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Save the date:
« January Membership Meeting: January
18", 1:00 PM. at 517 Park.
o Agenda - Business
= Membership Sign-in
Pledge & prayer
Board Report
Award Presentation
Election : Alexis Stone
= Adjourn
o Two Gone Guys - Ron Hilkey
o Meal
= Beef Stew -
= Chicken Noodle Soup
Biscuits & Salad
Bring a dessert or appetizer to
share if you want to.

2026 Calendar
Board Meetings
HCC 5:45 PM. November 5
February 5 December 3
March 5
May 5 Membership
April 2 Meetings
May 7 1:00 PM. HCC
June 4 January 18th
July 2 April 19th
August 6 July 19th
September 3 October 18th
October 1
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Sesquicentennial. Semiquincentennial.
Sesquisemiquincentennial.

2026 marks the United States’ 250th
anniversary of the Declaration of Independence
—our nation’s semiquincentennial. Colorado will
mark the 150th anniversary of our entrance into
the Union—our state’s sesquicentennial.
Colorado, the Centennial State, is the only state
to observe twin anniversaries—our
Sesquisemiquincentennial.

As we celebrate this uniquely Colorado
commemoration, we are invited to pause, reflect
upon, and honor Colorado’s shared history as we
imagine our future together through community
events, educational opportunities, statewide
celebrations, and more. The America 250 -
Colorado 150 Commission was established to
guide the commemoration in ways that enable all
Coloradans to participate. We are encouraged
to undertake diverse, imaginative efforts to
remember our shared past and imagine a unified
future.

2026 is an opportunity for us to come together
as we celebrate Colorado by acknowledging our
complete shared history, honor what makes
Colorado unique, and recognize our shared
destiny as we strive toward a more perfect union.

“We acknowledge
that the land
currently known
as Colorado has
been the
traditional
homelands of
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Indigenous
peoples since time
immemorial.”



Year End Summary (Ramblings)_from the Executive Director

As 2025 comes to a close, | am filled with the anticipation of the new year. The long-awaited
anniversary of the founding of our state and our nation is here! We can move into celebration and
commemoration mode. The Sesquisemiquincentennial and the Smithsonian Exhibit will make it a
year to remember. While serving as a 250/150 Advisor to the Great West Region for the past two
years, | have been impressed by the decision-making processes of our state-appointed 250/150
Commission. You will be inspired by the resources and opportunities they have put in place.

While we learn to pronounce the word “Sesquisemiquincentennial,” get ready for the activities
planned and events to bring special meaning to this time in history in our town, our state, and
throughout the nation. | encourage you to check them out at am250/co150 and participate as
much as you are able. The activities we hope to accomplish here in Meeker will be on our website.
Some of them are partnerships with other organizations, and some are just the historical societies.
Your help, support, and input are needed as always. Did | mention that we need you?

2025 taught us many things. | can only speak for myself, but | suspect many of you may find
yourselves thinking the same thing. In August, many of us learned what we were willing to fight for
and who would be willing to fight for us. | learned how deep my passion for this little but mighty
museum is. I've learned that the people of Rio Blanco County will defend their community with
everything they have. | am so grateful to the men and women who worked tirelessly to protect us. |
am so proud to say that | am from Meeker. Our challenge for 2026 is to make sure the world
knows we are open for business.

The historical society has been blessed with continued support from the county, and the town
of Meeker has been gracious in supporting our efforts for the 250/150. Our visitors and members
continue to support us with donations. We have stayed under budget this year with staff, utilities,
and maintenance expenses. The process to raise additional funding to support the projects and
activities of the 250/150 and the Smithsonian Exhibit is ongoing. We will need additional funding
and volunteers to make it all work. That help includes finishing the Heritage Culture Center and
having folks serve as docents for the Smithsonian Exhibit. Please let us know if you would like to
volunteer, and feel free to donate if you can.

We are entering the collection into PastPerfect (museum software), one artifact, index card, and
photo at a time. Authentication, research, and exhibit updates continue. We have had some
amazing additions to the collections. We are also embracing technology by installing a kiosk in the
Garrison and utilizing QR Codes. As we honor the vision of those who founded our museum, the
grant-writing process has challenged us to define the White River Museum, which, uniquely, has
never been a true history or curio museum, and so, officially, is defined as a social history
museum. We are so lucky to have it.

As we move into 2026, we have much to celebrate and commemorate. 2026 is our moment to
shine in the shadow of the fire. We are Meeker, we are pioneers, and we are history. Join me in
2026 to make history happen. X
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The Smithsonian Traveling Exhibit.

A traveling version of the thought-provoking
Smithsonian exhibition “Americans” began a six-
year national tour in August of 2025. Based on
the major exhibition at the Smithsonian’s National
Museum of the American Indian, “Americans”
explores how deeply intertwined American
Indians are in the history, popular culture and
identity of the United States.

Through a collaboration between the
Smithsonian’s Museum on Main Street (MoMS)
and state humanities councils and cultural
organizations, “Americans” will launch
simultaneous yearlong tours of Kansas, Kentucky
and Colorado. um of It opened Sept. 13 at Fort
Garland Museum and Cultural Center in Fort
Garland, Colorado. “Americans” will travel to
small towns across approximately 20 states
throughout the next six years. This exhibit will be
at the White River Museum Heritage Culture
Center from May into July of 2026.

Based on a major exhibition at the National
Museum of the American Indian in Washington,
D.C., “Americans” highlights the ways in which
American Indians have been part of the nation’s
identity since before the country began. Images
of American Indians are everywhere, from
imagery on commercial products and
professional and high school sports mascots, to
classic Westerns and episodes of Seinfeld and
South Park. Indian names are everywhere too,
from state, city and street names to the
Tomahawk missile. Beyond these images and
names are familiar historical events and stories—
Thanksgiving, Pocahontas, the Trail of Tears and
Battle of Little Bighorn—that have become part
of everyday conversation. These images, words
and stories offer insight into how the country’s
history and identity have been influenced by its
relationship with American Indians.

Designed for small-town museums, libraries
and cultural organizations, “Americans” will serve
as a community meeting place for conversations.

With the support and guidance of state
humanities councils, these towns will develop
complementary exhibits, host public programs
and facilitate educational initiatives to further
explore this complicated history and to share
local stories about Native American identity and
representation in American culture.
‘Americans” was developed by the
Smithsonian’s National Museum of the
American Indian. The exhibition was adapted
for travel by MoMS, a collaboration between the
Smithsonian and state humanities councils and
other organizations across the country. Support
is provided by the Smithsonian’s Our Shared
Future: 250, a Smithsonian-wide initiative
commemorating the nation’s 250th. Signature
support for Smithsonian’s Our Shared Future:
250 has been provided by Lilly Endowment Inc.

Please go to
https://www.si.edu/newsdesk/releases/smithsoni
an-traveling-exhibition-explores-prevalence-
american-indian-images-words to find out more.

3 Smithsonian

Volunteers are needed! Whether
vou want to help paint, set up the
exhibit, bake cookies or serve at
an evening event, make Root Beer
Floats or want to serve as a docent
at the museum, Garrison or the
Smithsonian Exhibit, we are
taking applications for volunteers
for 2026. Please drop by and pick
up an application or call us at 970-
878-9982 and ask us to mail or
email you an application.




The White River Museum may seem like a quiet
place where a few folks sit around and tell stories. It
is anything but that. Our museum campus is large,
and so is our collection. There is a lot to do, and we
take our responsibilities seriously. Occasionally, we
get a phone call from people who want to share
stories, correct something they read, or just share a
little more information. We gather a pen and paper
and make a record of those calls. And so it was that
we received a call from a sweet little 95+ year old
lady who wanted to share her story. She is a
descendant of the Reagle family and had lived on
Piceance Creek. She shared a few short stories of
the folks that we might find written about in “Land of
Tall Grass” written by Gracie Petrakian. She wanted
to make sure we made a few clarifications, not to the
book or the story, but to the recipe for Nellie’s
Reagle’s Fruitcake on page 136.

Nellie Reagle’s Fruitecake Revised
1 cup lard
1 cup sugar
1 cup Aunt Dinah molasses
1 rounding teaspoon cinnamon
1 rounding teaspoon cloves
1 rounding teaspoon allspice
11b. canned (eandied) fruit mixture
e e Y 1b. figs - @
) Y 1b. dates e 2 J

5 [b. raisins

1 pinch of salt

11b. walnut meats

1'% cups port wine

3 eggs
34 teaspoon baking soda
Flour- enough to make stiff mixture.
Place in a greased loaf pan.
Bake fruitcake low and slow, typically at 250°F to

300°F for 1.5 to 3 hours till the toothpick comes out
clean.

Elections:

Our bylaws indicate that each
Director shall hold office for the term
for which he or she is elected and
until his or her successor shall have
been elected and qualified. Directors
in the office may be reelected. If a
director desires to continue serving
in their position beyond the limit of
their term and no other nominee has
been presented to fill that position
and no challenge to that position has
been made, no vote is required for
the director to continue in that
position. There will no election
regarding existing board members or
positions as all directors are
choosing to remain in their current
positions for the 2026 year.

We currently have the minimum
number of board members to meet
the directive of our bylaws, (5 to 7)
but have found a candidate that we

believe could serve well on our

board. Her name is Alexis Stone.
She is the co-owner of Off the Olive
Branch and On The Grapevine. She
has studied at Regis, Front Range
Community College and Metro

State. She brings her knowledge
and background in marketing to the

board as well as her passion for

history. Alexis will be available by
Zoom to meet with you at the
January 18" meeting. Ballots will be
available at the Annual Membership
Meeting. Please mark it and bring it
with you to the meeting.



