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FEATHERY FRIEND ...

ASHLEY SANFORD PHOTO
Baby, it's cold outside! It's a great time to bundle up and enjoy the crisp winter air with a friend or two, just 
like Rangely resident Kaisley Sanford and her pet rooster Tony (above).
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By LUCAS TURNER
lucas@ht1885.com

RBC I About twice a week, 
oil and gas operators in Colorado’s 
Piceance Basin file “Form 19” 
also called a Spill/Release Report 
with the Colorado Oil and Gas 
Conservation Commission 
(COGCC). Nine times out of 10, 
the spilled substance is a form of 
hazardous waste byproduct called 
produced water. 

For oil and gas indus-
try advocates on Colorado’s 
Western Slope, its well known 
that business just ain't what it 
used to be.

"Just the entire oil and gas 
economy in the western slope 
has really taken a big hit," says 
Brian Gallagher, principal for a 
small investment group focused 
on industrial 
water and sus-
tainability.

He's also a 
process engi-
neer who has 
d e v e l o p e d 
treatment meth-
ods for indus-
trial water.

Despite the 
decline in oil 
and gas pro-
duction, he 
says that even until 2019 he was 
involved in providing wastewa-
ter treatment services in Rifle, a 
town that sits at the center of a 
once-booming natural gas indus-
try. Downturn or not, the after 
effects of the previous boom are 
still clear to see.

Spend some time driving 
around western Garfield County 
and it’s hard to miss the steel 
tanks, usually in sets of two 
or more, many of which act as 
temporary storage for water that 
flows back to the surface as a 
byproduct of oil and gas produc-
tion. This produced water — or 
wastewater — is a combination 
of the millions of gallons used to 
hydraulically fracture each well, 
plus water trapped in the rock 
formations with the oil and nat-
ural gas.

According to Gallagher, "any 
flowback that comes from drilling 
operations, it could be from an 
active well that’s actually being 
developed and actively fracked, 
or it can be flowback from a well 
that’s producing."

Produced water is also known 
as “brine” because it can contain 
large quantities of salts and min-
erals. Volatile organic compounds 
like benzene, naturally occurring 
radioactive materials and many 
other unknown chemical additives 
can also be found in the water.

"It’s heavily regulated, in 
terms of that you can’t just dump 
it on the ground," Gallagher said. 
"It can’t go into the rivers. It’s 
a difficult thing to dispose of. 
There’s a significant volume of 
it, so in order to make money 
you need to do something with 
this waste product, and whether 
that’s injection or treatment, it’s 
a significant expense and a huge 
hassle." 

The COGCC’s production 
database shows that in 2019, 
operators in the state of Colorado 
reported producing over 26 billion 
gallons of wastewater, enough to 
fill more than 40,000 olympic 
swimming pools. At least 40 per-
cent of that water was produced in 

Rio Blanco and Garfield Counties.
Keeping all that water con-

tained and out of the environ-
ment prior to disposal or treat-
ment poses a huge challenge. 
Untreated produced water is cor-
rosive. Combine that with high 
mineral contents, and over time, 
pipelines, tanks, pit liners and 
valves degrade, resulting in fre-
quent spills.

Other contributing factors 
include human error, failure to 
follow procedures, freezing tem-
peratures, and operators facing 
slim margins employing fewer 
experienced workers to maintain 
aging equipment.

In many instances, spills 
are contained inside secondary 
emergency containment struc-
tures such as piles of gravel or 
lined steel walls. But operators 

don’t always 
get that lucky, 
and toxic water 
spills reach the 
soil, enter sur-
face water, or 
are discovered 
bubbling up in 
the middle of 
a field above a 
buried pipeline.

L e s l e y 
Sebol is a 
hydrogeologist 

with the Colorado Geological 
Survey. "Sometimes it’ll be con-
tained on top of it. Sometimes it 
will migrate deeper. It depends 
on what’s down there. And they 
usually don’t know until they 
start investigating after the spill," 
she said.

Sebol says even spills that 
impact soil can usually be cleaned 
up, if they’re spotted fast enough.

"If they catch it right away 
they will dig out the bulk of it. 
They’ll just go in with excavators 
and dig it out and oftentimes that 
material goes to a landfill then 
afterwards."

But not all spills are noticed 
right away, like one in January of 
2019, where more than 100,000 
gallons of produced water spilled 
from a ruptured pipeline less 
than a quarter mile from the 
Colorado River. Three days later, 
a buried gas-gathering pipeline 
ruptured, spilling more than 
1000 gallons of produced water 
and natural gas condensate that 
made its way to nearby Parachute 
Creek. A map of Rio Blanco 
County's 2019 spills is available 
at https://www.kdnk.org/post/oil-
gas-wastewater-spills-piceance-
basin-top-700k-gallons-2019.

Sebol explains that spills like 
this can contaminate ground and 
surface water.

"If it’s enough of a volume 
and the surface water is close 
enough, that’s a migration path-
way that you would want to con-
sider. If it’s localized and there 
aren’t any surface water bodies 
nearby, then you’re just looking 
for downward  migration through 
the soils to the water table."

An example of a high volume 
spill that contaminated ground-
water happened in 2016 in Rio 
Blanco County near Bishop 
Ranch on Piceance Creek. 
That spill resulted in a $5 mil-
lion lawsuit and a major fine 
from the Colorado Oil and Gas 
Commission. The spill volume 
is unknown, but four years later 
crews are still trying to clean it 
up, with no end in sight.

Oil and gas wastewater 
spills in the Piceance 
Basin topped 700K 

gallons last year

By HT STAFF
editor@ht1885.com

RBC I The state health department moved Rio Blanco County into 
Level Orange on the COVID-19 dial framework effective Monday, Dec. 
14, according to the state website. The dial levels are based on three 
factors: new cases reported, percent positivity rate, and impact on hos-
pitalizations. 

The move from Level Yellow to Level Orange further reduces 
capacity rates on indoor dining, manufacturing, offices, personal services, 
and other venues, and makes the county ineligible for new variance 
requests. Complete guidelines on restrictions can be found at https://
covid19.colorado.gov/data/covid-19-dial-dashboard. 

As of Wednesday, the county has had 271 total cases since the pan-
demic began, with spikes in both Meeker and Rangely in the last month 
accounting for the majority of those cases. Case counts dropped last week 
in both Meeker and Rangely. You can view real-time data at https://rbc.
us/606/COVID-19-Updates.

Additional increases are anticipated during and after the holiday sea-
son. Sixteen RBC residents have required hospitalization. Two have died.
TESTING HELP

RBC Public Health has been working overtime to keep up with the 
demand for testing. A state contract with MAKO Medical Laboratories 
will provide for an eight-person team to come in and provide rapid 
response testing.

The team is expected to be in Rangely starting Wednesday and stay 
through Saturday, offering drive-through testing for anyone who wants to 
come and get a test from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. each day. The only requirement 
is that you stay in your car. Individuals who don’t have a vehicle can call 
Public Health at 970-878-9520 in Meeker or 970-878-9525 in Rangely 
to arrange a walk-up test. 

VACCINE UPDATE
The first shipment of COVID-19 vaccines arrived in Colorado earlier 

this week and are being sent out based on population of individuals slat-
ed for the first round of vaccinations: people in long-term care, skilled 
nursing residents and staff, and frontline hospital workers caring for 
COVID-19 patients. 

RBC is expected to receive 200 doses the week of Dec. 28.
The HT will  have further coverage on the vaccine, how it works, and 

more in coming editions.
Flu shots are still available, as well, and all residents are urged to be 

vaccinated for influenza.

State moves RBC to Orange on COVID dial

COURTESY PHOTO
The state health department moved the county into Level 
Orange effective Monday, Dec. 14. This further reduces capac-
ity rates for various small businesses and makes the county 
ineligible for new variance requests.

It's a difficult 
thing to dispose of 
... it's a significant 

expense and a huge 
hassle.

~ Brian Gallagher

http://www.ht1885.com
http://www.wrenergy.com
mailto:lucas%40ht1885.com?subject=
https://www.kdnk.org/post/oil-gas-wastewater-spills-piceance-basin-top-700k-gallons-2019
https://www.kdnk.org/post/oil-gas-wastewater-spills-piceance-basin-top-700k-gallons-2019
https://www.kdnk.org/post/oil-gas-wastewater-spills-piceance-basin-top-700k-gallons-2019
https://covid19.colorado.gov/data/covid-19-dial-dashboard
https://covid19.colorado.gov/data/covid-19-dial-dashboard
https://rbc.us/606/COVID-19-Updates
https://rbc.us/606/COVID-19-Updates


RIO BLANCO HERALD TIMES
Thursday, December 17, 20202A u NEWS

ERBM Recreation & Park District
District offices located at Meeker Recreation Center 

101 Ute Road, Meeker, CO 81641
www.ERBMrec.com • 970-878-3403 Like us on Facebook!

UPDATE
Meeker Recreation Center

COVID Level Orange  
Protocol begins

Friday, December 18 at 5:00am   

• Patrons may use the facility by RESERVATION ONLY.  
Reserve by phone or in person during regular operating hours.  
NO emails, voicemails, or social media/online requests accepted.

• Reservation times are for approximately 11/2 hour blocks with 1/2 hour 
facility closure for cleaning.

• No more than 25 people are allowed in the building at one time. 

970-878-3403
Full protocol details can be found at 

www.erbmrec.com/covidinfo

For one family, mental health 
difficulties aren't just about 2020on edge

By TINA GRIEGO
Colorado News Collaborative

LAKEWOOD I  They love each other. That should go without say-
ing. They have, in fact, gone through hell and back for one another — and 
that was before 2020 rolled out its string of gut-twisting, sleep-depriving 
upheavals. 

Still, Janay Barfoot will be the first to say that hers is a difficult family 
and this year has tested them all. 

Difficult as in a 20-year-old who has autism as well as a heart condition 
and bipolar disorder. He has been hospitalized on and off over the last eight 
years because he’s been a danger to himself and others. This 6’5”, 250-lb. 
child of hers, who still wants to cuddle, whose goofy smile blazes with 
innocence, now spends too many of his days playing video games in his 
basement room. His voice ricochets through the house, and all Barfoot can 
think is that she wants a better life for him than this. 

Difficult as in a 14-year-old who started her freshman year online and 
who aches for connection, but who keeps her computer camera off when 
she can during online classes. She is smart and cracks up the family with 
her quick wit, but fears that the curious eyes of her classmates also may 
be judging eyes and she is certain she does not measure up. Depression 
stalks her. 

Difficult as in Barfoot having decided to stay home after the pandemic 
struck because she has an autoimmune disorder and felt unsafe in the sur-
gery center where she worked intake and billing. Quitting that job means 
her husband’s job at the water company is their sole income. One income 
means less income and more stress. 

Their Lakewood home feels as though it is shrinking around her. 
“Everything seems to be a battle,” she says. 
Barfoot, who is 53, also grapples with depression. She regularly sees a 

therapist through the Jefferson Center for Mental Health. 
“[My therapist] has always told me to think about it as being on an 

airplane,” she says. “They tell you to put on your oxygen mask first.”
You would have thought, Barfoot says, that a life punctuated by the 

stress of coping with the intertwining of mental illness and physical disabil-
ity would have prepared her for 2020. But, no, this year’s added layer of 
uncertainty has proven unrelenting in its ability to make her feel powerless. 
“I feel like I have no control over anything,” she says.

School is online, then hybrid, then online. Her son’s job training is 
meeting today, no, tomorrow. Her daughter’s Westernaires horse club 
meetings are in person, then remote — too few and far between for a child 
who finds comfort in the company of animals. Moods in the house lurch 
from zero to 60. Her son is pacing again, up the stairs, down the stairs. 
The continuity he requires no longer exists. Her daughter wants help, but 
doesn’t want help. Dishes wait in the sink, laundry in a pile. 

It is a whiplash existence. 
Barfoot finds respite in walks with her sister along the nearby foothills 

or visits with their parents, who live nearby. She finds solidarity in the 

online groups for parents with kids who have special needs. She will steal 
away to her room to read when she can. 

But she is not a woman who sugarcoats. Not the thousands of dollars 
in medical debt. Not the stress of her children’s needs. Not the tension so 
much constant pressure inevitably creates between her and her husband of 
23 years. Her candor for this story has a purpose: It is too easy for people 
to skim the surface of mental illness, she says, too easy for people to speak 
of anxiety and depression as if 2020 has given rise to something new when, 
as she sees it, all it has done is crack open a window too long sealed shut.

“It’s not just 2020,” she says, emphatic. “I think our world is spinning 
out of control right now, but everyone goes through their own internal 
struggles and yet are afraid to talk about them. Right now, it’s OK to talk, 
but prior to COVID, I think it was ‘fake it ‘til you make it,’ and that is such 
a big thing that I really hate because it puts up this front, keeping people’s 

feelings still so suppressed. ‘Fake it ‘til you make it’ says if you have these 
feelings, hide them, we don’t want to know about them. We don’t want to 
see them. We just want you to say what we want to hear.”

She does not doubt that more people are struggling this year with anx-
iety or depression. But she greets the rising conversation around mental 
health with something approximating a suspicious embrace. 

Yes, let’s talk, she says, but let’s be real when we do. What her family 
has gone through over the years has required hundreds of hours of therapy. 
It has required specialists. It has required nearly a year of intervention from 
Social Services. It has required child psychiatrists who are in short supply. 
It has required never-ending vigilance over how the schools respond to her 
children’s needs.

Next year may bring the end of social distancing and quarantines. It 
may bring less unemployment and recovering businesses.  It may bring 
less political and social division. But what it cannot bring, she insists, is a 
return to ‘fake it ‘til you make it.’ Or to tolerating discrimination against 
those with serious mental illness or to a status quo in which mental illness 
is considered less urgent than physical illness. 

A window has been cracked. It’s time, Barfoot says, to open it wider.
This story is brought to you by COLab, the Colorado News 

Collaborative. If you’re struggling, help is available on Colorado’s crisis 
hotline. Call 1-844-493-TALK(8255)

Whatever you’re going through, crisis counselors and professionally trained peer specialists are available to help. 
Call Colorado Crisis Service’s hotline at 1-844-493-TALK(8255)

There is no wrong reason to reach out.

MARC PISCOTTY PHOTO
Janay Barfoot, 53, of Lakewood, Co. poses for a portrait with her 20-year-old son and 14 year-old daughter at their home. Barfoot 
decided to stay home after the pandemic set in because she has an autoimmune disorder and felt unsafe in the surgery center 
where she worked intake and billing and to help her two struggling children cope with multiple issues and online school struggles 
despite battling depression herself. She said, “I think our world is spinning out of control right now, but everyone goes through 
their own internal struggles and yet are afraid to talk about them."

http://www.erbmrec.com
http://www.banksanjuans.com
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Window shop with The Upstairs Gallery
MEEKER |  The Upstairs Gallery has moved downstairs into the 

Hugus Building windows. Shop anytime. Text or leave a voicemail 
for Pat @ 970-799-9375 with your name and item numbers. Pick 
up between 2-5 p.m. at the 594 Main Hugus door. Fine art and 
crafts and great gifts by Pat Sheeran/Daggett, Maym Cunningham, 
Andy Goettel, Tasha Geodert, Suzi Kull, Jere Taylor, Janele 
Husband, Roberta Hawks, Jennifer Taylor, Tim Knouff and Katie 
Conrado. Wear a mask.

WREA November bills delayed
MEEKER | White River Electric (WREA) utilizes a third party bill-

ing service to mail its monthly statements. November’s bills were 
mailed on time, but unfortunately many of the bills have been lost 
or delayed in the mail. WREA apologizes for any inconvenience 
or confusion this has caused. Please call WREA with questions 
or for an additional copy of your bill. Monthly bills remain due on 
the 15th of the month. Members may also login to review and pay 
their electric account at www.wrea.org/Smarthub. Members may 
receive an automatically generated “Friendly Reminder” to pay 
their account even if they didn’t receive the original bill. Please 
don’t be alarmed by the “Friendly Reminder”, and please call 
WREA with your questions at 970-878-5041.

Dec. 31 deadline for $4K EV tax credit
RBC | Local nonprofit Clean Energy Economy for the Region 

is reminding Coloradans Dec. 31 is the last date to qualify for a 
$4,000 state tax credit. The "Innovative Motor Vehicle" income tax 
credit on the purchase of a new plug-in hybrid or all-electric vehicle 
will drop to $2,500 in 2021. The credit for leasing an EV will also 
decrease to $1,500 from the current $2,000. The state tax credit 
applies to all models, and everyone gets the full $4,000 regardless 
of their tax situation. More information about EVs, tax credits and 
buying considerations can be found at GarfieldCleanEnergy.org/
buying-an-EV.

Second chance insurance enrollment
RBC | Did you miss the Dec. 15 Open Enrollment cutoff? 

Join our Health Coverage Guide, Jeni Holloway, along with 
Yampa Valley Insurance Brokers, for a virtual drop-in Second 
Chance Health Insurance Enrollment Event. This virtual event 
will take place Thursday, Dec. 17 from 2-6 p.m. Join Zoom meet-
ing at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85782428901?pwd=bFh0Zld 
0SUJKM1k0UmdBNXdjdEhzQT09 Meeting ID: 857 8242 8901, 
Passcode: 969177.

NEWS BRIEFS

WATT’S RANCH MARKET
970.878.5868 n  271 E. MARKET  n  MEEKER, COLORADO

Open seven days a week n 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday through Saturday n  8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday
Prices effective Dec. 17 through 23, 2020

FROZENFROZEN
17.5-19 oz. Rhodes Anytime

ROLLS ........................................................ $349
48 oz. Rhodes Texas/

DINNER ROLLS ....................... $349
56 oz. Red Button

ICE CREAM ...................................... $399
8 oz. Kraft

COOL WHIP .................................... $149
32-46 oz. Red Button

PIES ...........................................................  $599

DAIRYDAIRY
16 oz. Food Club

SOUR CREAM...........................99¢
32 oz. Meadow Gold

EGG NOG ..........................................
$229

8 oz. Pillsbury

CRESCENT ROLLS ...........
$219

16.5 oz. Pillsbury

COOKIE DOUGH ..................
$299

8-14 oz. Pillsbury Orange, Cream Cheese or

CINNAMON ROLLS .......
$219

6.5 oz. Redi Whip Aerosol

WHIPPING CREAM ........
$249

8 oz. Philadelphia

CREAM CHEESE .................
$199

MEATMEAT
Bone In

PRIME RIB ROAST ...............  $699
New York

HOLIDAY ROAST .........................  $499
16 oz. Jimmy Dean

SAUSAGE ROLLS ........3 for   $7

PRODUCEPRODUCE
3 lb. Mandarin

TANGERINES ..............................
$399

10 lb. Russet

POTATOES ......................................
$199

Bunch

CILANTRO ..............................2 for   $1
Jalapeño

PEPPERS ...........................99¢/lb.
6 oz.

BLACKBERRIES .........2 for   $3
6 oz.

BLUEBERRIES ...............2 for   $3
6 oz.

RASPBERRIES ..............2 for   $3
Fresh

LEMONS ...................................2 for   $1
12 oz. Litehouse

DRESSINGS ..................................
$399

8 oz. Wonderful

PISTACHIOS ................................
$319

Red Cluster

TOMATOES ................................... $149
Choice Navel

ORANGES ..........................99¢/lb.
12 oz. Green Giant Fresh

BRUSSEL SPROUTS .
$299

GROCERYGROCERY
16.9 oz. Beyond Clean

DISINFECTANT SPRAY ..
$599

10.5 oz. Campbell's 
CREAM OF CHICKEN OR 
CREAM OF MUSHROOM
SOUP ....................................................79¢
16 oz. Stephen's

HOT COCOA MIXES ........
$399

12 oz. Wide Awake

COFFEE .............................................
$399

10 ct. Wide Awake

COFFEE SINGLES ............
$399

15.25 oz. Food Club Corn or

GREEN BEANS ...................69¢
16 oz. Newman's Own

SALAD DRESSING ....2 for   $6
29 oz. Food Club

PUMPKIN  ...................................... $ $249
4 oz. Idahoan

MASHED POTATOES....4 for   $5
4.6-5 oz. Betty Crocker

POTATOES ...................................... $ $149
11 oz. Food Club

CHOCOLATE CHIPS ....
$199

10 lb. Fancy Oranges 
Gift Box

6 oz. Food Club

Olives

4 for   $5
20-21 oz. Food Club

Pie Filling
$219

1 lb . Food Club Salted or Unsalted

Butter
$249

Very Merry Savings!

$5 99

Charles Kenneth Sutton 
and Abigail (Urish) Sutton 
of Rangely would like 
to announce the birth 
of their son, Daniel 
Bishop Robert Sutton. 
He was born Nov. 12, 
2020, at 8:03 a.m., at St. 
Mary's Hospital in Grand 
Junction. He weighed 8 
pounds, 14 ounces and 
measured 20.75 inch-
es. Grandparents are 
Anne Urish of Colorado 
Springs and Ernest Sutton 
and Charlotte Sutton 
of Tennessee. Great-
grandmother is Mary Lou 
Penny of Kansas.

COURTESY PHOTO

BIRTH ...

Special to the Herald Times

MEEKER I White 
River Electric and Tri-State’s 
Commercial Light Rebate pro-
gram issued the Meeker Rec 
District $26,600 in lighting 
rebates. This included rebates 
for the new ball field lights and 
indoor LED upgrades for the Rec 
District facility. WREA is also 
working on commercial light 
rebates for the new Meeker High 

School. Rebates are provided 
in conjunction with Tri-State’s 
rebate program. WREA members 
are encouraged to investigate all 
rebate options including commer-
cial and residential lighting, heat 
pumps, electric appliances, water 
heaters and outdoor power equip-
ment. WREA rebate information 
can be found at WREA’s website 
under Products & Services or call 
Todd Gerloff at 970-878-5041 
with additional questions.

ERBM receives $26,600 in 
commercial light rebates

http://www.wrea.org/Smarthub
http://GarfieldCleanEnergy.org/buying-an-EV
http://GarfieldCleanEnergy.org/buying-an-EV
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85782428901?pwd=bFh0Zld 0SUJKM1k0UmdBNXdjdEhzQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85782428901?pwd=bFh0Zld 0SUJKM1k0UmdBNXdjdEhzQT09
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In the animated movie 
“Finding Nemo,” a clownfish 
(ironically named Marlin) 

and a regal blue tang fish set 
off on an improbable journey: to 
find Marlin’s missing son Nemo 
(also ironically named). Dory 
suffers from short-term memory 
loss, regularly becoming dis-
tracted and forgetting what she 
was doing, which creates all 
sorts of adventure and comic 
relief. 

When Marlin is discouraged 
and ready to give up hope, Dory 
tells him the answer is to, “just 
keep swimming.” 

The glorious wonder of 
animation (and fiction) is that 
we can receive incredible life 
lessons from imaginary talking 
fish. 

“Just keep swimming” could 
be summed up in the red-letter 

guidance in the New Testament 
about living one day at a time, 
because each day has enough 
trouble for 
itself. 

In the last 
few weeks 
I’ve heard 
from hurting 
people hav-
ing trouble at 
work, having 
trouble with 
their physi-
cal or mental 
health, having trouble with their 
finances, having trouble with 
relationships, and pretty much 
every other kind of trouble that 
comes to us. These situations 
aren’t new, but the pandemic has 
exacerbated many of them. 

I’m not ready to find a way 
to be grateful for COVID-19 
(other than realizing that wear-
ing a mask keeps the cold air 
from hurting my face when I 

go outside). In many ways the 
pandemic has stripped off the 
veneer of our comfortable real-
ity and exposed the uncomfort-
able truths beneath. The world 
in which we live is far more 
fragile than we like to pretend. 
That’s scary, whether we’re 
talking about the economy or 
healthcare or education or any 
other societal pillar. 

Until the plumber comes and 
tells you a slow leak has rotted 
the subfloor, or you find out 
termites have ransacked your 
woodwork, you cruise along not 
realizing that everything is on 
the verge of collapse. Sometimes 
it takes a crisis to expose the 
need to rebuild and renew and 
redesign. 

So how do we cope with 
the stress and the fear and the 
uncertainty? 

Just keep swimming. One 
day, one hour, one breath at a 
time.

EDITOR’S COLUMN
Just keep swimming

~ Dory, Finding Nemo

❅

The staff and volunteers at HopeWest-Meeker are inspired by the generosity of this 
community supporting the HopeWest mission. During difficult times, gratitude is more 
important than ever and we thank you for your continued support. Your gifts will help 

ensure your family and friends receive the care they need when it is needed most.  

Community Supporting Community

During this joyful season of giving...

Pioneers Medical Center
FCI Constructors, Inc.  |  Rocky Mountain Health Plans

Basin Electric Power Coop.
Kevin & Hanna Borchard

Elk Creek Ranch

Watt's Ranch Market

White River Electric 
Association

Joy Allen
Anthony & Cheryl

Mazzola
Ma Famiglia's

Meeker Lions Club

Northwest Auto
Rim Rock 

Campground
Wendll's

Wyatt's Sport

4M Ranch

Alpine West Properties

Kent & Christy Borchard 

Ducey's Electric

Rocky & Sparky Pappas

Pioneers Healthcare 
Foundation

Trail & Hitch RV Park

Valley Ace Hardware

Badger Backhoe Service, LLC
Bank of San Juans

Grant Mortuary
Meeker Collision Center

Mountain Valley Bank
Scott Contracting

HopeWestCO.org  |  (970) 878-9383 
Through creativity, volunteerism, and philanthropy, we profoundly change

the experiences of aging, illness, and grief – one family at a time.

A message from 
the Meeker School 
Board
Dear Editor:

As we finish an exceptionally 
difficult calendar year, the 
Meeker School Board would like 
to convey thanks and the best 
hopes of the season to our district 
staff and to our community. 
Our teachers, support staff, 
and administration have made 
extraordinary efforts, far beyond 
their usual duties, to make sure 
kids have a safe environment and 
opportunities to learn. Teachers 
rapidly adopted new learning 
tools and strategies, often doing 
double duty to teach students 
both in the classroom and at 
home. Custodians redoubled 
measures to sanitize classrooms 
and keep buildings safe. 
Transportation and food service 
personnel rose to the challenge 
to transport kids safely and to 
prepare and deliver meals outside 
of the facilities. Coaches adapted 
protocols and precautions far 
more than the normal helmets 
and elbow pads. Administration 
monitored and adapted programs 
to rapidly changing public health 
recommendations. We owe a 
considerable debt of gratitude to 
them all. 

According to current public 
health projections, the Meeker 

School District will probably 
be able to complete this school 
year with our students in the 
classrooms but may not be 
able to return to fully normal 
activities until the Fall of 2021, 
at the earliest. At what point all 
the familiar school activities can 
resume will depend on the course 
of the pandemic, particularly 
whether enough vaccine can be 
distributed to assure adequate 
community immunization. 
Assuming that the vaccine rollout 
goes smoothly and without 
significant adverse effects, we 
encourage everyone in our 
community to get vaccinated, 
barring individual medical 
conditions to the contrary. 

In the meantime, available 
evidence indicates that kids are 
safer at school, and the best 
education occurs in classrooms. 
The district plans to make every 
effort to sustain in-classroom 
education through the remainder 
of this school year. We ask 
our community to continue 
the established precautions 
to protect themselves. Those 
measures, in turn, will help 
protect the schools. Wear masks 
and maintain distancing when 
out in public and especially 
in closed spaces. Avoid large 
groups, and practice enhanced 
hygiene such as handwashing. 
The threat of coronavirus, it 
turns out, comes not so much 

from schools spreading virus into 
the community as community 
transmission into the schools. 
Please do your part, and help 
us continue to provide the 
best possible opportunities for 
learning and growth.  

With all best wishes for safe 
holidays and for a happier new 
year,

The Meeker School Board

PMC completes 
CDPHE/CMS survey
Dear Editor:

Recently, Pioneers Medical 
Center (PMC) had a Colorado 
Department of Public Health 
and Environment (CDPHE) 
and Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services (CMS) 
survey. Although the survey 
process is taxing, the findings 
provided us opportunities to 
enhance our processes, which fit 
with our culture of continuous 
improvement. Patients may 
not see big changes; however, 
ongoing efforts in screening 
staff, employee education and 
attention to State and Federal 
directives will continue during 
our pandemic response. We 
believe our healthcare services, 
exceptional team of professionals 
and superb patient care will 
remain fundamental elements for 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

u See LETTERS, Page 5AWhen life gets you down, do you wanna 
know what you gotta do? 

Just keep swimming, just keep swimming!
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CHARLES Spurgeon told the story of 
a servant girl whose pastor asked her, 
“What evidence can you give of your 

conversion?” Among other proofs, she gave 
this one: “Now, sir, I always sweep under the 
mats.” Such a sense of doing right leads us to 
another Christian evidence.

Fifth, there was reception because of 
their obedience to the Word (v. 6a): And 
ye became followers of us, and of the 
Lord, having received the word in much 

affliction. Followers translates the fascinating Greek word 
mimētēs (English, mimic). As Aristotle observed, at the beginning 
of civilization man learned skills by mimicking animals. Weaving 
and spinning were learned from spiders, for example, and house 
building was learned from birds. Plays, paintings, sculptures, and 
poetry were merely “imitations of reality.” Even an actor was 
called a mimos (a “mimer”).

Paul’s use of it here and elsewhere (see Scriptures for Study) 
is enormously significant. In every case, we are challenged to 
mimic what is good and godly. People today, and sadly even 
some Christians, mimic athletes, entertainers, world leaders, 
military figures, and the like, but the Christian is to mimic God, 
copy His attributes, attitudes, and actions.

Here, then, is a key Christian evidence: obedience to God’s 
Word. Received is dechomai, which means to receive to oneself, 
to welcome and so metaphorically to approve and embrace. As we 
have noted several times, obedience of God’s Word (Jn. 14:15, 
23; 1 Jn. 2:1–5) is proof positive of genuine salvation. Spurgeon 

again wonderfully observed, “Obedience is faith incarnate.”
Sixth, there was jubilation because of their transcendent joy 

(v. 6b): with joy of the Holy Ghost. As we have also noted 
before (May 31), true joy (chara, “gladness and rejoicing”) goes 
far beyond circumstances. Joy is an absolute, even under the 
great pressure of affliction, that is, persecution (thlipsis, to crush, 
press, compress, squeeze; cf. 2 Cor. 2:4; Phil. 1:16). 

Spurgeon once again encourages us: “There is a quiet, 
rippling rill of intense comfort in a Christian’s heart, even when 
he is cast down and tried. . . . I know that there are many who, 
like myself, understand what deep depression of spirit means, 
but yet we would not change our lot for all the mirth of fools or 
pomp of kings! Our joy no man takes from us—we are singing 
pilgrims—though the way is rough. Amid the ashes of our pains 
live the sparks of our joys, ready to flame up when the breath 
of the Spirit sweetly blows on them. Our latent happiness is a 
choicer heritage than the sinner’s riotous glee.” What a great 
Christian evidence!

Scriptures for Study: What are we to mimic in each of the 
following verses: 1 Corinthians 4:16; 1 Thessalonians 2:14; 
Hebrews 6:12; 1 Peter 3:13?

We hope you will visit our website www.TheScriptureAlone.
com, where you will find not only our podcast of these devotional 
studies but also other resources for Christian growth, including 
messages in MP3 media files. You are also invited to worship 
with us at Grace Bible Church (on the corner of 3rd and 
Garfield) at 10:30 A.M. each Lord’s Day, where the ministry is: 
“continu[ing] stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, 
and in breaking of bread, and in prayers” (Acts 2:42). 

■  Dr. J.D.              
Watson

Christian Evidences (3)
By Dr. J. D. Watson

Pastor-Teacher, Grace Bible Church
And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, 

with joy of the Holy Ghost. (1Thes. 1:6 )

The White River Algae Study is on schedule with all the data collection being complete for the three-
year study.  The U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) will now analyze all the data they have collected and 
provide a final report in late 2021.  

The USGS staff presented an update to the White River Algae Study Technical Advisory Committee 
(TAG) via a virtual meeting on December 8th.  The USGS PowerPoint presentation is available on the 
White River and Douglas Creek Conservation Districts’ Algae page of their website at www.whiterivercd.
com or you can link directly to the presentation by scanning the below ZapCode.  

Key findings of the historical data analysis and literature review include: 1) Increases in phosphorus 
and to a smaller degree, nitrogen concentrations and loads at mainstem and tributary sites during the 
last 20 years, 2) Other rivers in the West are experiencing algae blooms, 3) Nutrient availability and 
physical disturbance during high streamflow can play a large role in controlling blooms.”  

New data collection of physical, chemical, and biological factors includes: 1) High-flow condition 
measurements, 2) Channel surveys, grain-size analysis, continuous water-quality monitoring, 3) Water-
quality sampling, 4) Algae sampling- Chlorophyll a and taxonomy, 5) Isotope sampling (Nitrogen source 
analysis), and 6) Nutrient load/source area analysis.  

The USGS presentation provides graphical representations of nitrate, total nitrogen, orthophosphate 
and total phosphorus concentrations during spring runoff and summer sampling events.  Concentrations 
of nitrate, total nitrogen, and total phosphorus were greatest during spring runoff sampling events in 
2019 and 2020. The total nitrogen : total phosphorus ratio at the South Fork site, directly below the Cabin 
Lake fire, was elevated in 2019 relative to 2020, indicating greater nitrogen export following the fire.  USGS 
reported much higher algae concentrations in the river in 2018 than in 2019 
and 2020.

Please contact the District office at 970-878-9838 with any questions.

CONSERVATION CORNER
Algae Study Update

I'M  HERE TO HELP YOU (AND YOUR RELATIONSHIP). 

chance of all trades
maintenance, repairs, RENOVATIONS and PRETTY MUCH ANYTHING ELSE 

YOU CAN THINK OF. HOME OR BUSINESS. TALK OR TEXT. 970.220.2228

HONEY DO ' S NOT GETTING
 ' HONEY DONE ' ? 

Meeker
Christian
Church
443 School St. • 878-5105

ADULTS & CHILDREN 
Sunday School 10am Sun. 
Church Service 11am Sun. 

Not the only Christians, 
but Christians only

By KAYE SULLIVAN
Special to the Herald Times

MEEKER I What is a “trail 
angel” you may well ask? I first 
learned of this term when our 
oldest son hiked the 2,500 mile 
Appalachian Trail in 2009. As a 
mom who had never heard of the 
“AT” I was freaked out by our son 
(freshly minted college graduate) 
heading into the wilderness alone. 
I imagined him getting eaten 
by bears, breaking a leg, falling 
down a mountain side, and never 
returning.

Being a “thru hiker” means 
about six months of constant 
hiking from Maine to Georgia. 
On your back you carry your life 
— food, tent, essential water, and 
little else. Jason didn’t even take 
his cell phone because there’s no 
place to recharge it and it weighed 
too much. That is a devoted hiker, 
calculating every ounce being 
carried and living on just the 
essentials.

Jason’s hike is always on my 
mind this time of the year when he 
completed the entire Appalachian 
Trail on Dec. 12, a snowy, cold 
Georgia day. My dad died in 
Indiana the following day as we 

had anticipated, and these dates 
are always a weird juxtaposition 
of joy and grief for me. 

Fortunately, Jason found two 
hiking buddies, and one had 
family living near Atlanta. This 
Georgia trail angel family would 
visit our sons on the trail, deliver 
food, provide a comfy motel 
night, and lots of TLC.

Many sorts of trail angels exist. 
Some pick up hikers to drive them 
into local towns for re-supply. 
Others provide overnight housing 
(a bed, not the sleeping bag again). 
Many leave water along the trail 
where local drinking resources are 
scarce. Sometimes there’s food, 
cash, helpful directions, or just 
encouraging notes left in caches.

I came to realize that our son 
was being watching over by many 
angels (“all day, all night looking 
over him” as the spiritual hymn 
says) along with support from 
fellow hikers. He was far safer 
out there on that remote trail than 
he would have been in downtown 
Denver.

These angels are strangers, just 
doing something to help someone 
else without any expectation of 
recompense. I did become good 
online friends with the mom of 

the Georgia family who picked up 
our son at the conclusion of the 
trail. We’ve never met in person, 
but she and her family will always 
be very special to me for all their 
many kindnesses and we remain 
in touch.

My belief is that our world 
consists of many more trail angels 
than bad people. I will be forever 
in debt to all these kind people 
who supported our son whose 
names I will never know. I learned 
a lot from our son’s hike about 
how kind the world can be.

In Meeker, we have “trail 
angels” too — lots of folks who 
reach out into our community 
with help, support, food, money, 
and prayers. My husband and 
I have been blessed these past 
weeks as we struggle to overcome 
COVID by so many caring people, 
near and afar. I know this caring 
goes on year-round, but we are 
especially grateful while facing 
this serious illness.

It’s the Christmas season so 
let’s try in this very tough year 
to find the joy in the many caring 
folks in our lives. I remain ever 
grateful for the trail angels who 
supported our son 11 years ago 
and us today.

Thank you trail angels
GUEST COLUMN

Edwin Allen Jirak, husband, 
father, civic leader, retired 
pharmacist, and Navy veteran, 
died Thursday, Dec. 3, 2020, at 
the Boise VA Medical Center at 
age 92.

Born Feb. 6, 1928, in Kearney, 
Nebraska, he was the younger of 
two sons of Joseph and Orpha 
Jirak. He enlisted in the Navy 
at age 18 after graduating from 
Ord High School. He and Leona 
Kupka were married in July 
1950, just as U.S. forces entered 
the intense fighting that marked 
the start of the Korean War. He 
completed his Navy service in 
1953 and returned to civilian 
life to complete his Bachelor of 
Science degree in Pharmacy at 
the University of Nebraska.

Following graduation, 
the Jirak family relocated to 
Broken Bow, Nebraska, where 
Ed became pharmacist at the 
Varney Rexall Drug Store, and 
later became a salesman for Eli 
Lilly & Co.

In 1966, the family, now with 
two sons and a daughter, settled 
in Meeker, Colorado, where Ed 
became pharmacist at Sides’ 
Rexall Drug. By 1969, Ed had 
become owner of the store, 

p u r c h a s i n g 
it from Bill 
Sides, and 
o p e r a t i n g 
it as Jirak’s 
Corner Drug 
Store until 
selling it 
in 1995 to 
Watt’s Ranch 
M a r k e t 
P h a r m a c y. 
He continued 
as a 

pharmacist there until 1997.
While in Meeker, Ed became 

active in community affairs 
and served two terms on the 
Meeker Town Council before 
being elected Mayor in 1972. In 
addition, he was a Scoutmaster, 
and was active in the Meeker 
Lions Club and the United 
Methodist Church.

A member of the Masonic 
Order, he was elected to H. P. 
Meeker Masons, Royal Arch 
Chapter No. 37, and became a 
Commander of Commandery 
No. 3 of Colorado. He climbed 
to a 32nd Degree Mason and 
was admitted as Noble of the 
Mystic Shrine, El Jebel Temple. 
He was awarded his 50-year 

membership honors in 2005, 
from the Grand Lodge of Idaho, 
at Boise.

After retirement in 2000, 
Ed and Leona moved to Boise, 
Idaho. They found a church 
home at The Cathedral of the 
Rockies and expressed their 
passion for music in the choirs 
there and in the community. 
When they weren’t singing they 
were traveling the country in 
their favorite RV.

Leona preceded Ed in death 
in 2015. Survivors include their 
two sons, Jim (Susie Rhodes), 
Tom (Susan Graber), daughter, 
Jana (Karen Hackett), nieces, 
a nephew and cousins. He is 
remembered fondly by friends.

A memorial service will be 
live streamed at 1 p.m. Friday, 
Dec. 18, by the Cathedral of 
the Rockies, Boise (https://
ca thedra lo f t he rock i e s .o rg / 
Wo r s h i p - O n l i n e / C l a s s i c -
Worship. Note: On the 18th, 
a link will be at page top). 
Memorial contributions may 
be made to the Cathedral of 
the Rockies Choral Program, 
Pioneers Healthcare Foundation 
(pioneershealthfoundation.org), 
or a charity of your choice.

Edwin Jirak

Edwin Allen Jirak
Feb. 6, 1928 ~ Dec. 3, 2020

OBITUARY

OBITUARY POLICY: The Rio Blanco Herald Times chooses not to charge a publication fee for 
obituaries or death notices with a local connection to the county. It is our opinion that publishing 

obituaries is a matter of public record and part of our responsibility as a newspaper to maintain a living 
record of our local history. If you need to submit an obituary or death notice, please stop by the office or 

email editor@theheraldtimes.comPRESS RELEASE
Special to the Herald Times

RANGELY I On June 8, 
2020, Rangely District Hospital 
notified impacted individuals 
concerning a ransomware attack 
that occurred on April 9, 2020. 
The ransomware affected parts of 
the hospital’s computer system, 

including software files needed 
to view certain electronic medi-
cal records entered in the hospi-
tal’s Meditech database between 
August 2012 and August 2017. 
The hospital worked with its soft-
ware vendor Meditech to com-
plete the restoration of files and 
connections needed to view all 
the affected electronic medical 

records. Accordingly, Rangely 
District Hospital wants to inform 
all individuals who received 
notice of the incident that acces-
sibility to the above-noted records 
(or portions of these records) 
that were temporarily unavail-
able has been fully restored as of 
September 2020. 

RDH resolves issues caused 
by April ransomware attack

our continued success. We truly 
appreciate the opportunity to 
serve our community. 

Liz Sellers, CEO
Pioneers Medical Center

Meeker

Thank you for 
mental health 
assistance
Dear Editor:

I would like to thank the 
following people surrounding 
events that occurred during 
my mental breakdown on the 
evening of Nov. 25, including 
but not limited to the following 
(in case I happen to miss 
anyone). First to my wife: thank 
you very much for staying with 
me, and for your loyalty, love 
and support, then, now, and 

always. To Josh and to Chance, 
thank you. I apologize how my 
actions affected you. I would 
also like to thank and offer 
apologies to Caitlin, Luke and 
Haley, as well as the rest of my 
extended family.

Thank you to all of our local 
service providers, as I appreciate 
your work and dedication in 
our community very much. 
Including but not limited to: the 
Meeker Police Officer Justin 
Yates, Rio Blanco County 
Sheriff’s Deputy Travis Mobley,  
and any other officers that were 
directly involved in the events 
of that evening; the Meeker Fire 
Department, specifically the 
people providing EMS services 
on the ambulance that evening; 
Rio Blanco County Dispatcher 
Brittany Mancini and family 
friend Susan Greene, for her 
support to my wife on the phone 
that night; the PMC emergency 
room staff, and anyone 

directly involved in any way 
in the events of that evening 
including the medevac crew, 
St. Mary’s Medical Center, and 
MindSprings Health in Grand 
Junction. Thank you to all who 
were involved. 

Without your help I feel like 
I could have lost my life that 
night, which would have caused 
even more severe emotional 
trauma to my family. So again 
I say, I greatly appreciate your 
loyalty, love, and support. 
And to our emergency service 
providers, for your faithfulness, 
skills and service to our 
community.

Pat Turner
Meeker

LETTERS: continued
u Continued from Page 4A

SUPER SECRET CODE MESSAGE:
THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING 

COMMUNITY JOURNALISM!
WE APPRECIATE YOU!
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Find one-of-a-kind treasures for under the tree!

OPEN MON. ~ SAT.
10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

272 Market St., Meeker
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE!

271 Market St., Meeker 271 Market St., Meeker ·· 970.878.5868 970.878.5868
 Mon-Sat 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.  Mon-Sat 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. ·· Sun 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sun 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Merry Christmas!Merry Christmas!

$5.00 OFF
990 MARKET ST, MEEKER

970-878-3333

Check out our selection of 
Christmas decor and 

so much more!
Good on any purchase 

through 12/31/20.We’re on Facebook! Come say hi!

Santas 
Favorite
Sandwich

Shop!!

(970)878-7701
315 6th Street

Meeker, CO

Red Rooster Red Rooster 
Sandwich Shop Sandwich Shop 

‘

9
Give your gifts 

a personal touch!
 

Custom embroidery, 
printing and more!

0

970-878-3509
320 3rd St., Meeker

SPIRIT STORE

Add warmth & spice with 
McCall’s Candles from

Grab a 
Gift Card!

VALLEY 
HARDWARE
401 E. Market St., Meeker 

(970)878-4608
7-6 M-F, 8-6 Sat.

Closed Sun.

PERFECT GIFT!
find the

Let us make
your holiday shopping 
more enjoyable!

Great Gifts, 
Great Prices, 

Great Selection &
Great Ladies 

Apparel Boutique

M-F 10-6 l Sat. 10-4

590 MAIN ST. | MEEKER
878-3151

YCDZdYCDZ

Nana Goose

YCDZdYCDZ

I drive so you don’t have to.

Celebrate safely!
AVAILABLE 24/7
CREDIT/DEBIT ACCEPTED
FULLY LICENSED & INSURED
$7 IN TOWN, OUT OF TOWN $1.50/MILE

Find us on Google, too!

SOBER BUDDY SHUTTLE LLC 
LONNIE WHITE, OWNER/DRIVER

SOBERBUDDYSHUTTLELLC@GMAIL.COM

970-930-2091

‘Tis the season for 
pet grooming!

Certified Pet Groomer
Gift Certificates Available

Collars, Leashes & more in 
our Facebook store!

$50 Bath Special!
Until Dec. 23rd, 2020

559.860.9517
         970.230.1147

One-of-a-kind history. 
One-of-a-kind gifts.

Historical Books ◊ Soaps & Lotions
T-Shirts ◊ Local Honey ◊ Sling Shots

Rubber Band Guns ◊ Ornaments 
◊ Artwork ◊ Gift Cards ◊ Candles

Museum Merchandise ◊ Much More!

Stop by!
565 Park Ave. 
Meeker, CO

(970)878-9982

Shop@Home
for 
 the

order online

-cheese & cured meat boxes- 
-wine & cocktail collections- 
-cheese boards for parties- 

SHIPPING IN THE US!

H
O
L
I
D
A
Y
S

F
O
R
 
T
H
E

www.blancocellars.com

317 E. Market Street, Meeker, CO

Be a better citizen.

Purchase or gift a 
Herald subscription 
for $3.33 a month!

970-878-4017 
accounts@ht1885.com

https://www.facebook.com/Restored-Grace-LLC-1446900692200403
https://www.facebook.com/Meeker-General-Mercantile-113533380569389/
https://www.facebook.com/Clarks-248432948678412
https://www.facebook.com/Redroostersandwiches
https://www.facebook.com/Meeker-Embroidery-LLC-166887733336635
https://www.facebook.com/Nana-Goose-Interior-Gifts-1666847246940985
http://www.mafamiglia.com
https://www.facebook.com/soberbuddyride
https://www.facebook.com/Meekerpetgrooming
https://www.facebook.com/wendllobe
http://www.nwautogmc.net
http://www.schedulicity.com
http://www.meekerdrugs.com
http://www.blancocellars.com
mailto:accounts%40theheraldtimes.com?subject=Gift%20subscriptions
http://www.theheraldtimes.com/subscribe
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102 E. Main Street, Rangely | 675-2090

Happy Holidays!
    

   ~ Bart & Sarah

Rangely Conoco is proud to sell Non-Ethanol Premium 
Gasoline, supporting our local oil & gas companies. 
The only locally owned and operated gas station, 
where your dollars stay local and work for our 

community and youth programs. 

12 DAYS OF

GIVEAWAYS!

  
105 W. Main St. • Rangely 

970-675-2454 • OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK! 

RANGELY
VALUE $1900

SALES GO TOWARD A CHANCE AT
 WINNING AN RBC EDITION HENRY 30-30!

AUTO MECHANICS

970.675.8000

807 E. Main Street
Rangely, CO

Tune-Up
Oil Change
Transmission
Electrical
Suspension
Clutches
Tires
A/C Service
Brakes
Belts & Hoses
Exhaust
Diagnostics

Enter the Shop@Home sweepstakes through Dec. 24 and you could win $50 in Holiday Bucks to spend at 
all participating local businesses! Entry slips are available at the businesses advertised on these pages. 

(Shopping virtually or from home? Ask the business owner to fill out an entry slip for you!)

One Meeker winner and one Rangely winner will be announced each week in the Herald Times.

Jake & April Butler 
Entered at Northwest Auto

Wade & Chris Allred 
Entered at EZ Auto

WEEK 3 
WINNERS

CONGRATULATIONS!

Snowflake Baby Contest 10-17 mo. winner Diem Fischer.
COURTESY PHOTO

Snowflake Pet Contest winner Billy the Kid (owned by 
Ashley Sanford.)

COURTESY PHOTO

Chilly weather couldn't 
hold back Rangely's 
Christmas cheer this 
year. Residents enjoyed a 
Parade of Lights (top and 
left) and carriage rides 
(bottom) last weekend.

Rangely's annual 
Christmas light contest 
was also a success.
Contest winners will 
receive extra Chamber 
Bucks from the HT for 
helping spread Christmas 
cheer in a tough year.

The Rangely Chamber will 
also hold a drawing for a 
local business to receive 
$100 in ad credit from the 
HT. More details to come.

View more photos at 
facebook.com/rangelyrec

COURTESY PHOTOS

CONTEST 
WINNERS
SNOWFLAKE PET 
CONTEST
OTHER PETS
1st - Billy the Kid (Owner- 
Ashley Sanford)
2nd - Bartholomew the 
Guinea Pig (Owner - Rylan 
Booker)
CATS
1st - Smoke (Owner- 
Kaisley Sanford)
DOGS
1st - Jax (Owner - Fischer 
family)
2nd - Ruby (Owner - 
Cutler & Gavin Lohse)
3rd - Tucker (Owner - 
Kristin Lohry)
SNOWFLAKE 
BABY CONTEST 
0-9 MOS.
1st - Cora Cordova
2nd - Collins Lohry
3rd - Elijah Kinney
Snowflake Baby Contest 
10-17 MOS.
1st - Diem Fischer
2nd - Brooks Edwards
3rd - Ryker Fielder
2-3 YRS
1st - Hayden Huitt
2nd - Karson Millard
Snowflake Baby Contest 
4-5 YRS
1st - Kassidy Stewart
2nd - Taya Cordova
LIGHT UP 
RANGELY 
CONTEST
GRISWOLD DIVISION
1st - Kathryn Swan
2nd - Catrina Nielsen
3rd - Kolton Wilczek
CLASSICAL DIVISION
1st - Lyle and Diane 
Peterson
2nd - Jeremy and Kristin 
Lohry
3rd - Matthew and 
Maryanne McCoy
BLOW UP EXTREME
1st - Charlie Lohse

Rangely's Christmasfest 2020

https://www.facebook.com/Rangely-Conoco-Tire-and-Auto-1316162725078988
https://www.facebook.com/rangely.truevalue
https://www.facebook.com/EZAutoMechanics
https://www.facebook.com/rangelycoloradoflorist
http://www.giovannisitaliangrill.com/
http://facebook.com/rangelyrec
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www.bankmvb.com

With warmest appreciation, 
we extend our best wishes for a 

Happy Holiday season and a 
prosperous New Year!

HAPPY HOLIDAYS

BY LUCAS TURNER
lucas@ht1885.com

MEEKER I  Rio Blanco County Commissioners 
adopted the 2021 County Budget Tuesday evening 
during a special meeting. Prior to adoption, Budget 
and Finance Director Janae Stanworth presented an 
overview of the budget, which covers a total of 17 
funds and 56 departments. Overall the 2021 budget 
is decreasing by $6.1 million from 2020. Projected 
revenues for 2021 are $24.7 million, budgeted 
expenses are $30.6 million for a deficit of $5.9 
million. In 2020 the budgeted deficit was $10.4 
million. The county's largest expense is personnel. 
On average the county will spend $80,020 per 
employee for wages and benefits in 2021.

Assessed valuations for 2021 decreased by 
11.4%, representing a decrease in property tax rev-
enues of about $900,000. Oil and gas and industrial 
make up 72% of the total county valuation, down 
from 76% in the past. Total projected property tax 
revenues are $6.98 million. Stanworth noted that 
property taxes have been decreasing since 2013, 
and that this was the first time departments had 
been asked to decrease their budgets. County mill 
levies remain steady at 9.050 mills. 
GENERAL FUND

The general fund accounts for 33 departments 
and 72 full time equivalent (FTE) employees and 
is decreasing expenditures by 18.3% from 2020, 
or about $1.8 million. It has budgeted revenues of 
$7.8 million, including $6.98 million from property 
tax, $1.6 million from sales tax, $1.6 million from 
licenses, permits and fees some of which is internal. 
Budgeted expenditures are $10.3 million, down 
from $12.8 million in 2020. The county is also 
budgeting a contingency in the fund of $1 million 
for 2021, for an overall general fund deficit of $2.5 
million that will come out of the fund balance. The 
remaining general fund balance for 2021 is about 
$13.8 million, or 18 months of expenses, 6 months 
over the desired target of 12.
ROAD AND BRIDGE FUND

The Road and Bridge fund accounts for 34 FTEs 
and has budgeted revenues of $7.8 million which 
will primarily come from a CR 73 bridge grant 
($1.2 million), the highway users tax fund ($2.96 
million), and property tax allocation ($3.3 million) 
representing 48% of total property tax allocations in 
the budget. Expenses for 2021 are budgeted at $8.7 
million, primarily for the CR 73 bridge construc-
tion ($1.6 million), and $465,000 in contingency. 
Overall budgeted expenditures are decreasing by 
$3.3 million. $2 million worth of expenditures in 
2020 were for a road overlay project that happens 
every other year and thus is not budgeted in 2021.
PUBLIC HEALTH FUND

The Public Health Fund accounts for 4.15 
FTEs and has budgeted revenues of $404,354. 
Revenues come mostly from intergovernmental 
grants ($310,484), and property taxes ($77,131). 
Budgeted expenditures are $493,737.
HUMAN SERVICES FUND

The Human Services Fund accounts for 11.30 
FTEs and has budgeted revenues of $2.5 mil-
lion. Revenues come from intergovernmental state 
grants/reimbursements ($2.27 million), and proper-
ty tax ($269,957). Budgeted expenditures are $2.62 
million, the majority of which are for the child 
welfare and food assistance programs.
USE TAX FUND

The Use Tax fund accounts for seven different 
departments and 5.8 FTEs. Budgeted revenues are 

$860,287 including a $50,000 transfer in from 
the communication fund. Revenue sources are 
down by 11% since 2020 due to a decrease in 
use tax, which is projected around $690,000 for 
2021. Budgeted expenditures are $738,536, down 
15% from 2020, plus a $135,000 transfer out to 
the weed and pest fund. Expenditure decreases 
are due to a reduction in hours, commissioner 
mandated cuts of 5% for each department, and 
a decrease in use tax grants. In total, $49,000 
is budgeted for use tax grants, $3,000 is desig-
nated for Rangely Victim Services and Meeker 
Safehouse. Stanworth said the remaining $46,000 
may not all be spent in 2021, but that it was there 
in case emergencies come up for entities that may 
need help in 2021.
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND

The capital improvement fund provides 
funding for facility/infrastructure projects over 
$100,000. Budgeted revenues for 2021 are 
$779,380 plus a $50,000 transfer in from CEF. 
Budgeted expense is $1.1 million, mostly for 
Meeker and Rangely Airport projects that are 95% 
FAA/state funded.
COUNTY CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT 
TRUST FUND (CCITF)

The CCITF funds capital projects through 
interest earned by the fund. It has a balance of 
$24.4 million. Budgeted revenues are $163,102, 
down from $319,255 in 2020. Budgeted expendi-
tures are $195,800, down from $242,190 in 2020. 
Originally called the Oil Shale Trust Fund when it 
was first created in 1975, the CCITF has allocated 
a total of $58.6 million throughout the county.
SOLID WASTE LANDFILL

The Use Tax Fund accounts for 3.1 FTEs and 
has budgeted revenues of $666,000. Budgeted 
revenues for 2020 were $360,986 but estimated 
revenues were $1.1 million, due to an increase in 
commercial user fees. Budgeted expenditures are 
$565,721, down from $820,202 in 2020. Per state 
law, the landfill is required to set aside money 
each year for future cell construction and for 
eventual closure/post closure costs. For 2021 that 
cost is estimated at about $1.3 million. Currently 
the fund balance in 2021 is estimated at $6.1 
million.
COMMUNICATIONS FUND

Starting in 2021 the Communications Fund 
includes the tower budget, which had previously 
been part of the general fund. Budget revenues 
for 2021 are $795,188, up from $639,152 in 2020. 
Budgeted expenditures are $1.19 million which 
includes a $553,494 capital outlay that comes 
from a $6.8 million anvil points distribution to 
the county. Capital outlay in the fund is typically 
carried over each year and designated for future 
upkeep and equipment replacement on the county 
broadband network.
FLEET MANAGEMENT FUND

The fleet management fund accounts for 6.5 
FTEs and has budgeted revenues of $2.2 million, 
down from $2.4 million 2020. Budgeted expen-
ditures are $2.6 million, down from $3.1 million 
in 2020.
OTHER FUNDS

Other funds with revenues/expenses of less 
than $500,000 include the Conservation Trust 
Fund, the Impact Fee trust fund, Weed and Pest 
Funds, the Fairfield Complex Fund, the Central 
Service Fund. You can find the adopted 2021 
budget at tinyurl.com/rbc2021budget

County approves 2021 budget
By CAITLIN WALKER

caitlin@ht1885.com

MEEKER I The Meeker 
School District Board of 
Education met Monday, Dec. 
14 to take care of a variety of 
business items. First up was the 
approval of new hire Claudia 
Mosher as Barone Middle 
School’s paraprofessional inter-
ventionist, followed by an infor-
mative presentation from Torrie 
Gerloff, who interned at MHS 
for 15 weeks. Gerloff taught 
business English and assisted 
with US literature and college 
composition courses under the 
direction of Kathleen Kelley.

"I think what I took away 
the most from having Mrs. 
Kelley be my mentor teacher 
is that building relationships is 
key to teaching," Gerloff said.

Next, the board heard an 
update from John Usery of NV5 
regarding high school construc-
tion. The high school and bus 
barn have officially received  
Certificates of Occupancy. 
Extra funds will be utilized for 
some additional improvements, 
including safety upgrades at 
the middle school and stadi-
um bathroom renovations. The 
base scope of work should be 
finished sometime next month. 
Additional improvements are 
slated through the spring of 
2021. 

A ribbon cutting ceremo-
ny originally scheduled for this 
month has been postponed.

Superintendent Chris Selle 
updated the board on COVID 
cases within the district, stating 
there has been “a pretty signif-
icant improvement; we had a 
lot of folks out on quarantine 
or isolation orders a few weeks 
ago.” As of press time, Rio 
Blanco County Public Health is 
currently reporting one case in 
the district.

In other pandemic-related 
news, Selle informed the board 
the Town of Meeker donated an 
additional $28,000 in COVID 
relief funds to the district. They 
were used to purchase addition-
al Chromebooks for second and 
fourth graders. 

Selle also touched on 
a movement by rural school 
superintendents to, “pro-
vide extracurricular activities 
for students outside of what 
CHSAA (Colorado High School 
Activities Association) is doing. 
There’s some school of thought 
that we can’t depend on CHSAA 
to follow through and represent 
rural school districts.” Selle 
stated he was unsure if the effort 
would gain any traction. "Kids 
are going to be safer in our gym 
or in our wrestling room than 
they are running around town. 
We have precautions in place," 
Selle said, but added, "we cer-
tainly don’t want to jeopardize 
anything we could engage in 
with CHSAA, but there’s a pret-
ty deep-seated frustration with 
CHSAA or CDPHE or whoever 
regulates those decisions.”

Selle added that local-
ly, the Rio Blanco County 
Department of Public Health 
and Environment has been 
“very forward-thinking” with 
regard to keeping kids in school 
and supporting extracurricular 
activities. He also highlighted 
a collective community effort 
to reduce transmission of the 
virus. “We haven’t had to have 
any large-scale quarantines. 
Our parents have done a really 
good job of keeping kids home 
when they’ve been symptom-
atic or had an exposure. Our 
community has done a really 
good job.” 

The board discussed updat-
ed instructional plans for 
COVID-19, which reiterated 
the district’s desire to keep kids 
in school. “In short, we have 
learned that schools are among 
the safest places for students 
with regard to COVID-19 trans-
mission … Given these truths, 
the Meeker School District is 
planning to return to full time 
in-person learning starting on 
Jan. 4, 2021. We will remain 
with this instructional model 
unless it becomes operationally 
impossible for us to do so,” the 
document states. The full doc-
ument is available  at https://
www.meeker.k12.co.us/ 

The board rounded out the 
meeting with the discussion a 
letter to the editor from the 
board (see PAGE 4A), and a 
voluntary early retirement pol-
icy for staff members.

MSD's mission: keep learning in person

http://www.YourCommunityHospital.com
http://www.bankmvb.com
mailto:lucas%40ht1885.com?subject=
http://tinyurl.com/rbc2021budget
mailto:caitlin%40ht1885.com?subject=
https://www.meeker.k12.co.us/
https://www.meeker.k12.co.us/
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SPORTS &  REC

BANK OF THE 
SAN JUANS

500 Main, Meeker
878-5073

COULTER AVIATION
Meeker

878-5045

MA FAMIGLIA 
RESTAURANT

Henry & Kris Arcolesse
410 Market, Meeker

878-4141

NORTHWEST AUTO 
SALES & SERVICE

485 Market St., Meeker
878-5026

WATT'S RANCH 
MARKET

271 E. Market, Meeker
878-5868

WHITE RIVER
CONVENIENCE
793 Market Street

878-5353

WHITE RIVER 
ELECTRIC 

ASSOCIATION, INC.
233 Sixth Street, Meeker

878-5041

YOUR BUSINESS HERE!
SPONSOR YOUR HOME 
TEAM FOR $12.50/week!

BANK OF THE 
SAN JUANS

222 W. Main, Rangely
675-2222

COLORADO CPA 
SERVICES

118 W. Main, Rangely
675-2222

W.C. STRIEGEL
17030 Hwy. 64, Rangely

675-8444

YOUR BUSINESS HERE!
SPONSOR YOUR HOME 
TEAM FOR $12.50/week!

 

Sports stories are 
posted in the HT as 
space allows in the 

following order: varsity 
stories, junior varsity 
stories, junior high 

stories, miscellaneous 
stories. Contact us at 
editor@ht1885.com 

with questions.

#33

PRESS RELEASE
Special to the Herald Times

RBC I Colorado Parks 
and Wildlife is seeking volun-
teers to fill two openings on 
the Habitat Partnership Program 
State Council. The Council is the 
oversight body for the Habitat 
Partnership Program (HPP), 
which works through 19 local 
committees to resolve conflicts 
between agricultural operators 
and big game as well as assist-
ing CPW to achieve management 
objectives for deer, elk, prong-
horn and moose. The Council 
meets two to four times per year 
in various locations to discuss 
HPP issues and opportunities.

The two vacancies are for 
one sportsperson representative 

and for one person represent-
ing livestock growers. Both the 
sportsperson and livestock rep-
resentative must be residents of 
Colorado and be nominated by a 
local HPP committee. According 
to the statutes authorizing HPP, 
the sportsperson representative 
must also regularly purchase 
big game hunting licenses in 
Colorado.

The livestock grower appoin-
tee will represent the interests 
of livestock producers on the 
Council. The person does not 
need to be actively involved in 
livestock operations but must 
have a working knowledge and 
experience in the livestock busi-
ness. 

Anyone interested in the 
vacancies should contact the 

local HPP committee in their area 
and set up a meeting to discuss 
their credentials and interests in 
the Habitat Partnership Program. 
After receiving a nomination 
from a local committee, a letter 
of interest should be submitted 
to Pat Tucker, HPP Coordinator 
at pat.tucker@state.co.us. The 
deadline for nominations to be 
received is 5 p.m. Friday, Feb. 
19, 2021. 

General HPP program infor-
mation can be found on the 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife 
website at cpw.state.co.us/hpp.

The site includes contacts for 
local HPP committees and meet-
ing schedules. The full statutory 
guidelines for the State Council 
and local committees can also be 
found online.

PRESS RELEASE
Special to the Herald Times

RBC I Nominations are now 
being accepted for the Leopold 
Conservation Award® honor-
ing agricultural landowners in 
Colorado who demonstrate out-
standing stewardship and man-
agement of natural resources.

Sand County Foundation 
and national sponsor American 
Farmland Trust present the 
Leopold Conservation Award 
to private landowners in 
21 states for extraordinary 
achievement in voluntary con-
servation. In Colorado, the 
$10,000 award is presented 
with the Colorado Cattlemen’s 
Associat ion,  Colorado 
Cattlemen’s Agricultural Land 
Trust, Tri-State Generation 
and Transmission Association, 
and USDA-Natural Resources 
Conservation Service. 

Given in honor of renowned 
conservationist Aldo Leopold, 
the prestigious award recog-
nizes landowners who inspire 
others with their dedication to 
land, water and wildlife hab-
itat management on private, 
working land. In his influential 
1949 book, “A Sand County 
Almanac,” Leopold called for 
an ethical relationship between 
people and the land they own 
and manage. 

Nominations may be 
submitted on behalf of a 
landowner, or landowners may 
nominate themselves. The 
application can be found at 
www.sandcountyfoundation.org/
ApplyLCA.   

The application dead-
line date is February 1, 2021. 
Applications can be emailed to 

maggie@ccalt.org. If mailed, 
applications must be postmarked 
by Feb. 1, and mailed to:

Leopold Conservation 
Award, c/o Colorado Cattlemen’s 
Association, 8833 Ralston Rd., 
Arvada, CO 80002-2239.

“The Leopold Conservation 
Award not only highlights the 
positive influences agriculture 
has on the environment, our 
communities, and our econ-
omy, but also showcases the 
heritage of natural resource 
stewardship on working land-
scapes to broad audiences,” 
said Janie VanWinkle, Colorado 
Cattlemen’s Association presi-
dent.

“Recipients of this award are 
real life examples of conserva-
tion-minded agriculture,” said 
Kevin McAleese, Sand County 
Foundation President and Chief 
Executive Officer. “These 
hard-working families are essen-
tial to our environment, food 
system and rural economy.”

“As the national sponsor 
for Sand County Foundation’s 
Leopold Conservation Award, 
American Farmland Trust cele-
brates the hard work and dedi-
cation of farmers, ranchers and 
forestland owners,” said John 
Piotti, AFT president and CEO. 
“At AFT we believe that conser-
vation in agriculture requires a 
focus on the land, the practices 
and the people and this award 
recognizes the integral role of 
all three.”

The Leopold Conservation 
Award Program in Colorado 
is made possible thanks to the 
generous partnership and sup-
port of American Farmland 
Trust, Colorado Cattlemen’s 
Associat ion,  Colorado 

Cattlemen’s Agricultural Land 
Trust, Tri-State Generation 
and Transmission Assoc., 
USDA-Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, Sand 
County Foundation, The Gates 
Family Foundation, The Stanko 
Ranch, American AgCredit, 
McDonald’s, The Bird 
Conservancy of the Rockies, and 
The Nature Conservancy.

The first Colorado Leopold 
Conservation Award recipient, 
Capps Ranch of Walsenburg, 
was selected in 2003. Collins 
Ranch of Kit Carson received 
the award in 2020.

CPW seeking volunteers for 
Habitat Partnership state council

Colorado Leopold Conservation 
Award now seeking nominees

THE SKY'S THE LIMIT ...

COWBOW CHANNEL FACEBOOK PHOTO
Colten Fritzlan, 20, competed in his first National Finals Rodeo this year and finished third the final world standings, earning the bull-rid-
ing Rookie of the Year title, and won the average at the NFR by scoring in seven of the 10 rounds. Fritzlan’s season total earnings are 
$241,446.89. He is a 2018 graduate of Rifle High School with family connections to Rio Blanco County.

FAST FACTS
WHO: Sand County 
Foundation
WHAT: Leopold 
Conservation Award(R), 
which honors agricultural 
landowners in Colorado 
who demonstrate 
outstanding stewardship 
and management of 
natural resources
WHEN: Applications are 
due Feb. 1, 2021. Find 
them online at www. 
sandcountyfoundation.org/
ApplyLCA
WHERE: Email to 
maggie@ccalt.org or mail 
to Leopold Conservation 
Award c/o Colorado 
Cattlement's Association, 
8833 Ralston Rd., Arvada, 
CO 80002-2239

CLARIFICATION
A headline in last week's Herald stated "Fritzlan tenth, 
Wallace ninth at National Finals Rodeo" on PAGE 1B.

These are the positions in which the riders entered the 
National Finals Rodeo competition, not placed in the 
competition. 

When the article was published last week, Wallace was 
sitting in first place and Fritzlan was in third place. 

See the cutline above for final results.

mailto:editor%40ht1885.com?subject=
mailto:pat.tucker%40state.co.us?subject=
http://cpw.state.co.us/hpp
http://www.sandcountyfoundation.org/ApplyLCA
http://www.sandcountyfoundation.org/ApplyLCA
http://www. sandcountyfoundation.org/ApplyLCA
http://www. sandcountyfoundation.org/ApplyLCA
http://www. sandcountyfoundation.org/ApplyLCA
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=387493005911619
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Brought to you by the Meeker Chamber of Commerce and the HT

The Meeker Chamber and the HT are partnering to give away $300 in prizes for 
the best indoor decor, outdoor decor and business decor in Meeker!

 

Here's how to enter:
1. Follow @visitmeekercolorado and @ht.1885 on Instagram*.
2. Post your very best photo of your holiday decor. One entry per category 
(indoor, outdoor or business.) You are welcome to include multiple photos/
videos as long as it's a single post!
P.S. Your profile must be set to public for us to see your post. If you'd rather keep your profile 
private, please send photos via a direct message or email to accounts@ht1885.com.
3. Let us know you'd like to enter by adding @visitmeekercolorado, @ht.1885 
and the hashtag #meekerxmascheer to your caption.
4. Once we've reposted your photo to the HT feed, you are officially entered!
5. Voting will take place on the HT Instagram feed through Dec. 22. One heart = 
one vote.
The photo in each category with the most votes as of 5 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 22  wins!

*Not on Instagram or social media? Please send your photo to accounts@ht1885.com along with 
your contact info and we will get you entered!

2B u NEWS

I'LL CROSS those projects off your to-do list.

chance of all trades
maintenance, repairs, RENOVATIONS and PRETTY MUCH ANYTHING ELSE 

YOU CAN THINK OF. HOME OR BUSINESS. TALK OR TEXT. 970.220.2228

life is too short to 
waste the weekends.

PRESS RELEASE
Special to the Herald Times

RANGELY I Spectrum 
announced the launch of its high-
speed broadband, TV and mobile 
services for residential and business 
customers in Rangely on Dec. 10.

Spectrum’s high-speed network 
means homes now have access to 
Spectrum Internet®, with starting 
internet speeds of 100 Mbps — and 
the option to upgrade to 400 Mbps 
service or a 1-gigabit connection. 
Spectrum Internet plans have no 
modem fees, data caps or contracts. 
For small and medium-sized firms, 
Spectrum Business® offers plans 
with 200 Mbps, 600 Mbps and 

1-gigabit connections. 
“We are focused on provid-

ing the best broadband internet and 
TV services possible to Rangely,” 
said Spectrum Area Vice President 
Mike Oswald. “We’re proud of 
the superior connectivity services 
we are now delivering to residents 
and businesses in Rangely, at high-
ly competitive prices and backed 
by an organization committed to 
craftsmanship and service.”

Spectrum TV® will bring an 
extensive programming lineup to 
the area, with 290 HD channels and 
a two-way, fully-interactive net-
work offering 67,000 On Demand 
offerings. Spectrum TV also pro-
vides access to the award-winning 

Spectrum TV App, which allows 
users to stream content across a 
growing number of platforms, 
including iOS and Android phones 
and tablets, Roku, Xbox, Kindle 
Fire, Samsung Smart TVs, Apple 
TV 4K and PCs.

Spectrum Mobile™ is avail-
able exclusively to Spectrum 
Internet customers. Offering the 
best speeds with the best devic-
es, Spectrum Mobile is designed 
to provide customers the highest 
quality experience at great value, 
including access to next-generation 
5G service where available. They 
can also bring their own phone 
or choose from among the latest 
mobile devices and accessories.

Free service with in-home WiFi 
available for two months to eligible 
new customers

New customers may be eli-
gible for Spectrum’s Remote 
Education Offer, which provides 
free Spectrum Internet and in-home 
WiFi for 60 days. To enroll, new 
customers with K-12th graders, col-
lege students and/or educators can 
call 1-844-310-1198. A free self-in-
stallation kit is provided to eligible 
customers.

Spectrum brings broadband and mobile 
network and new TV choices to Rangely

Hey Meeker!
 Help make 2020 a little brighter 

and you could win the

BEST INDOOR DECOR - $100 MEEKER CHAMBER BUCKS
BEST OUTDOOR DECOR - $100 MEEKER CHAMBER BUCKS

BEST BUSINESS DECOR - $100 HT AD CREDIT
ONE INSTAGRAM HEART = ONE VOTE.

MOST HEARTS IN EACH CATEGORY WINS! 

Ready, set, go!

Christmas 
Cheer 

Contest!

2019 Rangely High School graduate 
RaeLynn Norman daughter of Chloe 
Norman and granddaughter of Adair 
and Melissa Norman graduated boot 
camp Jan. 17, 2020. Norman is sta-
tioned at Camp Pendleton, California, 
and Dec. 8, 2020 she was pinned an 
E3/lance corporal. Her MOS is 5811 
military police.

COURTESY PHOTO

BOOT CAMP 
GRAD ...

BY LUCAS TURNER
lucas@ht1885.com

RBC I Rio Blanco County 
Board of Commissioners reviewed 
supplemental expenditures in the 
2020 budget with Budget and 
Finance Director Janae Stanworth 
Tuesday. An additional $1.8 mil-
lion was spent in 2020, most of 
which was offset by grant revenues, 
CARES act expenditures and other 
sources. 

An additional $6,930 was moved 
into Emergency Management for 
COVID-related expenses,  offset 
by grant revenues. The Meeker and 
Rangely Airports each received 
$20,000 in CARES act funding. 
$10,300 was spent through the 

County Attorney’s office for medi-
ation and costs associated with a 
Board of Assessment Appeals hear-
ing. $23,075 was spent through the 
Sheriff's Detention Center for “tele-
health equipment” and was offset by 
additional grant allocations.

$157,304 came out of contin-
gency to pay for sales tax refunds. 
Stanworth noted that the total 
amount taken from contingency is 
$182,604. 

Weed and Pest is increasing by 
$13,095 because the County is act-
ing as the fiscal agent for a vendor 
who would not bill individual land-
owners.

Capital expenditures increased 
by $193,909 including $20,000 pre-
viously mentioned for the Rangely 

Airport. The rest was spent on patrol 
vehicle laptops, laptops for county 
employees to be able to work from 
home, and HVAC system upgrades 
in the Radino Senior Center. All 
extra capital expenditures were off-
set by CARES act revenues.

The road and bridge fund 
increased revenues and expendi-
tures by $261,615 thanks to a grant 
for a CR7 bridge project.

Human Services increased by 
$778,977 all of which was offset 
by new revenue allocations from 
the state. The bulk of the increase 
($675,000) was for the food assis-
tance program, and LEAP (low-in-
come energy assistance program), 
with smaller increases for adult pro-
tection services and child welfare 
services.

The public health agency fund 
increased by $177,362 due to 

CARES act and other COVID-
related grants. Other increases came 
from a family planning grant and 
increases to WIC funding.

An increase of $88,160 for the 
Fairfield Complex was mostly spent 
on flood insurance. $15,000 was 
used to help complete a pavement 
project at the Fairfield which was a 
safety concern.

Under the Capital Improvement 
Plan fund, $300,000 was listed for 
the Meeker airport drainage project, 
some of that will be carried over 
to the 2021 budget. The project is 
expected to be 100% reimbursed by 
the FAA.

The board met with Alden 
VandenBrink from the Rio Blanco 
Water Conservancy District for an 
end of year update. The discussion 
mostly revolved around Governor 
Jared Polis recent activation of 
Colorado’s Drought Contingency 
Plan. The action has only been taken 
one other time in the state’s history 
in 2013. “I’ve been following up on 
this quite a bit, trying to make sure 
that they understand what’s happen-
ing in our White River Basin,” said 
VandenBrink, adding that “there is 
no drought contingency within the 
basin.” He also discussed conver-
sations with members of the state 
conservation board, who told him 
that according to climatologists and 
NOAA, “we’re in for an extended 
period of drought.”

“We need to be planning 
for three-year, or back-to-back 
droughts,” VandenBrink added.

County Attorney Todd Starr 
commented, “I’m just a poor dumb 

country lawyer, but that sounds like 
a good reason for a reservoir to me.”

VandenBrink expressed frustra-
tions over his interactions with the 
state, who he says does not have any 
drought contingency for the White 
River. “They have no water rights, 
they have no water storage, all they 
have is a little bit of water in Avery 
and we have a little water in Kenney 
Reservoir, and you know how lim-
ited that is,” he said, describing 
those reserves as “just a couple of 
days worth of water” for the basin. 
The conversation continued with 
discussions of Rio Blanco County’s 
upcoming lawsuit, efforts to secure 
a water right for the proposed Wolf 
Creek Reservoir, a potential expan-
sion of Lake Avery and other water 
storage options within the county. 
The HT plans to have additional 
coverage of those discussions in 
next week’s paper.

Road and Bridge director Dave 
Morlan asked for approval to pur-
sue an agreement with a contractor 
out of Denver to put their asphalt 
plant in the county’s “Quinn Pit.” In 
exchange the county would receive 
“around 3,000 yards of plastics” 
which Morlan said would help the 
Rangely district. Board members 
agreed that Morlan should proceed 
with the agreement.

County Attorney Todd Starr 
said an intergovernmental agree-
ment for public health to provide 
services to Moffat County DHS 
was ready to go on a future agen-
da. Another Meeker Airport SBO 
agreement is also ready for a future 
agenda. Commissioner Woodruff 

asked about Strata. Starr said he 
didn’t want to talk about it in a pub-
lic meeting, but noted “they would 
like to talk about a potential of 
resolution.”

In regular business, the board:
n Approved an Agreement for 

Services with Ducey's Electric, Inc., 
for the 2020 Rio Blanco County 
Radino Senior Center 400A Service 
Project, in an amount not to exceed 
$12,625. 

n Approved a Contract for 
Professional Services with the Town 
of Rangely for Building Inspection 
Services. 

n Approved an Agreement 
for Services with River Bridge 
Regional Center for Sexual Abuse 
Treatment Services, in an amount 
not to exceed $2,500.

n Approved a resolution appro-
priating additional sums of money 
to defray expenses in excess of 
amounts budgeted, in the various 
funds and spending agencies, in the 
amounts and for the purposes as set 
forth for the 2020 budget year.

Commissioner Woodruff pro-
posed giving county employees 
Christmas Eve off as a thank you 
gesture, excluding Sheriff's Office 
personnel who would instead 
receive Chamber Bucks. If other 
employees within the county had to 
work on Christmas they would be 
given a different day off before the 
end of the year. The board agreed 
to say it is their intent to official-
ly approve the matter during next 
week’s regular meeting.

COUNTY      BEAT DEC. 15 MEETING

https://www.instagram.com/visitmeekercolorado/
https://www.instagram.com/ht.1885/
https://www.instagram.com/visitmeekercolorado/
https://www.instagram.com/ht.1885/
mailto:accounts%40ht1885.com?subject=
http://www.YourCommunityHospital.com
mailto:lucas%40ht1885.com?subject=
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We can work together to Stop the Spread.
For our loved ones, for our businesses and for our communities.

Rio Blanco County is currently 
experiencing a community 

outbreak of COVID-19.
Everyone is advised to CANCEL NON-

ESSENTIAL GATHERINGS, remain at 
home if possible, wear a mask, and social 
distance in all other situations. Let’s work 

together to keep Rio Blanco County OPEN.
Testing Options:

FREE drive-up testing is available in Meeker at the Fairfield 
Center AND in Rangely at Public Health every Monday 

through Friday from 10 to 11 a.m., weekends by appt. 

Please call 970-878-9520 in Meeker or 
970-878-9525 in Rangely with any questions.

RIO BLANCO COUNTY COVID-19 STATS
AS OF DECEMBER 15, 2020

MEEKER ACTIVE CASES

13
CURRENT 

HOSPITALIZATIONS

1
TOTAL HOSPITALIZED 

(SINCE 4/1/20)

16
MEEKER SCHOOL 

DISTRICT

1
DEATHS

2
RANGELY SCHOOL 

DISTRICT

10

RANGELY ACTIVE CASES

42

By NIKI TURNER
editor@ht1885.com

MEEKER I  In the final for-
mal meeting for 2020, Meeker’s 
Board of Trustees approved the 
2021 budget and certified the 
town’s property tax mill levy. 

The board also approved a 
Memorandum of Understanding 
with the White River Partnership 
for the conservation of ripari-
an areas along the White River 
and its tributaries in Colorado 
and Utah. Multiple private and 
public entities participate in the 
Partnership.

Trustees approved an ongo-
ing agreement with the U.S. 
Geological Survey to continue 
water quality sampling on the 
White River. The Town will pay 
$8,887 for its part of the agree-
ment. 

The Community Master Plan 
has been delayed, according to a 
letter submitted by Western Slope 
Consulting, LLC., which has been 
working on the plan. More than 
one deadline has been missed. 

Mayor Kent Borchard 
encouraged residents and busi-
nesses to continue taking pre-
cautions against COVID-19. 
“We’re not through this yet,” he 
said, adding that he would urge 
businesses to enforce the state 
regulations. 

Of further discussion were 
concerns about thin ice on the 
pond at Circle Park. Mayor 
Borchard suggested, and Town 
Attorney Melody Massih agreed, 
that signage warning people of 
possible thin ice would be a 
good safety step. Trustee Turner 
asked about fencing off the pond 
with snow fence, but Massih 
and Borchard said taking that 
action might increase the town’s 
liability.

The recreation district 
insures the parks, and the town is 
listed as an additional insured on 
the policy, said Town Manager 
Lisa Cook. Liability concerns 
about the pond have been part of 
the discussion since the project’s 
inception and will be addressed 
with signage.

Town approves 
2021 budget

1) Model # 101 Carolina      $40,840…BALANCE OWED $17,000
2) Model # 203 Georgia       $49,500...BALANCE OWED $19,950
3) Model # 305 Biloxi           $36,825...BALANCE OWED $14,500
4) Model # 403 Augusta      $42,450...BALANCE OWED $16,500

NEW - HOMES HAVE NOT BEEN MANUFACTURED
 Make any plan design changes you desire!
 Comes with Complete Building Blueprints & 
Construction Manual

 Windows, Doors, and Roofing not included
 NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY!

BBB
A+ Rating

ESTATE SALE - LOG HOMES
PAY THE BALANCE OWED ONLY!!!

AMERICAN LOG HOMES IS ASSISTING JUST RELEASED
OF ESTATE & ACCOUNT SETTLEMENT ON HOUSES.

*OFFER NOT AVAILABLE TO AMERICAN LOG HOME DEALERS*

4 Log Home kits selling for BALANCE OWED, FREE DELIVERY

http://www.rbc.us/606/Covid-19-Updates
mailto:editor%40ht1885.com?subject=
http://www.loghomedream.com
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      Toys And Joys 
            of Christmas
             Do you write to Santa Claus or visit him to tell  
him what you would like for Christmas? What is the 
special toy that you have your eye on?
     Choo! Choooo! Trains run around the 
bottom of Christmas trees. Reindeer
have red, blinking noses. Christmas 
toys can bring lots of joy, especially
when shared with others.

Where Are The Toys?

11
10

12

  Where might we find the
toys? Follow the dots to 
see where the toys are
     packed, stuffed 
         or left:

Property

of Santa 

t
c
n
r

1 2
3

4 5

6

78

9

10
11

12
13

14
15

16
17

18

1920

21

22
23

24

A Present from 
   Santa Claus

Holiday Toys and Surprises

     What did Santa 
leave under the 
tree? The box is 
open, now follow 
the numbered
stars to see!

Zoom

There are so
many kinds 
of toys and
surprises that
might be
found under
the tree. Use
the letter bank
below and cross
off the letters
as you fill in the
blanks:

1. ga __ es and pu __ zles
2. __ olls and s __ uffed ani __ als
3. con __ truction to__ s
4. mo __ els
5. spo __ ts equi __ ment
6. bik __ s and ridi __ g toys
7. ca __ s and truc __ s
8. trai __  se __ s
9. art __ and cra __ ts
10. musi __ al instrume __ ts

d
p

z

ts
n d k

n

s
f

y m m
r e

d
p

skates

toboggan

house

train

elf

horse

carrots

coal

Santa

sled

eggnog

tops

sugar

cookies

doll

letter

jinglesoldiers

stocking

fairy

Nutcracker

lights

reindeer

canes

carols

sleigh

cocoa

Pole

milk

star

1

2 3

4
5

6 7

8
9

10
11

12
13

14

15

17
18 19

20

21

22

23
24

25

26

27
28

29

30

1. ice __________ 
2. __________ to Santa
3. __________ bell
4. gingerbread __________
5. tin __________
6. __________ over a fireplace
7. long wooden __________
8. Sugar Plum ________
9. Model __________ under the tree
10. __________ ballet
11. __________ on the shelf
12. holiday __________ 
13. __________ pull Santa’s sleigh
14. __________ for naughty kids
15. striped candy __________

16. rocking hobby __________
17. steaming hot __________
18. __________ hat: 
      red with white fur 
19. crunchy __________ for reindeer
20. singing __________ 
21. __________ gliding downhill
22. Santa’s __________ 
 

23. spinning __________ 
24. North __________
25. holiday drink, __________
26. Sugary __________ with fun shapes
27. __________, Santa’s favorite drink
28. __________ cubes for the reindeer
29. __________ on the top of the tree
30. wind-up __________ 

SMACK    IT!

     Read the clues to fill in 
the crossword puzzle:

Fill in the blanks to spell the names
of Santa’s reindeer:

s

D

D

a

e
R

z l
x

n
p n
t

i
u

c

C

r

1. Da __ he__

 2. __ an __ er

  3. Pr __ nc __ r

   4. Vi __ e __

5. __ ome __

  6. C __ p __ d

      7. __ on __ er

          8
. B __ it __ en

            
          

            
        9. __ udol __ h

and “the most famous reindeer of all...”
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Newspaper Fun!
 

www.readingclubfun.com

   Kids: color
  stuff in!

We love wind-up toys and train... ...tracks around the Christmas tree.

Sponsored By RANGELY CAMPUS
500 Kennedy Drive
Rangely, CO 81648

970.675.2261

MEEKER CENTER 
Meeker, CO 81641 

970.675.3350

http://www.cncc.edu
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The Meeker Herald 
125 years ago

n It was cold enough 
Wednesday morning to freeze the 
tail off a brass monkey.
n There are some people 

who cannot distinguish between 
the notoriety itch and a real desire 
to reform something.

The Meeker Herald 
100 years ago

n An item in another 
column tells how Western Slope 
businessmen are agitating for a 

change of the name of Grand river 
to that of Colorado. The change 
should be made. The proposition 
has our endorsement.
n The P.E.O. Society met 

at the residence of Mrs. F.E. 
Sheridan. Routine business being 
disposed of a musical program 
was rendered and much enjoyed 
by all present, after which 
refreshments were served.

The Meeker Herald
50 years ago

n It is often said that 
ignorance is bliss. If this is so, 
then why isn’t the world full of 

happy people? 
n The following boys and 

girls who won a Christmas present 
early, following the free movies 
at the high school Saturday 
afternoon for all the youngsters 
in this area are: Gwen Mannel, 
Tinker Toy set; David Steinert, 
gun and holster set; Kathy Collins, 
set of toy dishes; Teresa Steffa, 
chess game; Sara Eliasen, checker 
kit; Jannie McClure, Bingo-
Matic; Jackie Fritzlan, Drinkee 
Walker; Michelle Barone, sled’ 
Cherie Ann Lippard, tea set; Dale 
Dunbar, train set; Norma Davis, 
kitchen set; Brenda North, Grand 
Prix; and for the little boy, Darrel 

Bicknell, who drew the numbers, 
Chevy 55 auto set.

The Meeker Herald
25 years ago

n The school week 
controversy is perhaps one of the 
most divisive in Meeker’s history. 
n “Aerobic exercise is a 

key to healthy living,” says Steve 
Hill, physical therapy assistant 
with Pioneers Wellness Center. 
Recent studies demonstrate 
the effectiveness of exercise in 
significantly reducing symptoms 
of depression.
n Molly Turner, daughter of 

Bill and Ann Turner of Meeker, 
performed this fall as a member 
of the University of Wyoming 
Western Thunder Marching Band. 
Molly is a drum player majoring 
in social work. 

Rangely Times 
50 years ago

n Vandals recently shot out 
one of the mercury vapor street 
lights near the high school, as well 
as a parking light, in the latest of a 
series of senseless acts.  
n Multiple underground 

nuclear gas stimulation shots 

are being considered for the 
Plowshare experiment called Rio 
Blanco near that site.

Rangely Times 
25 years ago

n Zorro, the clever K-9 
with the nose that knows, and the 
shortest member in the Rio Blanco 
County Sheriff’s Department, is 
on the prowl. 
n The Rio Blanco County 

Commissioners adopted the 
1996 budget proposal. To avoid 
dipping into the haunting red ink, 
Rio Blanco will have to rely on 
reserve funds for the next year. 

DAYS GONE BY

THEME: YEAR IN REVIEW
ACROSS
1. *New wardrobe accessory
5. *RIP, ____
8. Flock's echo
12. Reply from a tunnel?
13. Feline noise
14. Edward Teller's "baby"
15. Beat
16. Competently
17. Savory jelly
18. *Blue vs. red competition
20. One third of a three-
piece suit
21. Mailed greetings
22. Long time
23. ____ biloba
26. Anointing oil
30. Nurses' org.
31. Leafy vegetable
34. "Cogito, ____ sum"
35. Mooring spots
37. Bring into play

38. Old Brazilian coins
39. Prefix with 'graph'
40. *Joe's running mate
42. PGA peg
43. What bees did
45. Fixes firmly
47. Summer mo.
48. R in NPR
50. Widespread
52. *WHO's March 
announcement
55. Cliffside dwelling
56. Drop-off spot
57. Sonic sound
59. Sports figures, e.g.
60. Persian backgammon
61. Water carrier
62. *Late basketball legend
63. *____ lightning, cause of 
California wildfires
64. X-ray units
DOWN
1. Copy cats

2. Flu symptom
3. Synagogue
4. 1/100th of a ruble
5. Bid again
6. Western neckwear, pl.
7. Gwyneth, to friends
8. *Like a vote during 
lockdown
9. What Joy Mangano does 
on TV
10. Do like exhaust pipe
11. *"Transplant" network
13. ____ of honor
14. It's often wreaked
19. Zoo enclosures
22. Compass dir.
23. Labored breaths
24. *Jared Kushner to 
Donald Trump
25. Nigerian money
26. Part of an eye
27. About to explode
28. Looked at, amorously

29. Smelling organs
32. Two of the same
33. Philosopher's study
36. *Best Picture Oscar-
winner
38. China grass
40. Party barrel
41. Having a cover
44. *What Zoom host does 
to guests, sometimes
46. Type of jacket
48. "M*A*S*H" character
49. Ticked off
50. *President Trump used 
this power in 2020
51. United ____ Emirates
52. Be undecided
53. *Caucus state
54. Like most universities
55. Pose a question
58. Robinson or Doubtfire

Newspaper readers are Newspaper readers are more informedmore informed, , 
more investedmore invested in their communities,  in their communities, 

and and more likely to shop localmore likely to shop local..

Keep your name off Santa's naughty list! Keep your name off Santa's naughty list! 
Shop local ... and subscribe to your 

community newspaper!
970-878-4017
accounts@ht1885.com
www.theheraldtimes.com/subscribe

http://www.remindmagazine.com/rmcp
www.grandriverhealth.org
http://www.theheraldtimes.com/subscribe
mailto:accounts%40ht1885.com?subject=
http://www.theheraldtimes.com/subscribe
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∙MEETING AGENDAS∙

∙WATER COURT∙

∙MISC NOTICES∙

304 4th Street, Meeker, CO

No copier? No problem! 
The HT is now offering high 
quality black and white OR 

color copies, as well as faxing, 
scanning and more. 

970.878.4017 | HT1885.COM

KNOWLEDGE IS POWERPOWER

read your local

newspaper!newspaper!
RIO BLANCO HERALD TIMES

970.878.4017 v  HT1885.COM

DISTRICT COURT, WATER DIVISION 6, COLORADO
TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED IN WATER APPLICATIONS

IN WATER DIVISION 6

Pursuant to C.R.S. 37-92-302, you are hereby notified that the following pages comprise a resume of Applications and Amended Applications filed in the office of Water 
Division 6, during the month of NOVEMBER 2020.

2019CW13 RIO BLANCO COUNTY. AMENDED Application for Absolute Water Rights (Surface). Applicant: Sandra Bradfield, 69616 HWY 64, Meeker, CO 81641, 
csbrad021j3@gmail.com, 970.878.4397. Structure: Bradfield Spring. Legal Description: SE ¼, NE ¼, Section 36, T1N, R93W, 6th Meridian, Rio Blanco County. UTMs: 
E263763 N4433004, County Road 6 Meeker, CO 81641. Source: Unnamed Trib to Bradfield Spring Trib to Little Beaver Creek Trib to Coal Creek Trib to White River. Date 
of Appropriation: July 31, 1919. How appropriation was initiated: Cattle Drinking the Spring Water. Date water applied to beneficial use: July 31, 1999. Amount Claimed: 8 
GPM Absolute. Measurement reached by applicant with 2 5-gal buckets marked with 2 gal increments. Filled 8 gal in 1 minute. List all uses or Proposed Uses: Cattle up to 
30 head in the spring and summer, wildlife, deer, elk, grouse and antelope are watering on the property. Does Applicant intend to use water right to supplement irrigation on 
an area of land already irrigated under another water right: NO. If non-irrigation, describe purpose: The spring is developed as an infiltration gallery with a 3-foot diameter 
corrugated pipe. The pipe sticks out of the ground 2 to 2.5 feet. The plan was to pipe the water to a 500-gallon stock tank about 5 feet from the spring. NCRS assisting with 
the use of the spring and with an application for a Solat pump. The application could not be accepted until a water right was approved. The application expired on April 2020. 
They will accept an application in 2021. The spring will be used as above, in 2021. Water commissioner Shanna for Rio Blanco County did the evaluation of the spring for 
the water engineer Erin Light. Please see explanation for work done on the spring in 2017 per enclosed letter about what was documented on the inspection of the spring in 
2019. Owner: Applicant

20CW19 RIO BLANCO COUNTY: Application for Absolute Water Rights (Surface). Applicants: Nicholas Preciado, 4526 County Road 2, Rangely, CO 81648, nprecia-
do@live.com, 801.866.2806; Jamie Preciado, 4526 County Road 2, Rangely, CO 81648, jammyjamie15@gmail.com, 801.866.5629. Name of Structure: Preciado Pump No 
1. UTMs: E680762, N4438248, Zone 12, 4526 County Road 2, Rangely, CO 81648. Source of UTMs: USDA Office, Kendra Young, GPS. Leagal Description: Rio Blanco
County, S07, S08, T1N, R102W. Source of PLSS: USDA Office, Kendra Young. Source: Unnamed Trib to Preciado Pump No 1 Trib to White River. Date of Appropriation: 
May 20, 2019. How Appropriation was Initiated: Contacted Water Commissioner Shanna Lewis. Date Water Applied to Beneficial Use: May 27, 2019. Amount Claimed:
Absolute 580 gpm. List all Uses or Proposed uses: Irrigation. Number of Acres Historically Irrigated: 15. Proposed: 15. Land Already Irrigated Under Another Water Right.
NO. Legal Description: See Attached Map. Legal description of irrigated acreage is 1N, 102 W. Sec. 07. The full legal description of the property is 1N, 102 W Sec. 1N
102W Sec. 08. Owners: Applicants

2020CW21 RIO BLANCO COUNTY. Application for Finding of Reasonable Diligence; Applicant: The Ernest H. and Martha E. Flohe Revocable Trust, Ernest H. Flohe, 
3950 Newport HWY, Sevierville, TN 37876, 865.453.8026; Martha E. Flohe, 3950 Newport HWY, Sevierville, TN 37876, 865.654.5448. (alternate contact) Rick Flohe, PO 
Box 484, Vernal UT 84078, 865.850.2307. Structure: Campbell Pump. Type: Pump. Date of Original Decree: 11/30/2014. Case: 2010CW43. Court: Division 6 Water Court. 
Legal Description: The new point of Diversion will be located in the NW ¼ of the SE ¼ of Section 31, T3N, R99W in the 6th Meridian at a point that is 2,508 feet from the 
south section line and 2,203 feet from east section line. Source: Unnamed Trib to Campbell Pump Trib to White River. Appropriation Date: 10/1/1999. Amount: 1.5 cfs. Use: 
Irrigation. Detailed outline of what has been done toward completion of the appropriation and application of water to a beneficial use as conditionally decreed: We have just 
purchased the property we would like to use the plan the Campbells had. Owner: Applicant

20CW3050 (11CW25, 04CW169 and 98CW76) RIO BLANCO COUNTY Application for Reasonable Diligence and to Make Conditional Water Rights Absolute. 1. 
Applicant: Marvine Ranch, LLC, 4378 County Road 12, Meeker, CO 81641. All correspondence and pleadings should be sent to the undersigned co-counsel for the Applicant: 
Lee H. Johnson and Mason H. Brown, Carlson, Hammond & Paddock, LLC, 1900 Grant Street, Suite 1200, Denver, CO, 80203, and K.C. Groves and Elizabeth P. Woodward,  
Ireland Stapleton Pryor & Pascoe, PC, 717 17th Street, Suite 2800, Denver, CO 80202. 2. Names of Structures: Ball Lake Reservoir First Enlargement and Barbour Pond 
First Enlargement, (the “Subject Water Rights”). 3. Description of conditional water rights: The conditional water rights at issue here are two conditional water storage rights, 
(the “Subject Water Rights”), that involve two structures; Ball Lake Reservoir First Enlargement and Barbour Pond First Enlargement originally confirmed and adjudicated 
in Case No. 98CW76, Water Division No. 5. Applicant has been granted absolute rights to use these structures for fish culture, piscatorial and recreation purposes. The 
Applicant continues to use the water for those uses in accordance with the original decree. A finding of reasonable diligence as to the other conditional uses of domestic, 
commercial and irrigation was entered by the Water Court, Water Division No. 5, on November 7, 2005 in Case No. 04CW169. A subsequent finding of reasonable diligence 
as to these conditional uses entered on January 5, 2015 in Case No. 11CW25. Additional information concerning the Subject Water Rights is described as follows: A. Ball 
Lake Reservoir First Enlargement. i. Date of Original Decree: October 19, 1998, Case No. 98CW76, Water Court, Division No. 5, State of Colorado. ii. Subsequent Findings 
of Diligence: November 7, 2005, Case No. 04CW169, Water Court, Division No. 5, State of Colorado. January 5, 2015, Case No. 11CW25, Water Court, Division No. 5, 
State of Colorado. iii. Location: The Ball Lake Reservoir dam is located in the SW1/4NE1/4, Section 27, Township 1 North, Range 90 West, 6th P.M., at a point 1,800 feet 
from the North line and 2,400 feet from the East line of said Section 27. The Ball Lake Reservoir First Enlargement water right diverts from the following locations as set 
forth in the decree in Case No. 98CW76: a. Barbour South Side Ditch: Headgate No. 1 is located at a point on the South bank of Marvine Creek, whence the Southwest 
corner of Sec. 25, Twp.1 N., R. 90 W. of the 6th P.M. bears South 38 degrees 41’ W., a distance of 1, 018.8 feet. Headgate No. 2 is located on both banks of Johnson Creek 
(also known as Hammond Creek) at a point whence the East ¼ corner of Sec. 27, Twp. 1 N., R. 90 W. of the 6th P.M. bears North 75 degrees 14’ East, 1,739.5 feet. iv. 
Source: Marvine Creek and Johnson Creek (also known as Hammond Creek), both tributaries to the White River. v. Appropriation Date: May 1, 1978. vi. Amount: 57 acre 
feet, with right to fill and refill. vii. Use: Pursuant to the decree in Case No. 98CW76, the water right was decreed absolute for purposes of fish culture, piscatorial and rec-
reational. Remaining conditional uses include domestic, commercial, irrigation. B. Barbour Pond First Enlargement. i. Date of Original Decree: October 19, 1998, Case No. 
98CW76, Water Court, Division No. 5, State of Colorado. ii. Subsequent Findings of Diligence: November 7, 2005, Case No. 04CW169, Water Court, Division No. 5, State 
of Colorado. January 5, 2015, Case No. 11CW25, Water Court, Division No. 5, State of Colorado. iii. Location: The Barbour Pond dam is located in the SW1/4NW1/4, 
Section 26, Township 1 North, Range 90 West, 6th P.M., at a point 2,500 feet from the North line and 250 feet from the West line of said Section 26. The Barbour Pond First 
Enlargement water right diverts from the following locations as set forth in the decree in Case No. 98CW76: a. Barbour South Side Ditch: Headgate No. 1 is located at a 
point on the South bank of Marvine Creek, whence the Southwest corner of Sec. 25, Twp.1 N., R. 90 W. of the 6th P.M. bears South 38 degrees 41’ W., a distance of 1, 018.8 
feet. Headgate No. 2 is located on both banks of Johnson Creek (also known as Hammond Creek) at a point whence the East ¼ corner of Sec. 27, Twp. 1 N., R. 90 W. of the 
6th P.M. bears North 75 degrees 14’ East, 1,739.5 feet. iv. Source: Marvine Creek and Johnson Creek (also known as Hammond Creek), both tributaries to the White River. 
v. Appropriation Date: May 1, 1978. vi. Amount: 7.2 acre feet, with right to fill and refill. vii. Use: Pursuant to the decree in Case No. 98CW76, the water right 
was decreed absolute for purposes of fish culture, piscatorial and recreational. In accordance with the decree entered in Case No. 11CW25, the remaining conditional use is 
irrigation. 4. Detailed outline of what has been done toward completion of the appropriation and application to a beneficial use: A. The Subject Water Rights decreed in Case 
No. 98CW76 are part of the Marvine Ranch Water Supply System, (f.k.a. Diamond M Ranch), an integrated system under § 37-92-301(4)(b), C.R.S. A map identifying the 
various components of Applicant’s Marvine Ranch Water Supply System is attached as Figure 1. During the diligence period, Marvine has continued the development of its 
water supply system. Activities have included, among other things: ongoing repair and maintenance of ditches and diversion structures; and, continued diversion of water and 
beneficial use associated with operation of the overall Marvine Ranch Water Supply System. B. During the prior diligence period, Applicant undertook a major maintenance 
and upgrading project on Ball Lake Reservoir. Applicant engaged a water engineering firm for design and engineering services and to supervise the work to remove sediment 
from the reservoir, to reline the reservoir, to restore and enhance the reservoir’s capacity, and to further address structural issues related to the dam structure. The work was 
successfully completed in 2007 at significant expense, and the reservoir was refilled and disturbed area re-vegetated, and since completion of the project, water stored in the 
reservoir has continuously been put to beneficial use. C. During the diligence period, Applicant has continued to use water from Ball Lake Reservoir to irrigate grass and 
fields in the cabin and barbeque area every growing season. Applicant also used water from Ball Lake Reservoir to irrigate a larger area around Ball Lake Reservoir. Applicant 
has also used water from Barbour Pond to irrigate grass and fields surrounding Barbour Pond and to irrigate newly planted trees around Barbour Pond. D. During the diligence 
period, Applicant has continued its practice of controlled burning of grasses in and around the relevant dam and ditch structures and the storage facilities themselves, includ-
ing both Ball Lake Reservoir and Barbour Pond. Upon completion of these controlled burning activities, Applicant has beneficially used water pumped from Ball Lake 
Reservoir and Barbour Pond to irrigate the relevant burn areas. These activities have occurred annually during the diligence period. E. During the diligence period, Applicant 
has continued operations of its commercial livestock business. Each year during the diligence period, Applicant moved cattle to and from summer pasture locations to the 
Marvine Ranch before said livestock are sold or sent to winter pasture grounds. When on the Marvine Ranch property, commercial livestock graze and drink water from the 
Ball Lake Reservoir and Barbour Pond. The area of Ball Lake Reservoir is used as a gathering pasture for livestock every fall for the commercial livestock business, and Ball 
Lake Reservoir is then used for commercial livestock watering. F. In addition to the activities identified above, during the diligence period, Applicant has continued to use 
water diverted in priority and stored in accordance with the Ball Lake Reservoir First Enlargement water right for domestic use purposes in and around the cabin and BBQ 
shelter area structure adjacent to Ball Lake Reservoir. G. The Applicant has consistently and steadily worked to complete the appropriation of the structures for use in the 
integrated water supply for Applicant’s property for the conditionally decreed uses. Both structures continue to be maintained and repaired, continue to be used for the uses 
decreed absolute, and have been beneficially used for certain of the conditionally decreed uses set forth above. 5. Water applied to beneficial use: Pursuant to a 2014 amend-
ment to § 37-92-103(4), C.R.S., “beneficial use” includes “the impoundment of water for firefighting or storage for any purpose for which an appropriation is lawfully made, 
including recreational, fishery, or wildlife purposes.” During prior diligence periods and the current diligence period, Applicant has stored water in priority in both Ball Lake 
Reservoir and Barbour Pond. Annual storage volume records are attached as an exhibit to this application. Stored water has subsequently been used or released for decreed 
beneficial purposes. During the diligence period, water has been released from both Ball Lake Reservoir and Barbour Pond for irrigation uses in and around the reservoirs. 
Moreover, water stored in Ball Lake is piped to a nearby BBQ shelter area on the Marvine Ranch and used for domestic purposes. Lastly, water stored in Ball Lake has 
provided a drinking water supply to commercial cattle kept on the Marvine Ranch during the diligence period. Each of these beneficial uses have occurred following storage 
during the current and prior diligence periods. As a result, Applicant seeks to make all the remaining conditional uses absolute. 6. Name(s) and address(es) of owner(s) or 
reputed owners of the land upon which any new diversion or storage structure, or modification to any existing diversion or storage structure is or will be constructed or upon 
which water is or will be stored, including any modification to the existing storage pool: The dam structures related to the Subject Water Right is located on lands owned by 
the Applicant. As a result, no additional notice by certified or register mail, as set forth in § 37-92-302(2)(b), C.R.S., is required in this instance. 7. Remarks or other pertinent 
information: The Subject Water Right is located within the White River drainage basin. In accordance with the Colorado Supreme Court’s Order of April 23, 2009, this 
application is filed with the Water Court, Water Division No. 6. WHEREFORE, Applicant requests the Court to enter its decree and ruling as follows: A. To take judicial 
notice of decrees entered in Case No. 04CW69 and 11CW25 with respect to in priority storage of the Subject Water Rights; B. To enter a finding that the Subject Water 
Rights have been diverted and applied to beneficial use and that the Subject Water Rights have become fully absolute by reason of the completion of the appropriation. C. In 
the alternative, to enter a finding that the Applicant has been reasonably diligent as to the remaining conditionally decreed beneficial uses of the Subject Water Rights and a 
enter a ruling that a subsequent showing of diligence for the conditional water right be made six years from the date of entry of a decree of diligence in this matter.

20CW3052 RIO BLANCO COUNTY.  Curtis Creek, trib. of White River.  Application for Absolute Surface Water Rights. Applicant: Nine Mile Ranch, LLC, c/o Sara M. 
Dunn, Balcomb & Green, P.C., P.O. Drawer 790, Glenwood Springs, CO 81602; 970-945-6546; sarad@balcombgreen.com.  Claim for Absolute Surface Water Right: Name 
of Structure:  Blue Spring.  Location:  The spring is located in the NE1/4SW1/4 of Sec. 21, T. 2 N., R. 93 W., 6th P.M. at a pt. 2,920 ft. South of the North line and 1,830 
ft. East of the West line of said Sec. 21. (UTM X 258618.9  Y 4445729.6 NAD 83).  Source:  Spring water trib. to Curtis Creek, trib. to the White River.  Uses: To fill and 
refill Northern Pond C for subsequent uses decreed to the Northern Pond C in Case No. 79CW0342, District Court Water Division No. 5, and fire protection. Amount: 45 
g.p.m., absolute.  Date of Appropriation:  8/2/1979 by construction of the Northern Pond C, which is filled in part with the Blue Spring.  Date Water First Put to Beneficial
Use: 8/18/1980, through construction of a concrete spring box and pipeline from the spring box. Name(s) and address(es) of owner(s) or reputed owner(s) of the land upon
which any new or existing  diversion or storage structure, or modification to any existing diversion or storage structure is or will be constructed or upon which water is or
will be stored, including any modification to the existing storage pool.  Applicant.  3 pgs., 1 Exhibit 3 Pgs.

The water right claimed by this application may affect in priority any water right claimed or heretofore adjudicated within this division and owners of affected 
rights must appear to object and protest within the time provided by statute, or be forever barred.

You are hereby notified that you will have until the last day of January 2021 to file with the Water Court a Verified Statement of Opposition, setting forth facts as to why a 
certain Application should not be granted or why it should be granted only in part or on certain conditions.  A copy of such Statement of Opposition must be served on the 
Applicant or the Applicant’s Attorney, with an affidavit or certificate of such service being filed with the Water Court, as prescribed by Rule 5, C.R.C.P.  The filing fee for 
the Statement of Opposition is $192.00, and should be sent to the Clerk of the Water Court, Division 6, 1955 Shield Dr. Unit 200, Steamboat Springs, CO  80487.

MARY ANN NINGER
CLERK OF COURT
ROUTT COUNTY COMBINED COURT
WATER DIVISION 6
/s/ Carmma L. Parkison 
Deputy Court Clerk

Published December 17, 2020 in the Rio Blanco Herald Times 

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF RIO 

BLANCO COUNTY, COLORADO HEARING
Notice is hereby given that on Thursday, January 
26, 2021 the Rio Blanco County Board of 
County Commissioners will hold a public hearing 
beginning at 11:00 a.m. in the Rio Blanco County 
Historic Courthouse, 555 Main Street, 3rd Floor 
Commissioner Meeting Room, Meeker, Colorado to 
consider the following:
Sheep Creek Minor Subdivision PSUB-0006-
20.  The applicant is requesting to subdivide the 
property into two lots. The property is located at 

38527 County Road 33, Meeker Colorado, Lying 
within Tract 104 of the 1908 GLO Resurvey, aka: in 
Sections 29 & 32, T1N, R94W.
Address – 38527 Highway 13, Meeker Colorado.
Copies of the documents may be obtained from 
the Rio Blanco County Planning Department at 555 
Main Street in Meeker, Colorado, or you may call 
(970) 878-9510 for more information between the 
hours of 8:00 am and 5:00 pm.
Published: December 17, 24, 31, 2020, January 7, 
14 and 21, 2021
Rio Blanco Herald Times

PUBLIC NOTICE
RIO BLANCO COUNTY PLANNING 

COMMISSION HEARING
Notice is hereby given that on Thursday, January 7, 
2021 the Rio Blanco County Planning Commission 
will hold a public hearing beginning at 7:00 p.m. 
in the Rio Blanco County Historic Courthouse, 
555 Main Street, 3rd Floor Commissioner Meeting 
Room, Meeker, Colorado to consider the following:
Sheep Creek Minor Subdivision PSUB-0006-
20.  The applicant is requesting to subdivide the 
property into two lots. The property is located at 

38527 County Road 33, Meeker Colorado, Lying 
within Tract 104 of the 1908 GLO Resurvey, aka: in 
Sections 29 & 32, T1N, R94W.
Address – 38527 Highway 13, Meeker Colorado.
Copies of the documents may be obtained from 
the Rio Blanco County Planning Department at 555 
Main Street in Meeker, Colorado, or you may call 
(970) 878-9510 for more information between the 
hours of 8:00 am and 5:00 pm.
Published: December 17, 24, 31 and 2020, January 
7, 2021
Rio Blanco Herald Times

RANGELY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
(TOWN COUNCIL)

The Regular Town Council Meeting of December 
22, 2020 will be cancelled. The next regularly 
scheduled meeting will be held Tuesday, January 
12, 2021 at 7:00pm.
Thank You!
By: Marybel Cox, Clerk/Treasurer
Published: December 17, 2020
Rio Blanco Herald Times

Board of County Commissioners of
Rio Blanco County, Colorado

Rio Blanco County Historic Courthouse
555 Main Street, 3rd Floor Hearing Room

Meeker, Colorado 81641
To attend by phone, please call 970-878-9432

December 22, 2020
1. 11:00 a.m. Call to order:
A. Pledge of Allegiance
B. Changes to the December 22, 2020 Agenda
C.    Move to approve the December 22, 2020 
Agenda including any changes.
2.    Consent Agenda
A.    Move to approve the below listed items on 
the Consent Agenda.
B.    Meeting Minutes of December 15, 2020
3.    BUSINESS
A.    CDHS Certification of Compliance with County 
Personnel and Merit System for the Year 2021.
B.    Colorado Retirement Association Retirement 
Plan and Trust Agreement.
C.    Colorado Retirement Association Deferred 
Compensation Plan.
D.    Granting all Rio Blanco County employees, 
except those employed at the Sheriff’s office,  
December 24, 2020 off as a paid holiday in 
recognition of their service.
E.    Single Audit Engagement Letter with Paul D. 
Miller CPA, LLC, Certified Accountant, to provide 
audit and review services of fiscal year 2020 

accountant reports.
F.    Certification of Levies and Revenues for Y2021 
according to CRS Section 39-1-111.
G.    Rio Blanco County Personnel Handbook
7.    OTHER BUSINESS
A.    Public Comment
B.   County Commissioners Updates
Adjourn
The next regular Board meeting is tentatively 
scheduled for January 12, 2021 in the Rio Blanco 
County Historic Courthouse, 555 Main St., 3rd Floor 
Hearing Room, Meeker, CO 81641.  Please check 
the County’s website for information at http://rbc.
us/186/Board-of-County-Commissioners. If you 
need special accommodations please call 970-878-
9431 in advance of the meeting so that reasonable 
accommodations may be made.
Published: December 17, 2020
Rio Blanco Herald Times

Year 2021 Blasting Schedule
Colowyo Coal Company L.P. hereby publishes the 
following blasting schedule for the 2021 year.
1.  Identification of blasting areas: During the 
2021 year, blasting will be conducted within the 
following areas:
T3N, R93W, 6th P.M., Moffat and Rio Blanco 
Counties, Colorado
W1/2 of Section 3,
E1/2 of Section 4,
S1/2 of Section 9,
W1/2 of Section 10,
W1/2 of Section 16,
All of Section 17,
E1/2 of Section 19,
All of Section 20,
NW1/4 of Section 21
T4N, R93W, 6th P.M., Moffat County, Colorado
S1/2SW1/4, SW1/4SE1/4 of Section 16,
SE1/4NE1/4, SE1/4, SE1/4SW1/4 of Section 20,
W1/2NW1/4, N1/2NE1/4 of Section 21,
W1/2, E1/2NE1/4, and E1/2SE1/4 of Section 22,
W1/2 of Section 27,
NW1/4NW1/4 of Section 29,
All of Section 30,
NW1/4NW1/4 of Section 31,
W1/2 of Section 34
T3N, R94W, 6th P.M., Moffat County, Colorado
W1/2 of Section 1,
All of Section 2,
E1/2 of Section 3,
N1/2 of Section 11
T4N, R94W, 6th P.M., Moffat County, Colorado
S1/2 of Section 25,
S1/2 of Section 26,
E1/2 of Section 34,
All of Section 35,
All of Section 36
2.  Time of blast: Blasting operations will be 
conducted daily between sunrise and sunset.
3.  All mine roads to blast areas will be blocked 
at least ten minutes prior to the blast by manned 
vehicles having radio communication with the 
Blasting Foreman. The blast areas will be cleared 
by the Blasting Foreman. 
4.  Audible Warning Signals:
Before blast signal: Four series of three short 
sirens, then four series of three long sirens.

RIO BLANCO COUNTY
NOTICE OF FINAL CONTRACTOR SETTLEMENT

2020 RIO BLANCO COUNTY BRIDGE 
MAINTENANCE PROJECT

NOTICE is hereby given that on the 11 th day of 
January, 2020 at Meeker, Colorado, final settlement 
will be authorized by the Rio Blanco County Board 
of County Commissioners with Western Gravel 
Constructors of 3001 N Townsend, Montrose, CO 
81401 for all work done by said CONTRACTOR 
on the project known as 2020 Rio Blanco County 
Bridge Maintenance Project.
1) Any person, co-partnership, association, or 
corporation who has an unpaid claim against the 
said project may at any time, up to and including 
the date specified in item 2 below, file a VERIFIED 
STATEMENT of the amount due and unpaid on 
account of such claims.
2) All such claims shall be filed with Van Pilaud, 
County Engineer, Rio Blanco County Road & 
Bridge Department, 570 2 nd Street, Meeker, 
Colorado 81641 on or before December 30, 2020 
at 4:00 P.M.
3) Failure on the part of a creditor to file such a 
statement will relieve Rio Blanco County from any 
and all liability for such claim.
Dated at Meeker, Colorado this 17th day of 
December, 2020.
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF RIO 
BLANCO COUNTY
BY JEFF RECTOR, CHAIRMAN
First Publication: 12/17/20
Last Publication: 12/24/20
Published: December 17 and 24, 2020
Rio Blanco Herald Times

After blast all clear signal: The Blasting Foreman 
will check the blast and report the all clear to 
barricade crews, followed by a single, long siren.
5.  Blasting may not be conducted at times different 
from those announced in this blasting schedule 
except in emergency situations where rain, 
lightning, other atmospheric conditions, or Operator 
or public safety requires unscheduled detonation. 
Published: December 17, 2020
Rio Blanco Herald Times

http://www.theheraldtimes.com
http://www.ht1885.com/subscribe
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BUSINESS  SERVICE

Casey Tech Services, LLC
For ALL

your local computer 
support needs!

MARTY CASEY
970.878.4650

support@caseytechservices.com

• Computer Diagnostics & Repair

• Virus & Spyware Clean-up &
Removal

• Audio/Visual Cabling & Consulting

• Residential & Business
Networking Solutions

Family Automotive

It’s not rocket science.

262 6th Street | PO Box 476 | Meeker, CO 81641

970-878-5606
Complete Automotive Repairs

Computer Diagnostics | Machining | Fabricating | Welding

Phil Mass
Mike Mohr

The Blind Guy Shades, LLC
Bringing Shade to Your Life

Regas K Halandras
Owner

PO Box 677
Meeker, CO 81641

970-629-9714
BlindGuyShades@gmail.com
www.skandiawf.com

-Custom Window Coverings
-Add Beauty to Any Window
-Increased Energy Effi ciency
-Shades, Shutters, Blinds
-Horizontal, Vertical, Black-Out
-Wood & Fabric
-Made in the USA

Kent Trunck | 720.276.3293 | catrimcon@gmail.com

Home Repairs
Renovations

Carpentry, Cabinets, 
Tile & More

Windows
Doors

Call 970-878-4017 or email ads@ht1885.com for more info.

Auto Glass Auto Body
Chip Repair Spray-In Bedliners

43904 highway 13
(located behind
Samuelson Hardware)

970-878-0000

Farm Bureau Insurance

James A. Amick
Agent
James.Amick@cfbmic.com

733 Main St.• PO Box 659• Meeker
Office: 970-878-3664  Fax: 970-878-3415  Cell: 970-942-8524

970-629-3605 • 970-439-5025
303 W. Main St., Rangely

BRENTON SERVICE COMPANY
Electrical • Refrigeration • Heating

Cooling • HVAC • Appliance Repair

Commercial • Residential • Industrial
24 HOUR SERVICE

Stewart Welding
98 County Road 46

• Trailer Axles & Accessories •
24 - Hour Service on Welding & Machine Work

Reflex Spray On Bedliner Dealer

Certified Oilfield Welders
Ed Stewart: 675-2063
SHOP PHONE: 675-8720

Our readers are
 your customers!

Advertise here for just $15/week!

ads@ht1885.com | 970.878.4017

WWW.CIMARRONTELECOMMUNICATIONS.COM

345 7th Street
Meeker, CO 81641

970-878-4421

YOUR LOCALLY OWNED
HIGH SPEED INTERNET SERVICE PROVIDER

Critters R Us Pest Control
Personal/Livestock & Property Protection | Wildlife Enhancement & Animal Exlusion Systems

BUGS, BED BUGS, 
FLIES, SPIDERS &

CRITTERS

Mice, bats, birds, beavers, 
squirrels, skunks, raccoons, 

voles, snakes & more!

Serving 
North West, Western, 

Central Colorado, 
Southwest Wyoming 

& More

970-824-5505
Cell 970-620-1454

Solutions to Your 
Pest & Nuisance 
Wildlife Problems

Member Colorado Wildlife 
Control Operators Association

Insured, Licensed by the 
Colorado Department of 

Agriculture #14056

KEVIN AMACK, AGENT
Rangely l Meeker

675-5455 878-4036

RIO BLANCO COUNTY

ELECTRICAL WORK
OF ALL KINDS

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

739 East Main Street, Rangely • 563 Market Street, Meeker

675-8368 • Alan Ducey • 878-4144
24-HOUR SERVICE

DUCEY’S
ELECTRIC

RANGELY

MEEKER

The HT is now offering:
Graphic design, Print and Digital Campaigns, Ad Design, Social Media 
Management, SEO, Branding, Brand Strategy, Logos, Video, Signage, 
Banners, Posters, Business Cards, Booklets, Brochures, and more! 
Select any option you need or choose a package!

Call or email to set up a  FREE consultation! 
ads@ht1885.com or 970.878.4017

ADD YOUR LISTING FOR $15/WEEK. FREE COLOR AND AD DESIGN INCLUDED!

FIREWOOD

635 E. Market St., Meeker

● $165.00 per cord or $1.30/cf ●
● Assorted hardwoods ●

● U Select, Load & Haul ●

HOURS: 
Sat. 

9a-12p

Let people know what 
you have to offer.

Advertise here for just $15/week!

ads@ht1885.com | 970.878.4017

Your Locally-owned Internet Service Provider
Meeker & Rangely • (970)878-4421

Our readers are 
your customers!

Advertise here for just $15/week!
ads@ht1885.com | 970.878.4017
PO BOX 720, MEEKER, CO 81641

Targeted advertising for your 
target market.

Advertise here for just $15/week!
ads@ht1885.com | 970.878.4017
PO BOX 720, MEEKER, CO 81641

Put your ads where the
people are ...

ads@ht1885.com | 970.878.4017
PO BOX 720, MEEKER, CO 81641

970.878.4017 | ADS@HT1885.COM
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635 E. Market St., Meeker
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● Assorted hardwoods ●
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Let people know what 
you have to offer.

Advertise here for just $15/week!

ads@ht1885.com | 970.878.4017

Only 43% of people trust digital ads.

82%  trust print.
Make the power of print work for you 

with your community newspaper.

Email ads@ht1885.com or 
call 970-878-4017 to get started.

Colorado Statewide
Classified Advertising
Network

Cash for Mineral Rights
Free, no-risk, cash offer. Contact us with the 

details:
Call: 720-988-5617

Write: Minerals, PO BOX 3668, 
Littleton, CO 80161

Email: opportunity@ecmresourcesinc.com

WANTED COLORADO PRESS
 ASSOCIATION NETWORK

Buy a 25-word statewide classified line ad in 
newspapers across the state of  

Colorado for just $300 per week. Ask about 
our frequency discounts! 

Contact this newspaper or call 
Colorado Press Association Network 

303-571-5117

To place a 25-word COSCAN Network ad in 91 Colorado 
newspapers for only $300, contact your local newspaper or 
call Colorado Press Association Network at 303-571-5117.

Commercial
Equestrian

Hobby Shops

Agricultural
Garages

And More!

S T R U C T U R E S

NE and Western IA
402-426-5022

Eastern CO
970-230-2052

Wisconsin
608-988-6338

www.GingerichStructures.com

ADA/EOE
Subject to change at any time!

For details and an application, please 
visit our website at Meeker.k12.co.us

or Meeker School District Administration 
at 555 Garfield St., Meeker, CO

 970-878-9040

Employment Opportunities

MEEKER
SCHOOL
DISTRICT 
RE-1

District
· Food Service Cook
· Substitute Teacher

Barone Middle School
· Co-Head Coach Boys’ Basketball

MMEEEEKKEERR
SSCCHHOOOOLL  
DDIISSTTRRIICCTT  
RREE--11

SScchhooooll  BBuuss
RRoouuttee//AAccttiivviittyy//SSuubbssttiittuuttee  DDrriivveerr

Meeker School District Re-1 
is seeking individuals to drive a 
school bus route and activity trips 
beginning with the 2020-2021 
school year.  While it is preferred 
that applicants hold a current 
CDL Class B P2S license, the dis-
trict will train approved appli-
cants in obtaining this license.

For job requirements, details 
and an application, please visit 
Meeker.k12.co.us or Meeker 
School District Administration, 
555 Garfield St., Meeker, CO.
Review of applications will begin immedi-

ately and close when position is filled.
ADA/EOE

997700--887788--99004400

PIONEERS MEDICAL 
CENTER

With the growth of  Pioneers Medical Center & Colorado 
Advanced Orthopedics Sports Medicine & Spine, we are 

excited to fill the following positions:

FULL TIME (Eligible for Benefits)
• Patient Care Tech
• Development Coordinator
• Registered Nurse Acute Care/ED
• Certified Nurse Aide - Home Health
• Home Health Care Services Director
• Meals on Wheels Volunteers
• Medical Laboratory Technician
• Pharmacy Technician
• Central Sterile Processing Tech
• Registered Nurse - Surgical Unit

To see full list of  open positions, see our website or 
scan the code below.

Complete an application online by scanning the 
code above or by navigating to

www.pioneershospital.org

CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED

Joe Fennessy
Your Local Attorney

Wills, Medical Powers, Trusts, 
Real Estate, Minerals, Deeds, Probate

PO Box 1518; 613 Park Avenue
Meeker, Colorado 81641-1518

TEL: 970-878-4783 FAX: 970-878-5494
Text 970-220-2529

Joe@Fennessylaw.com

bit off a little more than you can chew?

chance of all trades
maintenance, repairs, RENOVATIONS and PRETTY MUCH ANYTHING ELSE 

YOU CAN THINK OF. HOME OR BUSINESS. TALK OR TEXT. 970.220.2228

WRECKED IT?
I ' LL FIX IT !

304 4th St.
PO Box 720
Meeker, CO

970-878-4017

ht1885.com

By reading this 
community 
newspaper, 
you:
➯ engage in your 
community in a 
meaningful way
➯ enhance your 
knowledge on a 
variety of topics
➯ help hold local 
governments 
accountable
➯ expand your mind 
by hearing different 
perspectives
➯ are more likely 
to invest in your 
community by 
shopping locally 
(read the ads, 
peeps!)

All for less than 
$4 a month.

Senior Housing Apartments
White River Village Apartments

Apartment available for rent!
Rent is determined by income for those who qualify.

The Following criteria must be met:
Elderly (Senior Citizen)

A person who is at least 62 years old;
An individual with a disability; 

or an individual with a handicap.
For more information contact Janet Miller at 

970-675-8476.
This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

SUPER SECRET CODE MESSAGE:
THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING COMMUNITY JOURNALISM!

WE APPRECIATE YOU!

http://www.meeker.k12.co.us
http://www.meeker.k12.co.us
www.pioneershospital.org
www.rbc.us
mailto:hr%40rbc.us?subject=
http://www.theheraldtimes.com/subscribe
http://www.newshowerdeal.com/rbht
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SILVER SAGE RV PARK RV 
314 E. Main Street. 
RV Spaces for rent. 

Managers: Dan & Debbie Shadlow 
(970)675-2259 or cell: (253)222-3261 or 

(253)222-3469

Rangely Duplex for Rent 1 or 2 bedroom 
duplex -Newly remodeled & landscaped. 
Please contact Rodney 970-462-6538 or Sandy 
970-462-6459.

SPACIOUS 2BD/1BA apartments available 
immediately. Owner pays trash, sewer, water 
and heating. Coin operated laundry on-site. 
$550/$600 monthly. 970-756-4895.

Commercial office space available in Hugus 
Building, downtown Meeker. 878-4138.

STORAGE DEPOT 10x25 unit. 878-4808.

AVAILABLE NOW: Beautiful retail space 
downtown at 6th and Main in the historic 
Hugus Building. Call 970-878-4138 for details.

Storage units for rent in Meeker. 
Rocky Mountain Storage 

1251 Market St. 
10x10 $50 per mo
5x10 $40 per mo

970-878-3700

ASK ABOUT OUR CNC MACHINING Can’t 
get a metal part? We can make all kinds of 
parts. We have CNC Machine equipment, 
lathe and tooling to do the job. Contact 
Phil at Family Automotive and Machine. 
(970)878-5606. 

MISCELLANEOUS

RENTALS: RANGELY

RENTALS: MEEKER RENTALS: MEEKER
CLEAN REMODELED 2BD apartments, in-
house laundry, storage units available, close 
to shopping and the downtown area & more. 
$625 per month. Western Exposures Realty 
LLC (970) 321-2777.

FOR SALE

HHHHH
Western Slope In-Home Care 

www.westernslopehomecare.com
970-878-7008

ELDER CARE SERVICESANNOUNCEMENTS ANNOUNCEMENTS

SAFEHOUSE 
If you are being abused physically or 

mentally, you can call SAFEHOUSE for 
confidential shelter and help.

878-3131

Veterans Service Offices Rio Blanco County: 
Veterans Service Officer - Joe Dungan, 
Wednesday, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m., County 
Administration Building, 200 Main Street Suite 
300, Meeker. 878-9690 office, 878-3219 home. 
Fax 878-9581. Rangely: Veterans Service 
Officer - Hoot Gibson, Tuesday and Thursday, 1 
p.m. to 3 p.m., County Annex, 17497 State Hwy 
64, Rangely. 878-9695 office, 675-2669 home. 

New Eden Pregnancy Care Services - 
pregnancy tests, emergency supplies, 
guidance by trained volunteers, classes on 
pregnancy and child care, post-abortion 
support, referrals.
Meeker: Thursdays, Noon to 5 p.m., 345 Main 
Street, Meeker. Email: newedenpcs@gmail.
com or (970)878-5117 
Rangely: Mondays, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
Thursdays, 1 p.m. to 7 p.m., 219 Sunset 
Avenue Rangely. Email: newedenrangely@
gmail.com or (970) 675-2300. All services 
are confidential. 

AA & Al-Anon Meetings - Rangely Alcoholics 
Anonymous - Open meetings Tues & Thurs, 7 
p.m., 115 Kennedy Dr., St. Timothy’s Episcopal 
Church, Rangely. 
Al-Anon meets Monday, 8:15 p.m., 207 S. 
Sunset, 1st Baptist Church, Rangely. Al-Anon 
info call 970-629-5064 or 970-629-2970. 
Women’s NA/AA meetings, Monday 1:30 p.m., 
St. Timothy’s. 

RIO BLANCO Masonic Lodge #80 meets 
2nd and 4th Thursday, 7:00 p.m., at 7th and 
Park, Meeker. 

RBC | Attention Rio Blanco County Veterans: 
Veterans may be eligible for mileage 
reimbursement for travel costs to receive VA 
medical care. If you do not currently receive 
VA travel compensation please contact the 
Rio Blanco County Veterans Service offices. 
Rangely: John ‘Hoot’ Gibson, 970-878-9695. 
Meeker: Joe Bob Dungan, 970-878-9690. Travel 
compensation is made possible through the 
Veterans Trust Fund Grant and VFW Post 5843.

❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

Shopping for Christmas Locally? 
Window shop The Upstairs Gallery

Christmas Shop in the Hugus window. 
Text or voicemail your order

with your name and items numbers.
970-779-9375 

Pick up- 594 Main St door!

Rangely Victim Services: An open door 
for the protection and care of abused and 
battered persons. Non-emergency call 
629-9691. Emergencies call 911. Providing 
assistance for victims of violent crimes. FOR SALE ~ PELLET STOVE

Worked the last time we used it, has been in 
storage. New $2,500, selling for $500. Will 
deliver in Meeker. Call or text 970-220-2228.

Nice quiet out of town two bedroom two bath 
house for rent. 970-878-4320.

 RIO BLANCO HERALD TIMES SUBSCRIPTION FORM
Name _____________________________________________________________
Mailing Address____________________________________________________
Telephone Number _________________________________________________
Email address _____________________________________________________

Are  you gifting this subscription to someone else? Please provide their info. below.
Name _____________________________________________________________
Mailing Address_____________________________________________________

Check one:
❑ I am including a check with this form. Please make checks payable to the Herald Times.

❑ Please charge my credit card (please circle which option you'd prefer in the table to the right  >>>>>>>>>>)

Card# _______________________________________________   Ex._______   3-digit code_______
Billing Address_____________________________________________________________________

Return this form to Rio Blanco Herald Times, PO Box 720, Meeker, CO 81641 with your 
payment. Questions? Call 970-878-4017 or email accounts@ht1885.com.

IN-COUNTY OUT-OF-
COUNTY

6 MONTHS: 
$25

6 MONTHS: 
$35

ONE YEAR: 
$40

ONE YEAR: 
$60

TWO YEARS: 
$75

TWO YEARS: 
$110

ONLINE 
ONLY: $25

ONLINE 
ONLY: $25
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REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE  
CORNERCORNER

Ma Famiglia 
Italian Restaurant

410 Market St. Business & Real Estate. 
Turnkey & Profitable. $695,000

RESIDENTIAL
NEW HOME! 1150 Bissell Circle-3BD/2BA, 
1898 sq. ft. home with 2 car garage on 
a corner lot. Beautiful view of the White 
River Valley!  SALE PENDING! Reduced 
to $345,000.

RANCHES
NEW! Ranch with lots of irrigation water, 
meadows, gravel, pond and White River 
frontage west of Meeker. $900,000. Call for 
details!
NEW! 10,225 steel shop building with 14’ 
OH Doors on 25.185 acres west of Meeker.
Could be a part of great shop house. Has well 
water. $600,000. Call for details!
1001 County Rd. 36, Meeker - 145± acre 
ranch with 4 BD/3BA home, metal insulated 
shop, insulated barn and pipe corrals. Mostly 
irrigated with water and spring rights and 
creek. Only 3 miles from town. $1,100,000.

VACANT LAND
Vacant lot – 1176 Main St. Reduced to 
$19,500 PENDING
NEW Lot 8 – 1176 Main St., $27,500 
PENDING
5 acres vacant land in Cross L Estates – 
Realtor Owned, Owner Financing. $56,000.
Sanderson Hills Lots – Great building sites! 
REDUCED! $28,000/ea.
COMMERCIAL
NEW-White River Condominiums on 680 
Water St. 19 Units for sale with adjoining 
common area, park with access to the White 
River.  Call for detail!
975 Market St. – Commercial Property 
located on prime corner location on Highway 
13. $200,000. SALE PENDING!

All advertising is subject to errors, omissions, or changes without notice.

 

ONEA MILLER ~ Broker 
oneamiller@gmail.com

970-321-2777

1033 W. Market St. Meeker, CO
www.westernexposures.com
970.878.5877

All advertising is subject to errors, omissions 
or changes without notice.

Great things are coming!

(970)878-7700 
streamline-realty.com

Dear Community,
We are delighted to announce 

Streamline Realty, an independent 
local realty firm with the same great 
team and a brand new location. Our 
office at 600 Main Street in Meeker 
will be undergoing renovations over 
the next few months.

Suzan, Bailey and John
Streamline Realty 

~ Stay tuned!

brooksrealtymeeker.com
(970)878-5858 or (970)756-8870 cell

u NEW! 50 E. Garfield — 2 1/2 lots. Older home w/ many upgrades. 2 BD, 1 BA, 1 
car garage. $115,000.
u 1298 Cleveland St. — 4 BD, 2 BA frame built home, 768 SF garage. Quiet loca-
tion and fenced backyard. $320,000. SALE PENDING! 
u 485 First St. — GREAT location! 3 BDR, 1 1/2 BA. $252,000. SALE PENDING!
u 225 Garfield St. — Sparkling 3 BD, 2 full bath home. SOLD!
u 550 County Rd. 60 — Sportsmans Delight! 103 acres, 4 BD, 2.5 BA. $595,000. SOLD!

Celebrating 20 Years ~ Same office, Same Location!

Meeker, Colorado
970-878-4715

Experience And Expertise Make All The Difference.
Call Steve Wix - Meeker Native, serving buyers & sellers in the 

Meeker area since 1980. Cell 970-629-9990. 
Give me a call and visit web sites at: www.backcountryrealty.com and www.realtor.com

stevewix@backcountryrealty.com
www.backcountryrealty.com

*6500 CR 7- 4 BR, 2 BA home on 2 Acres, 8 miles NW. $299,000. Price Reduced!
*Lots in Rangely- Several 6 & 8 acre lots, one 43 acre lot, on Hwy 64 in east Rangely. Residential, Ag., or Comm/
Ind. Call for maps. Priced from $51,700.
*2101 Meath Dr.- 35 acres in Little Beaver Estates 8 miles east of Meeker. Good pasture. Great views. $89,900.
*TBD CR 44- 15 Acres with river, hay meadow, irrigation. 2 miles west of town. $225,000. SOLD!
*5807 CR 7-  Vacant 20 acre parcel, 9 mi. North, on Strawberry Creek. $75,000. SOLD!
*395 6th St.- Residential/Commercial corner lot near post office. 2 story, 4 BR, 2 BA, beautiful hard wood floors, 
basement. Previously used as offices, retail and residential. Great location. $225,000 SOLD!

PROPERTY FOR SALE:

Member of Craig Board of Realtors & Aspen, Glenwood Springs, Rifle and Craig MLS. 
Providing International Exposure of Our Listings Since 1997!

Get your listings in front of Get your listings in front of 
buyers AND sellers!buyers AND sellers!

  ads@ht1885.comads@ht1885.com or 970.878.4017 or 970.878.4017

Bear Mountain Inn-Income producing Bed&Breakfast w/Apartment Unit+Beautiful Yard......$595,000
73209 Hwy 64 - 11.02 ac w/updated 5BD|2BA|2,032 SF home, good well, heated shop+views.$385,000
410 Cleveland St - 2BD|1.75BA|1,732 SF home with nice views, privacy, storage+Lg. garden.....$270,000
NEW 1022 Julie Cir-3BD|2BA|1,984 SF home w/single car garage, workshop, & Lg.back yard.$256,000
10 E Market St -  Residential/Hwy. Commercial property with Water/Ice vending machine..$250,000
1947 CR 12 - 3BD|1BA Log cabin with vaulted ceiling and fishing access on the White River....$250,000
1959 CR 12 - 3BD|1BA Log cabin offering a rustic charm, fishing, BLM+Forest access nearby..$250,000
NEW 880 Main St - Newly updated 4BD|2BA|2,030 SF home, Lg. lot and guest/rental cabin..$220,000
1042 Park Ave - Classic 2 story 3BD|1BA|2,340 SF home w/ rustic barn, 3 Lg. lots+fruit trees...$195,000
763 12th St.......................................................................................................................................................SALE PENDING
1409 Silver Sage Rd.....................................................................................................................................SALE PENDING

F O R  S A L E  I N  M E E K E R

F O R  S A L E  I N  R A N G E L Y

2534 E. Main St.............................................................................................SOLD

Visit us or Call for Additional Details

Your Trusted Source for Anything and Everything Real Estate

Alpine West Properties

Alex Plumb - Owner/Broker

970-420-8076

sold@alexplumb.realtor

Mallari Arnold - Associate Broker

970-420-0585

mallari.alpinewest@gmail.com

10 E. Market 1947 � 1959  CR 12

Bear Mountain Inn880 Main St 1022 Julie Circle

LLC

410 Cle)eland St.

NEW

1511 La Mesa Cir.

SALE PENDIN�

CABIN #2 AND #/ 

1511 La Mesa Cir - This charming 1,628± sq.ft. Home includes
3BD|2BA, has both living room and family room, beautiful finishes
throughout, large fenced-in back yard with mature trees, plus an
oversized two-car garage with built-in shelving......SALE PENDING

E��UISITE  PROPERT�

FRUIT ORCHARD

PRICE REDUCTION

HOMES ARE STILL SELLIN�

& WE HAVE BUYERS THAT WANT TO BUY!
It's not too late to sell! Please Call or Text Us. 

We are Happy to Help!

NEW

http://www.theheraldtimes.com/subscribe
http://www.westernexposures.com
http://www.streamline-realty.com
http://www.brooksrealtymeeker.com
www.backcountryrealty.com
mailto:ads%40ht1885.com?subject=
http://www.alexplumb.realtor
mailto:kcook%40bankmvb.com?subject=

