102 E. Main Street, Rangely | 675-2090

Happy Holidays!
    

   ~ Bart & Sarah

Rangely Conoco is proud to sell Non-Ethanol Premium 
Gasoline, supporting our local oil & gas companies. 
The only locally owned and operated gas station, 
where your dollars stay local and work for our 

community and youth programs. 

12 DAYS OF

GIVEAWAYS!

  
105 W. Main St. • Rangely 

970-675-2454 • OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK! 

RANGELY
VALUE $1900

SALES GO TOWARD A CHANCE AT
 WINNING AN RBC EDITION HENRY 30-30!

AUTO MECHANICS

970.675.8000

807 E. Main Street
Rangely, CO

Tune-Up
Oil Change
Transmission
Electrical
Suspension
Clutches
Tires
A/C Service
Brakes
Belts & Hoses
Exhaust
Diagnostics

Enter the Shop@Home sweepstakes through Dec. 
24 and you could win $50 in Holiday Bucks to spend 

at all participating local businesses! Entry slips 
are available at the businesses advertised on these 
pages. (Shopping virtually or from home? Ask the 

business owner to fill out an entry slip for you!)

One Meeker winner and one Rangely winner will be 
announced each week in the Herald Times.

WHY SHOP LOCAL?WHY SHOP LOCAL?

Download the free Zappar app on your smartphone and Download the free Zappar app on your smartphone and 
scan the code for a video (click in the digital edition.)scan the code for a video (click in the digital edition.)

WEEK 2 WINNERS:
Gabrielle Garzon Entered at Watt's

Lavella Justus Entered at Rangely True Value

CONGRATS!

America’s Newspapers is a national association supporting journalism and healthy 
newspapers in our local communities.   Find out more at www.newspapers.org or follow us 
on Twitter @newspapersorg or on Facebook @americasnewspapers.

This Holiday Season...

Local businesses and restaurants need your 
support more than ever this holiday season.   

And they’ve come up with creative ways for you to 
shop safely through delivery, pickup and online.

Find all the information you need to make the 
most of your holidays in your local newspaper.   

In print and online you’ll find the best shopping 
deals, ideas on what to do with your family and the 
latest news to help you celebrate safely this season.

SUPPORT LOCAL
SUPPORT YOUR NEWSPAPER

SUBSCRIBE TODAY

shop
eat

read
LOCAL
LOCAL
LOCAL

PRESS RELEASE
Special to the Herald Times

MEEKER I The Pioneers 
Healthcare Foundation is proud 
to award Pioneers Medical Center 
almost $115,000 to support a 
variety of investments in capital 
equipment. The list includes a 
new vehicle for the Walbridge 
Wing to transport residents to out 
of town appointments and vari-
ous activities, a new wide-bore 
MRI machine, and ultrasound 
machines. 

Additionally, the Healthcare 
Foundation has secured grants to 
address new healthcare needs due 
to the COVID pandemic. New 
telehealth technology was imper-
ative so that patients could com-
plete their doctors' appointments 

from the comfort of their homes. 
This technology has been crucial 
during the pandemic. We have 
also continued to offer community 
services such as the cancer screen-
ing services and Meals on Wheels. 
We have experienced record usage 
in both of these programs.

2020 has been anything but 
traditional. We have adapted, 
persevered, and adjusted, and 
through it all, our community has 
kept important traditions of car-
ing, family, and kindness. This is 
the spirit of Pioneers Healthcare 
Foundation; to help our neighbors 
and improve their access to local 
healthcare.  

Pioneers Healthcare 
Foundation appreciates the sup-
port of our community members 
and our sponsors.  

PHF raises $115K

~ 2020 SPONSORS ~
White River Level

Bank of the San Juans
Basin Electric Power Cooperative
Bloomberg Philanthropies
Dick and Nyla Merriam Family Trust
Freeman Fairfield Trust
Meeker Human Resource Council (United Way)
Mountain Valley Bank
Rocky Mountain Health Foundation
Shirley Z. Taylor Trust
Warren & Laurie Florkiewicz
White River Electric Association

Fairfield Level
ColoWyo Mines
Mike & Patti Hoke
Westlands, LLC
Yampa Valley Bank
Rio Blanco Ranch

COURTESY PHOTO
Meeker High School art students were among a few from 
every U.S. state and territory selected to create ornaments 
to decorate the trees that surround the National Christmas 
Tree in Washington, D.C. MHS art student Hadley Franklin’s 
ornament is spotlighted on the National Christmas Tree 
website at https://thenationaltree.org/visit-the-tree-2/ameri-
ca-celebrates-ornaments-from-across-the-usa-in-2020/

MHS ORNAMENTS ...

Newspaper readers are Newspaper readers are more informedmore informed, , 
more investedmore invested in their communities,  in their communities, 

and and more likely to shop localmore likely to shop local..

Keep your name off Santa's naughty list. Shop local 
and subscribe to your community newspaper!

Call 970-878-4017, email accounts@ht1885.com or visit 
www.theheraldtimes.com/subscribe

Purchase $25 in gift cards 
and we’ll give you a 

$5 Bonus Gift Card 
to use as you please!

675-2670
Follow us: 

HOLIDAY SPECIAL!

855 East Main St.
Rangely, CO
M-Sat. 11a-8p

Christmas Cheer Contest
Decorate. Enter. Win!!! 

See Page 3b for Details!

https://www.facebook.com/Rangely-Conoco-Tire-and-Auto-1316162725078988
https://www.facebook.com/rangely.truevalue
https://www.facebook.com/EZAutoMechanics
https://www.facebook.com/rangelycoloradoflorist
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NXxjF1CYfI0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NXxjF1CYfI0
http://www.theheraldtimes.com/subscribe
http://www.theheraldtimes.com/subscribe
http://www.giovannisitaliangrill.com/
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get your property ship-shape before signing.

chance of all trades
maintenance, repairs, RENOVATIONS and PRETTY MUCH ANYTHING ELSE 

YOU CAN THINK OF. HOME OR BUSINESS. TALK OR TEXT. 970.220.2228

SELLING? BUYING?
REFINANCING?

Meeker
Christian
Church
443 School St. • 878-5105

ADULTS & CHILDREN 
Sunday School 10am Sun. 
Church Service 11am Sun. 

Not the only Christians, 
but Christians only

BY LUCAS TURNER
lucas@ht1885.com

RBC I Rio Blanco County’s 
proposed 2021 budget is set for 
adoption by the Board of County 
Commissioners next Tuesday, Dec. 
15, 2020. During work session 
Tuesday the board reviewed the 
budget with Budget and Finance 
Director Janae Stanworth.

Overall revenue is projected to 
increase by $355,772 and expenses 
by $651,315 for a net difference 
of about $300,000. The majori-
ty of expenditures over revenue 
are related to capital improvement 
projects for Meeker Airport and 
Rangely Airport entitlement funds. 
The county plans to cover 5% of 
the cost of airport improvement 
projects and remaining costs will 
be covered by federal/state funding.

Severance tax revenues are pro-
jected to decrease by about 75% 
from 2020, Federal Mineral Lease 
(FML) is expected to decrease by 
2%, based on the assumption that 
oil and gas prices will increase in 
2021. If they do not, FML pay-
ments could decrease further.

Property tax evaluations are 
about even, but set to increase by 
about $200 (out of approximate-
ly $7.2 million). Sales taxes are 
decreasing by $20,400 because “an 
oil and gas entity” will be paying 
less for utility service. 

Revenues from charges for ser-
vice are increasing by $55,000, 
$35,000 of which will come from 
emergency dispatch. An additional 
$116,000 in revenues are projected 
based on contributions from the 
Town of Meeker ($80,000) and the 
Rio Blanco Fire Protection District 
($36,000) towards dispatch. The 
county will pay the remaining 
$371,050.39 for the dispatch bud-
get in 2021. An additional $50,000 
was also set aside by the Eastern 
911 board for dispatch to use for 
wages only. Once all county funds 
have been spent related to wages, 
then the county can approach the 
911 board for additional funds.

Revenues from treasurer’s 
fees are decreasing by $178,920. 
Investment earnings are decreasing 
by $119,000. Intergovernmental 
revenues will decrease by $150,080 
since the county will not move 
forward on a FEMA grant appli-
cation. Capital grants and donation 
revenues will increase by about 
$662,150 based on FAA funds com-
ing in for Meeker and Rangely air-
port entitlement projects. Interfund 
charges will decrease by $15,888 
after cutting fleet-related expenses 
from various departments, mis-
cellaneous revenues will increase 
by $27,774 because the Board of 
Commissioners and Coroner are 
donating a portion of their salary 
back to the county.

Under expenses, personnel 
costs will decrease by $294,273, 
mostly from savings on county 

employees changing healthcare 
coverage options, such as opting 
to receive only vision and den-
tal coverage. Supply costs will 
increase by $12,250 mostly due 
to a bulletproof vest grant match. 
Purchased services will increase by 
$53,000, $30,000 of which were 
for VHF communications equip-
ment replacements on LOBO and 
Cathedral tower sites. 

Dues and fees will increase by 
$7,803 because the county reallo-
cated money from property taxes 
to the road and bridge fund. Money 
available for grant awards and 
contributions have increased by 
$167,267.

Capital project expenditures are 
increasing by $134,500 though the 
bulk of that is being rolled over 
from funds already budgeted in 
2020 for a new truck and Radino 
bus. Remaining capital expendi-
tures are for the Meeker Airport 
stormwater project.

Repairs and maintenance will 
increase by $761,000 for airport 
projects with most of the cost 
being offset by FAA/state funding 
mentioned previously. Interfund 
charges will decrease by $11,687. 
Contingency will decrease by 
$178,500 for a total net negative of 
$295,543.

After presenting the overview, 
Stanworth noted that some addi-
tional, minor changes are likely 
before Dec. 15 when the proposed 
2021 budget is officially adopted 
by the board. The proposed budget 
is available for review online at 
https://tinyurl.com/rbc2021

After the budget update, the 
board heard from Lanny Coulter 
about plans to change the Meeker 
Airport underground fuel system to 
be above ground. Phase one of the 
project will proceed in 2021 with 
in-house work by county employ-
ees not to exceed $15,000, to pour 
some concrete pads that will even-
tually hold new above-ground fuel 
tanks.

Finally the board heard from 
IT Director Trevor Nielsen about 
a variety of fiber related plans and 
projects including whether the 
county should offer enterprise-lev-
el internet service to Westland’s 
Ranch. Commissioners were hes-
itant to proceed with the service 
implementation, hoping to avoid 
stepping on the toes of private ser-
vice providers who already work 
with the county. The board also 
discussed plans to expand internet 
service at LOBO and getting more 
residents connected directly to fiber 
to take strain off the wireless infra-
structure. Commissioners decided 
to schedule future work sessions 
to discuss all fiber-related projects.
REGULAR MEETING

During their regular meeting, 
Rio Blanco County commissioners 
began with approvals of: 

n Grant award letter from 
Colorado Department of State for 

the CARES Act Primary Mailing 
Grant in the amount of $1,061.71.

n Quote from CDOT/Davey 
Coach for Radino bus replacement 
in the amount of $70,298. The 
money was originally appropriated 
for 2020 but is now being moved 
into the 2021 budget.

n Final Contractor Settlement 
with Western Gravel Constructors, 
LLC for the 2020 Rio Blanco 
County Road 7 Bridge Replacement 
Project in the amount of $21,890.74. 
MOUS, CONTRACTS AND 
AGREEMENTS

n Ratified an agreement with 
Moon Lake Electric to upgrade ser-
vice at the Radino Senior Center, 
for a total amount of $9,383.10. 
The project is listed and paid for 
as a COVID related project, which 
means it is being funded with 
CARES Act relief money.

n Approved Agreement for 
Services with Lindsay Ishman, 
LLC dba Attachment & Resiliency 
Center LLC for Sexual Abuse/
Offender Treatment Services, in an 
amount not to exceed $4,000. The 
contract is renewed yearly.

n Approve lease agree-
ment with Mahogany Resources, 
LLC for the Cathedral Bluffs 
Communication Tower Site for 
around $3,000 a year.

n Approved agreement for ser-
vices with Chris Tonozzi, M.D., 
to provide vasectomy services to 
eligible residents on behalf of pub-
lic health. This is part of the family 
planning grant to provide services 
through public health.

n Approved a Joint Funding 
Agreement with the U.S. 
Department of the Interior, U.S. 
Geological Survey for the opera-
tion and maintenance of streamflow 
gaging stations and water  quality 
sampling sites on the White River 
for the period Jan. 1, 2021 through 
Dec. 31, 2021, in an amount not to 
exceed $13,063. This is an ongoing 
contribution for data monitoring 
river flow, not for monitoring algae.

n Approved Joint Funding 
Agreement with the U.S. 
Department of the Interior, U.S. 
Geological Survey for the opera-
tion and maintenance of streamflow 
gauging stations and water  quality 
sampling sites on Piceance Creek, 
Corral Gulch, and Yellow Creek in 
an amount not to exceed $95,091. 
The county acts as the fiscal agent 
for the payment which is then billed 
to Solvay Chemical and Natural 
Soda.

n Approved Data Use 
Agreement with Pioneers Medical 
Center for the use and benefit of the 
Rio Blanco County Department of 
Public Health.
RESOLUTIONS

Commissioners approved 
Resolution No. 2020 25 authorizing 
the Treasurer to assign County held 
liens on two Encana Oil and Gas 
mineral accounts for unpaid taxes 
of less than $100 combined.
ROAD & BRIDGE

Road and Bridge Director Dave 
Morlan updated the board on ongo-
ing road and bridge projects includ-
ing various repairs, preparations for 
winter and flood repair on CR 113. 
Morlan also asked for approval to 
build a vehicle pull-off on CR 8 
across from the Oak Ridge runoff. 

Department employees in 
Meeker did some volunteer work to 
restore the Thornburg Battleground 
sign including rebuilding it with 
metal and a fresh paint job.

Thanks to a new internet con-
nection, the Meeker Landfill will 
soon be able to accept credit card 
payments.

In the Rangely district, five 
road and bridge employees are on 
stay-at-home orders due positive 
to COVID-19 tests and/or close 
contact with positive cases. Morlan 
said he still had three employees 
who could work and would be 
ready to handle snow removal later 
in the week. 
COMMISSIONER 
UPDATES

Commissioner Si Woodruff 
attended the 911 board and pan-
demic response meetings this week.

Commissioner Moyer sat in 
on CCI’s annual virtual meeting, 
and met with Uintah County repre-
sentatives to get more information 
about how they manage wild horse 
gathers.

Commissioner Rector spent 
some time in the Rangely hospi-
tal due to a COVID-19 infection, 
but said he was feeling better and 
wore a mask to Tuesday’s regu-
lar meeting. He also spoke with 
Governor Jared Polis over the 
phone about water issues relating 
to the Wolf Creek reservoir. Finally 
Rector shared news from “Third 
Party Organization” Tempra, about 
potential options to export coal 
through Costa Azul.

COUNTY      BEAT DEC. 8 MEETING

By NIKI TURNER
editor@ht1885.com

RBC I Before any vaccines 
for COVID-19 have been distrib-
uted, local residents asked ques-
tions about possible negative side 
effects and safety of the new vac-
cine during the quarterly Board 
of Health meeting Tuesday. 

Dr. Albert Krueger, Medical 
Director for Rio Blanco County 
Board of Health, responded to 
the questions. “There are no lim-
its to the fears, and there is no 
limit to people producing infor-
mation which is not proven,” 
Krueger said. “We need to return 
back to business, and right now 
the best hope is the vaccine.” As 
the vaccines are distributed there 
will be extensive monitoring for 
negative side effects, as occurs 
with all immunizations.

The county and the two local 
hospitals are coordinating with 
Moffat County on a phased plan 
for vaccine distribution and have 
“checked all the boxes” on what 

is described as a lengthy applica-
tion process. The tiered approach 
to distribution has been estab-
lished by the federal government.

In order to achieve “herd 
immunity,” approximately 70% 
of Americans need to have anti-
bodies to the virus, whether 
through infection or immuniza-
tion. 

Statistically, hospitalizations 
and deaths in Rio Blanco County 
are consistent with national 
trends. There have been, as of 
Wednesday, 240 positive cases 
in the county and two deaths 
attributed to COVID-19. Local 
hospitals are averaging one 
COVID patient per day, not 
counting emergency room visits. 

“The arrival of the polio vac-
cine made a huge difference to 
those folks back in the 1950s,” 
Krueger said. “Immunizations 
for measles, mumps and rubella 
made a huge difference for chil-
dren, and even the chicken pox. 
We need to look at science and 
research and yes, vaccines have 
adverse effects, but if vaccines 
have made a huge difference in 
the public health of our nation 
and worldwide. Vaccines are a 
pillar of public health and I very 
much foresee that the COVID 

vaccination will bring us back to 
normal much faster than we can 
imagine. I’m looking forward to 
it. I’m tired of COVID. As a 
healthcare provider I’m tired of 
it.”

In other Board of Health 
business, Public Health Director 
Alice Harvey gave updates on 
overall immunization rates, WIC 
participation and the family plan-
ning program. Amanda Havens, 
a student at the Colorado School 
of Public Health presented her 
Community Health Assessment 
project for 2021 that will be 
presented as a survey. The board 
also discussed contracting with 
a Denver firm to improve the 
presentation of COVID data on 
the county’s website using the 
current software. 

“The demand from the com-
munity is very clear, they want 
that information and they want it 
real time,” Harvey said. 

Ty Gates’ appointment in 
January as commissioner will 
create a vacancy on the Board 
of Health, and another vacancy 
is possible. Interested individ-
uals can submit an application 
through the county’s website 
at https://rbc.us/490/Board-of-
Health.

'Vaccine is best hope'

Special to the Herald Times

RANGELY I Rangely 
School District Superintendent 
Matt Scoggins announced early 
Tuesday the entire district would 
be transitioning to remote learn-
ing until January.

"Unfortunately, and with a 
sense of sadness, the school dis-
trict will be transitioning to a 
distance learning platform effec-
tive tomorrow, Dec. 9, 2020,” 
Scoggins said via email and on 
social media Tuesday, Dec. 8. 

“As many of you are aware, 
there has been a significant 
increase in positive cases in the 
community, which has translated 
to a high student absentee rate, 
a high number of students quar-
antined, a high number of staff 
members quarantined, a shortage 
of subs, and a recommendation 
from County Public Health to go 
to distance-learning.”

“Students will be expected to 
participate through the distance 

learning platform, and grades 
will reflect attendance and work 
completion. If internet connec-
tivity is a concern, please let us 
know, and we can work together 
to find a solution.  As of today, 
we plan to be back to in-person 
learning in January; however, 
watch for updates as more infor-
mation becomes available.”

Rangely recorded 43 new 
positive cases last week, and 
those numbers were continuing 
to climb as of Tuesday. Each 
positive case increases the num-
ber of students and staff required 
to quarantine. According to data 
shared by the district, 17 out 
of 103 staff were in quarantine, 
including eight teachers, and 80 
students. As of Tuesday, there 
were no recorded transmissions 
within the school setting.

"We are in this together, 
so let’s stay safe and healthy," 
Scoggins said via email and social 
media, adding, "Remember, be 
kind, be patient, and be flexible."

RSD moves to online learning
"We are 

in this 
together, 

so let's stay 
safe and 
healthy. 

Remember, 
be kind, be 
patient, be 

flexible."
~ Matt Scoggins

RSD Superintendent

mailto:chanceofalltrades%40gmail.com?subject=
www.grandriverhealth.org
http://www.freespeech.center
mailto:lucas%40ht1885.com?subject=
mailto:editor%40ht1885.com?subject=
https://rbc.us/490/Board-of-Health
https://rbc.us/490/Board-of-Health


By ROXIE FROMANG
Special to the Herald Times

RANGELY I Chris 
LeDoux sang it best; It's the 
Finals, the NFR, the Series of 
the sport.

Hey rookie can you take 10 
head have you got the heart?  

Rookie cowboys Colten 
Fritzlan of Rifl e and Ty Wallace, 
originally from Collbran, 
Colorado, and now Oklahoma, 
have been cleaning house and 

moving up in the standings at the 
Wrangler National Finals Rodeo 
(NFR) in the bull riding compe-
tition. Dec. 3 kicked off the 2020 
NFR, held in Arlington Texas 
Globe Life Field for the fi rst time 
ever. 

Wallace came into the NFR in 
the ninth spot and Fritzlan in tenth. 
Things have drastically changed 
for both cowboys. Fritzlan came 
out of his fi rst NFR gate strong 
on Pete Carr Pro Rodeo’s bull 
“Bumble Bee”, scoring an 86.5, 
falling in the fourth spot, and rak-
ing in $11,000.  Round two did 
not go Fritzlan’s way. Big Stone 
Rodeo’s bull “Spotted Demon” 
got the best of the young cow-

boy. Things started looking up for 
Fritzlan in Round three when he 
stuck a ride on Bar T Rodeo’s bull 
named “Angel’s Landing”, scor-
ing 89, winning the round, and 
adding $45,058 to his winnings. 
Wallace made his fi rst qualifi ed 
ride at the 2020 NFR and was the 
only other qualifi ed ride in Round 
three. Wallace scored an 88.5 
on Cervi Championship Rodeo’s 
bull “Yellowstone”.  Round 
four treated both cowboys well, 
Wallace scored 89.5 on Hi Lo 
ProRodeo’s “Lipps” and took the 
round. Fritzlan scored an 85.5 on 
Corey & Lange Rodeo’s “Billy 
Hell”, good enough for fourth 
place. Wallace’s Round four pay-
off was $26,231 and Fritzlan’s 
was $11,000.    Wallace shone 
again on Monday, winning Round 
fi ve on Rafter G Rodeo’s “Freddy 
Fender” with a 91.5, and earn-
ing another $26,231.  Fritzlan 
turned in a qualifi ed ride but it 
was not enough to put him in the 
money. However, it did help him 
in the average where he is second 
to Ky Hamilton by four points. 
Tuesday, Round six saw both 
competitors tying for third and 
fourth, both donning 85.5 scored 
rides and netting $16,077 apiece. 

As of press time, Wallace is 
sitting as the World Bull Riding 
Leader with $178,329.98 in win-
nings, followed by Ky Hamilton 
with $163,331.17, and in the third 
spot is rookie Colten Fritzlan 
with $151,543.04 thus far. The 
champion in each event will be 
determined after the tenth round 
on Saturday, Dec. 12.  Watch 
these elite athletes go four more 
rounds to sort it out.  Follow 
offi cial PRCA updates through-
out the event at www.prorodeo.
com.  You can also tune into 
The Cowboy Channel (TCC) 
or RFD-TV.  The performanc-
es will also be streamed on the 
PRCA on Cowboy Channel Plus 
app. The PRCA on Cowboy 
Channel Plus app users will be 
able to stream events both live 
and recorded.  
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BANK OF THE 
SAN JUANS

500 Main, Meeker
878-5073

COULTER AVIATION
Meeker

878-5045

MA FAMIGLIA 
RESTAURANT

Henry & Kris Arcolesse
410 Market, Meeker

878-4141

NORTHWEST AUTO 
SALES & SERVICE

485 Market St., Meeker
878-5026

WATT'S RANCH 
MARKET

271 E. Market, Meeker
878-5868

GO-FER
FOODS

812 Market Street
878-5381

WHITE RIVER 
ELECTRIC 

ASSOCIATION, INC.
233 Sixth Street, Meeker

878-5041

YOUR BUSINESS HERE!
SPONSOR YOUR HOME 
TEAM FOR $12.50/week!

BANK OF THE 
SAN JUANS

222 W. Main, Rangely
675-2222

COLORADO CPA 
SERVICES

118 W. Main, Rangely
675-2222

W.C. STRIEGEL
17030 Hwy. 64, Rangely

675-8444

YOUR BUSINESS HERE!
SPONSOR YOUR HOME 
TEAM FOR $12.50/week!

Sports stories are 
posted in the HT as 
space allows in the 

following order: varsity 
stories, junior varsity 
stories, junior high 

stories, miscellaneous 
stories. Contact us at 
editor@ht1885.com

with questions.

#32

Special to the Herald Times

RBC I The start of Season B 
sports has been delayed, follow-
ing communication between the 
Colorado Department of Public 
Health and Environment and the 
Colorado High School Activities 
Association late Sunday night.

This change also affects the 
planned start of Seasons C and D, 
which have also been delayed.

In a letter sent to CHSAA 
Commissioner Rhonda Blanford-
Green, CDPHE indicated that 
Season B would not be permit-
ted to begin on Jan. 4, as had 
been scheduled on the CHSAA 
2020-21 sports calendar. CDPHE 
further said that no variances will 
be given to CHSAA sports at this 
time.

In the letter, Jill Hunsaker 
Rye, Executive Director of the 
CDPHE wrote, "The COVID-19 
pandemic has reached an all time 
high in terms of disease transmis-
sion both in Colorado and around 
the nation. The Colorado School 
of Public Health estimates that 

1 in 40 Coloradans are currently 
infectious. Hospital admissions 
are steadily increasing, and the 
past six weeks have produced a 
significant increase in the num-
ber of deaths statewide. With the 
Thanksgiving holiday just behind 
us and the impending December 
holiday festivities, we are very 
concerned that the rate of trans-
mission will continue to increase.

"At this time, we do not have 
enough information about what 
disease incidence and hospital-
ization capacity will look like in 
January, and therefore are unable 
to make a determination regarding 
indoor high school athletics in 
Season B. Season B high school 
sports would operate based on 
the restrictions in the level of the 
Dial in the county in which the 
school resides. For counties in 
Level Red, this means no indoor 
group sports are authorized."

"In addition, our top goal 
for the new year is to support 
a return to in-person learning. 
Season B sports are conducted 
mainly indoors during the colder 

months, which reduces the abil-
ity to assure social distancing. 
This in turn may further promote 
disease transmission at a time 
when we need to ensure that stu-
dents and teachers are protected 
and that in-person learning is the 
highest priority.

"We welcome an ongoing 
conversation regarding the indoor 
requests at a future date as more 
schools safely open their indoor 
facilities for students."

As a result, CHSAA is propos-
ing a Feb. 1 start date for Season B. 
CHSAA, CDPHE and Gov. Jared 
Polis' COVID Response Team, 
plan to meet again mid-January 
to continue the discussion around 
variances for Season B, and reas-
sess COVID-19 data at that time. 
Variances will not be considered 
prior to that date.

Specifics for each sport will 
be communicated upon variance 
approval from the CDPHE.

County health department and 
school districts will determine 
open gym policies, per state guid-
ance.

Season B sports delayed as 
statewide COVID cases rise

Fritzlan third, Wallace first at National Finals Rodeo

PITCHING IN ...

CAITLIN WALKER PHOTO
With food services short-staffed at Meeker School District, Director Roberta Kinnamon didn't have to look far 
for willing helpers. Kinnamon's husband's company Midstream Pipeline Co., operators for Tallgrass Energy, 
pitched in to help serve school lunches this week. Pictured from left to right are Josh Clark, Paul Knez and 
Buck Fronatt.

(Left) Colten Fritzlan 
placed third at the 
National Finals Rodeo.

COURTESY PHOTO

Season B: 7 Weeks 
Practice: Jan. 25
Competition: Feb. 1-March 20
Sports:

Boys & Girls Basketball
Boys & Girls Skiing
Boys & Girls Wrestling
Girls Swim & Dive
Ice Hockey
Spirit (Championship Weekend 
March 25-27)

Season C: 7 Weeks
Practice: March 15
Competition: March 22-May 8
Sports:

Boys Soccer
Field Hockey
Girls Volleyball
Gymnastics
Unified Bowling
*Football (see dates below)

Season D: 7 Weeks
Practice: May 3
Competition: May 10-June 26
Sports:

Baseball
Boys & Girls Lacrosse
Boys & Girls Track & Field
Boys Swim & Dive
Boys Volleyball
Girls Soccer
*Girls Golf (see dates below)
*Girls Tennis (see dates below)

Proposed CHSAA Calendar (subject to variance approval)

*Football: 9 Weeks (same as
Season A Football)
Practice: March 4
Competition: March 15-May 15

*Girls Golf: 10 Weeks (same as
boys golf)
Practice: April 19
Competition: April 19-June 22

*Girls Tennis: 7 weeks (same as
Season D sports and Boys Tennis)
Practice: April 26
Competition: April 26-June 12

More info:
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& Where To Find It!
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TWCP
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TV Weekly Magazine 
is your essential guide to 

finding new shows, old 
favorites, new channels or 

streaming services.
PLUS: 

Comprehensive TV
Listings

Get 10 issues for only $9.75 
You save 76% off the cover price!

         Call toll-free: 1-877-580-4817
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WEEK! 

Crossword, Games, 
Trivia, Q&A & More!
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SUPPORT COMMUNITY JOURNALISM. SUBSCRIBE FOR 
$3.33 A MONTH.

That's less than a gallon of milk.
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I'LL CROSS those projects off your to-do list.

chance of all trades
maintenance, repairs, RENOVATIONS and PRETTY MUCH ANYTHING ELSE 

YOU CAN THINK OF. HOME OR BUSINESS. TALK OR TEXT. 970.220.2228

life is too short to 
waste the weekends.

By DEIRDRE MACNAB
Special to the Herald Times

RBC I The White River Alliance, a local 
stakeholders group for the White River, met Dec. 4. 
Erin Light, the Division 6 Water Engineer, who is in 
charge of all administration of water rights on the 
White River (and Yampa and Green), was the guest 
speaker. She announced that Governor Polis had 
raised the level of drought preparedness from level 
2 to level 3 based on the extent of the above average 
temperatures and below average precipitation. We 
are currently at 64% of snowpack for the average 
this year. 

She indicated that the White River is making 
progress on installing head gates with 80 installed 
this year, and 505 to go in the White. As this is 
the statutory year for developing a list of water 

rights that have been abandoned in whole or in 
part (every 10 years) she is expecting and seeing 
some objections, and encourages anyone to contact 
her office (970-879-0272). There are slightly less 
than 70 water rights on the 2020 abandonment list 
in the White River basin. She noted that she is a 
supporter of adding to water storage, as long as 
they are strategically located, where they can help 
the maximum number of people. When asked what 
we could learn from other basins, she noted that all 
of Division 6 including the White is a bit behind 
other basins who generally have all their measuring 
devices installed. The existing conditional water 
rights combined exceed 600,000 AF in the White 
River basin. The average annual flow past the White 
River near Watson, Utah gage station is 492,900 AF.  
[This is associated with existing absolute and very 
senior irrigation rights rather than the conditional 

water rights.]
Light was appointed by State Engineer, Kevin 

Rein, to sit on a new anti-speculation task force that 
has been convened.  

White River Alliance member Dr. Bob Dorsett 
reported on the “State of the White,” using the 100 
year record of U.S. Geological Service (USGS) flow 
data. He noted that the river has been running below 
the 25th percentile for the past six months, which 
is similar to losing three months of water volume.

Spring runoff continues to peak earlier and that 
trend is likely to continue based on climate data.  He 
noted that according to reports from group mem-
bers, there was less algae this year in the White, 
possibly due to the education process in best prac-
tices supported by the membership, such as avoiding 
spraying permethrin in proximity to the river and 
tributaries.  

The group was also updated on the White River 
Partnership by John Leary, which is a collaboration 
to restore the White River riparian by identifying 
and removing exotic invasives  like tamarisk and 
Russian olive and providing growth opportunities 
for native species such as cottonwood and willow. 
Jenn Wellman from the Nature Conservancy was 
introduced as well. The group approved a future 
showing of a new movie called “Kiss the Ground” 
about the importance of livestock grazing to help 
repair soil health and improve its water resiliency 
and store and transform carbon into oxygen. They 
also approved a speaker from Mesa University to 
talk about population trends in Rio Blanco and pos-
sible future economic opportunities. 

The White River Alliance invites the public to 
all meetings. To learn more, contact WRA president 
Shawn Welder at packtrip@cmn.net.

White River Alliance hears from water engineer 
Erin Light on drought preparedness and other issues

PRESS RELEASE
Special to the Herald Times

RBC I You don’t need 
to travel to an office to regis-
ter your recreational vehicle. 
Just pull up the Colorado 
Parks and Wildlife website 
and get it done from the com-
fort of your home. It’s easy 
to register, just go to the 
CPWShop website.

Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife is urging everyone 
to register on-line in order 
to maintain safety during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Social distancing and reduc-

ing exposure to groups of 
people are the leading rec-
ommendations to keep us all 
safe. The more Coloradans 
can maintain social distance, 
the sooner the pandemic will 
end.

For those who have not 
registered on-line, CPW has 
dedicated a web page that 
explains all facets of the pro-
cess. You will need to gath-
er some information before 
starting the registration pro-
cess. Visit the CPW registra-
tion page for details.

Here are the registration 
dates and all allow a 45-day 

window to renew before 
expiration.

Boats: Jan. 1- Dec. 31
Off-highway vehicles: 

April 1- March 31
Snowmobiles: Oct. 1 – 

Sept. 30
If you have friends or fam-

ily who don’t live in the state, 
remind them that they must 
have a Colorado OHV permit 
or a non-resident snowmobile 
permit. Colorado honors an 
out-of-state boat registration 
for 60 consecutive days.

If you have registration 
questions, please call 303-
297-1192.

Register snowmobiles, boats 
and OHVs from your home

PRESS RELEASE
Special to the Herald Times

RBC I Wildlife manag-
ers, biologists, and research-
ers from Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife are gearing up for a 
busy winter season. During the 
winter months, CPW will be 
using helicopters and fixed-
wing aircraft to capture and 
classify big game species. 

Winter study work will 
include operations to capture, 
assess, and collar elk, deer and 
pronghorn in the Bears Ears, 
White River, Roaring Fork, 
Steamboat Springs and Middle 
Park areas. The elk studies are 
in the second year of a six-year 
study. CPW is capturing and 
collaring adult female elk and 
calves to assess the health of 
herds, estimate survival rates, 
identify major sources of mor-
tality, and evaluate the influ-
ence of human recreation on 
elk herds. Mule deer studies are 
conducted annually to assess 
survival rates and monitor sea-
sonal movements. A pronghorn 
movement study will begin 
in Middle Park this winter. 
CPW will capture and collar 
40 female pronghorn to assess 
migration patterns, herd con-
nectivity, and seasonal  move-

ment patterns to aid in conser-
vation efforts. 

Winter classifications — 
often thought of as “counts” 
— will take place December 
through February; utilizing 
helicopters and fixed-wing 
airplanes. These classification 
flights occur statewide. It’s not 
possible to count all of the deer 
and elk across the landscape, 
so CPW staff classify animals 
by age and sex to determine 
the health of the herds and 
to compare to objectives in 
herd management plans. These 
operations provide wildlife 
managers with supplementary 
data that is used to generate 
computer models which esti-
mate wildlife population num-
bers and composition. Video of 
the classification process and 
more information about how 
classifications become part of 
herd management can be found 
in the CPW video at https://
vimeo.com/203181357.

While animals are under 
pressure to survive harsh win-
ter conditions, winter remains 
the best time of year for the 
success of these operations and 
the overall long-term health of 
big game herds. 

“Winter is the safest time 
to conduct capture work,” 

explained Nathaniel Rayl, a 
big game researcher for CPW. 
“Cool ambient temperatures 
and moderate snow depths help 
prevent overheating and injury 
when capturing big game spe-
cies with a helicopter.”

Area Wildlife Manager 
Matt Yamashita oversees the 
Glenwood Springs CPW oper-
ations. He adds that winter 
provides other advantages for 
wildlife flights. 

“Winter weather conditions 
typically concentrate deer and 
elk and provide increased vis-
ibility for staff who are con-
ducting the aerial surveys,” 
Yamashita said. “The short 
duration of flight disturbances 
is warranted by the important 
biological information that is 
gathered.”

Northwest Colorado res-
idents are reminded that 
they may see low flying air-
craft during these surveys. 
Helicopters may be operating 
at low elevation and spend time 
in one area before moving on 
to the next survey area. CPW 
contractors and staff attempt to 
minimize noise or disruption to 
residential areas. 

Colorado Parks and Wildlife 
manages more than 400,000 
deer, nearly 300,000 elk, 
82,000 pronghorn, about 3,000 
moose and hundreds of other 
species. Management of big 
game species provides millions 
of dollars to Colorado’s econo-
my each year through hunting 
revenues for communities and 
small businesses. In addition, 
revenue from big game hunting 
is responsible for the intro-
duction, reintroduction, and 
conservation of dozens of non-
game species in the state.

CPW preps for winter studies

http://www.remindmagazine.com/rmcp
mailto:chanceofalltrades%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.YourCommunityHospital.com
mailto:packtrip%40cmn.net?subject=
https://vimeo.com/203181357
https://vimeo.com/203181357


Christmas Cheer Contest
~ Brought to you by the Meeker Chamber of Commerce and the HT

The Meeker Chamber and the HT are partnering to give away $300 in prizes for the best indoor 
decor, outdoor decor and business decor in town. Winners will be picked by you, the people!

 

Here's how to enter:
1. Follow @visitmeekercolorado and @ht.1885 on Instagram*.
2. Post your very best photo of your holiday decor. Only one entry per category, please!
3. Let us know you'd like to enter by adding @visitmeekercolorado, @ht.1885 and the hashtag 
#meekerxmascheer to your caption.
4. Once we've reposted your photo to the HT feed, you are officially entered!
5. Voting will take place on the HT Instagram feed through Dec. 22. One heart = one vote. Don't 
forget to tell your friends and family to vote for you.

The photo in each category with the most votes as of 5 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 22, 2020 wins!
*Not on social media? Please send your photo to accounts@ht1885.com along with your contact info and we will get you entered!

BEST INDOOR DECOR - $100 
MEEKER CHAMBER BUCKS

BEST OUTDOOR DECOR - $100
MEEKER CHAMBER BUCKS

BEST BUSINESS DECOR - $100 
HERALD TIMES ADVERTISING CREDIT

ONE INSTAGRAM HEART = ONE VOTE.
MOST HEARTS IN EACH CATEGORY WINS! 

Ready, set, go!

Calling all Meeker residents!  Help make 2020 a little bit brighter and WIN!

NEWS u 3B

By NIKI TURNER
Special to the Herald Times

RBC I Fourteen days of vacation at the beach 
whizzes by at warp speed, but enduring 14 days of 
stay-at-home quarantine due to COVID is almost as 
much fun as watching paint dry. Quarantines are one 
of the oldest and simplest tools for slowing the spread 
of contagious disease, but determining the ideal length 
of a quarantine is not an exact science when it comes 
to new viruses.

Some viruses, like measles, are highly conta-
gious just prior to the onset of symptoms. Others are 
most contagious several days after symptoms appear. 
Still others are spread by asymptomatic carriers. It’s 
believed COVID-19 has all those hallmarks, prompting 
the 14-day recommended quarantine from the time of 
known exposure to a person who has tested positive.

In the last few weeks, the Centers for Disease 
Control have updated their recommendations, allowing 
in some cases for the quarantine period to be shortened 
to 10 days, or even 7 days if testing is available.

The following guidelines are listed in the letter 
sent to those who have been exposed to a confirmed 
COVID-19 case and warrant quarantine by public 
health.

n Avoid public places for 14 days after the last 

day you were in close contact with the sick person 
or the date that they tested positive if you live in the 
same household.

n Do not travel by airplane, ship, long-distance 
bus, or train.

n Any other travel should be coordinated with 
public health.

n Do not use public transportation, such as light 
rail, bus, or taxi.

n Remain in the location that has been designat-
ed for your quarantine.

n Do not go to work. Working from a home-
based office is permitted.

n Do not go to school, grocery stores or other 
public places.

n If you do not have respiratory symptoms, you 
may enjoy Colorado’s vast outdoors while maintain-
ing 6 foot distance from any other individual and 
wear your face covering.

n For everyone who has been in close contact 
to someone with COVID-19, a 14-day quarantine 
is the gold standard. All contacts should monitor 
themselves for symptoms of COVID-19 daily fol-
lowing exposure. For some populations, including 
people who live in a congregate and/or residen-
tial care setting (long-term care facilities, prisons, 
homeless shelters, etc), quarantine generally should 

not be shortened from 14 days without public health 
consultation.

n For contacts who have monitored themselves 
daily and have not had any symptoms of COVID-
19, quarantine can end after 10 days. They should 
continue to monitor themselves daily for symptoms 
for the full 14 days following exposure.

n For contacts who have monitored themselves 
daily for symptoms, have not had any symptoms 
of COVID-19, and have tested negative on a test 
collected within 48 hours before quarantine is dis-
continued (provided sufficient testing is available), 
quarantine can end after 7 days. They should con-
tinue to monitor themselves daily for symptoms for 
the full 14 days.

n In no circumstances can quarantine be discon-
tinued before 7 days have passed since exposure.

n Regardless of whether someone is released 
from quarantine early, if they develop any symp-
toms of COVID-19 illness in the 14 days following 
their exposure, they must isolate immediately and 
notify public health.

n Monitor your health for fever, cough, or short-
ness of breath for 14 days after the last day you were 
in close contact with the sick person.

n Notify Rio Blanco County Department of 
Public Health, 970-878-9520, if you develop fever 

(temperature greater than 38.0 degrees Celsius 
or 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit) or other symptoms 
(cough, shortness of breath, loss of taste/smell, 
chills, body aches, sore throat, headache, diarrhea, 
runny nose, nausea/vomiting). If you are unable to 
reach anyone at the above-listed number, please 
contact CDPHE at 303-692-2700 business hours or 
at 303-370-9395 after hours.

n Prior to seeking any medical attention in 
an office, clinic, or hospital, you must call and 
inform your healthcare providers that you are 
under active monitoring for potential exposure to 
COVID-19. You should also contact Rio Blanco 
County Department of Public Health, 970-878-
9520, who will inform you of precautions you 
must take to protect against infecting others at the 
time you are seeking medical attention. If you are 
unable to reach anyone at the above-listed number, 
please contact CDPHE at 303-692-2700 or at 303-
370-9395. If your condition requires calling 911, 
you must also inform the 911 operator that you are 
under active monitoring for potential exposure to 
COVID-19.

n After 10 days from the last day you were in 
close contact with the sick person, you may resume 
all normal activities as long as no new symptoms 
appear. 

By CAITLIN WALKER
caitlin@ht1885.com

MEEKER I The annual tradition of wrestling 
Christmas lights out of their hibernation occurs 
in more than 80 million homes each year. Most 
of us grumble and mumble as we unsnarl, loop, 
re-loop, arrange and re-rearrange the strands over 
and around our trees and our homes, but most agree 
the final result is worth all the effort.

Christmas lights aren’t just sparkle and shine, 
however. The cheerful glow is a modern reiteration 
of a ritual of hope that dates all the way back to the 
4th century.

Way back when, Germanic people would gather 
together on the winter solstice, the longest night of 
the year. As with most celebrations of the time, there 

would be feasting and wassailing, bonfires and the 
burning of the Yule log, and symbols like evergreens 
to celebrate the cycle of life, death and eternity. 
Sound a little familiar?

It was a symbol of hope in a dark time, literally 
and figuratively. Friends and neighbors looked for-
ward to warmer, sunnier weather, and the increased 
chance of survival that came with it.

The celebration of light continued, but the prac-
tice was mostly isolated to northern Europe. German 
Moravians are credited with bringing the practice 
to America, but it didn’t go fully mainstream until 
later in the century, when Queen Victoria’s husband 
Prince Albert (a German) brought the tradition 
to England. An illustration from the time period 
depicts the royal family next to an evergreen deco-
rated with candles and baubles. By the 1870s, fresh-

cut trees were all the rage. In the Christian tradition, 
the candles symbolized of the birth of Christ, “light 
of the world.”

While festive and heartwarming, fresh-cut trees 
and lit candles were a dangerous mix. The candles 
were extremely hard to affix to the branches, and 
trees were often lit for less than 30 minutes, with 
buckets of sand and water nearby in case of fire. 
As the tradition became more popular, this posed a 
bigger and bigger challenge.

In 1882, one of Thomas Edison’s top hands, 
a 24-year-old by the name of Edward Hibbard 
Johnson, hand-wired 80 red, white and blue bulbs, 
then strung them around a tree in a Fifth Avenue 
window in New York City, drawing quite a crowd. 
While pretty, the earliest lights were unaffordable 
for most people. Sixteen bulbs would set you back 

$12 in 1900, the equivalent of $350 today, not to 
mention the cost of adding wiring to a home in the 
first place. 

Plus, electricity, as with many other scientific 
discoveries, was distrusted by the general populace 
at first. Some thought the wires could transmit 
harmful vapors. As electricity gained traction and 
reliability, however, so did demand for Christmas 
lights. By 1914, a set of lights was down to $1.75. 
Fast forward 15 years to the 1930s, and affordable 
Christmas lights were just about everywhere.

Today, 150 million sets are sold each year. 
Whether they are inside or outside, colored, white, 
blinking, winking, big, small, oodles and gobs or 
one simple string, the lights represent a centuries-old 
tradition–hope and faith in a time of darkness.

2020 could certainly use a little more of that.

New quarantine guidelines released by the CDC

Tangly, twisted, half-lit? Worth it.

PRESS RELEASE
Special to the Herald Times

RBC I Colorado Secretary 
of State Jena Griswold today 
certified the 2020 General 
Election, thereby making the 
results of the election official 
and final. The certification was 
conducted after each county’s 
bipartisan canvass boards sub-
mitted their official abstract of 
votes to the Secretary of State’s 
Office, as well as the conclu-
sion of an automatic recount 
in the race for 18th Judicial 
District. 

“The 2020 General Election 
will be remembered as one 
of the most challenging and 
successful elections in our 
state’s history,” said Secretary 
Griswold. “Colorado rose to 
the challenge of executing a 
successful general election 
during a pandemic by adding 
access and safeguards. Over 
3.2 million Coloradans made 
their voices heard, setting the 

highest record number of voters 
participating in any election 
held in state history. We are 
tremendously proud of this suc-
cess, and I commend my staff 
and county clerks offices for all 
their diligent work this year.”

After the election, the 
Secretary of State’s office 
worked closely with Colorado’s 
county clerks to complete a 
risk-limiting audit state-wide 
that provided a high level of 
statistical confidence in the 
results of the election. After 
the audit, each county’s biparti-
san canvass board certified the 
election results in each coun-
ty. The canvass boards then 
submitted the final results to 
the Secretary of State’s office, 
including the recount results 
from the 18th Judicial District. 
The election is now deemed 
official. 

In addition to a record 
number of voters participat-
ing, Coloradans also embraced 
the new initiatives that the 

Colorado Secretary of State’s 
Office introduced for the 
election, including statewide 
BallotTrax and Txt2Cure. A 
total of 1,771,523 voters (53.8% 
of all ballots returned) enrolled 
in BallotTrax. Meanwhile, a 
total of 11,085 voters utilized 
Txt2Cure to conveniently 
cure any signature discrepan-
cies.  

The official breakdown of 
voter turnout is as follows:

n Total voter turnout: 
3,291,548     

n Mail ballots:  
3,092,903 

n In-person ballots:  
198,645

n Democratic:  
1,020,321 

n Republican:  
941,313 

n Unaffiliated:  
1,276,834 

n Other: 53,080
n Female:  1,683,598 
n Male:  1,554,730 
n Unknown: 53,220

Colorado Secretary of State 
certifies 2020 election results
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LOTSA LIGHTS ...

CAITLIN WALKER PHOTO
Downtown Meeker is lit up again this year. Check it out after 5 p.m.

https://www.instagram.com/visitmeekercolorado/
https://www.instagram.com/ht.1885/
https://www.instagram.com/visitmeekercolorado/
https://www.instagram.com/ht.1885/
mailto:accounts%40ht1885.com?subject=
mailto:caitlin%40ht1885.com?subject=
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1. __ andle__ = light, joy, peace
2. c __ rol __ = music, cheer, friendliness 
3. S __ nta  Cl __ us = gifts, generosity, magic
4. sto __ k __ ngs = tradition, wonder, surprises
5. b __ ll __ = church, Santa’s sleigh, merriment
6. w __ ea __ hs = neverending circle of life, growth,  

7. mis __ l __ to __ = love, fun, decoration
8. re __ nd __ er = Christmas eve, Santa, sleigh
9. __ in __ el = excitement, shining, Christmas tree
10. ang __ l __ = joy, messages, peace
11. __ ard __ = friends, greetings, photos
12. t __ ee __ = evergreen, end of winter, pine scent  

Symbols of Christmas

     Most people start shopping and 
wrapping gifts after the Thanksgiving 
holiday and continue until 
Christmas Eve. The well-known song 
“The Twelve Days of Christmas” tells 
about gifts given and received from 
December 25th until January 5th.
The next day is January 6th, the day 
Christians believe the Three Kings 
brought gifts to the 
Holy Child.
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1. __________ and tasting Christmas cookies
2. __________ for the perfect gift until your feet hurt
3. __________ in long lines to take photos with Santa
4. __________ and hanging wreaths and garlands
5. __________ through the woods to find and cut  
                       down the perfect Christmas tree
6. __________ ornaments and stockings
7. __________ and hiding gifts
8. __________ up outdoor lights and putting Santa 
                       and Reindeer in the yard
9. __________ a giant ham and baking it
10. __________ plane tickets and packing suitcases
11. __________ greetings and sending Christmas Cards
12. __________ carols and sipping hot chocolate

On the first day of Christmas,
     my true love gave to me...

... a  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  
              in a pear tree!

Holiday Hustle and Bustle
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     Wow! There’s so much to do at holiday time.  
Read the clues to fill in the puzzle and see 
what families are doing: 

p
a

r

t
r

id
g

e

  There are symbols of Christmas all around us, but what do they mean or stand for?  
Use the letters in the word “Christmas” to fill in the blanks in the words below:

    L L O D K E T J B I O Y
  A N S E F N T O P K N E R
  B H N E T T E D V D C M J
  V N C O I J U G B N T E S
  H G O A N C E G N A R O K
B N U I K N K O U T R E S A
G F R N L J D E K O O B T E
O I H S J G B Y I Y R A Z I J
F G I T M A G I C T R I C K S I H G
        N H T F D A P O I J K N C A J H
        M U Y G F B N G R D A R S P I P
        S G S A Q U H E P Y A P I T F
        T U C S P D G B N Y R U V X A
          M Y T J I N U O K H Z O U
          G H U N C N N K J U Z Q C
            J N K Q S O C K S L T A
              E F R G T A I O E Q N

Lighting 
    the 
   Way!
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51Christmas is Coming!

Dear Santa,
  I’ve been
very good
this year...

  Christmas is coming and I’ve hung  up my stocking. Now I’m writing my letter to Santa Claus! Have you?  

book
coins

doll
crayons

puzzle
DVD

  Follow the 
dots to see 
what Pinch 
put in his
windows.

K L P Y T R D M T 
          N P E  

     Every year, while waiting for Christmas, people
around the world place glowing candles in their
windows. Lights are hung on houses and trees.
Cheerful fires are lighted in fireplaces. Bonfires and
Yule logs blaze. Candlelight services are held in
churches.
     Burning candles and colored lights show our joy
                  and hope. Candles in windows show a 
                                  welcoming home and hearth. 
                                   Lights remind some people 
                                    of stars in the sky. All kinds  
                                    of light can send a message 
                                     of warmth and peace to all.   
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Newspaper Fun!
 

www.readingclubfun.com

   Kids: color
  stuff in!

Christmas is coming and we are... ...decorating, baking, and hiding gifts!

     Can you find and circle items 
below that might fit into a stocking?
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RIO BLANCO COUNTY
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE PUBLICATION LIST

NOVEMBER 2020
FUND:GENERAL
FUND, VENDOR NAME, AMOUNT
PMCR, PURCH SVCS, (543.00)
ALL STATE COMM, PRCH SVCS, 4,869.05
ALSCO, PRCH SVCS, 1,128.11
AMAZON, SPPLY, 4,460.77
ATMOS ENERGY, UTL, 565.85
ATMOS ENERGY, UTL, 285.71
ATMOS ENERGY, UTL, 280.42
ATMOS ENERGY, UTL, 107.64
ATMOS ENERGY, UTL, 510.73
ATMOS ENERGY, UTL, 118.52
ATMOS ENERGY, UTL, 868.02
MONA AVEY, PRCH SVCS, 30.00
BATTERY JUNCTION, SPPLY, 372.96
BOYKO, SPPLY, 2,920.94
CENTURYLINK, LND LN, 468.52
CENTURYLINK-LNG DIST, LNG DSTNC, 10.88
CENTURYLINK-LND LN, LND LN, 533.37
CIMMARRON, IT SVCS, 49.99
CNCC, CNTRCT SVCS, 2,500.00
CO ASSOCIATION OF FAIR, PRCH SVCS, 50.00
CO COUNTY ATTY'S, PRCH SVCS, 150.00
CO COUNTY TREASURER, PRCH SVCS, 600.00
CO DIVISION OF FIRE, PRCH SVCS, 109.20
COLORADO, STATE OF, PRCH SVCS, 299.14
COLUMN SOFTWARE, PRCH SVCS, 517.08
CREATIVE CULTURE INSIG, PRCH SVCS, 710.50
CUNNINGHAM SWAIM, PROF SVCS, 23,000.00
MELISSA DEMBOWSKI, PRCH SVCS, 69.00
DISTRICT ATTORNEY, PRCH SVCS, 21,495.00
DUCEY'S ELECTRIC, PRCH SVCS, 135.00
DUDE SOL, PRCH SCVS, 2,849.71
DUNGAN, JOSEPH, PRCH SVCS, 112.49
E&E DOOR & WINDOW, RPR/MNTC, 303.00
THE EAR PHONE, SPPLY, 1,416.80
ADAMS, THELMA, ELEC JDG, 135.00
ARY, MARLYN, ELEC JDG, 75.00
BYERS, BEVERLY, ELEC JDG, 563.00
DAVIS, JULIA MARIE, ELEC JDG, 369.00
DAVIS, PAULA, ELEC JDG, 505.00
DEARMAN, JOY, ELEC JDG, 260.00
FRANKLIN, IRIS, ELEC JDG, 420.00
FRAZIER, DEBRA, ELEC JDG, 350.00
HAZELBUSH, DALEEN, ELEC JDG, 863.00
HICKEN, KRISTINE, ELEC JDG, 490.00
CLYRENE L. HINKLE, ELEC JDG, 210.00
DANIEL R HINKLE, ELEC JDG, 90.00
LITTLE-MYERS, SHERYL, ELEC JDG, 315.00
CHARLOTTE MOBLEY, ELEC JDG, 285.00
NELSON, CONNIE, ELEC JDG, 625.00
NORMAN, MELISSA, ELEC JDG, 673.00
PURKEY, SAMME, ELEC JDG, 450.00
ROGERS, MICHELLE, ELEC JDG, 85.00
HEATHER SAULS, ELEC JDG, 305.00
SHULTS, PEGGY, ELEC JDG, 545.00
STEWART, SHEILA, ELEC JDG, 255.00

WILBER, MARY ANN, ELEC JDG, 570.00
EMPLOYERS COUNCIL, PRCH SVCS, 6,000.00
FIBERSTORE, SPPLY, 6,215.16
FIRST ADVANTAGE, PRCH SVCS, 81.70
GHA TECH, SPPLY, 1,295.66
GRAND JUNCTION MEDIA, PRCH SVCS, 393.75
HIGH VOLTAGE, PURCH SVCS, 2,800.00
KINSCO, UNFRM/CLTH, 2,905.72
MCGUIRE AUTO, SPPLY, 5.49
CAROL McNEEL, OTHR CNTRCT, 50.00
MEEKER AIRPORT, CNTRCT SVCS, 3,500.00
MEEKER AUTO, RPR/MNTC, 30.91
MEEKER SANITATION, UTL, 492.00
MEEKER, TOWN OF, UTL, 322.45
MIND SPRINGS HEALTH, PRCH SVCS, 2,978.78
MOON LAKE, UTL, 3,208.41
MOTOROLA, SPPLY, 4,729.09
MVB-VISA, SPPLY, 11,099.95
NELCO, PRCH SVCS, 45.16
NICHOLS STORE, SPPLY, 18.00
OVERTON RECY, UTL, 1,458.00
PATHOLOGY GRP, PRCH SVCS, 4,280.00
PMC, PRCH SVCS, 646.00
PITNEY BOWES RES, PRCH SVCS, 387.30
POCKET PRESS, SPPLY, 227.88
PROFORCE LAW, FIREARM SPPLY, 3,155.55
QUALITY HEALTH, PRCH SVCS, 150.00
QUILL, SPPLY, 127.94
QUILTERS QUEST, SPPLY, 686.07
QYPSYS, PRCH SVCS, 16,488.17
RANGELY, TOWN OF, UTL, 4,418.54
RANGELY TRASH, UTL, 249.50
RANGELY TRUE VALUE, SPPLY, 1,983.11
RESPOND FIRST AID, SPPLY, 269.80
RICHARDSON, FAIN, PRCH SVCS, 120.00
RB HERALD TIME, PRCH SVCS, 112.04
SAMUELSON, SPPLY, 174.76
SANITARY SUPPLY, SPPLY, 3,464.16
SGM, PRCH SVCS, 5,700.00
SHARI YEAGER, ELEC JDG, 20.00
SHI INTERNL, PRCH SVCS, 3,149.75
STAPLES, SPPLY, 885.73
SYN-TECH SYST, SPPLY, 137.00
THOMAS Y PICKETT, CNTRCT SVCS, 8,495.91
TURNKEY, SPPLY, 5.10
TYLER TECH, PRCH SVCS, 7,958.79
UNION TELEPHONE, PRCH SVCS, 296.08
VALLEY HARDWARE, SPPLY, 251.70
VALUE WEST, PRCH SVCS, 2,260.00
VERNAL EXPRESS, PRCH SVCS, 90.00
VOIANCE LANGUAGE, PRCH SVCS, 50.00
WATT'S, FOOD SPPLY, 1,525.62
WHITE RIVER DIST, SPPLY, 349.25
WREA, UTL, 13,143.18
US DEPT. OF THE TREASURY, FED W/H, 
28,724.57
US DEPT. OF THE TREASURY, FICA W/H, 
53,356.49
CO STATE WITHHOLDINGS, STATE W/H, 
11,661.33

GREAT WEST, RETIREMENT, 40,613.97
COUNTY HEALTH POOL, INSURANCE, 
114,947.01
FAMILY SUPPORT REGISTRY, WAGE ASNMT, 
1,012.69
GENERAL FUND TOTAL 458,998.62
FUND: CAPITAL EXPEND
VENDOR NAME, ACCOUNT NAME, AMOUNT
DUCEY'S ELEC, MNTC, 859.18
FUNERAL SOURCE ONE, PRCH SVCS, 7,805.65
J&C ENTERPRISES, MNTC, 2,375.00
MOON LAKE, PRCH SVCS, 9,383.10
RANGELY TRASH, MNTC, 1,050.00
SHI INTERNATIONAL, IT SPPLY, 150,478.35
TRANE U.S, MNTC, 7,085.00
CAPITAL EXPEND FUND TOTAL 179,036.28
FUND: ROAD & BRIDGE
VENDOR NAME, ACCOUNT NAME, AMOUNT
COLUMN SOFTWARE, PRCH SVCS, 28.16
HDR, CNTRCT SVCS, 25,910.28
MCGUIRE AUTO, SPPLY, 14.99
OFFICE DEPOT, SPPLY, 82.81
PITNEY BOWES RES, PRCH SVCS, 13.35
RANGELY TRUE VALUE, SPPLY, 37.97
SALTWORX, MTRLS, 9,836.11
SAMUELSON, SPPLY, 2,503.90
TRITON ENVIRO, CR 7 BRDG, 753.31
UNION TELEPHONE, PRCH SVCS, 93.31
VALLEY HARDWARE, SPPLY, 14.99
WATT'S, SPPLY, 3.69
WESTERN GRAVEL, CR 7 BRDG, 128,758.55
WREA, UTL, 95.26
US DEPT. OF THE TREASURY, FED W/H, 
9,438.49
US DEPT. OF THE TREASURY, FICA W/H, 
21,593.49
CO STATE WITHHOLDINGS, STATE W/H, 
4,212.61
GREAT WEST, RETIREMENT, 24,443.73
COUNTY HEALTH POOL, INSURANCE, 61,130.38
ROAD & BRIDGE FUND TOTAL 288,965.38
FUND: PUBLIC HEALTH
VENDOR NAME, ACCOUNT NAME, AMOUNT
ALL AMERICAN PUBL, PRCH SVCS, 375.00
AMAZON, SPPLY, 2,493.15
IDENTITY GRAPHICS, PRCH SVCS, 96.00
McKESSON MED, SPPLY, 3,528.25
MVB-VISA, PRCH SVCS, 1,352.84
R & S NORTHEAST LLC, SPPLY, 41.47
RB HERALD TIME, PRCH SVCS, 792.00
SANOFI PASTEUR, SPPLY, 5,851.53
STAPLES, SPPLY, 130.48
TABLEAU SOFTWARE, PRCH SVCS, 6,415.00
US DEPT. OF THE TREASURY, FED W/H, 
1,211.01
US DEPT. OF THE TREASURY, FICA W/H, 
2,991.80
CO STATE WITHHOLDINGS, STATE W/H, 585.00
GREAT WEST, RETIREMENT, 1,806.94
COUNTY HEALTH POOL, INSURANCE, 6,323.40

PUBLIC HEALTH FUND TOTAL 33,993.87
FUND: DEPT OF HUMAN SVCS
VENDOR NAME, ACCOUNT NAME, AMOUNT
PITNEY BOWES RES, CNTY EXPNC, 26.95
STEERMAN LAW, CNTRCT SVCS, 10,332.60
US DEPT. OF THE TREASURY, FED W/H, 
3,102.87
US DEPT. OF THE TREASURY, FICA W/H, 
5,759.45
CO STATE WITHHOLDINGS, STATE W/H, 
1,481.40
GREAT WEST, RETIREMENT, 3,796.89
COUNTY HEALTH POOL, INSURANCE, 15,738.39
AP PAYMENTS 5,163.76
DEPT OF HUMAN SVCS FUND TOTAL 45,402.31
FUND:CAPITAL IMPROVMENT
VENDOR NAME, ACCOUNT NAME, AMOUNT
BADGER DAYLIGHTING, MA RNWY PRJCT, 
2,037.00
PHOENIX IND, RA ENTLTMNT, 97,590.88
STRAIGHT STRIPE, RA ENTLTMNT, 39,250.00
T-O ENGINEERS, RA ENTLTMNT, 21,936.60
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND TOTAL 
160,814.48
FUND:USE TAX
VENDOR NAME, ACCOUNT NAME, AMOUNT
CENTURYLINK-LND LN, MKR SFHS, 39.70
DUCEY'S ELEC, PRCH SVCS, 842.00
HORIZONS, GRANT, 6,375.00
MIND SPRINGS HEALTH, MNTL HLTH, 12,000.00
MOON LAKE, UTL, 485.36
MVB-VISA, SPPLY, 195.39
NICHOLS STORE, SPPLY, 18.00
PITNEY BOWES RES, PRCH SVCS, 3.50
RANGELY AUTO, SPPLY, 23.74
RANGELY, TOWN OF, UTL, 96.12
RANGELY TRASH, UTL, 184.00
RANGELY TRUE VALUE, SPPLY, 751.41
RB HERALD TIME, PRCH SVCS, 56.25
WATT'S, FOOD SPPLY, 277.03
US DEPT. OF THE TREASURY, FED W/H, 
1,759.34
US DEPT. OF THE TREASURY, FICA W/H, 
3,457.82
CO STATE WITHHOLDINGS, STATE W/H, 749.66
GREAT WEST, RETIREMENT, 2,472.59
COUNTY HEALTH POOL, INSURANCE, 9,947.39
FAMILY SUPPORT REGISTRY, WAGE ASNMT, 
420.00
USE TAX FUND TOTAL 40,154.30
FUND: SOLID WASTE
VENDOR NAME, ACCOUNT NAME, AMOUNT
CDPHE, PRCH SVCS, 62.50
PITNEY BOWES RES, PRCH SVCS, 10.40
REDI SVCSES, PRCH SVCS, 60.00
SOLID WASTE ASSN, PRCH SVCS, 268.00
SOUDER, MILLER, CLSR&POS, 6,096.75
UNION TELEPHONE, PRCH SVCS, 56.30
WHITE RIVER DIST, PRCH SVCS, 15.00
WREA, UTL, 534.77

US DEPT. OF THE TREASURY, FED W/H, 
1,152.89
US DEPT. OF THE TREASURY, FICA W/H, 
1,961.70
CO STATE WITHHOLDINGS, STATE W/H, 459.00
GREAT WEST, RETIREMENT, 1,129.00
COUNTY HEALTH POOL, INSURANCE, 5,121.30
SOLID WASTE FUND TOTAL 16,927.61
FUND: WEED & PEST
VENDOR NAME, ACCOUNT NAME, AMOUNT
CLAYBAUGH, VICKIE, MISC SVCS, 82.50
MVB-VISA, PRCH SVCS, 51.89
PITNEY BOWES RES, PRCH SVCS, 1.50
VAN DIEST, CHEM USED, 1,590.00
US DEPT. OF THE TREASURY, FED W/H, 441.46
US DEPT. OF THE TREASURY, FICA W/H, 637.72
CO STATE WITHHOLDINGS, STATE W/H, 167.00
GREAT WEST, RETIREMENT, 428.48
COUNTY HEALTH POOL, INSURANCE, 912.10
WEED & PEST FUND TOTAL 4,312.65
FUND: COMMUNICATIONS
VENDOR NAME, ACCOUNT NAME, AMOUNT
PMC, CMMTY ANCHR, (7,332.00)
CALIX, SPPLY, 608.63
FIBERSTORE, SPPLY, 1,916.88
KPE LOCATING, PRCH SCVS, 3,160.00
MAMMOTH NET, PRCH SCVS, 3,300.00
MVB-VISA, PRCH SCVS, 218.00
MUXLOW'S LAWN SVCS, PRCH SCVS, 300.00
NOANET, PRCH SCVS, 544.50
PMC, CMMTY ANCHR, 7,332.00
PITNEY BOWES RES, PRCH SCVS, 3.50
UTILITY NOTIFICATION, PRCH SCVS, 108.77
WESTERN SLOPE INFOC, PRCH SCVS, 562.50
WILSON CABLING, PRCH SCVS, 5,047.00
US DEPT. OF THE TREASURY, FED W/H, 
1,264.98
US DEPT. OF THE TREASURY, FICA W/H, 
2,029.04
CO STATE WITHHOLDINGS, STATE W/H, 487.00
GREAT WEST, RETIREMENT, 1,591.40
COUNTY HEALTH POOL, INSURANCE, 5,121.30
COMMUNICATIONS FUND TOTAL 26,263.50
FUND: FAIRFIELD
VENDOR NAME, ACCOUNT NAME, AMOUNT
A-1 COLLECTION AGENCY, PURCH SVCS, 
(326.90)
A-1 HEATING & COOLING, PRCH SVCS, 2,124.32
ATMOS ENERGY, UTL, 539.86
BOYKO, SPPLY, 602.33
MEEKER SANITATION, UTL, 40.00
MEEKER, TOWN OF, UTL, 588.00
MVB-VISA, SPPLY, 256.32
OVERTON RECY, PRCH SVCS, 250.00
SAMUELSON, SPPLY, 2,738.53
WREA, UTL, 1,312.43
US DEPT. OF THE TREASURY, FED W/H, 297.09
US DEPT. OF THE TREASURY, FICA W/H, 799.54
CO STATE WITHHOLDINGS, STATE W/H, 135.00
GREAT WEST, RETIREMENT, 627.08

∙PAYABLES∙

THEME: HAPPY HOLIDAYS
ACROSS
1. "Lord of the Flies" shell
6. *New Year's Eve choice: Brut or 
Demi-____
9. Get-out-of-jail money
13. Convex molding
14. *"____ I Want for Christmas..."
15. Sign of life
16. Redo, to a carpenter
17. Flying saucer acronym
18. Often-missed humor
19. *Hanukkah toy
21. *____ Santa, gift-giving tradition
23. Ides mo.
24. Part of a hammer
25. Cook's leaf

28. "Hey!"
30. Brain's ____ system
35. Revered one
37. "____ Your Enthusiasm"
39. Capital of Egypt
40. Went by horse
41. "I do" spot
43. *____ Sandler's "Eight Crazy 
Nights"
44. Scary movie consequence
46. Dexterity
47. Boundary line
48. Modern self-portrait
50. Superman's last name
52. Actor's domain
53. Wild plum
55. Mama sheep

57. *"I'll be home for Christmas, if only 
in my ____"
60. *African-American celebration
64. Town news announcer
65. Charged particle
67. Elephant poacher's ware
68. Give new guns
69. *The night before Christmas
70. Present
71. *Like a Christmas sweater, often
72. Uncooked
73. Adherents of Sikhism
DOWN
1. Umbilical connection
2. *"Grandma got run ____ by a 
reindeer..."
3. *Santa's "cheeks were like roses, his 
____ like a cherry"
4. Request to Geico
5. Carriage on top of elephant
6. Pulitzer winner Bellow
7. *Santa helper
8. Bring to an end
9. Jefferson's Vice President
10. Medicinal succulent
11. Negative contraction
12. Bovine hangout
15. Alfresco meal
20. Novelist Jong

22. Sushi restaurant choice
24. *Have a piece of Christmas Goose, 
e.g.
25. *"Five golden rings, four calling 
____..."
26. Dig intensely
27. Cry of the Alps
29. *Time for log
31. Address with apostrophe
32. Stays somewhere
33. About to explode
34. *Vixen follower
36. Table extension
38. Diamond's corner
42. Sign up again
45. Divest one of a gun
49. "Slippery" tree
51. Mark and Shania
54. Twig of a willow tree
56. End of a poem
57. Fortune-teller's residue
58. Iranian coin
59. Suggestive of the supernatural
60. Was aware of
61. Fall asleep, with 'out'
62. Foot part
63. Pirates' affirmatives
64. French vineyard
66. Female gametes

The Meeker Herald 
125 years ago

n Walter James had a 
rather exciting adventure with 
a mountain lion on Saturday. 
He had shot and wounded the 
puma, which was a large one, 
when it turned on him and was 
only a few yards away when a 
well-directed shot stopped its 
onward rush. Albert Proctor 
happened to be in the vicinity 
at the time with his Kodak and 
got one or two good snapshots 
at the exciting scenes as they 
were being enacted.
n Speaking of ways 

to put more money in 
circulation, how about a law 
compelling every millionaire 
to establish and maintain a 
daily newspaper?

The Meeker Herald 
100 years ago

n Boys, now’s a good 
time to get married. Provisions 
are coming down and Claude 
Wilson reports that he has a lot 
of unused marriage licenses, 
which he will dispose of at 
reduced rates. 
n Now’s a good time to 

put in practice some of that 
stuff you have been preaching: 
Help carry the other fellow’s 
load.
n We take it for granted 

that very few people in the 
county will have to pay an 
excess profit tax this year. 

The Meeker Herald
50 years ago

n Today’s chuckle: One 
advantage of being bald is that 
you can comb your hair with a 
washcloth. Right off hand we 
cannot think of another. 
n One of Meeker’s 

talented musicians, Kay 
Merriam, now a member of 
the U.S. Navy, is making quite 
a name in the entertainment 
field for himself and members 
of his eight piece band, known 
as “The Trilogy.”
n A.Oldland and 

Company: Pantyhose, a great 
gift to give every girl on your 
list, says Santa. We second the 

motion. Select from our gay 
array. 

The Meeker Herald
25 years ago

n It was a hoax: the 
federal government is not 
offering dividends or any 
other money to veterans who 
were covered by military life 
insurance programs in the past.  
n Representatives from 

the senior class presented their 
plans for the senior class trip 
next year. The students are 
planning a fun time at Lake 
Powell; they alert the school 
board at about this time every 
year just to get the board’s 
blessing to proceed with the 
planning and fundraising. 

Rangely Times 
50 years ago

n Donna Wardell 
delicately placed the final 
brushstrokes on  her striking 
mural in City Hall. Her artwork 
creates a refreshing, aesthetic 
dimension to the town. This, 
the seventh painting Wardell 
has done to help beautify 
the city, will be her last until 
spring of next year.  
n Fifteen-year-old Brian 

Fortunato went on his first elk 
hunting trip during the second 
season and bagged his elk 
opening day, Oct. 21, in Area 
3 near Maybell, Colorado. The 
6x5 bull was a fine trophy for 
the young man’s first hunt.

Rangely Times 
25 years ago

n The Rio Blanco 
Chariot Racing Association 
has prepared a schedule of 
races for the coming weekend, 
which are the best race meets 
ever in Rio Blanco County.  
n Fifty years ago today 

this country was known as a 
melting pot. Today it resembles 
a pressure cooker.
n The tape player-

recorder will be on display at 
Bestway next week. Tickets 
may be purchased there for the 
purpose of raising funds for 
the Rangely Museum.

DAYS GONE BY

COUNTY HEALTH POOL, INSURANCE, 
3,016.70
FAIRFIELD FUND TOTAL 13,000.30
FUND: CENTRAL SVCS
VENDOR NAME, ACCOUNT NAME, AMOUNT
ALL COPY, CNTRCT SVCS, 343.16
PITNEY BOWES RES, PSTG, 45.55
ROCKY MOUNTAIN COMP, CNTRCT SVCS, 
624.29
CENTRAL SVCS FUND TOTAL 1,013.00
FUND: FLEET
VENDOR NAME, ACCOUNT NAME, AMOUNT
AIRGAS USA, SPPLY, 283.16
COLUMBINE FORD, PRTS/ACCS, 95.14
CYGNUS GROUP, CAP OTLY, 14,232.06
EATON SALES & SVCS, SPPLY, 188.32
GCR TIRES & SVCS, TIRES, 9,157.58
GILBARCO, PRCH SVCS, 130.38
H&H HYDRAULICS, PRTS/ACCS, 2,106.96
HONNEN EQUIPMENT, PRTS/ACCS, 236.21
IDENTITY GRAPHICS, PRCH SVCS, 473.44
JACKSON GROUP, PRTS/ACCS, 215.00
KIMBALL MIDWEST, PRTS/ACCS, 72.00
MASTER PETROLEUM, GAS, 23,749.94
MCGUIRE AUTO, PRTS/ACCS, 2,313.85
MEEKER AUTO, PRTS/ACCS, 3,217.07
MID-AMERICAN RESEARCH, SPPLY, 67.61
MOON LAKE, UTL, 52.11
MVB-VISA, GAS, 36.77
NORTHWEST AUTO, PRTS/ACCS, 277.35
POWER EQUIP, RPR/MNTC, 236.40
RANGELY AUTO, PRTS/ACCS, 1,626.03
RANGELY COLLISION, RPR/MNTC, 1,322.80
RANGELY TRUE VALUE, SPPLY, 44.58
SAMUELSON, SPPLY, 145.98
U.S. TRACTOR, PRTS/ACCS, 1,024.67
VALLEY HARDWARE, SPPLY, 22.46
VERMEER SALES & SVCS, PRTS/ACCS, 
167.59
WAGNER EQUIP, PRTS/ACCS, 321,057.20
WEAR PARTS & EQUIP, PRTS/ACCS, 9,458.00
WESTERN IMPL, PRTS/ACCS, 156.10
WESTFALL O'DELL, PRTS/ACCS, 1,573.07
WREA, UTL, 766.60
US DEPT. OF THE TREASURY, FED W/H, 
2,385.25
US DEPT. OF THE TREASURY, FICA W/H, 
5,189.43
CO STATE WITHHOLDINGS, STATE W/H, 
1,082.00
GREAT WEST, RETIREMENT, 3,996.72
COUNTY HEALTH POOL, INSURANCE, 
10,467.76
FLEET FUND TOTAL 417,627.59
Total: 1,686,509.89
Published: December 10, 2020
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Senior Housing Apartments
White River Village Apartments

Rent is determined by income for those who qualify.
The Following criteria must be met:

Elderly (Senior Citizen)
A person who is at least 62 years old;

An individual with a disability; 
or an individual with a handicap.

For more information contact Janet Miller at 
970-675-8476.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

BE A SMARTER CITIZEN FOR 
$3.33 A MONTH.

THEHERALDTIMES.COM/SUBSCRIBE
Or call 970.878.4017

http://www.theheraldtimes.com/subscribe
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ANATOMY OF A LEGAL NOTICE

INFORMED CITIZENS ARE THE BEST CITIZENS. 
READ YOUR PUBLIC NOTICES!

FUN FACT: 
Publication prices for legal notices are set by state statute and have not changed 

since 1993! (For reference, a first class stamp in 1993 cost just 29 cents.)

Title 
This is the easiest way to pinpoint the pur-

pose of a notice. Sometimes this will be 
very general, maybe even just "PUBLIC 

NOTICE". Keep reading for the ...

Description
This is the 'meat' of the legal notice, telling 
you what it's about. For agendas, it's what 

will be discussed in the meeting. Other 
types of notices vary.

Publication Date
This is the date the notice is scheduled to 
be published. Many public notices have 

requirements for publication set by state 
statute.

Newspaper of Record
A newspaper of record must meet certain 
requirements to be able to publish public 

notices.

Public notices keep you informed of government ac-
tions and provide a third-party transparency check. 
They are a permanent record of government actions 

and cannot be easily altered like digital records. 
They are readily available to each and every citizen, 

regardless of digital know-how.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that

Published: Never 7, 8, 9, 2500
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∙BUDGET NOTICES∙

∙MISC NOTICES∙∙MEETING AGENDAS∙

NOTICE AS TO ADOPTED BUDGET
The Board of County Commissioners will hold a 
special board meeting on Tuesday, December 15, 
2020 at 6:00 p.m., Historic Courthouse, 555 Main 
St., 3rd Floor BOCC Meeting Room, Meeker, CO 
to adopt the 2021 Rio Blanco County Budget.  All 
interested citizens and groups are invited to attend.  
The Agenda for the Budget Meeting will be: Pledge 
of Allegiance; Changes or Additions to the Agenda; 
Hearing; Procedure of Hearing; Presentation of 
the proposed 2021 Budget by Janae Stanworth, 
Budget & Finance Director; Presentation of the 
proposed 2021 HUTF spending by Dave Morlan, 
R&B Director;  Questions or Comments by the 
Public; Consideration of Resolution to adopt the Rio 
Blanco County Budget for 2021; Consideration of 
Resolution to appropriate sums of money for 2021; 
Consideration of three resolutions to levy General 
Property Taxes for 2020, to help defray the cost of 
County Government, Piceance Creek Pest Control 
District and Lower White River Pest Control District, 
all for budget year 2021.  Meeting to be recessed.  
If you need special accommodations please call 
970-878-9431 in advance of the meeting so that 
reasonable accommodations may be made.  Please 
check the County’s website for updates.
Published: December 3 and 10, 2020
Rio Blanco Herald Times

NOTICE AS TO BUDGET SUPPLEMENTAL
The Rio Blanco County Board of Commissioners 
will be considering a budget supplemental 
resolution on December 15, 2020, 11:00 a.m.  Rio 
Blanco County Historic Courthouse, 555 Main 
Street, BOCC Meeting Room, Meeker, Colorado. 
The proposed resolution is for the purpose of 
appropriating sums of money to defray expenses in 
excess of amounts budgeted for the 2020 budget 
year in the following funds:  General Fund, Capital 
Expenditure, Road & Bridge, Public Health Agency 
Fund, Human Services Fund, Capital Improvement 
Plan Fund, Weed & Pest Control and Fairfield 
Complex.  The resolution may be viewed at the 
offices of the County Clerk and Recorder, 555 
Main Street, Colorado, and the County Clerk and 
Recorder Office in the Rangely Town Hall, 209 E. 
Main Street, Suite 101, Rangely, Colorado, and are 
open for public inspection 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. on 
normal work days.
Published: December 3 and 10, 2020
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NOTICE OF BUDGET
Notice has hereby given that a proposed budget 
has been submitted to the RIO BLANCO FIRE 
PROTECTION DISTRICT for the ensuing year 
of 2021.  A copy of such proposed budget has 
been filed in the office of the RIO BLANCO FIRE 
PROTECTION DISTRICT, where it is open for 
public inspection.  The proposed budget will 
be considered at a regular meeting of the RIO 
BLANCO FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT, to be 
held at the office of the District at 240 7th Street, 
Meeker, Colorado, on December 10, 2020 at 6:00 
p.m.  Any interested elector of the RIO BLANCO 
FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT may inspect the 
proposed budget and file or register any objections 
thereto at any time prior to the final adoption of the 
budget.
Published: December 3 and 10, 2020
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NOTICE OF FINAL SETTLEMENT
Meeker Recreation Center Roof Replacement

Eastern Rio Blanco Metropolitan Recreation & Park 
District

101 Ute Road
Meeker, Colorado 81641

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Eastern Rio 
Blanco Metropolitan Recreation & Park District 
(“District”)  is announcing completion of the 
following construction project:

Meeker Recreation Center Roof Replacement
Meeker Recreation Center

101 Ute Rd
Meeker, Colorado 81641

Pursuant to C.R.S. § 38-26-107, the General 
Contractor, ECO Roof and Solar, and all 
contractors, subcontractors, suppliers, vendors and 
manufacturers who have provided any materials 
or labor in connection with this construction 
project, are hereby notified that the District has 
established December 14, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. as 
the date of Final Settlement on this construction 
project.  Information regarding the Final Settlement 
may be obtained from the District’s administrative 
offices, located at 101 Ute Road, Meeker, Colorado 
81641.  The General Contractor or any contractor, 
subcontractor, supplier, vendor and manufacturer 
who provided any materials or labor in connection 
with this construction project and who claims to 
have not been paid for all or any portion of such 
materials or labor, shall submit a verified statement 
of the amount due and unpaid on account of such 
claim to the District on or before the date and time 
established for Final Settlement.  All claims shall be 
submitted in writing to:
Sean VonRoenn, Executive Director
ERBM Recreation & Park District
101 Ute Road
Meeker, Colorado 81641
EASTERN RIO BLANCO METROPOLITAN 
RECREATION & PARK DISTRICT,
a Colorado special district and political subdivision 
of the State of Colorado
Published: December 3 and 10, 2020
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INVITATION TO BID
TOWN OF DINOSAUR WASTEWATER 
TREATMENT PLANT IMPROVEMENTS
PHASE IIIB DINOSAUR, COLORADO

November 30, 2020
Sealed bids from qualified General Contractors 
will be received by the Town of Dinosaur (Owner) 
at 317 Stegosaurus Freeway, Dinosaur, Colorado 
81610, for Phase IIIB of the Dinosaur Wastewater 
Treatment Plant Improvements project.
The construction site is located at the Town’s 
existing wastewater treatment plant, approximately 
1/2-mile southeast of the Town of Dinosaur off State 
Highway 64. The construction for which bids are 
being requested generally consists of installation 
of a new synthetic liner in the inactive/dry second 
evaporative lagoon cell including the following 
major items:
1. Site preparation including clearing and grubbing 
of existing inactive lagoon cell.
2. Regrading of existing (inactive) evaporative 
lagoon cell including preparation of lagoon
surface for synthetic liner installation.
3. Installation of approximately 1,800 L.F. of 4-inch 
ADS passive gas vent piping to be
placed underneath the synthetic liner.
4. Installation of new inlet pipe box structure in 
lagoon bottom.
5. Installation of new hydrostatic relief valve box 
structure in lagoon bottom.
6. Installation of approximately 23,850 square yards 
of 45 mil reinforced polypropylene
geomembrane liner in inactive Lagoon Cell #1.
7. Modifications to existing Level Control Structure.
8. Installation of Owner supplied “Solar Bee” aerator 
with associated mooring posts and
mooring system.
9. Headworks structure modifications including 
supply of accessory items.
10. Gravel surfacing around existing lagoon access 
roads.
The Plans and Specifications may be examined at 
the following locations:
1. WestWater Engineering, 2516 Foresight Circle 
#1, Grand Junction, Colorado 2. Dinosaur Town 
Hall, 317 Stegosaurus Freeway, Dinosaur, Colorado
3. Western Colorado Contractors Assoc. 2470 F 
Rd, #14, Grand Junction, Colorado A hard copy or 
e-file copy of the Plans and Specifications may be 
obtained by contacting WestWater Engineering, 
2516 Foresight Circle #1, Grand Junction, CO 
81505, (970) 241-7076. There is no charge for the 
Plans and Specifications.
BID DEADLINE: Wednesday, January 6, 2021 at 
3:00 pm. Any bid received after the bid deadline will 
be returned unopened.
Bids will be opened publicly and read aloud on 
January 6, 2021 at 317 Stegosaurus Freeway, 
Dinosaur, CO at 3:00 pm.
Bids shall be submitted on the Bid Proposal form 
provided herein. All blank spaces on this form must 
be correctly filled in with ink or typewriter. In the 
case of a difference in written words and numerals 
in a proposal, the amount stated in written words 
shall govern, unless obviously incorrect.
The Bid Proposal shall be submitted in an opaque 
envelope addressed as follows:
BID BY: (name and address of Bidder)
DATE AND TIME: January 6, 2021 at 3:00pm
PROJECT: Town of Dinosaur Wastewater 

MEEKER SCHOOL DISTRICT RE-1
Board of Education Regular Meeting

555 Garfield Street
Meeker, CO 81641

December 14, 2020 - 7:00 p.m.
Community members wishing to observe the 
board meeting may do so by using the following 
Google Meet link:   https://meet.google.com/
qnu-mdcv-owg
Community members wishing to attend the 
board meeting in person are asked to RSVP to 
chris.selle@meeker.k12.co.us  no later than 72 
hours prior to the meeting.
1. Call to Order and Roll Call
2. Pledge of Allegiance: Dr. Dorsett will lead the 
Pledge of Allegiance
3. Welcome of Guests
4. Approval of Agenda
Student Celebrations:  n/a
Staff Recognition:  Torrie Gerloff - Internship 
Completion
General Public Comment Session:  (comments 
limited to three minutes)
Public/Committee Reports:  DAC, Meeker 
Education Foundation, BOCES
Principal Reports:  - Attached
Superintendent Report  - Attached
Consent Agenda: 
1. Approval: Minutes from Regular Board Meeting 
on November 23, 2020
2. Acceptance: Financial Reports and Check 
Vouchers for November 2020
3. Approval: 2021 Secretary to the Board of 
Education - Janelle Urista and Jessica Browning
4. Approval: 2021 Board of Education Public 
Meeting Posting Location - www.meeker.k12.co.us
5. Approval: 2021 Board of Education Meeting 
Schedule
Action Items:
1. Approval: Personnel
a. Classified Substitute - Annelise Amack
b. Winter and Spring Coaches - As presented
2. Acceptance: Fiscal Year 2020 financial audit as 
presented
3. Approval: 2021 Mill Levy Certification
Other BOE Information:
1. Construction Update
2. COVID-19 Update: Instructional Plans 2.0
3. Policy First Reading: GCQEA - Voluntary Early 
Retirement of Professional Staff Members
Executive Session: Adjournment 
Published: December 10, 2020
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Board of County Commissioners of
Rio Blanco County, Colorado

Rio Blanco County Annex Building
17497 Hwy 64

Rangely, Colorado 81648
To attend by phone, please call 970-878-9432

December 15, 2020
1.    11:00 a.m. Call to order:
     A.    Pledge of Allegiance
     B.    Changes to December 15, 2020 Agenda
     C.    Move to approve the December 15, 2020 
Agenda including any changes.
2.    CONSENT AGENDA for December 15, 2020
     A.    Move to approve the below listed items 
of the Consent Agenda
     B.    Meeting Minutes of December 8, 2020. 
(All sign)
3.    BUSINESS
4.    BID OPENINGS
5.    BID AWARDS
6.    MOU’s, CONTRACTS, AND AGREEMENTS
7.    RESOLUTIONS
     A.    Move to approve/deny Resolution No. 
2020-26, a resolution appropriating additional sums 
of money to defray expenses in excess of amounts 
budgeted, in the various funds and spending 
agencies, in the amounts and for the purposes as 
set forth below for the 2020 budget year. (All sign)
8.    OTHER BUSINESS
     A.    Public Comment
     B.    County Commissioners Updates
9.    PUBLIC HEARINGS     
Adjourn
The next regular Board meeting is tentatively 
scheduled for December 22, 2020 in the Rio Blanco 
County Historic Courthouse, 555 Main St., 3rd 
Floor Hearing Room, Meeker, CO  81641.  Please 
check the County’s website for information at http://
rbc.us/186/Board-of-County-Commissioners. If you 
need special accommodations please call 970-878-
9431 in advance of the meeting so that reasonable 
accommodations may be made.
Published: December 10, 2020
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given of the filing of a Technical 
Revision 145 (TR-145) to the Colowyo Coal Mine, 
Mining Permit No. C-1981-019, by the Colowyo 
Coal Company L.P., 5731 State Highway 13, 
Meeker, CO.  81641, with the Colorado Division 
Reclamation Mining and Safety, Colorado 
Department of Natural Resources, 1313 Sherman 
Street, Room 215, Denver, Colorado 80203.  TR-
145 proposes a revised post-mine topography and 
additional post-mine channel sinuosity in the South 
Taylor and West Pits by incorporating geomorphic 
reclamation techniques.    All of the areas to be 
affected by this Technical Revision are owned by 
Colowyo Coal Company L.P., Axial Basin Coal 
Company, the Bureau of Land Management, and 
the Colorado State Land Board, and are located 
approximately 28 miles south of Craig, Colorado, 
west of Colorado State Highway 13 and west of 
Moffat County Road 51. The affected area can 
be located on U.S. Geological Survey 7.5-minute 
quadrangle map Nos. N4015-W11245/7.5 (Axial, 
Colorado) and N4007.5-W11245/7.5 (Ninemile 
Gap, Colorado) and is more particularly described 
as follows:  All or portions of Sections 2-6, 7-11, 
14-22, and 28-30 of Township 3 North, Range 93 
West, all or portions of Sections 13, 15-18, 20-24, 
26-30, and 31-34 of Township 4 North, Range 93, 
all or portions of Sections 1-3, 10-12, and 14-15 
of Township 3 North, Range 94 West, and all or 
portions of Sections 12, 13, 18, 23-27, and 34-36 of 
Township 4 North, Range 94 West of the 6th P.M., 
Moffat County and Rio Blanco County, Colorado. A 
precise description of the Permit Boundary can be 
found in Volume 16, Exhibit 1, Item 13 of the permit 
document and is included herein by reference.  A 
copy of the application for the Technical Revision is 
on file at the Moffat County Clerk and Recorder’s 
Office in the Moffat County Courthouse located at 
221 West Victory Way, Craig, Colorado, 81625, and 
the Rio Blanco Clerk and Recorders Office in the 
Rio Blanco Courthouse located at 555 Main Street 
#2 Meeker, CO 81641.  Questions concerning 
this Technical Revision should be directed to Tony 
Tennyson, Senior Environmental Engineer at Tri-
State Generation and Transmission Association 
Inc., at (970) 824-1232.    Any person having an 
interest concerning this Technical Revision has 
the right to provide written comments or objections 
concerning this Technical Revision to the Colorado 
Division Reclamation Mining and Safety at the 
address noted above.  Comments to the Division 
must be made within 10 days after the publication 
of this notice. 
Published: December 10, 2020
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TOWN OF MEEKER
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Monday, December 14, 2020
7:00 P.M. Board Meeting

Town Hall
345 Market Street, Meeker, CO

Due to COVID-19 precautions, the public is 
invited to attend by calling 970-878-8091.
I. Call to Order
II. Pledge of Allegiance
III. Roll Call
IV. Approval of the Agenda
V. Approval of the Previous Minutes
VI. Approval of Monthly Disbursements
VII. Public Participation
This is an opportunity for Citizens to bring 
comments and questions to the Board of Trustees 
not being addressed in the Regular Meeting 

Treatment Plant Improvements, Phase IIIB
TO (Owner): Town of Dinosaur
c/o Richard Blakley, Mayor 317 Stegosaurus 
Freeway Dinosaur, Colorado 81601
The Town’s mailing address is: P.O. Box 238 
Dinosaur, Colorado 81601 (Note: US Postal Service 
does not deliver to the Town’s street address)
All bids shall be accompanied by an acceptable 
Bid Bond, certified check, or cashier’s check 
in an amount equal to at least 5% of the base 
bid proposal payable without condition to the 
Owner, Town of Dinosaur, as a guarantee that 
the Bidder, if awarded the contract, will promptly 
execute such contract in accordance with the 
Proposal and in the manner and form required 
by the Contract Documents and will furnish good 
and sufficient bond for faithful performance. Bid 
security of the three (3) lowest bidders will be 
retained until contract is awarded. Complete 
instructions regarding insurance, bonds, and 
bidding requirements are given in the Proposal. 
The Contractor to whom the work is awarded 
will be required to execute six (6) copies of the 
formal Agreement with the Town of Dinosaur on 
forms supplied by the Owner, to furnish at the 
Contractor’s expense six (6) fully executed copies 
of the Contractor’s Performance and Payment 
Bonds, and to furnish the required Certificates of 
Insurance within ten (10) days from the date of the 
Notice of Award. The Bidder/Contractor is made 
aware that the project is being funded through 
a combination of a low interest loan through the 
Colorado State Revolving Fund (SRF) loan program 
as administered by the Colorado Department of 
Public Health and Environment (CDPHE), and 
a US Housing and Urban Development (HUD), 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) as 
administered through the Colorado Department 
of Local Affairs (DOLA) that requires certain state 
and federal guidelines to be followed. Attention 
is specifically called to the minimum salaries and 
wages (i.e., Davis Bacon wages) as set forth in 
the Contract Documents and that the Contractor 
must ensure that employees and applicants for 
employment are not discriminated against because 
of their race, color, religion, sex, or national 
origin. In the event the Bidder anticipates hiring 
employees to work on this project, the Bidder 
should contact the local Workforce Center office for 
qualified candidates (see Section 3 requirements in 
Instruction to Bidders).
This project is also subject to the State Revolving 
Fund Required Specifications as further described 
in the Contract Documents, including:
1) Davis-Bacon Prevailing Wages 2) American Iron 
and Steel 3) National Term on Suspension and 
Debarment 4) Equal Employment Opportunity and 
Affirmative Action Requirements 5) Williams Steiger 
Occupational Safety and Health Act of 1970 6) 
Discovery of Archaeological and Other Historical 
Items
The requirements for Disadvantaged Business 
Enterprise Programs (DBE) have been waived for 
this project due to the project size. All sales tax 
is also exempt as a part of the project materials 
and supply cost as the Town of Dinosaur is a tax-
exempt entity. A mandatory site visit for potential 
bidders will assemble at the Town Hall located 
at 317 Stegosaurus Freeway at 2:00 p.m. on 
Thursday December 17, 2020. Potential bidders 
can also visit the site individually by contacting the 
Town of Dinosaur’s ORC at (970) 374-2286, but 
it is not a substitute for attending the mandatory 
pre-bid meeting.
Prior to the awarding of the Contract, the Town of 
Dinosaur may defer its decision for a period not 
to exceed (60) days from the date of the opening 
of Bids for the purpose of reviewing the Bids and 
investigating the qualifications of Bidders, prior to 
awarding of the Contract.
By: Richard Blakley, Mayor
Town of Dinosaur
Published: December 3 and 10, 2020
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∙PAYABLES∙
TOWN OF RANGELY

Check Register
November-20

VENDOR, AMOUNT, DESCRIPTION
AFLAC, 297.15, Payroll Deduction
ALL COPY PRODUCTS INC, 897.67, Expenses
APGA SIF, 395.00, Expenses
ARAMARK, 127.10, Expenses
ASHLEY VALLEY VETERINARY CLINIC, 549.40, 
Expenses
BARANSKI, BLAKE, 500.00, Expenses
BEARCOM COMPANY, 19249.95, Expenses
BLUE MOUNTAIN INN & SUITES LLC, 198.00, 
Expenses
BOY-KO SUPPLY CO, 131.34, Expenses
BUD SIGNS, 3729.00, Expenses
BUSINESS SOLUTIONS GROUP LLC, 172.12, 
Expenses
CAMPOS, MARIANO, 14.99, Expenses
CANYON PINTADO VETERINARY CLINIC, 
227.00, Expenses
CARLSON, LADONNA, 70.75, Expenses
CASELLE, INC, 1418.00, Software Support
CEBT, 37548.12, Life Insurance
CENTURYLINK, 1618.99, Communication
CIMARRON TELECOMMUNICATIONS LLC, 55.00, 
Communication
CIRSA, 110.00, Property/Risk Insurance
COLOCPA SERVICES PC, 250.00, Expenses
COLUMN SOFTWARE PBC, 62.56, Expenses
CONNOR, DANIEL, 40.00, Expenses
COPY STOP, THE, 54.81, Expenses
COX, MARYBEL, 40.00, Expenses
DAN E WILSON, ATTORNEY AT LAW LLC, 
5011.76, Services
DIESEL PERFORMANCE OF GJ INC, 7670.74, 
Expenses
DIRECTV, 462.25, WRV Expenses
ELDER, EUGENE, 5350.30, Expenses
ELLIS, KEELY, 100.00, Council Stipend
EMBLEM AUTHORITY, THE, 225.00, Expenses
EMC PLUMBING & HEATING, 244.06, Expenses
FARIS MACHINERY COMPANY, 15276.09, 
Expenses
FEDERAL EXPRESS, 71.92, Expenses
FIDELITY ADVISOR FUNDS, 21228.75, Payroll 
deduction
FIRST BANKCARD, 5743.05, Expenses
FPPA, 782.25, PD Insurance
GALLS LLC, 90.93, Expenses
GARNER, JR RICHARD E, 100.00, Council 
Stipend
GEER, LUKE D, 100.00, Council Stipend
GRAND JUNCTION PIPE & SUPPLY, 140.29, 
Expenses
GRANGER, ALISA, 100.00, Council Stipend
HACH, 2364.00, Expenses
HAMBLIN, TIRYNN, 40.00, Expenses
HERITAGE BUILDING & HOME CTR, 93.15, 
Expenses
ITRON INC, 1372.66, Expenses
JORDAN, KENYON P, 250.00, Expenses
KIMBALL MIDWEST, 109.90, Expenses
LUCAS, AMANDA, 71.81, Expenses
MAIL SERVICES, 641.39, Services
MASTER PETROLEUM CO INC, 2223.00, 
Expenses
MCDONALD, CHERYL, 247.32, Expenses

MEEKER SAND & GRAVEL, 1547.10, Expenses
METROPOLITAN COMPOUNDS INC, 1014.60, 
Expenses
MOON LAKE ELECTRIC ASSN, 16473.88, 
Electricity
MULLEN, JOCELYN, 200.00, Expenses
NETWORKS UNLIMITED INC, 3331.48, Support/
Services
NICHOLS STORE, 154.00, Expenses
ORKIN PEST CONTROL, 907.55, Expenses
PIERING, LISA, 40.00, Expenses
PINNACOL ASSURANCE, 4089.89, Expenses
PIPELINE TESTING CONSORTIUM, 510.00, 
Services
PROFESSIONAL TOUCH, 480.93, Expenses
QUILL CORPORATION, 208.60, Expenses
RAIN FOR RENT, 11772.36, Expenses
RANGELY AUTO PARTS & SUPPLY, 909.12, 
Expenses
RANGELY COLLISION CENTER LLC, 3208.21, 
Expenses
RANGELY DISTRICT HOSPITAL, 119.88, 
Expenses
RANGELY ELKS LODGE, 25.00, Expenses
RANGELY HARDWARE, 2724.77, Expenses
RANGELY SCHOOL FOUNDATION INC, 18482.16, 
Sales Tax Funding
RANGELY TRASH SERVICE, 815.00, Services
RANGELY, TOWN OF, 6403.07, Utilities
RESPOND FIRST AID SYSTEMS, 39.90, Expenses
RIO BLANCO COUNTY, 14846.63, Expenses
RIO BLANCO HERALD TIMES, 536.47, Expenses
ROBIE, TREY, 100.00, Council Stipend
SBT INTERNET, 45.00, Expenses
SCHILLING, KATRINA, 665.00, Expenses
SCHMEUSER GORDON MEYER INC, 5867.00, 
Expenses
SCL HEALTH, 80.00, Expenses
SENERGY BUILDERS LLC, 3380.59, Expenses
SERVICE MASTER CLEAN, 160.00, Expenses
SGS ACCUTEST INC, 1159.73, Expenses
SHAFFER, ANDREW, 150.00, Council Stipend
STANDARD INSURANCE COMPANY RC, 748.80, 
Life Insurance
SUMMIT ENERGY, 22631.16, Gas Transmission/
Transport
THATCHER CHEMICAL CO, 1280.50, Expenses
TIMBER LINE ELECTRIC & CONTROL, 1425.00, 
Expenses
TORNELL, SUSANNE, 0.51, Expenses
TRANSUNION RISK & ALTERNATIVE, 50.00, 
Services
TREETOP PRODUCTS INC, 2098.43, Expenses
US DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 219.62, 
Expenses
UNCC, 64.07, Services
USA BLUEBOOK, 456.60, Expenses
VERIZON WIRELESS, 714.07, Communication
WC STRIEGEL INC, 22443.49, Expenses
WEBBER, TIMOTHY, 100.00, Council Stipend
WEX BANK, 3635.87, Fuel
WHISTON, JASPER, 0.51, Expenses
WHITE RIVER MARKET, 78.69, Expenses
WILCZEK, KAREN, 300.00, Judge's Fee
WRB REC & PARK DISTRICT, 25.00, Expenses
Total: 294,587.81
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Agenda.  In consideration of other regularly 
scheduled agenda items, comments will be 
limited to 3 minutes or less.  Citizens are asked to 
approach the podium state their name and address 
for the record.
VIII. Staff Updates
IX. Public Hearings:
a. Consideration of adoption of Ordinance #05-
2020, adopting the Town of Meeker 2021 Budget 
and Highway Users Tax Budget.
b. Consideration of adoption of Ordinance #06-
2020, approving and certifying a Mill Levy and 
levying general property taxes for the fiscal year 
2021.
X. New Business
a. Adoption of the Memorandum of Understanding 
with White River Partnership implementing 
conservation of a healthy riparian ecosystem for the 
White River and tributaries.
b. Consideration of approval of USGS agreement 
for water testing and measuring on the White River.
c. Update on the Community Master Plan.
XI. Mayor’s Remarks
XII. Town Manager’s Report
XIII. Town Attorney’s Report
XIV. Other Board Business
XV. Adjournment
Published: December 10, 2020
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BUSINESS  SERVICE

Casey Tech Services, LLC
For ALL

your local computer 
support needs!

MARTY CASEY
970.878.4650

support@caseytechservices.com

• Computer Diagnostics & Repair

• Virus & Spyware Clean-up &
Removal

• Audio/Visual Cabling & Consulting

• Residential & Business
Networking Solutions

Family Automotive

It’s not rocket science.

262 6th Street | PO Box 476 | Meeker, CO 81641

970-878-5606
Complete Automotive Repairs

Computer Diagnostics | Machining | Fabricating | Welding

Phil Mass
Mike Mohr

The Blind Guy Shades, LLC
Bringing Shade to Your Life

Regas K Halandras
Owner

PO Box 677
Meeker, CO 81641

970-629-9714
BlindGuyShades@gmail.com
www.skandiawf.com

-Custom Window Coverings
-Add Beauty to Any Window
-Increased Energy Effi ciency
-Shades, Shutters, Blinds
-Horizontal, Vertical, Black-Out
-Wood & Fabric
-Made in the USA

Kent Trunck | 720.276.3293 | catrimcon@gmail.com

Home Repairs
Renovations

Carpentry, Cabinets, 
Tile & More

Windows
Doors

Call 970-878-4017 or email ads@ht1885.com for more info.

Auto Glass Auto Body
Chip Repair Spray-In Bedliners

43904 highway 13
(located behind
Samuelson Hardware)

970-878-0000

Farm Bureau Insurance

James A. Amick
Agent
James.Amick@cfbmic.com

733 Main St.• PO Box 659• Meeker
Office: 970-878-3664  Fax: 970-878-3415  Cell: 970-942-8524

970-629-3605 • 970-439-5025
303 W. Main St., Rangely

BRENTON SERVICE COMPANY
Electrical • Refrigeration • Heating

Cooling • HVAC • Appliance Repair

Commercial • Residential • Industrial
24 HOUR SERVICE

Stewart Welding
98 County Road 46

• Trailer Axles & Accessories •
24 - Hour Service on Welding & Machine Work

Reflex Spray On Bedliner Dealer

Certified Oilfield Welders
Ed Stewart: 675-2063
SHOP PHONE: 675-8720

Our readers are
 your customers!

Advertise here for just $15/week!

ads@ht1885.com | 970.878.4017

WWW.CIMARRONTELECOMMUNICATIONS.COM

345 7th Street
Meeker, CO 81641

970-878-4421

YOUR LOCALLY OWNED
HIGH SPEED INTERNET SERVICE PROVIDER

Critters R Us Pest Control
Personal/Livestock & Property Protection | Wildlife Enhancement & Animal Exlusion Systems

BUGS, BED BUGS, 
FLIES, SPIDERS &

CRITTERS

Mice, bats, birds, beavers, 
squirrels, skunks, raccoons, 

voles, snakes & more!

Serving 
North West, Western, 

Central Colorado, 
Southwest Wyoming 

& More

970-824-5505
Cell 970-620-1454

Solutions to Your 
Pest & Nuisance 
Wildlife Problems

Member Colorado Wildlife 
Control Operators Association

Insured, Licensed by the 
Colorado Department of 

Agriculture #14056

KEVIN AMACK, AGENT
Rangely l Meeker

675-5455 878-4036

RIO BLANCO COUNTY

ELECTRICAL WORK
OF ALL KINDS

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

739 East Main Street, Rangely • 563 Market Street, Meeker

675-8368 • Alan Ducey • 878-4144
24-HOUR SERVICE

DUCEY’S
ELECTRIC

RANGELY

MEEKER

The HT is now offering:
Graphic design, Print and Digital Campaigns, Ad Design, Social Media 
Management, SEO, Branding, Brand Strategy, Logos, Video, Signage, 
Banners, Posters, Business Cards, Booklets, Brochures, and more! 
Select any option you need or choose a package!

Call or email to set up a  FREE consultation! 
ads@ht1885.com or 970.878.4017

ADD YOUR LISTING FOR $15/WEEK. FREE COLOR AND AD DESIGN INCLUDED!

FIREWOOD

635 E. Market St., Meeker

● $165.00 per cord or $1.30/cf ●
● Assorted hardwoods ●

● U Select, Load & Haul ●

HOURS: 
Sat. 

9a-12p

Let people know what 
you have to offer.

Advertise here for just $15/week!

ads@ht1885.com | 970.878.4017

Your Locally-owned Internet Service Provider
Meeker & Rangely • (970)878-4421

Our readers are 
your customers!

Advertise here for just $15/week!
ads@ht1885.com | 970.878.4017
PO BOX 720, MEEKER, CO 81641

Targeted advertising for your 
target market.

Advertise here for just $15/week!
ads@ht1885.com | 970.878.4017
PO BOX 720, MEEKER, CO 81641

Put your ads where the
people are ...

ads@ht1885.com | 970.878.4017
PO BOX 720, MEEKER, CO 81641

970.878.4017 | ADS@HT1885.COM

BUSINESS  SERVICE
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For ALL

your local computer 
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MARTY CASEY
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support@caseytechservices.com
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• Residential & Business
Networking Solutions
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262 6th Street | PO Box 476 | Meeker, CO 81641
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Phil Mass
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Meeker, CO 81641

970-629-9714
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-Made in the USA
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Tile & More

Windows
Doors

Call 970-878-4017 or email ads@ht1885.com for more info.
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BRENTON SERVICE COMPANY
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24 HOUR SERVICE

Stewart Welding
98 County Road 46

• Trailer Axles & Accessories •
24 - Hour Service on Welding & Machine Work
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Ed Stewart: 675-2063
SHOP PHONE: 675-8720

Our readers are
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ads@ht1885.com | 970.878.4017

WWW.CIMARRONTELECOMMUNICATIONS.COM
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FLIES, SPIDERS &

CRITTERS

Mice, bats, birds, beavers, 
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voles, snakes & more!

Serving 
North West, Western, 

Central Colorado, 
Southwest Wyoming 

& More
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Solutions to Your 
Pest & Nuisance 
Wildlife Problems

Member Colorado Wildlife 
Control Operators Association

Insured, Licensed by the 
Colorado Department of 
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KEVIN AMACK, AGENT
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RIO BLANCO COUNTY

ELECTRICAL WORK
OF ALL KINDS
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739 East Main Street, Rangely • 563 Market Street, Meeker

675-8368 • Alan Ducey • 878-4144
24-HOUR SERVICE

DUCEY’S
ELECTRIC

RANGELY
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The HT is now offering:
Graphic design, Print and Digital Campaigns, Ad Design, Social Media 
Management, SEO, Branding, Brand Strategy, Logos, Video, Signage, 
Banners, Posters, Business Cards, Booklets, Brochures, and more! 
Select any option you need or choose a package!

Call or email to set up a  FREE consultation! 
ads@ht1885.com or 970.878.4017

ADD YOUR LISTING FOR $15/WEEK. FREE COLOR AND AD DESIGN INCLUDED!

FIREWOOD

635 E. Market St., Meeker

● $165.00 per cord or $1.30/cf ●
● Assorted hardwoods ●

● U Select, Load & Haul ●

HOURS: 
Sat. 

9a-12p

Let people know what 
you have to offer.

Advertise here for just $15/week!

ads@ht1885.com | 970.878.4017

Only 43% of people trust digital ads.

82%  trust print.
Make the power of print work for you 

with your community newspaper.

Email ads@ht1885.com or 
call 970-878-4017 to get started.

Colorado Statewide
Classified Advertising
Network

Cash for Mineral Rights
Free, no-risk, cash offer. Contact us with the 

details:
Call: 720-988-5617

Write: Minerals, PO BOX 3668, 
Littleton, CO 80161

Email: opportunity@ecmresourcesinc.com

WANTED COLORADO PRESS
 ASSOCIATION NETWORK

Buy a 25-word statewide classified line ad in 
newspapers across the state of  

Colorado for just $300 per week. Ask about 
our frequency discounts! 

Contact this newspaper or call 
Colorado Press Association Network 

303-571-5117

To place a 25-word COSCAN Network ad in 91 Colorado 
newspapers for only $300, contact your local newspaper or 
call Colorado Press Association Network at 303-571-5117.

ADA/EOE
Subject to change at any time!

For details and an application, please 
visit our website at Meeker.k12.co.us

or Meeker School District Administration 
at 555 Garfield St., Meeker, CO

 970-878-9040

Employment Opportunities

MEEKER
SCHOOL
DISTRICT 
RE-1

District
· Food Service Cook
· Substitute Teacher

Barone Middle School
· Co-Head Coach Boys’ Basketball
· Paraprofessional Interventionist 

MMEEEEKKEERR
SSCCHHOOOOLL  
DDIISSTTRRIICCTT  
RREE--11

SScchhooooll  BBuuss
RRoouuttee//AAccttiivviittyy//SSuubbssttiittuuttee  DDrriivveerr

Meeker School District Re-1 
is seeking individuals to drive a 
school bus route and activity trips 
beginning with the 2020-2021 
school year.  While it is preferred 
that applicants hold a current 
CDL Class B P2S license, the dis-
trict will train approved appli-
cants in obtaining this license.

For job requirements, details 
and an application, please visit 
Meeker.k12.co.us or Meeker 
School District Administration, 
555 Garfield St., Meeker, CO.
Review of applications will begin immedi-

ately and close when position is filled.
ADA/EOE

997700--887788--99004400

PIONEERS MEDICAL 
CENTER

With the growth of  Pioneers Medical Center & Colorado 
Advanced Orthopedics Sports Medicine & Spine, we are 

excited to fill the following positions:

FULL TIME (Eligible for Benefits)
• Patient Care Tech
• Development Coordinator
• Registered Nurse Acute Care/ED
• Certified Nurse Aide - Home Health
• Home Health Care Services Director
• Meals on Wheels Volunteers
• Medical Laboratory Technician
• Pharmacy Technician
• Central Sterile Processing Tech
• Registered Nurse - Surgical Unit

To see full list of  open positions, see our website or 
scan the code below.

Complete an application online by scanning the 
code above or by navigating to

www.pioneershospital.org

CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED

Help Wanted: Ol' Crows Beer and Beverage. 
Contact Joe 970-220-2029.

Please recycle 
this paper.

The Meeker Chamber of Commerce is 
accepting applications for a Program 
Assistant to support the operations, 
programs and services of the Meeker 
Chamber of Commerce and Visitor 
Center. We are seeking applicants who 
are service-oriented and energetic with 
office administration and communi-
cation skills to build our membership 
and tourism programs. Flexible hours, 
up to 30 hours/week. Hourly rate is 
$15-$16 depending on experience. Call 
878.5510 or visit www.meekerchamber.
com for application and info.

Joe Fennessy
Your Local Attorney

Wills, Medical Powers, Trusts, 
Real Estate, Minerals, Deeds, Probate

PO Box 1518; 613 Park Avenue
Meeker, Colorado 81641-1518

TEL: 970-878-4783 FAX: 970-878-5494
Text 970-220-2529

Joe@Fennessylaw.com

bit off a little more than you can chew?

chance of all trades
maintenance, repairs, RENOVATIONS and PRETTY MUCH ANYTHING ELSE 

YOU CAN THINK OF. HOME OR BUSINESS. TALK OR TEXT. 970.220.2228

WRECKED IT?
I ' LL FIX IT !

304 4th St.
PO Box 720
Meeker, CO

970-878-4017

ht1885.com

1st Month’s Rent Free w/signed 1 year le 
Sagewood West Townhome—Rangely

FOR RENT

AAvvaaiillaabbllee  ffoorr  rreenntt  – Ranch (1139 Sq. Ft.) – Unit is 
3-Bdrm with 2 baths and a single car garage with 
a fenced in back patio area. Enjoy affordable 
living in modern accommodations. Please contact 
Janet Miller at (970) 675-8476 to inquire about 
the units.
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www.pioneershospital.org
www.rbc.us
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http://www.meekerchamber.com
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http://www.newshowerdeal.com/rbht
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REAL ESTATE CORNERREAL ESTATE CORNER
Ma Famiglia 

Italian Restaurant
410 Market St. Business & Real Estate. 

Turnkey & Profitable. $695,000

RESIDENTIAL
NEW HOME! 1150 Bissell Circle-3BD/2BA, 
1898 sq. ft. home with 2 car garage on 
a corner lot. Beautiful view of the White 
River Valley!  SALE PENDING! Reduced 
to $345,000.

RANCHES
NEW! Ranch with lots of irrigation water, 
meadows, gravel, pond and White River 
frontage west of Meeker. $900,000. Call for 
details!
NEW! 10,225 steel shop building with 14’ 
OH Doors on 25.185 acres west of Meeker.
Could be a part of great shop house. Has well 
water. $600,000. Call for details!
1001 County Rd. 36, Meeker - 145± acre 
ranch with 4 BD/3BA home, metal insulated 
shop, insulated barn and pipe corrals. Mostly 
irrigated with water and spring rights and 
creek. Only 3 miles from town. $1,100,000.

VACANT LAND
Vacant lot – 1176 Main St. Reduced to 
$19,500 PENDING
NEW Lot 8 – 1176 Main St., $27,500 
PENDING
5 acres vacant land in Cross L Estates – 
Realtor Owned, Owner Financing. $56,000.
Sanderson Hills Lots – Great building sites! 
REDUCED! $28,000/ea.
COMMERCIAL
NEW-White River Condominiums on 680 
Water St. 19 Units for sale with adjoining 
common area, park with access to the White 
River.  Call for detail!
975 Market St. – Commercial Property 
located on prime corner location on Highway 
13. $200,000. SALE PENDING!

All advertising is subject to errors, omissions, or changes without notice.

 

ONEA MILLER ~ Broker 
oneamiller@gmail.com

970-321-2777

1033 W. Market St. Meeker, CO
www.westernexposures.com
970.878.5877

All advertising is subject to errors, omissions 
or changes without notice.

Great things are coming!

(970)878-7700 
streamline-realty.com

Dear Community,
We are delighted to announce 

Streamline Realty, an independent 
local realty firm with the same great 
team and a brand new location. Our 
office at 600 Main Street in Meeker 
will be undergoing renovations over 
the next few months.

Suzan, Bailey and John
Streamline Realty 

~ Stay tuned!

brooksrealtymeeker.com
(970)878-5858 or (970)756-8870 cell

u NEW! 50 E. Garfield — 2 1/2 lots. Older home w/ many upgrades. 2 BD, 1 BA, 1 
car garage. $115,000.
u 1298 Cleveland St. — 4 BD, 2 BA frame built home, 768 SF garage. Quiet loca-
tion and fenced backyard. $320,000. SALE PENDING! 
u 485 First St. — GREAT location! 3 BDR, 1 1/2 BA. $252,000. SALE PENDING!
u 225 Garfield St. — Sparkling 3 BD, 2 full bath home. SOLD!
u 550 County Rd. 60 — Sportsmans Delight! 103 acres, 4 BD, 2.5 BA. $595,000. SOLD!

Celebrating 20 Years ~ Same office, Same Location!

Meeker, Colorado
970-878-4715

Experience And Expertise Make All The Difference.
Call Steve Wix - Meeker Native, serving buyers & sellers in the 

Meeker area since 1980. Cell 970-629-9990. 
Give me a call and visit web sites at: www.backcountryrealty.com and www.realtor.com

stevewix@backcountryrealty.com
www.backcountryrealty.com

*6500 CR 7- 4 BR, 2 BA home on 2 Acres, 8 miles NW. $299,000. Price Reduced!
*Lots in Rangely- Several 6 & 8 acre lots, one 43 acre lot, on Hwy 64 in east Rangely. Residential, Ag., or Comm/
Ind. Call for maps. Priced from $51,700.
*2101 Meath Dr.- 35 acres in Little Beaver Estates 8 miles east of Meeker. Good pasture. Great views. $89,900.
*TBD CR 44- 15 Acres with river, hay meadow, irrigation. 2 miles west of town. $225,000. SOLD!
*5807 CR 7-  Vacant 20 acre parcel, 9 mi. North, on Strawberry Creek. $75,000. SOLD!
*395 6th St.- Residential/Commercial corner lot near post office. 2 story, 4 BR, 2 BA, beautiful hard wood floors, 
basement. Previously used as offices, retail and residential. Great location. $225,000 SOLD!

PROPERTY FOR SALE:

Member of Craig Board of Realtors & Aspen, Glenwood Springs, Rifle and Craig MLS. 
Providing International Exposure of Our Listings Since 1997!

SILVER SAGE RV PARK RV 
314 E. Main Street. 
RV Spaces for rent. 

Managers: Dan & Debbie Shadlow 
(970)675-2259 or cell: (253)222-3261 or 

(253)222-3469

Rangely Duplex for Rent 1 or 2 bedroom 
duplex -Newly remodeled & landscaped. 
Please contact Rodney 970-462-6538 or Sandy 
970-462-6459.

SPACIOUS 2BD/1BA apartments available 
immediately. Owner pays trash, sewer, water 
and heating. Coin operated laundry on-site. 
$550/$600 monthly. 970-756-4895.

Commercial office space available in Hugus 
Building, downtown Meeker. 878-4138.

2 BDR 1 BA apartment, all utilities included, 
$400. Across from Napa on Market St. NS. 
$250 security deposit. 970-220-2150.

STORAGE DEPOT 10x25 unit. 878-4808.

AVAILABLE NOW: Beautiful retail space 
downtown at 6th and Main in the historic 
Hugus Building. Call 970-878-4138 for details.

Storage units for rent in Meeker. 
Rocky Mountain Storage 

1251 Market St. 
10x10 $50 per mo
5x10 $40 per mo

970-878-3700

ASK ABOUT OUR CNC MACHINING Can’t 
get a metal part? We can make all kinds of 
parts. We have CNC Machine equipment, 
lathe and tooling to do the job. Contact 
Phil at Family Automotive and Machine. 
(970)878-5606. 

MISCELLANEOUS

RENTALS: RANGELY

RENTALS: MEEKER RENTALS: MEEKER
CLEAN REMODELED 2BD apartments, in-
house laundry, storage units available, close 
to shopping and the downtown area & more. 
$625 per month. Western Exposures Realty 
LLC (970) 321-2777.

FOR SALE

HHHHH
Western Slope In-Home Care 

www.westernslopehomecare.com
970-878-7008

ELDER CARE SERVICESANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS ANNOUNCEMENTS

SAFEHOUSE 
If you are being abused physically or 

mentally, you can call SAFEHOUSE for 
confidential shelter and help.

878-3131

Veterans Service Offices Rio Blanco County: 
Veterans Service Officer - Joe Dungan, 
Wednesday, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m., County 
Administration Building, 200 Main Street Suite 
300, Meeker. 878-9690 office, 878-3219 home. 
Fax 878-9581. Rangely: Veterans Service 
Officer - Hoot Gibson, Tuesday and Thursday, 1 
p.m. to 3 p.m., County Annex, 17497 State Hwy 
64, Rangely. 878-9695 office, 675-2669 home. 

New Eden Pregnancy Care Services - 
pregnancy tests, emergency supplies, 
guidance by trained volunteers, classes on 
pregnancy and child care, post-abortion 
support, referrals.
Meeker: Thursdays, Noon to 5 p.m., 345 Main 
Street, Meeker. Email: newedenpcs@gmail.
com or (970)878-5117 
Rangely: Mondays, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
Thursdays, 1 p.m. to 7 p.m., 219 Sunset 
Avenue Rangely. Email: newedenrangely@
gmail.com or (970) 675-2300. All services 
are confidential. 

AA & Al-Anon Meetings - Rangely Alcoholics 
Anonymous - Open meetings Tues & Thurs, 7 
p.m., 115 Kennedy Dr., St. Timothy’s Episcopal 
Church, Rangely. 
Al-Anon meets Monday, 8:15 p.m., 207 S. 
Sunset, 1st Baptist Church, Rangely. Al-Anon 
info call 970-629-5064 or 970-629-2970. 
Women’s NA/AA meetings, Monday 1:30 p.m., 
St. Timothy’s. 

RIO BLANCO Masonic Lodge #80 meets 
2nd and 4th Thursday, 7:00 p.m., at 7th and 
Park, Meeker. 

RBC | Attention Rio Blanco County Veterans: 
Veterans may be eligible for mileage 
reimbursement for travel costs to receive VA 
medical care. If you do not currently receive 
VA travel compensation please contact the 
Rio Blanco County Veterans Service offices. 
Rangely: John ‘Hoot’ Gibson, 970-878-9695. 
Meeker: Joe Bob Dungan, 970-878-9690. Travel 
compensation is made possible through the 
Veterans Trust Fund Grant and VFW Post 5843.

❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

Shopping for Christmas Locally? 
Window shop The Upstairs Gallery

Christmas Shop in the Hugus window. 
Text or voicemail your order

with your name and items numbers.
970-779-9375 

Pick up- 594 Main St door!

Rangely Victim Services: An open door 
for the protection and care of abused and 
battered persons. Non-emergency call 
629-9691. Emergencies call 911. Providing 
assistance for victims of violent crimes. FOR SALE ~ PELLET STOVE

Worked the last time we used it, has been in 
storage. New $2,500, selling for $500. Will 
deliver in Meeker. Call or text 970-220-2228.

Nice quiet out of town two bedroom two bath 
house for rent. 970-878-4320.

Connect with buyers and sellers in the HT Real Estate Corner! Email Connect with buyers and sellers in the HT Real Estate Corner! Email ads@ht1885.comads@ht1885.com or call 970.878.4017 or call 970.878.4017

Bear Mountain Inn-Income producing Bed&Breakfast w/Apartment Unit+Beautiful Yard......$595,000
73209 Hwy 64 - 11.02 ac w/updated 5BD|2BA|2,032 SF home, good well, heated shop+views.$385,000
410 Cleveland St - 2BD|1.75BA|1,732 SF home with nice views, privacy, storage+Lg. garden.....$270,000
NEW 1022 Julie Cir-3BD|2BA|1,984 SF home w/single car garage, workshop, & Lg.back yard.$256,000
10 E Market St -  Residential/Hwy. Commercial property with Water/Ice vending machine..$250,000
1947 CR 12 - 3BD|1BA Log cabin with vaulted ceiling and fishing access on the White River....$250,000
1959 CR 12 - 3BD|1BA Log cabin offering a rustic charm, fishing, BLM+Forest access nearby..$250,000
1042 Park Ave - Classic 2 story 3BD|1BA|2,340 SF home w/ rustic barn, 3 Lg. lots+fruit trees...$195,000
763 12th St.......................................................................................................................................................SALE PENDING
1409 Silver Sage Rd.....................................................................................................................................SALE PENDING
1346 Sage Ridge Rd...........................................................................................................................................................SOLD

F O R  S A L E  I N  M E E K E R

F O R  S A L E  I N  R A N G E L Y

2534 E. Main St.............................................................................................SOLD

Visit us or Call for Additional Details

Your Trusted Source for Anything and Everything Real Estate

Alpine West Properties

Alex Plumb - Owner/Broker

970-420-8076

sold@alexplumb.realtor

Mallari Arnold - Associate Broker

970-420-0585

mallari.alpinewest@gmail.com

10 E. Market 1947 � 1959  CR 12

Bear Mountain Inn73209 Hwy 64 1022 Julie Circle

LLC

410 Cle*eland St.

VALLEY VIEWS

1511 La Mesa Cir.

SALE PENDIN�

CABIN #2 AND #3 

1511 La Mesa Cir - This charming 1,628± sq.ft. Home includes
3BD|2BA, has both living room and family room, beautiful finishes
throughout, large fenced-in back yard with mature trees, plus an
oversized two-car garage with built-in shelving......SALE PENDING

E��UISITE  PROPERTY

FRUIT ORCHARD

PRICE REDUCTION

HOMES ARE STILL SELLIN�

& WE HAVE BUYERS THAT WANT TO BUY!
It's not too late to sell! Please Call or Text Us. 

We are Happy to Help!

NEW

Home
Sweet
Home

for the

Holidays

Birthday Card Shower 
for Mr. Wayne Johnson

Send your cards to: 
PO Box 172, Meeker, CO 81641

304 4th St.
PO Box 720
Meeker, CO

970-878-4017

ht1885.com
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Mailing Address_____________________________________________________

Check one:
❑ I am including a check with this form. Please make checks payable to the Herald Times.

❑ Please charge my credit card.
Card# _______________________________________________   Ex._______   3-digit code_______
Billing Address_____________________________________________________________________

Return this form to Rio Blanco Herald Times, PO Box 720, Meeker, CO 81641 with your 
payment. Questions? Call 970-878-4017 or email accounts@ht1885.com.

IN-COUNTY OUT-OF-
COUNTY

6 MONTHS: 
$25

6 MONTHS: 
$35

ONE YEAR: 
$40

ONE YEAR: 
$60

TWO YEARS: 
$75

TWO YEARS: 
$110

ONLINE 
ONLY: $25

ONLINE 
ONLY: $25

PRICES:

http://www.westernexposures.com
http://www.streamline-realty.com
http://www.brooksrealtymeeker.com
www.backcountryrealty.com
mailto:ads%40ht1885.com?subject=
http://www.alexplumb.realtor
http://www.theheraldtimes.com/subscribe
http://www.theheraldtimes.com/subscribe



