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Meeker Sportsman's Club re-opens
pistol range with improvements

By LUCAS TURNER
Special to the HT

MEEKER | The glowing cross atop China Wall is a fa-
miliar landmark for Meeker residents, but according to
fire safety mitigation experts, it isn't the only thing
lighting up the region just west of town.

“I think today if you had to ask me what the biggest
priority in the state would be, it would be the Black Di-
amond fire, because we have an unraveling situation
out there,” said Tara Tafi, Senior Project Manager and
Reclamation Specialist for the Inactive Mine Reclama-
tion Program under the Colorado Division of Reclama-
tion, Mining and Safety (DRMS).

Tafi presented an urgent update to the Meeker
Board of Trustees on April 7 regarding the status of the
Black Diamond Mine—an abandoned coal operation
approximately one mile northwest of town that has
been smoldering underground for nearly a century.
An “Unraveling” Situation

While the fire has been active since at least 1930,
recent monitoring data shows a rapid and dangerous
escalation in activity. During a thermal drone survey in
June 2023, the highest recorded vent temperatures
were approximately 150 degrees Fahrenheit. By Janu-
ary 2026, those readings spiked to 850 degrees, and by
the time of the April 7 meeting, Tafi reported that on-
site measurements had climbed to over 1,000 degrees
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Thanks to a grant from Colorado Parks and WIldlife, the Meeker Sports-
man's Club has upgraded its pistol range. According to organizers, the
improvements were specifically designed with several community
groups in mind: youth 4-H shooting sports, local law enforcement agen-
cies for training, and hunter education and concealed carry classes. For
information on joining the Sportman's Club, visit www.meekercol-
oradosportsmansclub.com

Fahrenheit.

This rapid spike is the primary evidence for the
"unraveling" nature of the fire. Meeker’s nearly vertical
coal seams—a hallmark of the Grand Hogback range—
create a “chimney effect,” allowing oxygen to pull deep
into the ground to fuel the fire. As the fire consumes
coal, it creates an underground void that leads to sur-
face subsidence and fractures. These new openings al-
low even more oxygen to reach the fire, creating a self-
sustaining feedback loop that causes the fire to burn
hotter and collapse the ground further.

The visual evidence of this heat is now plain to see
from the air. High-resolution imagery shows a signifi-
cant die-off of timber and grass directly above the fire
expressions. Tafi noted that looking at aerial photos
from 2023 compared to today, the amount of “death in
the timber” is striking, with trees turning red and dying
as the intense heat and noxious gases vent through
their root systems.

Risk and Air Quality

This escalation represents a critical risk because of
the fire's proximity to the community—it is located just
0.6 miles from the nearest residence. Beyond the heat,
the vents release dangerous concentrations of carbon
monoxide, making air quality near the site hazardous.
Tafi warned that her team must carry four gas meters
when approaching the area, serving as a stark re-
minder for local trail users to stay away from the frac-

Prom Royalty
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Members of the Rangely High School prom royalty pose for a photo during prom this past
weekend. Back row, from left: Logan Peterson, Aspen Steele, Jeren Blankenship (prom
king), Kaelyn Geer (prom queen), Aubrey Kenney and Joseph Valdez. Front row: Ryker

Fielder and Collins Lohry.

Prime Rib Dinner;

RIO BLANCO
MASONIC LODGE

Pie Auction
Fundraiser

Sunday, April 19 ~ Doors open at 4 p.m. ~ $35/plate

tures.

The presence of dead, dry fuel directly above 1,000-
degree vents creates a high risk of a surface wildfire ig-
nition, similar to the 2020 Streeter Fire sparked by a
coal seam fire in Moffat County.

Emergency Mitigation Plan

To prevent such a disaster, the state is transitioning
from monitoring to active emergency mitigation. The
planned work, slated to begin around the beginning of
May, is an essential preventative action rather than a

temporary stopgap.

The state intends to clear approximately 1.5 acres of
dead timber and brush above the fire to remove the im-
mediate fuel source. The team also plans to “bench”
back into the hillside, creating a flat area or fire break
designed to catch any hot or burning material that
might roll off the cliff face before it reaches the dry
grasses in the bottom of Anderson Gulch.

Local Logistics and Future Steps

Residents can expect to see heavy equipment, in-
cluding dozers and excavators, in the coming weeks.
Because the previous access route is no longer safe, the
board granted the state permission to use Anderson
Gulch via Hill Street and Ute Park. Tafi noted that they
can get a "low boy" trailer through the gate to unload
equipment without unloading on Main Street. To pre-
vent sign theft and trespassing, the state will install ro-
bust multi-lock gates and warning signs near the BLM

Cont. on Page 2

RBC Commissioners to
discuss term limits; public
hearings scheduled

Special to the HT

MEEKER | The Rio
Blanco County Board of
County Commissioners
has been approached
about the potential elim-
ination of term limits for
the Assessor, Clerk and
Recorder, County Com-
missioner(s) and Trea-
surer.

There will be an ini-
tial discussion of this is-
sue during the Board of
Commissioner’s regular
meeting on Tuesday,
April 14, 2026.

As part of the deci-
sion process, the Board
will hold public hearings
to gather community in-
put on the issue as fol-

lows:

« April 28, 2026 —
Rangely

* May 5, 2026 —
Meeker

If the Commissioners
ultimately decide to re-
fer the proposed ballot
questions, they will ap-
pear on the Nov. 3,
2026, General Election
ballot, allowing Rio
Blanco County voters to
decide whether to main-
tain or remove the cur-
rent two-term limit for
these elected positions.

Please review posted
agendas at https://rbc.
us/129/Agendas for
scheduled public com-
ment sessions and hear-
ings.

Proceeds éma/d
Local
Masonic
scholarships
for

RBC students

4-H Building, 700 Sulphur Creek Rd., Meeker ~ Contact Matthew Griffiths for RSVP/advance tickets, 970.456.5657
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My two favorite men

Dear Editor:

Lately I've been hear-
ing the term “born and
raised here” quite a lot,
as if it is a requirement
for leadership. I do un-
derstand the thought
process of not wanting an
outsider to come into our
beloved community and
start changing all of the
things we love, so to edu-
cate anyone that might
be wondering about my
husband’s history, here is
a little information.

Rich was born in
Roosevelt, Utah, and
moved to Steamboat
when he was 2 years old.
At 5, his stepdad moved
the family to Craig where
Rich grew up a little
north of town on High-
way 13. His stepdad
worked at Peabody Coal.
I met him in Denver
while I was just “passing
through.” When we met,
he asked where I was
from, I told him Meeker,
he said, “Oh, I'm from ,”
and my first response
was “I'm sorry.” We
laughed about that,
knowing that no one gets
to determine where they
are born, they only get to
choose where they stay.

My dad, Rayburn
Cox, was raised in Pao-

nia, and my mom Jeanie
was raised in Gunnison.
They settled in Meeker in
1981 where they raised
their children and loved
this community. I under-
stand the deep pride that
comes with being raised
in Rio Blanco County, it
must be in the water. My
dad’s love for this com-
munity surpassed even
his health. This elevation
was hard on his body, so
he would have to go to
lower elevation from
time to time, but his love
for this place and the
people here always
brought him back.

Before he passed
away in 2004, he started
the Church at Meeker, a
non-denominational
Christian church where
loving God and loving
people were the most im-
portant things. After his
death others took over
his leadership in the
church, in 2015 they were
again looking for a pas-
tor. Rich and I had al-
ways wanted to come
back home. This is the
place we loved.

This is the place
where it all started for us;
we were married 30
years ago in Faith Baptist
Church on the corner of
11th and Garfield, back
when it was still painted

white boards. This was
home.

In January of 2016
we had the opportunity
to return home. Rich
took the pastoral role at
The Church at Meeker,
where he has been able to
continue in this Legacy of
Love. He didn’t just step
into a pulpit; he stepped
into a responsibility to
the people my father
loved so much. He didn’t
just “move here,” he has
faithfully loved and
served this community
for the last decade.

I have had the honor
of standing beside him
for the last 30 years as we
forged a life from scratch.
He wasn'’t privileged to
receive a family business;
he had to make his own.

Learning along the
way, successfully build-
ing businesses, a life, a
family, doing hard things
simply because they were
the right thing to do. I
have seen his leadership
qualities, and he does not
possess those qualities
because of where he
came from, but because
of what he’s come
through. My two favorite
men have more in com-
mon than just their good
looks. They both know
how to love and serve
this community, not be-

cause they were born and
raised here, but because
they chose here.
In loving memory of
Rayburn Cox,
Beth Ford
Meeker

Gutierrez announces
candidacy for
hospital board

Dear Editor:

The Herald Times
has also asked me a few
questions and they are
published in this week’s
newspaper.

If anyone else has
questions they would like
to ask, please reach out
anytime, as I'm easy to
find; either at Wendll’s,
home or photographing a
local sporting event.

Your ballots for the
May 5, 2026, Special Dis-
trict Election will soon be
arriving in your mail-
boxes — your support
and vote would be greatly
appreciated, I thank you
in advance.

Thank you to the vot-
ers of Rio Blanco County
for the opportunity to
earn your support and
your vote for the Eastern
Rio Blanco County
Health Service District
board, which oversees Pi-
oneers Medical Center.

It is a pleasure to
write, I was born in the
“old” Pioneers Hospital
and raised in Meeker,
graduating from Meeker
High School in 1979 and
Mesa State College in
1983 with a bachelor’s
degree in business ad-
ministration and a minor
in marketing. From the
mid-1980s to the mid-
1990s I lived in Steam-
boat Springs, working for
a Xerox sales agent cov-
ering Routt, Moffat, Rio
Blanco, Grand and Jack-
son counties. I later re-
turned to Meeker to work
for the Meeker Chamber
of Commerce and began
writing and photograph-
ing sports for the Rio
Blanco Herald Times. I
joined the newspaper
staff in 2000 and worked
in nearly every part of the
operation — reporting,
photography, advertising,
distribution — and twice

had the privilege of serv-
ing as editor.

One of the greatest
honors of my career was
serving on the Board of
Trustees of the Freeman
Fairfield Trust. Fairfield’s
vision and financial sup-
port helped build Pio-
neers Hospital, which
opened in 1950 to serve
the people of our com-
munity. In a 1950 letter
about the hospital’s mis-
sion, Fairfield wrote, “It
is my belief that the Pio-
neers Hospital should be
maintained and operated
so as to relieve suffering
and save lives. Friend-
ship, politics, religion,
personal power and per-
sonal glory should not
enter into the picture in
the least.” His vision con-
tinues to inspire me.

My wife Wendy, who
founded Wendll’s in
1994, and I have been
married since 2005. To-
gether we have built sev-
eral small businesses, in-
cluding a coffee shop,
Wendll’s White River
Roasters and bobbyg’s
Memories, a community
photo website. Between
us we have three grown
children and eight grand-
children.

These are exciting
times for Pioneers Medi-
cal Center and for our
community. For the past
five years, I've advocated
for returning our hospital
district to a seven-mem-
ber board — just as vot-
ers intended when our
health special district was
created in 2006. Since
February 2025, I've at-
tended every monthly Pi-
oneers board meeting,
and I'm encouraged to
see the board moving
back to seven members.
I'm excited for the oppor-
tunity to run for a seat
and help move our hospi-
tal forward, in a way
which supports financial
stability, accessibility,
affordability and sustain-
able growth.

My interest in serving
on the board is simple:
service to our commu-
nity. I truly believe in the
pioneer spirit of the peo-
ple who live here. This
same spirit has driven my
career, promoting the
people, businesses and
opportunities, which
make our area special.
Now I want to use my ex-
perience and communi-
cation skills to help our
community continue to
grow and thrive in these
exciting times.

One key priority is
keeping more of the rev-
enue generated by our
community hospital here
at home. Strengthening
Pioneers Medical Center

as a cornerstone of our
local economy will help
ensure it remains one of
the best medical facilities
in northwest Colorado. A
Pioneers Medical Center
ad in the Feb. 5 issue of
the Rio Blanco Herald
Times highlighted the
hospital’s economic im-
pact. According to the ad,
six new full-time jobs at
the hospital generate 31
indirect jobs and two in-
duced jobs — 39 total —
contributing $18.9 mil-
lion in direct financial
support to the commu-
nity.

For more than 25
years as a sports writer,
community photogra-
pher, newspaper editor
and for the past 17 years,
a business owner, I've
worked to promote the
people and opportunities
in this region. I will con-
tinue doing so regardless
of the outcome of this
election because I believe
in this community and its
future. If elected, I would
also support policies that
convert more than 35
current contracted posi-
tions into full-time local
jobs and help fill the 40-
plus openings currently
listed on the Pioneers
Medical Center website.
According to the hospi-
tal’s economic impact
data, filling those posi-
tions could create more
than 480 direct and indi-
rect jobs and generate
more than $236 million
in direct financial sup-
port for our community.

Thanks again to all
eastern Rio Blanco
County residents, your
support and vote would
greatly be appreciated.
God bless America, Pio-
neers Medical Center and
all of us pioneers in east-
ern Rio Blanco County.

Sincerely,
Bobby Gutierrez
Meeker

A shout-out to a local
restaurant

Dear Editor:

Just want to shout
out to Ma Famiglia's and
all its dedicated crew for
a wonderful dining expe-
rience Saturday. They go
all out to make sure all
your needs are met. We
are so fortunate to have
this establishment in
Meeker.

Two grateful senior
citizen ladies
Meeker

Endorsement of
Bolton for hospital
board position

Dear Editor:

Pioneers Medical
Center is the heartbeat of
Meeker and the White



River Valley. We're proud
of it—hunters, ranchers,
oil workers, families, and
our aging neighbors all
depend on it. But like so
many rural hospitals,
PMC battles fierce head-
winds: razor-thin mar-
gins from rising costs,
low reimbursements, and
uncompensated care
(about 70% of Colorado
hospitals face the same
squeeze); tough recruit-
ing for doctors and
nurses in our isolated
spot; long drives for spe-
cialty care, mental health
gaps, and affordability
worries that top our com-
munity surveys; billing
frustrations and cash-
flow pressures; plus
looming threats from
federal cuts that could hit
rural districts hardest.

PMC fights back
smart—investing in tech,
building orthopedic pro-
grams that draw patients
from afar, leaning on the
Pioneers Healthcare
Foundation, and posting
solid net income in tough
years through careful
management and com-
munity support. It isn’t
just surviving; it’s inno-
vating to stay vital.

But these challenges
demand more than status
quo. We need board
members who grasp local
realities, push hard for
financial stability, and
champion rural-specific
fixes, with an outside per-
spective that widens the
view instead of narrow-
ing it. Businesses (and
even nations) falter when
insiders always win; fresh
voices keep the roots
strong.

That’s why I'm sup-

porting Shawn Bolton for
the one-year vacancy.
Shawn calls it straight,
communicates clearly,
and brings community-
focused grit. He’s one of
us—an outsider to the
hospital’s inner circle—
who'll challenge compla-
cency and fight for what
we need.
Dr. Albert Krueger is
a stellar physician—my
own for years, and the
one who guided me with
wisdom and comfort
when my parents were
dying. I'd trust him with
my life on medical mat-
ters. But right now, we
don’t need another in-
sider. We need perspec-
tive. We need Shawn
Bolton. Vote for Shawn
Bolton. Our hospital—
and our community—de-
serves the bold voice he
will bring.
Paul “Buckshot”
Sheridan
Meeker

Medical providers of
Meeker letter of
support for board
candidates

Dear Editor:

“An educated citi-
zenry is a vital requisite
for our survival as a free
people.” — commonly at-
tributed to Thomas
Jefferson

As we approach this
board election, we, the
medical providers of
Meeker (physicians, sur-
geons, nurse practition-
ers, and physician assis-
tants), believe the hospi-
tal board and its mem-
bers are paramount to Pi-
oneers Medical Center’s
success—and, in turn, to
the strength of Meeker's

healthcare and economy.

Delivering sustained,
high-quality healthcare
requires a complex and
evolving understanding
of business operations,
healthcare finance, insur-
ance systems, provider
roles, education, and or-
ganizational leadership.
It demands effective
communication, collabo-
ration across depart-
ments, humility, and a
commitment to continu-
ous growth. No single in-
dividual possesses all of
these attributes. Rather,
success depends on a
careful balance—one in
which the board provides
appropriate oversight
while empowering ad-
ministration and medical
staff to function effec-
tively. This balance re-
quires board members
who are not only quali-
fied, but also committed
to ongoing learning,
thoughtful decision-mak-
ing, and humble collabo-
ration with one another,
administration, and the
medical staff.

As the medical
providers of the Meeker
community, we collec-
tively bring decades of
experience to this per-
spective as providers who
also serve as leaders in
administrator roles.
Many of us are also busi-
ness owners, and all of us
are deeply invested in
this community. Based
on this collective experi-
ence, we believe we can
offer a meaningful per-
spective on the qualifica-
tions necessary for effec-
tive board service.

Recognizing that a
position on the hospital

board is one of the most
complex and consequen-
tial roles in our commu-
nity, we took the time to
interview each candidate
running for the two open
positions. Following
these conversations and
careful consideration, we
are offering our support
for select candidates,
along with our reasoning.

Board service is de-
manding, often thank-
less, and requires a will-
ingness to serve under
public scrutiny. It re-
quires courage to be a
candidate, and we sin-
cerely appreciate every
candidate who has
stepped forward. Their
willingness to engage in
this process reflects a
shared commitment to
our hospital and our
community. This is not a
popularity contest. It is
our objective assessment
of which candidates are
best equipped to contrib-
ute to the effective gover-
nance and long-term suc-
cess of Pioneers Medical
Center.

For the three year po-
sition, we support
Danette Coulter. She has
deep knowledge rooted
in decades of experience
in healthcare finances.
She has already proven
herself as part of the Pio-
neers team. As the previ-
ous head of our financial
department, she played
an integral role getting us
to our current position as
one of the top critical ac-
cess hospitals in the
country with premiere
services and financial sta-
bility demonstrated by
more than 120 days cash
on hand. Additionally,
she is running with a
clear vision and strategy
to help us keep growing.
And even with all her ex-

perience, she already
demonstrates the requi-
site humility in plans to
continue her healthcare
financial education. For
these reasons, we un-
equivocally support
Danette Coulter for this
position.

For the one year posi-
tion, we support Dr. Al-
bert Krueger. He also has
decades of experience,
not just in healthcare, but
specifically as part of the
Pioneers team. He has an
impeccable record in de-
livering high quality, rela-
tionship based care. He
has invaluable experience

that we believe his lead-
ership will continue mov-
ing us forward, and that
he has garnered our full
support.

We sincerely hope the
reader will carefully con-
sider our recommenda-
tions and will not ap-
proach this vote in terms
of popularity, but rather
by who is most qualified.
Please understand that
our collective opinion is
not a reflection of per-
sonal feelings, but rather
an objective assessment
of who we believe are the
most qualified candi-
dates. Ultimately, we are

working with hospital ad- grateful for all of the can-
ministration, and he has didates who are running.
successfully served in
multiple roles of leader- Medical providers
ship within healthcare, of Meeker
including as chief of staff.
It is for these reasons

Thank You from

J 1 1 ’
With deepest gratitude for your

unwavering support through the years,
Julia’s will officially close on April 30.

(lease redeerm
your gift certificates before then.

Our tanning bed stays open
under new ownership.

685 Main, Suite 2A, Meeker
Call or text for an appointment: 970-260-6606




GUEST COLUMN: Meeker's 250/150 Celebration—two years in the making

VINE & VITTLES
Whiskey? Or... whisky?

By ALEXIS HULL-STONE
Special to the HT

MEEKER | I was listening to one of my
favorite bands, Skerryvore (https://sker-
ryvore.com)—a Scottish Celtic rock
group—wearing a merch shirt from one
of the times I've seen them live in Den-
ver. The shirt says “Made in Scotland.
Powered by Whisky. I thought, now that
may be a fun topic for Vine and Vittles,
and just like that, here we are. This topic
will span a few columns—too much for
one go, so we'll circle back now and then.
To begin, let’s just get American whiskey
tabled. It is its OWN thing. Same goes for
Japan and the rest of the world.

Today, we’re diving into Scotland
(whisky) and Ireland (whiskey), who
many like to do their comparisons
against. You ever notice how Americans
tend to call Scottish based whisky
‘Scotch’, but we don'’t call Irish whiskey
‘Irish’ - just... whiskey? FYI, the Scots call
it ‘whisky’, not ‘Scotch’.

According to scotchwhiskyexperi-
ence.co.uk, the main difference between
the 2 is one has an ‘¢, the other, does
not. (Bit obvious, right?) Apparently, this
relates to the original Gaelic and Scotch
derivations of ‘Uisge beatha’, meaning
‘Water of Life’. Uhhhh...YES PLEASE.
That said, there are actually other differ-

ences between the 2. With this, we barely
touch the topic of peat (think - that
smoky, campfire smell/flavor so com-
monly found in lowland/Islay Scottish
whisky).

Fun facts about Scotch whisky:

Must mature in oak for at least three
years

Production and maturation must
take place in Scotland.

Single malt Scotch whisky must be
made from 100% malted barley.

And for Irish whiskey:

Irish whiskey uses little or no peat, so
there is usually no smokiness in these
whiskies - much like a highland originat-
ing Scotch whisky.

Irish whiskey may contain a distillate
of malt, a barley distillate and a portion
of grain spirit.

Irish whiskey is distilled three times.
Like Scotch whisky, Irish whiskey
must be matured for a legal minimum of

three years.

That’s our first taste, plenty more to
savor another time. Never to worry, we'll
pour again soon.

Alexis Hull-Stone is the owner of Off
the Olive Branch, a specialty grocery,
and On the Grapevine, offering quality
wine, beer, spirits, mixers, and non-al-
coholic options, at 317 E. Market St.

LOOSE ENDS:

By DOLLY VISCARDI
Special to the HT

MEEKER | We A socio-
logical study determined
that the way one dressed
affected how that indi-
vidual was treated.
Many studies over the
years have reported on
the importance of the al-
most outdated fashion
concept, "Dress for Suc-
cess". It used to be fol-
lowed strictly to achieve
a measure of success in
the workplace or other
public places. When the
use of that word success
is narrowed down to
mean that projecting
one's own agency and
freedom to dress any
way that one wants, the
sight of the oddest com-
bination of garments
can be astounding. Of-
ten parts of clothing and
accessories can be asso-
ciated with organiza-
tions known to restrict
others' freedom: the Ku
Klux Klan, Nazis or
white supremacists.
Most of these groups are
known to win over a seg-
ment of our country's
population by dressing
the part.

Examples in the
study included a military
uniform and an expen-
sive suit for conducting
business. The study
found that people at-
tired in a way that repre-
sented their political, re-

ligious
or cul-
tural be-
liefs
were
deemed
the most
success-
ful and able to change
others' beliefs. This un-
questionably reflected
the confidence and capa-
ble leadership often car-
ried off by someone that
the individual admires.
It later transmits to the
political arena and
proves to voters that
they have made an un-
wise choice. The clothes
usually did help "make
the man or woman" and
was taken seriously. Suc-
cess could thus be pre-
dicted. The data was col-
lected recently.

Interviews and busi-
ness meetings that de-
termined a person's fu-
ture have traditionally
been conducted in face-
to-face, in-person meet-
ings. The pandemic's
effect on this tradition
has added the non-tradi-
tional social media
meeting using a laptop
or phone.

The greatest honors
and respect have been
offered to our most well-
known figures, as they
have earned it.

It is not so apparent
that this type of online
business interview is
turning out the best fu-

'"Dress for success'

ture leaders. People can
no longer count on their
strong moral character.
They appear to have
no stable, personal in-
frastructure. Where are
the high values on which
a well-functioning
democracy counts?
Every aspect of our
daily lives is shaped by
those values and they
don't always appear to
be honored or respected.
This version of the
old adage is now "Dress
to Impress," as viewed
daily on social media
sites. Taking on that
motto became even
more essential for find-
ing a path to power than
success. The military
touches help more in
some circles. Although
the study indicated sur-
prisingly that appearing
clean and well-groomed
were the two predictable
essentials for everyone
to move through society
successfully. This new
study went so far as to
especially analyze the
behavior of people who
dressed in a military
fashion. They could list
the individuals whom
many more people chose
to admire. It is disturb-
ing when the political
power gained from ad-
miration turns to vio-
lence. It is time to
change our focus on the
old well-used mandate:
"Dress for Success".

HISTORY LESSONS: LeCompte, Part 1

By ED PECK
Special to the HT

RBC | Doctors could be adventurers too.
The 1883 incorporation papers of the
Meeker Townsite company include “E. P.
Lecompte” as a member. I was able to
track him down as Dr. Edward Palmer
LeCompte. He lived in the White River
Valley several years but didn’t stick
around to become active in the forma-
tion of Meeker as a community.

Edward's father was Samuel Dexter
LeCompte, appointed the first Chief Jus-
tice of the Kansas Territory. Samuel had
a town renamed in his honor: Lecomp-
ton, Kansas. According to his obituary,
Edward enlisted in the U.S. Army as as-
sistant surgeon in 1874 and served with
General Custer in 1876 [the year of
Custer's last stand, June 1876].

“Assistant Surgeon” was the Army’s
designation for doctor. The National
Park Service says that LeCompte served
with the 7th Calvary but was part of
Crook’s column not Custer’s. There was
only one surviving surgeon with Custer:
Henry Porter. U.S. Army pension records
show Edward P. LeCompte served 1876-
1882 as asst. surgeon, (no units men-
tioned on index card).

No matter which version you use, Ed-
ward was deeply involved with the In-
dian Wars. He lived in interesting times.
In October 1876, E.P. LeCompte was as-
signed to Fort McKinney, Wyoming Ter-
ritory as surgeon at the garrison along
the Bozeman trail protecting travelers.
Edward was there until December 1878
except for a short transfer to Fort D.A.
Russell, Wyoming territory where he
served under Wesley Merritt from Feb.
19, 1878, through April 1878.

E.P. LeCompte was posted at Fort
Douglas, Utah from June 1878 to June
1880. Fort Douglas was a small garrison
three miles East of Salt Lake City. He
also seems to have been at Fort Hall,
Idaho in October 1878 for a short stay.

In March of 1880 there was an inci-
dent at Fort Douglas, an old fashioned

duel with pistols and bad shots. Utah
newspapers were filled with many em-
bellished stories. The Logan Leader,
April 2, 1880, contained this version:
“The Salt Lake papers are full of accounts
of a pre-arranged or impromptu duel,
which occurred a few days since at Fort
Douglas. Doctor LeCompte, at a dinner
party, made some remark to a lady, for
which he apologized. Captain C. B. We-
ston thought sufficient reparation had
not been made for the fancied or real in-
sult. So, blood must be shed.

The parties met the next morning in
front of the officer’s quarters and began
the affray. According to the Herald, We-
ston fired first, getting in two shots at
LeCompte. LeCompte returned the fire;
the first shot striking Weston in the left
shoulder, breaking the bone and dis-
abling the arm. Weston then turned
round and LeCompte fired again, the
shot striking near the side, opposite the
loin and close to the spine, inflicting a
flesh wound. The story has it that We-
ston then fell and tried to bring his pistol
in play again, when LeCompte stepped
over him and told Weston that if he did
not leave his pistol alone he would be
killed outright. Weston then desisted,
and was carried off. The shot fired by
Weston inflicted but a slight flesh wound
in the arm of his adversary. The affair is
being investigated by a military tri-
bunal.”

U.S. Returns from Military Post lists
Captain Charles B. Weston of Company
D, 14th infantry as “sick in quarters since
March 26, until August 2, 1880.” E.P
LeCompte was the only surgeon on duty
at the post, so guess who was treating
him?

On May 6, 1880 LeCompte was re-
lieved of duty at Fort Douglas and sent
May 10 to Camp on the White River, Col-
orado under orders sent from headquar-
ters: Department of the Platte. I get the
feeling that being sent to White River
meant he was in the dog house. Captain
Weston remained at Camp Douglas.

ake The el of
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Hands-on stewardship brings Meeker students to Yellow Creek

By SARAH STORM
Special to the HT

MEEKER | Yampatika, a nonprofit
environmental education organiza-
tion, recently partnered with Ri-
versEdge West to bring a meaning-
ful, hands-on learning experience to
Meeker High School students. Led
by restoration specialist John Leary,
alongside Sarah Storm and Ann
Franklin with Yampatika, students
in Denee Dinwiddie’s 10th to 12th
grade agriculture classes spent the
day with ranch owner Deirdre Mc-
Nab on the 4M Ranch, working on a
riparian restoration project along
Yellow Creek.

Throughout the day, students
engaged directly in stewardship by
planting native riparian species
suited to the area’s dry, saline soils,
including sage, Apache plume,
three-leaf sumac, rabbitbrush, and
Wood’s rose. They also conducted a
habitat assessment, observing exist-

ing vegetation and discussing land
management challenges such as soil
alkalinity, erosion, and the presence
of invasive species like tamarisk.

A key component of the pro-
gram focused on understanding ri-
parian ecosystems, what they are,
why they matter, and how they sup-
port both wildlife and water sys-
tems in northwest Colorado. Stu-
dents explored the critical role of
beavers in these systems and
learned about Beaver Dam Ana-
logues (BDAs), which have been in-
stalled on the property with support
from the White River Alliance and
The Nature Conservancy to help re-
store natural water flow and habitat
function, with additional projects
planned along Yellow Creek.

The group also discussed ongo-
ing efforts to manage tamarisk, in-
cluding tamarisk beetle biological
controls and active removal using
chainsaws and targeted herbicide
treatments. Students considered

how they would approach restora-
tion and land stewardship if manag-
ing the property themselves.

This collaborative project high-
lights the power of place-based edu-
cation by connecting students to
real-world environmental chal-
lenges and empowering them to be
part of the solution. Yampatika
hopes to continue and grow this
partnership in the future, providing
students with ongoing opportuni-
ties to engage in meaningful, hands-
on conservation work.

Having both grown up in
Meeker, Storm and Franklin agree,
“it is extremely meaningful to help
provide opportunities for students
to connect with their local land-
scape and give back to the commu-
nity that helped shape us both. We
extend our sincere thanks to all
partners, educators, and students
who made this day a success.”

Sarah Storm is the school pro-
grams manager for Yampatika.

Local youth places in top 10 at nat'l meat judging contest

Special to the HT

average score of 48.5 out of 50, including five perfect

scores.

COURTESY PHOTO
Meeker High School students Trent Sanders,
Cade Mills and Wesley Thompson planting ri-
parian plants at Yellow Creek during a riparian
restoration project. RlversEdge West, Yam-
patika, and Denee Dinwiddie's ag classes coor-
dinated the project with the 4M ranch.

MEEKER | Blake Smith, a 12-year-old from Meeker, Col-
orado, recently competed in the Cowboy Meat Judging
virtual contest hosted by Oklahoma State University
Meat Science Extension.

The contest drew 281 participants from 20 states across
the country, including Florida, California, Texas, Mon-
tana, Tennessee, and Kentucky, bringing together com-
petitors from coast to coast—many of them senior-level
judges.

Competing in the intermediate division, Blake placed
ninth overall out of 56 contestants, earning a Top 10
banner. He also ranked in the top 20 percent overall
across all 281 competitors and was the highest-placing
participant from Colorado.

During the contest, Blake evaluated eight classes of
meat, including three carcass classes, working with both
beef and pork. Participants were judged on their ability
to assess quality traits such as marbling, muscling, fat
cover, and overall value, while applying industry grading
standards.

In addition to placing classes, competitors completed
a set of 40 questions testing their knowledge of meat sci-
ence. In his placing classes, Blake earned an impressive

His results reflect strong attention to detail and a
growing understanding of meat evaluation. Blake has
been involved in meat judging for the past three years
and has attended multiple judging camps through Texas
Tech University. He has also toured meat science labs at
Colorado State University and the University of
Wyoming, further expanding his knowledge of the field.

“I really enjoy the challenge of meat judging, it’s
helped me learn a lot,” Blake said.

Meat judging contests help youth develop critical
thinking skills and provide insight into the agricultural
industry, particularly how meat quality is evaluated
from production through processing.

Blake is a student at Liberty Online Academy and is
actively involved in 4-H, baseball, and football. In addi-
tion to judging, he is currently raising pigs and chickens
for the upcoming fair and plans to show rabbits and a
horse. He also enjoys wool and horse judging and plans
to continue building his skills in future competitions.
Blake has a strong interest in aeronautical engineering
and hopes to one day work for NASA. Local youth inter-
ested in meat, wool, or horse judging are encouraged to
get involved in 4-H opportunities in the Meeker area.
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Blake Smith, 12, of Meeker, Colorado, earned a
Top 10 finish in the intermediate division at the
2026 Cowboy Meat Judging Virtual Contest,
placing ninth overall out of 56 contestants.
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Sports & Recreation

Cowboys continue PR progress, strong finishes at Demon Invitational

BANK OF THE
SAN JUANS
500 Main, Meeker
970-878-5073

COULTER
AVIATION
Meeker
970-878-5045

WRANGLED RELICS
304 4th St

Meeker

970-878-4017

NORTHWEST AUTO
SALES & SERVICE
485 Market St., Meeker
970-878-5026

CLARK'S MARKET
271 E. Market, Meeker
970-878-5868

WENDLL'S WHITE
RIVER ROASTERS
206 Market St., Meeker
970-878-3688

GO-FER FOODS
812 Market St., Meeker
970-878-5381

WHITE RIVER
ELECTRIC
ASSOCIATION, INC.
233 Sixth St., Meeker
970-878-5053

BANK OF THE

SAN JUANS

222 W. Main, Rangely
970-675-2222

COLORADO CPA
SERVICES

118 W. Main, Rangely
970-675-2222

W.C. STRIEGEL

17030 Hwy. 64, Rangely
970-675-8444

WENDLL'S WHITE
RIVER ROASTERS
206 Market, Meeker

By JARED HENDERSON
Jjared@ht1885.com

MEEKER | The Meeker High
School track and field team com-
peted this past weekend at the
Demon Invitational, turning in
several strong performances on
both the boys and girls sides as
the season reaches its midpoint.
Coaches said the meet reflected
steady progress across the roster.

“Overall impressions of the
team’s performance: it was a
solid performance,” Meeker co-
head coach Terrence Casias said.
“We're at the midpoint of the sea-
son now and all the hard work at
practice is starting to show up
during competition.”

Sophomore Ryan Hanberg
led the Cowboys in the distance
events, placing eighth in the
1,600 meters in 5:10.33 and fifth
in the 3,200 meters in 11:27.34.
Casias said the distance group
continues to show consistent im-
provement week to week.

“The distance group has been
impressive with their progress.
Every week it seems like they are
setting new PRs,” Casias said.
“Ryan Hanberg took 11 seconds
off his best time in the 1600 with
a 5:10.33 and followed that up by
taking two seconds off his best
time in the 3200 with a time of
11:27.34. Jackson Steele took
three seconds off his best time in
the 1600 with a time of 5:56.96.
Cameron Hanberg, after taking
seven seconds off his best time

last week in the 1600, was within
a second of his best time this
week with a time of 5:28.66.”

Junior Tucker Chinn finished
1oth in the 300-meter hurdles in
46.86 seconds and added a
ninth-place finish in the long
jump at 17 feet, 2 inches.

The boys 4x200-meter relay
team of Sam Smithers, Jake
Grieser, Tucker Chinn and Law-
son Anderson placed fifth with a
time of 1:36.55.

Freshman Jake Grieser had
one of Meeker’s top perfor-
mances, finishing second in the
high jump with a clearance of 5
feet, 8 inches.

For the girls, sophomore
McKenna Berthelson placed sev-
enth in the 100-meter dash in
13.92 seconds. Berthelson said
the team continues to adjust and
improve through relay changes
and growing chemistry.

“Our 4x1 had a lot of really
good talent incorporated in this
specific team,” Berthelson said.

She added that roster changes
have challenged the group to
build stronger chemistry.

“We lost two seniors since
last year, so that’s made us have
to experiment with different re-
lay teams, practicing and being
close with one another, not just
one set relay team,” she said.

Berthelson said trust and
effort are key to relay success.

“I think the way to have a suc-
cessful relay team would be to
have faith in your team and work

JARED HENDERSON PHOTO

Tucker Chinn competes in the long jump during a meet ear-
lier this season, this past weekend he soared through the

air as he recorded a mark of 17 feet, 2 inches at the Demon
Invitational. Chinn also competed in the 300-meter hurdles

for the Cowboys

as hard as you can in practice and
in the meet,” she said.

She added that while relays
bring shared responsibility, they
also bring shared pressure.

“With individual events
there’s a lot more pressure put on
just you, but with your team-
mates you all can help each
other,” Berthelson said. “But
there’s also some pressure that
comes with having a team and
running as best as you can to
help your team.”

Berthelson said continued
improvement has been a focus
for the group.

“I think we’ve improved a ton
even moving the relays around
just by working with one another
and getting used to how everyone
works with each other,” she said.
“And we've cut down our time
each meet individually and as a
team.”

Looking ahead, she said post-
season goals are beginning to
come into focus.

“With both the 4x100 and
4x200, we will have to see what
our times are looking like, but I
think we're all really hoping to go
to state at least in the 4x200 and
hopefully the 4x100,” Berthelson
said.

Senior Braydin Raley placed
fifth in the 400 meter in 1:03.52.

In the 800 meter, junior
Josey McClain led the Cowgirls
with a fourth-place finish in
2:35.22. Casias said McClain’s
consistency reflects her work in
practice.

“Josey is a hard worker and
very passionate about the 800,”
Casias said. “She has high expec-
tations for herself and has been
really working on fine tuning her
pacing and strategy for the race.”

Freshmen Tinlie Strate and
Midy Camargo placed eighth and
ninth in 2:45.74 and 2:47.93, re-
spectively.

Meeker’s 4x100-meter relay
A team of Berthelson, Julie
Kracht, Addie Knowles and Raley
placed fifth in the finals with a
time of 55.06. The B team of
Maria Lopez, Azalia Jessop, Jor-
dyn Garcia and Valenzuela fin-
ished 10th in 58.56.

In the 4x200-meter relay, the
A team of Berthelson, Kracht, Ra-
ley and Camargo placed sixth in
1:56.39, while the B team of
Strate, McClain, Tacey Toon and
Kinnley Smith finished ninth in
2:00.91.

Senior Rylee Sullivan placed
seventh in the high jump at 4
feet, 8 inches. Sophomore Hailey
Schwartz finished fourth in the
triple jump with a mark of 31

JARED HENDERSON PHOTO
Ryan Hanberg competes in
a distance race earlier this
season at a meet in Rifle.
Hanberg turned in strong
performances at the De-
mon Invitational, placing
fifth in the 3,200 meters
and eighth in the 1,600.

feet. Senior Addie Knowles con-
tinued to lead the Cowgirls in the
field events, placing second in the
discus at 104 feet, 2 inches, third
in the shot put at 30 feet, 6
inches, and third in the pole vault
at 7 feet, 3 inches. Casias praised
Knowles’ versatility and leader-
ship.

“Addie has a strong work
ethic and a great attitude,” Casias
said. “It’s rare to have an athlete
who competes in discus, shot put,
pole vault, and relays, but she al-
ways finds time for each of her
events at practice and really puts
in the work to be great at all of
them. Her positive attitude and
level head during practice and at
meets is another reason why I be-
lieve she has been able to consis-
tently compete at a high level in
multiple events.”

Freshman Raegan Clatter-
baugh added a fourth-place fin-
ish in the discus at 91 feet, 8
inches.

Meeker will return to action
this weekend in Silt at Coal Ridge
High School on April 17, followed
by a meet in Rangely on April 18.
Both meets are scheduled to be-
gin at 9 am.

Panthers post strong showing at Phil Wertman Invitational

Special to the HT

RANGELY | The Rangely
High School track and
field team turned in a
strong performance at
the Phil Wertman Invi-
tational on April 10,
competing against 21
teams largely from
larger 3A, 4A and 5A
schools.

The Panthers’ girls
team placed eighth over-
all, while the boys fin-
ished 12th.

Taya Wren led the

way with a standout per-
formance in the 1,600-
meter run, breaking the
school record with a
time of 5 minutes, 10.58
seconds to take second
place. The mark also set
a new personal record.
On the girls side, Na-
talie Bollinger recorded
a second-place finish in
pole vault (8 feet, 9
inches), while Taylor
Fouch placed second in
shot put (34-2). Aubri-
anna Tapia added a

fourth-place finish in
shot put (31-9). The
4x400 relay team of
Wren, Haiden Garcia,
Aubrey Yates and Kira
Jo Benson posted a per-
sonal-best time of
4:29.78.

Additional personal
records came from Yates
in the 200-meter dash
(29.04), Rachel Larsen
in the 400 (1:32.57) and
Isabella Cox in shot put
(27-2).

For the boys, the

Panthers saw several top
finishes and personal
records. Joseph Valdez
placed seventh in the
400-meter dash with a
personal-best 52.28, and
the 4x400 relay team of
Chance Allred, Logan
Peterson, Valdez and
Tavan Morgan took
fourth with a personal-
best 3:39.12. The 4x800
relay team also recorded
a personal best, finish-
ing fifth in 8:55.89.

In field events, Kacey

Allred placed third in
pole vault (11-3), while
Landon Bollinger took
fifth in long jump (19-6).
Cutler Mergelman
added a fifth-place finish
in shot put (43-2) with a
personal record.

The Panthers will re-
turn to action at home
Saturday, April 18, host-
ing the Rangely Panther
Invitational. Field
events begin at 9:30
a.m., followed by run-
ning events at 10 a.m.
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Meeker baseball continues growth despite setbacks against Cardinals, Miners

By JARED HENDERSON
Jjared@ht1885.com

MEEKER | The Meeker
High School baseball
team opened its week on
the road in Parachute on
Tuesday, facing Grand
Valley. The last meeting
between the two teams
came May 6, 2025, when
the Cowboys earned a 4-
o win. This time, how-
ever, the Cardinals re-
sponded on their home
field, edging Meeker 10-9
in eight innings.

Despite the loss,
Meeker continued to
show offensive growth,
scoring nine runs on
eight hits while drawing
eight walks to maintain
pressure throughout the
game. The Cowboys fin-
ished with a .267 team
batting average and
added eight stolen bases
in an aggressive effort on
the basepaths.

Sophomore Logan
Selby led the offense, go-
ing 2-for-5 with a triple
and two RBIs. Junior
Heriberto Lopez also
contributed, finishing 2-
for-4 with two RBIs and
a run scored, while se-
nior Augie Halstead

added a hit, an RBI and
reached base twice.

Additional contribu-
tions came throughout
the lineup, with Cade
Mills, Gavin Allen and
Hoyt Garcia each record-
ing a hit. Meeker’s speed
was also a factor, with
Said Rodriguez and
Jaxen Mills each stealing
two bases.

On the mound, junior
Cade Mills delivered a
strong relief perfor-
mance, tossing 4 1/3
scoreless innings with
five strikeouts while al-
lowing just three hits.
Said Rodriguez started
the game, allowing one
earned run over two in-
nings, while Lopez and
Jaxen Mills also saw time
on the mound.

Grand Valley capital-
ized on timely hitting
and patience at the plate,
collecting 14 hits and
drawing 12 walks. JJ
Whitting led the Cardi-
nals with three hits and
two runs scored, while
Tyler Palcer and Wyatt
Harris each drove in two
runs.

The game remained
tight throughout, with
both teams trading runs

JARED HENDERSON PHOTO

Meeker sophomore Logan Selby steps into the
batter’s box at home plate, settling in before
an at-bat during the Cowboys’ matchup with

North Fork.

before Grand Valley
pushed across the win-
ning run in extra innings.
Meeker finished with a
.931 fielding percentage,
committing two errors,
but the Cardinals took
advantage of key late op-
portunities to secure the
win.

“We need to continue
competing,” head coach
James Romansky said.
“Constant one-run ball-
games take a toll, but it
shows how much more
competitive and danger-
ous we are as a team
than we were last year.”

Three days later, the
Cowboys returned home
for their home opener
against North Fork. The
teams last met May 10,
2025, when Meeker fell
7-4. The Miners again
came out on top, defeat-
ing the Cowboys 7-5 in a
competitive league
matchup.

Meeker continued its
offensive improvement,
recording nine hits and
posting a .300 team bat-
ting average, but was un-
able to overcome North
Fork’s pitching late in the
game.

Mills led the Cowboys
at the plate with a stand-
out performance, going
3-for-4 with a double, a
triple and an RBI. He
also scored a run and fin-
ished with a 2.250 OPS.
Selby added two hits, in-
cluding a double, while
freshman Bryant Turner
drove in two runs. Hal-
stead and Garcia each
added an RBI, and Lopez
chipped in a hit and a
run scored.

However, Meeker
struck out 14 times, lim-
iting its ability to sustain
rallies. The Cowboys
drew three walks and
posted a .364 on-base
percentage.

On the mound, Mills
turned in another strong
outing, pitching six in-
nings with 11 strikeouts
while allowing four
earned runs. Lopez
worked the final inning
in relief.

North Fork tallied 10
hits and took advantage
of key opportunities, us-
ing timely hitting to se-
cure the win. Defen-
sively, Meeker remained
solid, committing just
one error and finishing
with a .960 fielding per-

Meeker Chamber to host
golf tournament May 30

Special to the HT

MEEKER | The Meeker Chamber of Commerce will host its 2026 Golf Tournament
on Saturday, May 30, at the Meeker Golf Course, 903 County Road 13.

Check-in begins at 8 a.m., with a shotgun start at 9 a.m. The event will feature a
four-person scramble format with a maximum of 12 teams, 18 holes of play, and

hole contests and prizes.

Registration is $90 per player, which includes green fees, cart and lunch pro-
vided by the chamber. Teams of four can register for $360.

Sponsorship opportunities are also available.

Participants can register at the Meeker Golf Course or by calling 970-878-5642.
The deadline to register is May 23.

Saturday, April 25

8:00am - 11:00am
501 Airport Rd. Rifle, CO

ictration now

JARED HENDERSON PHOTO

Meeker senior Augie Halstead (#3) stands on third base during the
Cowboys’ home opener against North Fork, putting himself in scoring

position as Meeker looked to generate offense.

centage, but North Fork’s
consistency at the plate
proved to be the differ-
ence.

“Grand Valley
showed us we can’t coast,
even with a lead,” Ro-
mansky said. “We have
to treat every inning like
it’s 0-0. And against
North Fork, I liked how
we fought. We didn’t roll
over — we gave ourselves
a chance late.”

Despite the pair of
losses, Meeker continued
to show progress, re-
maining competitive in
both games against
strong opponents.

“Each close game has
come down to a couple

plays,” Romansky said.
“We're very close. We
can score runs and create
pressure — now it’s
about having the disci-
pline to hold a lead.”

The Cowboys, now 1-
6-1 overall and 1-3 in
league play, will stay at
home this week. Meeker
hosts Moffat County for a
nonleague doubleheader
Tuesday, April 14, with
games scheduled for 4
p.m. and 6 p.m., before
wrapping up the week
Thursday, April 16,
against Basalt at 3 p.m.
in another nonleague
matchup.

“We've got to set the
tone early and carry that

intensity all week,” Ro-
mansky said. “It’s a busy
stretch, so we'll take it
one game at a time and
stay focused pitch by
pitch. The boys are re-
silient — they know
they’re close, and now
it’s about turning those
moments into wins.”

Despite the setbacks,
Meeker has remained
competitive in tight con-
tests, showing steady
growth as the Cowboys
work to turn strong per-
formances into wins as
the season moves for-
ward.

140 Years.

Still Your Most Loyal Companion.

Long before the internet
barked for attention, the HT
was here—bringing you the
“first rough draft of history”
for Meeker and Rio Blanco
County.

In a world of noise, stay
grounded with the paper
that’s stood the test of time.

Thursday is ‘Paper Day’! Subscribe now!

www.ht1885.com
140 years of loyal service.
Good paper, good dog.

MEEKER CHAMBER

MONTHLY

UPDATE

March 2026

The Meeker Chamber of Commerce stayed busy through March
supporting local businesses, assisting visitors, and promoting Meeker tourism.

Visitor Services and Outreach Tourism Promotion

ine regt
online * Cailable!

Available Blood Screenings:

e Comprehensive Metabolic Blood
Chemistry Panel $45

Prostate Specific Antigen (PSA) $50
Hemoglobin A1c $35

Blood Count Screening $35
Testosterone $50

Vitamin B12 $30

e Vitamin D $60

e Blood Type $30

¢ Diabetic Retinopathy Exam $25

e Colon Cancer Screening Kit $40

e Micro-Albumin Vouchers $5

\l\/_\
GRAND RIVER HEALTH
- \
“ealtl‘ Falr FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT GrandRiverHealth.org
/ ]

TO MAKE AN APPOINTMENT

Additional FREE Screenings:
Blood Pressure
Height/Weight/BMI

Skin Screenings

Foot Screenings

Ask a Doc

And many more!

Remember to fast 12 hours

(nothing but water) before getting
blood work

In April, the Chamber assisted 63 The Chamber’s tourism marketing
individuals with membership campaign with Vinrock Media is
support, local information, and now live and will run April through
visitor services. With the launch of August, utilizing paid advertising on
the Vinrock marketing campaign, social media and YouTube made

we have also seen increased possible by Lodging Tax funding.
interest in Meeker, including Work is also underway to reestablish

seven requests for visitor guides. the Flat Tops Scenic Byway group
with regional stakeholders.

RERVELEVRCI SN EINEEDY  Additionally, local contractor Bill

The Chamber welcomed new Woller assisted in revamping the
member Mountain Mused Tattoo  kiosks outside the Chamber to

and new Tourism Coordinator 1< g
: . enhance the visitor experience.
April Ruiz.

Uplift Meeker Projects

Round two of the 250/150 Coloring Contest launched April 8. Work continues
on the “Pioneers in Paint” mural series, with a community paint project planned.
“See Me” flags and a new Town Park photo spot are also in development.

Looking Ahead

The Chamber is developing a Small Business Series featuring workshops on Al
bookkeeping, and social media. Planning is also underway for the Chamber’s
first-ever golf tournament. Contact the Meeker Chamber of Commerce for
more information on classes and sponsorship opportunities.
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THEME: LEGENDARY ATHLETES

ACROSS

1. Capital of Tibet

6. Templeton of "Charlotte's Web"
9. Maisie Williams on "Game of
Thrones"

13. Poisonous plant

14. UN labor grp.

15. George Orwell to Eric Arthur Blair
16. Movie genre

17. Shark part

18. Ax mark

19. *First Native American to win
Olympic Gold

21. *The Great One of hockey

23. Be indisposed

24. Disfigure

25. Du Bois' initials

28. Hoodwink

30. Baking soda

35. Bypass

37. "Breaking Bad" product

39. Spelunker

40. Orchestra member

41. Charles Dickens'"____ House"
43. Family room staple

44, Like United States Capitol
46."Cogito ____ sum"
47.Tongue-____

48. Stockholm dwellers

50. *Tiger Woods has won this award
the most times

52. On the wagon

53. Silage

55. Almond-induced state?

57. *Jordan or Phelps

61. *Female player with most Open
Era Grand Slams

64. Infant's woe

65. Seafood selection

67. Practical

69. Stopped sleeping

70. Pigeon sound

71. *Most decorated gymnast

72. Red, or excessively bureaucratic,
one

73. End of a fuse?

74. Balance sheet entry

DOWN

1. Drug in "Fear and Loathing in Las
Vegas"

2. John Mellencamp's "____ So
Good"

3. Nanny in East Asia

4. Polynesian island country
5. Tick or mite

6. Abundant

7. *Boxer a.k.a. The People's
Champion

8. Kingdom in South Pacific
9. Loads (2 words)

10. Nabisco cracker

11. Noisy talk

12. Like Zombie's skin color
15. Low on hemoglobin

20. Perfectly vertical

22. Adam's body part

24. Measured, like electricity on utility
bill

25. *Tied for most PGA Tour wins
26. Curve like a bow

27. Biotic community

29. *O Rei of soccer

31. Throw a line

32. Steer clear of

42. Small steep-sided hill, in Africa 56. Abominable snowmen

33. Send to a specialist, e.g. 45, Vandalize 57. Med. sch. requirement 61. Narrow aperture
34. *NFL's 7-time Super Bowl 49. Johnny Nash's "I Can ____ See 58. *Hall of Famer Bob Feller's home  62. Zilches
champion Clearly Now" state 63. Away from wind

59. Hoofbeat sound
60. Nature walk

36. Got ready to drive
38. Old witches, usually

51. West African people
54. Choose by vote

66. Many, many moons
68. Approx.

DAYS GONE BY

BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

HOME/GONSTRUCTION

REGREATION/AUTO

970-706-9799

Jimmy Biscamp

For all your
interior and
exterior
carpentry needs.

PERSONAL

T Rose Etc

* Alterations

+ Upholstery

+ Furniture Refinishing

« Outfitter supplies, tents,
outdoor equipment

» Consignment& more

970.388.7164
336 8th Street, Meeker
www.troseetc.com

JOSH TURNER GRAND JUNCTION, CO

970.355.48 14 (1ex7 0NLY, PLEASE)
ODINSONTATTOOS@OUTLOOK.COM

ODINSONTATT00S
MRPIZZA91

GOMPUTERS/INTERNET

Colorado Farm Bureau Insurance
Kortnee McLaughlin, Agent

Kris Deines, Agency Manager
970-878-3664

kortnee.mclaughlin@cofbic.com

733 Main St.
Meeker, CO

Auto | Home | Life | Farm | Business

FARM
BUREAU

INSURANCE

SECONDHAND/THRIFT
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PUBLIC NOTICES

statute, or be forever barred.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of James Thomas Riegel, aka
James T. Riegel, James Riegel, Jim Riegel
Deceased
Case No.: 26PR2
All persons having claims against the
above-named estate are required to
present them to the Personal
Representative or to the District Court of
Rio Blanco County, Colorado on or before
July 02, 2026, or said claims may be
forever barred.
Drew Riegel,
Personal Representative
PO Box 729
Flint Hill, Colorado 22627
Published: April 2, 9 and 16, 2026
Rio Blanco Herald Times

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Brian Levi Lewis, aka Brian L
Lewis, Brian Lewis, B Lewis
Deceased
Case No.: 26PR1
All persons having claims against the
above-named estate are required to
present them to the Personal
Representative or to the District Court of
Rio Blanco County, Colorado on or before
August 14, 2026, or said claims may be
forever barred.
JuaNita R Henson,
Personal Representative
125 S Sunset
Rangely, Colorado 81648
Published: April 9, 16 and 23, 2026
Rio Blanco Herald Times

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice of Petition for Change of
Name
Public Notice is given on April 06, 2026
that a Petition for a Change of Name of a
Minor Child has been filed with the Rio
Blanco County Court.
The Petition requests that the name of
Quinn Taylor Bear-Foster be changed to
Quinn Taylor Foster.
Case No.:2019DR30006
By: Alysha Smith
Clerk of the Court / Deputy Clerk
Published: April 9, 16 and 23, 2026
Rio Blanco Herald Times

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice of Petition for Change of
Name
Public Notice is given on April 06, 2026
that a Petition for a Change of Name of a
Minor Child has been filed with the Rio
Blanco County Court.
The Petition requests that the name of
Jaxon Oak Gaglione-Foster be changed to
Oak Garrett Foster.
Case No.:2024DR30000
By: Alysha Smith
Clerk of the Court / Deputy Clerk
Published: April 9, 16 and 23, 2026
Rio Blanco Herald Times

MEEKER SANITATION DISTRICT
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

March 31, 2026
Total Payroll, $19,079.89
Quickbooks Payroll Svc. Direct Deposit
Fee, $74.00
FICA: SS, Med, Fed wih, $5,944.68
PERA Retirement, $7,262.11
U.S. Postal Service: Postage, $346.79
CEBT: Health, Dental, Vision, Life Ins.,
$18,276.22
Kurt Nielsen: Meal Reimbursement,
$280.00
Mountain Valley Bank: Merchant Srv.
Fees, $113.09
of Colo.: 1st Qtr. Taxes, $2,667.00
CO. State Treasurer: Unemployment ins.,
$164.12
Atmos Energy: Natural Gas Svc., $707.99
Cimarron Telecom: Broadband, $200.00
Co. Analytical Lab: Nurtient Sampling,
$144.00
ERBM Rec. Center: Qtrly. Membership,
$146.00
First Bank Card: Misc. Supplies, $356.12
Grainger: Misc. Supplies, $135.45
Hach: Lab Supplies, $180.44
Meeker Grocery: Misc. Supplies, $113.61
Meeker Gen. Merc.: Water Softener,
$388.08
Meeker Sanitation Dist.: Replenish Petty
cash, $25.00
of the Rockies: IT Support, $1,250.00
Kurt Nielsen: Mileage Reimbursement,
$398.75
Go Services: Trash Service, $312.00
Finance Dept: Water Quality Program,
$2,489.00
Rio Blanco County Fleet Dept.: Fuel,
$696.46
Rio Blanco Herald Times: Publish AP,
$18.45
SGM: Professional Srv., $1,240.00
Streamline: Website Maint., $210.00
Town of Meeker: Water Svc., $36.00
UNCC: annual billing, $32.48
USA Bluebook: Misc. Supplies, $1,519.60
West. Co. Elect. Control: Electrical Srv.,
$900.00
Valley Repair: Vehicle Maintenance,
$3,589.67
Von Flue Auto Parts: Misc. supplies,
$567.81
WREA: Electric Svc., $6,811.75
WR Distributing: Bottled water, $39.00
Your Parts Haus: Misc. Supplies, $77.98
Total Accounts Payable, $76,793.54
Published: April 16, 2026
Rio Blanco Herald Times

PAYROLL ACCOUNTS PAYABLE
TOWN OF MEEKER

3/31/2026
GENERAL FUND
Town of Meeker, Payroll, $67,301.30
CRA, Employee Retirement-Police Dept,
$4,124.34
CRA, Employee Retirement, $10,452.84
CRA, Employee Loan Payments,
$1,037.75
CEBT, Health, Dental, Vision & Life Ins.,
$30,757.87
Employee WTH, Federal, $6,612.39

WTH, State WTH, $2,826.08

Employee WTH, Medicare WTH,
$2,629.02

Employee WTH, Social Security WTH,
$6,518.56

Standard Insurance Company, Life/AD&D
Insurance, $1,047.96

Washington National Ins Co, Cancer
Insurance, $53.49

All Copy, March Copier Lease, $522.82
CNA Surety, Notary Errors & Omissions
Policy, $39.00

Craig Veterinary Hospital, Canine Neuter,
Worming & Vaccinations, $380.21

Dana Safety Supply Inc, Safety Supply
Upfit/ PD, $23,633.00

Identity Graphics, Decals - Units 229 &
226, $1,379.50

LN Curtis & Sons, Uniform Pants x2,
$186.08

MAMBA, Brd Aprvd Donation - CPW Grant
Match, $5,000.00

Meeker Collision, Repairs - Unit 225 / PD,
$1,596.65

Meeker Parts City, Gloves, 1 Ton Battery /
PW, $182.70

MGM, K-9 Food; Shltr Food & Treats / PD;
Gloves / PW, $219.00

RBC Fleet Management, March Fuel,
$1,675.50

RBC ICT, April Internet Svc, $164.00
Superior Asphalt, 2026 Crack Fill,
$36,000.00

Alsco*, March Coveralls, $54.00

AT&T*, March Cell Svc, $730.21

Century Link*, March Phone Svc, $272.90
CO State Treasurer*, 1st Qtr
Unemployment, $534.71

Column*, March Legal Publications,
$52.03

Employers Council*, Annual Membership,
$1,800.00

First Advantage*, Drug Screen, $43.87
GO Services*, March Trash Svc, $215.00
Home.Made.*, Safety Apparel / PW,
$600.00

IAPE*, Certification Test - Ridgeway,
$175.00

LN Curtis & Sons*, Uniform Shirts w/
Patches x2, $229.47

MVB Visa*, Phone; Pens, Ntpds, Calc
Tape; Farewell / BOT; Ltr Opnrs, Ntry Rnwl
- Perkins, QR Code Generator / AD;
EDCC Conf - Thomson / CD; Phone
Chngs / SD; Game Cam, Shipping, Cld
Strg, Fuel, Meals & Lodging for IAPE Trng
- Ridgeway, Post Conf - Thompson, Trvl
for Trk / PD; Art Barn Lights / PK; Fuel,
CDOT Trng - Guereca, Weed Lic -
Dinwiddie, Ball Hitch, Hitch Pins & Clips,
Grinder Disks / PW, $3,942.38
Networking of the Rockies*, Shipping
Chrgs - Monitors, $410.00

Olszewski & Massih PC*, March Legal
Fees, $3,150.00

RMR*, March Claims, $1,558.78
Samuelson's*, Paint Supp / SD; Chain;
Lumber, Fastners / PW, $120.74
TransUnion*, March TLO Membership,
$100.00

Valley Hardware*, Srge Prtctr, Ant Trps /
AD; Tarp, Shitr Cing Supp & Cable Ties /
PD; Concrete, Nuts, Wshrs for Signage /
SD; Grdn Spyr / PK; Paint Supp, Grndr
Disks / PW, $329.88

Watt's*, Ppr Twls, Npkns, Coffee, Crm,
Ice; Shitr Cing Supp & Litter / PD; Coffee,
Ice Ppr Plts / PW, $131.18

WREA*, March Electric, $2,473.12

Your Parts Haus*, Oil & Fltrs / PD; Putty /
SD; Air Frsh, Qil, Fuel & Qil Fltrs / PK; Air
Frsh, Oil, Fltrs, Brake Kit, Brake Lght
Bulbs / PW, $590.71

Abila, Remote Trng - Budget Frms,
$110.62

AT&T, Feb Cell Svc, $730.21 Atmos,
March Natural Gas, $1,311.64

Axis Steel, 3rd & 10th St Sign Supp / SD;
Tire Rack Mat / PW, $2,330.04

Century Link, Feb Phone Svc, $272.94
CNA Surety, Public Officials Bond,
$922.25

CNC Technical Services, Radio Batteries /
PD, $979.08

Edwards, Jay, March Muni Judge Svc,
$200.00

First Advantage, Drug Screen - Archuleta,
$21.94

Herald Times, Legal Publications, $546.00
IAPE, Evidence Mngmnt Refresh Class -
Ridgeway / PD, $340.00

Jean's Printing, Envelopes; Summons &
Complaints Forms / PD, $1,029.69

MVB Visa, Lng Dist Phn Chrgs, Paper,
Envips, Pst-Its; Nm Plate / BOT;, Nm Plate,
Sht Prtctrs / CD; Phn System Equip &
Fence Panels for Twn Bldg / SD; Cloud
Strg, Glass for Shitr Window, K-9
Challenge Fee, Prking Signs, Doorbell,
Shppng Labels, Jckt Patches, Trng Meals,
Lodging, Fuel - Thomspon, Yates / PD;
Trvl Meals - Kilduff, Sfty Glasses &
Lenses, Wldng Lead / PW, $4,631.45
Networking of the Rockies, March IT
Support; Website Renewal; Laptops;
Monitors, $12,120.00

NW Auto, 2024 GMC Terrain / SD,
$24,100.20

RBC ICT, March Internet Svc, $164.00
RBC Sales & Use Tax, Feb Sales Tax Adj,
$65,099.70

RMR, March Admin Fee, $74.10

TK Elevator, Elevator Svc, $1,172.22
TransUnion, Feb TLO Membership,
$100.00

VRC, March Doc Destruction, $112.64
Watt's, Ice, Coffee, Crm, Ppr Twls; Cing
Supp / BLDG; Shltr Supp - Clng & Sick
Dog / PD; Coffee, Cing Supp / PW,
$162.41

White River Distributing, Bottled Water,
$46.50

Total General Fund: $338,431.67

Town of Meeker, Payroll, $18,625.44
CRA, Employee Retirement, $1,991.02
CEBT, Health, Dental, Vision & Life
Insurance, $8,408.41

Employee WTH, Social Security WTH,
$3,154.44

Employee WTH, Medicare WTH, $737.70
Employee WTH, Federal WTH, $2,247.78
Employee WTH, State WTH, $1,211.18
Standard Insurance Co., Life/AD&D Ins.,
$354.90

Washington National Ins Co, Cancer Ins.,

DISTRICT COURT, WATER DIVISION 6, COLORADO
TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED IN WATER APPLICATIONS
IN WATER DIVISION 6

$79.86

US Postmaster, Wtr Billing Postage,
$313.23

All Copy, March Copier Lease, $107.10
Ferguson, Warranty MIU's (x29),
$4,429.43

Meeker Parts City, Gloves, 1 Ton Battery,
$182.70

Nielsen, Scott & Carol, Reimb Closed Wtr
Accnt, $84.83

RBC Fleet Management, March Fuel,
$348.78

RBC ICT, April Internet Svc, $36.00
Timberline Electric, Fluoride System - Bill
#1, $9,330.65

UPS, Shipping - Timberline, $132.24
AT&T*, March Cell Svc, $69.61

Century Link*, March Phone Svc, $20.73
CO State Treasurer*, 1st Qtr
Unemployment, $152.42

Column*, March Legal Publications,
$560.92

MVB - Visa*, Phone; Pens, Ntpds, Calc
Tape, Dsk Organizer, Trng Webcam, Class
C Exam - Nielsen, Class D Rnwl -
Archuleta, Ball Hitch, Pins & Clips, Grinder
Disks, $402.46

Olszewski & Massih PC*, March Legal
Fees, $756.00

RMR?*, March Claims, $465.62
Samuelson's*, Lumber, Fasteners, $29.76
UNCC*, March Line Locates, $71.81

US Postmaster*, First Class Mailing
Permit, $370.00

Watt's*, Ppr Twls, Npkns, Coffee, Crm,
Ice, $11.83

WREA*, March Electric, $2,803.45

Your Parts Haus*, Brake Lght Bulbs, $4.77
AT&T, Feb Cell Svc, $71.64

Atmos, March Natural Gas, $686.50
Century Link, Feb Phone Svc, $20.73
Craig, CO, Water Tests, $120.00

First Advantage, Drug Screen - Archuleta,
$21.93

Jean's Printing, Envelopes, $63.58

MVB Visa, Lng Dist Phn Chrgs, Paper,
Envips, Pst-lIts; Welding Lead, Chk Valve,
Wir School Meals, Lodging, Fuel, & Exam
- Nielsen, $1,105.11

RBC ICT, March Internet Svc, $36.00
RMR, March Admin Fee, $20.90

VRC, March Doc Destruction, $22.52
Watt's, Ice, Coffee, Crm, Ppr Twls; Cing
Supp; Qtips, $30.76

Total Water Fund: $59,694.74

Total All Funds: $398,126.41

Published: April 16, 2026

Rio Blanco Herald Times

NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR
QUALIFICATIONS

Date: April 8, 2026
RE: Meeker Regional Library District
Roof Replacement Project
1. Introduction/Invitation. The Meeker
Regional Library District, a quasi-
municipal corporation and political
subdivision of the State of Colorado (the
“District’), is in the initial phase of
replacing the Meeker Public Library Roof
(the “Project”).
2. Procedure for Submitting SOQs.
Kristina Selby is acting as
representative for the District, and it is in
the process of recommending a firm to
serve as Design-Builder for the Project.
Interested contractors are invited to submit
a Statement of Qualifications (*SOQ”) no
later than April 24, 2026 at 5:00 p.m. MDT.
Late submittals or
submittals delivered to the wrong location
will not be accepted. For
consideration, responders must (i) obtain
an SOQ form from and (ii) submit a
completed SOQ to Kristina Selby at
kselby@meekerlibrary.org. The SOQs will
be evaluated, and the respondents may
be reduced to a group of qualified firms
prior to awarding a contract. The District
expects to award a contract to the
proposer who submits the proposal
which, in the District's estimation,
represents the best value to the District.
The District reserves the right to act in its
best interest and may terminate, modify or
suspend the process, reject any or all
submittals, modify the terms and
conditions of this selection process and/or
waive informalities of any submission.
Published: April 16, 2026
Rio Blanco Herald Times

SENIOR CITIZENS’ WATER

RATE REDUCTION PROGRAM
If you live in a household with one family
member who is 64 years or older, as
shown by a birth certificate, school
records, military discharge documents, or
other supporting documentation
acceptable to the Town of Meeker, you
may qualify for a reduced water rate
during the months of May through
September. Eligible households receive
the first 8,000 gallons of water free each
month (a savings of $36.00 per month).
Usage over 8,000 gallons per month will
be billed per 1,000 gallons at the current
rate. See Town of Meeker Fee Schedule
for current rates.
To qualify, the total gross income of all
residents in the household (including
investments and retirement income) must
be less than $2,325.02 per month -OR-
$27,900.25 per year as evidenced by
federal income tax returns for all
household members for the year 2025. If
you are not required to file an income tax
return, provide proof of total gross non-
taxable income received by the household
for the year 2025.
If you have been previously enrolled in this
program, the Town has your proof of age
on file and will only require that you
provide proof of your total gross taxable
and non-taxable income. To qualify for the
program for the month of May, please
provide the town with the required
information no later than May 15, 2026. If
you miss the May deadline, you may still
submit the required information to apply
for the reduction in the remaining months
of the program.
If you have questions or need more
information, please call (970)878-5344.
Posted to Town Website at www.

CARMMA L PARKISON
CLERK OF COURT

ROUTT COUNTY COMBINED COURT

WATER DIVISION 6
/s/ Carmma L. Parkison
Clerk of Court

townofmeeker.org and to Facebook on
April 3, 2026.

Published: April 9, 16, 23, 30 & May 7,
2026

Rio Blanco Herald Times

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

ANNOUNCEMENT
Meeker School District RE-1 is seeking
proposals to complete asphalt seal coat
and striping for all asphalt parking lots,
roadways, and walkways on school district
properties. Proposals will be accepted
until 4:00 p.m. on April 22, 2026. For a
detailed scope of work, interested
applicants may contact Chris Selle, at
chris.selle@meeker.k12.co.us or
970-878-9040.
Published: April 9 and 16, 2026
Rio Blanco Herald Times

NOTICE OF SPECIAL MAIL BALLOT
ELECTION

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN and
particularly to the electors of the Eastern
Rio Blanco County Health Service District
of Rio Blanco County.
NOTICE IS HEREBY given that a Special
Election of the Eastern Rio Blanco County
Health Service District shall be held on
Tuesday, May 5, 2026, from 7:00 a.m. until
7:00 p.m. The election is being conducted
as a mail ballot election. Mail ballots are
required to be mailed to eligible electors
between 22 and 15 days prior to the
election date.
At said election, the electors of the District
shall vote for Directors to serve the
following terms of office on the Board of
Directors of the District:
The names of persons nominated as
Director for a Three-year Term:

Danette Coulter

Bobby Gutierrez
The names of persons nominated as
Director for a One-year Term:

Albert Rudolf Krueger

Shawn J. Bolton
The address of the location for application
and the return of mail ballots and the
hours during which the office will be open:
Pioneers Medical Center
100 Pioneers Medical Center Drive
Meeker, Colorado 81641
A 24-hour drop box is located at:
555 Main Street
Meeker, Colorado
The office is open Monday through Friday,
between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00
p.m., beginning at least 22 days prior
(April 13th) to Election Day and from 7:00
a.m. until 7:00 p.m. on Election Day (May
5th).
Eastern Rio Blanco County Health Service
District
Pam Anderson
Designated Election Official
970-878-9791
Published: March 26, April 2, 9, 16, 23 and
30, 2026
Rio Blanco Herald Times

TOWN OF MEEKER ~ BOARD OF
TRUSTEES MEETING
Tuesday, April 21, 2026
7:00 P.M. Town Hall
345 Market Street, Meeker, CO
Call-in number: 970-878-8091
Call to Order
a. Pledge of Allegiance
b. Roll Call
1. Approval of the Agenda
I1l. Swearing in of newly elected Mayor
and Trustees
IV. Approval of the Previous Minutes
V. Approval of Monthly Disbursements
VI. Public Participation
VII. Staff Updates
VIII. Public Works
b. Police
¢. Community Development/Planning
d. Town Clerk
i. Quarterly Financials
e. Town Attorney
New Business
a. Consideration of Resolution #05-2026
appointing a Mayor Pro-Tem
b. Consideration of Resolution #06-2026
Appointing Town Officers
c. New Security System for Parks
IX. Old Business
a. Library Board IGA
X. Manager's Report
XI. Mayor's Remarks
XII. Other Board Business
XIII. Adjournment
Published: April 16, 2026
Rio Blanco Herald Times

Telling the story of
our community since

1885.

ht1885.com/subscribe

Pursuant to C.R.S. 37-92-302, you are hereby notified that the following pages comprise a resume of Applications and Amended Applications filed in the office of Water Division 6, during the month of March 2026 (December 2025 Amended).

2025CW2 Rio Blanco County AMENDED Application for Change of Water Right Applicants: John F. Kenney and Shirley Jean Kenney, 9460 County Road 102, Rangely, Colorado 81648; jkjnKenney@gmail.com; 970-675-

8705; Name of Structure: Robinson Wardell Pump 4; Date of Original Decree: 03/08/1978; Case no.W3118-76, Division 5; Legal Description of Structure as Described in Most Recent Decree: Located at a point N19° 10’ 08”

W22 27 25 feet from the East Y4 corner of S17, TIN, R103W of the 6 h PM; Decreed Source: White River Appropriation Date: 07/17/1974 Amount Decreed: Absolute 4.0 cfs Decreed Use: Irrigation Amount Applicant Intends to Change:
Absolute 0.50 cfs Complete Statement of Change: Change point of diversion to irrigate same land. Location Information: Rio Blanco County, NE1/4, NW1/4, S16, TIN, R103W, of the 6 th PM. UTM: E161875 N444208 Z13 Address: 9460
CR 102, Rangely, CO 81648 Source of UTM: Handheld Garmin with accuracy of 10+ feet. Owners: Applicants.

The water right claimed by this application may affect in priority any water right claimed or heretofore adjudicated within this division and owners of affected rights must appear to object and protest within the time provided by
You are hereby notified that you will have until the last day of May 2026 to file with the Water Court a Verified Statement of Opposition, setting forth facts as to why a certain Application should not be granted or why it should be granted only in

part or on certain conditions. A copy of such Statement of Opposition must be served on the Applicant or the Applicant’s Attorney, with an affidavit or certificate of such service being filed with the Water Court, as prescribed by Rule 5, CR.C.P.
The filing fee for the Statement of Opposition is $192.00, and should be sent to the Clerk of the Water Court, Division 6, 1955 Shield Dr. Unit 200, Steamboat Springs, CO 80487.

Rio Blanco Herald Times
Published April 16,2026

COMBINED NOTICE - MAILING
CRS §38-38-103 FORECLOSURE SALE NO. 26-02
To Whom It May Concern: This Notice is given with regard to the following de-
scribed Deed of Trust:
On February 2, 2026, the undersigned Public Trustee caused the Notice of
Election and Demand relating to the Deed of Trust described below to be
recorded in the County of Rio Blanco records.
Original Grantor(s)
Sean Berry
Original Beneficiary(ies)
Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as Beneficiary, as nominee for
Paramount Residential Mortgage Group, Inc., its successors and assigns
Current Holder of Evidence of Debt
NewRez LLC d/b/a Shellpoint Mortgage Servicing
Date of Deed of Trust
May 28, 2021
County of Recording
Rio Blanco
Recording Date of Deed of Trust
May 28, 2021
Recording Information (Reception No. and/or Book/Page No.)
322348
Original Principal Amount
$320,124.00
Outstanding Principal Balance
$291,413.26
Pursuant to CRS §38-38-101(4)(i), you are hereby notified that the covenants of
the deed of trust have been violated as follows: Failure to pay principal and in-
terest when due together with all other payments provided for in the evidence
of debt secured by the deed of trust and other violations thereof.
The Northerly 70 feet of Lots 10, 11 and 12 Block 42 Town of Meeker, Col-
orado TOGETHER WITH a strip of land 5 feet by 150 feet contiguous
thereto on the North being the Southerly 5 feet of that portion of the East
West alley in Block 42 as vacated by Sub Paragraph B, of Ordinance No.
216
Purported common address: 641 4th St, Meeker, CO 81641.
THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED HEREIN IS ALL OF THE PROPERTY CURRENTLY
ENCUMBERED BY THE LIEN OF THE DEED OF TRUST.
NOTICE OF SALE
The current holder of the Evidence of Debt secured by the Deed of Trust, de-
scribed herein, has filed Notice of Election and Demand for sale as provided by
law and in said Deed of Trust.
THEREFORE, Notice Is Hereby Given that | will at public auction, at 10:00 A.M.
on Wednesday, 06/03/2026, at Office of the Public Trustee, Rio Blanco County
Courthouse, 555 Main Street, Meeker CO 81641, sell to the highest and best
bidder for cash, the said real property and all interest of the said Grantor(s),
Grantor(s)’ heirs and assigns therein, for the purpose of paying the indebted-
ness provided in said Evidence of Debt secured by the Deed of Trust, plus attor-
neys’ fees, the expenses of sale and other items allowed by law, and will issue
to the purchaser a Certificate of Purchase, all as provided by law.

First Publication 4/9/2026

Last Publication 5/7/12026

Name of Publication Rio Blanco Herald Times
NOTICE OF RIGHTS

YOU MAY HAVE AN INTEREST IN THE REAL PROPERTY BEING FORE-
CLOSED, OR HAVE CERTAIN RIGHTS OR SUFFER CERTAIN LIABILITIES PUR-
SUANT TO COLORADO STATUTES AS A RESULT OF SAID FORECLOSURE.
YOU MAY HAVE THE RIGHT TO REDEEM SAID REAL PROPERTY OR YOU
MAY HAVE THE RIGHT TO CURE A DEFAULT UNDER THE DEED OF TRUST
BEING FORECLOSED. A COPY OF SAID STATUTES, AS SUCH STATUTES ARE
PRESENTLY CONSTITUTED, WHICH MAY AFFECT YOUR RIGHTS SHALL BE
SENT WITH ALL MAILED COPIES OF THIS NOTICE. HOWEVER, YOUR
RIGHTS MAY BE DETERMINED BY PREVIOUS STATUTES.

® ANOTICE OF INTENT TO CURE FILED PURSUANT TO SECTION 38-38-104
SHALL BE FILED WITH THE PUBLIC TRUSTEE AT LEAST FIFTEEN (15) CAL-
ENDAR DAYS PRIOR TO THE FIRST SCHEDULED SALE DATE OR ANY DATE
TO WHICH THE SALE IS CONTINUED;

©® A NOTICE OF INTENT TO REDEEM FILED PURSUANT TO SECTION 38-38-
302 SHALL BE FILED WITH THE PUBLIC TRUSTEE NO LATER THAN EIGHT
(8) BUSINESS DAYS AFTER THE SALE;

@ IF THE SALE DATE IS CONTINUED TO A LATER DATE, THE DEADLINE TO
FILE A NOTICE OF INTENT TO CURE BY THOSE PARTIES ENTITLED TO CURE
MAY ALSO BE EXTENDED;

©® IF THE BORROWER BELIEVES THAT A LENDER OR SERVICER HAS VIO-
LATED THE REQUIREMENTS FOR A SINGLE POINT OF CONTACT IN SEC-
TION 38-38-103.1 OR THE PROHIBITION ON DUAL TRACKING IN SECTION
38-38-103.2, THE BORROWER MAY FILE A COMPLAINT WITH THE COL-
ORADO ATTORNEY GENERAL, THE FEDERAL CONSUMER FINANCIAL PRO-
TECTION BUREAU (CFPB), OR BOTH. THE FILING OF A COMPLAINT WILL
NOT STOP THE FORECLOSURE PROCESS.

Colorado Attorney General

1300 Broadway, 10th Floor

Denver, Colorado 80203

(800) 222-4444

WwWw.coag.gov

Consumer Financial Protection Bureau

PO Box 27170

Washington, DC 20038

(855) 411-2372

www.consumerfinance.gov

DATE: 02/02/2026

Rhonna Waldref, Public Trustee in and for the County of Rio Blanco, State of Col-
orado

By: Rhonna Waldref, Public Trustee

The name, address, business telephone number and bar registration number of
the attorney(s) representing the legal holder of the indebtedness is:

Amanda Ferguson #44893

Heather Deere #28597

Toni M. Owan #30580

Halliday Watkins & Mann, P.C. 355 Union Blvd., Suite 250, Lakewood, CO
80228 (303) 274 0155

Attorney File # C026302

The Attorney above is acting as a debt collector and is attempting to collect a
debt. Any information provided may be used for that purpose.

©Public Trustees’ Association of Colorado Revised 1/2015

Published April 9, 16, 23, 30, May 7

Rio Blanco Herald Times
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CLASSIFIEDS

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED m PUBLIC SERVICE

Meeker Cemetery
District — Summer
Employment
Opportunity

The Meeker Cemetery
District is hiring two
summer ground crew
members for the
upcoming season. If you
enjoy working outdoors
and want a reliable
summer job, this could be
a great fit.

Employment Dates
May 1 — September
Primary Duties

* General grounds
maintenance

* Mowing and other
outdoor upkeep tasks

Pay - $18-$20 per hour,
depending on experience

How to Apply

Completed applications
must be submitted by
April 16. Interviews will
be scheduled after the
application deadline.

Town of Meeker part Time
Custodial Position

The custodian plays a vital
role in maintaining the
cleanliness and hygiene of
Town of Meeker facilities.
Responsibilities will include
vacuuming floors, sanitizing
restroom facilities, and
collecting trash, among
other tasks. Thisisa28
hour/week position, paying
$17/hour.At The Town of
Meeker, we pride ourselves
on fostering a supportive
and inclusive workplace
culture. Join us in making a
positive impact in our
community by providing a
clean and well-maintained
space for everyone. If you
are reliable, hardworking,
and take pride in your work,
we encourage you to apply
and become a part of our
team! Meeker is an Equal
Opportunity Employer.

For more information go to
https://townofmeeker.org/

job-opportunities/

(Head
Lifeguard

Seasonal Part-Time

Desired hiring range

$22 to $25/hour. PERA
Retirement, accrued
leave, MRC Membership,
and more! Early mornings,
evenings, split shifts,
and/or weekend shifts +
coverage on short notice.
Possess, at the time of
hire or promotion, a valid
American Red Cross
Lifeguarding Certification
and 6 months of
successful work
performance as a Lead
Lifeguard or Lifeguard.

erbmrec.com/leadguard

B e N S N e
e S W e W o e
e S Wa B T S S,
ERBM Recreation & Park District
Meeker Recreation Center
101 Ute Road, Meeker, CO
970.878.3403 | erbmrec.com
> ' J

Classifieds

start at just $5/

week!

Call 970.878.4017 or
email ads@ht1885.com to
get started.

PIONEERS MEDICAL
CENTER

With the growth of Pioneers Medical
Center and Colorado Advanced Othopedics
Sports Medicine & Spine, we are excited to
fill several positions. To see the full list of
open positions, visit our website or scan the
code below.

Complete an application online by
scanning the code or by navigating
to pioneershospital.org

& Colorado
- NAA Northwestern -
~ Community College

WE ARE HIRING

www.cncc.edu/careers

With campuses in Rangely and
Craig, Colorado Northwestern is a
dynamic educational institution
that values innovation and
growth. We encourage you to
explore available positions on
our careers page.

Together, we can build our
communities and help shape our
students’ futures!

Be prepared before the next power outage.

It’s not just a generator.
It’s a power move.

Receive a free 5-year warranty
with qualifying purchase* - valued at $535.

Call 866-977-2602
to schedule your free quote!

GENERAC
———— |

*Terms and Conditions apply.

REAL ESTATE C

Tell your story. ads@ht1885.com
970.878.4017

To place a 25-word COSCAN Network ad in 91 Colorado Newspapers for

only $300, contact your local Newspaper or email
rtoledo@colopress.net

JACUZZI BATH REMODEL

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a

new, custom bath or shower in as
little as one day. For a limited time,
waiving ALL installation costs!
(Additional terms apply)

Subject to chanlge and vary by
dealer.
Offer ends 12/27/26
Call 1-888-763-4659

DISH Satellite COLORADO PRESS NETWORK

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!
Free Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade,
80,000 On-Demand Movies, Plus
Limited Time Up to $600 in Gift
Cards, Call Today!
1-855-720-8701

Colorado Classified Advertising
Statewide Network

Inogen

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim
independence and mobility with the

compact design and long-lasting
battery of Inogen One. Free
information kit!
Call: 844-823-0293

To Place a 25-word COSCAN
Network ad in 91 Colorado
Newspapers for $300

Contact your local Newspaper or email
rtoledo@colopress.net

Celebrating 24 Yeans ~ Same office. Same Jocation!

Laurie J. lift;oks
Owner/Broker

889 Main St., Meeker, Colorado
brooksrealtymeeker.com
(970)756-8772
866 Cleveland St.
Cozy, spacious hidden gem with covered
front porch. 4BD/1.75BA, fenced
backyard, 12x28 deck and new sprinkler
system. 2,700 sq. ft.
Price Reduction: $368,500

INOGEN’®
PORTABLE OXYGEN
CONCENTRATORS

Call us toll-free at

1-844-823-0293

30-day risk free
Sfora full refund.

thin 30 days of purchase

PM230469 EN_EX_USA | Rx Only © 2024 Inogen, Inc.
859 200,

BUSINESS FOR SALE: Profitable
Mosquito Control Business for Sale in
Rangely Co. Part-time summer work with a
dependable local contract and a good
income for the time involved. All equipment
included, with truck $136,000, without truck
$115,000. No owner financing. Wil train
and carry license for up to 3 years. Season
starts soon. Don't miss out on this great
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.

(970) 706-8144

Your Local Home Care Agency Since 2017

Quality care for the elderly, blind, and disabled,
two hours a week to 24 hours a day.
Contact us for a free consultation for services or
employment opportunities.
970-878-7008

https://www.westernslopehomecare.com

Long-Term RV Parking Elec, Witr,
Sewer Incld 1st/last $500 Email
gicmhp@gmail.com

For Rent: 2BDR, 1.5 BA
townhouse available May 1.
970-620-0917

HANDYMAN

Home & Yard repair and maintenance.
Haulaway items. Spring clean-up! $20/hr.
Temporary work. Estimates. Thursday-
Saturday. 303-807-0650. Dean's LLC since
2017.

STORAGE

Contents of Rangely Self-Storage units 1,
5, 10 will be sold if not paid by April 15.

MOUNTAINTOP CUSTOM CABINET
SHOP. Custom cabinetry & carpentry work.
Interior & exterior projects including decks,
gazebos, trim and more. Call Jimmy
Biscamp: 970-706-9799

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS:

7 p.m. Mondays, Wednesdays and Fri-
days at St. James Church (Richards Hall)
at 4th and Park in Meeker. Al-Anon meets
Thursdays at 7 p.m. Enter from back park-
ing lot, meetings are downstairs. For more

information call Ray at 970-286-1841 or

Bill at 970-948-9885.

SAFEHOUSE
If you are being abused physically or men-
tally, you can call SAFEHOUSE for confi-
dential shelter and help.
878-3999

Rio Blanco County Veterans Services
Meeker: POB 599, County Administration
Bldg. Wednesday 1300 — 1500
Rangely: 17497 Hwy. 64, County Shop.
Thursday 1300 - 1500.

(Also, by appointment)

County Veteran Service Officer:

Joe Dungan
(970) 878-9690

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Bingo Night! Join us on the last Saturday of
the month for Bingo, hosted by the Rio
Blanco County Historical Society. Doors
open at 6 p.m. $1 per sheet or $5 for 6
sheets. Heritage Culture Center - 517

Park.

"Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain
conceit. Rather, in humility value others
above yourselves, not looking to your own
interests but each of you to the interests of
the others."

Philippians 2:3-4
Five Legged Stool, LLC

ORNER
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